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SCHEDULE AND MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK:

        October 31, 2021         Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                                                                   

 Offertory:  October 17, 2021 OLV $312.00, COS $434.00, OLG $120.00  Total $ 866.00                                         

 Offertory:  October 24, 2021   OLV $325.00, COS $364.25, OLG $145.00  Total $ 834.25                            

Our Lady of Mercy and the West 

 

SUNDAY MASS INTENTIONS  

      October 31, 2021 For the Repose of the Soul of James Daigler by Dan Daigler -OLV                                          
  October 31, 2021 For the Repose of the Soul of Peter C. Fontaine by Evelyn Ploude -COS      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                          
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Rv 7:2-4, 9-14; Ps 24:1-6; 1 Jn 3:1-3;  
 Mt 5:1-12a 
Tuesday: Wis 3:1-9; Ps 23:1-6; Rom 5:5-11 or 6:3-9;  
 Jn 6:37-40, or any readings from no. 668 or  
 from the Masses for the Dead, nos. 1011-1016 
Wednesday: Rom 13:8-10; Ps 112:1b-2, 4-5, 9;  
 Lk 14:25-33 
Thursday: Rom 14:7-12; Ps 27:1bcde, 4, 13-14;  
 Lk 15:1-10 
Friday: Rom 15:14-21; Ps 98:1-4; Lk 16:1-8 
Saturday: Rom 16:3-9, 16, 22-27; Ps 145:2-5, 10-11;  
 Lk 16:9-15 
Sunday: 1 Kgs 17:10-16; Ps 146:7-10; Heb 9:24-28;  
 Mk 12:38-44 [41-44] 
 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal—You can make a one-time gift or pledge until June 30, 2022.  You can also help us save 
resources by reducing our mailings by using Our Online Giving App. Be sure to choose “Our Lady of Mercy” 

The Christ Our Hope: Building a Vibrant Church campaign is underway! As you know, Our Lady of Mercy 
and the West River Missions will enjoy 60% of the funds raised.  The other 40% will strengthen our faith for-
mation programs (evangelization, education and youth ministry) as well as outreach through emergency as-
sistance delivered by Vermont Catholic Charities. For more information, please visit 
www.christourhopevt.org  

November is the month we pray for the “Souls of our Faithful Departed.”  Completed information will be 
placed on the altar.  Envelopes are available. 

Adoration Every first Friday of the Month at Our Lady of the Valley 3-4 P.M.                                                                              

 

Cursillo Ultreya  - 3rd Wednesday of Each Month @ 7pm. at Our Lady of the Valley                                            
                                                                                                                                 
Valley Cares Assisted Living Mass Every Third Friday of the Month 11 A.M.                                                                                                     

Daily Mass will  be available W-Th-F at St. Charles, Bellows Falls  9 AM       
    

                                                          
Online Giving  Please refer  to our  website, https:our ladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org/ for  in-
formation regarding online giving, so that you may continue to support our church during this diffi-
cult time. Now online giving is easier than ever.  Give online through our parish website or from the 
app. To get the online Giving app, go to OLGApp.com.   Register the app with our organization ID# 
1345                                                                      

 

https://ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org/


 
Pope Francis Speaks to the Family 
The Home Where Mary Grew Up 

The Church celebrates the parents of the Virgin 
Mary, the grandparents of Jesus, Saints Joachim 
and Anne.  In their home Mary came into the 
world, accompanied by the extraordinary mystery 
of the Immaculate Conception.  Mary grew up in 
the home of Joachim and Anne; she was sur-
rounded by their love and faith; in their home she 
learned to listen to the Lord and to follow his will. 
Saints Joachim and Anne were part of a chain of 
people who had transmitted their faith and love 
for God, expressed in the warmth and love of fam-
ily life, down to Mary, who received the Son of 
God in her womb and who gave him to the world, 
to us.  How precious is the family as the privileged 
place fro transmitting the faith!  Angelus, Rio De 
Janiero, July 26, 2013 
 

 
Saint of the Day 
Legend has it that Saints Simon and Jude 
traveled to Persia together where they were 
both martyred. This may explain why they 
share the same feast day. Saint Simon is 
usually referred to as "the Zealot,” and 
Saint Jude, also known as Thaddeus, is of-
ten considered the brother of Saint James 
the Lesser.  
 

 
The Wisdom of Fulton Sheen        
There is a tendency among many shallow thinkers 
of our day to teach that every human act is a reflex, 
over which we do not exercise human control.  
They world rate a generous deed as no more 
praiseworthy than a wink, a crime as no more vol-
untary than a sneeze.                                                         
...Such a philosophy undercuts all human dignity.  
All of us have the power of choice in action at eve-
ry moment of our lives. October 30  
 

In every friendship hearts grow and entwine them-
selves together, so that the two hearts seem to 
make only one heart with only a common thought.  
That is why separation is so painful:  It is not so 
much two hearts separating, but one being torn 
asunder.  October 31 
 

 
FEAST OF FAITH 
Prayer after Communion 

 The rites following the reception of Communion 
are very short. It is as if the Church is saying to us 
that the only way to respond to this great gift is to go 
forth and live it! But there are some significant rites 
yet before we are sent forth from the Mass. After 
Communion, we pray together in silence or sing a 
hymn; both are ways to thank God for the gift of the 
Son. Then the priest prays another collect, the Prayer 
after Communion. This prayer, usually very short, 
gathers our prayers into one. It reminds us of what 
we have already experienced: in receiving the Eu-
charist, we have received a foretaste of the heavenly 
banquet; we have eaten the bread of angels. This re-
ality, this knowledge, should transform us, so that 
we may journey through this life with our hearts set 
on eternal life, and find in the Eucharist—which is 
food from heaven and daily bread—the strength and 
hope we need to work toward God’s kingdom of jus-
tice here and now. 
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
 Halloween 
Monday: All Saints 
Tuesday: Commemoration of All the Faithful  
 Departed (All Souls’ Day); Election Day 
Wednesday: St. Martin de Porres 
Thursday: St. Charles Borromeo 
Friday: First Friday 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary; First Saturday 

 
Do Something Beautiful For God                                                        
The Essential Teachings of Mother Teresa                             
Joy is a sign of a generous personality.  Sometimes it is 
also a mantle that clothes a life of great sacrifice and self
-giving.  A person who has the gift of joy often reaches 
high summits.  October 28 
One cannot expect to become a saint wihout paying the 
price, and the price is much renunciation, much tempta-
tion, much struggle and persecution, and all sorts of sac-
rifices.  One cannot love God except at the cost of one-
self.  October 29 
When I pick up a hungry person from the street, I give 
him a plate of rice, a piece of bread.  But a person who is 
shut out, who feels unwanted, unloved, terrified, the 
person who has been thrown out of society-that spiritual 
poverty is much harder to overcome. October 30 
All my years of service to the poor have helped me to 
understand human dignity.  If they have a problem, it is 
not lack of money, but the fact that their right to be 
treated humanely and with tenderness is not recognized.  
October 31 


