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SCHEDULE AND MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK:

        November 28, 2021                               First Sunday of Advent 
                         

 Offertory:  November 14, 2021     OLV $494.00, COS $261.00, OLG $120.00  Total $875.00                        

 Offertory:  November 21, 2021     OLV $283.00, COS $283.00, OLG $120.00  Total $686.00 

Our Lady of Mercy and the West 

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

        November 28, 2021 RIP Emilia Bruce by Michelle Sienkiewicz—OLV                                                         

November 28, 2021 For all Parishioners—COS 

                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                                  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday: Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 4:18-22 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a;  
 Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday: Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6;  
 Mt 9:35 — 10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Sunday: Bar 5:1-9; Ps 126:1-6; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11; 
 Lk 3:1-6 

 

Christ Our Hope—Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift! 

The Christ Our Hope: Building a Vibrant Church is 64% to goal.  Our Lady of 
Mercy and the West River Missions raised $88,272.00 (in gifts and pledges).  We are grateful to all 
those who were able to contribute, and especially your prayers.  Next weekend, we will make an in-
pew request to consider a gift to the campaign.  We then ask you to consider our shared responsi-
bility for the needs of our spiritual home, our parish, and the future of our Catholic Church in Ver-
mont.  Finally, we invite those who can give to prayerfully consider a sacrificial gift beyond their 
usual offertory and bishop’s appeal contribution.                   

Diocesan Synod for a Synodal Church                                                                                                      
Pope Francis has asked dioceses around the world to take part in the celebration of the 2021-2023 
“Synod for a Synodal Church.”                                                                                                                               
The theme for a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, Mission. 

Adoration Every first Friday of the Month at Our Lady of the Valley 3-4 P.M.                                                                              
    

Cursillo Ultreya  - 3rd Wednesday of Each Month  7pm. at Our Lady of the Valley                                                                                                     

                       

Online Giving  Please refer to our website, https:ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org/ for information 
regarding online giving, so that you may continue to support our church during this difficult 
time. Now online giving is easier than ever.  Give online through our parish website or from 
the app.                                                                                                                               To get 
the online Giving app, go to OLGApp.com.   Register the app with our organization ID# 1345                                   

 

  

https://ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org/


 
Pope Francis Speaks to the Family 
The Window of the Young   
It is true that nowadays, to some extent, everyone, 
including our young people, feels attracted by the 
many idols which take the place of God and appear 
to offer hope: money, success, power, pleasure.  
Often a growing sense of loneliness and emptiness 
in the hearts of many people leads them to seek 
satisfaction in these ephemeral idols.  Dear broth-
ers and sisters let us be lights of hope!  Let us 
maintain a positive outlook on reality.  Let us en-
courage the generosity which is typical of the 
young and help them to work actively in building a 
better world.  Young people are a powerful engine 
for the Church and for society.   
They do not need material things alone; also and 
above all, they need to have held up to them those 
nonmaterial values which are the spiritual heart of 
a people, the memory of a people.  In this Shrine, 
which is part of the memory of Brazil, we can al-
most read those values: spirituality, generosity, 
solidarity, perseverance, fraternity, joy, they are 
values whose deepest root is in the Christian faith.  
Holily, Our Lady of the Conception of Aparecida, Brazil, July 24, 
2013                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

Saint of the Week 
St. Cecilia 
Although there is little historical evidence concern-
ing the life of Saint Cecilia, she is one of the fa-
mous martyrs of the Church in Rome. She is men-
tioned in the list of saints in the first Eucharistic 
Prayer—Roman Canon. Cecilia is often depicted 
playing an organ.                                   
Like any good Christian, Cecilia sang in her heart, 
and sometimes with her voice. She has become a 
symbol of the Church’s conviction that good music 
is an integral part of the liturgy, of greater value to 
the Church than any other art.  
 
GREATNESS 
The measure of greatness is not the number of servants 
you have, but the number of people you serve.—Anonymous 

 
 

Wisdom of Fulton Sheen 
But when finally the scrolls of history are com-
plete, down to the last word of time, the saddest 
line of all will be: “there was no room in the Inn. 
“The inn was the fathering place of public opinion, 
the focal point of the world’s moods, the rendez-
vous of the worldly, the rallying place of the popu-
lar and the successful.  But there’s no room in the 
place where the world gathers.  The stable is a 
place for outcasts, the ignored and the forgotten.  
                November 28 

 

Prayer of the Synod: 
Adsumus Sancte Spiritus 

 
We stand before You, Holy Spirit                                             

as we gather together in your name.                                
With you alone to guide us,                                               

make Yourself at home in our hearts;                                    
teach us the way to must go                                                    
and how we are to pursue it.                                                   

We are weak and sinful;                                                           
do not let us promote disorder.                                                    

Do not let ignorance                                                                
lead us down the wrong path                                                       

nor partiality influence our actions.                                           
Let us find in You our unity                                                        

and not stray from the way of truth                                         
and what is right.                                                                          

All this we ask of You,                                                           
who are at work in every place and time,                                 

in the communion of the Father                                                       
and the Son, forever and ever. Amen 

 
 
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday:  First Sunday of Advent;  
 Hanukkah begins 
Tuesday: St. Andrew, Apostle 
Wednesday: World AIDS Awareness Day 
Friday: St. Francis Xavier 
Friday: St. John Damascene; First Friday 
Saturday: First Saturday 
                                                 

Do Something Beautiful For God                                                        
The Essential Teachings of Mother Teresa                                           
 
Do we know our poor people? Do we know the 
poor in our house, in our family?  Perhaps our chil-
dren, husband, wife, are not hungry for food, or na-
ked, or dispossessed.  But are you sure there is no 
one there who feels unwanted, deprived of affec-
tion?                     November 21  
 
If you are joyful, it will shine in your eyes, in your 
conversation, and in your countenance.  You will 
not be able to hide it because joy overflows.                                       
      November 24 
 
Go out into the world today and love the people 
you meet.                 November 25                                                 


