
St. Joseph Roman Catholic Parish 
OVER A CENTURY OF CATHOLIC PRESENCE 

Rev. James W. McGuffey - Pastor  
Rev. Msgr. Pafnouti Wassef - Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Sean G. Winters - In Residence 
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TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
SEPTEMBER 15, 2019

PARISH CALENDAR
SUNDAY September 15
MONDAY September 16

6:00 PM PREP 1st Grade Parent Mtg., gym
TUESDAY September 17

6:00 PM PREP, school
WEDNESDAY September 18

6:00 PM PREP, school
THURSDAY September 19

7:00 PM Back to School Night/Ice Cream Social,
school

7:30 PM St. Vincent de Paul Mtg., church hall room
FRIDAY September 20

8:00 PM A/A, Alanon, Alateen, church hall
SATURDAY September 21

9:30 AM Food Pantry, church hall

Be sure to visit www.stjosephparishfamily.com for
information on all that’s happening in and around
our Parish, our School, and our Religious Education
Program.

“For everything there is a season and
a time for every purpose under heaven. . .”

a time to heal... for the sick of our Parish and especially
for Mary Wagner, Anthony LaMotta, Chip Cece, Diane
Rosa, Joseph Sabol, Al Traina

a time to die... Helen West

FOR OUR TROOPS
O Almighty Lord God, protect and assist, we beseech thee, all
those who at home or abroad, by land, by sea, or in the air,
are serving this Country.  That they, being armed with thy
defense, may be protected in all perils; and being filled with
wisdom and with strength, may do their duty to thy honor and
glory.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Remember in your prayers the members of our Armed
Services, especially: Taylor Setar, daughter of Greg and
Terry Setar; Thomas Rapp, grandson of Jeanette Miller; Justin
Lurker, grandson of Helen Lurker; Robert Michnowiez,
nephew of Helen Lurker; Justin Molarz, grandson of Susan
Molarz; Andrew Weaver, grandson of Joanne Halkovich;
Darren T. Dreboty, son-in-law of Jacqueline Eak; James
Molnar, grandson of Alice Benson; Elizabeth Brito and Lisa
Marie Brito, daughters of Ivette Brito;  Raymond Torres, son
of Deacon and Mrs. Ramon Torres.

SACRAMENTS
Baptism: The Rite of Baptism is celebrated on
the second weekend of the month: Saturday at
1:00 PM. Please arrange for the obligatory 
preparation session by calling the Parish Office.

Pastoral Care of the Sick: The Holy Eucharist
and the Anointing of the Sick are available to the
sick and shut-ins upon request.

First Penance, First Eucharist, Confirmation:
Children are expected to receive a Catholic
upbringing in their family life, to worship regularly
at Sunday Mass, and to receive ongoing
religious education in the years preceding the
reception of these sacraments.

Matrimony: Specific times are set for the
celebration of marriage during the year. To allow
ample time for preparation, please contact the
Parish Office at least one year before the 
intended wedding date.

Holy Orders or Religious Life: If you are 
considering serving God as a priest, deacon or
religious, you may contact your parish priest of
deacon; or phone the Office of Vocations at 732-
562-2457 for additional information.

MASS SCHEDULE
5:00 PM (Saturday evening Vigil Mass)
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM

 1:30 PM (Spanish)

Monday to Friday: 8:00 AM 
Saturday: 8:30 AM

St. Peregrine Mass for the Sick 
Second Thursday of the month - 7:00 PM

CONFESSIONS
Saturday: 11:00 AM

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM

MAILING ADDRESS
Parish School

55 High Street 865 Roosevelt Avenue
Carteret, NJ 07008 Carteret, NJ 07008

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
Parish Office 732-541-8946
Parish Office Fax 732-541-0500
Religious Education 732-969-8767
St. Joseph School 732-541-7111
St. Vincent de Paul Society 732-541-8946

Parish Website:  www.stjosephparishfamily.com
PREP Website:  www.stjosephprep.net
School Website:  www.sjps.net

PARISH SERVICES
Parish Registration: New parishioners are
welcome.  Please call the Parish Office to
register.  Please notify us if you move.

R.C.I.A.: Adults inquiring about the Catholic
Church with a desire to become Catholic are
invited to call the Parish Office for
information about the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults.

Parish Organizations: Adult Choir,
Children’s Choir, Ministry to the Poor,
Ministry to the Sick & Elderly, RCIA Team,
Food Pantry, Hispanic Ministry, St. Vincent
de Paul Society, Home School Association,
Athletic Association, and Catechetical
Instruction.

Sponsorship: To act as a Godparent for
Baptism or sponsor for Confirmation, the
sponsor must be a baptized Catholic,
Confirmed, received Communion, and live a
morally good life; if married, done so within
Church law.  Ordinarily the sponsor must be
at least 14 years old.  A Christian who is a
non-Catholic may be a witness for Baptism
together with a Catholic sponsor.



SUNDAY READINGS
First Reading - Exodus 32: 7-11, 13-14
Second Reading - 1 Timothy 1: 12-17
Gospel - Luke 15: 1-32 or 15: 1-10

Lost and Found
Welcome to “Lost and Found Sunday!”  Just in case being in

Church makes us proudly consider ourselves especially
religious, today’s Gospel suggests that we’d be wiser to admit
that we’re sometimes lost.  Then we’ll eventually be happily
counted among Jesus’ “found,” because today Jesus focuses on
a lost sheep, lost coin, lost son.  Jesus does so because the
Pharisees and scribes, proudly considering themselves
especially religious, “began to complain” that Jesus “welcomes
sinners and eats with them.”  So Jesus warns them—and us—to
stop judging others.  Marvel instead that God’s amazing grace
has found us!  Indeed, we should become Jesus’ friends
lovingly trying to find others.  So Exodus asks, if God “relented
in punishment” and pardoned us, shouldn’t we forgive fellow
sinners graciously?  Even Paul admits his “arrogance” as
“foremost among sinners.”  We too, happy at being “mercifully
treated,” should share with everyone else Jesus’ unfailing
patience.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 1 Tm 2: 1-8; Lk 7: 1-10
Tuesday: 1 Tm 3: 1-13; Lk 7: 11-17
Wednesday: 1 Tm 3: 14-16; Lk 7: 31-35
Thursday: 1 Tm 4: 12-16; Lk 7: 36-50
Friday: 1 Tm 6: 2c-12; Lk 8: 1-3
Saturday: Eph 4: 1-7, 11-13; Mt 9: 9-13
Sunday: Am 8: 4-7; 1 Tm 2: 1-8; Lk 16: 1-13 or

Lk 16: 10-13

OFFERTORY COLLECTION

September 8, 2019 $6012 $6640 (2018)

For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be.
-Matthew 6:21 

THANK YOU – A donation has been made to the St. Vincent
de Paul Society in loving memory of David Mastromonico by
Suzanne and Mike Tessalone.

PREP CLASSES BEGIN!
Parents who have children in our Parish Religious

Education Program are reminded that classes start on
Tuesday, September 17, at 6:00 p.m., for Grades 5 through
8; and on Wednesday, September 18, at 6:00 p.m. for Grades
1 through 4.  If you have not registered or re-registered your
child, please contact the PREP office as soon as possible. The
number is listed in the bulletin.

We are also still in need of catechists and aides to help in
our program.  Please consider volunteering!

There are just choices and there are
unjust choices.  Choices would be the
preference for chocolate ice cream
over vanilla ice cream or sherbet

instead of ice cream.  That is just a
choice.  A just choice would be to
choose to pay a fair and living wage to

employees as opposed to simply meeting the mandatory
standard of minimum wage laws.  An unjust choice would
be to choose to terminate the life of another human being. 
This is not just a choice and it is not a just choice; it is an
unjust choice.  Furthermore it is an unjust choice which is
diametrically opposed to the clear and consistent teaching
of the Catholic Church as well as to the clear and
consistent teaching of God Himself in the Ten
Commandments.  The direct, intentional taking of the life
of an innocent human being is inhumane and unjust.  It is
not just a choice! -Bishop Robert Vasa

Loving Father, You sent Your Son into this world that He
might bless and consecrate all life to You.  Your constant
love protected Him as the ever Virgin Mary bore Him in
her womb for nine months.  In His mission He taught us
the greatness of Your love and the sanctity of life.  We
pray that we may always cherish the life that You give us. 
In a special way we ask and pray that You grace and
protect all unborn children with Your ever caring love. 
We pray this in the Name of Jesus, Who is Lord, forever
and ever.  Amen.

The WALK FOR LIFE, benefitting Life Choices
Resource Center, will be held on Saturday, October 12,
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 pm. (rain or shine).  Youth Groups,
Families, CCD Students, and anyone who loves babies
and God’s people are invited to come and help make our
event a success!  To register, call 732-516-0822.  Your
participation will make a difference in the life of a family
and their unborn child.

BE AN AMBASSADOR FOR CHRIST
We Christians are followers of Christ.  We have been baptized
into a discipleship of Jesus.  There are people who will be part
of our lives this week, who may only come to know Jesus and
His love for them because of the way we touch their lives.  Be
an ambassador for Christ.  Invite them to an Inquiry Session. 
Inquiry sessions DO NOT assume a commitment to join the
Catholic Faith family.  They are opportunities to ask questions
about God, Jesus, the Catholic Faith.  All who are unbaptized,
baptized into another faith denomination, or baptized Catholic
but have not received Eucharist or Confirmation, are invited. 
Inquiry sessions are for those who wish to inquire, explore,
and search for ways to grow in relationship with God.  For
more information, call the PREP Office at 732-969-8767.



LIVING ROSARY
The Fr. Carey Columbiettes and the Carteret Specials invite
you to a very special Prayer Service for World Peace to be
held at Danielle’s Garden, Carteret Waterfront Park, on
Saturday, September 28, at 10:00 a.m. (rain location: Fr.
Carey Knights of Columbus Hall, 164 High St.)  Special
intention - Chappy Thatcher and Joseph Pluta.  For
additional information, call 732-969-2744.

All are invited to attend the HISPANIC HERITAGE
MASS on Friday, September 20, at 7:30 p.m., at the
Cathedral of St. Francis of Assisi, Metuchen, as we come
together to celebrate Hispanic heritage in the Diocese of
Metuchen.  For more information, please call 732-243-4573.

One-day, 9-mile Walking Pilgrimage “The Way of St.
Juan Diego” - In preparation for the Consecration of the
Diocese of Metuchen to Our Lady of Guadalupe, you are
invited to participate in a Walking Pilgrimage on Saturday,
September 21, 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. (rain or shine).  The
Walk will begin and end at Immaculate Conception Parish,
Annandale.  Visit www.LightingHeartsOnFire.org/walking-
pilgrimage for details or to register.  Cost: $25.

The Metuchen Cursillo Movement will hold their Women’s
Cursillo Weekend - An Encounter with Christ on
November 14 - 17, at the Blue Army Shrine, Asbury, NJ.  For
details and to download an application, log on to
www.metcursillo.org or you may contact Lori at 732-738-
1796.  Space is limited, so please register as soon as possible.

Choices Matters - A Critical Life Conference will be
held on Saturday, November 2.  Mass will be celebrated by
Bishop James Checchio at 8:30 a.m., at St. Peter the Apostle
University Church, New Brunswick.  The Conference begins
at 10:00 a.m. at Rutgers University, 126 College Ave. Student
Center, in New Brunswick.  General registration is $25;
Student is registration: $10.  The Conference features guests
speakers and exhibits, and the fee includes lunch and
handouts.  To register, visit www.rutgerscatholic.org and click
on Choices Matters.  Everyone is welcome!  With questions
or for more information, please call 732-562-1543.

The Diocese of Metuchen’s Office of Family Life is
sponsoring a Program for Men and Women Seeking
Healing from Separation or Divorce which is based on
the teachings of the Catholic Church and is open to anyone
who needs comfort, counsel and clarity.  This 12-week
program begins October 8, and meets on Tuesdays from 7:00
p.m. to 9:00 p.m., at St. John Neumann Pastoral Center in
Piscataway.  Pre-registration is required.  To register or for
more information, please contact Ro Bersch at 908-313-5947
or 908-470-0678.

DISASTER RELIEF
As you know, Hurricane Dorian has claimed lives,

displaced people, and devastated communities.  This
weekend we will have a Special Second Collection,
immediately following the first, to assist with the disaster
relief efforts.

An online giving option has been created on the
diocesan website for those who prefer this method of
giving, with donations also coming to the Diocese of
Metuchen for disbursement to this disaster relief effort
and any future disasters that may require our assistance.

Thank you for standing in solidarity with all those
effected by Hurricane Dorian, and for your generosity to
the relief effort.

PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY AND SICILY
NOVEMBER 2-13, 2020

Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Padre Pio, San Giovanni
Rotondo, including Sicily (Palermo, Agrigento, Siracusa, Mt.
Etna, Taormina, Massina) and Rome with a Papal Audience. 
 $3479 - includes superior hotels, most meals, professional
guides and tour escort, and daily Mass.  Hosted by Father
David Kosmoski.  Call St. Andrew Church, Avenel, for a full
color brochure at 732-634-4355.

St. Cecelia’s Church, 45 Wilus Way, Iselin, will hold a
Tricky Tray Gift Auction, on Saturday, September 21. 
Doors open at 6:00 p.m. - prizes called at 7:30 p.m.  Bring
your own food and beverages.  Must be 18 or older to
participate. General Admission - $20 (includes 1 free sheet
of yellow tickets); Bundle Package - $60 (pre-purchase); $65
(at the door).  For tickets call Kathy at 732-283-2300 or
kbeglan@stcecelia.com.

St. Thomas Aquinas High School
STA/AHR STAR SPAGHETTI DINNER

Thursday, October 3.  Service begins at 4:30 p.m. and
continues until 6:30 p.m., in the STA/Bishop Ahr High
School Cafeteria, One Tingley Lane, Edison.  Adults/$10;
Students/$7; Children under 12/$4.  Proceeds benefit Elijah
Patino, born with a rare autoimmune disease; and Andrew
Yarus, born with a rare chromosome deletion.  For tickets or
additional information, call 732-549-1108 ext. 648.

Vendors needed for St. Vincent de Paul Yard Sale,
Saturday, October 19, from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., at Corpus
Christi Church, 100 James St., South River.  The Yard Sale
will be in the lower parking lot located off of David and
Kamm Avenues.  Bring your own table - $10 per space. 
Donated items will be sold to help the needy of South River. 
To reserve a spot or for more information, call 732-589-1576
or email amlento@aol.com



SATURDAY September 14
5:00 PM Helen Butler

SUNDAY September 15
8:00 AM John and Anna Panko

10:30 AM Deceased members of the
Aliszewski Family

12:00 PM Lillian Csaki
1:30 PM Parishioners of St. Joseph Parish

MONDAY September 16
8:00 AM Joseph Pletterer

TUESDAY September 17
8:00 AM Dianne Gasior

WEDNESDAY September 18
8:00 AM Chappy Thatcher

THURSDAY September 19
8:00 AM Members of the Perpteutal Mass Guild

11:30 AM Eucharistic Adoration
FRIDAY September 20

8:00 AM Chappy Thatcher
SATURDAY September 21

8:30 AM Alberto Romero
5:00 PM Franklin Gomm

SUNDAY September 22
8:00 AM Charles Frank

10:30 AM Alfred Murray
12:00 PM Theresa Zdyb

1:30 PM Parishioners of St. Joseph Parish

CANDLE INTENTIONS ~ SEPTEMBER 15-21

The St. Joseph Church Sanctuary Lamp burns for
the souls in purgatory.

The Pieta Lamp burns in loving memory of John and
Helen Shalaida; requested by their grandson, Anthony
Russo.

The Saint Joseph Lamp burns for the sanctity of all
human life.

JOIN US FOR EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
From the Eucharist comes strength to live the Christian life
and zeal to share that life with others. -St. John Paul II
Eucharistic Adoration, closing with Benediction, is held each
Thursday, 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., in the Church Chapel. 
Prayer and meditation before our Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament are great ways to spend some special time with
Him.  You can ask Him for graces for yourself or for loved
ones, reflect on His Word, or just keep Him company!

Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to
reflect on the role that each person plays, by virtue of
Baptism, in handing on the faith and being a witness to
the Gospel.  Catechetical Sunday is an opportunity for
all to rededicate themselves to this mission as a
community of faith.

CATECHIST’S PRAYER
Gracious Father, out of love for all people You spoke
Your Word Who became flesh for our salvation.  May
Your Word transform me so that the message of Your Son,
our Lord, may be echoed through my teaching.  Allow me
to guide the hearts of those whom I teach in such a way
that they will enter more deeply into Your way of truth
and salvation.  Grant me the insight needed to lead them
to know, love, and serve You.  With the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, may they become hearers and followers of
Your Word, so that they might help transform the world to
follow the way of life to which Your Son has called us all,
for He lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, forever and ever.  Amen.

Everything I have is yours. -Luke 15:31 ~ Our Heavenly
Father gives us everything, including the chance to share in
His eternal Kingdom.  Yet, like the Prodigal Son we are often
lured away by the materialism of our society.  Do we really
want to turn our backs on all that God offers in exchange for
a material wealth that has no lasting value

PRAY AND FAST FOR VOCATIONS

Almighty and Eternal God, in Your unfailing love You provide
ministers for Your Church.  We pray that more men may hear
Your call to serve the Church of Metuchen as priests.  Inspire
in them a generous response.  Grant them courage and vision
to serve Your people.  May their lives and service as Men of
the Eucharist call Your people to respond to the presence of
Your Spirit among us that, faithful to the Gospel and hope of
Jesus Christ, we may all be reconciled to God, announce glad
tidings to the poor, proclaim liberty to the captives, set
prisoners free, and renew the face of the earth.  Amen.

If You Are Discerning a Call to the Priesthood, you are
invited to contact the Diocese of Metuchen Office of
Vocations at vocations@diometuchen.org or call Fr. Jason
Pavich, Vocation Director, at 732-562-2453.
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