
St. Joseph Roman Catholic Parish 
OVER A CENTURY OF CATHOLIC PRESENCE 

Rev. Msgr. John B. Gordon - Pastor  
Rev. Msgr. Pafnouti Wassef - Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Sean G. Winters - In Residence 
Deacon Ramon Torres - Hispanic Ministry 

Deacon George Kimball - Permanent Deacon 
Ms. Joanne McKnight - Principal  

Mrs. Marcelle Doherty - Director of Religious Education/Pastoral Assistant 
Dr. Thomas Juneau - Director of Music 



SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
FEBRUARY 14, 2021

SUNDAY MASS
Saturday - 5:00 PM, Vigil

Sunday - 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM and a
1:30 PM Spanish Mass

For those unable to attend Mass a video of the Mass can
be viewed on our Parish website.

DAILY MASS
Monday through Friday - 8:00 AM
Thursday - 7:00 PM, Spanish Mass

Friday - 6:30 PM (during Lent)
Saturday - 8:30 AM

Daily Masses are held in the Church.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Thursdays, from
11:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m., in the Church.

CONFESSIONS - Saturday mornings, from 11:00 a.m.
until noon, in the Church.

For your safety, all those attending any services in the
Church must wear a mask.  All social distancing and
sanitizing guidelines will be followed.

“For everything there is a season and
a time for every purpose under Heaven. . .”

a time to heal... for the sick of our Parish and especially
for Anthony LaMotta, Charles Alongi, Angelina Virola
a time to die... Anna Hansen

"...we will stand up every time that human life is
threatened. When the sacredness of life before
birth is attacked, we will stand up and proclaim

that no one ever has the authority to destroy
unborn life. When a child is described as a
burden or is looked upon only as a means to

satisfy an emotional need, we will stand up and
insist that every child is a unique and unrepeatable gift of
God, with the right to a loving and united family..." –Saint
Pope John Paul II, Homily at the Holy Mass at the Capital Mall,
October 7, 1979

God of Life and Love, You created us in Your image and sent
Your Son to bring us life.  Instill in us a respect for all life,
from conception to natural death.  Empower us to work for
justice for the poor.  Nourish us that we may bring food to the
hungry.  Inspire us to cherish the fragile life of the unborn. 
Strengthen us to bring comfort to the chronically ill.  Teach us
to treat the aging with dignity and respect.  Bring us one day
into the glory of everlasting life.  Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

SACRAMENTS
Baptism (English): The second Saturday of the
month at 1:00 PM.
Baptism (Spanish): The first Sunday of the
month at 1:30 p.m.
Please arrange for the obligatory preparation
session by calling the Parish Office.

Pastoral Care of the Sick: The Holy Eucharist
and the Anointing of the Sick are available to the
sick and shut-ins upon request.

First Penance, First Eucharist, Confirmation:
Children are expected to receive a Catholic
upbringing in their family life, to worship regularly
at Sunday Mass, and to receive ongoing
Religious Education in the years preceding the
reception of these sacraments.

Matrimony: To allow ample time for preparation,
please contact the Parish Office at least one
year before the intended wedding date.

Holy Orders or Religious Life: If you are 
considering serving God as a Priest, Deacon or
Religious, you may contact your Parish Priest or
Deacon; or phone the Office of Vocations at 732-
562-2457 for additional information.

MASS SCHEDULE
5:00 PM (Saturday evening Vigil Mass)

Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM
 1:30 PM - Spanish Mass

Monday to Friday: 8:00 AM; Saturday: 8:30 AM
Thursday: 7:00 PM - Spanish Mass

St. Peregrine Mass for the Sick 
Second Thursday of the month - 7:00 PM

CONFESSIONS
Saturday: 11:00 AM

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday: 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Friday: 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM

MAILING ADDRESS
Parish School

7 Locust Street 865 Roosevelt Avenue
Carteret, NJ 07008 Carteret, NJ 07008

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
Parish Office 732-541-8946
Parish Office Fax 732-541-0500
Religious Education 732-969-8767
St. Joseph School 732-541-7111
St. Vincent de Paul Society   732-541-8946 x108

PARISH SERVICES
Parish Registration: New parishioners are
welcome.  Please call the Parish Office to
register.  Please notify us if you move.

R.C.I.A.: Adults inquiring about the Catholic
Church with a desire to become Catholic are
invited to call the Parish Office for
information about the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults.

Parish Organizations: Adult Choir,
Children’s Choir, Ministry to the Sick &
Elderly, RCIA Team, Food Pantry, Hispanic
Ministry, St. Vincent de Paul Society, Home
School Association, Athletic Association, and
Catechetical Instruction.

Sponsorship: To act as a Godparent for
Baptism or sponsor for Confirmation, the
sponsor must be a baptized Catholic,
Confirmed, received Communion, and live a
morally good life; if married, done so within
Church law.  Ordinarily the sponsor must be
at least 14 years old.

PARISH WEBSITE
www.stjosephparishfamily.com



SUNDAY READINGS
First Reading ~ Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46
Second Reading ~ 1 Corinthians 10:31 — 11:1
Gospel ~ Mark 1:40-45
Jesus’ Way

Today’s readings present a contrast between “Jesus’ way”
and the “old way.”  An example of the old way is the law given
to Moses and Aaron about leprosy: the leper was unclean and
cast out of the community.  Jesus’ way is the opposite: the leper
is reached out to, touched, and finally cured.

Nor ought we think of the “old way” as restricted to the days
of Moses and Aaron, or even to the “old” Testament.  The
difference between the old way and Jesus’ way arises in own
lives.  We still choose, every day, to live in our old way or in
Jesus’ way.

Jesus dared to touch a leper, disregarding the old way.  The
leper then was changed forever.  He felt a calling.  He couldn’t
keep himself from proclaiming that he had been touched by
Jesus (even though Jesus told him not to.).  Once Jesus touches
us, we are called to proclaim His way.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Gn 4:1-15, 25; Mk 8:11-13
Tuesday: Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10; Mk 8:14-21
Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18; 2 Cor 5:20 — 6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
Thursday: Dt 30:15-20; Lk 9:22-25
Friday: Is 58:1-9a; Mt 9:14-15
Saturday: Is 58:9b-14; Lk 5:27-32
Sunday: Gn 9:8-15; 1 Pt 3:18-22; Mk 1:12-15

THANK YOU to all those
who have so generously given
and continue to give to our
Parish, during this difficult

time.  Your weekly contributions are of great importance
in helping us meet our financial obligations.  Please
continue your donations to our Church, as your means
allow, by mailing in your Church Envelopes, dropping
them in the Parish Office mail slot, or through Online
Giving.  To participate in Online Giving, visit our Parish
website and click on Donate Now.
February 7 5:00 p.m. $1100

8:00 a.m. $435
10:30 a.m. $189
1:30 p.m. $517

Online Giving $232
By Mail $2059
Total $4532 ($6184 2020)

With each gift show a cheerful countenance, and give with
a spirit of joy. -Sirach 35:8

WORDS FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Parish Family,
Greetings as we enter into the Holy season of Lent this Ash

Wednesday, please find the instruction from our Bishop, Most
Rev. James F. Checchio and the reminders of our Lenten
observances in living our faith.

Each Sunday during Lent will have an Evening Prayer for
Enrichment, from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., with a different
Priest each week.

Fridays of Lent will include Stations of Cross at 11:30 a.m.
and eveningy Mass at 6:30 p.m., followed with Stations of the
Cross in Spanish.

Confessions during Lent are Saturdays from 11:00 a.m.
until 12:00 p.m. and after the 5:00 p.m. Saturday evening
Mass.

Enjoy this President's Day weekend, our Parish Offices are
closed Monday in observance of the holiday.

God bless you all,
Msgr. John

LENTEN ENRICHMENT EVENING PRAYER
Each Sunday of Lent, 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Sunday, February 21
Fr. Martin Espinoza will speak on our Lenten

disciplines of prayer, fast, almsgiving.
Sunday, February 28

Fr. Tom Lanza will speak on humility.
Sunday, March 7

Fr. William Smith will speak on forgiveness.
Sunday, March 14

Fr. Pafnouti Wassaf will speak on charity.
Sunday, March 21

Msgr. John Gordon will speak on fitting worship.

Remember in your prayers the members of our
Armed Services, especially: Taylor Setar, daughter of
Greg and Terry Setar; Thomas Rapp, grandson of Jeanette
Miller; Justin Lurker, grandson of Helen Lurker; Robert
Michnowiez, nephew of Helen Lurker; Justin Molarz,
grandson of Susan Molarz; Andrew Weaver, grandson of
Joanne Halkovich; Darren T. Dreboty, son-in-law of
Jacqueline Eak; James Molnar, grandson of Alice Benson;
Elizabeth Brito and Lisa Marie Brito, daughters of Ivette
Brito;  Raymond Torres, son of Deacon and Mrs. Ramon
Torres; Laura Roe, daughter of Louis and Maria Pena.

All-powerful and ever-living God, when Abraham left his
native land and departed from his people You kept him safe
through all his journeys.  Protect our soldiers.  Be their
constant companion and their strength in battle, their refuge
in every adversity.  Guide them, O Lord, that they may return
home in safety.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.



PRAYER FOR THE YEAR TO ST. JOSEPH
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, spouse of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, to you God entrusted His only Son; in you Mary placed
her trust; with you Christ became man.  Blessed Joseph, to us
too, show yourself a father and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, and defend us from
every evil.  Amen.

DRIVE-UP RECEPTION OF THE
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Due to the current pandemic, many of our parishioners have
been unable to receive the Eucharist sacramentally for many
months.  For those unable to attend Mass, we are offering
Drive-up Reception of the Sacrament of Holy Communion, on
Thursdays, from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., in the parking lot
of St. Joseph School, 865 Roosevelt Ave., Carteret.

PRAY AND FAST FOR VOCATIONS
Eternal God, open wide the doors of our hearts to Your Son,
Jesus Christ.  Help us, and all who desire to serve You, to
know how to respond to Your call.  Through the gift of
Baptism You invite us to witness to the grace of Your love. 
Bless all women and men whom You call to serve the Church
as priests, deacons, sisters, or brothers.  May they be bold and
joyful witnesses to the presence of Your Incarnate Son, and to
the breath of the Spirit in our world.  Amen.

If You Are Discerning a Call to the Priesthood, you are
invited to contact the Diocese of Metuchen Office of
Vocations at vocations@diometuchen.org or contact Rev.
Mauricio Tabera-Vasquez, Vocations Recruiter, at 732-
562-2457 or www.vocationsdiometuchen.org

Don’t Miss a Chance to Win a LARGE CASH
PRIZE!

ENTER OUR PARISH CASH 50/50
1st st Prize - 20% of the Proceeds
2nd Prize - 15% of the Proceeds
3rd Prize - 10% of the Proceeds
4th Prize - 5% of the Proceeds
Each Family is invited to take a book of 5
tickets at $20 each to buy or sell in support
of this important fundraiser.  Tickets can be
purchased after the weekend Masses or at the
Parish Office.  Buy/sell your book of Raffle

tickets and place your returns in the collection basket or
the Parish Office mail slot.

St. Joseph School Calendar Raffle Winners, to date
Vicky Gonzalez #1175 Melissa Zuber #0354
Jamel Vera #0769 Kathy Distefano #1123
Nicholas/Hillary Scerbo #0785 Joe Bandoni #0806

Catholic School 2021-2022 Tuition Assistance
Online Application Process

Families interested in applying for tuition assistance to
attend an eligible Diocese of Metuchen elementary or
high school may apply online now through FACTS Grant
& Aid Assessment at https://online.factsmgt.com/aid.  All
Online applications must be completed (including all
required documentation) by March 31.  Applications are
available in English and Spanish.  Families needing
assistance completing the online application or need
access to a computer to apply should contact their school.

The Annual Drive to support our Diocesan newspaper,
THE CATHOLIC SPIRIT is underway. Any amount you
contribute will help The Catholic Spirit continue its ministry
to bring you the Good News.  Donations envelopes are
included in your Church envelope packet, or you can mail
your donation directly to The Catholic Spirit, PO Box 191,
Metuchen, NJ 08840-0191.

Religious Awards for Catholic Girl Scouts
Due to the pandemic, there will not be an annual Gathering
Day for Girl Scouts in person this year.  The Catholic Girl
Scout Committee has designed a series of virtual meetings so
that Girl Scouts can continue to make progress toward their
Religious Awards.  If you are interested, please email
domgirlscouts@gmail.com and provide your name, Parish,
Girl Scout level, Award of interest and whether you have
started to work on the Award.  Someone will get back to you.

As Catholics, we have an obligation to consider public
policy issues in light of the Gospel and the moral and
social teaching of the Church.  As faithful citizens, we are
called to respond in both prayer and action and consider
how public policy can impact our communities, Nation,
and world in the context of Catholic teaching.  

To provide the faithful of the Diocese of Metuchen with
information and resources about issues affecting public
policy and to highlight our lifelong responsibility as
Catholics to form our own consciences in accord with the
Church’s teaching, the Diocese of Metuchen has launched
a new webpage: https://diometuchen.org/issues-and-action. 
There you can sign up to receive action alerts directly from
the Diocese, or sign up to receive alerts directly from the
New Jersey Catholic Conference and the USCCB. 
Visitors to the page can also take action on current pending
legislation and can see the latest news affecting public
policy in our State, Nation, and world.

CRISIS COUNSELING SERVICES
Catholic Charities provides crisis counseling to those
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.  If you or anyone you
know needs to speak with someone, call: 732-204-6510.



SATURDAY February 13
5:00 PM Michael Hughes

SUNDAY February 14
8:00 AM Parishioners of St. Joseph Parish

10:30 AM Patricia O’Donnell
1:30 PM Angel Santos

MONDAY February 15
8:00 AM Helen Gilligan

TUESDAY February 16
8:00 AM Henry Kolodzieski

WEDNESDAY February 17 ~ Ash Wednesday
8:00 AM Bill Lenahan
9:30 AM St. Joseph School Students, Faculty,

and Staff - School
12:00 PM Liturgy of the Word/Distribution of Ashes

3:00 PM Liturgy of the Word/Distribution of Ashes
7:00 PM Msgr. Donald Endebrock

THURSDAY February 18
8:00 AM Dorothy Cervine

11:30 AM Eucharistic Adoration
7:00 PM Souls in purgatory -Spanish Mass

FRIDAY February 19
8:00 AM Members of the Perpetual Mass Guild

11:30 AM Stations of the Cross
6:30 PM Parishioners of St. Joseph Church
7:15 PM Spanish Stations of the Cross

SATURDAY February 20
8:30 AM Ralph Chirico
5:00 PM Margaret Milevoi

SUNDAY February 21
8:00 AM James Failace

10:30 AM Parishioners of St. Joseph Church
1:30 PM Emicdio Robles

CANDLE INTENTION ~ February 14 - 20
The St. Joseph Church Sanctuary Lamp burns in
loving memory of John and Helen Shalaida; requested by
their grandson, Anthony Russo.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Thursdays, 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Church

Each moment you spend with Jesus will deepen your union
with Him and make your soul everlastingly more glorious and
beautiful in Heaven, and will help bring about everlasting
peace on earth. -St. Teresa of Calcutta

On Friday evenings during Lent, Mass will be celebrated at
6:30 p.m.  To reserve one of these Masses for your intention,
please stop by the Parish Office.

DISTRIBUTION OF ASHES
ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17

Masses:
8:00 a.m. - St. Joseph Church
9:30 a.m. - St. Joseph School
7:00 p.m. - St. Joseph Church

Liturgy of the Word and Distribution of Ashes:
12:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. - St. Joseph Church

During LENT. . .
Mass will be celebrated in the Church  Monday through
Friday at 8:00 a.m.; Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m. in
Spanish; Friday evening at 6:30 p.m., and Saturday at
8:30 a.m.
Eucharistic Adoration - Thursdays from 11:30 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m., closing with Benediction.
Stations of the Cross - Fridays at 11:30 a.m. in English
and at 7:15 p.m. in Spanish.

LENTEN OBLIGATIONS
So that the Church of Metuchen may be spiritually one in a
common observance of Lent, the following days of fast and
abstinence are to be observed by all Catholics of the Diocese
who enjoy the blessings of good health:

1. The days of fast and abstinence are Ash Wednesday
and Good Friday.
2. All other Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence.
3. From the Evening Mass of the Lord's Supper on Holy
Thursday until the celebration of the Easter Vigil on the
evening of Holy Saturday, the Easter fast should be
observed so that, with uplifted and welcoming hearts, we
may be ready to celebrate the joys of the Resurrection. 
This ancient tradition, intimately connected with the Rites
of Holy Week and the Order of Christian Initiation of
Adults, is encouraged, especially in those places baptizing
catechumens at the Easter Vigil.

The obligation to fast applies only to Catholics between the
ages of 18 and 59.  To fast in the Catholic tradition means to
limit oneself to one full meal during the day so as to
experience hunger.  The obligation of abstinence affects all
Catholics who have reached the age of 14.  Abstinence in the
Catholic tradition means to abstain from meat.  The obligation
of fast and abstinence, as a whole, is a serious obligation. 
While failure to observe any penitential day in itself may not
be considered serious, the failure to observe any penitential
days at all, or a substantial number of them without good
cause, would be considered a grave matter.  Those unable to
abstain for a valid reason on any given Friday of Lent are
asked to perform some other penitential act, or to abstain on
another day.
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