
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of Matthew 3:1-12 

John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert of 

Judea 

and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand!" 

It was of him that the prophet Isaiah had spoken when 

he said: 

A voice of one crying out in the desert, 
Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight his paths. 
John wore clothing made of camel's hair  

and had a leather belt around his waist. 

His food was locusts and wild honey. 

At that time Jerusalem, all Judea, 

and the whole region around the Jordan 

were going out to him 

and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River 

as they acknowledged their sins. 

 

When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 

coming to his baptism, he said to them, "You brood of 

vipers! 

Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 

Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance. 

And do not presume to say to yourselves,  

'We have Abraham as our father.' 

For I tell you,  

God can raise up children to Abraham from these 

stones. 

Even now the ax lies at the root of the trees. 

Therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit  

will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 

I am baptizing you with water, for repentance,  

but the one who is coming after me is mightier than I. 

I am not worthy to carry his sandals. 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

His winnowing fan is in his hand. 

He will clear his threshing floor  

and gather his wheat into his barn,  

 

 
 

Mass Intentions  

Our Lady of the Valley 

12/4/2022 RIP Ann Elizabeth Chapman by 

Marc Chapman 

Chapel of Snows 

12/3/2022 Intention of Mike Daigler by 

Dan Daigler 

12/4/22 RIP James and Lola Nieto by 

Maria Lewis 

 

Reading for the Week 

Monday: Is 35:1-10, Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 

13-14, Lk 5:17-26 

Tuesday: Is 40:1-11, Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-

12, 13, Mt 18:12-14 

Wednesday: Is 40:25-31, Ps 103: 1-2, 3-4, 8 

and 10, Mt 11:28-30  

Thursday: Gn 3:9-15, 20, Ps 98:1,2-3ab, 3cd-4, 

Eph 1:3-6, 11-12, Lk 1:26-38 

Friday: Is 48:17-19, Ps 1:1-2,3,4 and 6, Mt 

11:16-19 

Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11, Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 

15-16, 18-19, Mt 17:9a, 10-13 

Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10, Ps 146:6-7, 8-9,9-10, Jas 

5:7-10, Mt 11:2-11 

December 4th, 2022      SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

Offertory: November 27th, 2022 

Our Lady of the Valley $276.00  Chapel of the Snows $627   Total $1,018 

December 8th, 2022 

Immaculate Conception 

of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary 

Holy Day of Obligation 

Mass time  

Our Lady of the Valley 6 

pm   

 

 

Chapel of the Snows  

Winter Mass Schedule 

We are excited to have so many of our friends 

and family return to Stratton Mountain this 

winter.   

Welcome Home!  

Beginning November 26th through Easter we 

will have two masses each weekend 

Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 12:30 pm 

 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/3?1%20


 

 

A LESSON FROM JOHN THE BAPTIST 

It happens.  We make a mistake; we hurt someone we love or another.  There can be any number of 

reasons why we did what we did.  Then there comes the time when we realize the right thing to do is to 

say we are sorry.  The funny thing about apologizing is that we never regret having apologized once we 

do.  So often, we feel so much better after we say we are sorry.  A burden has been lifted from our 

shoulders, and we know we have done the right thing.   

John the Baptist uses the word repent.  He knows for a believer to be in communion with Jesus, we must 

ask for forgiveness for our sins.  He knows that when we ask for forgiveness, we are drawn closer to God.   

The Church has long recognized what John taught; forgiveness is a beautiful grace to receive.  This is why 

we have the sacrament of confession.  As Catholics we understand the power of the sacraments yet often 

we go long periods without enjoying the gift of confession.  Some feel they do not need a priest to “hear” 

their confession, rather they believe they can talk directly to God.  We can and should speak to God 

throughout the day including asking for forgiveness.  Yet something entirely different happens when we 

confess to a priest.  There is an encouragement we receive along with the forgiveness.  Priests are very 

aware of how God loves to forgive us, removing anything that can stand between us and our Lord.    

Over time I have become deeply aware that confession allows me to make things right with Our Lord.  

Like you, my hope is to avoid anything from being an obstacle between myself and God.   

In encourage you to go to confession and enjoy the closeness to God that follows.   

Your friend in Christ-Deacon RJ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interested in learning more about becoming 

Catholic? 

Let’s talk.   

Deacon RJ Dourney 

dourneyrj@gmail.com 

cell 774.766.0907 

 

 

 

 

 

  
As the holidays approach, it may be easier for you 

and your family to give online.  Please refer to our 

website, https:ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org 

or go to OLGApp.com and use ID#1345 for our 

parish 

 

May God Bless you always 
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