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SCHEDULE AND MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK:

        July 25, 2021           Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time       

Offertory:   July 11, 2021   OLV $316.00, COS $364.00, OLG $345.00  Total—$1025.00   
    Offertory: July 18, 2021 OLV $312.00, COS $278.00, OLG $310.00  Total—$900.00            

Our Lady of Mercy and the West 

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

    Daily Mass will  be available W-Th-F at St. Charles, Bellowsfalls  9 AM                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

            Sunday July 25, 2021  In Honor of Gwendlyn Dube by Daniel Daigler OLV                                             
 Sunday July 25, 2021  In Honor of Erica+John Nelson Family by Karen Shaw COS    
  Sunday August 1, 2021 Michael K. Johnson RIP by Ed Scipione                                                 
  Sunday August 1. 2021 Healing for Shelly Gibson by Karen Shaw                       
      

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — Elisha feeds a hundred people with twenty barley loaves (2 Kings 4:42-44). 
Psalm — The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs (Psalm 145). 
Second Reading — Paul urges the Ephesians to live in a manner worthy of the call they received (Ephesians 4:1-6). 
Gospel —Jesus feeds a large crowd with five barley loaves and two fish (John 6:1-15). 

 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Ex 32:15-24, 30-34; Ps 106:19-23;  
 Mt 13:31-35 
Tuesday: Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28; Ps 103:6-13;  
 Mt 13:36-43 
Wednesday: Ex 34:29-35; Ps 99:5-7, 9; Mt 13:44-46 
Thursday: Ex 40:16-21, 34-38; Ps 84:3-6a, 8a, 11;  
 Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42 
Friday: Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37;  
 Ps 81:3-6, 10-11ab; Mt 13:54-58 
Saturday: Lv 25:1, 8-17; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8; Mt 14:1-12 
Sunday: Ex 16:2-4, 12-15; Ps 78:3-4, 23-25, 54;  
 Eph 4:17, 20-24; Jn 6:24-35 
 

   August 13, 2021-August 15, 2021 
Our Lady of Ephesus House of Prayer is pleased to host a retreat on                                 

“The Book of Revelation” by Rev. Dominique Faure.  See poster for details. 
                                                                        

Cursillo Ultreya  - 3rd Wednesday of Each Month @ 7pm.                                                                                                      
Please join us at St. Michael in the Youth Center as we resume our in person meetings.  
We look forward to seeing you.                                                             

 

Online Giving  Please refer  to our  website, https:our ladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org/ for  infor-
mation regarding online giving, so that you may continue to support our church dur-
ing this difficult time. Now online giving is easier than ever.  Give online through 
our parish website or from the app.                                                                                                                                  
To get the online Giving app, go to OLGApp.com.                                                                              
          Register the app with our organization ID#1345. 

 

  

https://ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org/


 
Pope Francis Speaks to the Family 
Jesus Gives us Strength                                                                                                                                                  
This is the Christian life: talking to the Father, 
talking to the Son, and talking to the Holy Spirit.  
Jesus has saved us, but he also walks beside us in 
life.  Is this true? And how does he walk?  What 
does he do when he walks beside us in life?  This 
is hard.  Anyone who knows this wins the Derby!  
What does Jesus do when he walks with us?  …
First: he helps us.  He leads us!  Very good.  He 
walks with us, he helps us, he leads us, and he 
teaches us to journey on.   
And Jesus also gives us the strength to work.  

Doesn’t he?  He sustains us!  Good!  In difficulty, 

doesn’t he? And also in our school tasks!  He sup-

ports us, he helps us, he leads us, he sustains us.  

That’s it.  Jesus always goes with us.  Good.  But 

listen, Jesus gives us strength.  How does Jesus 

give us strength?  You know this, you know that 

he gives us strength!...In communion he gives us 

strength, he really helps us with strength.  He 

comes to us.  But when you say, “He gives us 

Communion,” does a piece of bread make you so 

strong?  Isn’t it bread? Is it bread?  This is bread, 

but is what is on the altar bread?  Or isn’t it bread?   

It seems to be bread.  It is not really bread.  What 

is it?  It is the body of Jesus.  Jesus comes into our 

hearts.                                             Homily to First Communi-

cants, May 26, 2013 

 

                                                                                                                                     

Do Something Beautiful for God                                           

The Essential Teachings of Mother Teresa       

I feel that we too often focus on the negative as-

pects of life, on what is bad.  If we were more will-

ing to see the good and the beautiful things that 

surround us we would be able to transform         

society. It begins in the family.  From there, we 

can help transform our next-door neighbors with 

loving service, then others who live in our neigh-

borhood and city.  We can bring peace and love to 

the world.  The whole world is hungry for these 

things, and we can each play a small role in feed-

ing this great hunger.     July 26                                                                 

 
 Saint of the Week                                                                                   

St. Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the Society of 
Jesus who passed away on 31st July in the year 
1556.                                                                              
Born in 1491, Ignatius was a different kind of saint. As 
the noted Jesuit historian Fr. John O’Malley, SJ, ob-
served, “Ignatius redefined the traditional basis of 
saintliness,” which usually involved a degree of un-
worldliness. In contrast, Fr. O’Malley refers to Ignatius 
as a “worldly saint.” Ignatius made sure that the early 
Jesuits were spending most of their time in relatively 
secular spaces such as classrooms — teaching less 
directly about the Bible and Church doctrine than 
about literature and the ancient classics. He sent let-
ters to his missionaries asking that they write back not 
just about their ministries, but also about the local 
customs, the plants and wild life — “anything that 
seems extraordinary.” Most of all, Ignatius wanted 
Jesuits to go out and “find God in all things.” 

FEAST OF FAITH 
The Preface Dialogue 
 “Lift up your hearts.” “We lift them up to the Lord.” 
“Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.” “It is right to 
give him thanks and praise.” With this ancient dialogue we 
enter the Eucharistic Prayer, the heart of the Mass. These 
venerable words have been part of the Christian liturgy al-
most from the beginning—by the time of Hippolytus of 
Rome (c. 215) they were already fixed in the liturgy. 
 Several times during the Mass the priest has invited us 
to pray. There is something different here. We are invited 
to be “lifted up,” to ascend, to climb the Lord’s mountain, 
as it were, to go to a new place for this most solemn part of 
the Mass. And we are invited to a new frame of mind, a 
sense of joy, of focused dedication: our hearts must not be 
cast down, but lifted up, and lifted to the Lord. Why? Be-
cause we are going to give thanks—we are going to 
“Eucharist!” It is right and just that we do this. 
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 


