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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 15, 2019

PARISH CALENDAR
SUNDAY December 15
MONDAY December 16

7:00 PM Drama Club Christmas Show, gym
TUESDAY December 17

6:00 PM PREP, school
6:00 PM RCIA, school classroom
7:00 PM Baptism Class, church
7:45 PM Athletic Association, gym

WEDNESDAY December 18
6:00 PM PREP, school
7:45 PM Athletic Association, gym

THURSDAY December 19
6:30 PM Athletic Association, gym
7:30 PM St. Vincent de Paul Mtg., church hall room

FRIDAY December 20
6:30 PM Athletic Association, gym
8:00 PM A/A, Alanon, Alateen, church hall

SATURDAY December 21
7:00 AM Athletic Association, gym
9:30 AM Food Pantry, church hall

As we enter the second half of Advent, the
liturgy focuses more specifically on the
Incarnation and birth of Jesus at the first

Christmas.  We think about Mary's initial
fear and uncertainty in the face of her

unexpected pregnancy.  Then, in every Church in the world,
believers spiritually rush to her side to eagerly await with her
the birth of the Savior.

The best way for a parish to celebrate Christmas is to rush
physically to the side of those in the community who, like
Mary, are uncertain and afraid about their pregnancy.  We
are to accompany them through their pregnancy with support
and encouragement, and help them experience the fact that
every birth reflects the joy of the birth of Christ.

PRAYER FOR UNBORN CHILD
O God, our Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son in to this

world that He might bless and consecrate all life to You. 
Your constant love protected Him as the ever Virgin Mary
bore Him in her womb for nine months.  In His mission, He
taught us the Greatness of Your Love and the sanctity of Life. 

We pray that we may always cherish the life that You give
us.  In a special way, we ask and pray that You grace and
protect all unborn children with Your ever caring love.  We
pray this in the Name of Jesus, Who is Lord, forever and
ever.  Amen.

SACRAMENTS
Baptism: The Rite of Baptism is celebrated on
the second weekend of the month: Saturday at
1:00 PM. Please arrange for the obligatory 
preparation session by calling the Parish Office.

Pastoral Care of the Sick: The Holy Eucharist
and the Anointing of the Sick are available to the
sick and shut-ins upon request.

First Penance, First Eucharist, Confirmation:
Children are expected to receive a Catholic
upbringing in their family life, to worship regularly
at Sunday Mass, and to receive ongoing
religious education in the years preceding the
reception of these sacraments.

Matrimony: Specific times are set for the
celebration of marriage during the year. To allow
ample time for preparation, please contact the
Parish Office at least one year before the 
intended wedding date.

Holy Orders or Religious Life: If you are 
considering serving God as a priest, deacon or
religious, you may contact your parish priest of
deacon; or phone the Office of Vocations at 732-
562-2457 for additional information.

MASS SCHEDULE
5:00 PM (Saturday evening Vigil Mass)
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM

 1:30 PM (Spanish)

Monday to Friday: 8:00 AM 
Saturday: 8:30 AM

St. Peregrine Mass for the Sick 
Second Thursday of the month - 7:00 PM

CONFESSIONS
Saturday: 11:00 AM

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM

MAILING ADDRESS
Parish School

55 High Street 865 Roosevelt Avenue
Carteret, NJ 07008 Carteret, NJ 07008

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
Parish Office 732-541-8946
Parish Office Fax 732-541-0500
Religious Education 732-969-8767
St. Joseph School 732-541-7111
St. Vincent de Paul Society 732-541-8946

Parish Website:  www.stjosephparishfamily.com
PREP Website:  www.stjosephprep.net
School Website:  www.sjps.net

PARISH SERVICES
Parish Registration: New parishioners are
welcome.  Please call the Parish Office to
register.  Please notify us if you move.

R.C.I.A.: Adults inquiring about the Catholic
Church with a desire to become Catholic are
invited to call the Parish Office for
information about the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults.

Parish Organizations: Adult Choir,
Children’s Choir, Ministry to the Poor,
Ministry to the Sick & Elderly, RCIA Team,
Food Pantry, Hispanic Ministry, St. Vincent
de Paul Society, Home School Association,
Athletic Association, and Catechetical
Instruction.

Sponsorship: To act as a Godparent for
Baptism or sponsor for Confirmation, the
sponsor must be a baptized Catholic,
Confirmed, received Communion, and live a
morally good life; if married, done so within
Church law.  Ordinarily the sponsor must be
at least 14 years old.  A Christian who is a
non-Catholic may be a witness for Baptism
together with a Catholic sponsor.



SUNDAY READINGS
First Reading - Isaiah 35: 1-6a, 10
Second Reading - James 5: 7-10
Gospel - Matthew 11: 2-11

Reason to Rejoice
Dark violet is used throughout Advent to express its

character as a season of spiritual preparation for Christmas
and “the coming of the Lord.”  But on the Third Sunday of
Advent, formerly known as Gaudete (Latin for “rejoice”)
Sunday, rose may be added to the liturgical environment.  The
entire liturgy is infused with a spirit of rejoicing. 

Today’s first reading and Gospel proclaim the reality of
God’s saving work in our midst.  Isaiah exuberantly describes
the idyllic transformation of all creation as a result of God’s
presence in the midst of the people.  In the Gospel, Jesus
connects Isaiah’s prophecy with what is happening in His own
ministry.  In addition to the list of healings from Isaiah (the
blind, the lame, lepers, and the deaf), Jesus’ presence brings
two other reasons for rejoicing: “The dead are raised, and the
poor have the good news proclaimed to them” (Matthew 11:5).
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SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Nm 24: 2-7, 15-17a; Mt 21: 23-27
Tuesday: Gn 49: 2, 8-10; Mt 1: 1-17
Wednesday: Jer 23: 5-8; Mt 1: 18-25
Thursday: Jgs 13: 2-7, 24-25a; Lk 1: 5-25
Friday: Is 7: 10-14; Lk 1: 26-38
Saturday: Sg 2: 8-14 or Zep 3: 14-18a; Lk 1: 39-45
Sunday: Is 7: 10-14; Rom 1: 1-7; Mt 1: 18-24

OFFERTORY COLLECTION

December 8, 2019 $6750 $6287 (2018)

Give to the Most High as He has given to you, generously,
according to your means. -Sirach 35:7-10

PRAY AND FAST FOR VOCATIONS

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
Eternal God, open wide the doors of our hearts to Your Son,
Jesus Christ.  Help us, and all who desire to serve You, to
know how to respond to Your call.  Through the gift of
Baptism You invite us to witness to the grace of Your love. 
Bless all women and men whom You call to serve the Church
as Priests, Deacons, Sisters, or Brothers.  May they be bold
and joyful witnesses to the presence of Your Incarnate Son,
and to the breath of the Spirit in our world.  Amen. 

Saints and Special Observances This Week
Sunday: Third Sunday of Advent
Monday: Las Posadas begins
Saturday: St. Peter Canisius; Winter begins

“For everything there is a season and
a time for every purpose under heaven. . .”

a time to heal... for the sick of our Parish and especially
for Mary Wagner, Anthony LaMotta, Chip Cece, Diane
Rosa, Joseph Sabol

There is a wonderful selection of religious articles in the
GIFT SHOP.  Come in and browse.  You are sure to find
that perfect Christmas gift!  The Gift Shop is open before
and after the weekend Masses.

A REMINDER. . .  For many people who have recently
suffered the loss of a loved one, the holidays can pose a real
challenge.  Take the extra time to give a call, drop a note, or
have a cup of coffee together.  It will be a gift well received!

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

CONFESSIONS
All Saturdays in December ~ 11:00 AM - 12:00 Noon

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE
 Thursday, December 19, 7:00 p.m.

at Divine Mercy Parish - Holy Family Church
(with several Priests available for individual Confessions)

CHRISTMAS MASSES
Christmas Eve ~ December 24

5:00 PM - Children’s Mass
9:30 PM - Christmas Carols

10:00 PM - Midnight Mass Readings
Christmas Day ~ December 25

8:00 AM and 10:30 AM
12:30 PM - Spanish Mass

NEW YEAR’S DAY MASS SCHEDULE
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD

December 31, 2019
Vigil - 7:00 PM

January 1, 2020
8:00 AM and 9:30 AM

CHRISTMAS FRIENDSHIP DINNER
All are welcome (families, couples, singles) to share dinner
with all the trimmings and a large portion of friendship at St.
Anthony of Padua Church, Father Milos Parish Hall, 436
Port Reading Avenue, on Wednesday,  December 25, from
1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.  There is NO CHARGE.  All are most
welcome; however, a call by Wednesday, December 18,
would be appreciated to properly plan the meals.  Please call
St. Anthony’s Church at 732-634-1419.



Remember in your prayers the members of our Armed
Services, especially: Taylor Setar, daughter of Greg and
Terry Setar; Thomas Rapp, grandson of Jeanette Miller; Justin
Lurker, grandson of Helen Lurker; Robert Michnowiez,
nephew of Helen Lurker; Justin Molarz, grandson of Susan
Molarz; Andrew Weaver, grandson of Joanne Halkovich;
Darren T. Dreboty, son-in-law of Jacqueline Eak; James
Molnar, grandson of Alice Benson; Elizabeth Brito and Lisa
Marie Brito, daughters of Ivette Brito;  Raymond Torres, son
of Deacon and Mrs. Ramon Torres.

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS
Lord, our hearts are filled with gratitude for the men and
women who serve our Country, and for the sacrifices their
families make so that we can all enjoy the blessing of freedom. 
We praise You for calling them to help protect us, and for
giving them the courage and ability to do their jobs well.  
Guide their choices and their actions, Lord.   Help them to see
You working in their daily lives, whether in the field, at home,
or abroad.  Surround them with Your mighty angels; protect
them in Your mercy; cover them with Your grace.  Guard their
hearts while they are far from loved ones, and bless them with
moments to cherish when they are together.  Hold these
families close, Lord.  May they look to You for the strength
and peace that only You can give.  In Jesus’ Name we pray. 
Amen.

Qualifications for
Godparents and Confirmation Sponsors

– Must be at last 14 years of age, having received the
Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation.
– Must be an active Catholic: someone who is registered
in a Catholic Parish; attends Mass; contributes to the
support of the Church; in a valid Catholic Marriage (if
married); and publicly lead a life compatible with Church
teaching.

We can only provide letters of eligibility for
Parishioners who meet these criteria.

These requirements are the universal law of the Church
and are not determined by the individual Parish.

STRESS IN YOUR MARRIAGE?
Do you feel lost, alone or bored in your marriage?  
Are you frustrated, hurt or angry with your spouse?  
Are you constantly fighting or do you simply shut down? 
Have you thought about separation or divorce?  
Does talking about it only make it worse?
RETROUVAILLE is a Lifeline to help couples heal and
renew their marriages.  The Program consists of a weekend
experience for married couples (no group discussions) with
six follow-up sessions.  The next weekend will be held
February 21-23.  For more information and to register, call
Rich Colasuonno at 732-236-0671 or Annette Colasuonno at
732-672-0748 or email 3024@retrouvaille.org

The Diocese of Metuchen’s Office of Human Life and Dignity
will be running a Bus Trip to the Rally for Life in
Trenton on Wednesday, January 22.  The bus ride is free of
charge, but since space is limited all passengers must reserve
their seats.  Passengers will board the bus at the Diocesan
Center in Piscataway at 9:30 a.m.  The Rally at the State
House begins at 11:00 a.m. and ends at 1:00 p.m.  Passengers
will attend a small reception afterwards.  The bus will return
to the Diocesan Center around 3:00 p.m.  To reserve a seat,
email amarshall@diometuchen.org or call 732-562-1543.

You too must be patient.  Make your hearts firm,
because the coming of the Lord is at hand. -James 5:8
Patience is another one of those things many of us struggle
with.  We want things to go according to our plan and our
schedule.  Any change brings anxiety and fear.  Through daily
prayer we better align ourselves with God’s will and His plan,
which is far better than anything we can come up with on our
own.

HE IS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD!
The celebration of the birth of Christ is global, and
EWTN brings you special programming throughout the
season.  Experience Mass in Italy at the Vatican, enjoy
concerts from Europe, and visit sacred sites in the Holy
Land.  Visit www.ewtn.com for programing details.

THANK YOU!
We at New Jersey Right to Life are so thankful for the
generous support we receive year after year at St. Joseph.  The
parishioners at St. Joseph have joined New Jersey Right to
Life in the fight to defend human life at all stages.  Your
strong support enables us to continue the work that is needed
until finally all life is valued and cherished.

The 2019 New Jersey Right to Life Raffle Winners
1st Prize - Volvo: Vince Walls, Morristown, NJ.
2nd Prize - $1,000 ShopRite Gift Card: Patricia
Annicchiarico, Toms River, NJ.
3rd Prize - $750 ShopRite Gift Card: Patricia Capelli,
Haddonfield, NJ.
4th Prize - $500 ShopRite Gift Card - Liz BenDavid,
Hollywood, FL.

The Diocese of Metuchen, along with the Catholic Dioceses
of Newark, Trenton, Camden, and Paterson, established an
Independent Victim Compensation Program (IVCP) to
compensate those who, as children or young adults, were
sexually abused by a priest or deacon of the Diocese. The
IVCP began accepting claims on June 15 and will conclude
on December 31, 2019.  Victims of clergy sexual abuse of a
minor can begin the process of utilizing the program by going
to www.njdiocesesivcp.com and reviewing the protocol for
submitting a claim.



SATURDAY December 14
5:00 PM Gloria DeSantis

SUNDAY December 15
8:00 AM Irene Synowiecki

10:30 AM Andy Distefano
12:00 PM John and Lillian Csaki

1:30 PM Parishioners of St. Joseph Parish
MONDAY December 16

8:00 AM
TUESDAY December 17

8:00 AM Veronica McGreevey
WEDNESDAY December 18

8:00 AM
THURSDAY December 19

8:00 AM Members of the Perpetual Mass Guild
11:30 AM Eucharistic Adoration

FRIDAY December 20
8:00 AM Deceased members of the Foxe Family

SATURDAY December 21
8:30 AM
5:00 PM George Sabol

SUNDAY December 22
8:00 AM Chappy Thatcher

10:30 AM Joseph and Evelyn Sandor
12:00 PM David Mastromonico

1:30 PM Parishioners of St. Joseph Parish

CANDLE INTENTIONS
FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 15 - 21

The St. Joseph Church Sanctuary Lamp burns for
the souls in purgatory.

The Pieta Lamp burns in loving memory of Madeline
Russo; requested by the Shalaida Family.

The Saint Joseph Lamp burns for the protection of all
human life, from conception until natural death.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Eucharistic Adoration, closing with Benediction, is held each
Thursday, 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., in the Church Chapel. 
It’s amazing how a simple act of committing to even a short
time of regular Adoration makes such a huge difference to the
rest of your life.  You can carry that moment of being in His
presence with you long after you’ve left the Church.  His
grace sustains you in every moment, especially in moments of
temptation.  Temptation becomes easier to resist when you’re
spending more time in Adoration.  Sometimes, it really is that
straightforward.

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

“Reform your lives!  The reign of God is at hand.”

Come, long-expected Jesus.
Excite in me a wonder at the wisdom and power of
Your Father and ours.
Receive my prayer as part of my service of the Lord
Who enlists me in God's own work for justice.

Come, long-expected Jesus.
Excite in me a hunger for peace: peace in the world,
 peace in my home, peace in myself.

Come, long-expected Jesus.
Excite in me a joy responsive to the Father's joy.  I seek
 His will so I can serve with gladness, singing, and love.

Come, long-expected Jesus.
Excite in me the joy and love and peace it is right to
bring to the manger of my Lord.
Raise in me, too, sober reverence for the God who acted
there, hearty gratitude for the Life begun there, and
spirited resolution to serve the Father and Son.

I pray in the name of Jesus Christ, whose advent I hail. 
Amen.

There will be an ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE with
several Priests available for individual Confession, this
Thursday, December 19, at 7:00 p.m., at Divine
Mercy Parish - Holy Family Church.  All are
encouraged to attend.

Five Steps to a Good Confession
1. Examine your Conscience
2. Be sincerely sorry for your sins.
3. Confess your sins.
4. Resolve to amend your life.
5. Do the penance the priest assigns.

An Act of Contrition
O my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended You
and I detest all my sins, because I dread the loss of Heaven
and the pains of hell.  But most of all because I have
offended You, my God, Who are all good and deserving of
all my love.  I firmly resolve with the help of Your grace,
to confess my sins, to do penance and to amend my life. 
Amen.
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