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Mass Intentions For the Week  
April 16 ~ April 24 

 

Saturday, April 16  Holy Saturday 

     8:00 PM †Josephine Bianco 

 †John Serevino 

Sunday, April 17  Easter Sunday 

     8:00 AM †Lesa Ann George 

 †Helen Merkelis 

   10:00 AM †Jodi Musselman 

 †Lillian Paluch 

    12:00 PM †Kathleen Varnagis 

 †Jane Drabik 
 

Monday, April 18   

     9:00 AM NO DAILY MASS  

Tuesday, April 19 

     9:00 AM      †Michael P. Lyman 

 Connor Jennings (L) 

Wednesday, April 20  

     9:00 AM The People of St. Bernard’s 

Thursday, April 21   

     9:00 AM Communion Service 

Friday, April 22   

     9:00 AM †Debra Vallone 

 †Gail Abbott 

Saturday, April 23   

     4:00 PM †Chester & Virginia Bugielski 

Sunday, April 24   

     8:30 AM †Alice Flaherty 

 †George Ferrell 

   10:30 AM †Mary Barraco 

 †Tony Ljubicich 

Pray For Our Deceased Relatives 
and Friends 

 

† † † † 
 

"For those who have died, life has changed, not 

ended." 

For the deceased, that they may rest in the 

peace of Christ. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
                                                                     

 

Carol Novick (wife of George) 

Homer Hopes 
 

     Several months ago, the parish leadership 

began planning for an addition to our church 

facilities to accommodate our parish offices 

and additional multi-purpose space for activ-

ities and events for all ages. In recent weeks, 

we called upon the Steier Group to conduct a planning 

study that presented the proposal to parishioners and 

sought their ideas for such a project. We received a won-

derful response - valuable feedback as we look to the 

future of our parish. The flyer offered with this bulletin has 

more details of the plan and the study.  

     After gathering and analyzing data from the study, 

representatives from the Steier Group reported their find-

ings to our parish leadership on April 5. That included the 

Pastoral Staff, the Finance Council and the Facilities Task 

Force. The feedback from parishioners did not surprise us. 

We are in desperate need of more multi-purpose space 

and a unified church campus with our offices on site. The 

added multi-purpose space will be used for activities for 

parishioners, especially our youth. The planning study 

found that our parish is prepared to do something about 

this. In fact, the study found there is significant support for 

a major fundraising effort:  

•77% of respondents personally favor a capital cam- 

  paign  

•83% of respondents indicated they would make a 

  gift to the campaign  

•17 respondents indicated they will serve as a mem- 

  ber of the campaign team  

•Another 45 indicated they wish to serve in additional 

  volunteer roles    

     Based on the information provided by the study, the 

Steier Group recommended that our parish move for-

ward with a capital campaign. Our parish leadership fully 

agreed and voted to proceed with the effort. There are 

posters of the proposed addition in the foyer area. You 

will hear much more about this important project in the 

coming weeks and months.   

     We thank those who participated in this critical plan-

ning study for St. Bernard Parish. Their input has been ex-

tremely beneficial and will help to ensure the success of 

our upcoming campaign. With the Lord guiding us and 

our parish, we trust our efforts will be abundantly 

blessed.   

                              Fr. Joe McCormick, OSA 

      Pastor   
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Readings for the  
Week of  

April 17, 2022 
 

 
 

Sunday Easter Sunday The Resurrection of the Lord 

 Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; 

 Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8a; Jn 20:1-9 
 
 

Monday Acts 2: 14, 22-33; Ps 16: 1-2a and 5, 7-8,  

  9-10, 11; Mt 28: 8-15  
Tuesday Acts 2: 36-41; Ps 33: 4-5, 18-19, 20 & 22;  

  Jn 20: 11-18  

Wednesday Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9;  

 Lk 24:13-35  

Thursday Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8:2ab & 5, 6-7, 8-9; 

 Lk 24:35-48  

Friday Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2 & 4,22-24,25-27a;  

 Ps 118:24; Jn 21:1-14  

Saturday Acts 4:13-21; Ps 118:1 & 14-15ab, 16-18,  

 19-21; Mk 16:9-15 

Sunday Second Sunday of Easter 

 Acts 5:12-16; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24;  

 Rev 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19; Jn 20:19-31 

Pray For Our Sick Relatives and Friends 
† † † † 

"Life is precious, handle with prayer." 
 

Deacon Chris McCaffrey, Connor Jennings, Rosemary 

George, Antonio Garcia, Della LoPresti, Olga Guerra, 

Ellen Scanlon, Kathy Birch, Bob Bak, Joe Gawel, Lucas 

Bindert, Jackie Trock, Artie Coon, Jean Lang, Noreen 

Lionhood, Andy Scrip, Pamela Magyar, Frank Shubert,  

Layla Summers, Josephine Trisoliere,  Mary King, Lisa 

Rudolph, Dorothy McCarthy, Rick Brock, Rick Baud, 

Grace Gonsch, Guinevere Boyer, Monica Battle, Karl 

Martin, Dan Kardar, Sandy Mikrut, Richard Panush, Mary 

Lou McDonald, Patricia Reilly, Kathy Rauter, Nancy 

Lucas, Danny Sapyta, Kevin Maltese, Marlys Ptak, Charles 

Giblin, Ed Glorioso, Jody Fuchy, Maryann & Hank Owen, 

Louise Karkula, Karen Horting, Greg Last, Don Drzal, 

Evelyn Lopezalles, Ray & Barb Nino, Gina Petek, Teresa 

McMahon, Debbie Doyle, Edward Mucha,  

and  Rich Waliczek 

OBLIGATION TO ATTEND MASS  

REINSTATED 

     On March 27, 2022 Bishop Hicks reinstated the 

obligation to attend Mass in person on weekends. 

If you did not read his letter, you can find it on our 

website here:  https://stbernardhg.org/

dispensation-lifted-for-sunday-mass-attendance 

     St. Bernard’s parish leadership affirms the bish-

op’s decision. In harmony with this change, St. 

Bernard’s was discontinued streaming its week-

end Mass and posting it on Facebook and the 

parish website. There is still televised/online Masses 

on Sundays from the Archdiocese of Chicago 

and other sources for shut-ins and those who are 

immunocompromised and, so, advised to be 

cautious about crowds.   

     Though masks are no longer required in 

church, St. Bernard’s will continue to welcome 

those who feel the need to wear a mask. Hand 

sanitizers will still be readily available and encour-

aged for use. At every Mass, the parish will also 

maintain a special section of seating near the 

tabernacle clearly marked as A1 that provides for 

social distancing and REQUIRES masks for those 

sincerely needing these precautions. Actually, 

seating has been added throughout the church 

to allow for some distancing between and 

among worshippers.   

     St. Bernard’s Mass attendance has increased 

recently to about 60% of its pre-pandemic levels. 

We hope the decision of Bishop Hicks will renew 

the practice of regular Mass attendance for 

many more. We pray that any additional possible 

surge of Covid or its variants will be more man-

ageable in the future thanks to the vaccines, 

treatments and effective mitigation efforts now 

available. 

    There will be no Daily Mass on Easter Monday, 

April 18. 

     The Parish Offices will also be closed on Easter 

Monday, April 18.  They will open on Tuesday, April 

19 at 8:30am. 

Do you have a Wi-Fi capable  

hearing aid?   
 

     As promised, with our new sound system, you are able 

to connect via Wifi in order to hear the Mass better.  Go 

into the settings of your cell phone and choose the net-

work “Saint Bernard ALS.”  The password to connect is 

SaintBernardALS. 

https://bible.usccb.org/
https://stbernardhg.org/dispensation-lifted-for-sunday-mass-attendance
https://stbernardhg.org/dispensation-lifted-for-sunday-mass-attendance
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Project Rachel Ministry 
   If you or someone you know if suffering af-

ter an abortion, confidential help is available 

by calling 888-456-HOPE. Visit https://

hopeafterabortion.com to learn more. 

Communion To The Sick At Home  

“Is there anyone sick among you? Let him call for the elders of 

the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in 

the name of the Lord.” (James 5:14) 
 

    St. Bernard’s Parish is blessed to have over two dozen volun-

teers trained to bring Communion to the Sick at home. This is 

the “Hands of Care” ministry started many years ago.  The 

Hands of Care volunteers have been trained to show compas-

sion to the sick as well as proper reverence to the Blessed Sac-

rament and how it is to be shared outside of Mass. All of our re-

activated Hands of Care Ministers are fully vaccinated.   

    Anyone wishing to have Communion brought to an infirm 

family member needs to first contact the parish office. Deacon 

Kevin will then arrange a visit.  Please call the parish offices at 

708-301-3020 to schedule a visit. 

Liturgical Ministers for the Weekend of April 23
rd

 and 24
th

 

(names subject to change) 

Date 
Saturday, April 23 

4:00pm 
Sunday, April 24 

8:30am 
Sunday, April 24 

10:30am 

Presider Fr. John Merkelis, OSA Fr. John Merkelis, OSA Fr. John Merkelis, OSA 

Proclaimers 
Bill Karkula 

Pete Blackburn 
Teri Gruca 

Linda Conrath 
Mary Jo O’Connor 

Becky Straub 

Eucharistic 

Ministers 

Therese Gasienica 
Eileen Roe 

Need A Volunteer 

Jim Paruszkiewicz 
Lori Paruszkiewicz 
Need A Volunteer 

Ruth Kolpacki 
Jim Weglewski 

Need A Volunteer 

Easter Prayer 
 

Lord, as we gather together as family and 

friends; we invite you once again into our 

lives. May the hope of your resurrection 

color our days. 

May the promise of your spirit working in 

us light up our lives. May the love you re-

vealed to us shape our giving. May the 

truth in your word guide our journeys and 

may the joy of your kingdom fill our 

homes. 

As we gather together underneath the 

banner of your life, we thank you for all 

the wonderful food that we can now en-

joy and celebrate your glorious resurrec-

tion. 

Thank you Lord. Amen. 

— Unknown 

Religious Education Registration 

  

     Registration for St. Bernard’s Religious Education Program for 

the new school year 2022-2023 is now under way.  New Families 

and Families of FIRST GRADERS who do not have other siblings 

already in our program, may come to The Religious Education 

Office to register.  Our office is open from 9:00AM to 3:30PM 

Monday through Friday.  The office is not open on weekends or 

evenings.  Please bring with you a copy of the baptismal certifi-

cate for each child who is NEW to the program (eg. your up-

coming First Graders), $25.00 nonrefundable registration fee, 

and transfer papers if they are coming from another religious 

education program or Catholic School.  In order to avoid a 

higher tuition rate, register before June 1st.  

https://hopeafterabortion.com
https://hopeafterabortion.com
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Joyful Again! 
Widowed Ministry Program 

Are you, or someone you know, widowed?     

  

     If you have been recently widowed and are still 

struggling with the loss, or if you have been widowed 

for some time and need something to get you  “over 

the hump” because you seem  stuck in one spot, this 

program is designed to help you move on  with life 

while still treasuring your past and its precious memo-

ries. 

     This unique  retreat/workshop will be held at 

  St. Julie’s Parish, Tinley Park, Illinois.  The Joyful 

 Again! program is for both men and women (all ag-

es) who have been widowed and are still trying to 

find hope and new joy in life. - All are welcome. 
 

What:  Retreat/workshop for Widowed Men &  

 Women 

When:  June 25 & 26, 2022  (2-day program) 

Where:  St. Julie’s Parish, Tinley Park, Illinois 

   
             For further information , call:  708-354-7211. 

e-mail us at joyfulagain7211@gmail.com  

website: www.joyfulagain.org  

Parish Finances 
  

Fiscal Year July 1, 2021—June 30, 2022 
  
  

 Budgeted Weekly Amount…...……..............$9,960.00 
 

Collection for April 10….................................$9,045.00 

Online Giving for week of Apr 03.....…….....$4,457.06 

Total for April 10…..………………………......$13,502.06 
 

Budgeted Weekly YTD..……...….…….……$408,360.00 

Total Actual Year to Date…......………......$462,598.32 
 

We Give Thanks to the Lord for Your Generosity!  

Happy Hours 
     Our next meeting will be 

Wednesday, April 20.  We will 

gather at 11:30am in the church 

foyer.  LUNCH WILL BE SERVED.  

Entrees from Chesdan’s is on the menu.  Please bring 

$3.00 for the meal and a side dish or dessert, if you 

wish.   

     Contact Deacon Kevin if you have any questions: 

deaconkib@comcast.net 

CRS Ricebowl Returns 
 

     We ask you to please re-

turn your Rice Bowls.  Please 

place them in a ziplock bag 

to insure nothing slips out in 

transit. You may place them 

in the basket in the foyer. 

     Thank you for your contri-

butions!!  

 April 17, 2022   

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of 
the Lord  

Acts 10:34a, 37-43.  Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23.  Co-

lossians 3:1-4.  OR 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8.  Sequence – 

Christians, to the Paschal Victim.  John 20:1-9.  OR 

Luke 24:13-35.   

Believing in Risen Life.  After his death and burial, the 

apostles saw the risen Jesus.  They talked with him.  

They touched him.  They ate with him.  These things 

are not done with the dead.  They knew he was 

alive.  We believe this still today because we experi-

ence his presence in many ways.   

 How do I see the risen Lord’s activity still happen-

ing today?   

 How can I foster belief in the risen Lord by what I 

say and do?   

 How does this belief change my life, my attitudes, 

my priorities?   

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 Over the centuries, the Church has demon-

strated a wonderful ability to adopt a culture’s favor-

ite symbols and customs and assign them new 

meaning. Easter eggs have a very ancient pedigree: 

nature’s perfect package, emblem of new life, dyed 

and decorated and given as gifts in ancient Egypt, 

Rome, China, and Persia. Just as the long hard win-

ter is over, the egg bursts with promise of life and 

nourishment. Long ago, Christians came to see the 

egg not as a symbol of spring’s rebirth, but of ours, 

and as a sign of Christ’s tomb. A Polish legend says 

that Mary, in compassion for the soldiers at the cross, 

gave them eggs, but that her tears stained their 

shells with brilliant color. Legends have their origin in 

tales told around a hearth, but they often contain a 

profound truth. The idea of Mary, the first Christian, 

engaged in a merciful act of forgiveness and ten-

derness even in the shadow of the cross, describes 

the age‑old wish that Christ “Easter in us.” 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

mailto:joyfulagain7211@gmail.com
http://www.joyfulagain.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pSBhFzG4ePon8roZWuWbcjpU-BQhAQnPs4KPGlRSqHqyaNkh3qXPiTBTU_bcsTIWaddNTWsybS2ZsBIWIJ5MeJoJf7BZw6144rdh63pIIh2XHTN6rhlHFkQaC8K3H272kGkXeORfqF8zlVwa3qgXbw==&c=AzlHq4NhvdbdBSv91O7EQTyTKjxzv5dd1Rfkp8pNymUwEtWuURET1g==&ch=QlUcQNJf
mailto:deaconkib@comcast.net


St. Bernard Parish Directory 
PARISH OFFICE 

14135 Parker Road 

Homer Glen, IL 60491-9692 

Tele: (708) 301-3020         Fax: (708) 301-0738 

Email: st.bernardsrectory@comcast.net 

https://stbernardhg.org 
 

Office Hours 

Monday through Friday 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM 
 

Religious Education Office 

14135 Parker Road 

Homer Glen, IL 60491-9692 

Email: st.bernardsrep@comcast.net 
 

Pastor ....................................... Fr. Joe McCormick, OSA 

jmccosa@gmail.com 
 

Weekend Assistant……...……….Fr. John Merkelis, OSA 
 

Deacon ............................................ Deacon Kevin Ryan 

deaconkib@comcast.net 

 
 

Coordinator of Religious Ed ............. Mrs. Margie Wilson 

st.bernardsrep@comcast.net 
 

Director of Music Ministry ....................... Mrs. Julie Kane 

music.saintbernard@gmail.com 
 

Business Manager…………………...Ms. Jenny Meehan 

businessmanager@stbernardhg.org 
 

Parish Secretary .............................. Mrs. Mary Ponschke 

st.bernardsrectory@comcast.net 

 
 

 

Sunday and Holy Day Masses celebrated at 

St. Bernard’s Church Campus, 13030 W. 143rd St.  (Just west of Bell Rd.) 

 

Saturday Evening Mass ........................................................................................... 4:00 PM 

Sunday Mass ......................................................................................... 8:30 and 10:30 AM 

Holy Day Mass ........................................................................... As announced in bulletin 

Weekday Mass ................................... 9:00 AM Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

Communion Service……………...………………………………………..9:00 AM Thursday 

   Search “St. Bernard Parish Homer Glen”  

and give us a like to keep yourself up to date 

with parish events, announcements, reminders, 

and more! 

Religious Education Classes 
Contact Office 

 

Baptisms 
Parents are expected to be registered in the 
parish, and are required to register for and 
attend a Baptism Preparation Program 
before scheduling the Baptism.  

 
Confessions 

Every Saturday at 3:00pm and at any time 
upon request. 
 

Marriage 
Marriages should be arranged at least 6 
months in advance. CHURCH 
ARRANGEMENTS ARE TO BE MADE FIRST. 
 

Funerals 
Arrangements for a funeral are made with 
the Rectory through the Funeral Director. 
 

Sick Calls 
Call the Rectory at any time. If there is 
anyone at home who cannot get to Mass or 
the Sacraments because of illness or 
advanced age, please let Father know.  
 

Hospital Calls 
If you or one of your Catholic neighbors is 
entering the hospital, please let us know. 
Time and distance permitting we will do our 
best to visit you. 
 

Parish Boundaries 
North: 135th Street; East: Will-Cook Road; 
South: 151st Street; West: King Road and its 
extension. 
 

New Parishioners 
All new families are welcome and should be 
registered in the parish. This may be done by 
visiting or calling the Rectory. 

https://stbernardhg.weconnect.com/
http://www.stbernardhg.weconnect.com

