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THE HOLY FAMILY, JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH
DECEMBER 29, 2019

PARISH CALENDAR
SUNDAY December 29
MONDAY December 30

6:30 PM Athletic Association, gym
TUESDAY December 31 ~ New Year’s Eve

No PREP
WEDNESDAY January 1 ~ New Year’s Day

Parish Office Closed
No PREP

THURSDAY January 2
Parish Office Closed

6:30 PM Athletic Association, gym
FRIDAY January 3

6:30 PM Athletic Association, gym
8:00 PM A/A, Alanon, Alateen, church hall

SATURDAY January 4
7:00 AM Athletic Association, gym

PLEASE NOTE: The Parish Office will be closed on
January 1st and 2nd.

“For everything there is a season and
a time for every purpose under heaven. . .”

a time to heal... for the sick of our Parish and especially
for Mary Wagner, Anthony LaMotta, Chip Cece, Diane
Rosa, Joseph Sabol

PRAY AND FAST FOR VOCATIONS

God, our Father, in Baptism You called us by name making us
members of Your people, the Church.  We praise You for Your
goodness; we thank You for Your gifts.  We ask You to
strengthen us to live in love and service to others after the
example of Your Son, Jesus.  Father, look upon Your Church
with love and bless Your people with generous single men and
women, with loving husbands and wives, with understanding
parents, with trusting children, with dedicated Priests, Sisters,
Deacons, and Brothers.  Help us to see our vocations as a
journey toward You.  You have called us, not to set us apart,
but to bring us together with others who need our love.  Make
us faithful signs of Your presence in their midst.  We ask You
through Christ, our Lord.  Amen.  

If You Are Discerning a Call to the Priesthood, please
contact the Diocese of Metuchen Office of Vocations at
vocations@diometuchen.org or call 732-562-2453.

SACRAMENTS
Baptism: The Rite of Baptism is celebrated on
the second weekend of the month: Saturday at
1:00 PM. Please arrange for the obligatory 
preparation session by calling the Parish Office.

Pastoral Care of the Sick: The Holy Eucharist
and the Anointing of the Sick are available to the
sick and shut-ins upon request.

First Penance, First Eucharist, Confirmation:
Children are expected to receive a Catholic
upbringing in their family life, to worship regularly
at Sunday Mass, and to receive ongoing
religious education in the years preceding the
reception of these sacraments.

Matrimony: Specific times are set for the
celebration of marriage during the year. To allow
ample time for preparation, please contact the
Parish Office at least one year before the 
intended wedding date.

Holy Orders or Religious Life: If you are 
considering serving God as a priest, deacon or
religious, you may contact your parish priest of
deacon; or phone the Office of Vocations at 732-
562-2457 for additional information.

MASS SCHEDULE
5:00 PM (Saturday evening Vigil Mass)
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM

 1:30 PM (Spanish)

Monday to Friday: 8:00 AM 
Saturday: 8:30 AM

St. Peregrine Mass for the Sick 
Second Thursday of the month - 7:00 PM

CONFESSIONS
Saturday: 11:00 AM

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM

MAILING ADDRESS
Parish School

55 High Street 865 Roosevelt Avenue
Carteret, NJ 07008 Carteret, NJ 07008

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
Parish Office 732-541-8946
Parish Office Fax 732-541-0500
Religious Education 732-969-8767
St. Joseph School 732-541-7111
St. Vincent de Paul Society 732-541-8946

Parish Website:  www.stjosephparishfamily.com
PREP Website:  www.stjosephprep.net
School Website:  www.sjps.net

PARISH SERVICES
Parish Registration: New parishioners are
welcome.  Please call the Parish Office to
register.  Please notify us if you move.

R.C.I.A.: Adults inquiring about the Catholic
Church with a desire to become Catholic are
invited to call the Parish Office for
information about the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults.

Parish Organizations: Adult Choir,
Children’s Choir, Ministry to the Poor,
Ministry to the Sick & Elderly, RCIA Team,
Food Pantry, Hispanic Ministry, St. Vincent
de Paul Society, Home School Association,
Athletic Association, and Catechetical
Instruction.

Sponsorship: To act as a Godparent for
Baptism or sponsor for Confirmation, the
sponsor must be a baptized Catholic,
Confirmed, received Communion, and live a
morally good life; if married, done so within
Church law.  Ordinarily the sponsor must be
at least 14 years old.  A Christian who is a
non-Catholic may be a witness for Baptism
together with a Catholic sponsor.



SUNDAY READINGS
First Reading - Sirach 3: 2-6, 12-14
Second Reading - Colossians 3: 12-21 or 3: 12-17
Gospel - Matthew 2: 13-15, 19-23

Salvation in Daily Life
This Sunday is the feast of the Holy Family, which comes

on the first Sunday after Christmas Day.  Today’s feast
celebrates how the humanity of Jesus (including His entire
family life) has brought saving significance into the daily
rhythms of our human family life. 

The scriptures offer instruction and encouragement on how
to share—within our families, parish families, and the wider
human family—the love that God shares with us in Jesus. 
Selections from Sirach, Psalm 128, and Colossians encourage
us to reflect divine love and thus find holiness in all our
human relationships.  The reading from Matthew’s Gospel
offers a living example of love in the actions Joseph took to
protect his young family from danger and to nurture them
within the larger family of faith of their time.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 1 Jn 2: 12-17; Lk 2: 36-40
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2: 18-21; Jn 1: 1-18
Wednesday: Nm 6: 22-27; Gal 4: 4-7; Lk 2: 16-21
Thursday: 1 Jn 2: 22-28; Jn 1: 19-28
Friday: 1 Jn 2: 29 — 3: 6; Jn 1: 29-34
Saturday: 1 Jn 3: 7-10; Jn 1: 35-42
Sunday: Is 60: 1-6; Eph 3: 2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2: 1-12

A PRAYER FOR WORLD PEACE
Almighty God, Creator of all things, we place our request

for world peace into Your hands.  Continue to be our refuge
and our strength as we undertake this challenge.

Bless with Your divine protection our servicemen and
servicewomen.  Let their faith and trust in You never weaken. 
Bring them safely home to their loved ones.  Let Your
heavenly wisdom direct our world leaders to seek peace. 
Through their actions, may harmony and justice be secured.

We pray for people of all nations.  Fill their hearts with the
desire to ensure justice and equality for all.

Let us all, in some way, be an instrument of Your peace, 
Heavenly Father.  Amen.

Remember in your prayers the members of our Armed
Services, especially: Taylor Setar, daughter of Greg and
Terry Setar; Thomas Rapp, grandson of Jeanette Miller; Justin
Lurker, grandson of Helen Lurker; Robert Michnowiez,
nephew of Helen Lurker; Justin Molarz, grandson of Susan
Molarz; Andrew Weaver, grandson of Joanne Halkovich;
Darren T. Dreboty, son-in-law of Jacqueline Eak; James
Molnar, grandson of Alice Benson; Elizabeth Brito and Lisa
Marie Brito, daughters of Ivette Brito;  Raymond Torres, son
of Deacon and Mrs. Ramon Torres.

A special THANK YOU to everyone
who donated to our Christmas Flower
Offering this year.  The beautiful

poinsettias throughout our Church add
a special touch to our celebration of
Christ’s birth.

NEW YEAR’S DAY

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
A Holy Day of Obligation

MASS SCHEDULE

Tuesday, December 31, 2019 – 7:00 PM, Vigil

Wednesday, January 1, 2020 – 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM

MARY MOTHER OF GOD
O God, Who through the fruitful virginity of Blessed Mary
bestowed on the human race the grace of eternal
salvation, grant, we pray, that we may experience the
intercession of her, through whom we were found worthy
to receive the Author of Life, our Lord Jesus Christ, Your
Son. Who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

Mary, the all-holy ever-virgin Mother of God, is the
masterwork of the mission of the Son and the Spirit in the
fullness of time.  For the first time in the plan of salvation
and because His Spirit had prepared her, the Father found
the dwelling place where His Son and His Spirit could
dwell among men.  In this sense the Church's Tradition
has often read the most beautiful texts on wisdom in
relation to Mary.  Mary is acclaimed and represented in
the liturgy as the "Seat of Wisdom."

-Catechism of the Catholic Church 721

Wives, be subordinate to your husbands...  Husbands,
love your wives...  Children, obey your parents in
everything...  Fathers, do not provoke your children...

-Colossians 3:18-21
Pope Francis said that families, through their life of prayer
and love, become “schools of true human growth.”  Being
credible witnesses of Christian love, especially that of family
members, exerts the most positive influence on our children. 
We are all children of God, let us pray and love each other as
God, Our Father, does for us.



A NEW YEAR IS GOD’S GIFT
In the joyful moments – thank Him.
In the busy moments – bless Him.
In the trying moments – trust Him.
In the quiet moments – praise Him.

NEW YEAR’S DAY PRAYER
Come, Holy Spirit, Spirit of the Risen Christ, be with us
today and always.  Be our Light, our Guide, and our
Comforter.  Be our Strength, our Courage, and our
Sanctifier.  May this new year be a time of deep spiritual
growth for us, a time of welcoming Your graces and gifts,
a time for forgiving freely and unconditionally, a time for
growing in virtue and goodness.  Come, Holy Spirit, be
with us today and always.  Amen.

"Peace here on earth cannot be maintained unless the
good of the human person is safeguarded, and men are
willing to trust each other and share their riches of spirit
and talent.  If peace is to be established it is absolutely
necessary to have a firm determination to respect other
persons and peoples and their dignity, and to be zealous
in the practice of brotherhood.…"

-Gaudium et Spes, II Vatican Council, 1965, Chapter V, §78

Saints and Special Observances This Week
Sunday: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
Monday: Sixth Day within the Octave of the Nativity 

of the Lord
Tuesday: Seventh Day within the Octave of the 

Nativity of the Lord; St. Sylvester I;
New Year’s Eve

Wednesday: The Octave of the Nativity of the Lord; 
Mary, the Holy Mother of God; 
World Day of Peace; New Year’s Day

Thursday: Ss. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen
Friday: The Most Holy Name of Jesus; First Friday
Saturday: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton; First Saturday

Do you feel lost, alone or bored in your marriage?  Are you
frustrated, hurt or angry with your spouse?  Are you
constantly fighting or do you simply shut down?  Have you
thought about separation or divorce?  Does talking about it
only make it worse? – RETROUVAILLE is a Lifeline to
help couples heal and renew their marriages.  The Program
consists of a weekend experience for married couples (no
group discussions) with six follow-up sessions.  The next
weekend will be held February 21-23.  For information and
to register, call Rich Colasuonno at 732-236-0671 or Annette
Colasuonno at 732-672-0748 or email 3024@retrouvaille.org

Bus Trip to the RALLY FOR LIFE in Trenton
Wednesday, January 22, 2020

The Diocese of Metuchen’s Office of Human Life and Dignity
will be running a Bus Trip to the Rally for Life in Trenton, NJ
on Wednesday, January 22, 2020.  The bus ride is free of
charge, but since space is limited all passengers must reserve
their seats.  Passengers will board the bus at the Diocesan
Center in Piscataway at 9:30 a.m  The Rally at the State
House begins at 11:00 a.m. and ends at 1:00 p.m.  Passengers
will attend a small reception afterwards.  The bus will bring
everyone back to the Diocesan Center around 3:00 p.m.  If
you have any questions or would like to reserve a seat, please
email amarshall@diometuchen.org or call 732-562-1543.

Open Your Heart and Home to a Foster Child
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Metuchen, is seeking loving
families to foster children of all ages, who have been abused,
neglected or have had multiple out of home placements,
through its Treatment Family Homes Program, contracted by
New Jersey’s Department of Children and Families.  The goal
for the children in this program is to leave foster care and
achieve permanency through reunification with their families,
adoption, or independent living.  Catholic Charities provides
these resilient children with individual and family therapy,
assistance with educational and medical needs, and
independent living skills to help them reach their full
potential.  Applicants must have adequate space for a child
and complete a home study which includes background
checks, references, interviews, and a home inspection.  All
Catholic Charities licensed families receive initial and
ongoing specialized training, 24 hour emergency access to
staff, respite services, monthly reimbursement for the child’s
expenses and support from experienced families.  For more
information, visit www.ccdom.org or contact Miguelina
Nunez at 866-247-HOME (4663) or at mnunez@ccdom.org

A Bereavement Support Program of five meetings will
begin on Tuesday, January 14, at 7:00 p.m., at St. Thomas the
Apostle in Old Bridge (parish room in the Parish Hal).  The
meetings will continue on Tuesdays, January 21, February 11
and 25, and March 10.  The Program is offered as a support
for all persons who have recently lost a loved one and are
struggling with the mourning process.  Registration is
required.  No walk-ins.  For more information, please call
Deacon Pat at 732-251-4000 ext. 8218.

The Independent Victim Compensation Program
established to compensate those who, as children or young
adults, were sexually abused by a priest or deacon of the
Diocese. The Program will conclude on December 31,
2019.  Victims of clergy sexual abuse of a minor can begin the
process of utilizing the program by going to
www.njdiocesesivcp.com and reviewing the protocol for
submitting a claim.



SATURDAY December 28
5:00 PM Henry and Marie Ostrowski

SUNDAY December 29
8:00 AM Janet Fritz

10:30 AM MaryEllen Bansbach
12:00 PM Fred Grigni

1:30 PM Parishioners of St. Joseph Parish
MONDAY December 30

8:00 AM Deceased members of
the Hanley/Barney Family

TUESDAY December 31
8:00 AM Mary and Fred Lakatos
7:00 PM Parishioners of St. Joseph Parish - Vigil

WEDNESDAY January 1
Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God

8:00 AM Parishioners of St. Joseph Parish
9:30 AM Margaret Ann Cuozzo Inneo

THURSDAY January 2
8:00 AM Marie O’Donnell

11:30 AM Eucharistic Adoration
FRIDAY January 3

8:00 AM Mr. and Mrs. Onofrio Alongi
SATURDAY January 4

8:30 AM Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Tomchak
5:00 PM Giuseppantonio DiMartino

SUNDAY January 5
8:00 AM Joe Popek

10:30 AM Christopher Robateau
12:00 PM Jose Manuel Romero

1:30 PM Parishioners of St. Joseph Parish

CANDLE INTENTIONS
DECEMBER 29 - JANUARY 4

The St. Joseph Church Sanctuary Lamp burns for
the innocent unborn.

The Pieta Lamp burns in loving memory of Samuel and
Madeline Russo; requested by their son, Anthony Russo.

The Saint Joseph Lamp burns for an increase in
vocations to consecrated life. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Thursdays - 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. - Church Chapel

A Holy Hour before the Most Blessed Sacrament so pleases
the Heart of Jesus, that every man, woman, and child on earth
receives a new effect from God’s goodness and love, all
because of a single hour of adoration in His Presence.

-St. Faustina

THE HOLY FAMILY
OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH

Dear Lord, bless our family.  Be so kind as to give us the
unity, peace, and mutual love that You found in Your own
family in the little town of Nazareth.
Saint Joseph, bless the head of our family.  Obtain for
him the strength, the wisdom, and the prudence he needs
to support and direct those under his care.
Mother Mary, bless the mother of our family.  Help her
to be pure and kind, gentle, and self-sacrificing.  For the
more she resembles you, the better will our family be.
Lord Jesus, bless the children of our family.  Help them
to be obedient and devoted to their parents.  Make them
more and more like You.  Let them grow, as You did, in
wisdom and age and grace before God and man.
Holy Family of Nazareth, make our family and home
more and more like Yours, until we are all one family,
happy and at peace in our true home with You.  Amen.

This weekend we celebrate the Feast of the Holy
Family.  Though He was conceived of a virgin,

Jesus nevertheless lived as a son in a
human family – a family which points the
way for the rest of us.

The family is the sanctuary of life.  There can
be no life without family, and there can be no

family without life.  The family, above all, is where life is to
be welcomed, no matter how fragile or inconvenient it may
be.

One of the many reasons why the Pope and bishops identify
abortion and euthanasia as pre-eminent issues is because these
crimes are committed by one family member upon another.

May the Holy Family lead us to a Culture of Life!

PRAYER FOR REVERENCE FOR LIFE
Father, we praise You for the work of Your hands - for human
life, made in Your image; for the gift of Your Son, Who saved
our nature; for the Power of Your Spirit, Who fills our hearts;
for all You bestow upon us, we praise You and we thank You. 
Help us to protect the life You gave us; support the aged,
guide the young, lift up the failing and heal the sick.  To all
people grant Your truth in its fullness.  May those who are yet
unborn soon see the light of day and live to give You glory
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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