
CHURCH OF ST. GREGORY THE GREAT 

GUIDELINES FOR WORDS OF REMEMBRANCE 

In the Catholic Church, we do not speak of “delivering a eulogy” but of offering “Words of 
Remembrance”. During the funeral liturgy, we pray for our deceased and commit them to God’s 
mercy. Of course, we remember the life of our loved ones during the funeral liturgy, but we do 
so specifically in the context of Faith – marking the end of the deceased journey, which began at 
the sacrament of Baptism. 

It is this context of faith that should govern all that is shared in the Words of Remembrance. The 
remembrance should also relate how the deceased lived his or her faith as a loving mother, 
father, daughter, son, wife or husband, friend, or other. 

Diocesan and Parish Guidelines specify that when delivered in the church: 

• Only one person may deliver a remembrance. 
• All Words of Remembrance must be submitted in advance to the Lazarus Minister that is 

assisting the family with the preparations for approval. 
• The priest celebrating the Funeral Liturgy is the guardian of the sacred liturgy, and needs 

to care for the integrity of the liturgy and the reputation of the deceased. He has the right 
to edit or reject suggested “Words of Remembrance.” 

• Remembrances must be language appropriate for church, and examples, stories and ideas 
expressed should be respectful of the Church’s teaching. It should concentrate upon the 
faith life of the loved one, highlighting his or her virtues and qualities: “reflecting on 
manifestations of a loved one’s life of care and nurturing, of prayer and fidelity to the 
sacraments, of service to Christ’s Church family, and of fidelity to relationships and 
commitments made in faith.” Good taste and good humor are appropriate.  

• This is not a time to quote scripture, to preach, instruct others in Christian living, or even 
to offer formal prayers that are done by the celebrant of the Funeral Liturgy. It is not the 
time to tell the person’s life history or to include what is already in the obituary.  

• They must be no longer than 2 typewritten double spaced pages, 12 pt font and may be 
enlarged for public reading if necessary, approximately 3 minutes in length. 

• The remembrance will be delivered before the Final Commendation.  
• The Lazarus Minister will print the final copy and have it ready for the speaker. 

 
It is preferred that the family use the option to have a remembrance offered at the wake service, 
the graveside, or at the repast that often follows the funeral rites. Such a choice of venue could 
actually be a very special blessing for the bereaved family, as they could share stories, both 
humorous or deeply touching, in a setting conducive to broader participation and this does not 
need approval.  

We understand the pain of those who have recently suffered a loss and the need to reminisce 
about their loved one. We believe that by accepting the Church’s guidance on the distinctive 
nature and form of worship, we are maintaining the spiritual and liturgical integrity of the Mass 
in a way that respects God and your loved one. If you choose to offer the Words of 
Remembrance in church, we trust that you will honor and abide by these guidelines.  

Bishop O’Connell’s thoughts on Words of Remembrance: 
https://trentonmonitor.com/MobileContent/Features/Bereavement/Article/-If-We-Die-with-the-
Lord-We-Shall-Live-with-the-Lord-Reflections-on-the-Order-of-Christian-Funerals-/5/152/6963 


