
Our Lady of the Valley & Chapel of the Snows 

   

 

So he came to a town 

in Samaria called 

Sychar, near the plot 

of ground Jacob had 

given to his son 

Joseph. Jacob’s well 

was there, and Jesus, 

tired as he was from 

the journey, sat down 

by the well. It was 

about noon. When a 

Samaritan woman 

came to draw water, 

Jesus said to 

her, “Will you give me a drink?” (His disciples had gone 

into the town to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to 

him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How 

can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate 

with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the 

gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you 

would have asked him and he would have given you 

living water.” “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing 

to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this 

living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who 

gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his 

sons and his livestock?” Jesus answered, “Everyone who 

drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks 

the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water 

I give them will become in them a spring of water welling 

up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me 

this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep 

coming here to draw water.” “Sir,” the woman said, “I 

can see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped 

on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where 

we must worship is in Jerusalem.” “Woman,” Jesus 

replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will 

worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 

Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not 

know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is 

from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now 

come when the true worshipers will worship the Father 

in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of 

worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his 

worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” The 

woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is 

coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to 

us.” Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I 

am he.” John 4:5-15, 19b-26 

 

 

 

.Readings for the Week of March 13, 2023. 
Sunday: Ex 17:3-7/Ps 95:1-2, 6-9/Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 4:5-42 or  

4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42 
Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab/Pss 42:2, 3;43:3, 4/Lk 4:24-30 
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43/Ps 25:4-9/Mt 18:21-35  

Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20/Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday: Jer 7:23-28/Ps 95:1-2, 6-9/Lk 11:14-23 
Friday: Hos 14:2-10/Ps 81:6c-11b, 14, 17/Mk 12:28-34 

Saturday: Hos 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-21ab/Lk 18:9-14 

Sunday: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-6/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 

or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 
 

Mass Intentions 
 Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday      10:45 AM  INT Ruth M. Daigler  
 March 12   By: Dan Daigler 
 

 Chapel of the Snows 
 Saturday   4:30 PM  RIP     Steven Kopins 
 March 11       By: Karen Kopins-Shaw 
 
 Sunday     12:30 PM INT Mary Brooke Shaw  
 March 12   By: Karen Kopins-Shaw 
 

Weekly Offering 
Weekend March 4, 2023 March 5, 2023 

   Our Lady of the Valley Offering  $  565.00 
  

   Chapel of the Snows Offering  $ 1245.00 
 

 Online Giving    $  115.00 
    Total:   $ 1945.00 
 

Saint of the Week ~ Saint Patrick 

5th Century Britain and Ireland; patron 
saint and national apostle of Ireland, credited 
with bringing Christianity to Ireland and 

probably responsible 
in part for the 
Christianization of 
the Picts and Anglo-
Saxons. He is known 
only from two short 
works, the Confessio, 
a spiritual 
autobiography, and 
his Letter to 
Coroticus, a 
denunciation of 

British mistreatment of Irish Christians.  
Feast day is March 17th  

 

 

https://www.britannica.com/place/United-Kingdom
https://www.britannica.com/topic/patron-saint
https://www.britannica.com/topic/patron-saint
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/apostle
https://www.britannica.com/place/Ireland
https://www.britannica.com/topic/missions-Christianity
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Pict
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Anglo-Saxon
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Anglo-Saxon


Third Sunday of Lent                                  March 12, 2023 

   

 

Our Lady of the Valley, 

First Friday Adoration 3-

4 P.M. followed by 

Stations of the Cross. All 

other Fridays in March Stations will begin at 

3:00 P.M. 
 

Lenten Day of Reflection 

Topic: “The Dark Time Between Disaster and  

Faith is called Hope.” 
 

Presented by Deacon Art Miller of Archdiocese of 

Hartford. 

Deacon Art is an author, radio host revivalist 

retired businessman.  Director of the office for 

Black Catholic Ministries for the Archdiocese of 

Hartford and has reflections on USCCB website 

and more! 
 

When: March 18, 2023 11:00 A.M. (gather at 

10:30 A.M.) followed by Adoration, 

Reconciliation, Benediction and Mass 

at 4:00 P.M. 
 

Where: Our Lady of the Valley RC Church 

92 Grafton Road, Townshend, VT. 05353 

Light lunch provided. 

 
Annual Vermont Catholic Women’s Retreat 
Saturday, April 22 • 9 am to 3 pm Our Lady of the 
Angels, Parish Hall Randolph. Cost: $30 with lunch 
included Register: vermontcatholic.org/womens-
retreat/  
This year’s theme is inspired by St. Therese of 
Lisieux — Power of Little: How to show great love 
in the little things. Msgr. Richard Lavalley will be 
the keynote speaker. This is the same retreat that 
was offered in the Fall, we ask that if you attended 
the October retreat that you refrain from registering 
for this retreat as a way to give other women an 
opportunity to attend. 
 

“In our Lenten journey towards 

Easter, let us remember the One who 

“humbled himself and became 

obedient unto death, even death on a 

cross” (Phil 2:8). During this season of 

conversion, let us renew our faith, 

draw from the “living   water” 

of hope, and receive with open hearts the love of God, 

who makes us brothers and sisters in Christ.”  Pope 
Francis, Lenten Message 2021 

 

3rd Sunday of Lent 

In today’s Gospel, the dialogue between Jesus and a 

woman from Samaria is among the lengthiest and most 

theological found in Scripture. The most startling 

aspect of the conversation is that it happens at all. 

Jesus, an observant Jew of that time, was expected to 

avoid conversation with women in public. The 

animosity between the Jews and the Samaritans should 

have prevented the conversation as well. The woman 

herself alludes to the break from tradition: “How can 

you, a Jew, ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?” 

Yet Jesus not only converses with the woman, he also 

asks to share her drinking vessel, an action that makes 

him unclean according to Jewish law. The initial 

conversation between Jesus and the woman is better 

understood if we consider the importance of water, 

especially in the climate of Israel. At first, the woman 

understands Jesus’ promise of “living water” in a literal 

sense: “Sir, give me this water, so that I may not be 

thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” 

The timing of her visit is a clear sign that she is an 

outcast within the Samaritan community. We learn in 

her conversation with Jesus that she is an outcast 

because of her “many husbands.” Behind the 

conversation lies the animosity and rivalry between the 

Jews and the Samaritans. The high point of the 

conversation is when Jesus reveals himself to her as the 

Messiah. His answer to the Samaritan woman’s 

questions about worship is meant to predict a time 

when worshiping in truth and spirit will become the 

way to worship. After the conversation, the Samaritan 

woman becomes a disciple. The significance of the 

encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman has 

many levels. The first is personal: The woman is 

herself converted to belief in Jesus as Messiah because 

he knows her sin but speaks with her just the same. The 

second is social: Having come to know Jesus as the 

Messiah, the Samaritan woman becomes an evangelist 

to her own people. The third level of the story is 

educational: Jesus uses his encounter with the 

Samaritan woman to teach his disciples that God’s 

mercy is without limit. The disciples return from their 

shopping quite confused to find Jesus talking with a 

Samaritan, and a woman at that! But the conversion of 

the Samaritan townspeople is a foretaste of the kind of 

open community that will be created among those who 

believe that Jesus is the Messiah. (Copyright 2023 Loyola 

Press. All Rights Reserved. Used with permission. www.loyolapress.com)  
 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/lent/documents/papa-francesco_20201111_messaggio-quaresima2021.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/lent/documents/papa-francesco_20201111_messaggio-quaresima2021.html
http://www.loyolapress.com/

