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SCHEDULE AND MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK:

        September 5, 2021   Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                         

  Offertory: August 22, 2021    OLV $381.00, COS $1737.00, OLG $240.00  Total—$2358.00                                                       

 Offertory: August 29, 2021    OLV $412.00, COS  $ 395.00, OLG $205.00  Total—$1013.00            

Our Lady of Mercy and the West 

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

    Daily Mass will  be available W-Th-F at St. Charles, Bellows Falls  9 AM                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

   Sunday September 5, 2021 RIP Linda Daigler by Dan Daigler OLV                            
   Sunday September 5, 2021 RIP Kevin Jennings by Karen Shaw COS 

Sunday September 12, 2021 RIP Pulaski, Dillistin, Ransom Families by Linda + Jim Cagney OLV                                
 Sunday September 12, 2021 RIP James + Lola Nieto by Rick + Cris Lewis COS 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — Say to those whose hearts are frightened: Be strong, fear not! Here is your God (Isaiah 
35:4-7a). 
Psalm — Praise the Lord, my soul! (Psalm 146). 
Second Reading — Show no partiality as you adhere to the faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ (James 
2:1-5). 
Gospel — Jesus makes the deaf hear and the mute speak (Mark 7:31-37). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Inter-
national Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Col 1:24 — 2:3; Ps 62:6-7, 9; Lk 6:6-11, or,  
 for Labor Day, any readings from the Mass  
 “For the Blessing of Human Labor,” nos.  
 907-911 
Tuesday: Col 2:6-15; Ps 145:1b-2, 8-11; Lk 6:12-19 
Wednesday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6 
 Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 [18-23] 
Thursday: Col 3:12-17; Ps 150:1b-6; Lk 6:27-38 
Friday: 1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14; Ps 16:1b-2a, 5, 7-8, 11;  
 Lk 6:39-42 
Saturday: 1 Tm 1:15-17; Ps 113:1b-7; Lk 6:43-49 
Sunday: Is 50:5-9a; Ps 116:1-6, 8-9; Jas 2:14-18;  
 Mk 8:27-35 

  
St. Nicholas Project fall fundraiser, "Shoes for St. Nicholas."   
Asking for donation to the Kurn Hattin Homes for Children for the purchase new  
shoes and winter boots for the boys and girls.  Kurn Hattin is a non-profit residential care facility for boys and girls  
ages 5-15 located in Westminster, VT.  Fr. Lance W. Harlow founded The St. Nicholas Project as an association of  
Catholics who help support the children's home with material and financial donations. You can make an on-line  
donation by visiting: www.thestnicholasproject.com and go to the Donate icon.  Or, mail a check directly to: Kurn  
Hattin Homes for Children P.O. Box 127  Westminster, VT  05158.  If you have any questions, please contact  
Fr. Harlow at: lwharlow@sover.net.  Thank you for remembering the boys and girls at the children's home and for  
being their special guardian angels.  God bless you! 

                                                                                                                                                            
Adoration Every first Friday of the Month at Our Lady of the Valley 3-4 P.M.                                                                              
                       
Cursillo Ultreya  - 3rd Wednesday of Each Month @ 7pm.                                                                                                      
Please join us at St. Michael in the Youth Center as we resume our in person meetings.  We 
look forward to seeing you.                         

Online Giving  Please refer  to our  website, https:our ladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org/ 
for information regarding online giving, so that you may continue to support our church dur-
ing this difficult time. Now online giving is easier than ever.  Give online through our parish 
website or from the app.                                                                                                                               
To get the online Giving app, go to OLGApp.com.   Register the app with our organization ID# 1345                                                                     

 

http://www.thestnicholasproject.com
mailto:lwharlow@sover.net
https://ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org/


 
Pope Francis Speaks to the Family 
It Is Worth Saying Yes To God                                                                                                                                    

The Lord calls some to be priests, to give themselves to 

him more fully so as to love all people with the heart of 

the Good Shepherd. Some he calls to the service of oth-

ers in the religious life: devoting themselves in monas-

teries to praying for the good of the world and in vari-

ous areas of the apostolate, giving of themselves for the 

sake of all, especially those most in need.  I will never 

forget that day, September 21--I was seventeen years 

old-when, after stopping in the Church of San Jose ’de 

Flores to go to confession, I first heard God calling me.  

Do not be afraid of what God asks of you! It is worth 

saying “yes” to God.  In him we find joy!                                                                                                                           

Dear young people, some of you may not yet know 

what you will do with your lives.  Ask the Lord, and he 

will show you the way.  The young Samuel kept hear-

ing the voice of the Lord who was calling him, but he 

did not understand or know what to say, yet with the 

help of the priest Eli, in the end he answered, “Speak 

Lord, for I am listening” (cf. 1 Samuel 3:1-10).  You 

too can ask the Lord, “What do you want me to do? 

What Path am I to follow?”   Meeting with the Volunteers of 

World Youth Day,                                      Rio de Janeiro July 

28, 2013  

THE MESSIAH FORETOLD 
 Today’s story of the cure of a deaf man with a 
speech impediment is a good example of how much 
is contained in a simple miracle story. The Greek 
word mogilalos appears only here in all of the New 
Testament. It is a technical term referring to some-
one with a stammer. It is also used only once in the 
entire Jewish scriptures, in the passage that we read 
today as our first reading from Isaiah. Clearly, by 
his choice of this precise word Mark wants us to 
recognize that what Jesus is doing is the fulfillment 
of what Isaiah had predicted centuries earlier. In 
fact, Mark wants us to recognize that Jesus is the 
Messiah foretold by Isaiah and the other Jewish 
prophets of old. 
 The word ephphatha, “be opened,” used to de-
scribe the restoration of the man’s speech, is an-
other example of a subtle allusion to an earlier 
prophecy. This time the prophecy in question is 
from Ezekiel, when he foretells that in the messi-
anic age, “your mouth shall be opened to 
speak” (24:26). The sophistication of Mark’s nar-
rative is further revealed when we realize that there 
are multiple levels within a single reference. Mark 
not only draws our attention back to Israel’s pro-
phetic past, he also points to the initiatory practice 
of his contemporaries by his mention of such 
things as spittle, touching of ears, and the use of 
the word ephphatha, all of which were practices 
incorporated into the early Church’s baptismal rit-
ual. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

 
FEAST OF FAITH 
Remembering 
 When Jesus broke the bread on the night before he 
died, he told his disciples, “do this in memory of 
me” (Luke 22:19). Christians have been faithful to that 
solemn command. Our eucharistic remembering is not 
nostalgia, nor is it merely historical, recalling events and 
facts of long ago. In the liturgy, remembering is action. 
“Do this,” Jesus said. In the Eucharist, we remember by 
doing. And as we remember, the sacrifice of Jesus is re-
newed, truly made present, no longer then, but now.  
 After the consecration, each of the Eucharistic Pray-
ers includes a section called the anamnesis, a Greek word 
that means “remembering.” In this part of the prayer, “the 
Church, fulfilling the command that she received from 
Christ the Lord through the Apostles, keeps the memorial 
of Christ, recalling especially his blessed Passion, glori-
ous Resurrection, and Ascension into heaven” (General 
Instruction of the Roman Missal, 79e). We pause and call 
to mind the whole paschal mystery, Christ’s dying and 
rising. “We celebrate the memory of his death and resur-
rection” (Eucharistic Prayer for Reconciliation II). Obey-
ing Christ’s command, we remember. 
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 
 

 
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: Labor Day; Rosh Hashanah  
 (Jewish New Year 5782) begins at sunset 
Wednesday: The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Thursday: St. Peter Claver 
Saturday: Patriot Day; Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 5, 2021 
Did not God choose those who are poor  
in the world to be rich in faith and heirs  
to the kingdom? 
— James 2:5 
The Wisdom of Fulton Sheen                                
“In moments when fever, agony, and pain make it hard to pray, 
the suggestion of prayer that comes from merely holding the 
rosary--or better still, from caressing the Crucifix at the end of 
it--is tremendous!        September 5 
 
RECLAIMING OUR UNITY 
 Even the smallest act of service, the simplest act of 
kindness, is a way to honor those we lost, a way to re-
claim that spirit of unity that followed 9/11. Barack Obama 


