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Mass 
Intentions For 

the Week  
December 5 ~      
December 13   

 

Saturday, December 5 

     4:00 PM †Patricia Warczak 

Sunday, Dec 6 Second Sunday of Advent 

     8:30 AM †Larry & Anna Meehan 

   10:30 AM †Emil George 

 †Rose Twork 
 

Monday, December 7   

     9:00 AM †The People of St. Bernard’s 

Tuesday, December 8  Immaculate Conception 

     9:00 AM      †Clara Marzec 

Wednesday, December 9 

     9:00 AM †Debra Vallone 

Friday, December 11 

     9:00 AM †William J. Newton 
 

Saturday, December 12 

     4:00 PM †John Serevino 

 †Helen Merkelis 

Sunday, Dec 13 Third Sunday of Advent 

     8:30 AM †Linda Deets 

   10:30 AM †Miss Mary Jo O’Connor 

 †Helen Merkelis 

Pray For Our Sick Relatives and 
Friends 
† † † † 

"Life is precious, handle with prayer." 
 

Deacon Chris McCaffrey, Sharon Payne, Arlene 

Newton, Mary Murphy, Rick Baud, Ceil Enright, 

Val Lang, Jim Paruszkiewicz,  Jack Flemming, 

Susan Corso, Guinevere Boyer, Dorothy Fallest, 

Mary Lou Clarizio, Monica Battle, Karl Martin, 

Rich Sienkiewicz, Jim Weglewski, Sandy Mikrut, 

Dan Kardar, Susan Strzyz, Diane Allabastro, 

Mary Lou McDonald, Richard Panush, Patricia 

Reilly, Nancy Lucas, Danny & Frank Sapyta, 

Marlys Ptak, Ed Glorioso, Michael Reid, Arlene 

Stengl, Mandy Semenik, Judy Riley, Lois King, 

Jody Fuchy, Maryann & Hank Owen, Iolene 

Holland, Larry Smith, Winifred Kasper, Louise 

Karkula, Karen Horting, Megan Guinea, Dorothy 

Johnson, Evelyn Lopezalles,  Ray & Barb Nino, 

Jeremiah & Teresa McMahon, and Rich 

Waliczek, Jr. 
† † † † 

Homer Hopes 
 

      This past Thanksgiving was so different for 

most of us. And that holiday has ushered in 

this year’s Christmas holidays which un-

doubtedly will be similarly different. A major 

aspect of normal holiday celebrations is the gathering of 

families and friends for meals, for parties, for gift-sharing 

and for prayer. But this year such gatherings have been 

greatly diminished due to the pandemic and we miss 

these experiences and all the people normally involved.   

     Yet, we might find a certain grace in what we miss. We 

tend to take for granted the many gifts and opportunities 

we have… until they are gone. That experience of missing 

someone or something is an ache within us that can lead 

us to be more grateful for the normal richness of our life.   

     While it IS the season of Advent, we are really being 

asked by our circumstances to take on the Lenten spirit of 

fasting this season. We seem to be called to fast from a lot 

of the normal and jolly activities of the season. And true 

spiritual fasting has the purpose of elevating our minds 

and hearts to recognize and cultivate a greater good.  

     From time to time I need to go on a diet to shed some 

extra weight. And I discovered a secret that helps me. 

When I do this rather self-centered kind of fast, my stom-

ach frequently growls. I could identify these growls as hun-

ger pains which could foster a level of self-pity and regret 

over the sweets I miss. Instead, I learned to identify these 

physical rumblings and aches as simply what losing a 

pound or two feels like. So, my thinking actually alters my 

way of interpreting an experience and becomes a hope-

ful experience of affirmation. 

     As we fast from many of the usual wonderful experi-

ences of the holidays, it may help if we keep telling our-

selves that the mask-wearing, the frequent sanitizing, the 

social distancing are actually helping to keep our family 

members and friends healthy. Eliminating the unsafe big-

ger gatherings, the parties, the group caroling, the in-

person gift-sharing and visiting of the sick and confined… 

These hold a grace. As difficult and unnatural as such fast-

ing experiences may seem on one level, we can see 

these measures as actually saving people we love from 

illness and even death. 

     The challenging circumstances of this year’s holiday 

season offers us the opportunity to see gift in a whole new 

way. Sometimes, the greatest gift can be doing less, or 

saying less while praying more.  

              

                                             Fr. Joe McCormick, OSA 

Immaculate Conception 
 

     There will be one Mass for the Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception at 9:00am on Tuesday, December 8.  It will be 

livestreamed on the website (stbernardhg.org) and Face-

book.   

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

stbernardhg.org
stbernardhg.org
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Readings for the Week of Dec 6, 2020

Sunday Second Sunday of Advent

Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85: 9-10, 11-12, 13-14;

2 Pt 3:8-14; Mk 1:1-8

Monday Memorial of Saint Ambrose, Bishop and 

Doctor of the Church

Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14;

Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1,2-3ab, 3cd-4; 

Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-38

Wednesday Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin

Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10;

Mt 11:28-30

Thursday Our Lady of Loreto

Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab;

Mt 11:11-15

Friday Saint Damasus I, Pope

Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Mt 11:16-19

Saturday Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe

Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a, Rv 12:1-6a, 10ab;

Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47

Sunday Third Sunday of Advent

Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54;

1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

Pray For Our Deceased Relatives 
and Friends

† † † †

"For those who have died, life has changed, not 

ended."

For the deceased, that they may rest in the 

peace of Christ.

Robert Schmidt   (husband of Connie)

2020 Retirement Fund for Religious
Make a difference. “Every dollar makes a difference in 

covering our expenses,” says a Trappist abbot. Hundreds 

of US religious communities struggle to provide for aging 

members because most senior Catholic sisters, brothers, 

and religious order priests served for little pay. Your gift to 

the Retirement Fund for Religious helps these communi-

ties bridge the gap, offering support for medications, 

nursing care, and other necessities.  

Please give generously.  Fr. Joe and Fr. John Merkelis, 

all benefit from this collection.  The Midwest Augustinian 

order received $100,000 from this collection last year.   

Envelopes marked “Share the Care” were in the enve-

lope packets mailed and are located on the table by 

the door in church.

Christmas Confessions

The current safety protocols with social dis-

tancing do not really support our usual Advent 

communal Reconciliation Service. So, this year, St. 

Bernard’s will simply continue holding its weekly 

Individual Confessions on Saturdays between 3:00 

pm and 3:45 pm prior to the 4:00 pm Vigil Mass.  

AS we near Christmas, that time might be extend-

ed as needed. 

A new socially distant and private Reconcilia-

tion space has been prepared in the portable 

classroom behind the altar. Participants have the 

option of kneeling or sitting behind the screen for 

anonymity or they can sit face-to-face with the 

priest. Participants can wait their turn in church 

with prayer and an examination of conscience 

until the sconce light on the front wall turns from 

red to green.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Liturgical Ministers for the Weekend of December 5
th

and December 6
th 

(names subject to change)

Date
Saturday, December  12   

4:00pm
Sunday, December 13

8:30am
Sunday, December 13

10:30am

Presider Fr. Joe McCormick, OSA Fr. Joe McCormick, OSA Fr. John Merkelis, OSA

Proclaimers Maggie Milek Kurt Mikuta Mary Jo O’Connor

Eucharistic

Ministers

Theresa Gasienica
Need A Volunteer

Pat Bass
Dean Bass

Ruth Kolpacki
Rose George

HELP US REMEMBER IN PRAYER AND 
TRIBUTE OUR HEALTH CARE WORKERS 

AND FIRST RESPONDERS

Share with us names of parishioners and parish-

ioner relatives who serve in the various roles of 

Health Care Workers: in hospitals, clinics, nursing 

homes, home health care, retirement centers, phys-

ical therapy & rehab services, mental health ser-

vices, addiction counseling services. Share with us 

also names of those who serve as First Responders: 

as police, county sheriffs, firefighters, paramedics, 

social workers. 

At this very challenging time for persons in these 

crucial roles, we invite our parish community to re-

member them in prayer and salute them for their 

courage and generosity in serving us all. We plan to 

include them in our observances of this holy season 

we are entering. 

So, please share with us any and all such names 

on the special Sign Up sheets available in the foyer. 

You may also email these names to stber-

nardhg.org and note for each if they are in Health 

Care or among First Responders. Or text the names 

to 708-789-3609. 

Parish Finances

Fiscal Year July 1, 2020—June 30, 2021

Budgeted Weekly Amount…...……...........$8,937.50

Collection for November 22.......................$3,673.00

Online Giving for week of Nov 16....…..….$2,933.00

Total for November 22...……….……..…… $6,606.00

Collection for November 29.......................$3,865.00

Online Giving for week of Nov 23...…...….$2,898.00

Total for November 29...……….……....….. $6,763.00

Thanksgiving……………………..……………..$ 583.18

Budgeted Weekly YTD..………...…..…...$205,562.50

Total Actual Year to Date…...…..……...$197,631.58

We Give Thanks to the Lord  for your Generosity!

Christmas Flowers & 

Decorations
You are invited to contribute to the 

church’s Christmas flowers, greenery, and 

decorations through a memorial gift. Please use the 

specially designated envelope in your church 

envelope packet for December. Extra envelopes for 

the Christmas Flowers may be found at the church 

entrance. For each deceased person (or couple) you 

would like remembered, we suggest an offering of $5 

or more. The names may be printed on the front of 

the Christmas Flower envelope. Just drop the 

envelope into the collection basket anytime during 

Advent. Our church decorating coordinator will order 

the plants and flowers according to this year’s 

Christmas design plan. The names of all those 

memorialized will be listed in the bulletin the weekend 

after Christmas.  

Due to our early bulletin deadline, if you would like 

your loved one’s name printed in the bulletin, the en-

velope will need to be turned in by December 16.

Bambinelli Sunday 
at St. Bernard’s 

For the past several decades, each year 

on Gaudete Sunday, the Third Sunday of 

Advent, children and adults bring their Baby Jesus fig-

ures from the crib at their homes to St. Peter’s Square 

where the Pope will bless both the people and the figu-

rines during the Angelus. “Bambinelli” is Italian for “little 

babies.”

This year St. Bernard’s will celebrate “Bambinelli Sun-

day” at all the Masses on December 12 & 13. All are 

invited to bring the Baby Jesus figure from their Nativity 

sets at home to Mass to be blessed at the final blessing. 

A suggestion is, following the blessing, take your 

“Baby Jesus” home and place it in a gift box, wrap it, 

and save it for Christmas. Let this be the first gift your 

family opens on Christmas. Then together you place 

your Baby Jesus figure in the crib.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Sharing Tree 2020 
St. Bernard’s will again participate in the beautiful tradition of our “Sharing Tree”. While Covid-19 re-

strictions will require us to make some necessary changes, the spirit of giving will not be diminished.     

This year you will have two ways to participate. The first option is to contribute through the parish online do-

nation program.  You can simply go to the parish website (stbernardhg.org) and click the “Online Giving” 

box.  This will take you to our Online Giving platform.  Scroll to the bottom of the page and under “Other Par-

ish Offerings” there is “Sharing Tree 2020”.  The second option is to purchase a gift card from the list below or 

make a monetary donation and place them in the decorated Christmas box in the church foyer or drop in 

the DROP BOX at the parish offices on Parker Rd.  The collection will take place November 28th/November 

29th, December 5th/6th, December 12th/13th.  

This year we will be helping:

St. Benedict’s Catholic Parish in the Englewood neighborhood in Chicago

Guardian Angel Community Services which assists victims of domestic violence

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Joliet whose Daybreak Center helps homeless individuals and 

families

Local families who are identified as in-need through our local school districts 33-C and 92.  

We are very blessed to have such a caring, generous, and giving parish that has allowed us to continue 

this tradition for 30 years.
Gift Card List

Grocery Stores (Jewel  Aldi) Big Box Stores (Kohl’s, Target, Walmart, Meijer, etc.)

Fast food restaurants (for an occasional treat!)

Amazon Pharmacies Gas Stations Dollar Stores           

Support St. Bernard’s While You Shop Online With AmazonSmile!

Probably more than ever this year, many of us will be doing a lot more of our Christmas shopping online, and es-

pecially through Amazon.com

An easy way to help support the parish financially will be to choose St. Bernard’s as the organization to give to 

through Amazon Smile.  AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support your favorite charitable organization eve-

ry time you shop, at no cost to you. 

1) For the first time, click on the Amazon Smile link on either the desktop 

or mobile version of the parish website (stbernardhg.org) and login to 

your Amazon account as usual, if not already logged in. The image 

of what the link looks on our web page is to the right.

2) If you have already chosen another charity in the past to support, it 

will ask you if you want to change to St. Bernard’s.  Choose yes or no.  

If you never supported another charity through AmazonSmile before, 

it will confirm you want to support St. Bernard’s.

3) Shop as usual!  AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchas-

es to the parish.

4) Each time you go to shop in the future, make sure you go to smile.amazon.com - or bookmark it, (do not just 

go to amazon.com) and make sure St. Bernard’s is chosen as your charity in the upper left hand corner.

(Note:  If you need to find the parish in the future, you can search St Bernards Orland Park under the list of 

charities or go back and click the link on the parish web page.)

If you have any questions about how to do this, you may contact Jenny Meehan, the business manager, at the 

office.  Thank you for your support!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Sunday and Holy Day Masses celebrated at

St. Bernard’s Church Campus, 13030 W. 143rd St.  (Just west of Bell Rd.)

Saturday Evening Mass ...........................................................................................4:00 PM

Sunday Mass ........................................................................................ 8:30 and10:30  AM.

Holy Day Mass ..........................................................................As announced in bulletin.

Weekday Mass ...................................9:00 AM Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday

St. Bernard Parish Directory
PARISH OFFICE

14135 Parker Road

Homer Glen, IL 60491-9692

Tele: (708) 301-3020         Fax: (708) 301-0738

Email: st.bernardsrectory@comcast.net

https://stbernardhg.org

Office Hours

Monday through Friday 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM

Religious Education Office

14135 Parker Road

Homer Glen, IL 60491-9692

Email: st.bernardsrep@comcast.net

Pastor ....................................... Fr. Joe McCormick, OSA

jmccosa@gmail.com

Pastor Emeritus………………….……….Fr. Martin Gabel

Deacon............................................Deacon Kevin Ryan

deaconkib@comcast.net

Coordinator of Religious Ed .............Mrs. Margie Wilson

st.bernardsrep@comcast.net

Director of Music Ministry....................... Mrs. Julie Kane

music.saintbernard@gmail.com

Business Manager…………………...Ms. Jenny Meehan

st.bernardsbusmgr@comcast.net

Parish Secretary.............................. Mrs. Mary Ponschke

st.bernardsrectory@comcast.net

Web Master………………………….Mr. Connor Jennings

webmaster@stbernardhg.org

St. Bernard’s appreciates the assistance of the 

following priests: 

Fr. John Merkelis, OSA; Fr. Martin Hebda

Religious Education Classes
Contact Office

Baptisms
Parents are expected to be registered in the 
parish, and are required to register for and 
attend a Baptism Preparation Program 
before scheduling the Baptism. 

Confessions
Every Saturday at 3:00pm and at any time 
upon request.

Marriage
Marriages should be arranged at least 6 
months in advance. CHURCH 
ARRANGEMENTS ARE TO BE MADE FIRST.

Funerals
Arrangements for a funeral are made with 
the Rectory through the Funeral Director.

Sick Calls
Call the Rectory at any time. If there is 
anyone at home who cannot get to Mass or 
the Sacraments because of illness or 
advanced age, please let Father know. 

Hospital Calls
If you or one of your Catholic neighbors is 
entering the hospital, please let us know. 
Time and distance permitting we will do our 
best to visit you.

Parish Boundaries
North: 135th Street; East: Will-Cook Road; 
South: 151st Street; West: King Road and its 
extension.

New Parishioners
All new families are welcome and should be 
registered in the parish. This may be done by 
visiting or calling the Rectory.

Search “St. Bernard Parish Homer Glen” 

and give us a like to keep yourself up to date 

with parish events, announcements, reminders, 

and more!

To Advertise, Contact:
Dennis Dykstra  ~  616.916-9683

ddykstra@diocesan.com

View this en� re bulle� n online at
www.DiscoverMass.com

Therese Pearce
Managing Broker

Co-Owner
708-539-5661 Cell

7120 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, Il. 60463

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Bulletin Advertising

If you or someone you know is interested in 

advertising in this bulletin, contact the 

parish office or our sales team at

800.783.1623 or visit us online at 

www.diocesan.com

Benefitting you & your community with 
Value, Exposure and Credibilty.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2020 DIOCESAN



1563

Illinois
CatholicMatch.com/goIL

DIOCESAN PUBLICATIONS  IS PROUD TO BE PRINTING THE BULLETIN OF:

ST. B ERNARD CATHOLIC CHURCH

If you have any questions 
regarding your current ad or new 

advertising possiblities please contact: 
Dennis Dykstra at (616) 916-9683 or 

ddykstra@diocesan.com            

Now with www.DiscoverMass.com you can view your bulletin online or
Sign-Up to receive this bulletin in your email each week at www.DiscoverMass.com

ORLAND PARK 708-403-9099 Delivery • Carry Out
14459 South LaGrange Rd. Orland Park, IL 60462

Family Owned & Operated  Funeral Directors

12641 W. 143RD STREET 
HOMER GLEN, IL 60491

708.301.3595
rjmodellfh.com RICHARD J. MODELSKI  JAMES J. MODELSKI

{                 }

{            }

630.257.0200
CrystalGrandBanquets.com

All Occasions
Funeral Luncheons

Catering

LemontCrystalGrandBanquets
rystalemont

DEMMIS 
PLUMBING
& Sewer

24-hr. Service
* Bathroom Remodeling

708-420-0806

Quality Work
Reasonable Prices

demmisplumbing@
yahoo.com

Lic#102246

Elwood Law OfficeTaking care of your legal concerns
Real Estate Law, Wills and Trusts

901 S Hamilton
Lockport, IL 60441

www.elwoodlaw.net

• Estate Planning
• Probate
• Real Estate
• Trusts • Wills

Donald M. Petkus, Director
Since 1929 • Cicero • Lemont • Summit

petkusfuneralhomes.com

PETKUS - LEMONT FUNERAL HOME

(630) 257-6667     (800) 994-7600
12401 Archer Ave. (Route 171) at Derby Road The Garetto Family, Parishioners

JOHN’S PAINTING 
& REMODELING

• Baths • Kitchens
• Basements • Drywall 

and Plaster Repair 
• Hardwood Floors 
 Refinish or Install 

• Handyman Service 
• Licensed & Insured 

Interior/Exterior Painting 

Parishioner Discount
Free Estimates

John Lonosky
708-268-5666

For over 60 years, 
Lemont Paving Co. 

has built a 
reputation for quality by 

bringing 
professionalism, 

personal service and 
integrity to each job. 

Tracy Murphy
tmurphy@lemontpaving.com

11550 Archer Ave.
Lemont, IL 60439
630-257-6701  

www.lemontpaving.com

 Board-Certified Surgeons
 Conservative Treatment
 Smaller Incision

 Quick Recovery Time
 High Patient Satisfaction
 Minimally Invasive Procedures

Call (877) 694-7722 for your no-cost MRI review
We’ll notify you within 48 hours if you’re qualified.

Our Minimally Invasive Procedures are
a Safer and Effective Alternative to
Traditional Open Back Procedures

Illinois Spine
& Scoliosis Center
Personalized, Comprehensive 
Spine Care for ALL Ages

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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