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SCHEDULE AND MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK:

        October 17, 2021         Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
                                  

 Offertory:  October  3, 2021     OLV $264.00, COS $ 343.00, OLG $120.00  Total  $  727.00                                        

 Offertory:  October 10, 2021 OLV $258.75, COS $1593.00, OLG $105.00  Total $1956.75 

Our Lady of Mercy and the West 

 

SUNDAY MASS INTENTIONS  

                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

   October 17, 2021 In Honor of Susan & Dan Daigler by Dan Daigler OLV                                                        
   October 17, 2021 In Honor of Michael Daigler by Dan Daigler COS       
   Daily Mass will  be available W-Th-F at St. Charles, Bellows Falls  9 AM        
   

                                                                                                                                                                               
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 2 Tm 4:10-17b; Ps 145:10-13, 17-18;  
 Lk 10:1-9 
Tuesday: Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21;  
 Ps 40:7-10, 17; Lk 12:35-38 
Wednesday: Rom 6:12-18; Ps 124:1b-8; Lk 12:39-48 
Thursday: Rom 6:19-23; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 12:49-53 
Friday: Rom 7:18-25a; Ps 119:66, 68, 76-77, 93-94;  
 Lk 12:54-59 
Saturday: Rom 8:1-11; Ps 24:1b-4ab, 5-6; Lk 13:1-9 

Sunday: Jer 31:7-9; Ps 126:1-6; Heb 5:1-6;  
 Mk 10:46-52 
 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal—We are currently at 39% of our Goal of $21,649.55. Please consider 
making a donation by mail or on line.  Be sure to choose “Our Lady of Mercy.”  

 

The Christ Our Hope: Building a Vibrant Church campaign is underway! As you know, Our 
Lady of Mercy and the West River Missions will enjoy 60% of the funds raised.  The other 40% will 
strengthen our faith formation programs (evangelization, education and youth ministry) as well as 
outreach through emergency assistance delivered by Vermont Catholic Charities. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.christourhopevt.org  

 

October Is “Respect Life Month”  There are St. Joseph Prayer Cards at both entrances to the 
church. Be sure to pick one up.  St. Joseph, Defender of life, pray for us!  

 

Adoration Every first Friday of the Month at Our Lady of the Valley 3-4 P.M.                                                                              

Cursillo Ultreya  - 3rd Wednesday of Each Month @ 7pm.                                                                   

Valley Cares Assisted Living Mass Every Third Fr iday of the Month 11 A.M.                                                                                                     

                                                           

Online Giving  Please refer  to our  website, https:our ladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org/ for  in-
formation regarding online giving, so that you may continue to support our church during this diffi-
cult time. Now online giving is easier than ever.  Give online through our parish website or from the 
app. To get the online Giving app, go to OLGApp.com.   Register the app with our organization ID# 
1345                                                                      

 

  

https://ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org/


 
Pope Francis Speaks to the Family 
Mothers Plant the Seed of Faith 
A society without mothers would be a dehuman-
ized society, for mothers are always, even in the 
worst moments, witnesses of tenderness, dedica-
tion, and moral strength. Mothers often pass on the 
deepest sense of religious practice: in a human be-
ing’s life, the value of faith is inscribed in the first 
prayers, the first acts of devotion that a child 
learns.  It is a message that believing mothers are 
able to pass on without much explanation:  these 
come later, but the seed of faith is those early pre-
cious moments.  Without mothers, not only would 
there be no new faithful, but the faith would lose a 
good part of its simple and profound warmth.                                            
   General Audience, Paul VI Hall, January 7, 2015                                                                                                                             
 
THE HUMANITY OF JESUS CHRIST 

 All three readings today support—each in its 
own way, of course—a reflection on the humanity 
of Jesus Christ and how that humanity played a 
key role in the drama of our salvation. Although 
not chosen specifically to coordinate with the other 
two readings, today’s second reading does in fact 
carry forward the theme of Christ’s humanity in a 
remarkable way. The author of the Letter to the 
Hebrews highlights the solidarity that exists be-
tween Jesus and us, precisely because in his human 
nature Jesus has known the same sufferings and 
testing that are our own experience. Because he 
can “sympathize with our weaknesses,” we can 
“approach the throne of grace to receive mercy.” 
For the author of Hebrews, the humanity of Jesus 
was an essential requirement for his redemptive 
death, as well as an invitation to us to find in Jesus 
someone with whom we can identify in our daily 
struggles. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 
The Wisdom of Fulton Sheen        
Make this experiment whether you believe in God 
or not.  At our first opportunity, stop in a Catholic 
Church for a visit.  You need not believe, as we 
Catholics do, that Our Lord is really and truly pre-
sent in the tabernacle.  But just sit there for an 
hour, and within that hour you will experience a 
surpassing peace the like of which you never be-
fore enjoyed in your life.  You will ask yourself as 
a sensationalist once asked me when we made an 
all-night vigil of adoration in the Basilica of Sacre 
Coeur in Paris:  “What is it that is in that church?” 
Without voice or argument or thundering demands, 
you will have an awareness of something before 
which your spirit trembles-a sense of the Divine. 
October 18                        

 

 
FEAST OF FAITH 
Only Say the Word 
 The bread is broken, the banquet is prepared, and 
now we are invited to the feast. Once more the priest 
holds the host, now broken, for us to see, and invites us to 
behold the one “who takes away the sins of the world.” 
Truly blessed and happy are those invited to this meal, 
which is a foretaste of the heavenly banquet, the supper 
of the Lamb (Revelation 19:19). We respond to this invi-
tation with a prayer to the Lord: we acknowledge that we 
are not worthy, but at the same time we are confident that 
the One who comes to us can heal us, body and soul. This 
prayer echoes the story of the centurion in Luke’s Gospel. 
The centurion, a Gentile, asks healing for his servant, but 
does not consider himself worthy to have Jesus come un-
der his roof—he believes that Jesus can heal his servant 
with a word, without even seeing him. Jesus is amazed at 
his faith. It is the same for us. We believe that Jesus 
speaks to us, comes to us, dwells with us, even though we 
neither hear his voice nor see his face. 
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

 
 
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: St. Luke 
Tuesday: Ss. John de Brébeuf, Isaac Jogues,  
 and Companions 
Wednesday: St. Paul of the Cross 
Friday: St. John Paul II 
Saturday: St. John of Capistrano;  
 Blessed Virgin Mary                                                 

 

 
Do Something Beautiful For God                                                        
The Essential Teachings of Mother Teresa                             
 
If you were to die today, what would others say 
about you?  What was in you that was beautiful, 
that was Christ like, that helped others to pray 
better?  Face yourself, with Jesus at your side, and 
do not be satisfied with just any answer.  Go deep 
into the question.  Examine your life.  October 16                           
 
When we realize that we are all sinners needing for-
giveness, it will be easier for us to forgive others.  
We have to be forgiven in order to be able to for-
give.  If I do not understand this, it will be very hard 
for me to say, “I forgive you” to anyone.  October 17                              


