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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 1, 2019

PARISH CALENDAR
SUNDAY December 1
MONDAY December 2

6:30 PM Athletic Association, gym
TUESDAY December 3

6:00 PM PREP, school
6:00 PM RCIA, school classroom
7:45 PM Athletic Association, gym

WEDNESDAY December 4
6:00 PM PREP, school
7:45 PM Athletic Association, gym

THURSDAY December 5
6:30 PM Athletic Association, gym

FRIDAY December 6
6:30 PM Athletic Association, gym
8:00 PM A/A, Alanon, Alateen, church hall

SATURDAY December 7
7:00 AM Athletic Association, gym

2020 Parish Calendars are available at the entrances to
the Church.  Be sure to take one home.

Consequently, whoever, even unknowingly,
circumvents the institution of the family

undermines peace in the entire
community, national and international,
since he weakens what is in effect the

primary agency of peace. ... Everything that
serves to weaken the family based on the

marriage of a man and a woman, everything that directly or
indirectly stands in the way of its openness to the responsible
acceptance of a new life, everything that obstructs its right to
be primarily responsible for the education of its children,
constitutes an objective obstacle on the road to peace." -Pope
Benedict XVI, Message for 2008 World Day of Peace

DAILY PRAYER FOR THE UNBORN
Heavenly Father, as the Author of Life, touch with

compassion the hearts of those women and men who, with
Your help, have conceived human life and now think of
abortion not parenthood.  Help them to understand that their
newly created child and all children are made in Your image
and likeness and made for eternal life with You.

Dispel their fears and helplessness and give them true and
generous hearts to love their babies and give them birth and
all the needed care that a parent alone can give.

Finally Lord, enlighten all elected officials to protect the
unborn and to recognize the sanctity of all human life from
conception to natural death.  Amen.

SACRAMENTS
Baptism: The Rite of Baptism is celebrated on
the second weekend of the month: Saturday at
1:00 PM. Please arrange for the obligatory 
preparation session by calling the Parish Office.

Pastoral Care of the Sick: The Holy Eucharist
and the Anointing of the Sick are available to the
sick and shut-ins upon request.

First Penance, First Eucharist, Confirmation:
Children are expected to receive a Catholic
upbringing in their family life, to worship regularly
at Sunday Mass, and to receive ongoing
religious education in the years preceding the
reception of these sacraments.

Matrimony: Specific times are set for the
celebration of marriage during the year. To allow
ample time for preparation, please contact the
Parish Office at least one year before the 
intended wedding date.

Holy Orders or Religious Life: If you are 
considering serving God as a priest, deacon or
religious, you may contact your parish priest of
deacon; or phone the Office of Vocations at 732-
562-2457 for additional information.

MASS SCHEDULE
5:00 PM (Saturday evening Vigil Mass)
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM

 1:30 PM (Spanish)

Monday to Friday: 8:00 AM 
Saturday: 8:30 AM

St. Peregrine Mass for the Sick 
Second Thursday of the month - 7:00 PM

CONFESSIONS
Saturday: 11:00 AM

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM

MAILING ADDRESS
Parish School

55 High Street 865 Roosevelt Avenue
Carteret, NJ 07008 Carteret, NJ 07008

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
Parish Office 732-541-8946
Parish Office Fax 732-541-0500
Religious Education 732-969-8767
St. Joseph School 732-541-7111
St. Vincent de Paul Society 732-541-8946

Parish Website:  www.stjosephparishfamily.com
PREP Website:  www.stjosephprep.net
School Website:  www.sjps.net

PARISH SERVICES
Parish Registration: New parishioners are
welcome.  Please call the Parish Office to
register.  Please notify us if you move.

R.C.I.A.: Adults inquiring about the Catholic
Church with a desire to become Catholic are
invited to call the Parish Office for
information about the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults.

Parish Organizations: Adult Choir,
Children’s Choir, Ministry to the Poor,
Ministry to the Sick & Elderly, RCIA Team,
Food Pantry, Hispanic Ministry, St. Vincent
de Paul Society, Home School Association,
Athletic Association, and Catechetical
Instruction.

Sponsorship: To act as a Godparent for
Baptism or sponsor for Confirmation, the
sponsor must be a baptized Catholic,
Confirmed, received Communion, and live a
morally good life; if married, done so within
Church law.  Ordinarily the sponsor must be
at least 14 years old.  A Christian who is a
non-Catholic may be a witness for Baptism
together with a Catholic sponsor.



SUNDAY READINGS
First Reading - Isaiah 2: 1-5
Second Reading - Romans 13: 11-14
Gospel - Matthew 24: 37-44
Hopeful Expectation

Our liturgical year begins with the season of Advent—a
time of hopeful expectation of the coming of the Lord.  On the
First Sunday of Advent we look forward to the end of time
when we will awaken to the dawn of Christ’s new day.

Today we hear Isaiah speak of a day when God’s power will
have brought universal peace and God’s Word will have
instructed all people, radiating God’s “light” (teachings) into
all of human society.  Only when humanity walks “in the light
of the LORD” (Isaiah 2:5), when all people desire to be
instructed “in [God’s] ways” (Isaiah 2:3), will the world be set
aright and our deepest longings fulfilled.  The reading from
Romans calls us to “awake from sleep” for this final “day is
at hand” (Romans 13:11, 12).  Together this Sunday’s
scriptures proclaim our Christian faith that Jesus is the One
who will finally come to fulfill God’s plan of salvation.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Is 4: 2-6; Mt 8: 5-11
Tuesday: Is 11: 1-10; Lk 10: 21-24
Wednesday: Is 25: 6-10a; Mt 15: 29-37
Thursday: Is 26: 1-6; Mt 7: 21, 24-27
Friday: Is 29: 17-24; Mt 9: 27-31
Saturday: Is 30: 19-21, 23-26; Mt 9: 35 – 10: 1, 5a, 6-8
Sunday: Is 11: 1-10; Rom 15: 4-9; Mt 3: 1-12

Special Collection Next Weekend
RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS

Give in thanksgiving. – Please join in thanking the
thousands of senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious
order priests who worked tirelessly to educate the young and
serve those in need.  Next week, there is a Collection for the
Retirement Fund for Religious, which helps hundreds of
religious communities care for aging members. 

Envelopes for this collection are included in your Church
envelope packet; or you may use a plain envelope marked
Retirement Fund for Religious.  Please give generously.

Pope Francis' Prayer Intention for December

Universal: That every country determine to take the
necessary measures to make the future of the very young,
especially those who suffer, a priority.

Shopping for Christmas?  VISIT OUR GIFT SHOP!
There is a wonderful selection of religious articles in the Gift
Shop.  Come in and browse.  You are sure to find that perfect
Christmas gift.  The Gift Shop is open before and after the
weekend Masses.

Please stop by THE GIVING TREE,
in the narthex, and help those less

fortunate by selecting a Gift Tag; or if
you prefer, you can donate a Gift Card or

make a monetary donation, by using the
envelope located under the Giving Tree.

Please place the Gift Tag and unwrapped gift under the
Giving Tree no later then December 7.  Unfortunately, any
child’s gift received after December 7 will not be given to that
special child in time for Christmas day.  If you selected a Gift
Tag but are unable to give the gift, please return the Gift Tag
by December 7.

All donated gifts will be given to the children of our Food
Pantry clients.  For some children these may be the only gifts
they receive on Christmas Day.

THANK YOU for opening your hearts.  Have a Happy and
Joyous Christmas Season.

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

CONFESSIONS
All Saturdays in December ~ 11:00 AM - 12:00 Noon

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE
 Thursday, December 19, 7:00 p.m.

at Divine Mercy Parish - Holy Family Church
(with several Priests available for individual Confessions)

CHRISTMAS MASSES
Christmas Eve ~ December 24

5:00 PM - Children’s Mass
9:30 PM - Christmas Carols

10:00 PM - Midnight Mass Readings
Christmas Day ~ December 25

8:00 AM and 10:30 AM
12:30 PM - Spanish Mass

NEW YEAR’S DAY MASS SCHEDULE
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD

December 31, 2019
Vigil - 7:00 PM

January 1, 2020
8:00 AM and 9:30 AM

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL HOPE CHEST
There is an Advent spirit in the heart of every human

person.  It is one of longing, of yearning for a fulfillment that
somehow lies beyond ourselves; for we long for the coming of
the Lord.

As you put your gift in the St. Vincent de Paul Hope Chest
located in the narthex, your heart will discover the true
meaning of Christmas as you help those who are suffering and
poor to long for the coming of the Lord.



PRAY AND FAST FOR VOCATIONS

Prayer for Vocations (for parents)
Loving God, You have given us the privilege as well as the
responsibility of being loving parents.  In the name of Jesus,
we ask You to guide us as we invite our children to hear Your
call to service and leadership in our Church.  May our
children respond with deep faith and generosity to the needs
of God's people.  Help us to be a source of encouragement to
our children by our own desire to be committed people who
serve with love and enthusiasm.  Amen.

“For everything there is a season and
a time for every purpose under heaven. . .”

a time to heal... for the sick of our Parish and especially
for Mary Wagner, Anthony LaMotta, Chip Cece, Diane
Rosa, Joseph Sabol

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS
All-powerful and ever-living God, when Abraham left his
native land and departed from his people You kept him safe
through all his journeys.  Protect our soldiers.  Be their
constant companion and their strength in battle, their refuge
in every adversity.   Guide them, O Lord, that they may
return home in safety.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Remember in your prayers the members of our Armed
Services, especially: Taylor Setar, daughter of Greg and
Terry Setar; Thomas Rapp, grandson of Jeanette Miller; Justin
Lurker, grandson of Helen Lurker; Robert Michnowiez,
nephew of Helen Lurker; Justin Molarz, grandson of Susan
Molarz; Andrew Weaver, grandson of Joanne Halkovich;
Darren T. Dreboty, son-in-law of Jacqueline Eak; James
Molnar, grandson of Alice Benson; Elizabeth Brito and Lisa
Marie Brito, daughters of Ivette Brito;  Raymond Torres, son
of Deacon and Mrs. Ramon Torres.

Saints and Special Observances This Week
Sunday: First Sunday of Advent;
Tuesday: St. Francis Xavier
Wednesday: St. John Damascene
Friday: St. Nicholas; First Friday
Saturday: St. Ambrose; First Saturday;

Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day

A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend gives you
the time and tools to revitalize romance, deepen
communication, and nourish the spirituality in your marriage. 
The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend will be
held January 24-26.  Please register by January 10, as space
is limited.  Visit www.aweekendforyourmarriage.org or call
732-904-9636 to register or for additional information.

ANSWERED PRAYERS
An Advent Evening of Recollection

Mount Saint Mary House of Prayer, Watchung
The Gospel of John proclaims “… the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us” (Jn 1:14).  Come and ponder this revelation
and discover how God answers prayers.  A light supper is
included.  December 4, 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  ($50-$60 as
you are able).  For information, call 908-753-2091.

Catholic Charities Diocese of Metuchen Connections
Program is Seeking Volunteers.  Both male and female
mentors are needed to participate in one-to-one activities and
be a role model to a youth.  If you have a minimum of three
hours a week to offer to a child; like having fun; reside in or
near Middlesex County or Franklin Township; want to make
a difference in a child’s life, then call Jeanette Cullen at 732-
738-1323 or email her at jcullen@ccdom.org

CHRISTMAS FRIENDSHIP DINNER
St. Anthony of Padua Church, Port Reading 

All are welcome to share dinner, with all the trimmings, at St. 
Anthony of Padua Church, Father Milos Parish Hall, 436 Port 
Reading Avenue, on Wednesday,  December 25, from 1:30 - 
3:30 p.m.  There is NO CHARGE.  A call by Wednesday, 
December 18, would be appreciated to properly plan the 
meals.  Please call St. Anthony’s Church at 732-634-1419. 
Leave a message and someone will get back you.

St. Andrew Church, Avenel, will host a Christmas Bazaar 
on December 7, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., in St. Andrew 
Church Hall, 244 Avenel Street, Avenel.  Crafts, Basket 
Raffles, Bake Sale, Great Food, Pictures with Santa!

Mother Seton Regional High School
One Valley Road, Clark – 732-382-1952

Peppermint Boutique Craft Fair - December 7, 9:00
a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Over 100 vendors of assorted crafts and
handmade items!  Free admission - 50/50 Raffle - Open
Kitchen.

Open House - Tuesday, December 10, 7:00 p.m.

For additional information, visit www.motherseton.org

The Diocese of Metuchen, along with the Catholic Dioceses
of Newark, Trenton, Camden, and Paterson, established an
Independent Victim Compensation Program (IVCP) to
compensate those who, as children or young adults, were
sexually abused by a priest or deacon of the Diocese. The
IVCP began accepting claims on June 15 and will conclude
on December 31, 2019.  Victims of clergy sexual abuse of a
minor can begin the process of utilizing the program by going
to www.njdiocesesivcp.com and reviewing the protocol for
submitting a claim.



SATURDAY November 30
5:00 PM Edward Sabol

SUNDAY December 1
8:00 AM James and Frances Lenahan

10:30 AM Anthony and Theresa Torre
12:00 PM Walter J. Hayko, Jr.

1:30 PM Parishioners of St. Joseph Parish
MONDAY December 2

8:00 AM Carmita Robateau
TUESDAY December 3

8:00 AM Drake McGuffey
WEDNESDAY December 4

8:00 AM Rebecca Brown
THURSDAY December 5

8:00 AM souls in purgatory
11:30 AM Eucharistic Adoration

FRIDAY December 6
8:00 AM Parishioners of St. Joseph

SATURDAY December 7
8:30 AM Innocent Unborn
5:00 PM Frank Medvetz

SUNDAY December 8
8:00 AM Patricia O’Donnell

10:30 AM Harold and Ava Blessing
12:00 PM Jose Manuel Romero

1:30 PM Parishioners of St. Joseph Parish

CANDLE INTENTIONS ~ DECEMBER 1 - 7

The St. Joseph Church Sanctuary Lamp burns for
the sanctity of all human life.

The Pieta Lamp burns for the intentions of Brother
Phillip Oswald.

The Saint Joseph Lamp burns in loving memory of
Ronald Csaki; requested by Dolores Herila and
Daughters.

The St. Joseph School Chapel Sanctuary Lamp
burns in loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. Tercek and son,
Greg; requested by Ed and Helen Novak.

SPEND SOME TIME WITH OUR LORD!
Eucharistic Adoration is held each Thursday, 11:30 a.m. -
12:30 p.m., in the Church Chapel.  Prayer and meditation
before our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament are great ways to
spend some special time with Him. You can ask Him for
graces for yourself or for loved ones, reflect on His Word, or
just keep Him company!

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

You. . . must be prepared, for at an hour you do not
expect, the Son of Man will come. -Matthew 24: 44

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, ever faithful to Your
promises and ever close to Your Church: the earth
rejoices in hope of the Savior's coming and looks
forward with longing to His return at the end of time. 
Prepare our hearts and remove the sadness that hinders
us from feeling the joy and hope which His presence will
bestow, for He is Lord forever and ever.  Amen.

ADVENT SUGGESTIONS
C Create an Advent wreath for your home and light it at

mealtime.
C Make a donation to the Food Pantry so that they may

provide Holiday Baskets to families in need.
C Share an Advent calendar with special scripture references

or activities with your family.
C Read the Christmas story in the Bible to remind you of the

true meaning of Christmas (Luke 2: 1-14).
C Have a family night each week where you gather together

and share prayers and songs in preparation for Christmas.
C Make plans to attend Eucharistic Adoration for some time

on Thursdays during Advent.

Confession is not a court of condemnation, but an
experience of forgiveness and mercy! -Pope Francis

Mark Your Calendars!

There will be an ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE with
several Priests available for individual Confession on
December 19, 7:00 p.m., at Divine Mercy Parish -
Holy Family Church.  All are encouraged to attend.

Therefore, stay awake!  For you do not know on
which day your Lord will come. -Matthew 24:42
People who have had health issues or near-death experiences
generally have a greater appreciation for each day being a
gift from God.  The rest of us usually take for granted that
we will be around tomorrow.  But when you start to look at
each day as a gift, you realize all the little miracles that
happen daily and grow in gratitude for all that we have been
given.  You begin to see God’s active presence in your life.
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