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SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
JANUARY 17, 2021

SUNDAY MASS
Saturday - 5:00 PM, Vigil

Sunday - 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM and a
1:30 PM Spanish Mass

For those unable to attend Mass a video of the Mass can
be viewed on our Parish website.

DAILY MASS
Monday through Friday - 8:00 AM
Thursday - 7:00 PM, Spanish Mass

Saturday - 8:30 AM
Daily Masses are held in the Church Chapel.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Thursdays, from
11:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m., in the Church Chapel.

CONFESSIONS - Saturday mornings, from 11:00 a.m.
until noon, in the Church Chapel.

For your safety, all those attending any services in the
Church must wear a mask.  All social distancing and
sanitizing guidelines will be followed.

WORDS FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Parish Family,
Greetings as we observe these few weeks of Ordinary Time

before the Holy season of Lent which begins February 17,
Ash Wednesday.

This Friday, January 22, our citywide 'Walk for Life'
uniting the churches of Divine Mercy and St. Joseph will
take place beginning 5 p.m. from the steps of Divine Mercy
Parish, 140 Emerson Street.  We will walk in Candlelight
Procession praying for the end of abortion and protection of
the unborn.  A Mass will be held upon arriving at St. Joseph
Church.  All are welcome as we observe social distancing
with our facial coverings.

Our Parish 50-50 Raffle is beginning next week.  Each
ticket is $20 with four winners at 20%, 15%, 10% and 5% of
the proceeds and will be drawn on March 19, St. Joseph’s
Feast day.  Thank you, as always, for your support of our
beloved Parish and the events on its behalf.

In the Lord,
Msgr. John

MASS INTENTIONS DURING LENT
On Friday evenings during Lent, Mass will be celebrated
at 6:30 p.m.  To reserve one of these Masses for a special
intention or in memory of a loved one, please stop by the
Parish Office.

SACRAMENTS
Baptism (English): The second Saturday of the
month at 1:00 PM.
Baptism (Spanish): The first Sunday of the
month at 1:30 p.m.
Please arrange for the obligatory preparation
session by calling the Parish Office.

Pastoral Care of the Sick: The Holy Eucharist
and the Anointing of the Sick are available to the
sick and shut-ins upon request.

First Penance, First Eucharist, Confirmation:
Children are expected to receive a Catholic
upbringing in their family life, to worship regularly
at Sunday Mass, and to receive ongoing
Religious Education in the years preceding the
reception of these sacraments.

Matrimony: To allow ample time for preparation,
please contact the Parish Office at least one
year before the intended wedding date.

Holy Orders or Religious Life: If you are 
considering serving God as a Priest, Deacon or
Religious, you may contact your Parish Priest or
Deacon; or phone the Office of Vocations at 732-
562-2457 for additional information.

MASS SCHEDULE
5:00 PM (Saturday evening Vigil Mass)

Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM
 1:30 PM - Spanish Mass

Monday to Friday: 8:00 AM; Saturday: 8:30 AM
Thursday: 7:00 PM - Spanish Mass

St. Peregrine Mass for the Sick 
Second Thursday of the month - 7:00 PM

CONFESSIONS
Saturday: 11:00 AM

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday: 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Friday: 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM

MAILING ADDRESS
Parish School

7 Locust Street 865 Roosevelt Avenue
Carteret, NJ 07008 Carteret, NJ 07008

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
Parish Office 732-541-8946
Parish Office Fax 732-541-0500
Religious Education 732-969-8767
St. Joseph School 732-541-7111
St. Vincent de Paul Society   732-541-8946 x108

PARISH SERVICES
Parish Registration: New parishioners are
welcome.  Please call the Parish Office to
register.  Please notify us if you move.

R.C.I.A.: Adults inquiring about the Catholic
Church with a desire to become Catholic are
invited to call the Parish Office for
information about the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults.

Parish Organizations: Adult Choir,
Children’s Choir, Ministry to the Sick &
Elderly, RCIA Team, Food Pantry, Hispanic
Ministry, St. Vincent de Paul Society, Home
School Association, Athletic Association, and
Catechetical Instruction.

Sponsorship: To act as a Godparent for
Baptism or sponsor for Confirmation, the
sponsor must be a baptized Catholic,
Confirmed, received Communion, and live a
morally good life; if married, done so within
Church law.  Ordinarily the sponsor must be
at least 14 years old.

PARISH WEBSITE
www.stjosephparishfamily.com



SUNDAY READINGS
First Reading ~ 1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19
Second Reading ~ 1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20
Gospel ~ John 1:35-42
Speak, Lord, We Are Listening

In today’s first reading God keeps calling out in the night to
a sleeping boy.  Neither the boy, Samuel, nor his teacher, Eli,
understands who is calling.  But God’s persistence convinces
them.  Samuel is then ready—not ready yet to do anything, but
ready to listen. “Speak, for Your servant is listening” (1 Samuel
3:10).

In the Gospel, Jesus is out teaching.  Various people notice
Him and begin to gather around.  They soon become disciples
and, like the young Samuel, are ready—not ready yet to do
anything, but ready to listen.  “Speak,” they say, “we are
listening.”

God’s voice is always with us, awake or asleep.  It swirls
around us like fog on a waterfront, enveloping us, gently urging
us to wake up, to listen.  Awareness of the voice comes first;
then willingness to listen; then, in time, the decision to act, to
live according to God’s word.  Let’s ask today for the ability to
keep our ears open so we don’t miss God’s voice.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Heb 5:1-10; Mk 2:18-22
Tuesday: Heb 6:10-20; Mk 2:23-28
Wednesday: Heb 7:1-3, 15-17; Mk 3:1-6
Thursday: Heb 7:25 — 8:6; Mk 3:7-12
Friday: Heb 8:6-13; Mk 3:13-19, or any of a

number of readings for the Day of Prayer
Saturday: Heb 9:2-3, 11-14; Mk 3:20-21
Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10; 1 Cor 7:29-31; Mk 1:14-20

THANK YOU for Your Continued Support!

We are grateful to all those
who have so generously
continued to donate to our
Parish, during this difficult
time.  Your weekly contributions are of great
importance in helping us meet our financial obligations.
January 10 5:00 p.m. $1105

8:00 a.m. $326
10:30 a.m. $701
1:30 p.m. $699

Online Giving $337
By Mail $1540
Total $4708 ($5467 2020)

As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one
another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.

-1 Peter 4:10

“For everything there is a season and
a time for every purpose under Heaven. . .”

a time to heal... for the sick of our Parish and especially
for Anthony LaMotta, Charles Alongi, Angelina Virola

FOR THE SAFETY OF OUR TROOPS
Gracious God, please hold our servicemen and
servicewomen in Your strong arms.  Cover them with Your
sheltering grace and Your presence as they stand in the gap
for our protection.  Supply them with courage to face each
day and may they trust in the Your mighty power to
accomplish each task.  Watch over their families and grant
them Your peace.  We ask this in the Name of Jesus, Your
Son.  Amen.

Remember in your prayers the members of our
Armed Services, especially: Taylor Setar, daughter of
Greg and Terry Setar; Thomas Rapp, grandson of Jeanette
Miller; Justin Lurker, grandson of Helen Lurker; Robert
Michnowiez, nephew of Helen Lurker; Justin Molarz,
grandson of Susan Molarz; Andrew Weaver, grandson of
Joanne Halkovich; Darren T. Dreboty, son-in-law of
Jacqueline Eak; James Molnar, grandson of Alice Benson;
Elizabeth Brito and Lisa Marie Brito, daughters of Ivette
Brito;  Raymond Torres, son of Deacon and Mrs. Ramon
Torres; Laura Roe, daughter of Louis and Maria Pena.

DRIVE-UP RECEPTION OF THE
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Due to the current pandemic, many of our parishioners
have been unable to receive the Eucharist sacramentally
for many months.  For those unable to attend Mass, we
are Offering Drive-up Reception of the Sacrament of Holy
Communion, on Thursdays, from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00
p.m., in the parking lot of St. Joseph School, 865
Roosevelt Ave., Carteret.

PRAY AND FAST FOR VOCATIONS
Dear Father, shine Your light upon me so that I may see my
true vocation.  Give me the grace to hear Your word and be
an example to others of Your love for us.  I pray for all in
priesthood, consecrated life, marriage and single life, and
for all who are listening to Your call, that they may answer
You in their vocation.  Thank You for sending Your Son Jesus
- Lord of the Harvest.  Help me to follow His example.  May
I freely, courageously, and lovingly respond.  Amen.

If You Are Discerning a Call to the Priesthood, you are
invited to contact the Diocese of Metuchen Office of
Vocations at vocations@diometuchen.org or contact Rev.
Mauricio Tabera-Vasquez, Vocations Director, at 732-
562-2457 or www.vocationsdiometuche.org



EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Thursdays - 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. - Church Chapel

A Holy Hour before the Most Blessed Sacrament so pleases
the Heart of Jesus, that every man, woman, and child on earth
receives a new effect from God’s goodness and love, all
because of a single hour of adoration in His Presence.

-St. Faustina

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
LENTEN ENRICHMENT EVENING PRAYER

Each Sunday of Lent, 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Sunday, February 21 - Fr. Martin Espinoza will speak
on our Lenten disciples of prayer, fast, almsgiving.
Sunday, February 28 - Fr. Tom Lanza will speak on
humility.
Sunday, March 7 - Fr. William Smith will speak on
forgiveness.
Sunday, March 14 - Fr. Pafnouti Wassaf will speak on
charity.
Sunday, March 21 - Msgr. John Gordon will speak on
fitting worship.

Do you know someone interested in learning more
about the Catholic faith?  Invite them to an RCIA
Inquiry Session.  Invited are: all who are unbaptized,
baptized into another Christian denomination, or baptized
Catholic but have never received both sacraments of
Confirmation and Eucharist.  No commitment is expected. 
For more information, call our Religious Education Office at
732-969-8767.

Catholic School 2021-2022 Tuition
Assistance Online Application Process

Families interested in applying for tuition assistance to
attend an eligible Diocese of Metuchen elementary or high
school may apply online now through FACTS Grant &
Aid Assessment at https://online.factsmgt.com/aid. 
Online applications must be completed (including all
required documentation) by March 31.  Applications are
available in English and Spanish.  Families that need
assistance completing the online application or need access
to a computer to apply should contact their school.

Every year, the Office of Youth & Young Adult Ministry
honors Juniors and Seniors from the Diocese of Metuchen
with the St. Timothy and St. Teresa of Calcutta
Awards.  In past years, these Awards have been presented in
person, however this year, due to the pandemic, the Awards
will be presented virtually on Tuesday, January 26,  at 7:00
p.m.  For additional, information or for the link to the video
premiere of the Awards Presentation, please visit:
https://diometuchen.org/youthministry

New Jersey Reproductive Freedom Act
On October 8, 2020, The Reproductive Freedom Act (RFA)

S3030 was introduced in the New Jersey State Senate and was
referred to the Senate Health, Human Services and Senior
Citizens Committee. If passed, the RFA would codify into
New Jersey law the findings of Roe v. Wade, meaning that
abortion would remain legal in New Jersey even if the case
were overturned by the Supreme Court.  The RFA would also
strip safeguards and regulations on the abortion procedure,
making New Jersey a more dangerous place for women and
their unborn babies.  The Assembly companion bill is A4848.

The Diocesan Office of Human Life & Dignity has been
working closely with the New Jersey Catholic Conference on
this issue to develop resources and monitor the bill.  Visit NJ
Catholic Conference's Reproductive Freedom Act resource
page: https://njcatholic.org/reproductive-freedom-act.  Please
check this website frequently for updates.  Also, make sure to
sign up on the above website to receive action alerts.

Contact: human.life.and.dignity@diometuchen.org for more
information.

Religious Awards for Catholic Girl Scouts
Since there will not be an annual Gathering Day for Girl
Scouts in person this year, the Catholic Girl Scout
Committee has designed a series of virtual meetings so
that Girl Scouts can continue to make progress toward
their Religious Awards, including: Juniors - I Live My
Faith; Cadettes - Marian Medal; Seniors and ambassadors
- Spirit Alive.  If you are interested in participating, please
email domgirlscouts@gmail.com and provide the
following information: name, parish, Girl Scout level,
Religious Award of interest, and whether you have started
to work on the Award, and someone will contact you.

Help make Pocket Rosaries for Law Enforcement
Officers,  All materials and instructions will be provided and
a Zoom virtual tutorial will also be scheduled.  If interested,
contact Cristina at cdaverso@diometuchen.org.

CRISIS COUNSELING SERVICES 
For those affected by the COVID-19 Pandemic

Through a statewide partnership, Catholic Charities of New
Jersey is providing crisis counseling to those impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic.  If you or anyone you know needs to
speak with someone, please call: 732-204-6510.

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday: Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday: Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins
Wednesday: St. Fabian; St. Sebastian
Thursday: St. Agnes
Friday: Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of

Unborn Children
Saturday: St. Vincent; St. Marianne Cope



SATURDAY January 16
5:00 PM The Sanctity of All Human Life

SUNDAY January 17
8:00 AM Parishioners of St. Joseph Parish

10:30 AM Wilfred and Julia Yeo
1:30 PM Angel Santos

MONDAY January 18
8:00 AM Carmen Betanzos

TUESDAY January 19
8:00 AM Members of the Perpetual Mass Guild

WEDNESDAY January 20
8:00 AM Packiam Family

THURSDAY January 21
8:00 AM The Innocent Unborn

11:30 AM Eucharistic Adoration
7:00 PM Antonia Pena - Spanish Mass

FRIDAY January 22
8:00 AM Carmen Betanzos
5:45 PM The Innocent Unborn

SATURDAY January 23
8:30 AM Souls in purgatory
5:00 PM Helen Kitz

SUNDAY January 24
8:00 AM Marion Zubrowski

10:30 AM Students, Faculty, and Staff of
St. Joseph School

1:30 PM Parishioners of St. Joseph Parish

The Parish Office will be closed on Monday, January
18, in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

CANDLE INTENTION ~ JANUARY 17-23

The Saint Joseph Lamp burns in loving memory of
Giuseppantonio DiMartino; requested by the DiMartino
Family.

PRAYER TO END ABORTION
Lord God, I thank You today for the gift of my life, and for the
lives of all my brothers and sisters.  I know there is nothing
that destroys more life than abortion, yet I rejoice that You
have conquered death by the Resurrection of Your Son.  I am
ready to do my part in ending abortion.  Today I commit
myself never to be silent, never to be passive, never to be
forgetful of the unborn.  I commit myself to be active in the
pro-life movement, and never to stop defending life until all
my brothers and sisters are protected, and our Nation once
again becomes a Nation with liberty and justice not just for
some, but for all.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

48th ANNIVERSARY OF ROE V. WADE 
JANUARY 22, 2021

NJ Catholic Bishops Issue Call
For Prayer & Fasting to End Abortion

“We, the Catholic Bishops of New Jersey,
ask Catholics and people of good will to
join us on Friday, January 22, 2021, the
48th anniversary of Roe vs. Wade, in a
Day of Prayer and Fasting to end
abortion.  As we mark this tragic event
in our Nation’s history, we remember
the millions of lives lost to abortion and pray for the
mothers and fathers left to suffer the tragic effects.  The
Catholic Church is committed to protecting all life from
conception to natural death.  We will work vigorously to
ensure the laws of our State and Country protect and
defend the intrinsic dignity of all people.

We humbly implore our Blessed Mother under her title
of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas and
Protectress of the Unborn, to intercede on our behalf that
these efforts to end abortion are guided by mercy,
compassion, and above all charity.”

CANDLELIGHT “WALK FOR THE UNBORN”
St. Joseph Parish together with Divine Mercy Parish

will hold a candlelight Walk for the Unborn on Friday,
January 22, beginning at 5:00 p.m. at Divine Mercy
Parish, 140 Emerson Street (in front of the Church
building) and ending at St. Joseph Parish, 55 High Street,
with Mass.

Please try to join in this event where we will witness to
our deepest values of protecting and proclaiming life's
dignity from the first moment of conception.  Social
distancing will be observed as we walk and pray.

COME PRAY A ROSARY FOR LIFE
Bishop James F. Checchio will pray a Rosary for Life on
Main Street in Woodbridge on Friday, January 29, at
1:00 p.m.  All are invited to attend, though face coverings
and social distancing will be required.  Those planning to
attend are asked to park and meet in the St. James Parish,
369 Amboy Ave., Woodbridge, parking lot at 12:45 p.m. 
We will then process to the Main Street location. The
Rosary will be prayed in English and Spanish.  There is a
12:10 p.m. daily Mass at St. James for those interested in
attending before the Rosary.  For additional information,
contact: amarshall@diometuchen.org

The Parish Office is now located at 7 Locust Street (the
Rectory address).  Parking is available behind the Church
in the Locust Street parking lot.
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