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SCHEDULE AND MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK:

    February 21, 2021                       First Sunday of Lent    

Offertory: February 14, 2021  OLM $311.75, OLV $253.00, COS $.48300, OLG $440.00  Total - $1487.75      

Our Lady of Mercy and the West 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

     Winter Schedule:  All Daily Masses will be held in the Rectory Chapel 9 AM                             
                                           Masses are currently available for your request at OLM, OLV, and COS                                  
                Envelopes are available at the entrance to the Church. Thank You!                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                
   Saturday, February 20, 2021 For Ruth Daigler RIP by Dan Daigler  OLM                                                             
   Saturday, February 20, 2021 For  Fr. Francis McMahon RIP by Jeffrey Larson COS                                       
    Sunday, February 21, 2021 For  Irene Gage RIP by Martin + Carol Bemis OLV                                     
    Sunday, February 21, 2021 For All Parishioners  COS                                 
    Wednesday, February 24, 2021  For Fr. Francis McMahon by Jeffrey Larson  RC   
                               Thursday,  February 25, 2021 For Fr. Francis McMahon by Jeffrey Larson RC     
    Friday, February 26, 2021 For Fr. Francis McMahon RIP by Jeffrey Larson RC 

         Readings for week of February 21, 2021 

       Sunday 2/21 Gn 9:8-15, Ps Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 1 Pt 3:18-22, Mk 1:12-15 

             Monday 2/22 1 Pt 5:1-4, Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6, Mt 16:13-19 

              Tuesday 2/23 Is 55:10-11, Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19, Mt 6:7-15 

             Wednesday 2/24 Jon 3:1-10, Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19, Lk 11:29-32 

              Thursday 2/25 Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25, Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, Mt 7:7-12 

               Friday 2/26 Ez 18:21-28, Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7, 7-8, Mt 5:20-26 

               Saturday 2/27 Dt 26:16-19, Ps119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8, Mt 5:43-48  

  

Devotions to Stations of the Cross Friday’s during Lent at 3 P.M. 

Our Lady of Mercy, Our Lady of the Valley and Chapel of the Snows 

              
 Cursillo Webinar  - 3rd Wednesday of Each Month @ 7pm. The Permanent Meeting ID for Zoom: 83037321641,  

 Password: Ultreya.  

Cursillo 
Article 8    Cursillo The 4th day Ultreya 
 During the weekend one of the rollo (talks) is about the Ultreya.  In addition to the rollo you will get to practice 
participating in an Ultreya.  Most of the time, until Sunday you will not realize that this is what you are doing.  
 As the small friendship group is there to assist the individual in his or her efforts to live a Christian life, the Ul-
treya is there to assist the community in living as a Christian community.  Just as an isolated Christian is a paralyzed 
Christian, so too is a Christian group if it is not linked to other Christian groups.        
 Because of its expanded scope, the Ultreya’s agenda takes a little longer.  The friendship group is only about 20 
minutes in length; The Ultreya will last only slightly longer than one hour.                                                     
 
The agenda for the Ultreya is: 
 An introduction and opening prayer 
 Small grouping (similar to the friendship group discussed in article 7, but less intense. 
 A witness talk and an Echo (witness talk is 10-15 minutes, Echo is 2-3 minutes) 
 A spiritual summary (only if a priest or deacon is present) 
 Announcements or new business 
 A Closing (prayer and song) 
After the closing, there is a time for fellowship and refreshments 
 The purpose of the weekend is to teach Christians about the 4th day of Cursillo. The purpose of the Ultreya is to 

help us to live as a Christian community in carrying out our mission to bring the Gospel to all people, 
one person at a time through friendship.  
  De Colores, Dan, Judith, Judith, Vicky, Judy, Lois, Jim, Linda, Carol, Daisy, Dcn. Jerry, Dcn. Richard 

Online Giving  Please refer to our website, https://ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org/ for information regard-

ing online giving, so that you may continue to support our church during this difficult time. Now online giving is 

easier than ever.  Give online through our parish website or from the app.      

     To get the online Giving app, go to OLGApp.com.  Register the app with our organization ID#1345. 
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Pope Francis Speaks to the Family 
Is There Joy in Your Family? 

 
In the responsorial psalm, we find these words: “Let the 
humble hear and be glad” (34:2).  The entire psalm is a 
hymn to the Lord, who is the source of joy and peace.  
What is the reason for this gladness?  It is that the Lord is 
near; he hears the cry of the lowly and he frees them from 
evil.  As St. Paul himself writes, “Rejoice always… The 
Lord is near” (cf. Philippians 4:4-5).                                                                                     
 I would like to ask you all a question today.  But each of 
you keep it in your heart and take it home.  You can re-
gard it as a kind of “homework.”  Only you must answer.  
How are things when it comes to joy at home?  Is there 
joy in your family?  You can answer this question.                                                                       
Dear families, you know very well that the true joy which 
we experience in the family is not superficial; it does not 
come from material objects, from the fact that everything 
seems to be going well….True joy comes from a profound 
harmony between persons, something which we all feel in 
our hearts and which makes us experience the beauty of 
togetherness, of mutual support along life’s journey.  But 
the basis of this feeling of deep joy is the presence of God, 
the presence of God in the family and his love, which is 
welcoming, merciful, and respectful towards all.  And, 
above all, a love which is patient: patience is a virtue of 
God, and he teaches us how to cultivate it in family life, 
how to be patient, and lovingly so, with each other.  To be 
patient among ourselves; a patient love.  God alone knows 
how to create harmony from differences. 
But if God’s love is lacking, the family loses its harmony; 
self-centeredness prevails and joy fades.  But the family 
which experiences the joy of faith communicates it natu-
rally.  That family is the salt of the earth and the light of 
the world; it is the leaven of society as a whole.    Homily for 

Family Day, St. Peter’s Square, October 27, 2013 

                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                         

Do Something Beautiful for God                                           
The Essential Teachings of Mother Teresa  
 If someone feels that God wants him to transform 

social structures, that’s an issue between him and his God.  

We all have the duty to serve God where we feel called.  I 

feel called to help individuals, to love each human being.  

I never think in terms of crowds in general but in terms of 

each individual person.  Were I to think about crowds, I 

would never begin anything.  It is the person that matters.  

I believe in person-to-person encounters.  

Children’s Corner  
Bursting with Good News 
Don’t you just love good news?  You feel like you will just 
burst if you don’t go right out and tell someone else.  It’s a bub-
bly, happy, party kind of feeling. 
In this week’s gospel story, Jesus goes out to the desert to pray.  
Then he goes to Galilee and tells the people the “GOOD 
NEWS” of the Kingdom of God.   
What “Good News” will you share this week?           

 
Covid-19 Note: 
The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains lifted until 
further notice, especially if you are part of a vulnerable popu-
lation and/or have an underlying health condition. Please ap-
proach the celebration of Mass with charity and love for our 
clergy and faith community by following the protocols: 
• Stay home if you are sick or not feeling well. 
• Wear a mask in Mass. 
• Sanitize your hands upon entry. Due to shortages of san-
itizer,  please bring your own if possible. 
• Sit in designated pews and respect social distance between 
others of 6 feet or more unless you are one family unit. 
• Refrain from congregating in tight areas or entering cor-
doned off areas. 
• Follow the protocols to receive Holy Communion as di-
rected at Mass. 
For more details about church protocols visit:  
www.vermontcatholic.org/covid-19.  Bishop Coyne 

 
Pope Francis’ Prayer for a special Mass and act of 
prayer asking Mary to protect Italy and the world 

during of the coronavirus pandemic. 
    O Mary, you always shine on our path as a sign of 
salvation and of hope.  We entrust ourselves to you, Health 
of the Sick, who at the cross took part in Jesus' pain, keeping 
your faith firm..             
 You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we 
need, and we are sure you will provide so that, as in Cana of 
Galilee, we may return to joy and to feasting after this time 
of trial. 
 Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the 
will of the Father and to do as we are told by Jesus, who has 
taken upon himself our sufferings and carried our sorrows to 
lead us, through the cross, to the joy of the resurrection. 
Amen. 
 Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Moth-
er of God. Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are in 
trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious and 
blessed Virgin. 
                           
 Dear Parishioners 
As we move into these uncertain winter months, I want you to 
know that we at Our Lady of Mercy and the West River Mis-

sions are here for you. We miss you. We invite you to come 
back to Mass if you have been away, even if it is one of our 

weekday Masses with fewer people present. If you are unsure 
about attending Sunday Masses during this time of pandemic, 

simply call the rectory, and I or a minister in the Church will 
meet you at the church to offer Holy Communion. I am also 

available to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the 
Anointing of the Sick. For Catholics, the Sacraments are insti-
tuted by Christ to give us grace. Pope Francis reminds us that 

Communion is not a reward for good behavior but medicine 
for the sick. We all need Christ’s help during these difficult 

times. Take time out each day for your own prayer. Pray as a 
family before meals. Watch Mass online if you don’t feel safe 

coming to Mass, and join in the online offerings that our par-
ish and diocese offer. I am here for you and pray daily for 
you. This is my duty and blessing for me as a  parish priest. 


