
This is an exciting time for our parish as we prepare for our  
Building to Grow, Growing to Serve capital campaign. Our efforts 
to reach this point have taken many paths, but the way forward is 

now present before us.

Over the past several weeks, parish leadership has revised the proposed 
campaign projects based on feedback from our recent planning study and 
in conjunction with our architect and fundraising projection. To that end,  
I encourage you to read this document detailing our goals and campaign. 

In the coming weeks, we will continue to share information about how 
your participation – through your investment of time, talent, and treasure 
– will help us fulfill our goal. While we are on this journey, please keep     
St. Bernard in your prayers.

Father Joe

Building to Grow
Growing to Serve
A Campaign for St. Bernard Parish

“By wisdom, a house is built and by understanding it 
is established; by knowledge the rooms are filled with 

rare and beautiful treasures.” (Proverbs 24:3-4)

OUR 
GOALS

OUR PROJECTS
Build a multi-purpose addition
Adding a structure aimed at serving a variety of roles will give us 
space we desperately need. This addition will:
• Include a large multi-purpose space that can be divided into two or 

three separate rooms, to be used for added activities, especially with 
our youth.

• Create barrier-free parish staff 
offices and a reception area at our 
parish center.

• Add much-needed additional 
church storage space.

• Provide an ample conference room 
for committee meetings and projects.

Relocate the parish offices
Moving our offices will allow for a unified campus and increase 
focus on the church. This move will: 
• Eliminate costs associated with maintaining two separate facilities.
• Improve parishioners’ access to our staff and services.

Update and modify current space
• Create a divider between the worship space and social space of   

the foyer.
• Create a more soundproof “family space” where a parent can 

take a restless child temporarily while still viewing Mass.
• Update the kitchen and restrooms.
• Bring city water and sewage into campus as 

required by city codes.

The planning study indicated that with hard work and 
strong commitment from our parishioners, we can reach our 
goal of $1.8 million. Here is what we plan to accomplish:



Why do we have a lengthy construction timeline?
A longer timeline helps us in a few ways. First, it allows time for 
donors to fulfill pledges. Second, it offers the opportunity for more 
considerate thought to the finer details of the new addition. Finally, 
this timeframe allows for the water and sewer project to occur during 
summer – while most of our parish programming is in recess and prior 
to the new addition construction starting the following spring.

How much are we trying to raise with this effort?
Our goal is to raise $1.8 million.

It is my understanding that the total project cost is $2.5 million. 
How will we account for the other $700,000?
Additional funding will come from three other sources: the sale of the 
old rectory building on Parker Rd.; proceeds from our annual raffle 
ticket sales; and our cash reserves. If we exceed our campaign goal, we 
will take less from our reserve fund. 

Who will we ask to support the campaign?
Our main campaign support will come from parishioners and 
community members of Homer Glen and surrounding areas. We also 
will seek consideration from area businesses and foundations.

When will the parish ask me for a campaign pledge?
Following our campaign kickoff on the weekend of June 11-12, 
you will receive an appeal packet in the mail with a confidential 
gift request letter from Father Joe. The mailing will include a case 
statement detailing our campaign goals and projects. We ask that you 
please review the information and prayerfully discern how you will 
support the campaign.

Is my pledge to the campaign legally binding? Will it be confidential?
A pledge is not legally binding. It is a commitment made in good faith 
between you and the parish. If a situation arises that affects your ability 
to make a payment, we ask that you inform the parish business office. 

The business office will keep gifts and pledges confidential, with only 
the people responsible for maintaining campaign records having 
access to the details of your commitment.

Are campaign gifts tax-deductible?
As a qualified 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, gifts made to 
St. Bernard’s capital campaign are tax-deductible.

How can I give a gift to the campaign?
There are many ways to contribute, including:
• Gifts made by cash, check, or credit card  • Gifts of securities
• IRA distributions and/or RMDs • Donor-advised funds
• Corporate matching gifts • Estate gifts  

Selecting the ideal method is a personal decision based on your 
financial situation and goals. As tax laws frequently change, donors 
should consult with a qualified financial advisor to determine the giving 
method that is best for him/her. Anyone giving stock should alert the 
parish office of this coming donation since confidentiality issues may 
restrict a brokerage firm from revealing the identity of the donor.

How does leadership intend to keep parishioners updated 
on the campaign?
We will provide ongoing updates in the bulletin, at the 
pulpit, through social media and on our website, 
as well as including campaign information on 
boards in the church foyer.

What is a capital campaign?
A capital campaign is a parish-wide major effort designed to raise 
funding for a project that weekly offertory cannot support. Donors 
fulfill commitments by making a gift either immediately paid in full 
or over a pledge period – in this case, three years. Throughout the 
campaign, parish leadership and campaign volunteers will work to 
educate and inform parishioners on the campaign and its progress, 
while also encouraging support.

Why are pledges encouraged over outright one-time gifts?
Pledges allow donors to consider giving more than is possible through 
one-time gifts. This is important in a campaign of this magnitude.

Is there some guide that will help me decide the size of my own 
personal pledge?
Each family will receive a gift request amount based on their giving 
history and the dollar range they shared (if applicable) in the planning 
study. For some, the request will be too high, some too low and some 
correct. The intent of the request is not to embarrass or guilt anyone 
into giving at a defined level. It is to encourage the family to think of 
St. Bernard as never before and to define a prayerful and sacrificial 
donation. Please know that you will decide the gift size that best fits 
your budget, and the parish will gratefully accept your donation. 

How long will this campaign last?
The campaign’s active phase will occur over an 18-week period from 
April 25 to August 26, with pledges fulfilled over a three-year period.

What are our campaign goals? 
Our goal is to expand our campus through an addition and to move 
the parish office from the rectory to the church building. The addition 
will include several parish offices and a larger multi-purpose space 
with dividers adjoining our foyer that will allow us to host larger social
functions and adult/youth religious education classes. We will also 
enjoy additional storage space. Additionally, modifications will be 
made to our current spaces, to separate the worship area from the 
foyer and make improvements to our kitchen and restrooms.

Why is it important to add an addition to the church campus? 
It will ensure we can consolidate our activities, materials, and staff in 
one central location. This will improve efficiency in our day-to-day 
work and within our ministries and programming. 

How will parishioners benefit from this addition?
This project will unite our two campuses to create one that meets our 
needs in a single location. It will establish a traffic flow that encourages 
community and interaction. Staff availability for parishioners and 
visitors will improve and lead to increased foot traffic and worship 
throughout the week. It will create more space for additional activities, 
especially for our youth. Kitchen and restroom updates will increase/
improve our hospitality and meetings. Separating the foyer and worship 
area will allow multiple events to occur at the same time. Finally, with 
equipment and supplies in one location, as opposed to multiple areas, 
we will do a better job serving our parishioners and our community.

Why do we need to bring city water and sewage into the parish campus?
The village code requires this for any addition to our facilities since 
the code also requires new public facilities to have fire sprinklers for 
safety purposes.

What is the construction timeline?
The water and sewer lines will be connected in the summer of 2023, 
and we will break ground on the multi-purpose addition and start the 
interior modifications late in the spring of 2024.


