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SCHEDULE AND MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK:

        August 1, 2021           Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time       

   Offertory: July 25, 2021  OLV $384.00, COS $480.00, OLG $245.00  Total—$1109.00   
      Offertory: July 18, 2021   OLV $312.00, COS $278.00, OLG $310.00  Total—$900.00            

Our Lady of Mercy and the West 

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

    Daily Mass will  be available W-Th-F at St. Charles, Bellows Falls  9 AM                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

            Sunday August 1, 2021 Michael K. Johnson RIP by Ed Scipione OLV                                                 
  Sunday August 1. 2021 In Honor of Lisa + Dave Alpert by Karen Shaw COS                              
  Sunday August 8, 2021 Edward + Lois Dillistin RIP by Linda + Jim Cagney OLV   
  Sunday August 8, 2021 In Honor of Abby Shaw by Karen Shaw COS                 
      

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — The people of Israel receive bread from heaven in response to their grumbling  
(Exodus 16:2-4, 12-15). 
Psalm — The Lord gave them bread from heaven  
(Psalm 78). 
Second Reading — Put on the new self that has been created in God’s way (Ephesians 4:17, 20-24). 
Gospel — I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will never hunger (John 6:24-35). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.  

 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Nm 11:4b-15; Ps 81:12-17; Mt 14:13-21 
Tuesday: Nm 12:1-13; Ps 51:3-7, 12-13;  
 Mt 14:22-36 or Mt 15:1-2, 10-14 
Wednesday: Nm 13:1-2, 25 — 14:1, 26-29a, 34-35;  
 Ps 106:6-7ab, 13-14, 21-23; Mt 15:21-28 
Thursday: Nm 20:1-13; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Mt 16:13-23 
Friday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9;  
 2 Pt 1:16-19; Mk 9:2-10 
Saturday: Dt 6:4-13; Ps 18:2-4, 47, 51; Mt 17:14-20 
Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:4-8; Ps 34:2-9; Eph 4:30 — 5:2;  
 Jn 6:41-51 

 
August 13, 2021-August 15, 2021 

Our Lady of Ephesus House of Prayer is pleased to host a retreat on                                 
“The Book of Revelation” by Rev. Dominique Faure.  See poster for details 

 

Cursillo Ultreya  - 3rd Wednesday of Each Month @ 7pm.                                                                                                      
Please join us at St. Michael in the Youth Center as we resume our in person meetings.  We 
look forward to seeing you.                                                             

 

Online Giving  Please refer  to our  website, 
https:ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org/ for information regarding online giving, 
so that you may continue to support our church during this difficult time. Now 
online giving is easier than ever.  Give online through our parish website or from the 
app. To get the online Giving app, go to OLGApp.com.                                                                         
Register the app with our organization ID#1345. 

 

  

https://ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org/


 
Pope Francis Speaks to the Family 
God Shows Up with Surprises                                                                                                                                                 
 True love is both loving and letting oneself 

be loved.  It is harder to let ourselves be loved than 

it is to love.  That is why it is so hard to achieve 

the perfect love of God, because we can love him, 

but the important thing is to let ourselves be loved 

by him.  True love is being open to that love which 

was there first and catches us by surprise.  If all 

you have is information, you are closed to surpris-

es.  Love makes you open to surprises.  Love is 

always a surprise because it starts with a dialogue 

between two persons: the one who loves and the 

one who is loved.  We say that God is the God of 

surprises because he always loved us first, and he 

waits to take us by surprise.  God surprises us.  

Let’s allow ourselves to be surprised by God.  

Let’s not have the psychology of a computer, 

thinking that we know everything.  What do I 

mean?  Think for a moment:  The computer has all 

the answers: never a surprise.  In the challenge of 

love, God shows up with surprises…                               

 So let yourselves be surprised by God!  

Don’t be afraid of surprise, afraid that they will 

shake you up.  They make us insecure, but they 

change the direction we are going in.  True love 

makes you “burn life,” even at the risk of coming 

up empty-handed.  Think of St. Francis: he left 

everything; he died with empty hands but with a 

full heart. Meeting with Young People, St Thomas University, Manilla, January 

18, 2015 

The Wisdom of Fulton Sheen 

Before undertaking a task great or small, before 

making decisions, before beginning a journey, the 

humble will acknowledge their dependence on 

God and invoke His guidance and His blessing on 

all their enterprises.  August 1 

It does no good to blame the golf club if our game 

is at fault, or the pitcher because we spill the milk; 

the fault must be seen as our own in little mishaps 

of this kind, and for our states of mind as well. The 

discovery that we are to blame for being the way 

we are is greater than the discovery made by an 

explorer—such a discovery of our own fault is im-

possible unless there be a higher standard outside 

ourselves, from whose love we know we have fall-

en.          August 5                                                                                                                       

 
Saint Eusebius of Vercelli's Story                        
 Someone has said that if there had been no Arian 
heresy denying Christ’s divinity, it would be very difficult to 
write the lives of many early saints. Eusebius is another of 
the defenders of the Church during one of its most trying 
periods.                                                             Born on 
the isle of Sardinia, he became a member of the Roman 
clergy, and is the first recorded bishop of Vercelli in Pied-
mont in northwest Italy. Eusebius was also the first to link 
the monastic life with that of the clergy, establishing a com-
munity of his diocesan clergy on the principle that the best 
way to sanctify his people was to have them see a clergy 
formed in solid virtue and living in community.                               
 He was sent by Pope Liberius to persuade the em-
peror to call a council to settle Catholic-Arian troubles. 
When it was called at Milan, Eusebius went reluctantly, 
sensing that the Arian block would have its way, although 
the Catholics were more numerous. He refused to go along 
with the condemnation of Saint Athanasius; instead, he laid 
the Nicene Creed on the table and insisted that all sign it 
before taking up any other matter. The emperor put pres-
sure on him, but Eusebius insisted on Athanasius’ inno-
cence and reminded the emperor that secular force should 
not be used to influence Church decisions. At first the em-
peror threatened to kill him, but later sent him into exile in 
Palestine. There the Arians dragged him through the 
streets and shut him up in a little room, releasing him only 
after his four-day hunger strike. They resumed their har-
assment shortly after.                                 His exile 
continued in Asia Minor and Egypt, until the new emperor 
permitted him to be welcomed back to his see in Vercelli. 
Eusebius attended the Council of Alexandria with Athana-
sius and approved the leniency shown to bishops who had 
wavered. He also worked with Saint Hilary of Poitiers 
against the Arians.                                                                           
 Eusebius died peacefully in his own diocese at 
what was then considered an advanced age. 


