ST. JOSEPH ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH

AS-THE EARTH BRINGS FORTH ITS PLANTS,

AND A GARDEN MAKES TS GROWTH SPRING UP,

‘SO WILL THE LORD/GOD MAKE JUSTICE AND PRAISE.
SPRING UP BEFORE ALL THE NATIONS.
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 13, 2020

SUNDAY MASS
Saturday - 5:00 PM, Vigil
Sunday - 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM and a
1:30 PM Spanish Mass

For those unable to attend Mass a video of the Mass can
be viewed on our Parish website.

DAILY MASS
Monday through Friday - 8:00 AM
Thursday - 7:00 PM, Spanish Mass
Saturday - 8:30 AM
Daily Masses are held in the Church Chapel.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Thursdays, from
11:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m., in the Church Chapel.

CONFESSIONS - Saturday mornings, from 11:00 a.m.
until noon, in the Church Chapel.

For your safety, all those attending any services in the
Church must wear a mask. All social distancing and
sanitizing guidelines will be followed.

WORDS FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Parish Family,

Greetings during this Advent journey of light and grace!
This Sunday speaks of joy as we light the third candle of our
wreath and the color pink symbolizes the coming salvation of
the Lord. This week we enter the special ‘last days of Advent’
from December 17-23 called the 'O Antiphon' days when each
weekday evening we will celebrate a special 7:00 p.m. Mass
in Church and recognize the tribute we bring to the
approaching feast of the birth of our Savior by praying the
psalms of the day and praising the promises spoken of in each
title given to Jesus from the prophets and patriarchs.

This Wednesday, December 16, will be individual
Confessions, scheduled at 7:00 p.m. in Church, together with
Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.

This weekend families are invited to sign up to participate
in home faith-sharing beginning January, by neighborhoods.
Each week, the Parish will coordinate with those interested
from the zones labeled on our town map in the Church foyer
and then at the Sunday Mass a packet together with a relic of
one of the Saints will be taken to be prayed and venerated
during the week with different families participating on an
ongoing basis. Please check the sign-up sheet after each Mass
as you leave.

God bless you all as we approach this beautiful celebration
of Christmas peace and joy,

Msgr. John

SACRAMENTS

Baptism (English): The second Saturday of the
month at 1:00 PM.

Baptism (Spanish): The first Sunday of the
month at 1:30 p.m.

Please arrange for the obligatory preparation
session by calling the Parish Office.

Pastoral Care of the Sick: The Holy Eucharist
and the Anointing of the Sick are available to the
sick and shut-ins upon request.

First Penance, First Eucharist, Confirmation:
Children are expected to receive a Catholic
upbringing in their family life, to worship regularly
at Sunday Mass, and to receive ongoing
Religious Education in the years preceding the
reception of these sacraments.

Matrimony: To allow ample time for preparation,
please contact the Parish Office at least one
year before the intended wedding date.

Holy Orders or Religious Life: If you are
considering serving God as a Priest, Deacon or
Religious, you may contact your Parish Priest or
Deacon; or phone the Office of Vocations at 732-
562-2457 for additional information.

MASS SCHEDULE

5:00 PM (Saturday evening Vigil Mass)
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM
1:30 PM - Spanish Mass

Monday to Friday: 8:00 AM
Saturday: 8:30 AM
Thursday: 7:00 PM - Spanish Mass
St. Peregrine Mass for the Sick
Second Thursday of the month - 7:00 PM

CONFESSIONS
Saturday: 11:00 AM

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM

MAILING ADDRESS

School
865 Roosevelt Avenue
Carteret, NJ 07008

Parish
55 High Street
Carteret, NJ 07008

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
Parish Office 732-541-8946
Parish Office Fax 732-541-0500
Religious Education 732-969-8767
St. Joseph School 732-541-7111
St. Vincent de Paul Society 732-541-8946 x108

PARISH SERVICES
Parish Registration: New parishioners are
welcome. Please call the Parish Office to
register. Please notify us if you move.

R.C.LA.: Adults inquiring about the Catholic
Church with a desire to become Catholic are
invited to call the Parish Office for
information about the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults.

Parish Organizations: Adult Choir,
Children’s Choir, Ministry to the Sick &
Elderly, RCIA Team, Food Pantry, Hispanic
Ministry, St. Vincent de Paul Society, Home
School Association, Athletic Association, and
Catechetical Instruction.

Sponsorship: To act as a Godparent for
Baptism or sponsor for Confirmation, the
sponsor must be a baptized Catholic,
Confirmed, received Communion, and live a
morally good life; if married, done so within
Church law. Ordinarily the sponsor must be
at least 14 years old.

PARISH WEBSITE
www.stjosephparishfamily.com



SUNDAY READINGS
First Reading - Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11
Second Reading - 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Gospel - John 1:6-8, 19-28
The Lord is Near

The Third Sunday of Advent is called Gaudete Sunday
because today’s opening antiphon begins with the word
gandete, which means rejoice. We rejoice today, for the
coming of the Lord is so near that we cannot help but think
about it. Perhaps we are starting to feel overwhelmed by all
of what we need to do between now and Christmas. Let this
be an opportunity to refocus our attention on the true reason

we celebrate this time of year. Rejoice, the Lord is near!
Copyright © Gia Publications

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2,9-13; Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21¢-25; Lk 7:18b-23

Thursday: Gn49:2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17

Friday: Jer 23:5-8; Mt 1:18-25

Saturday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Lk 1:5-25

Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Rom 16:25-27,;
Lk 1:26-38
JOIN US AS WE PREPARE

FOR THE COMING OF OUR LORD!

Our last Advent Enrichment Evening will be held
this Wednesday, December 16, with a Penance Service,
with individual Confessions, together with Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament, at 7:00 p.m, in the Church.

CONFESSION can strengthen us to grow in our
spiritual life. The grace of the sacrament helps us to avoid
sin, and frequent examination of our failings helps us to
resolve to do better in the future.

Wednesday, December 16, 7:00 p.m., in the Church

Saturdays - 11:00 a.m. to 12 noon, in the Church

ANTIPHON DAYS
(last seven days before the vigil of Christmas)

On December 17, 18, 21, 22, 23, Mass will be celebrated
in the Church, at 7:00 p.m. On those days, we will not
have the daily 8:00 a.m. Mass, usually held in the Chapel.

WE’VE MOVED!
The Parish Office is now located at 7 Locust
Street (the Rectory address). Parking is available
behind the Church in the Locust Street parking
lot.

“For everything there is a season and
a time for every purpose under Heaven. . .”

a time to heal... for the sick of our Parish and especially
for Anthony LaMotta, Charles Alongi, Angelina Virola

a time to die... for the soul of Mercedes Crespo

The Gospel of life is at the heart of Jesus'

message. Lovingly received day after day by the

Church, it is to be preached with dauntless

fidelity as "good news" to the people of every age

and culture. At the dawn of salvation, it is the

""" Birth of a Child which is proclaimed as joyful

news: "I bring you good news of a great joy which will come

to all the people; for to you is born this day in the city of

David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord" (Lk 2:10-11). The

source of this "great joy" is the Birth of the Savior; but

Christmas also reveals the full meaning of every human birth,

and the joy which accompanies the Birth of the Messiah is

thus seen to be the foundation and fulfilment of joy at every
child born into the world (cf. Jn 16:21).

-St. John Paul 11, The Gospel of Life, n.1

God our Creator, we give thanks to You, Who alone have the
power to impart the breath of life as You form each of us in
our mother's womb. Grant, we pray, that we, whom You have
made stewards of creation, may remain faithful to this sacred
trust and constant in safeguarding the dignity of every human
life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Amen.

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

CONFESSIONS
All Saturdays in December ~ 11:00 AM - 12:00 Noon

CHRISTMAS MASSES
Christmas Eve ~ December 24
5:00 PM - Children’s Mass
9:30 PM - Christmas Carols
10:00 PM - Midnight Mass Readings
Christmas Day ~ December 25
8:00 AM and 10:30 AM
12:30 PM - Spanish Mass

NEW YEAR’S DAY MASS SCHEDULE

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
December 31, 2020
Vigil - 7:00 PM
January 1, 2021
8:00 AM and 9:30 AM




DRIVE-UP RECEPTION OF THE
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Due to the current pandemic, many of our parishioners
have been unable to receive the Eucharist sacramentally
for many months. For those unable to attend Mass, we
are Offering Drive-up Reception of the Sacrament of Holy
Communion, on Thursdays, from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00
p-m., in the parking lot of St. Joseph School, 865
Roosevelt Ave., Carteret.

Prayer for the Armed Forces
Almighty God, we commend to Your gracious care all the men
and women of our Armed Forces, at home and abroad.
Defend them day by day with Your heavenly grace, strengthen
them in their trials and temptations, give them courage to face
the perils which beset them, and grant them a sense of Your
abiding presence wherever they may be. Amen.

Remember in your prayers the members of our Armed
Services, especially: Taylor Setar, daughter of Greg and
Terry Setar; Thomas Rapp, grandson of Jeanette Miller; Justin
Lurker, grandson of Helen Lurker; Robert Michnowiez,
nephew of Helen Lurker; Justin Molarz, grandson of Susan
Molarz; Andrew Weaver, grandson of Joanne Halkovich;
Darren T. Dreboty, son-in-law of Jacqueline Eak; James
Molnar, grandson of Alice Benson; Elizabeth Brito and Lisa
Marie Brito, daughters of Ivette Brito; Raymond Torres, son
of Deacon and Mrs. Ramon Torres; Laura Roe, daughter of
Louis and Maria Pena.

THANK YOU for Your Continued Support!

We are grateful to all those who have so generously
continued to donate to our Parish, during this difficult
time. Your weekly contributions are of great importance
in helping us meet our financial obligations.

We ask that you continue your donations to our Church,
as your means allow, by mailing in your envelopes,
dropping them in the Parish Office mail slot, or through
Online Giving.

To donate through Online Giving, just visit our Parish
website at www.stjosephparishfamily.com and click on
Donate Now. It’s easy, secure, and convenient!

PRAY AND FAST FOR VOCATIONS

Loving God, help the men and women of our Parish to hear
the call to serve in the Church. Our needs are great and our
people thirst for Your presence. Open the hearts of many,
raise up faithful servants of the Gospel, dedicated, holy
Priests, Sisters, Brothers, and Deacons, who will spend
themselves for Your people and their needs. Bless those who
are serving now with courage and perseverance. Grant that
many will be inspired by their example and faith. Amen.

St. Joseph School Calendar Raffle

o Don’t miss out on multiple opportunities to
. win a Cash Prize! Ten drawings in all, with
a total amount in cash prizes of $4,000. $20
{ per chance. The first drawing will be held
# the first week of January. To purchase
" tickets, call the School Office at 732-541-
7111 or the Parish Office at 732-541-8946.

Do you know someone who would like to know more about
the Catholic faith? Invite them to a RCIA INQUIRY
SESSION where their inquiries can be addressed. Invited
are: all who are unbaptized, all who have been baptized into
another Christian denomination, and all who have been
baptized Catholic but have never received both the sacraments
of Eucharist and Confirmation. No commitments are
required. For more information, please reach out to our
Religious Education Office at 732-969-8767.

A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend gives you
the tools to revitalize romance, deepen communication, and
nourish the spirituality in your marriage. Attend from the
comfort of your home, via Zoom, for eight evening sessions
on Sunday and Wednesday evenings, January 20 to February
14. Call Tony & Linda Massimo at 302-220-9833 for an
application and information, or visit www.wwme-delmar.org

A WONDERFUL PRO-FAMILY WEBSITE
Family of the Americas Foundation is a non-profit
organization dedicated to educating and strengthening women
and families worldwide. FAF was founded in 1977 for the
purpose of promoting family unity by encouraging parents to
meet their mutual responsibilities to each other and to their
children. The Family of the Americas’ website is a great source
of information. Visit www.familyplanning.net

MOTHER SETON VIRTUAL GALA

Mother Seton Regional High School, Clark, will hold their
2020 Alumnae Fundraising Gala on January 22, from 7:00
p.m. until 8:15 p.m. Alumnae, family, and friends are invited
to visit online for the 2020 Awards and Silent Auction. For
more information, visit their website at www.msrgala.org or
signup at REGISTERNOW@MSRGALA.ORG. There is no
charge to participate in this event.

COVID-19 ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

- Housing Assistance Program - If you have not been able
to pay your rent or mortgage, due to COVID-19, visit
www.nj.gov/humanservices/covid 1 9housingassistance/

- School-Age Tuition Assistance - Families can now
apply for childcare tuition assistance to help with care for
children who have remote learning schedules due to COVID-
19. Visit www.ChildCareNJ.gov to apply.




Mass Intentions
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SATURDAY December 12
5:00 PM John R. Sabol
SUNDAY December 13
8:00 AM  John and Jean Stanley
10:30 AM  Manuel Romero
1:30 PM Parishioners of St. Joseph Parish
MONDAY December 14
8:00 AM  Mr. and Mrs. Victor Servello
TUESDAY December 15
8:00 AM  Bill Lenahan
WEDNESDAY December 16
8:00 AM  Michael Carnevale
7:00 PM Advent Enrichment Evening - Confession
and Exposition/Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament
THURSDAY December 17
11:30 AM  Eucharistic Adoration
7:00 PM Dorothy Johnson - Antiphon Day Mass
FRIDAY December 18
7:00 PM Editha Tan - Antiphon Day Mass
SATURDAY December 19
8:30 AM  Members of the Perpetual Mass Guild
5:00 PM Mr. and Mrs. Onofrio Alongi
SUNDAY December 20
8:00 AM  Charles Lyons
10:30 AM  Jose Betanzos and the Parishioners
of St. Joseph Parish
1:30 PM Angel Santos

CANDLE INTENTION ~ December 13-19

Russo.

The Pieta Lamp burns in loving memory of John and
Helen Shalaida; requested by their grandson, Anthony

Each moment you spend with Jesus will deepen your
union with Him and make your soul everlastingly
more glorious and beautiful in Heaven, and will help
bring about everlasting peace on earth.

-St. Teresa of Calcutta

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION is held on Thursdays,
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., in the Church Chapel. It’s
amazing how a simple act of committing to even a short time
of regular Adoration makes such a huge difference to the rest
of your life. You can carry that moment of being in His
presence with you long after you’ve left the Church or Chapel.
His grace sustains you in every moment, especially in
moments of temptation. Temptation becomes easier to resist
when you’re spending more time in Adoration.

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

“You. .. must be prepared, for at an hour you do not
expect, the Son of Man will come.”

—Matthew 24: 44
Come, long-expected Jesus.

Excite in me a wonder at the wisdom and power of Your
Father and ours.

Receive my prayer as part of my service of the Lord Who
enlists me in God's own work for justice.

Come, long-expected Jesus.

Excite in me a hunger for peace: peace in the world, peace
in my home, peace in myself.

Come, long-expected Jesus.

Excite in me a joy responsive to the Father's joy. Iseek His
will so I can serve with gladness, singing, and love.
Come, long-expected Jesus.

Excite in me the joy and love and peace it is right to bring
to the manger of my Lord.

Raise in me, too, sober reverence for the God who acted
there, hearty gratitude for the life begun there, and spirited
resolution to serve the Father and Son.

I pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Whose advent I hail.
Amen.

ADVENT SUGGESTIONS

o Take time to read the daily readings each day of Advent. The
beautiful words are guaranteed to inspire, and the commitment
will guarantee you a bit of quiet and reflective time.

e Go to the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This will encourage
you to reflect on your life, your gifts, and where you fail to
utilize them for the good of others. It is beautiful preparation
for the coming of Jesus and the beginning of a new year.

Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you. -Thessalonians 5:16-18

This Scripture reading sums up Stewardship. Rejoice always
means place your trust in God; He will provide all that you
need. Pray constantly means prayer should be a running
conversation with God throughout the whole day, every day.
Give thanks in all circumstance means even in bad situations,
thank God. Suffering a little bit helps build empathy for
others in similar situations and shows our dependence on God.
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