
St. Joseph Roman Catholic Parish 
OVER A CENTURY OF CATHOLIC PRESENCE 

Mission Statement 

“In sincere gratitude and with grace in our hearts, St. Joseph parish 
calls God our one Father. His life is shown to us through Jesus as 

His Son and our Savior. In the Spirit of that same divine life we            
remember, profess and practice as a family of believers so that the 

Gospel may be light and leaven to our world.” 

Rev. Msgr. John B. Gordon - Pastor  
Rev. Msgr. Pafnouti Wassef - Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Sean G. Winters - In Residence 
Deacon George Kimball - Permanent Deacon 

Deacon Ramon Torres - Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Vidal Gonzalez- Permanent Deacon 

Ms. Joanne McKnight - Principal  
Mrs. Marcelle Doherty - Director of Religious Education/Pastoral Assistant 



The Na vity of the Lord (Christmas) 
December 25, 2022  

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

5:00 PM (Saturday evening Vigil Mass) 
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM 
12:30 PM - Spanish Mass 

 

Monday to Friday: 8:00 AM; Saturday: 8:30 AM 
Thursday: 7:00 PM - Spanish Mass 

St. Peregrine Mass for the Sick  
Second Thursday of the month - 7:00 PM 

 

Recitation of Rosary before 8am Daily Mass 
 

CONFESSIONS 
Saturday: 11:00 AM 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Weekdays: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

 

MAILING ADDRESS 

Parish Office 
Parish Office Fax 
Religious Education 
School 
St. Vincent de Paul Society 

732-541-8946 
732-541-0500 
732-969-8767 
732-541-7111 
732-541-8946 x108 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Baptism (English): The second Saturday of the 
month at 1:00 PM. 
 

Baptism (Spanish): The first Sunday of the 
month at 1:30 p.m. 
Please arrange for the obligatory preparation 
session by calling the Parish Office. 
 

Pastoral Care of the Sick: The Holy Eucharist 
and the Anointing of the Sick are available to the 
sick and shut-ins upon request. 
 

First Penance, First Eucharist, Confirmation: 
Children are expected to receive a Catholic 
upbringing in their family life, to worship regularly 
at Sunday Mass, and to receive ongoing      
Religious Education in the years preceding the 
reception of these sacraments. 
 

Matrimony: To allow ample time for preparation, 
please contact the Parish Office at least one year 
before the intended wedding date. 
 

Holy Orders or Religious Life: If you are   
considering serving God as a Priest, Deacon or 
Religious, you may contact your Parish Priest or 
Deacon; or phone the Office of Vocations at 732-
562-2457 for additional information. 

      Parish 
7 Locust Street 
Carteret, NJ 07008 

           School 
865 Roosevelt Avenue 
Carteret, NJ 07008 

 
Dear Parish Family,  
A very Merry and Blessed Christmas 2022 to you all!  
Your generous response to and support of the parish during 
this Na vity is most appreciated.  
It is through the efforts of our ministers, choir and volunteers 
that our decora ons and prepara ons are so special and upli -
ing. It all makes for a most memorable day of prayer as we and 
our families welcome the season over these next two weeks as 
we sing carols, exchange gi s, visit family and friends and keep 
our tradi ons.  
If you would like to have a visit to your home for a New Year’s 
blessing over these coming weeks, please sign the list on the 
counter in the church foyer a er Sunday Masses.  
Our seminarian, Jerome Ocampo, wishes everyone a blessed 
Christmas de and very much appreciates all the well wishes. 
He is joining us for the holiday break from his seminary studies. 
Jerome will be at the New Year Masses and the weekend of the 
Epiphany prior to beginning his spring semester.  
If any young person is interested in becoming an altar server, 
seminarian Jerome would be happy to meet and prepare for 
you to serve at the altar. A signup sheet is found on the counter 
in the church foyer.  
Our parish school 100th Anniversary Commi ee will meet via 
ZOOM on Wednesday, December 28 at 6:30 p.m. We will be 
discuss the details of our Gala event which is scheduled for 
May 6. If anyone is interested in joining our mee ng please 
contact email pjuanla@aol.com and I will send the link to join.  
Our parish staff will be off the week between Christmas and 
New Year’s day (12/26/2022 to 1/1/2023. Please note that no 
one will be in the office during these days.  
Much joy to you all!  
Msgr. John  

PARISH SERVICES  
 
Parish Registration: New parishioners are   
welcome. Please call the parish office to register. 
Please inform us if you move. 
 

R.C.I.A.: Adults inquiring about the Catholic 
Church with a desire to become Catholic are 
invited to call the parish office for information 
about the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 
 

Parish Organizations: Adult Choir, Children’s 
Choir, Ministry to the Sick & Elderly, RCIA Team, 
Food Pantry, Hispanic Ministry, St. Vincent de 
Paul Society, Home School Association, Athletic 
Association, and Catechetical Instruction. 
 
Sponsorship: To act as a Godparent for      
Baptism or sponsor for Confirmation, the sponsor 
must be a baptized Catholic, Confirmed, received       
Communion, and live a morally good life; if    
married, done so within church law. Ordinarily the 
sponsor must be at least 14 years old.  
 

WEBSITE:  
sjps.net 
 

EMAIL:  
stjosephparishcarteret@sjps.net 

 

 
The light shines in the darkness, 
 and the darkness has not overcome it. 
             — John 1:5 

 

SUNDAY MASS 
Saturday - 5:00 PM, Vigil 

Sunday - 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM and a 
12:30 PM Spanish Mass 

 

DAILY MASS 
Monday through Friday - 8:00 AM 
Thursday - 7:00 PM, Spanish Mass 

Saturday - 8:30 AM 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  
 Thursdays, from 11:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m., 

 in the Church. 
 

CONFESSIONS  
Saturday mornings, from 11:00 a.m. until noon, in 

the Church. 



Saint Joseph Anniversary Planning Mee ng 
A Zoom mee ng will be held on Wednesday,            
December 28, 2022 at 6:30 pm to plan the Saint   
Joseph School 100th Anniversary Gala.  Please call 
the parish office at 732 541 8946 for the Zoom 
mee ng link. 

 

 
Home Blessings 

Please find in the Church foyer the sign-up to have the 
your Home Blessed over the Christmas Season. This is a 
special Tradition to strengthen the Faith of our family.   

 

Parish office will be closed for the Christmas 
Holiday 

Starting December 26th. 
 The office will reopen January 3rd at 9am.  

Our Saint Joseph Parish School is selling ckets for its 
Annual Calendar Raffle. Each cket costs $20.00 and 
you get up to 10 chances of winning $400.00 Don’t 
miss your chance to be a winner.  Each family has a 
chance to purchase  ckets a er Mass or contact the 
parish office at 732 541 8946. Thanks in advance for 
your support. All proceeds go to the fund Saint      
Joseph School Improvements. 



SAINT JOSEPH SCHOOL  
REGISTRATION 

 

Catholic Schools are known for their commitment to 
high academic standards. The curriculum aims to  
educate and develop all aspects of each  student. 
 

S  J  S  offers an exceptional         
values-based education. Visit www.sjps.net and take 
a Virtual Tour of our School to see all the exciting 
things we have to offer your student. For more       
information or to register, please call the School    
Office at 732-541-7111.  

Saint Joseph Pre-School  
3 & 4 Year Old Program  

Full and Half –Day sessions are available  
Where Faith, Learning, and Fun go  

hand in hand!  
For more informa on or to register, 

 Please call the School Office  
at 732-541-7111.  

Making the Good News Known   

The Office of Communica ons and Public Rela ons is 
commi ed to making the Good News known and telling 
the story of the Diocese of Metuchen, which includes   
telling the stories of our parishes, schools, ministries and 
the faithful. Do you have a posi ve, inspiring story to 
share about an individual within our local Church of 
Metuchen? Is your parish doing something that lights a 
fire in the heart of our part of the world? We want to hear 
from you! We invite you to share your news with us by 
emailing communica ons@diometuchen.org and, as    
always, news@catholicspirit.com.  

St Joseph School 
Personal Tours Are Available 
Please Call for an appointment 

(732) 541-7111 or visit us at  
saintjosephschoolcarteret.net 

 

Listen for God in Everyday Life 
Sundays at 2:30 PM  

Virtual Book Study for Couples.  
For more informa on and to obtain zoom link,  

please email: cdaverso@diometuchen.org  

December 26th 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL 2023-2024  
TUITION ASSISTANCE 

Online Applica on Process will Open on  January 1, 
2023. Families interested in applying for tui on    
assistance to a end an eligible Diocese of Metuchen 
elementary or high school may apply online now 
through FACTS Grant &amp; Aid Assessment at 
 h ps:/ /online.factsmgt.com/aid. 
Online applica ons must be completed (including all 
required documenta on) by no later than March 31, 
2023. Applica ons are available in English and    
Spanish.  Families that need assistance comple ng 
the online applica on or need access to a computer 
to apply should contact their school. 

December 28th 

Pray for Catholic Educa on 
Our students, teachers, administrators, and staff appreciate 
your gi s of prayer. We invite you to join us in prayer for    
Catholic educa on: 
 

O God, we ask You to help our schools do their work in Your name. 
Bound by charity to one another, may we be penetrated by an   
apostolic spirit, which reaches out to all the faculty, staff, and     
administrators in our schools, joined in this ministry of Catholic   
education. 
We ask You to help them give witness to Christ, the unique teacher, 
by their lives as well as by their teachings. 
May all the students and families of our schools follow Your exam-
ple and be generous, pure, respectful, and sincere and find You the    
prophet of truth and love, the companion and friend of all, present 
and active in their lives. 
Amen. 



Updates from the  
 

Our world is hur ng. We all need healing, yet many of us 
are separated from the very source of our strength. Jesus 
Christ invites us to return to the source and summit of 
our faith: his Real Presence in the Eucharist. The Na onal 
Eucharis c Revival is a movement to restore understand-
ing and devo on to this great mystery.  
Bishop Checchio delivers a homily from the Cathedral of 
St. Francis of Assisi for the Solemnity of Corpus Chris  
and the official launch of the Na onal Eucharis c Revival 
in the Diocese of Metuchen.  
To view a video and for more informa on visit us at:  

h ps://diometuchen.org/eucharis crevival 

Stress In Your Marriage? 
  Do you feel lost, alone or bored in your marriage? 
 Are you frustrated, hurt or angry with your spouse? 
 Have you thought about separa on or divorce? 
 Does talking about it only make it worse? 
RETROUVAILLE is a Lifeline to Help Couples Heal and 
Renew their Marriages sponsored by the Office of   
Family Life, Diocese of Metuchen, NJ. 
RETROUVAILLE consists of a weekend experience for 
married couples (no group discussions) with six          
follow-up sessions. The upcoming weekend is February 
3 – 5, 2023. All inquiries are confiden al. For further 
informa on, please contact Rich Colasuonno 732-236-
0671 or Anne e Colasuonno 732-672-0748 or email 
3024@helpourmarriage.org. 

Respect Life Sunday  
 

Please consider joining us for the Annual Diocesan      
Respect Life Mass on Sunday, January 22, 2023 at 12:00 
noon at the Cathedral of St. Francis of Assisi, Metuchen. 
Bishop James F. Checchio will be the celebrant. Youth 
who have been ac ve in pro-life volunteering will be     
recognized. There will be a light recep on immediately 
following the Mass. All are welcome to a end. For more 
informa on, contact amarshall@diometuchen.org or  

 

 
 

Central New Jersey 
www.aWeekendForYourMarriage.org 

Marriage Enrichment 
Looking for the perfect Christmas gi  for your spouse? 

Why not give yourselves a Marriage Encounter Weekend. 
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend gives you the 

me and tools to revitalize romance, deepen               
communica on, and nourish the spirituality in your      

marriage. 
The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend will 

be held February 24 - 26. 

Please apply ASAP as space is limited. 

Phone 1-732-904-9636 for applica on and informa on 
(Tom & Ruth DeFalco). 

Visit us at: www.wwme.org for more informa on. 

 

Tuesday, January 17, 2023, 7:00 PM 
Location: Cathedral of St. Francis of Assisi 

Lecture Series 

The Mystery of the Eucharist in the Life of the Church 

Let us explore together the USCCB document on the       
eucharist. As Chris ans, we know that we need Christ to be 
present in our lives. He is our very sustenance as he        
reminded us: unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink his blood, you do not have life within you (Jn 
6:53) The Lord accompanies us in many ways, but none as 
profound as when we encounter Him in the Eucharist.    
Presenter: Very Rev. Timothy Christy  



The Holy Family of  
Jesus Mary and Joseph 

Feast day 
December  15th 

OUR FASCINATING FAITH 
Christmas Time 
The feasts that make up Christmas Time all illuminate in 
their own way the fundamental mystery of the               
Incarna on that stands at the heart of this sacred season. 
Each celebra on sheds its own dis nct light on our       
convic on that, in the birth of Jesus, earth and heaven 
have been wedded together for the sake of our salva on. 
The feasts of the Holy Family, Mary the Mother of God, 
Epiphany, and the Bap sm of the Lord all have their own 
par cular histories. But they have been joined together in 
a single seasonal flow that invites us to trace the unfolding 
meanings of the Incarna on from myriad perspec ves. As 
we follow the successive meanings of Jesus’ birth, his    
par cipa on in family life, the meaning of Mary’s       
motherhood, the significance of the Magi’s visit, and the 
beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, we are invited to      
explore in deeper and deeper fashion the staggering truth 
that Jesus has shared completely in our human               
experience, has truly become one with us, fully human 
while remaining fully divine. 

CATHOLIC PRAYER CORNER  
Prayer at the Manger: With the Shepherds 
Your Good News was sung by angels  
to these lowly ones in the night.  
Look on us in our lowliness.  
Let us rejoice in the glad dings of Christ,  
now and forever. Amen. 



“For everything there is a season and a me for every 
purpose under Heaven…” 
 

a me to heal… for those in our Parish who are ill and   
especially for Alice Benson, Anthony LaMo a, Angelina 
Virola, Constance Sewing, Genevieve Elko, Helen Lurker, 
Josie Gibbs, Kirsten Kisselman, Mary Warren, Ray Sewing, 
Raymond Sewing, Rev. Msgr. Edward C. Puleo,  and  Robert 
Sulo. 

    SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
 

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION   

December 11, 2022 Parish $  5524.00 
December 18, 2022 Parish $  TBD 

 

The whole world has seen God’s salva on. 
                                                                                                          —Psalm 98  

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Mt 2:13-18 
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 
Friday:  Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 or 12-17                     
  Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18 
Sunday:   Nm 6:22-27; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 

INTENTIONS ~ December 25-December 31  
 

The St Joseph Sanctuary Candle burns in loving 
memory of Stanley J. Gilbert requested by his loving 
family. 
 

The Pieta Candle  burns in  loving memory of Maria 
and Giovanni Fisseelli requested by Josephine 
D’Martino. 
 

The St. Joseph Lamp burns in loving memory of  
Mike Gervino. 
 

The Altar Bread and Sacramental Wine have been    
donated in loving memory of Mike Gervino. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Thursdays in the Church Chapel 

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM 
Restoration, sanctification, transformation, 
reparation, and salvation are the graces  being 
poured out graciously upon us with each Holy 
Hour we make.  -Excerpt from  Letter To A    
Brother Priest 

Join us for Eucharistic Adoration.  Prayer and          
meditation  before our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament are 
great ways to spend some special time with Him. You can 
ask Him for graces for yourself or for loved ones,   reflect 
on His Word, or just keep Him company! 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

If you have requested a Mass to be celebrated for your     
intention and would like to present the gifts that will  become 
the Body and Blood of Christ at that Mass, please be sure to 
inform one of the ushers before Mass; otherwise, they will 
ask  someone from the congregation to present the gifts. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

SATURDAY December   24th 
Christmas Eve 

5:00 PM     Rosales-Copp family Thanksgiving Mass 
9:30 PM     Caroling 

10:00 PM     Christmas Eve Mass 
SUNDAY December   25th 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (CHRISTMAS DAY) 
8:00 AM +   Most Rev. Edward T. Hughes 

10:30 AM +   Kathleen Distefano 
12:30 PM      People of the Parish  

MONDAY December 26th 
Saint Stephen, The First Martyr 

8:00 AM +  Maria And Giovanni Fiseelli 
TUESDAY December  27th 

Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist 
8:00AM +    Eileen Starsiak   

WEDNESDAY December 28th 
The Holy Innocents 

8:00AM +  Walter Gasior 
THURSDAY December 29th 

Fifth Day with the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord 
8:00 AM +   Deceased members of the Hanley & Barney Families   

11:30 AM     Adoration 
6:00 PM     Holy Hour 
7:00 PM +  Leopoldo Orcada, +Mercedes  Piment 

FRIDAY December 30th 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

8:00 AM +  Mary and Fred Lakatos 
SATURDAY December  31st 

Seventh Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord 
8:30 AM +   Catherine Dougherty     
5:00 PM +  Mario Jose Urrutia 

SUNDAY January 1st 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD, 
THE OCTAVE DAY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
8:00 AM +    Mary and Vincent Calabria 

10:30 AM +   Joseph, Martin and Mathew Reveillac 
12:30 PM      People of the Parish  

**Recitation of Rosary before 8am Daily Mass** 
Parish Family, 
As we celebrate Christmas may we find the hope, faith, 
joy and peace that the birth of our Savior brings us.  
Have a safe and meaningful Christmas and may you 
receive many blessing for the upcoming year. 
Sincerely , 

Msgr. John B Gordon   
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A Commitment to Craftsmanship and Integrity
WINDOWS • DOORS • AWNINGS • SIDING • PORCH ENCLOSURES

Special Financing Available
SAME-AS-CASH. NO PAYMENT - NO INTEREST

For more details, visit our website at: www.valianthome.com
CALL 732.541.7966 FOR FREE ESTIMATES

Lic. #13VH00345100            578 Roosevelt Ave. • Carteret, NJ

SYNOWIECKI FUNERAL HOME, INC.

56 Carteret Ave. • Carteret • 732-541-5715

Lori Samuelson, Mgr. NJ Lic # 4102   Joseph Samuelson, Dir. NJ Lic # 4045

Michael A. Gilligan, CPA
Income Tax Prepared

Pension Distribution/Rollover
Financial Questions Answered

150 Rosewood Lane, Ft. Reading

732-541-9692

MIKE CISZAK
PLUMBING & HEATING
WATER HEATERS & BOILERS

“NO JOB TOO SMALL”
BONDED-INSURED LIC#10218

FREE ESTIMATE 732-541-0978

ROOFING & SIDING
1-888-827-2001

SHEVCHENKO MONUMENTS, LLC.

FACTORY-SHOWROOM
329 FLORIDA GROVE ROAD

732-442-1286
WWW.SHEVCO.COM

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN SELLING, BUYING OR INVESTING

CALL THE GASPARROS
 “THE SPOUSES THAT SELL HOUSES”

LouAnn:  917-838-7240 Joe: 732-841-5691117 Main Street

Woodbridge, NJ 07095

We have been dubbed 

Get this

weekly bulletin

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Grow in your faith, find a Mass,

and connect with your

Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit  https://www.oneparish.com

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month

• No Long-Term Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.
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