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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
NOVEMBER 29, 2020

SUNDAY MASS
Saturday - 5:00 PM, Vigil

Sunday - 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM and a
1:30 PM Spanish Mass

For those unable to attend Mass a video of the Mass can
be viewed on our Parish website.

DAILY MASS
Monday through Friday - 8:00 AM
Thursday - 7:00 PM, Spanish Mass

Saturday - 8:30 AM
Daily Masses are held in the Church Chapel.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Thursdays, from
11:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m., in the Church Chapel.

CONFESSIONS - Saturday mornings, from 11:00 a.m.
until noon, in the Church Chapel.

For your safety, all those attending any services in the
Church must wear a mask.  All social distancing and
sanitizing guidelines will be followed.

WORDS FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Parish Family,

Greetings in the Lord!  With this arrival of Advent we want
to remember those who have not been able to return to Mass
due to age, health, or any difficulty associated with this
continuing time of emergency.  We are initiating this
Thursday, December 3, from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., in the
parking lot of St. Joseph School, 865 Roosevelt Ave.,
Carteret, a drive-up reception of the Sacrament of Holy
Communion.  A Priest will greet each car and administer a
brief prayer for forgiveness and preparation for Communion,
then a Deacon will be stationed to distribute holy Communion
to each person in the car, and finally a Parish volunteer will be
distributing Parish bulletins for information about our
activities.  We will provide this service each Thursday for
continued sharing in our sacramental life amidst these
uncertain times.

Remember, our Advent Enrichment Evenings begin this
Wednesday, December 2, with Mass and Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament at 7:00 p.m., in Church.  All are invited.

Many thanks to all who have given so generously for our
Christmas Flower Fund.  We will be receiving the decorations
in the coming weeks and preparing our Parish for a most
blessed season of our Lord's birth.

In the Lord,
Msgr. John

SACRAMENTS
Baptism (English): The second Saturday of the
month at 1:00 PM.
Baptism (Spanish): The first Sunday of the
month at 1:30 p.m.
Please arrange for the obligatory preparation
session by calling the Parish Office.

Pastoral Care of the Sick: The Holy Eucharist
and the Anointing of the Sick are available to the
sick and shut-ins upon request.

First Penance, First Eucharist, Confirmation:
Children are expected to receive a Catholic
upbringing in their family life, to worship regularly
at Sunday Mass, and to receive ongoing
Religious Education in the years preceding the
reception of these sacraments.

Matrimony: To allow ample time for preparation,
please contact the Parish Office at least one
year before the intended wedding date.

Holy Orders or Religious Life: If you are 
considering serving God as a Priest, Deacon or
Religious, you may contact your Parish Priest or
Deacon; or phone the Office of Vocations at 732-
562-2457 for additional information.

MASS SCHEDULE
5:00 PM (Saturday evening Vigil Mass)

Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM
 1:30 PM - Spanish Mass

Monday to Friday: 8:00 AM 
Saturday: 8:30 AM

Thursday: 7:00 PM - Spanish Mass
St. Peregrine Mass for the Sick 

Second Thursday of the month - 7:00 PM

CONFESSIONS
Saturday: 11:00 AM

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM

MAILING ADDRESS
Parish School

55 High Street 865 Roosevelt Avenue
Carteret, NJ 07008 Carteret, NJ 07008

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
Parish Office 732-541-8946
Parish Office Fax 732-541-0500
Religious Education 732-969-8767
St. Joseph School 732-541-7111
St. Vincent de Paul Society 732-541-8946

         ext. 108

PARISH SERVICES
Parish Registration: New parishioners are
welcome.  Please call the Parish Office to
register.  Please notify us if you move.

R.C.I.A.: Adults inquiring about the Catholic
Church with a desire to become Catholic are
invited to call the Parish Office for
information about the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults.

Parish Organizations: Adult Choir,
Children’s Choir, Ministry to the Sick &
Elderly, RCIA Team, Food Pantry, Hispanic
Ministry, St. Vincent de Paul Society, Home
School Association, Athletic Association, and
Catechetical Instruction.

Sponsorship: To act as a Godparent for
Baptism or sponsor for Confirmation, the
sponsor must be a baptized Catholic,
Confirmed, received Communion, and live a
morally good life; if married, done so within
Church law.  Ordinarily the sponsor must be
at least 14 years old.

PARISH WEBSITE
www.stjosephparishfamily.com



SUNDAY READINGS
First Reading - Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7
Second Reading - 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Gospel - Mark 13:33-37
Be Prepared

Today’s readings remind us that waiting for the Lord is not
a passive exercise.  Isaiah prays that God “might meet us
doing right,” rejecting our sinful ways.  Jesus warns His
disciples that they must keep watch, because, like servants not
knowing when the lord of the house will return, we don’t want
to be asleep when we should be ready to receive Him.  Paul
assures the Corinthians that they “are not lacking in any
spiritual gift” as they wait.   Let the word of God inspire us to
prepare our hearts for His arrival.
Copyright © Gia Publications

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Rom 10:9-18; Mt 4:18-22
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10; Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Mt 15:29-37
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday: Is 29:17-24; Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Mt 9:35 — 10:1, 5a, 6-8
Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11; 2 Pt 3: 8-14; Mk 1:1-8

THANK YOU to all those
who have so generously given
and continue to give to our
Parish, during this difficult

time.  Your weekly contributions are of great importance
in helping us meet our financial obligations.  Please
continue your donations to our Church, as your means
allow, by mailing in your Church Envelopes, dropping
them in the Parish Office mail slot, or through Online
Giving.  To participate in Online Giving, visit our Parish
website at www.stjosephparishfamily.com.

Remember in your prayers the members of our Armed
Services, especially: Taylor Setar, daughter of Greg and
Terry Setar; Thomas Rapp, grandson of Jeanette Miller; Justin
Lurker, grandson of Helen Lurker; Robert Michnowiez,
nephew of Helen Lurker; Justin Molarz, grandson of Susan
Molarz; Andrew Weaver, grandson of Joanne Halkovich;
Darren T. Dreboty, son-in-law of Jacqueline Eak; James
Molnar, grandson of Alice Benson; Elizabeth Brito and Lisa
Marie Brito, daughters of Ivette Brito;  Raymond Torres, son
of Deacon and Mrs. Ramon Torres; Laura Roe, daughter of
Louis and Maria Pena.

Almighty God, stretch forth Your mighty arm to strengthen
and protect our Armed Forces: grant that meeting danger
with courage and all occasions with discipline and loyalty,
they may truly serve the cause of justice and peace; to the
honor of Your Holy Name.  Amen.

The so-called right to abortion has pitted
mothers against their children and women
against men.  It has sown violence and discord
at the heart of the most intimate human

relationships...  It has portrayed the greatest of
gifts - a child - as a competitor, an intrusion,
and an inconvenience.  It has nominally

accorded mothers unfettered dominion over the independent
lives of their physically dependent sons and daughters... The
right to life does not depend, and must not be declared to be
contingent, on the pleasure of anyone else, not even a parent
or a sovereign. -Mother Teresa, 1994

RESPECT FOR ALL LIFE
God of life and love, You created us in Your image and sent
Your Son to bring us life.  Instill in us a respect for all life,
from conception to natural death.  Empower us to work for
justice for the poor.  Nourish us that we may bring food to the
hungry.  Inspire us to cherish the fragile life of the unborn. 
Strengthen us to bring comfort to the chronically ill.  Teach us
to treat the aging with dignity and respect.  Bring us one day
into the glory of everlasting life.  We ask through Christ our
Lord.  Amen.

PARISH NEWS

DRIVE-UP RECEPTION OF THE
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Due to the current pandemic, many of our parishioners
have been unable to receive the Eucharist sacramentally
for many months.  Therefore, beginning this Thursday,
December 3, we are offering drive-up reception of the
Sacrament of Holy Communion, on Thursdays, from 4:00
p.m. to 5:00 p.m., in the parking lot of St. Joseph School,
865 Roosevelt Ave., Carteret.

ANTIPHON DAYS
(last seven days before the vigil of Christmas)

On December 17, 18, 21, 22, 23, Mass will be celebrated
in the Church, at 7:00 p.m.  On those days, we will not
have the daily 8:00 a.m. Mass, usually held in the Chapel.

PREP VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED
Please prayerfully consider sharing your time and talents with
the youth of our Parish.  For additional information, contact
the PREP Office at 732-969-8767.

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday: First Sunday of Advent
Monday: St. Andrew, Apostle
Tuesday: World AIDS Awareness Day
Thursday: St. Francis Xavier
Friday: First Friday; St. John Damascene
Saturday: First Saturday



“For everything there is a season and
a time for every purpose under Heaven. . .”

a time to heal... for the sick of our Parish and especially
for Anthony LaMotta, Charles Alongi, Angelina Virola
a time to die... for the soul of Ralph Chirico

PRAY AND FAST FOR VOCATIONS

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
Generous God, You show us the way that leads to everlasting
life.  Through Baptism You have called us to proclaim the
Good News.  Bless and strengthen those who have made a
commitment of service in the Church.  Guide and give
wisdom to those discerning their vocation.  Enrich our
Church with dedicated married and single people, with
Deacons, Priests, and with people in consecrated life.  Filled
with Your Holy Spirit we ask that we, Your people, may
follow Jesus, our Good Shepherd, now and always.  Amen.

ADVENT ENRICHMENT EVENINGS
BEGIN THIS WEEK!

Our Parish is having three evenings dedicated to our
Advent season and deepening our participation in this
time of preparation for the birth of the Messiah and the
joy of salvation.  It is a time of hearing anew the promises
given by the Lord and experiencing peace at His
wonderful manifestation.  

–The first evening will be held this Wednesday,
December 2, with Mass and Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament, at 7:00 p.m., in the Church.

–The second evening will be held on Wednesday,
December 9, with a talk followed by Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament, at 7:00 p.m., in the Church.

–The third evening will be held on Wednesday,
December 16, with a Penance Service with individual
Confessions together with Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament, at 7:00 p.m, in the Church.  

Join us for one, two, or all three sessions as we prepare for
the coming of our Lord!

RCIA INQUIRY SESSION
Do you know someone who would like to know more about
our God, Jesus, or the Catholic faith?  Invite them to a RCIA
Inquiry Session, where their inquiries can be addressed. 
Invited are: all who are unbaptized, all who have been
baptized into another Christian denomination and all who
have been baptized Catholic but have never received BOTH
sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation.  No commitments
are required.  During the pandemic, the RCIA Inquiry
Sessions might be virtual.  For more information, please reach
out to our Religious Education Office at 732-969-8767.

GIVING TREE
All donations are due this Friday, December 4

This year, due to the pandemic, our Giving Tree
Committee cannot collect individual gifts for
our Food Pantry families.  However, our Parish
Community can still support those in need by
donating gift cards.  A gift card to Target,
Walmart, Macys, Kohls, etc. or a monetary
donation, will offer an opportunity for
families to reduce their worries and focus
on the joy of the season.  If you are able to give,
please send or drop off your donation to the Parish Office (55
High Street, Carteret, NJ 07008 ) by  Friday, December 4.

WE’RE MOVING!
Our Parish Office is moving back to 7 Locust
Street (Rectory), effective November 30.

Urge Legislators to Oppose
NJ Reproductive Freedom Act (S3030/A4848)

On October 8, 2020, The Reproductive Freedom Act (RFA)
S3030 was introduced in the New Jersey State Senate and was
referred to the Senate Health, Human Services and Senior
Citizens Committee.  If passed, the RFA would codify into
New Jersey law the findings of Roe v. Wade, meaning that
abortion would remain legal in New Jersey even if the case
were overturned by the Supreme Court.  The RFA would also
strip safeguards and regulations on the abortion procedure,
making New Jersey a more dangerous place for women and
their unborn babies.  Contact your state legislators now to
oppose this measure.  To find your legislator or to view the NJ
Bishops’ Statement on this proposed legislation visit:
https://njcatholic.org/reproductive-freedom-act

CATHOLIC CHARITIES DONATION BOXES
Please consider supporting our local poverty relief services by
donating gently used clothing, shoes, household items, and
small appliances to Catholic Charities-Diocese of Metuchen. 
Clearly marked donation boxes are available in more than 30
locations throughout our four-County Diocese, including the
St. James Church parking lot in Woodbridge.  Visit
http://www.ccdom.org/how-you-can-help/clothing-donation
-drop-boxes for a complete list of locations.  If you have an
item that is too big to fit in a donation box, call 877-343-3651
to arrange for a free pick up at your home.

COVID-19 Housing Assistance Program - If you have
not been able to pay your rent or mortgage, due to COVID-19,
visit www.nj.gov/humanservices/covid19housingassistance/

COVID-19 School-Age Tuition Assistance - Families
can now apply for childcare tuition assistance to help with
care for children who have remote learning schedules due to
COVID-19.  Visit www.ChildCareNJ.gov to apply.



SATURDAY November 28
5:00 PM Margaret and Joseph Kammerer

SUNDAY November 29
8:00 AM Charles Lyons

10:30 AM Deceased members of the
Sciancalepore Family

1:30 PM Parishioners of St. Joseph Parish
MONDAY November 30

8:00 AM Souls in purgatory
7:00 PM Advent Enrichment Evening - Spanish

TUESDAY December 1
8:00 AM Jose Manuel Romero
7:00 PM Advent Enrichment Evening - Spanish

WEDNESDAY December 2
8:00 AM Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Tomchak
7:00 PM Advent Enrichment Evening - English

THURSDAY December 3
8:00 AM Drake McGuffey

11:30 AM Eucharistic Adoration
7:00 PM Advent Enrichment Evening - Spanish

FRIDAY December 4
8:00 AM Michael Carnevale

SATURDAY December 5
8:30 AM The innocent unborn
5:00 PM Lucia Libutti

SUNDAY December 6
8:00 AM James and Frances Lenahan

10:30 AM Frank Medvetz and Fred Grigni
1:30 PM Parishioners of St. Joseph Parish

CANDLE INTENTIONS
 For the week of November 29 - December 5

The St. Joseph Church Sanctuary Lamp burns in
loving memory of Helen and John Shalaida; requested
by their grandson, Anthony Russo.
The St. Joseph Lamp in loving memory of Helen and
John Shalaida; requested by their grandson, Anthony
Russo.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Thursdays - 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. - Church Chapel

In a world where there is so much noise, so much
bewilderment, there is a need for silent adoration of Jesus
concealed in the Host.  Be assiduous in the prayer of
adoration and teach it to the faithful.  It is a source of
comfort and light, particularly to those who are suffering.

-Pope Benedict XVI

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

“Reform your lives!  The reign of God is at hand.”

PRAYER FOR ADVENT
As we begin our Advent journey, guide us, dear God of
Love.  Help us to recognize the great gift You have given
us in Jesus, and may we prepare well for His rebirth in
our hearts.  On each day of this journey, may we move
closer to Jesus, the Prince of Peace, the Light of the
World.  Shine the light of Your grace upon us that we may
follow Him faithfully.  In our preparations for Christmas,
may we always remember that Jesus is the reason for this
blessed season.  Thank You, loving God, for this time of
joy and expectation.  Walk with us and show us the way
today and every day of Advent.  Amen.

ADVENT SUGGESTIONS
C Create an Advent wreath for your home and light it at

mealtime.
C Make a donation to the Food Pantry so that they may

provide Holiday Baskets to families in need.
C Share an Advent calendar with special scripture references

or activities with your family.
C Read the Christmas story in the Bible to remind you of the

true meaning of Christmas (Luke 2: 1-14).
C Have a family night each week where you gather together

and share prayers and songs in preparation for Christmas.
C Make plans to attend Eucharistic Adoration for some time

on Thursdays or attend an Advent Enrichment Evening.

CONFESSIONS are heard on Saturday mornings
from 11:00 a.m. to 12 noon, in the Church.

Even if we're not aware of serious sin, the Sacrament of
Reconciliation can strengthen us to grow in our spiritual
life.  The grace of the Sacrament helps us to avoid even
venial sins, and frequent examination of our failings helps
us to resolve to do better in the future.

Five Steps to a Good Confession
1. Examine your Conscience
2. Be sincerely sorry for your sins.
3. Confess your sins.
4. Resolve to amend your life.
5. Do the penance the priest assigns.
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