
St. Simon the Apostle Parish 
"A compassionate community celebrating and living in Christ."  

 

 ADDRESS: 2 Taylors Lane, Rowville 3178                                TELEPHONE:  (03) 9764 4058 

 OFFICE HOURS:  Tue - Fri (10 am - 5 pm)                                        EMAIL:  office@stsimonsparish.com.au 

 YOUTUBE CHANNEL:  tinyurl.com/s36hstf                                WEBSITE:  stsimonsparish.com.au 

Parish Personnel 
 
PARISH PRIEST 
Rev Jerald Mariadas 
jerald.mariadas@cam.org.au 

 
ASSISTANT PRIEST 
Rev Samuel Pearson 
samuel.pearson@cam.org.au 

 
BUSINESS & OFFICE MANAGER 
Mr Peter Evans (Tue, Thu & Fri) 
peter@stsimonsparish.com.au 

 
PARISH COORDINATOR 
Mrs Felicia Ahumada (Tue - Fri) 

 
CHILD SAFEGUARDING 
Ms Delisa Gonsalves (by appointment) 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
Loretta Hughes (Wed) 

 
AFTER SCHOOL RELIGIOUS PROGRAM 
& SACRAMENTS 
Hedy Carvalho: 9755 4222  

 
ST. SIMON’S SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Mr Tom Wursthorn - 9755 4222  

 
NAZARETH COLLEGE PRINCIPAL 
Mr Sam Cosentino - 9795 8100 

 
ST VINCENT DE PAUL HELPLINE 
1800 305 330 

 
PARISH CENTRE FACILITIES HIRE 
Please Contact Parish Office 

 
MUSICIAN IN RESIDENCE 
Andrea O’Loughlin 
Available for Funerals & Weddings 
Mobile: 0404 051 401 

 
LIVESTREAMING IN RESIDENCE 
Corey Payton 
Available for Funerals & Weddings 
Mobile: 0498 185 295 

 
BAPTISMS—1st & 3rd SUN of the month 
For application form refer to our website 
or call parish office on 9764 4058.  
Email: baptism@stsimonsparish.com.au 
(monitored only on a Wednesday) 

 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
By private arrangement  
Contact St Jude’s on 9763 7302 

 
FUNERALS  (Tue—Fri)  
Contact parish office on 9764 4058 

 
WEDDINGS, MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
Contact parish office on 9764 4058 
 
MASS TIMES 
Sun: 9.00 am & 11.00 am 
Tue (Livestream) Wed, Thu, Fri: 9.15 am  
Sat: 6.00 pm (Livestream)  
 

 
RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 5.20 pm - 5.50 pm  
(before the 6.00 pm Mass)  

27th SUNDAY in Ordinary Time—8 October 2023 

The kingdom of God will be . . . given to a people that will produce its fruit.  

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells a parable to some Jewish leaders about  
vinedressers who killed the servants sent by a landowner to collect the fruit  
of the harvest (Matthew 21:34-39). What is Jesus trying to say? 
 

It would be easy to conclude that Jesus is rebuking these chief priests and elders 
for rejecting John the Baptist and himself. But he’s doing more than  
foreshadowing his death by identifying himself with the murdered son of the  
vineyard owner (Matthew 21:37-42). He’s not addressing only the Jewish leaders; 
he is speaking to us as well. 
 

Jesus is telling us that the kingdom of God will be given to people who bear 
fruit. Throughout Matthew’s Gospel, we hear the same message. John the Baptist 
exhorted Israel’s religious leaders to “produce good fruit as evidence of your  
repentance” (Matthew 3:8). Jesus warned his disciples that “every tree that does 
not bear good fruit will be cut down” (7:19). And what’s the good fruit he is looking 
for? Faith in him and love for his people. 
 

Jesus told this parable the day after entering Jerusalem to shouts  
of “Hosanna” (Matthew 21:9). He cured all the sick who flocked to him there,  
and everyone was amazed—except these leaders. Instead of accepting him  
and rejoicing that God’s people were healed, they questioned his authority  
(21:23-24). And in doing so, they bore no fruit. 
 

But that doesn’t have to be our story. We can be a fruitful vineyard for the Lord! 
He has already planted the seed of faith within us. Each day he pours out grace 
to make us “rich soil” that produces fruit, even a hundredfold (Matthew 13:8).  
So let’s nurture our seed with faith-filled prayer and prune our vines with  
repentance and works of mercy. Let’s bear the fruit of faith, hope, and love.  
Let’s receive the kingdom! 
 

“Jesus, help me to bear fruit for you today.” 
 

                                                                 Matthew  21:43 The WORD Among Us 

SAT. NOV 11, 2023 
10:00 am—3:00 pm 

 FETE  DAY  11th Nov 2023.  Get Your EARLY BIRD Discount!! 
Pre-purchase a wristband ticket for rides and save.  
Unlimited rides for 5hrs. Wristbands are great value.  
Ticket to be exchanged for a wristband on fete day @ the ticket booth.  
Wristbands are not transferable.  

 

Purchase between 7/10 & 8/11 ($30)  
Purchase after 8/11 ($40)           
https://www.trybooking.com/CKXDZ  
 

Individual Ride tickets available on the day: 

 $10 for Bad Boys (must be 130cm tall to ride)  
 $10 for Cha Cha  

   (must be 130cm tall to ride on your own or 110cm to ride with an adult)  
 $6 for Cup & Saucer Ride  
 $6 for Chair-O-Plane 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS  Can be dropped off - 21 & 28 OCT. between 10am—12pm (School Hall)  

SAT. NOV 11, 2023 
10:00 am—3:00 pm 

For Those you meet,  
let an encounter with you, 
be an encounter with God 

mailto:office@stsimonsparish.com.au
http://tinyurl.com/s36hstf


PARISH GROUPS & MINISTRIES 
Tuesday Rosary Prayers of Intercession 

After the 9:15am Mass in Church.   
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Are you or a friend thinking  
of becoming a Catholic? 
 

RCIA Group Session 

THIS TUE, 10 Oct 2023 from 7.30 pm  
(Parish Centre)   
 

Ring the Parish Office on 9764 4058 or Phillip  
on 0437 343 022 or just come along on the night.   
“Come and see.” 

PARISH NOTICES 
 

Recent Death   
Elizabeth Wong Kim Yoon,  
Kathleen Flaherty & Horace Stolke.  
 

Anniversary of Death  
Vincenza Santo, Marija Pongracic, Espedito Pettinato, 

Antoinette Bedroffian, Defelice & Attard Family. 
  

Prayer for the Sick   
Mary Thisgaard, Carl Kelaart, Loredana Pellegrini,  
Nigel Quadros, Ruth Vail, Glen Rawlins and Jenny Liston. 
 

 

Children’s Liturgy 
THIS  SAT    7 Oct  (6.00 pm Mass) 

NEXT SUN  15 Oct  (11.00 am Mass) 

Please note, any child not of school age should be  
accompanied.  The children will return from their  
session by the end of the collection. 
 

This Sunday —Cuppa after the 9am Mass  
We are pleased to announce that THIS SUNDAY,  
8 Oct there will be a cuppa available after the 9am 
Mass. Thank you to our generous volunteers for helping 
us get this started and we hope that you can join us for  
a cuppa and chat.  
 

2023 Combined Catholic Parishes Raffle (CCPR) 
St Simon’s takes part each year with a number of other 
Catholic parishes in this raffle to help with parish operating 
costs. TICKETS FOR SALE at the HELP DESK for $2 ea.  
or you can take a booklet of 10 and return it with $20. 
 

The raffle will be drawn on 2 Dec, 2023 at Resurrection, 
Keysborough parish. 
 

Parish Renewal Program—Thanksgiving 
REMEMBER TO PICK UP your Thanksgiving Envelopes  

or your Direct Debit/ Credit Card Letter from the parish  

office during office hours if you have not yet done so. 
 

Parish Finance—Month of September 2023 
Presbytery                         $     7,711.45 

Loose donations                        $     2,771.18 

Envelopes                        $     2,379.00 

Credit Cards/Direct Debit                      $   14,860.00 
 

Parish Centre and Church Environment 
Please REMEMBER to take extra care if you are the last 

person to exit these facilities. Ensure that all is switched 

off and cleaned up ready for next venue usage event.  

Evening zoom Rosary Prayers of Intercession 
1st & 3rd WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH  
Contact Ricardo at: ricardo_drozario@hotmail.com 
 _____________________________________________ 
 

Connecting with our wider community by visitation, 
phone call or letter to  make a difference! 

   
* Baptism families   * New Parishioners 
* School Families     
* Bereaved or Lonely Parishioners 

* Info night Mon 16 Oct @ 7.30 pm  
 

  (with Fr. Jerald) 

  Join us for supper to learn more.                         
                               Help Fr. Jerald get this team going.  
  

                                                                              Sign up sheets in church foyer. 

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 

Eucharistic Adoration,  
Multicultural Rosary & Benediction 
 

Will be held at St Jude’s Parish Church  
on Wednesday, 11 Oct  from  7.30 – 8.30 pm.  
All are invited to pray to Jesus and Mary for love, peace 
and goodness to grow in our families, church and world.  

Women’s Social Group 

THIS THU, 12 Oct @ 10.00 am (Parish Centre) 
Theme:  Christmas Decorations with material.   

Engaging Your Faith Online Series 

We are delighted to announce the return in October 2023  
of our popular online lecture series, Engaging Your Faith. 
Fourteen stand-alone sessions on a range of themes will 
be presented by members of our lecturing staff.  
 

These sessions would be an ideal opportunity for lay  
leaders and other interested people in your parish to  
explore the possibilities offered at CTC for personal,  
theological, and spiritual development.  
 
 

Topics include the following: 

            •  Explorations in the Bible 

            •  Basic Listening Skills for Pastoral Ministry 

            •  Catholic Social Teaching 

            •  The Plenary Council,  

         the Catholic Church, and being a Catholic 

            •  Lectio Divina 

            •  Science and faith issues 
 

Dates:  • Mon 16 Oct  to  2 Nov 2023 
 

 Cost :  • $25/session NOT seeking teacher accreditation.  

             • $40/session if seeking teacher accreditation.  
 

Book and pay directly through our website. 

https://www.trybooking.xom/events/landing/1118680 

In the Footsteps of Mary MacKillop 
An Australian Pilgrimage prepared by the 

Sisters of Saint Joseph to help you enter 

more deeply into Mary and Julian’s stories 

and Spirituality. Starting in Melbourne.  
 
 

17—28 Oct 2023  |  Bookings & Enquiries:  

(02) 8912 4818 or Email: national.pilgrimage@mmp.org.au 

CONNECT & CARE 

mailto:ricardo_drozario@hotmail.com
https://www.trybooking.com/CLQWE
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1118680
mailto:national.pilgrimage@mmp.org.au


Piano Lessons 
 

Private or Group Lessons on: 
Piano, Keyboard, Guitar,  

Singing, Theory. 

5 years old to adults, for all levels  

Preparation for A.M.E.B  
and V.C.E Exams,  

vocal performances and just  
for your pleasure! 

Book a free trial class: 
Phone: 0407 816 197 

 

Email: nataliaspeirs12@gmail.com 
www.melodymusicschool.com.au 

Appliance Repairs  
& Installation Service 
We specialize in the repair of: 

  Washing Machines 

  Dishwashers 

  Dryers 

  Electric Ovens 

  Microwaves 

  Cooktops / Range hoods 

  Fridges / Freezers 

  Test / Tag Services 
 

Contact Ash:  0413 913 619 

Super Steve’s Cleaning Team 

 Spring Clean Windows Inside and Out 

 Carpet Cleaning 

 Tenant Vacate Clean  

 Corporate/Office Cleaning 

 Water Blasting & Pressure Washing 

For a FREE QUOTE 

Contact Steve:  0423 496 516 

 

 
Home Loans, Investment Loans, Commercial Loans 

Interest rates have never been lower. 
  

If you haven't reviewed your lending recently,  
give our team who are based right here in Rowville  

a call to find out how much you could save! 

Learn more at www.together.finance find us  

on Facebook@together.finance or call  

(03) 8761 9024  |  0404 065 396 

SAFEGUARDING 
The Catholic Archdiocese  

of Melbourne requires that  

ALL Volunteers at St Simon’s,  

MUST HAVE a CURRENT  

Working with Children Check Card 

REGISTERED with  

St Simon the Apostle, Rowville.  
 

Unfortunately, any person that does  
not have this card, will no longer be 

able to volunteer in any capacity. 
 

If you need assistance or for more information, 
please contact the parish office on 9764 4058. 

 

Sat AM  
10:30-11:30am 

Zumba Pierre Melbourne 

Wed PM 
7-8pm 

All Ages  
& Fitness 

Levels 
 

Welcome 

BOOK NOW! 
1st Class Trial FREE 

0417 322 312 

Email:  
zumbafitness@live.com.au 

Location:  
       Park Ridge Primary  

School 

 

ARDOR  
DEVELOPEMNTS 

0417 307 837 
 

daniel@ardordevelopments.com.au 

 
                                   DB-U 57998 

PARISH FETE 
 

11 Nov 23  
 

DONATIONS 
Can be dropped off  
on the 21 & 28 Oct 
Between 10am—12pm  
(School Hall)  
______________________________________________________ 
 

VOLUNTEERS  
NEEDED 

Register online via our website  

or email our fete committee via: 

fete@stsimonsparish.com.au 

Aid to the Church in Need 

SAVE THE DATE!  

Night of the Witnesses  

22 Nov 2023, 7.00 pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral.  
 

Aid to the Church in Need invites you to an evening  
of prayer, testimony, song, adoration and reflection to  
honour the witness of twelve recent Christian martyrs and 
to stand in solidarity with Christians all over the world who 
are suffering persecution for their faith in Jesus Christ. 
Archbishop Peter Comensoli will preside and His  
Beatitude, Patriarch Joseph Absi of the Melkite Greek 
Catholic Church will be one of the international guest 
speakers who will share personal testimony of persecution 
for the faith. We hope you will join us. For more information 
please visit: www.aidtochurch.org/notw 

St Joseph's College Memorial Mass 

Mass for Deceased Loved Ones 
 

Date: Thu, 26 Oct 2023. 
Time: 7pm - 9pm 
Location: St Joseph's College Ferntree Gully, Chapel 
 

RSVP:  Bronwyn Dean (Head of Music and Ministry) 
bdean@stjosephs.com.au 

Gospel Faith Inspirations 
One aspect that we see in today’s Gospel is the way in which we can fall quickly 
into sin when we allow greed to remain or grow in us, or even simply adopt  
a self-focussed approach to life. 
 

Jesus talks about the tenants who disrespect the landowner and his property. 
Rather than honouring the agreement between landowner and tenant, the  
tenants look to take advantage of the landowner being away. Rather than being 
grateful for having a place to live while the landowner was away, the tenants go 
to the extreme of even killing the son, so they can keep the land for themselves. 
A life for land. 
 

In what situations do we put our needs over others? Or do we not give to others 
what is rightfully theirs? There may be times we feel entitled to have something 
someone else has, and we find ways to justify taking it from them. Doesn’t have 
to be the extreme of physically attacking or killing someone - as the Bible says, 
the motivation behind being angry or hating someone can be as bad as the 
motivation behind killing someone. When we criticise someone in public, we 
steal from them the opportunity of good standing. When we are envious  
of another’s blessing, we steal from them the right to feel blessed; when we 
shirk our duties and responsibilities, we steal from the other the right to be 
served and looked after. 
 

We have the responsibility to be the key or corner stone for those around us,  
to be solid and supportive, faith-filled and loving. This does not mean we must 
be invincible or hide our flaws, but in fact we need to be fully vulnerable  
and honest with God. Through this, we are given access to God’s goodness  
and strength, and are able to be the strength for others, despite our smallness 
and inadequacies. For those you meet, let an encounter with you be an  
encounter with God.       Provided by St Simon’s Faith Development Team 

Heart of Life 

Delivers programs for spiritual and pastoral formation 
through the way of heart. Have a look at what’s on for 2024 
and consider how Heart of Life can help your Parish Life!  
 

We offer accredited formation programs, spiritual direction, 
professional supervision, prayer & spiritual enrichment.  
We also facilitate and lead reflection days for parishes  
and groups, personalised according to your need. 

 

Contact us: www.heartoflife.melbourne  
or email: info@heartoflife.melbourne  
 

Follow us on social media: 
FB: www.facebook.com/HoLMelbourne  
IG: www.instagram.com/heartoflife.melbourne 

http://www.together.finance
http://www.aidtochurch.org/notw
mailto:bdean@stjosephs.com.au
https://melbourne.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=545f38bb8f3ff70d667002b01&id=e327efab43&e=382cd3a9e1
mailto:info@heartoflife.melbourne
https://melbourne.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=545f38bb8f3ff70d667002b01&id=3a3764ef17&e=382cd3a9e1
https://melbourne.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=545f38bb8f3ff70d667002b01&id=02acd797be&e=382cd3a9e1


 MASS TIMES:  SATURDAY,  6.00 pm  SUNDAY,  9.00 am  SUNDAY,  11.00 am 

 Commentators Seymon Martino Phil Mawdsley Jacqui Giuliano  

 Reader  1 D'Souza Family Sheridan Reberio Christina Liew 

 Reader  2  Anthony Thabesan Dorothy Stack Loretta Hughes 

 Welcome Desk Malaika Perera Zita Ragg Buena Di Nuzzo 

 Children’s Liturgy N/A N/A Therese W & Rina R or Theresa A 

ROSTERS for NEXT WEEKEND:  14th & 15th Oct  READINGS:  28th SUNDAY  Ordinary Time — Is 25:6-10; Phil 4:12-14, 19-20;  Mt 22:1-14 

FLOWERS:    Beatrice Polydor ALTAR SOCIETY:    Melanie J & Yvonne M CHURCH CLEANING:   Yacintha Thabesan & Family 

First Reading                                                Isaiah 5:1-7 

Against the Lord’s vineyard 

Let me sing to my friend 
the song of his love for his vineyard. 

My friend had a vineyard 
on a fertile hillside. 
He dug the soil, cleared it of stones 
and planted choice vines in it. 
In the middle he built a tower, 
he dug a press there too. 
He expected it to yield grapes, 
but sour grapes were all that it gave. 

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and men of Judah, 
I ask you to judge 
between my vineyard and me. 
What could I have done for my vineyard 
that I have not done? 
I expected it to yield grapes. 
Why did it yield sour grapes instead? 

Very well, I will tell you 
what I am going to do to my vineyard: 
I will take away its hedge for it to be grazed on, 
and knock down its wall for it to be trampled on. 
I will lay it waste, unpruned, undug; 
overgrown by the briar and the thorn. 
I will command the clouds 
to rain no rain on it. 
Yes, the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts 
is the House of Israel, 
and the men of Judah 
that chosen plant. 
He expected justice,  
but found bloodshed, 
integrity,  
but only a cry of distress. 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm                      79(80):9,12-16,19-20 
The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel. 

Second Reading                                  Philippians 4:6-9 
There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you need, 
pray for it, asking God for it with prayer and thanksgiving, 
and that peace of God, which is so much greater than we 
can understand, will guard your hearts and your thoughts, 
in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, fill your minds with  
everything that is true, everything that is noble, everything 
that is good and pure, everything that we love and honour, 
and everything that can be thought virtuous or worthy  
of praise. Keep doing all the things that you learnt from me 
and have been taught by me and have heard or seen that  
I do. Then the God of peace will be with you. 

 
Gospel                                                 Matthew 21:33-43 
Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people, 
Listen to another parable. There was a man, a landowner, 
who planted a vineyard; he fenced it round, dug  
a winepress in it and built a tower; then he leased it to  
tenants and went abroad. When vintage time drew near he 
sent his servants to the tenants to collect his produce.  
But the tenants seized his servants, thrashed one, killed  
another and stoned a third. Next he sent some more 
servants, this time a larger number, and they dealt with 
them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them. 
“They will respect my son” he said. But when the tenants 
saw the son, they said to each other, “This is the heir. 
Come on, let us kill him and take over his inheritance.” So 
they seized him and threw him out of the vineyard and 
killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, 
what will he do to those tenants?’ They answered, ‘He will 
bring those wretches to a wretched end and lease the  
vineyard to other tenants who will deliver the produce to 
him when the season arrives.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Have 
you never read in the scriptures: 

It was the stone rejected by the builders 
that became the keystone. 
This was the Lord’s doing 
and it is wonderful to see?   

‘I tell you, then, that the king 
dom of God will be taken from you and given to a people  
who will produce its fruit.’ 

PARISH DIARY — Mass Schedule and Parish Run Ministries and Events 

Mon 9 Oct Tue — 10 Oct Wed—11 Oct Thu—12 Oct Fri—13 Oct Sat—14 Oct Sun—15 Oct 

Gospel Reflection 
7.30 pm (Via Zoom) 

9.15 am Mass 
(Fr. Samuel Pearson) 

Livestream 

Followed by  
Rosary Prayers  

 

Craft Group 
1.30 pm  

(Parish Centre) 
 

RCIA @ 7.30 pm  
(Parish Centre) 

9.15 am Mass 
(Fr. Jerald Mariadas) 

 

Viv’s RE Care  
Planning Meeting 

1.00 pm (Parish Centre) 

 

Eucharistic Adoration, 
Multicultural Rosary  

& Benediction 
7.30 – 8.30 pm  

(St Jude’s, Scoresby) 

9.15 am Mass 
(Fr. Jerald Mariadas) 

 
Women’s Social Group 

10.00 am 
(Parish Centre) 

9.15 am Mass 
(Fr. Samuel Pearson) 

 
Eucharistic Adoration  
6.00 – 7.00 pm (Church) 

 
 

6.00 pm Mass 
(Fr. Jerald Mariadas) 

Livestream  

+ Rite of Welcome 

+1st Holy Eucharist 

 

 
 

9.00 am Mass 
(Fr. Jerald Mariadas) 

 

11.00 am  Mass 
(Fr. Jerald Mariadas) 

+ Children’s Liturgy 

+1st Holy Eucharist 

 
Baptism 

@ 12.30 pm 


