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THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT ~ MARCH 7, 2021

SUNDAY MASS
Saturday - 5:00 PM, Vigil

Sunday - 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM and a
1:30 PM Spanish Mass

For those unable to attend Mass a video of the Mass can
be viewed on our Parish website.

DAILY MASS
Monday through Friday - 8:00 AM
Thursday - 7:00 PM, Spanish Mass

Friday - 6:30 PM (during Lent)
Saturday - 8:30 AM

Daily Masses are held in the Church.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Thursdays, from
11:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m., in the Church.

CONFESSIONS - Saturday mornings, from 11:00 a.m.
until noon, in the Church; and during Lent, immediately
following the Saturday, 5:00 p.m. Mass.

For your safety, all those attending any services in the
Church must wear a mask.  All social distancing and
sanitizing guidelines will be followed.

WORDS FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Parish Family,
Greetings on this Third Sunday of Lent!  I hope and pray

our holy season is offering some additional prayer and
blessing to the daily regimen and the arrival of Spring signs.

Thank you for living your faith in devotion and sincerity. 
Our Bishop is announcing our annual campaign in support of
the life and works of our local Church here in central Jersey. 
As you receive communications from his letters and also a
correspondence from me in the coming weeks, please simply
bring any response to a time of reflection about gratitude and
trust before deciding on your contribution.  We live with so
many urgent messages and moments.  May our participation
in this year's Bishop's Annual Appeal be as our means permit
and knowing that God truly provides as we follow His
inclination and His inspiration.

Please remember additional time for Sacrament of
Confession every Saturday after the 5:00 p.m. Mass, as well
as 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. at Church.

In the Lord,
Msgr. John

JOIN US!
LENTEN ENRICHMENT EVENING PRAYER 

The third of our Lenten Enrichment Evenings will be held this
Sunday, March 7, from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. in the Church. 
Fr. William Smith will speak on forgiveness.

SACRAMENTS
Baptism (English): The second Saturday of the
month at 1:00 PM.
Baptism (Spanish): The first Sunday of the
month at 1:30 p.m.
Please arrange for the obligatory preparation
session by calling the Parish Office.

Pastoral Care of the Sick: The Holy Eucharist
and the Anointing of the Sick are available to the
sick and shut-ins upon request.

First Penance, First Eucharist, Confirmation:
Children are expected to receive a Catholic
upbringing in their family life, to worship regularly
at Sunday Mass, and to receive ongoing
Religious Education in the years preceding the
reception of these sacraments.

Matrimony: To allow ample time for preparation,
please contact the Parish Office at least one
year before the intended wedding date.

Holy Orders or Religious Life: If you are 
considering serving God as a Priest, Deacon or
Religious, you may contact your Parish Priest or
Deacon; or phone the Office of Vocations at 732-
562-2457 for additional information.

MASS SCHEDULE
5:00 PM (Saturday evening Vigil Mass)

Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM
 1:30 PM - Spanish Mass

Monday to Friday: 8:00 AM; Saturday: 8:30 AM
Thursday: 7:00 PM - Spanish Mass

St. Peregrine Mass for the Sick 
Second Thursday of the month - 7:00 PM

CONFESSIONS
Saturday: 11:00 AM

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday: 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Friday: 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM

MAILING ADDRESS
Parish School

7 Locust Street 865 Roosevelt Avenue
Carteret, NJ 07008 Carteret, NJ 07008

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
Parish Office 732-541-8946
Parish Office Fax 732-541-0500
Religious Education 732-969-8767
St. Joseph School 732-541-7111
St. Vincent de Paul Society   732-541-8946 x108

PARISH SERVICES
Parish Registration: New parishioners are
welcome.  Please call the Parish Office to
register.  Please notify us if you move.

R.C.I.A.: Adults inquiring about the Catholic
Church with a desire to become Catholic are
invited to call the Parish Office for information
about the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.

Parish Organizations: Adult Choir, Children’s
Choir, Ministry to the Sick & Elderly, RCIA
Team, Food Pantry, Hispanic Ministry, St.
Vincent de Paul Society, Home School
Association, Athletic Association, and
Catechetical Instruction.

Sponsorship: To act as a Godparent for
Baptism or sponsor for Confirmation, the
sponsor must be a baptized Catholic,
Confirmed, received Communion, and live a
morally good life; if married, done so within
Church law.  Ordinarily the sponsor must be
at least 14 years old.

WEBSITE: www.stjosephparishfamily.com

EMAIL: www.stjosephchurch@sjps.net



SUNDAY READINGS
First Reading ~ Exodus 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17
Second Reading ~ 1 Corinthians 1:22-25
Gospel ~ John 2:13-25
Total Allegiance

In previous weeks we have seen how the theme of
covenant—as a preparation for the baptismal covenant
celebrated at Easter—occupies an important place in our cycle
of Lenten readings.  The notion of covenant as a relationship
between two parties carries with it an expectation of mutual
accountability and fidelity to the terms of the covenant.  When
God forged the covenant with the Jewish people on Mt. Sinai,
it was a pledge of God’s protection, and it would forever permit
them familiar access as the Chosen People.  For their part, the
Jewish people were to observe the dictates of the law,
summarized most succinctly here in the form of the Ten
Commandments.  To be in a covenantal relationship with the
Lord God requires an exclusive relationship, just as discipleship
with Jesus—ritualized in Baptism—demands a total allegiance
to him and none other.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15b; Lk 4:24-30
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43; Mt. 18:21-35
Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9; Mt 5:17-19
Thursday: Jer 7:23-28; Lk 11:14-23
Friday: Hos 14:2-10; Mk 12:28-34
Saturday: Hos 6:1-6; Lk 18:9-14
Sunday: 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23; Eph 2:4-10; Jn 3:14-21

THANK YOU! – Your weekly contributions are of great
importance in helping us meet our financial obligations
during this difficult time.  Please continue your donations
to our Church, as your means allow.  To participate in
Online Giving, visit our Parish website.  
February 28 5:00 p.m. $1035

8:00 a.m. $430
10:30 a.m. $1098
1:30 p.m. $887

Online Giving $517
By Mail $1180
Total $5147 ($5946 2020)

A man may be wealthy but his possessions do not
guarantee him life. -Luke 12:15

PRAYER FOR THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, spouse of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, to you God entrusted His only Son; in you Mary placed
her trust; with you Christ became man.  Blessed Joseph, to us
too, show yourself a father and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, and defend us from
every evil.  Amen.

“For everything there is a season and
a time for every purpose under Heaven. . .”

a time to heal... for those in our Parish who are ill and
especially for Anthony LaMotta, Charles Alongi,
Angelina Virola, Ted Szczesny, Alice Benson, Josie
Gibbs

PRAY DAILY FOR OUR TROOPS
O Lord God of Hosts, stretch forth, we pray, Your almighty
arm to strengthen and protect our Troops.  Support them in
times of conflict, and in their rest and training keep them safe
from all evil.  Fill them with courage and loyalty; and grant
that in all things they may serve without reproach.  Through
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Remember in your prayers the members of our
Armed Services, especially: Taylor Setar, daughter of
Greg and Terry Setar; Thomas Rapp, grandson of Jeanette
Miller; Justin Lurker, grandson of Helen Lurker; Robert
Michnowiez, nephew of Helen Lurker; Justin Molarz,
grandson of Susan Molarz; Andrew Weaver, grandson of
Joanne Halkovich; Darren T. Dreboty, son-in-law of
Jacqueline Eak; James Molnar, grandson of Alice Benson;
Elizabeth Brito and Lisa Marie Brito, daughters of Ivette
Brito;  Raymond Torres, son of Deacon and Mrs. Ramon
Torres; Laura Roe, daughter of Louis and Maria Pena.

Due to the current pandemic, many of our parishioners
have been unable to receive the Eucharist sacramentally
for many months.  For those unable to attend Mass, we
are offering Drive-up Reception of the Sacrament of
Holy Communion, on Thursdays, from 4:00 p.m. to
5:00 p.m., in the parking lot of St. Joseph School, 865
Roosevelt Avenue, Carteret.

PRAY FOR THE DIGNITY OF ALL HUMAN LIFE
Father and Maker of All, You adorn all creation with splendor
and beauty, and fashion human lives in Your image and
likeness.  Awaken in every heart reverence for the work of
Your hands, and renew among Your people a readiness to
nurture and sustain Your precious gift of life.  Through Christ
our Lord.  Amen.

All human life--from the moment of conception
and through all subsequent stages–is sacred,
because human life is created in the image and

likeness of God.  Nothing surpasses the
greatness or dignity of a human person... If a

person's right to life is violated at the moment in which he is
first conceived in his mother's womb, an indirect blow is
struck also at the whole moral order. -St. John Paul II,
Washington, D.C., October 7, 1979



St. Joseph School
Second Marking Period Honor Roll

Principal’s Honor Roll
8 - Jasiel Amigon 8 - Sahib Singh
7 - Sidney Reiman 7 - Abdullah Siddique
7 - Amrit Singh 6 - Xavier Webb
6 - Edwin Wong 5 - Julianna Diaz-Londono
5 - Mahnoor Siddique

Teacher’s Honor Roll
8 - Ramesha Mehdi 8 - Vansh Soni-Silva
7 - James Ajoh 7 - Justin Hernandez-Juarez
7 - Christina Vega 6 - Myra Pantano
6 - Benjamin Zuber 5 - Ashlynn Lynch
5 - Iyanuoluwa Olubanjo 5 - Dante Rosales
5 - James Sabosik

Catholic School 2021-2022 Tuition Assistance
Families interested in applying for tuition assistance to attend
an eligible Diocese of Metuchen elementary or high school
may apply online now through FACTS Grant & Aid
Assessment at https://online.factsmgt.com/aid.  All Online
applications must be completed (including all required
documentation) by March 31.  Applications are available in
English and Spanish.  Families needing assistance completing
the online application or need access to a computer to apply
should contact their school.

PARISH CASH 50/50 - MARCH 19

DON’T MISS OUT ON YOUR CHANCE TO
WIN A LARGE $$ CASH $$ PRIZE!

1st st Prize - 20% of the Proceeds
2nd Prize - 15% of the Proceeds
3rd Prize - 10% of the Proceeds
4th Prize - 5% of the Proceeds

Each Family is invited to take a
book of 5 tickets at $20 each to buy
or sell in support of this important
fundraiser.  Tickets can be
purchased after the weekend Masses
or at the Parish Office.  Buy/sell

your book of Raffle tickets and place your returns in the
collection basket or the Parish Office mail slot.

St. Joseph School Calendar Raffle Winners, to date
Vicky Gonzalez #1175 Melissa Zuber #0354
Jamel Vera #0769 Kathy Distefano #1123
Nicholas/Hillary Scerbo #0785 Joe Bandoni #0806
Frances/Anthony Scerbo #0213 Miguel Perez #0498
Kayla McKnight #0047

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 2021
MONDAY ~ March 29
Daily Mass: 8:00 AM

TUESDAY ~ March 30
Daily Mass: 8:00 AM

11:00 AM - Chrism Mass for the Priests of the Diocese
at the Cathedral of St. Francis, Metuchen

WEDNESDAY ~ March 31
No Morning Mass

5:30 PM - 6:30 PM - Confessions
6:30 PM - Mass

Confessions - Immediately following the 6:30 PM Mass
HOLY THURSDAY ~ April 1

7:30 PM - Solemn Mass of the Lord’s Supper
GOOD FRIDAY ~ April 2

3:00 PM - Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
HOLY SATURDAY ~ April 3

12 Noon - Blessing of Food, Church Hall
8:00 PM - Solemn Easter Vigil Ceremonies and Mass

EASTER SUNDAY ~ April 4
Mass Schedule:

8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, and 1:30 PM Spanish Mass

2021 Bishop's Annual Appeal Is Underway
Transformed by Christ Body and Blood - Sent on
Mission to Light a Fire in the Heart of the Church
Through your support of the Bishop's Annual Appeal you

help those in our Diocese whose needs are the greatest.  The
many pastoral, educational and charitable ministries of the
Diocese of Metuchen would not be possible without a
generous contribution from every household.

The devastating global pandemic of 2020 caused the loss of
countless lives, widespread critical illness and has impacted
every family around the world in so many ways.  The
important work of Catholic Charities could not and did not
stop during this time.  Requests for basic services such as
food, shelter and clothing increased and the staff at Catholic
Charities truly lived out the Corporal Works of Mercy.  Rental
assistance and housing support continued.  The Catholic
Charities food pantry, one of the largest in Warren County,
provided curbside delivery and made home deliveries to
protect those most at risk of coronavirus.  Critical counseling
services were made available through tele-health and safe,
socially distant visits.

Twenty-four percent - $1.7 million dollars - of the funds
raised by the 2021 Bishop's Annual Appeal is earmarked for
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Metuchen.  Your generosity
and sacrifice helps to ensure that no one is left homeless,
hungry, or without emotional support in these extremely
difficult times.

For more information about the ministries supported by the
Bishop’s Annual Appeal, you can find the link to Bishop's
Annual Appeal Video at https://diometuchen.org/BAA



SATURDAY March 6
5:00 PM Noreen Kammerer

SUNDAY March 7
8:00 AM Lucy Rios

10:30 AM Joseph Orosz
1:30 PM Parishioners of St. Joseph Church

MONDAY March 8
8:00 AM Mr. and Mrs. Onofrio Alongi

TUESDAY March 9
8:00 AM Mr. and Mrs. Victor Servello

WEDNESDAY March 10
8:00 AM Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Tomchak

THURSDAY March 11
8:00 AM Lena Marinelli

11:30 AM Eucharistic Adoration
7:00 PM Those whose names have been placed

before the Shrine of St. Peregrine
FRIDAY March 12

8:00 AM James Failace
11:30 AM Stations of the Cross
6:30 PM Souls in purgatory
7:15 PM Spanish Stations of the Cross

SATURDAY March 13
8:30 AM The Innocent Unborn
5:00 PM Rita Scudiere

SUNDAY March 14
8:00 AM Parishioners of St. Joseph Parish

10:30 AM Rev. Wilfred Yeo
1:30 PM Angel Santos

PERPETUAL MASS GUILD
Enrolled during the month of February:

Victor Rossi, Sr. Alessio Hidalgo

PRAY AND FAST FOR VOCATIONS
God our Father, we thank You for calling men and women to
serve in Your Son’s Kingdom as priests, deacons, and
consecrated persons.  Send Your Holy Spirit to help others to
respond generously and courageously to Your call.  May our
community of faith support vocations of sacrificial love in our
youth and young adults.  Amen.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Thursdays, 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Church

Come join with us in prayer for ourselves, our family and
friends, our Parish, the needy, our Country, and the entire
world.  This is an opportunity for tremendous graces for
ourselves, as well as for those for whom we pray.

LENTEN PRAYER
Father of love, source of all blessings, help me to pass
from my old life of sin to the new life of grace.  Prepare
me for the glory of Your Kingdom.  I ask this through our
Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever.  Amen.

During LENT. . .
Mass will be celebrated in the Church  Monday through
Friday at 8:00 a.m.; Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m. in
Spanish; Friday evening at 6:30 p.m., and Saturday at
8:30 a.m.
Eucharistic Adoration - Thursdays from 11:30 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m., closing with Benediction.
Stations of the Cross - Fridays at 11:30 a.m. in English
and at 7:15 p.m. in Spanish.

LENTEN ENRICHMENT EVENING PRAYER 
Each Sunday of Lent, 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Sunday, March 7
Fr. William Smith will speak on forgiveness.

Sunday, March 14
Fr. Pafnouti Wassaf will speak on charity.

Sunday, March 21
Msgr. John Gordon will speak on fitting worship.

LENTEN OBLIGATIONS
1. The days of fast and abstinence are Ash Wednesday
and Good Friday.
2. All other Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence.
3. From the Evening Mass of the Lord's Supper on Holy
Thursday until the celebration of the Easter Vigil on the
evening of Holy Saturday, the Easter fast should be
observed so that, with uplifted and welcoming hearts, we
may be ready to celebrate the joys of the Resurrection. 
This ancient tradition, intimately connected with the Rites
of Holy Week and the Order of Christian Initiation of
Adults, is encouraged, especially in those places baptizing
catechumens at the Easter Vigil.

The obligation to fast applies only to Catholics between the
ages of 18 and 59.  To fast in the Catholic tradition means to
limit oneself to one full meal during the day so as to
experience hunger.  The obligation of abstinence affects all
Catholics who have reached the age of 14.  Abstinence in the
Catholic tradition means to abstain from meat.  The obligation
of fast and abstinence, as a whole, is a serious obligation. 
While failure to observe any penitential day in itself may not
be considered serious, the failure to observe any penitential
days at all, or a substantial number of them without good
cause, would be considered a grave matter.  Those unable to
abstain on any given Friday of Lent are asked to perform
some other penitential act, or to abstain on another day.
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