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Mass Intentions For the Week  
March 19 ~ March 27  

 

Saturday, March 19 

     4:00 PM †Sam & Rose Russotto 

Sunday, March 20  Third Sunday of Lent 

     8:30 AM †Anton Kucic 

 †Arlene Newton 

   10:30 AM †Juan Quijano 

 †Patricia Krusenoski 
 

Monday, March 21   

     9:00 AM †Michael P. Lyman 

 †Jerry Osborne 

Tuesday, March 22 

     9:00 AM      The People of St. Bernard’s 

Wednesday, March 23   

     9:00 AM †Theresa Ann Hennigan 

Thursday, March 24 

     9:00 AM †Dorothy Grizzle 

Friday, March 25 

     9:00 AM †Frieda Nadolski 

Saturday, March 26 

     4:00 PM †Rich Sienkiewicz 

 †Virginia Pastorek 

Sunday, March 27  Fourth Sunday of Lent 

     8:30 AM †Kathleen Varnagis 

 †Edgardo Tabora 

   10:30 AM †Robert David McKee 

 †Patricia Krusenoski 

Pray For Our Deceased Relatives 
and Friends 

 

† † † † 
 

"For those who have died, life has changed, not 

ended." 

For the deceased, that they may rest in the 

peace of Christ. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                  
 

Patrick Connolly 

(husband of Mindy) 
 

† † † † 

Homer Hopes 
 

     For our Lenten journey this year, our parish 

Worship Committee has adopted the theme:  

                      COME BACK TO ME.  

Of course, these are the words of Jesus to us 

as individuals and as a community of faith.  

Our Minister of Music, Julie Kane, and our Worship Com-

mittee chairperson, Corinne Cirillo, collaborated in writing 

a beautiful hymn customized with this theme. The hymn is 

being used as a Post-Communion hymn at our Masses 

throughout Lent. In addition, the Worship Committee de-

veloped a litany with this same theme that we are using 

at the beginning of our Lenten Masses. 

     The words of Jesus, COME BACK TO ME, form a peren-

nial invitation for Lent. For the spirit of the season always 

invites and challenges us to renew our relationship with 

Christ through the traditional acts of prayer, fasting and 

almsgiving (aka charitable giving). We are encouraged 

to reflect on and examine our lives to identify those ways 

we have lessened our discipleship. We can do this either 

by falling into sinful acts or habits or by neglecting to do 

what we know is good and right. We name those as sins 

of commission or omission. Conversion is not a once-and-

for-all act but a life-long aspect of our discipleship. By ac-

knowledging our human weakness and sin, we welcome 

the grace of being drawn closer to Christ. 

     But the Lenten theme, COME BACK TO ME, has a par-

ticular relevance to our situation today as we struggle to 

emerge from and manage the pandemic. COME BACK 

TO ME can be understood to mean COME BACK TO 

CHURCH.  

     Certainly, we Catholics are to develop a personal rela-

tionship with Christ. But our tradition also stresses that 

none of us can believe alone… at least not with any 

depth and authenticity. We need the community of faith 

to support us, challenge us and guide us in cultivating our 

relationship with Christ. We need the teachings and tradi-

tions of the Church and its leaders. But we also need the 

people of the community. We need the sharing of life’s 

experiences, the sharing of personal and family news, the 

smiles, the hugs and even the fraternal corrections. So, 

we cannot live on television Mass alone in our den. It’s 

good for us to be HERE… back in church with our friends, 

neighbors and fellow parishioners. 

     Now that we have entered a new phase of very low 

Covid presence that aligns with Lent, this is the perfect 

time for all our parish members who have been staying 

away to return to active participation at Mass in the 

church. Masks are still welcome, though optional. And for 

those who need it, there is a section of seats near the 

tabernacle that fosters social distancing and mask wear-

ing. This Lent, Jesus says COME BACK TO ME. 
          

                                                  Fr. Joe McCormick, OSA   

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Readings for the  
Week of  

March 20, 2022 
 

 
 

Sunday Third Sunday of Lent 

 Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8, 11;  

 1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12; Lk 13:1-9 
 
 

Monday 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4;  

  Lk 4:24-30  

Tuesday Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 & 7bc, 8-9; 

  Mt 18:21-35  

Wednesday Memorial of St Toribio de Mogrovejo,  

  Bishop 

 Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20;  

 Mt 5:17-19 

Thursday Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Lk 11:14-23 

Friday  Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord 

 Is 7:10-14; 8:10; Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11; 

 Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38 
 
 

Saturday Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab;  

 Lk 18:9-14  

Sunday Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 Jos 5:9a, 10-12; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5,6-7;  

 2 Cor 5:17-21; Lk 15:1-3,11-32 

Don’t Miss the Parish-Wide  

Planning Study 

 

      The parish-wide planning study is now under-

way at St. Bernard. All parish members should 

have received by now a letter inviting them to 

participate in a personal interview or a written 

survey about the project being proposed by 

the parish leadership.  The purpose of this parish

-wide consultation is to gauge support for the 

proposed project whose major aspects are: 

• Adding offices and a multi-purpose space 

for meetings and social gatherings at our 

church campus facilities. 

• Moving the parish offices from the Parker 

Road house to our church campus and sell-

ing the house. 

     Sincere thanks to all our participants. Your 

thoughts are extremely valuable to us during 

this planning process. I encourage everyone 

who has not participated to please do so. Your 

input will help us make informed decisions re-

garding how we proceed to address these pro-

jects. 

     We hope to receive completed surveys by 

March 29. The survey was included in the re-

cent mailing from me. The same survey is also 

available on the table near the posters of the 

proposed project in the church foyer. You may 

return your completed survey by mail, in the 

regular collection at Mass, in the survey drop-

box near the posters in the foyer, or in the drop-

box near the garage of the parish office.   

   Thanks so much! 

   Fr. Joe McCormick, OSA 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS  

CONCERT 
Please join the St. Bernard Music Ministry and 

Lector Ministry for a moving presentation of the 

Stations of the Cross in both word and song! 

FRIDAY,  APRIL 8, 2022  7:00pm 
The concert is free!  

A free will offering will be collected! 

Come Back To Me  
 

Refrain: 

 

Come back to Me, come back to Me. 

Take My hand! 

Arise from bended knee. 

My arms are open to gather thee. 

Come back to Me, come back to Me. 

 

Verse 1: 

 

I was lost.  I was hungry, and my thirst was great in-

deed. 

As I wandered, still in hiding, a quiet voice was guid-

ing me. 

 

Verse 2: 

 

I was spent and fell to my knees. 

My heavy cross was too great for me. 

I held my head and cried in shame; 

Then a voice cried out my name. 

 

Verse 3: 

 

I’ve come back, Lord, I’ve come back! 

I took your hand from bended knee. 

With arms wide open I ran to Thee! 

“Welcome back!” God said to me….. 

“Welcome back!” God said to me….. 

 
Words by Corinne Cirillo, Music by Julie Kane, copyright 2022 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Finances 
  

Fiscal Year July 1, 2021—June 30, 2022 
  
  

 Budgeted Weekly Amount…...……...........$9,960.00 
 

Collection for March 13….............................$7,394.23 

Online Giving for week of Mar 7......…….....$3,045.21 

Total for March 13…....…………………........$10,439.44 
 

Budgeted Weekly YTD..……...….….……$368,520.00 

Total Actual Year to Date…......……......$410,139.02 
 

We Give Thanks to the Lord for Your Generosity!  

Liturgical Ministers for the Weekend of March 26
th

 and 27
th

 

(names subject to change) 

Date 
Saturday, March 26 

4:00pm 
Sunday, March 27 

8:30am 
Sunday, March 27 

10:30am 

Presider Fr. John Merkelis, OSA  Fr. Joe McCormick, OSA Fr. Joe McCormick, OSA 

Proclaimers 
Brother David Relstab 

Deb Hoekstra 
Linda Conrath 

Kurt Mikuta 
Becky Straub 

Mary Jo O’Connor 

Eucharistic 

Ministers 

Jeanie Pecor 
Eileen Roe 

Marilyn Panush 
Pam Santucci 

Mark Halbauer 
Jim Weglewski 

Need A Volunteer 

The Church in Central &  

Eastern Europe 
     This is the time of year that a special collection 

supports the Church in Central and Eastern Europe. 

Communism in this region fell more than 25 years 

ago, but the Church still struggles to rebuild after 

decades of oppressive rule. Under communism, 

religion and religious practices were openly perse-

cuted, and atheism was actively propagated and 

enforced. Your support of this collection helps re-

new vital aspects of Church life: it supports semi-

nary programs, promotes ministries and education 

for children and families, rebuilds churches, and 

renews community life around the region. Please 

be generous, and prayerfully consider how you 

can support this collection today. More information 

can be found at www.usccb.org/ccee.  

     There is an envelope in your packet and extra 

envelopes available by the church doors to be 

used for this collection.   

Men's Club 
 

     The St. Bernard's Men's Club will be selling 

"squares" for the college basketball Final Four and 

Championship Games after all masses the week-

ends of 3/12-13 and 3/19-20.  Your purchased 

square will be good for all three basketball games 

that take place Final Four weekend April 2 -4, 

2022.  You will have 6 chances to WIN for your pur-

chased square since we are paying out Halftime 

and Final Scores of each game!  Stop by our table 

in the foyer to ask questions, get all the details and 

Get In The Game!  All proceeds support the ongo-

ing charitable efforts of the Men's Club within the 

parish.  Thank you for your continued support. 

Easter Flowers 
  

     You are invited to contribute to 

the church’s Easter flowers 

through a memorial gift. Please 

use the specially designated envelope in your church 

envelope packet for April. Extra envelopes for the East-

er Flowers may be found at the church entrances. For 

each deceased person (or couple) you would like re-

membered, we suggest an offering of $5 or more. The 

names may be printed on the back of the Easter Flow-

er envelope. Just drop the envelope into the collection 

basket anytime during Lent. Our church decorating 

coordinator will order the plants and flowers according 

to this year’s Easter design plan. The names of all those 

memorialized will be listed in the bulletin the weekend 

after Easter. 

HOLY THURSDAY FOOT-WASHING 
PARTICIPANTS NEEDED 

 

     We are seeking twelve volunteers—adults, teens 

and/or children—to have their feet washed by Fr. Joe 

in the special Holy Thursday Mass on April 14 at 7:00 

pm. If you can participate in this, please sign up on 

the Sign Up Sheet at the Holy Family table in the foyer. 

Then, we will get specific instructions to you about this 

simple ceremony.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://www.usccb.org/ccee
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Pray For Our Sick Relatives and Friends 
† † † † 

"Life is precious, handle with prayer." 
 

Deacon Chris McCaffrey, Connor Jennings, Rosemary 

George, Antonio Garcia, Carol Novick, Olga Guerra, 

Ellen Scanlon, Kathy Birch, Joe Gawel, Lucas Bindert, 

Joan Sebben, Jackie Trock, Artie Coon, Jean Lang, 

Noreen Lionhood, Pamela Magyar, Tristan Magyar, 

Frank Shubert,  Layla Summers, Josephine Trisoliere,  
Mary King, Lisa Rudolph, Dorothy McCarthy, Rick Brock, 

Andy Scrip, Rick Baud, Grace Gonsch, Guinevere Boyer, 

Monica Battle, Karl Martin, Dan Kardar, Sandy Mikrut, 

Richard Panush, Mary Lou McDonald, Patricia Reilly, 

Kathy Rauter, Nancy Lucas, Danny Sapyta, Kevin 

Maltese, Marlys Ptak, Charles Giblin, Ed Glorioso, Jody 

Fuchy, Maryann & Hank Owen, Louise Karkula, Karen 

Horting, Greg Last, Don Drzal, Evelyn Lopezalles, Ray & 

Barb Nino, Gina Petek, Teresa McMahon, Debbie Doyle, 

Edward Mucha, and  Rich Waliczek 

A Reminder Regarding Covid  

Protocols in the Parish  
 

     There is no longer a need to make a reserva-

tion to attend daily or weekend Masses.   

     With the state of Illinois lifting the mask man-

date for indoor public spaces on Monday, Febru-

ary 28, the Diocese of Joliet has revised its proto-

cols and lifted some restrictions for parish church-

es, offices and gathering areas.  Masks are rec-

ommended in church and foyer, but not re-

quired. 

     The church’s special seating area with social  

distancing near the tabernacle is still available for 

those with continuing concerns.  Those sitting in 

this special area really should wear masks out of 

respect for the others in this designated space. 

LENT RECONCILIATION SERVICE 

Wednesday, March 30, 7:00 pm 
  

     St. Bernard’s parish will host a Lenten Reconciliation 

Service on Wednesday, March 30 at 7:00 pm. The hour-

long service will include prayer, music, Scripture, a brief 

homily, examination of conscience and approaching 

the priest for the absolution prayer.  All are encouraged 

to prepare for Easter in this meaningful, spiritual way. This 

communal form of the Sacrament of Penance can be 

especially helpful for those who have been away from 

the sacrament for some time.  

Family Stations of the Cross 
  

     Stations are places where people wait while they are 

going from one place to another.  But stations are also 

where people can take time to think about Jesus and 

walk with Him as He went to die on the cross for us.   

     If you are looking for something you can do this Lent 

as a family, please join us at St. Bernard’s Church on Fri-

day, April 1st at 7pm, for a family-friendly reflection on 

the Stations of the Cross.   The stations will be led by the 

O’Connor Family grandchildren, but all ages are wel-

come.     

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



St. Bernard Parish Directory
PARISH OFFICE

14135 Parker Road

Homer Glen, IL 60491-9692

Tele: (708) 301-3020         Fax: (708) 301-0738

Email: st.bernardsrectory@comcast.net

https://stbernardhg.org

Office Hours

Monday through Friday 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM

Religious Education Office

14135 Parker Road

Homer Glen, IL 60491-9692

Email: st.bernardsrep@comcast.net

Pastor ....................................... Fr. Joe McCormick, OSA

jmccosa@gmail.com

Weekend Assistant……...……….Fr. John Merkelis, OSA

Deacon............................................Deacon Kevin Ryan

deaconkib@comcast.net

Coordinator of Religious Ed .............Mrs. Margie Wilson

st.bernardsrep@comcast.net

Director of Music Ministry....................... Mrs. Julie Kane

music.saintbernard@gmail.com

Business Manager…………………...Ms. Jenny Meehan

businessmanager@stbernardhg.org

Parish Secretary.............................. Mrs. Mary Ponschke

st.bernardsrectory@comcast.net

Sunday and Holy Day Masses celebrated at

St. Bernard’s Church Campus, 13030 W. 143rd St.  (Just west of Bell Rd.)

Saturday Evening Mass ...........................................................................................4:00 PM

Sunday Mass ......................................................................................... 8:30 and 10:30 AM

Holy Day Mass ...........................................................................As announced in bulletin

Weekday Mass ...................................9:00 AM Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday

Communion Service……………...………………………………………..9:00 AM Thursday

Search “St. Bernard Parish Homer Glen” 

and give us a like to keep yourself up to date 

with parish events, announcements, reminders, 

and more!

Religious Education Classes
Contact Office

Baptisms
Parents are expected to be registered in the 
parish, and are required to register for and 
attend a Baptism Preparation Program 
before scheduling the Baptism. 

Confessions
Every Saturday at 3:00pm and at any time 
upon request.

Marriage
Marriages should be arranged at least 6 
months in advance. CHURCH 
ARRANGEMENTS ARE TO BE MADE FIRST.

Funerals
Arrangements for a funeral are made with 
the Rectory through the Funeral Director.

Sick Calls
Call the Rectory at any time. If there is 
anyone at home who cannot get to Mass or 
the Sacraments because of illness or 
advanced age, please let Father know. 

Hospital Calls
If you or one of your Catholic neighbors is 
entering the hospital, please let us know. 
Time and distance permitting we will do our 
best to visit you.

Parish Boundaries
North: 135th Street; East: Will-Cook Road; 
South: 151st Street; West: King Road and its 
extension.

New Parishioners
All new families are welcome and should be 
registered in the parish. This may be done by 
visiting or calling the Rectory.

inspiration

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Bulletin Advertising

If you or someone you know is interested in 

advertising in this bulletin, contact the 

parish office or our sales team at

800.783.1623 or visit us online at 

www.diocesan.com

Benefitting you & your community with 
Value, Exposure and Credibilty.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Illinois
CatholicMatch.com/goIL

Family Owned & Operated  Funeral Directors

12641 W. 143RD STREET 
HOMER GLEN, IL 60491

708.301.3595
rjmodellfh.com RICHARD J. MODELSKI  JAMES J. MODELSKI

{                 }

{            }

630.257.0200
CrystalGrandBanquets.com

All Occasions
Funeral Luncheons

Catering

LemontCrystalGrandBanquets
rystalemont

DEMMIS 
PLUMBING
& Sewer

24-hr. Service
* Bathroom Remodeling

708-420-0806

Quality Work
Reasonable Prices

demmisplumbing@
yahoo.com

Lic#102246

Elwood Law OfficeTaking care of your legal concerns
Real Estate Law, Wills and Trusts

901 S Hamilton
Lockport, IL 60441

www.elwoodlaw.net

• Estate Planning
• Probate
• Real Estate
• Trusts • Wills

The Garetto Family, Parishioners

For over 60 years, 
Lemont Paving Co. 

has built a 
reputation for quality by 

bringing 
professionalism, 

personal service and 
integrity to each job. 

Tracy Murphy
tmurphy@lemontpaving.com

11550 Archer Ave.
Lemont, IL 60439
630-257-6701  

www.lemontpaving.com
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