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CHURCH OF ST. GREGORY THE GREAT 

THE CATHOLIC FUNERAL RITE  
 

PREPARING THE MASS OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL 
 

The Catholic Church sees the death of a Christian as the end of the earthly pilgrimage and the 
beginning of a new and eternal life with God. The rites of the Church reflect this belief. These 
rites aim to assist the dead with prayers of the Church for their eternal salvation in Jesus Christ 
and to aid the family and friends of the deceased in their time of loss and sorrow with a message 
of hope and consolation in Jesus Christ.  

Please accept our sincere condolences if you are now 
planning a funeral because you recently lost a loved one. If 
you are planning in advance for yourself, in order for your 
wishes to be known, we welcome you. 

The death of a loved one is a difficult time for families. 
Please know that we are here to help you and support you 
during your time of loss. At the Church of St. Gregory the 
Great our commitment is to assist the family of the deceased 
in preparing a meaningful liturgy as we turn to God in faith 
for the reward of eternal life for those who believe in and 
lived for God in this life and to pray to God for the healing 
and consolation of those who mourn. 

We assist families in the planning of the Funeral Mass, and suggest ways for family and friends 
to be personally involved. The following information is meant to make you aware of what you 
will need to do to plan a Mass of Christian Burial. The Lazarus Ministers of the parish will guide 
you in the development of these plans and make this journey of hope and thanksgiving with you. 

SCHEDULEING FUNERAL LITURGIES 

After the death of a loved one, the family’s first contact is a local funeral home. It is the 
responsibility of the funeral home to contact the parish office to arrange for the funeral liturgy. 
The parish office, working with the funeral home, will set the date for the visitation, Mass of 
Christian Burial, and interment as needed. Once a date has been established a member of the 
Lazarus Ministry will reach out to the family to schedule a meeting with them at the church. 
There is a twofold purpose to this meeting. First, it provides an opportunity to work with the 
family in choosing the readings, music, gift bearers, readers, etc. and to answer any questions the 
family may have. Secondly, it enables us to learn more about their loved one, so that the funeral 
liturgy and homily will be both personal and appropriate to the family and to the deceased. 

If the family is not working with a funeral home, a family member may call the parish office 
(609-587-4877) to schedule a date and time for the Mass of Christian Burial (with cremains) or a 
Memorial Mass (with no body or cremains). A Lazarus Minister will then contact the family. 

While we will do everything we can to accommodate family needs we always have to consider 
the scheduled use of the building, the availability of clergy, and the occasional restriction of the 
Church year which prohibit the Celebration of a Funeral. A Funeral Mass, at the Church of St. 
Gregory the Great, may be celebrated at 10:00 am Monday – Saturday depending on church and 
clergy availability. Funeral Masses are not celebrated on Sundays, Holy Days of Obligation, 
Holy Thursday, Good Friday, or Holy Saturday. 
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ADVANCED PLANNING 

Advanced planning is making your funeral arrangements before your death. This allows your 
wishes to be known, thus eliminating an incredible burden on your loved ones during the very 
stressful and painful hours after your death. Advanced planning is a concrete sign of your love 
for surviving family members. Your advance planning will give your family the guidance they 
need to feel comfortable that they are carrying out the decisions you made. Your planning may 
prevent disagreements among survivors at an emotionally charged time. 

OVERVIEW OF CATHOLIC FUNERAL RITE 

The Roman Catholic Church has long-standing traditions regarding the funeral service. The 
Order of Christian Funerals has three distinct and important parts reflecting the earthly 
pilgrimage and the journey to Heaven for the followers of Jesus: The Vigil at the funeral home, 
the Funeral Liturgy at the Church, and the Final Commendation and Burial at the cemetery. 

The Catholic Church’s funeral rites provide the opportunity to gather together while facing the 
reality of death and embracing the hope and promise of eternal life in Heaven. Centered in prayer 
for the deceased, the rites also provide support for those who mourn. The proper order of the 
Catholic funeral rites is as follows: 

1. THE VIGIL SERVICE (WAKE)  - This will take place during the visiting hours at the 
funeral home you have chosen. Often a member of the parish (deacon or priest) will lead 
this service when it takes place the night before a funeral Mass. 

 
2. MASS OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL (FUNERAL LITURGY) - This is the most 

important part of the celebration of Christian Burial. This is almost always celebrated 
within a Mass. The bodily remains are honored by being brought to the Church. Together 
we celebrate the life of the deceased in the context of the Paschal Mystery, that is, the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 
3. RITE OF COMMITTAL (BURIAL OR INTEMENT) - A parish deacon will 

accompany the remains and the family to the cemetery, where the Rite of Christian Burial 
will conclude with the prayers of Committal and Final Commendation. 

 

A NOTE ABOUT CREMATION 

Although it is now permitted to have the deceased’s mortal remains cremated and even to have 
the cremated remains present at the funeral, the Church prefers that the body not be cremated and 
urges that, if cremation occurs, it be done after the funeral (although cremation often takes place 
well before the funeral Mass, and this option remains available). 

When the body is cremated the Church requires that the cremated remains be laid to rest in a 
sacred place: buried in a grave, buried at sea or entombed in a mausoleum or columbarium. It is 
forbidden to keep the cremated remains at the home of a relative or friend or scatter the cremated 
remains. 
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SYMBOLS OF THE CATHOLIC LITURGY 

Paschal Candle – This Easter candle is lit and given a place of prominence at the front of the 
church near the casket or cremains and reminds us of the light of Christ given to us at Baptism.  

Sprinkling the casket/cremains with Holy Water - Here we recall the pouring of water in the 
baptismal celebration, washing away our sins.  

Placing the Pall  - A white cloth is placed over the casket by family and recalls the “white 
garment” we were given at Baptism as a sign of putting on a new life in Christ. 

Incense - In the liturgy, the body of the deceased is incensed. Though not a baptismal sign, the 
rising of the smoke from the incense signifies respect for the body as a temple of the Holy Spirit.  
 

FAMILY INVOLVEMENT IN THE MASS OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL 

Placement of the Pall 

Music – Selection of Hymns for the Gathering, Offertory, Communion and Recessional 

Music plays an important part in the funeral liturgy and adds great beauty and solemnity to the 
prayers of the church.  

Guidelines for funeral music in the Order of Christian Funerals explicitly states that the texts of 
the songs chosen for a funeral mass "should express the paschal mystery of the Lord's suffering, 
death and triumph over death and should be related to the readings from scripture." The music 
should be chosen to uplift the participants and should help to create in them a spirit of hope in 
Christ's victory over death and in the Christian's share in that victory. Secular and pre-recorded 
music is not appropriate.  

MUSIC OPTIONS 

Readings/Readers – First (Old Testament) and Second (New Testament) 

First Reading Options – Outside Easter Time 
First Reading Options – During Easter Time 
(Easter Sunday through Pentecost Sunday) 

 
Second Reading Options 

Presentation of the Gifts of Bread and Wine (Optional) - Families may designate two to four 
people to bring forward the gifts of bread and wine for the celebration of the Eucharist. The 
priest will call the gift bearers by name and the Lazarus Minister will lead them down the aisle to 
the gift table. Once the priest and deacon are in place the gift bearers proceed up the center aisle 
to present the gifts to them and then return to their seats.  

Book of Remembrance - A family member is asked to sign the deceased’s name into this book. 

Words of Remembrance (Optional) - It is preferred that the family use the option to have a 
remembrance offered at the wake service, the graveside, or at the repast. Such a choice of venue 
could actually be a very special blessing for the bereaved family, as they could share stories, both 
humorous or deeply touching, in a setting conducive to broader participation and not need 
approval from the parish. If you choose to do Words of Remembrance at the Mass there are very 
specific guidelines concerning length, content, approval, and one-person delivery. 

https://files.ecatholic.com/2431/documents/2023/1/Music%20Options.pdf?t=1673029194000
https://files.ecatholic.com/2431/documents/2023/1/First%20Readings%20Listing%20for%20Website.pdf?t=1673030251000
https://files.ecatholic.com/2431/documents/2023/1/First%20Reading%20Easter%20Season%20Listing%20for%20Website.pdf?t=1673030298000
https://files.ecatholic.com/2431/documents/2023/1/Second%20Readings%20Listing%20for%20Website.pdf?t=1673030322000
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Guidelines for Words of Remembrance 

 
Flowers (Optional) - Flower arrangements are welcome at the Funeral Liturgy outside the 
Lenten season but not required. These may include one single arrangement in basket (placed in 
front of the ambo) or two matching arrangements (placed in front of the altar) and may be 
brought to the Funeral Liturgy by the funeral home or family. Floral decoration should always 
show moderation. During Advent flowers should be suited in color to the time of the year. 
Families are welcome to leave/take the arrangement/s at the conclusion of the Mass. With 
cremains, a family may bring one arrangement to place on the floor in front of the cremains table 
or a wreath to place around the urn. 
 

Guidelines for Flower 

 

ORDER OF THE MASS OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL 

In the aftermath of the death, a myriad of decisions need to be made. At times of grief and loss, 
the foundations and traditions of faith can be a comforting, stabilizing factor in getting through 
the difficult times. A Lazarus Minister from the parish will assist you in working through the 
details and in selecting appropriate hymns and readings. The following information outlines the 
Mass of Christian Burial.  

INTRODUCTORY RITES 

Greeting – The family gathers at the entrance to the church with the casket and the priest greets 
the family and friends of the deceased. 

Sprinkling with Holy Water - At this time the priest sprinkles the casket with Holy Water. 

Placing of the Pall  - The Funeral Pall is draped over the casket following the Sprinkling with 
Holy Water. Family members are welcome and encouraged to take part in the placing of the 
Funeral Pall. From two to six family members may do so.  

Entrance Procession to the altar, accompanied by the Gathering Hymn  - The clergy, followed 
by the casket, then the family enters the church at this time. If there are cremains, the family is 
already seated when the hymn begins with the cremains placed on a table at the foot of the 
Sanctuary. 

 
Opening Prayer – A prayer that expresses the theme of the celebration. 
 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

In every celebration for the dead, the Church attaches great importance to the reading of the 
word of God. The readings proclaim to the assembly the Paschal Mystery, teach remembrance of 
the dead, convey the hope of being gathered together again in God's Kingdom, and encourage the 
witness of Christian life. A careful selection and use of readings from Scripture for the funeral 
rites will provide the family and the community with an opportunity to hear God speak to them 
in their needs, sorrows, fears, and hopes. In the celebration of the Liturgy of the Word at the 

https://files.ecatholic.com/2431/documents/2023/1/Guidelines%20for%20Words%20of%20Remembrance%20at%20St.%20Gregory%20the%20Great%202023.pdf?t=1673031372000
https://files.ecatholic.com/2431/documents/2023/1/Guidelines%20for%20Flowers%20at%20a%20Funeral%20Liturgy.pdf?t=1673030364000
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funeral liturgy, the biblical readings from Sacred Scripture may not be replaced by secular 
readings.  

The church offers us the opportunity to hear three readings from Sacred Scripture. One reading is 
customarily from the Old Testament; a second reading is from the New Testament and a Gospel 
selection. The family selects the first and second readings from the Church approved readings.  

It is appropriate to have members of the family, friends or the Lazarus Minister proclaim the 
readings. It is preferable to have a different reader for each of the two readings. Keep in mind 
that the reader should be someone who can clearly proclaim the readings so everyone hears the 
message of the reading, be Confirmed and practicing the Catholic faith. The priest will select and 
the Deacon will proclaim the Gospel reading. 

The celebrant will call those chosen to proclaim the First Reading (from the Old Testament) and 
the Second Reading (from the New Testament) to come forward at the proper time. When they 
arrive at the foot of the steps to the Sanctuary they should bow to the altar before proceeding to 
the ambo (pulpit). Prior to the funeral, the selected readings will be placed at the ambo (pulpit). 
The reader should not carry a paper copy of the reading with them up to the ambo. At the ambo, 
he or she should proclaim the reading slowly and clearly, without rushing. When the reading is 
concluded, they leave the Sanctuary, once again bowing to the altar below the steps, and return 
to their pew. 

First Reading  (Old Testament) - The first reading is selected from the approved list of 
Scripture passages usually from the Old Testament except between Easter Sunday and Pentecost 
when the first Scripture reading is taken from the Acts of the Apostles or Revelations from the 
New Testament. Below are links to the first reading options. 

First Reading Options – Outside Easter Time 

First Reading Options – During Easter Time 
(Easter Sunday through Pentecost Sunday) 

 
Responsorial Psalm  - At the Church of St. Gregory the Great Psalm 23, The Lord is My 
Shepherd, will be sung. 

Second Reading (New Testament) - The second reading is traditionally taken from the New 
Testament. Below is the link to the second reading options. 

Second Reading Options 

Gospel Acclamation - The cantor sings the Gospel Acclamation. At the Church of St. Gregory 
“Come to me all you who are labored and burdened and I will give you rest.” is used. 
 
Gospel Reading - The Celebrant selects the Scripture Reading from the Gospels. The Deacon 
typically proclaims the reading.  

Homily – The priest will deliver a sermon after the Gospel that relates the passages of Scripture 
read to the life of the deceased. It is meant to be a reflection on Christian life, death, and 
resurrection and will aim to be both personal and appropriate to the family and to the deceased. 

Universal Prayer - These prayers come directly from the Order of Christian Funerals and are 
read by the deacon.   

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

https://files.ecatholic.com/2431/documents/2023/1/First%20Readings%20Listing%20for%20Website.pdf?t=1673030251000
https://files.ecatholic.com/2431/documents/2023/1/First%20Reading%20Easter%20Season%20Listing%20for%20Website.pdf?t=1673030298000
https://files.ecatholic.com/2431/documents/2023/1/Second%20Readings%20Listing%20for%20Website.pdf?t=1673030322000
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Presentation of Gifts (Optional) - The Liturgy of the Eucharist begins with the Presentation of 
the Gifts of bread and wine. Families may designate two to four people to bring forward the gifts 
of bread and wine for the celebration of the Eucharist. The priest will call the gift bearers by 
name and the Lazarus Minister will lead them down the aisle to the gift table. Once the priest and 
deacon are in place the gift bearers proceed up the center aisle to present the gifts to them and 
then return to their seats.  

Offertory Hymn - The family selects the Offertory Hymn and the congregation is invited to join 
in the singing.  

The mass continues in the usual fashion. The congregation will be invited to sit, kneel and stand 
at the appropriate times and to join in the sung acclamations. Holy Communion will be offered to 
all Catholics who desire and are able to receive the sacrament. Non-Catholic family members 
and friends are encouraged to join in silent prayer during communion, or may go to the front 
with others who are receiving Holy Communion with arms folded across their chests, indicating 
that they wish to receive a blessing only.  

Communion Hymn - The family selects the Communion Hymn and the congregation is invited 
to join in the singing. 

Prayer After Communion – A prayer of thanksgiving for the Eucharist received at Mass. 

Book of Remembrance – A family member is asked to sign the name of the deceased into our 
Book of Remembrance. He/she will be remembered in prayer by our parish family. 

Words of Remembrance (Optional) - Catholic liturgical norms do not permit eulogies during 
the funeral Mass. The funeral rites of the Church suggest better times for eulogizing the deceased 
than during the sacred liturgy, for example, during a vigil or wake service outside of the church, 
or at the graveside, or at the social event that follows the liturgy where family and friends will 
gather for a reception. However, the funeral rite of the Church makes provisions in the liturgy to 
speak of the deceased “life of faith” and relationship with God. If a family desires to offer 
“Words of Remembrance,” following the Prayer After Communion we ask that families respect 
the following guidelines:  

• Only one person may deliver Words of Remembrance 
• They should be no more than three minutes in duration. 
• A written copy is shared with the Lazarus Minister before the day of the Mass for 

approval.   

Guidelines for Remarks of Remembrance Delivered at Mass 

 
FINAL COMMENDATION 

The Celebrant leads the congregation in final prayers on behalf of the deceased and the surviving 
family. 
 
Song of Farewell (Incense) - Song of Farewell by Ernest Sands is sung at all Funeral Liturgies 

by the cantor. 

Prayer of Commendation – A prayer commending our brother/sister to the Lord and help us 
who remain to comfort one another through faith. 

Procession to the Place of Committal – Invitation to bring the deceased to his/her place of rest. 

https://files.ecatholic.com/2431/documents/2023/1/Guidelines%20for%20Words%20of%20Remembrance%20at%20St.%20Gregory%20the%20Great%202023.pdf?t=1673031372000
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Recessional Hymn - The recessional hymn is sung by the congregation while the 
casket/cremains moves to the rear of the church. Family members select the hymn. The casket 
stops at the rear of the church, the pall is removed by the funeral home, and the celebrants bless 
the casket with holy water before departing the church. 
 
Military Honors - For those who have served in the military: at the conclusion of the Mass 
during the Recessional Hymn at the back of the church the funeral pall is removed and the 
American Flag is placed on the casket before departing the church. The funeral home will take 
care of setting this up for you. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Why should the funeral usually be a Mass? When is it appropriate not to celebrate a Mass?  
The funeral should usually be a Mass because the Mass is the most powerful prayer we are able 
to offer for our loved one who has died. The Mass is a taste of heaven on earth; at Mass we enter 
into the worship of the angels and saints in heaven, and we are united with those who are being 
purified in purgatory. Therefore, we are never closer to those who have died than when we are at 
Mass! (See Order of Christian Funerals n. 154)  
 
It is appropriate not to celebrate a Mass when there are pastoral reasons not to. For example, if 
most of the family is not Catholic and might have difficulty participating in the Mass. However, 
these cases should be carefully discerned, especially when the person who has died may have 
desired a funeral Mass. If the funeral is celebrated outside of Mass, a Mass should be offered at a 
later time for the soul of the deceased.  

If we plan to cremate the remains, is it permissible to do so prior to the funeral liturgy?  
The Catholic Church clearly prefers and urges that the body of the deceased be present for the 
funeral liturgy, since the presence of the human body better expresses our belief that the body is 
truly a part of the person, and that this same body will be resurrected at the end of time. (See 
Order of Christian Funerals Appendix n. 413-415) In extraordinary circumstances, it is possible 
to cremate the body before the funeral liturgy. This should be discerned with the pastor.  

Why do we use incense?  
Incense is an ancient liturgical practice that symbolizes our prayer and worship; as the fragrant 
smoke rises upward, our prayers rise to the heavenly throne. Its use at funerals is a special act of 
reverence for the body of the deceased, as we offer our loved one back to God and pray for 
his/her soul.  
 

Can family and friends be included in the services?  
Definitely! We always encourage those who wish to participate in special ways. Several options 
are: Immediate family members may place the pall on the casket, be readers for the two Scripture 
readings or present the gifts of bread and wine at the Preparation of the Gifts. These persons 
must be practicing Catholics.  
 
Can a family member or friend give a eulogy (words of remembrance) at the funeral 
liturgy?  
The funeral liturgy is not the best time for a eulogy (a speech in praise of the deceased) because 
the focus of the funeral is to pray fervently for our loved one that they may enter quickly into 
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eternal happiness. While a eulogy looks back on a person's earthly life which has ended, the 
funeral liturgy looks forward to the future--to his/her heavenly life which is just beginning!  
 
A eulogy by friends and family, or a sharing of stories from the person's life, is better suited to 
the vigil (wake). It is permissible, however, for a friend or family member to give brief remarks 
in remembrance of the deceased after the Prayer after Communion. There are specific guidelines 
for words of remembrance at a funeral liturgy. 
 
Can favorite songs be sung or played, even if they do not have Christian words?  
Only sacred music, that is, music with sacred words and a sacred sound, may be used in the 
liturgy. It is difficult for us to imagine how beautiful heaven actually is, and how much greater 
its joys are than those of earth. Though our loved one may have enjoyed a certain song during 
his/her lifetime, from now on we hope that he/she will be singing the songs of heaven. During 
the liturgy, we are able to join our loved ones in that heavenly song!  
 
Can a slideshow of pictures or display of memorabilia be shown during the liturgy?  
A slideshow of pictures or display of memorabilia is better displayed at the vigil (wake). The 
vigil is more properly a time to remember the earthly life of our loved one, while the funeral 
liturgy looks forward to heaven. The Mass is a special time when we can "take a peek" at the 
glory of God, whose loving face is so beautiful that all earthly joys pale in comparison.  
 
Similarly, items of memorabilia should not be brought up in procession during the liturgy. We do 
allow a small picture of the deceased on the cremains table. 

At what age should I consider pre-planning cemetery and funeral arrangements? 
Adults of any age who make their own decisions should have a plan. Like your will, it can be 
revised throughout your life as needs change. In general, the earlier you preplan the more options 
you have. Your cemetery and funeral options will probably never cost less than they do today. 
Statistic show that 43 percent of all deaths are unexpected; we are not guaranteed any 
tomorrows. 
 
In our culture, few families are comfortable discussing death and loss. This is just one of those 
things that does not get easier as time goes by. Now is the best time for you to get your plan in 
order. 
 
What Funeral Home should I use? 
There are many Funeral Homes available in the Hamilton area. All of them do funeral at our 
church. Feel free to call any of them to discuss funeral arrangements with them.  
 
Is there a fee for use of the church? 
Most funeral directors itemize all cost within their billings and make a check out to the Church 
of St. Gregory the Great. Our parish fee is $525 and covers the cost of the Organist, Cantor and 
use of the church. Only the pastor retains the right to discount any funeral stipends; which is a 
decision based on his discretion.  

 

MAKING YOUR WISHES KNOWN 

Planning Form - A planning form is available to print for your convenience. The form provides 
a place for you to record your wishes for your funeral if you so choose to do so in advance of 
your own funeral. The form may be brought to the parish office to be placed on file. Please leave 
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a copy of this form with your other personal items. Take the time to share what you want for 
your Catholic funeral with family members now so they are aware of your funeral arrangements. 

Planning Form 

FINAL THOUGHTS ON CATHOLIC FUNERALS 
 
When a member of your family is seriously ill or near death, whether at home or in a hospital, a 
family member should contact the parish office (609-587-4877) to request the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick and the Apostolic Pardon.  
 

 

https://files.ecatholic.com/2431/documents/2023/1/Planning%20Sheet%20for%20Funeral%20Rites.pdf?t=1673031702000


APPENDIX 



CHURCH OF ST. GREGORY THE GREAT 

HYMNS APPROPRIATE 

FOR THE MASS OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL AND MEMORIAL MASS 

You are invited to select one hymn for each of the four places in the Mass: 

Gathering, Offertory, Communion and Recessional 

Guidelines for funeral music in the Order of Christian Funerals explicitly states that the texts of the 
songs chosen for a funeral mass "should express the paschal mystery of the Lord's suffering, death and 
triumph over death and should be related to the readings from scripture. "The music should be chosen to 
uplift the participants and should help to create in them a spirit of hope in Christ's victory over death and 
in the Christian's share in that victory. Secular and pre-recorded music is not appropriate. 

 
Gathering Hymn 

Abide With Me 
All Creatures of Our God and King* 

Be Thou My Vision 
Christ, Be Our Light 

God of Day and God of Darkness 
Here I Am, Lord 

How Great Thou Art 
I Am the Bread of Life 

I Heard the Voice of Jesus 
Precious Lord, Take My Hand 

 
 

Offertory Hymn 
Abide With Me 

As the Deer Longs 
Amazing Grace 
Be Not Afraid 

Christ Be Beside Me 
Hail Mary, Gentle Woman 
Hosea (Come Back to Me) 

How Great Thou Art 
I Have Loved You 

O God, You Search Me 
Prayer of St. Francis 

Precious Lord, Take My Hand 
Shepherd Me, O God 
The Lord is My Light 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Communion Hymn 

Be Not Afraid 
Behold the Lamb 

Christ Be Beside Me 
Gift of Finest Wheat 

I Am the Bread of Life 
I Know That My Redeemer Lives 
Jesus, My Lord, My God, My All 

One Bread, One Body 
O Sacrament Most Holy 

Shepherd Me, O God 
Shepherd of Souls 

The Lord is My Light 
The Supper of the Lord 

 
Recessional Hymn 

Alleluia, Sing to Jesus* 
Be Still My Soul 

Be Thou My Vision 
Eternal Father, Strong to Save 

For All the Saints * 
For the Beauty of the Earth 

Holy God, We Praise They Name 
How Great Thou Art 

Let There Be Peace on Earth 
On Eagles’ Wings 

Precious Lord, Take My Hand 
Sing with All the Saints in Glory  

  
For a Child's Mass 

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling 

We Walk By Faith 
 

* Not used during Lent 
 

 



 
CHURCH OF ST. GREGORY THE GREAT 

  
FIRST READING OPTIONS 

FOR THE MASS OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL AND MEMORIAL MASS 
 

Only these readings may be selected as the  
First Reading during Easter Time 

Easter Sunday through Pentecost Sunday 
Choose One 

 
 

Easter First Reading #1 Acts 10:34-43 (Long Version) 
He is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead. 

 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Peter proceeded to speak, saying: "In truth, I see that God shows no partiality. Rather, in every nation 
whoever fears him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him. You know the word that he sent to the 
children of Israel as he proclaimed peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all, what has happened all 
over Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached, how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power. He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by 
the Devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and 
in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree. This man God raised on the third day and 
granted that he be visible, not to all the people, but to us, the witnesses chosen by God in advance, who 
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commissioned us to preach to the people and 
testify that he is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets 
bear witness, that everyone who believes in him will receive forgiveness of sins through his name." The 
word of the Lord.                   
 
 

Easter First Reading #1A: Acts10:34-36, 42-43 (Short Version) 
He is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead. 

 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Peter proceeded to speak, saying: "In truth, I see that God shows no partiality. Rather, in every nation 
whoever fears him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him. You know the word that he sent to the 
children of Israel as he proclaimed peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all, He commissioned us 
to preach to the people and testify that he is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the 
dead. To him all the prophets bear witness, that everyone who believes in him will receive forgiveness 
of sins through his name." The word of the Lord. 

 
 

Easter First Reading #2: Revelation 14:13 
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord. 

     
A reading from the Book of Revelation 

I, John, heard a voice from heaven say, "Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now 
on." "Yes," said the Spirit, "let them find rest from their labors, for their works accompany them." The 
word of the Lord. 

 



 
Easter First Reading #3: Revelation 20:11—21:1 

The dead were judged according to their deeds. 
     
A reading from the Book of Revelation 

I, John, saw a large white throne and the one who was sitting on it. The earth and the sky fled from his 
presence and there was no place for them. I saw the dead, the great and the lowly, standing before the 
throne, and scrolls were opened. Then another scroll was opened, the book of life. The dead were judged 
according to their deeds, by what was written in the scrolls. The sea gave up its dead; then Death and 
Hades gave up their dead. All the dead were judged according to their deeds. Then Death and Hades 
were thrown into the pool of fire. This pool of fire is the second death. Anyone whose name was not 
found written in the book of life was thrown into the pool of fire. Then I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth. The former heaven and the former earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. The word of 
the Lord.              

  
 

Easter First Reading #4: Revelation 21:1-5a, 6b-7 
There shall be no more death. 

     
A reading from the Book of Revelation 

I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth. The former heaven and the former earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more. I also saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold, 
God's dwelling is with the human race. He will dwell with them and they will be his people and God 
himself will always be with them as their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there shall 
be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, for the old order has passed away." The One who sat on 
the throne said, "Behold, I make all things new." I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 
end. To the thirsty I will give a gift from the spring of life-giving water. The victor will inherit these 
gifts, and I shall be his God, and he will be my son." The word of the Lord.        
        



CHURCH OF ST. GREGORY THE GREAT 
  

FIRST READING OPTIONS 
FOR THE MASS OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL AND MEMORIAL MASS 

 
Taken from the Old Testament 

Outside Easter Season 
Choose One 

  
First Reading #1: Job 19:1, 23-27a 

I know that my Vindicator lives. 
 

A reading from the Book of Job  
Then Job answered and said:  Oh, would that my words were written down! Would that they were 
inscribed in a record: That with an iron chisel and with lead they were cut in the rock forever!  But as for 
me, I know that my Vindicator lives, and that he will at last stand forth upon the dust; And from my 
flesh I shall see God; my inmost being is consumed with longing. The word of the Lord.  

  
First Reading #2: Wisdom 3:1-9 (Long Version) 
As sacrificial offerings he took them to himself. 

 

A reading from the Book of Wisdom  
The souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no torment shall touch them. They seemed, in the view 
of the foolish, to be dead; and their passing away was thought an affliction and their going forth from us, 
utter destruction. But they are in peace. For if before men, indeed, they be punished, yet is their hope full 
of immortality; Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed, because God tried them and found them 
worthy of himself. As gold in the furnace, he proved them, and as sacrificial offerings he took them to 
himself. In the time of their visitation they shall shine, and shall dart about as sparks through stubble; 
They shall judge nations and rule over peoples, and the LORD shall be their King forever. Those who 
trust in him shall understand truth, and the faithful shall abide with him in love: Because grace and 
mercy are with his holy ones, and his care is with the elect. The word of the Lord.  
 

First Reading #2A: Wisdom 3:1-6, 9 (Short Version) 
As sacrificial offerings he took them to himself. 

 

A reading from the Book of Wisdom  
The souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no torment shall touch them. They seemed, in the view 
of the foolish, to be dead; and their passing away was thought an affliction and their going forth from us, 
utter destruction. But they are in peace. For if before men, indeed, they be punished, yet is their hope full 
of immortality; Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed, because God tried them and found them 
worthy of himself. As gold in the furnace, he proved them, and as sacrificial offerings he took them to 
himself. Those who trust in him shall understand truth, and the faithful shall abide with him in love: 
Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones, and his care is with the elect. The word of the Lord.  

 
 



First Reading #3: Wisdom 4:7-15 
An unsullied life, the attainment of old age. 

 
A reading from the Book of Wisdom  

But the just man, though he die early, shall be at rest. For the age that is honorable comes not with the 
passing of time, nor can it be measured in terms of years. Rather, understanding is the hoary crown for 
men, and an unsullied life, the attainment of old age. He who pleased God was loved; he who lived 
among sinners was transported-- Snatched away, lest wickedness pervert his mind or deceit beguile his 
soul; For the witchery of paltry things obscures what is right and the whirl of desire transforms the 
innocent mind. Having become perfect in a short while, he reached the fullness of a long career; for his 
soul was pleasing to the LORD, therefore he sped him out of the midst of wickedness. But the people 
saw and did not understand, nor did they take this into account. The word of the Lord. 
 

First Reading #4: Isaiah 25:6a, 7-9 
He will destroy death forever. 

 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will provide for all peoples. On this mountain he will destroy the veil 
that veils all peoples, the web that is woven over all nations; he will destroy death forever. The Lord 
GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces; the reproach of his people he will remove from the whole 
earth; for the Lord has spoken. On that day it will be said: "Behold our God, to whom we looked to save 
us! This is the Lord for whom we looked; let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!" The word of 
the Lord.  
 

First Reading #5: Lamentations 3:17-26 (Long Version) 
It is good to hope in silence for the saving help of the Lord. 

 

A reading from the Book of Lamentations  
My soul is deprived of peace, I have forgotten what happiness is; I tell myself my future is lost, all that I 
hoped for from the LORD. The thought of my homeless poverty is wormwood and gall; Remembering it 
over and over leaves my soul downcast within me. But I will call this to mind, as my reason to have 
hope: The favors of the LORD are not exhausted, his mercies are not spent; they are renewed each 
morning, so great is his faithfulness. My portion is the LORD, says my soul; therefore will I hope in 
him. Good is the LORD to one who waits for him, to the soul that seeks him; It is good to hope in 
silence for the saving help of the LORD. The word of the Lord.  
 

First Reading #5A: Lamentations 3:22-26 (Short Version) 
The favors of the Lord are not exhausted. 

 

A reading from the Book of Lamentations 
The favors of the LORD are not exhausted, his mercies are not spent; they are renewed each morning, so 
great is his faithfulness. My portion is the LORD, says my soul; therefore will I hope in him. Good is the 
LORD to one who waits for him, to the soul that seeks him; It is good to hope in silence for the saving 
help of the LORD. The word of the Lord.  

 
 



First Reading #6: Daniel 12:1-3 
Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake. 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Daniel 
In those days, I, Daniel, mourned and heard this word of the Lord: At that time there shall arise Michael, 
the great prince, guardian of your people; It shall be a time unsurpassed in distress since nations began 
until that time. At that time your people shall escape, everyone who is found written in the book. Many 
of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake; some shall live forever, others shall be an 
everlasting horror and disgrace. But the wise shall shine brightly like the splendor of the firmament, and 
those who lead the many to justice shall be like the stars forever. The word of the Lord. 

First Reading #7: 2 Maccabees 12:43-46 
He acted in an excellent and noble way as he had the resurrection of the dead in view. 

A reading from the second Book of Maccabees 
Judas, the ruler of Israel, took up a collection among all his soldiers, amounting to two thousand silver 
drachmas, which he sent to Jerusalem to provide for an expiatory sacrifice. In doing this he acted in a 
very excellent and noble way, inasmuch as he had the resurrection of the dead in view; for if he were not 
expecting the fallen to rise again, it would have been useless and foolish to pray for them in death. But if 
he did this with a view to the splendid reward that awaits those who had gone to rest in godliness, it was 
a holy and pious thought. Thus he made atonement for the dead that they might be freed from this sin. 
The word of the Lord. 



CHURCH OF ST. GREGORY THE GREAT 
  

SECOND READING OPTIONS 
FOR THE MASS OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL AND MEMORIAL MASS 

 
Taken from the New Testament 

Choose One 
  
 

Second Reading #1: Romans 5:5-11 
Since we are now justified by his Blood, we will be saved through him from the wrath. 

  
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 
  
Brothers and sisters: Hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. For Christ, while we were still helpless, died at 
the appointed time for the ungodly. Indeed, only with difficulty does one die for a just person, though 
perhaps for a good person one might even find courage to die. But God proves his love for us in that 
while we were still sinners Christ died for us. How much more then, since we are now justified by his 
Blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath. Indeed, if, while we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God through the death of his Son, how much more, once reconciled, will we be saved by 
his life. Not only that, but we also boast of God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 
now received reconciliation. The word of the Lord. 

  
Second Reading #2: Romans 6:3-9 (Long Version) 

We too might live in newness of life. 
                                                            
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 
  
Brothers and sisters: Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
his death? We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live in newness of life. For if we have grown into 
union with him through a death like his, we shall also be united with him in the resurrection. We know 
that our old self was crucified with him, so that our sinful body might be done away with, that we might 
no longer be in slavery to sin. For a dead person has been absolved from sin. If, then, we have died with 
Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no 
more; death no longer has power over him. The word of the Lord. 
  

Second Reading #2A: Romans 6:3-4, 8-9 (Short Version) 
We too might live in newness of life. 

 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 
  
Brothers and sisters: Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
his death? We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live in newness of life. If, then, we have died 
with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies 
no more; death no longer has power over him. The word of the Lord. 
  
  



Second Reading #3: Romans 8:31b-35, 37-39 
What will separate us from the love of Christ? 

  
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 
  
Brothers and sisters: If God is for us, who can be against us? He did not spare his own Son but handed 
him over for us all, will he not also give us everything else along with him? Who will bring a charge 
against God's chosen ones? It is God who acquits us. Who will condemn? It is Christ Jesus who died, 
rather, was raised, who also is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. What will separate 
us from the love of Christ? Will anguish, or distress or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
the sword? No, in all these things, we conquer overwhelmingly through him who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor present things, nor future things, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature will be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. The word of the Lord. 
  
  

Second Reading #4: Romans 14:7-9, 10c-12 
Whether we live or die, we are the Lord's. 

  
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 
  
Brothers and sisters: No one lives for oneself, and no one dies for oneself. For if we live, we live for the 
Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord's. For this is 
why Christ died and came to life, that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. Why then do 
you judge your brother? Or you, why do you look down on your brother? For we shall all stand before 
the judgment seat of God; for it is written: As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bend before me, and 
every tongue shall give praise to God. So then each of us shall give an accounting of himself to 
God. The word of the Lord. 
  
  

Second Reading #5: 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 (Long Version) 
So too in Christ shall all be brought to life. 

  
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 
  
Brothers and sisters: Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead came also through man. For just as in 
Adam all die, so too in Christ shall all be brought to life, but each one in proper order: Christ the 
firstfruits; then, at his coming, those who belong to Christ; then comes the end, when he hands over the 
Kingdom to his God and Father. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The 
last enemy to be destroyed is death, for "he subjected everything under his feet." But when it says that 
everything has been subjected, it is clear that it excludes the one who subjected everything to him. When 
everything is subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to the one who subjected 
everything to him, so that God may be all in all. The word of the Lord. 
  
  

 
 
 
 



Second Reading #5A: 1 Corinthians 15:20-23 (Short Version) 
So too in Christ shall all be brought to life. 

  
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 
  
Brothers and sisters: Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead came also through man. For 
just as in Adam all die, so too in Christ shall all be brought to life, but each one in proper order: Christ 
the first fruits; then, at his coming, those who belong to Christ. The word of the Lord. 
  
  

Second Reading #6: 2 Corinthians 4:14—5:1 
What is seen is transitory, but what is unseen is eternal. 

  
A reading from the second Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 
  
Brothers and sisters: Knowing that the One who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and 
place us with you in his presence. Everything indeed is for you, so that the grace bestowed in abundance 
on more and more people may cause the thanksgiving to overflow for the glory of God. Therefore, we 
are not discouraged; rather, although our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day 
by day. For this momentary light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
comparison, as we look not to what is seen but to what is unseen; for what is seen is transitory, but what 
is unseen is eternal. For we know that if our earthly dwelling, a tent, should be destroyed, we have a 
building from God, a dwelling not made with hands, eternal in heaven. The word of the Lord. 
  

Second Reading #7: 2 Corinthians 5:1, 6-10 
We have a building from God, eternal in heaven. 

  
A reading from the second Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 
  
Brothers and sisters: We know that if our earthly dwelling, a tent, should be destroyed, we have a 
building from God, a dwelling not made with hands, eternal in heaven. We are always courageous, 
although we know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, for we walk by 
faith, not by sight. Yet we are courageous, and we would rather leave the body and go home to the Lord. 
Therefore, we aspire to please him, whether we are at home or away. For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense, according to what he did in the body, 
whether good or evil. The word of the Lord. 
  
  

Second Reading #8: Philippians 3:20-21 
He will change our lowly bodies to conform to his glory. 

  
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians 
  
Brothers and sisters: Our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we also await a savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He will change our lowly body to conform with his glorified Body by the power that enables him 
also to bring all things into subjection to himself. The word of the Lord. 
  
  

 



Second Reading #9: Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Thus we shall always be with the Lord. 

  
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians 
  
We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, about those who have fallen asleep, so that you 
may not grieve like the rest, who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose, so too will 
God, through Jesus, bring with him those who have fallen asleep. Indeed, we tell you this, on the word 
of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will surely not precede 
those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself, with a word of command, with the voice of an 
archangel and with the trumpet of God, will come down from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise 
first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. Thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore, console one another with these words. 
The word of the Lord. 
  

Second Reading #10: 1 John 3:1-2 
We shall see him as he is. 

  
A reading from the first Letter of Saint John 
  
Beloved: See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be called the children of God. Yet so 
we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's 
children now; what we shall be has not yet been revealed. We do know that when it is revealed we shall 
be like him, for we shall see him as he is. The word of the Lord. 
  
  

Second Reading #11: Revelation 14:13 
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord. 

  
A reading from the Book of Revelation 
  
I, John, heard a voice from heaven say, "Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now 
on." "Yes," said the Spirit, "let them find rest from their labors, for their works accompany them." 
The word of the Lord. 
  

Second Reading #12: Revelation 21:1-5a, 6b-7 
There shall be no more death. 

  
A reading from the Book of Revelation 
  
I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth. The former heaven and the former earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more. I also saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold, 
God's dwelling is with the human race. He will dwell with them and they will be his people and God 
himself will always be with them as their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there shall 
be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, for the old order has passed away." The One who sat on 
the throne said, "Behold, I make all things new. "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 
end. To the thirsty I will give a gif from the spring of life-giving water. The victor will inherit these 
gifts, and I shall be his God, and he will be my son." The word of the Lord. 
  



Second Reading #13: Acts 10:34-43 (Long Version) 
He is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead. 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Peter proceeded to speak, saying: "In truth, I see that God shows no partiality. Rather, in every nation 
whoever fears him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him. You know the word that he sent to the 
children of Israel as he proclaimed peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all, what has happened all 
over Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached, how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power. He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by 
the Devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and 
in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree. This man God raised on the third day and 
granted that he be visible, not to all the people, but to us, the witnesses chosen by God in advance, who 
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commissioned us to preach to the people and 
testify that he is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets 
bear witness, that everyone who believes in him will receive forgiveness of sins through his name." The 
word of the Lord.

Second Reading #13A: Acts10:34-36, 42-43 (Short Version) 
He is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead. 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Peter proceeded to speak, saying: "In truth, I see that God shows no partiality. Rather, in every nation 
whoever fears him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him. You know the word that he sent to the 
children of Israel as he proclaimed peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all, He commissioned us 
to preach to the people and testify that he is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the 
dead. To him all the prophets bear witness, that everyone who believes in him will receive forgiveness 
of sins through his name."  The word of the Lord. 

Second Reading #14: Romans 5:17-21 
Where sin increased, grace overflowed all the more. 

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 

Brothers and sisters: If, by the transgression of the one, death came to reign through that one, how much 
more will those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of justification come to reign in life 
through the one Jesus Christ. In conclusion, just as through one transgression condemnation came upon 
all, so, through one righteous act, acquittal and life came to all. For just as through the disobedience of 
the one man the many were made sinners, so through the obedience of the one the many will be made 
righteous. The law entered in so that transgression might increase but, where sin increased, grace 
overflowed all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through justification for 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. The word of the Lord.   



Second Reading #15: Romans 8:14-23 
We also groan within ourselves as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 

Brothers and sisters: Those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive a 
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption, through which we cry, Abba, 
"Father!" The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then 
heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if only we suffer with him so that we may also be 
glorified with him. I consider that the sufferings of this present time are as nothing compared with the 
glory to be revealed for us. For creation awaits with eager expectation the revelation of the children of 
God; for creation was made subject to futility, not of its own accord but because of the one who 
subjected it, in hope that creation itself would be set free from slavery to corruption and share in the 
glorious freedom of the children of God. We know that all creation is groaning in labor pains even until 
now; and not only that, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, we also groan within 
ourselves as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. The word of the Lord. 

Second Reading #16: 1 Corinthians 15:51-57 
Death is swallowed up in victory. 

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 

Brothers and sisters: Behold, I tell you a mystery. We shall not all fall asleep, but we will all be changed, in an 
instant, in the blink of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For that which is corruptible must clothe itself with incorruptibility, 
and that which is mortal must clothe itself with immortality. And when this which is corruptible clothes itself 
with incorruptibility and this which is mortal clothes itself with immortality, then the word that is written shall 
come about: Death is swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your 
sting? The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. The word of the Lord. 

Second Reading #17: 2 Timothy 2:8-13 
If we have died with him, we shall also live with him. 

A reading from the second Letter of Saint Paul to Timothy 

Beloved: Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David: such is my Gospel, for 
which I am suffering, even to the point of chains, like a criminal. But the word of God is not chained. 
Therefore, I bear with everything for the sake of those who are chosen, so that they too may obtain the 
salvation that is in Christ Jesus, together with eternal glory. This saying is trustworthy: If we have died 
with him we shall also live with him; if we persevere we shall also reign with him. But if we deny him 
he will deny us. If we are unfaithful he remains faithful, for he cannot deny himself. The word of the 
Lord. 



Second Reading #18: 1 John 3:14-16 
We know that we have passed from death to life because we love our brothers. 

  
A reading from the first Letter of Saint John 
  
Beloved: We know that we have passed from death to life because we love our brothers. Whoever does 
not love remains in death. Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer 
has eternal life remaining in him. The way we came to know love was that he laid down his life for us; 
so we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. The word of the Lord. 
 



CHURCH OF ST. GREGORY THE GREAT 

GUIDELINES FOR FLOWERS AT THE FUNERAL LITURGY 

Flower arrangements are welcome at the Funeral Liturgy outside the Lenten season but 
not required. These may include one single arrangement in basket (placed in front of the 
ambo) or two matching arrangements (placed in front of the altar) and may be brought to 
the Funeral Liturgy by the funeral home or family. Floral decoration should always show 
moderation. During Advent flowers should be suited in color to the time of the year. 
Families are welcome to leave/take the arrangement/s at the conclusion of the Mass. 

With cremains, a family may bring one arrangement to place on the floor in front of the 
cremains table or a wreath to place around the urn. 

These guidelines are based on the following: 

The Order of Christian Funerals says: “Fresh flowers, used in moderation, can enhance 
the setting of the funeral rites.” But flowers during Lent are not permitted, as stated in the 
General Instruction of the Roman Missal No. 305: 

305. "Moderation should be observed in the decoration of the altar. During Advent the
floral decoration of the altar should be marked by a moderation suited to the character of
this time of year, without expressing in anticipation the full joy of the Nativity of the
Lord. During Lent it is forbidden for the altar to be decorated with flowers. Exceptions,
however, are Laetare Sunday (Fourth Sunday of Lent), Solemnities, and Feasts.
Floral decoration should always show moderation and be arranged around the altar rather
than on the altar table."



CHURCH OF ST. GREGORY THE GREAT 

GUIDELINES FOR WORDS OF REMEMBRANCE 

In the Catholic Church, we do not speak of “delivering a eulogy” but of offering “Words of 
Remembrance”. During the funeral liturgy, we pray for our deceased and commit them to God’s 
mercy. Of course, we remember the life of our loved ones during the funeral liturgy, but we do 
so specifically in the context of Faith – marking the end of the deceased journey, which began at 
the sacrament of Baptism. 

It is this context of faith that should govern all that is shared in the Words of Remembrance. The 
remembrance should also relate how the deceased lived his or her faith as a loving mother, 
father, daughter, son, wife or husband, friend, or other. 

Diocesan and Parish Guidelines specify that when delivered in the church: 

• Only one person may deliver a remembrance.
• All Words of Remembrance must be submitted in advance to the Lazarus Minister that is

assisting the family with the preparations for approval.
• The priest celebrating the Funeral Liturgy is the guardian of the sacred liturgy, and needs

to care for the integrity of the liturgy and the reputation of the deceased. He has the right
to edit or reject suggested “Words of Remembrance.”

• Remembrances must be language appropriate for church, and examples, stories and ideas
expressed should be respectful of the Church’s teaching. It should concentrate upon the
faith life of the loved one, highlighting his or her virtues and qualities: “reflecting on
manifestations of a loved one’s life of care and nurturing, of prayer and fidelity to the
sacraments, of service to Christ’s Church family, and of fidelity to relationships and
commitments made in faith.” Good taste and good humor are appropriate.

• This is not a time to quote scripture, to preach, instruct others in Christian living, or even
to offer formal prayers that are done by the celebrant of the Funeral Liturgy. It is not the
time to tell the person’s life history or to include what is already in the obituary.

• They must be no longer than 2 typewritten double spaced pages, 12 pt font and may be
enlarged for public reading if necessary, approximately 3 minutes in length.

• The remembrance will be delivered before the Final Commendation.
• The Lazarus Minister will print the final copy and have it ready for the speaker.

It is preferred that the family use the option to have a remembrance offered at the wake service, 
the graveside, or at the repast that often follows the funeral rites. Such a choice of venue could 
actually be a very special blessing for the bereaved family, as they could share stories, both 
humorous or deeply touching, in a setting conducive to broader participation and this does not 
need approval.  

We understand the pain of those who have recently suffered a loss and the need to reminisce 
about their loved one. We believe that by accepting the Church’s guidance on the distinctive 
nature and form of worship, we are maintaining the spiritual and liturgical integrity of the Mass 
in a way that respects God and your loved one. If you choose to offer the Words of 
Remembrance in church, we trust that you will honor and abide by these guidelines.  

Bishop O’Connell’s thoughts on Words of Remembrance: 
https://trentonmonitor.com/MobileContent/Features/Bereavement/Article/-If-We-Die-with-the-
Lord-We-Shall-Live-with-the-Lord-Reflections-on-the-Order-of-Christian-Funerals-/5/152/6963 



CHURCH OF ST. GREGORY THE GREAT 
FUNERAL PLANNING FORM 

Personal Information 

Name  _______________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address _________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Birth __________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Person ________________________________________________________________ 

            Phone # ____________________ Email ______________________________________ 

Vigil Service at Funeral Home 
Funeral Home (If selected)  ______________________________________________________ 

Viewing Options  ____ No Viewing  _____ Open Casket  _____ Closed Casket  _____ Cremains 

Viewing/Vigil Service with clergy in attendance ____Yes _____ No 

Funeral Mass or Funeral Service 
For Catholics, it is customary to celebrate a Funeral Mass if at all possible. 

_____ A Funeral Mass   _____ A Funeral Service outside Mass  

Pallbearers - You may wish to designate 6 individuals to carry your casket or let family decide. 

__________________________ __________________________ _________________________ 

__________________________ __________________________ _________________________ 

Placing of the Pall – Up to six family members may place the pall on the casket; otherwise it is 
placed by the funeral home. You may wish to designate individuals or leave it up to the family. 

__________________________ __________________________ _________________________ 

__________________________ __________________________ _________________________ 

Liturgy of the Word (Scripture Readings) – The approved options for the Scripture Readings 
with Guidelines are on our website. An adult family member, friend, or the Lazarus Minister 
may proclaim the readings. A binder will be at the ambo with the readings.  

1st Reading (Old Testament): Option # ________ Read by: ___________________________ 

1st Reading (Old Testament for Easter Season): Option # ______ Read by: ________________ 

2nd Reading (New Testament): Option # _______ Read by ___________________________  

Gospel Reading: Selected by the Presiding Priest and Read by the Deacon.  



Offertory (Preparation of the Gifts) – At the Funeral Mass, it is optional for family members 
to present the gifts of bread and wine. Up to 4 people may present the two gifts. 

________________________________       ________________________________ 

________________________________       ________________________________ 

Book of Remembrance – One family member will inscribe your name in this book following 
the Prayer After Communion. __________________________________________ 

Music Selections – Please see Guidelines on our website along with the list of approved hymns. 

Gathering Hymn: ____________________________________________________  

Responsorial Psalm: The Lord is My Shepherd (Used at all Funeral Liturgies) 

Offertory Hymn: _____________________________________________________  

Communion Hymn: __________________________________________________  

Song of Farewell: Song of Farewell by Ernest Sands (Used at all Funeral Liturgies) 

Recessional Hymn: ___________________________________________________  

Remarks of Remembrance – It is preferred that the family use the option to have a 
remembrance offered at the wake service, the graveside, or at the repast that often follows the 
funeral rites. Such a choice of venue could actually be a very special blessing for the bereaved 
family, as they could share stories, both humorous or deeply touching, in a setting conducive to 
broader participation and not need approval from the parish. If you choose to do Words of 
Remembrance at the Mass following the Signing of the Book of Remembrance, there are very 
specific guidelines found on our website concerning length, content, approval, and one person 
delivery.  

 _____ No Remarks ____ Wake  _____ Graveside _____ Repast _____ Funeral Mass 

Rite of Committal (Burial or Interment) 

When the body is cremated the Church requires that the cremated remains be laid to rest in a 
sacred place: buried in a grave, buried at sea or entombed in a mausoleum or columbarium. 
Cremated remains should never be stored at the home of a relative or friend or scattered.  

Cemetery: _________________________________________________________  

Type of Burial: _____ Burial Plot  _____ Mausoleum  _____ Columbarium 

Military Honors for a Veteran (Coordinated by Funeral Home)  _____Yes _____ No 

This funeral information is on file at the Church of St. Gregory the Great.  ____ Yes  ____ No 

Signature ___________________________________________ Date ____________________ 

Please attach a separate sheet with information you wish to share with the priest who will deliver 
the homily for your funeral. Bullet points are acceptable. Include: employment, organizations 
belonged to, family life, favorite things, achievements, talents, involvement in community and 
parish life, your faith life, special devotions and how you lived your life as an example of God's 
love. You may also want to think about your actual obituary. 
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