
Phone Directory 

Parish Office and Rectory .................... 216.252.2626 

Fax ...................................................... 216.252.6993 

Email ............................... church@svdpcleveland.org 

Pastor……………………..jpfeifer@svdpcleveland.org 

Website ................................. www.svdpcleveland.org 

 

Parish Staff 

Rev. John M. Pfeifer, Pastor 

Rev. Clyde K. Foster, Senior Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Kenneth Hill  

Mr. Gerry Mass, Mr. Caleb Tate - Music Ministry 

Mrs. Irene Smith, Administrative Assistant 

Ms. Virginia Hueter, Director of P.S.R. 

 

 

Liturgy Schedule 

Saturday 5:00 pm Vigil   

Sunday:  9:00 am 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 8:30 am 

Holy Day Vigil:  7:00 pm 

Holy Day:  8:30 am, and 7:00 pm 

Confessions: Saturday 3:30 - 4:30 pm or 
 any time by appointment 
 
Baptisms are Sundays at 1:00 pm.  Prior scheduling 
and Parent Preparation Class are required. 
 
 

Novena to the Sacred Heart is prayed every Friday 
after the 8:30 am Mass. 
 
 

Rosary is prayed at 8:05 am Monday-Wednesday- 
Friday. 
 
 

Eucharistic Adoration is held on Saturdays, 3:30 -
4:30 pm. 
 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy and Benediction is on the  
 First Sunday of the month at 3:00 pm. 

 
Marriages require a six month preparation period by 
Diocesan policy. Call one of the parish priests prior 
to setting a date.  

 
  Funerals: Arrangements are to be made at the 
  Parish Office before publication of the death notice. 
 
Ministry to those who are Sick or Shut-In  
Our Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can 
bring the Eucharist to those parishioners who are ill, 
recovering from a  hospital stay, shut-in, or otherwise 
unable to attend the Liturgies each Sunday.  Please 
call the Parish Office to be placed on the schedule. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is         
the process by which adults are brought into              
the Catholic Faith through the Sacraments of           
Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist.  The OCIA 
meets weekly from September through April.  Further 
information can be obtained by calling the Parish  
Office. 
 
New Parishioners are always welcome.  Please 
stop by the Parish Office to register at your earliest 
convenience.       

Saint Vincent de Paul 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

13400 LORAIN AVENUE    CLEVELAND OHIO 44111-3432 



 A SEASON OF HOPE 
     In this season of Advent, which is a time of 
waiting in which we prepare ourselves to wel-
come once again the comforting mystery of the In-
carnation and the light of Christmas, it is important to 
reflect on Christian hope. It is very important, be-
cause hope never disappoints. Optimism disap-
points, but hope does not! 
     We have such need, in these times that appear 
dark and in which we sometimes feel disoriented at 
the evil and violence that surrounds us and at the 
distress of so many of our brothers and sisters. We 
need hope! We feel disoriented and even rather dis-
couraged because we are powerless and it seems 
this darkness will never end. But we must not let 
hope abandon us, because God, with his love, walks 
with us. 
     Pope Francis 
ADVENT PRAYER 
God of compassion, be with us in these long and 
dark days as we await the birth of your son, Jesus. 
 
ADVENT COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICE 
The familiar figure of St. John the Baptist calls us to 
repent of our sins and make straight a highway for 
the Lord to live and work in our hearts and souls. 
What better way for that to happen than to celebrate 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation and Confession. 
Our Advent Communal Penance will be Monday, 
December 11th at 7:00pm at Our Lady of Angels 
Church. Multiple priests will be available for individ-
ual confessions. As we are in the Parish Year of the 
National Eucharistic Revival the Blessed Sacrament 
will be exposed during the evening as our source of 
strength, mercy and peace. We hope to see you 
there! 

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS 
 Support a Lifetime of Service 

  Women and men religious have spent their 
lives serving others in prayer, ministry, education 
and care for those in need usually for little or no pay. 
Today, their religious communities do not have 
enough retirement savings. As they age, they require 
essential care and medications. Please support them 
by giving to the Retirement Fund for Religious. Your 
donation makes a difference for nearly 25,000 senior 
men and women religious. Donation envelopes are 
available at the church doors and may be placed in 
the regular collection. Please give generously. 
 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

A Christmas Concert with the St. Vin-
cent de Paul Celebration Choir will be 
held on Sunday, December 17, 2023 
at 2:30pm in the church. Start your 
holiday season with a gift of Christ-
mas Music! All are welcome. 
 

DECORATING HELP NEEDED 
Volunteers are needed on Saturday, December 
23rd at 10:00am to help decorate the church for 
Christmas. For more info or if you are able to help, 
please contact Sandy Hill at 216-671-0675. This is a 
land line. No texting please. All are welcome. 
 
OPLATKI - TRADITIONAL CHRISTMAS WAFERS 
Are available at the east entrance of the church 
(candle area). As in the past, the requested donation 
will be $2.00 per envelope. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                                                           December 10, 2023   

  
 
MONDAY, December 11, Advent Weekday 
   8:30 am      (JP)   Barbara Klein 
                     
TUESDAY, December 12, Our Lady of Guadalupe 
    8:30 am               No Mass     
                                                         
WEDNESDAY, December 13, Saint Lucy 
    8:30 am      (CF)   Lukach & Miller Families 
      
THURSDAY, December 14, St. John of the Cross 
     8:30 am               No Mass 
 
                           

 
 

FRIDAY, December 15, Advent Weekday 
     8:30 am   (CF)      Wolschleger Family & Friends 
                                   Living & Deceased 
 
SATURDAY, December 16, Advent Weekday 
      5:00 pm   (JP)       Audrey (Anniv.) & John Emery 
  
 
SUNDAY, December 17, Third Sunday of Advent 
       9:00 am   (JP)       Amata Panateri & Lanza                                    
                                     Families 

                                      
                 

 



St. Vincent de Paul Church   Cleveland, Ohio 
 

Dear Parish Family, 
     For the past few months we’ve 
been diving deeper into what is said & 
done during the Mass. In today’s col-
umn, I wanted to look at something 

that isn’t said during the Mass, but that is still a very 
integral part of the Mass & that is silence. There are 
a lot of words & actions that constitute the Mass, but 
without silence also being incorporated into the 
Mass, we end up risking losing some of the meaning 
behind all those other words & actions that we’re do-
ing & saying. 
     Even outside the Mass itself, silence is a very im-
portant & necessary part of our lives. We live in a 
world filled with noise & activity, a very chaotic world 
& at times we need a break from the noise. At times 
we need to step away from it all in order to center 
ourselves & ponder the true meaning of things, in-
cluding our own lives. Sometimes we need to just be 
& allow the silence to help us to refresh & renew. In 
silence there’s nothing to distract us from the deeper 
questions of life, nowhere else to turn. The reality is 
that silence can be both rewarding & challenging. 
     In the Mass itself, there are several times where 
we are called to silence. We are called to silence as 
we are invited to ponder our sins in the Penitential 
Rite & as we prepare to pray the Opening Prayer & 
we recall the needs that we bring to God that day. 
After each reading there should also be a brief mo-
ment of silence to allow what we’ve just heard to sink 
in, that’s why I don’t get up right away after the sec-
ond reading to go over to proclaim the gospel. That 
brief moment of silence before any other music or 
words are proclaimed is an opportunity to hear God 
speaking to me, to us. After the Communion song 
we can also take a moment of silence to center our-
selves on the God who dwells within us. 
     But even before Mass begins, silence is an im-
portant part. A great way to prepare for Mass is to be 
silent. Yes, sometimes we rush in at the last minute, 
but that should be the exception rather than the 
norm. In order to prepare our hearts & minds to bet-
ter hear what God is saying to us, we might consider 
arriving a few minutes early to Mass & just being. 
That’s not to say that we shouldn’t say hi to anyone, 
or greet anyone, or ask anyone how they’re doing, 
but we shouldn’t do that right up to the moment 
when the Mass begins. We can greet each other, but 
then we should greet God, we should allow our-
selves to be silent, so that we can attune our hearts 
& minds to the great mystery that we’re about to 
celebrate.  
     Have a blessed week! 
     Fr. John 

 
MIRACULOUS IMAGE OF OUR LADY OF GUADA-
LUPE: The more than 450 
year-old image of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe is more than sim-
ply a picture...it’s a photo-
graph from heaven! It con-
tains symbols, in a sense hi-
eroglyphics or a story in pic-
tures—that reveal part of the 
message the Blessed Mother 
brought through Juan Diego 
to the Indians of Mexico and 
to all the people of the Americas. The symbols had a 
special meaning to the Indians, who because of their 
culture could decipher the code in the image. A flyer 
explaining the Miraculous Image is available on the 
media table at the east entrance of the church. 
    
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY FOOD PANTRY 
The Holidays are a critical time for our Food Pantry, 
which continues to be overwhelmed with pleas for 
assistance from the poor and unemployed people in 
our parish community. We extend heartfelt thanks to 
our parishioners who generously make a difference 
for the families we serve. 
Please help our parish Food Pantry prepare for 
Christmas by donating the following food items: 
 *  Canned Sweet Potatoes 
 *  Jam 
 *  White Rice                       *  Hot Chocolate 
 *  Egg Noodles                    *  Marc’s Holiday 
 *  Boxed Stuffing                   Shopping Bags 
 *  Cranberry Sauce 
 *  Instant Potatoes 
 *  Turkey Gravy 
 *  Canned Carrots 
Items may be placed in the designated bins located 
at the church entrances or dropped off at the parish 
Rectory. 
 
Offertory for November 12, 2023:  $3799.12 
Maintenance: $278.00; Votive Lights: $8.00 
All Souls: $136.00; All  Saints: $88.00 
SVDP Society: $150.00; Assessment: $217.00 
Immaculate Conception: $10.00; Christmas: $10.00 
Human Development: $60.00           $4756.12 Total 
 
Offertory for November 19, 2023:  $2040.00 
All Souls:  $35.00 
Assessment:  $22.00 
Votive Lights:  $6.00 
Human Development:  $331.00         $2434.00 Total 
        
Thank you for your generous support! 
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24 HOUR 24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY EMERGENCY 

SERVICESERVICE

HEATING & COOLING
SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION

Furnaces - Air Conditioners - Boilers
Air Cleaners - Hot Water Heaters

13729 Madison Ave., Lakewood, OH
Phone 216-221-0310

PIANO LESSONSPIANO LESSONS  
with Debbie Zeller

910-736-1932910-736-1932 (I’m local)
debbiezeller51@gmail.com

Cleveland & West Suburbs
All Ages - Beginner to Intermediate

Available for Parties!

For All Your Flooring Needs!
Family Owned and Operated Since 1985

3580 West 140th St.

Cleveland, OH 44111

216.640.5000
www.clevelandfloorking.com

CORRCORRIGAN CRACIUN  IGAN CRACIUN  
FUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOME

14768 Lorain Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44111

20820 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126

216-251-7000
• Pre-Arrangement Programs Available

• Serving Western Cleveland for over 60 Years

• Complete Funeral Arrangements

WIEMELS-HIROS PLUMBING CO.
SERVING WESTERN CUYAHOGA COUNTY SINCE 1940

Home Repair Specialists
Plumbing • Sewer • Water • Gas

 16419 LORAIN AVENUE 216-251-3283

LIC.# 19482
LIC.# 26607


