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June 3, 2022 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I am contacting you on behalf of St. Francis Catholic School. St. Francis Parish Church has roots within the Sherwood 
area dating back to 1921. Since that date, a vibrant parish community emerged. It was not until 2001-2002 that the 
thought of a parish school was germinated.  In that year, the pastor met with a group of parishioners, as well as 
financial supporters, who met and created a Master Plan for the creation of a school. The proposed plan was 
enthusiastically supported by Archbishop John Vlazny as St. Francis Catholic School would be the first new school 
opening in forty years. St. Francis Catholic School opened its doors to students in September of 2004 and has since 
then strived to provide spiritual, moral, and academic excellence under the patronage of St. Francis of Assisi. The St. 
Francis Catholic School Gala and Auction supports our school’s mission to ensure that no student is denied that 
educational opportunity, regardless of financial ability.  
 
On Saturday, October 15, 2022, we will be celebrating our 20th Annual Gala and Auction, “A Night of Jazz,” to 
benefit our school. At this year’s gala, we are honoring a very special guest, Gretchen Brown. Mrs. Brown was 
dedicated to Catholic education and to the parish of St. Francis Catholic Church since the 70s and to the school 
since its opening in 2004.  She influenced our school especially by promoting service to others, dedication to 
Catholic education, and demonstrating compassion to families, students, teachers, and administration. The auction 
is St. Francis Catholic School’s largest fundraising event. Last year’s event was a success, raising over $105,000. The 
revenue raised was utilized to remodel the music room, for technology upgrades and to fund the endowment for 
tuition assistance. This year, we have established a goal of raising $150,000. Now more than ever, your support is 
essential in helping us reach this goal. 
 
We hope you will join us in supporting our cause through the donation of an auction item, gift certificate or service. 
Please see the attached Item Donation form. 
 
We also hope you would kindly consider the purchase of an event sponsorship. Several levels of 
sponsorship/advertising are available for this event. In return for your sponsorship, we would like to offer you the 
following promotional consideration (additional benefits are outlined in the enclosed sponsorship form): 
 

 Recognition on St. Francis Catholic School website and social media outlets 
 Recognition on a sponsorship banner displayed in St. Francis Catholic School Gym 
 Recognition in the auction catalog and bidding platform 

 
If you are interested in participating, please complete the enclosed procurement form and return it by September 
1, 2022. Please keep a copy of the form as a receipt for your records. You may also visit our auction website at 
https://www.stfrancissherwoodschool.org/auction.  
 
On behalf of St. Francis Catholic School, Sherwood, I thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
John Geffert, Event Chair 
auction@sfsherwood.org 
503-260-3136  
Tax ID #93-0546642 
 


