
 
Saturday Vigil – 5:00  
Brazilian Mass – 7:30  

 

Sunday – 7:30, 9:00 Children’s Liturgy and  
10:30 a.m. with Adult Choir and 12:00 N  

Spanish Mass – 5:00 p.m.  
Brazilian Mass –  

 
Monday through Saturday - 7:30 a.m.  
Monday through Friday -12:10 

 

 
 
OF 

 

Saturday - 3:30 to 4:30  
and by 

OF  
 

Couples planning to be married must begin to make 
arrangements at least 8 months prior to  wedding 
date by contacting the  

 
OF  

 

Attendance at pre-Baptism class is required prior to the 
Baptism of the first child. Classes are held on  sec-
ond Sunday of the month at 1:15 p.m. in the Rectory. 
Please pre-register by  203-743-2707.  Baptisms 
in English are on the first and third Sundays of the 
month at 1:15 p.m.   

 
 

PASTORAL 
 

Rev. Gregg D. Mecca, Pastor 
 
 

Rev. David J. Riley, In Residence 
 

PARISH  
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. - MONDAY Y 

104 Main 
 

B

Phone: 203-743-2707 
Email Address  - ff  

Website - www  
 

MUSIC MINISTER

Dr. Glen Segger, gsegger@stpeterdanb.org 
 

of Parish Council – Fred Visconti – 203-744-2311 
of Finance – Arthur Mannion - 203-733-0183 

 

LATINO COMMUNITY 
 

 
 

Bautizos—Cuartos Domingos de cada Mes. Contacten con 
Ana Espìnal para el formulario y la información sobre la 
clase pre-bautismal.   Se celebra el sacramento de bautismo 
dos veces al mes: el primer domingo del mes a las 3 y el 
cuatro domingo a la 1:15. 
Confesiones—Domingos a las 4:00 p.m. 
Horario de Oficina—De Lunes a Viernes, de 1:30 p.m. a 
3:30 p.m. En español pregunten por Ana Espinal. 

 

SAINT PETER SCHOOL  
Mary Lou Torre — Principal - 203-748-2895 

StPeterSchooldanbury.org 
 

EDUCATION AND  
Barbara Siano—Director of Religious Education K - 8 

203-743-1048 or spreligioused@stpeterdanb.org 
 

 

 

Third Sunday in Lent 

 

Woman at the Well 



ST. PETER P S C  

11  SAT        5:00   PM      †      Vito Bucci 
                    7:30  PM      Brazilian Mass 
12  SUN        7:30  AM       †     Sweet and Gillotte Families 
   9:00  AM        Our Parishioners 
                    10:30  AM       †   Joan Ginty 
                    12:00    N        †      Lota Dee Keakin 
 5:00  PM       Spanish Mass 
 7:30  PM  Brazilian Mass 
13  MON     7:30  AM       †      Jim Lynch 
 12:10   N        †   Kevin Colvin 
14  TUE       7:30 AM        †     Bob Talarico 
            12:10    N        †     Peter A. Herger and 
        Josephine and Francis Paola 
15  WED         7:30 AM      †      Adele Colatorti 
          12:10    N       †      Nettie Mecca 
16  THU       7:30  AM       † Dorothy and Joe Prusak 
     12:10   N        † Jerry Filipowicz 
17 FRI     St. Patrick, Bishop   
      7:30 AM       †     Dr. Thomas Draper  
       12:10    N       †     Immac Thampoe 
18   SAT  St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 
      7:30 AM       †    Souls in Purgatory 
     5:00  PM       † James P. McCaffery 
                     7:30  PM  Brazilian Mass 
19  SUN      7:30  AM      †  Mary Ellen Cesca 
        9:00  AM              Our  Par ishioners 
                    10:30  AM       † George Lukchis 
                    12:00     N              Special Intention       
  5:00   PM       Spanish Mass 
 7:30   PM          Brazilian Mass 

On the weekend, if the intention of the Mass is yours, 
please see an usher about bringing up the gifts. 

 
 

MARCH 

 

KINDLY REMEMBER THE SICK OF THE PARISH 
Daniel Alvarez  Dorothy Bennett  Richard Baris  Richard Botelho    

Ray Condon   Nubia Dekker   Jerry Dejulia   Elizabeth Ianelli     
Joseph Kasinskas   Teddy Marchione    Christopher McLaughlin   
Samantha Miller   Ann Moffa   Erick Neil   Sister Clare Nguyen 
Anthony Pelle, Jr.   Robert Soares   Sr. Mary Bernard Wiecezak 

 

The Sanctuary Lamp Burns 
 

In Memory of 
 

Robert Talarico 

 

We offer our condolences to the families of 
Father Thomas Elliott 

George Bochanski 
Fiorino and Thereza Magnifico 

who passed away last week. 

 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING—March 5, 2023.............…..$   8,632 
Online Giving—March 5, 2023…...………..….….......$    2,084 
Our weekly goal ……………………………………….$ 10,500 
 

Thank you for your support.              Father Mecca 

 

 
 
Having at the outset no plan in mind for 
any particular thread for my column this 

Lenten season, I seem to have fallen into a pattern over the 
last two weeks discussing the scripture readings.  So, I 
thought today I would extend the thread.  We talked about 
how the readings on the first two Sundays of this important 
season are the same for each cycle.  I say the same because 
the Old Testament reading and the Gospel are about the 
same incidents, however, the passages are different and the 
Gospels come from different evangelists.  On the Third 
Sunday the readings diverge, and in cycle A we listen to 
three great accounts from the Gospel of St. John.  Today is 
the extraordinary account of Jesus’ encounter with the 
woman at the well. 
 So much can be said about this encounter, but 
what is most important for us to understand is how Jesus is 
offering each and every daughter and son of God his—
their—shared Spirit which gives and sustains our lives.  
Water is absolutely essential for life.  It’s dry in Palestine.  
Water is a precious commodity.  It’s dry in California and 
in other western states and there is not enough water for 
the urban areas and farmland.  Water from the Colorado 
River is rationed among the states it feeds.  (I am outside 
of Austin, Texas as I write, and the highway north from the 
airport to the town of Lago Vista where my friend lives 
crosses the Colorado.  It is not an imposing river here.)  
We experienced a very dry summer last year.  We went 
about three months without any significant rain.  Our 
lawns browned, and to keep our flowers and vegetables 
alive we had to use the tap, and that eventually became 
restricted.  Jesus uses the occasion of drawing water to sus-
tain life to demonstrate that we require His Spirit for our 
spiritual lives.  Afterall, we are not only physical beings 
like the rest of the animal kingdom.  Without His Spirit we 
don’t flourish.  We drink from His Spirit in the sacraments.  
We are stubborn and foolish to think otherwise.  Lent re-
minds us of this Truth.  Like the woman at the well, we say 
to the Lord with full understanding “Give me this water to 
drink.” 
 I have not brought up the annual Bishop’s Appeal 
since the last weekend of January when the kickoff took 
place.  For a week or two, I asked parishioners randomly if 
they received their mailing at home because I had not.  It 
seemed that the letters and pledge cards didn’t go out quite 
as immediately as I thought they would after the official 
start of the campaign.  My mailing came well after other 
parishioners received theirs.  I will now begin to pass on 
our progress as this past week the Development Office sent 
out its first report.  Six weeks into the campaign, 50 of us 
have returned pledges and/or gifts amounting to $13,078  



THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

***RELIGIOUS EDUCATION*** 
 

REGISTRATION 2023/2024- There have been numerous 
inquiries about registration for the next religious education 
school year. While the enthusiasm to register is exciting we 
are challenged to provide the classes needed to accept eve-
ryone. However, like all religious education programs we 
operate with kindhearted, dedicated volunteers. We need 
your help to provide the number of classes to ensure that 
everyone who comes to us for instruction has a space. Cur-
rently, we need Catechists and Assistant Catechists for eve-
ry level but especially for First Communion One classes. 
We cannot register any students unless we have classes with 
a Catechist and an Assistant Catechist to teach. Please be 
aware that students already in our program will register 
first, then students of registered parishioners and students 
from neighboring parishes if we have space.   
 

INSCRIPCIÓN 2023/2024- Ha habido numerosas pregun-
tas sobre la inscripción para el próximo año escolar de edu-
cación religiosa. Mientras que el entusiasmo para inscribir-
se es emocionante, tenemos el reto de proporcionar  

supportive relationships they experience are reflections of 
the love and life-giving dynamic of the Trinity.  As a com-
munity we celebrate our successes and achievements.  We 
share grief and downfalls.  We unite together in solidarity 
and even challenge each other to become better reflections 
of the divine.  We are made for community."  (Source:  Ten 
Reasons Why Catholic Schools Still Matter - Alliance for 
Catholic Education) As I sit here writing, I am observing 
how a typical morning at our school unfolds: Students stop-
ping by to collect stickers from our secretary to help get 
their day off to a strong start, others offering a cheery good 
morning and chatting with friends as they skip down the 
hall to get their breakfast, parents dropping in to meet with 
office staff or the nurse about important business, teachers 
happily conversing together as they make copies... This is 
our community, and all of these simple yet powerful mo-
ments allow us to grow together to celebrate the highs and 
face the lows that come our way throughout the year.  What 
binds us together and unites us is the love of Jesus. 
 

We are excitedly looking forward to having Bishop Cag-
giano celebrate Mass with St. Peter School on March 
10.  More to follow next week...  
 

Our Read-A-Thon fundraiser is well underway at the 
school. So far we have raised $2,765 and our students have 
read 22,709 minutes all together.   
 

"Fasting makes sense if it really chips away at our security 
and, as a consequence, benefits someone else, if it helps us 
cultivate the style of the good Samaritan, who bent down to 
his brother in need and took care of him." — Pope Francis 
 

—-Mrs. Mary Lou Torre, Principal 

***SAINT PETER SCHOOL NEWS*** 
 

For more information about registering your 
child at St. Peter School, please contact mcor-
rea@spsdanbury.org or mtorre@spsdanbury.org 
or call the school office @ 203-748-2895 

 

The Value of Relationships as a Reflection of the Divine... 
This week we look at another reason from Rev. Nuzzi 
about why Catholic Schools still hold an important place in 
this world.  "Catholic school students learn to experience 
God's grace and presence in their lives through their rela-
tionships with family, friends and teachers.  The loving and  

which is 22.55% of our goal of $58,000.  That’s fantastic!  
The report was a reminder to me to not let my pledge card 
languish on my desk, but to fill it out and send it in.  Let’s 
all do the same.  What is my motto with the Annual Ap-
peal?  No gift is too small.  Thank you for the concern you 
have for the diocesan church and the good works it does in 
our collective name for our parishes, schools, and all who 
turn to the Church for assistance. 
 This past Friday, Bishop Caggiano made his pasto-
ral visit to St. Peter School—his first—to celebrate Mass 
with the students.  I will let you know how it went and 
what else, if anything the Bishop did while here.  The Prin-
cipal, teachers, and I are pleased with the students’ level of 
participation in the Mass responses.  Each child has a little 
missal of her or his own to follow, and I think that intro-
duction has helped make their responses stronger.  As, I 
said, I’ll let you know! 

—-Fr. Mecca 

 
One In Christ – The 2023 Bishop’s Appeal 

Your gifts at work 

The Institute for Catholic Formation supports parish and 
school sacramental and catechetical programs that provide 
religious formation for children ages 5 – 13 and their fam-
ilies. This is accomplished through days of formation, par-
ish visits, program assessments and ongoing consultation 
of catechetical programs from development to implemen-
tation. Your gift to the Bishop’s Appeal supports the Insti-
tute’s efforts to reach children and adolescents in their 
journey to know Christ. 
  
Thank you for your support. 
  
To make a gift, or for more information, please visit us at 
2023BishopsAppeal.org, call (203) 416-1470 or scan with 

your phone. 
  



MARCH 12, 2023 

 

Musical Note—- 
 
Last Lent we introduced a new hymn: “My 
Song Is Love Unknown.” The poem was 
composed by Samuel Crossman in 1664, and speaks of the 
Love Christ has for us in his incarnation, ministry, passion, 
death, and burial. In 1918, John Ireland set this beautiful 
text to an equally beautiful tune called “Love Unknown.” 
This hymn unfortunately is not part of our hymnal, so you 
will need to pick up a copy at the back of the church. Be-
cause the text is so fitting for the Lenten season, we will try 
to sing this this hymn a few more times before Easter. 

—-Glen Segger, Music Minister 

 

St. Edward the Confessor Lenten Reflection—-Father 
Edward Enright, O.S.A., an Associate Professor of Merri-
mack College, will be the speaker on Wednesday, March 
29.  Adoration begins at 6:00 p.m.  
 

Community Concerns Committee—- 
 
 

   DO YOU LIKE TO COOK ? 
 

St. Peter Church currently provides meals for Dorothy Day 
House to distribute at their door to poor working families 
and to also send to the shelter that Pacific House is current-
ly operating for the homeless of Danbury. We are commit-
ted to providing these meals on the first and fourth Sunday 
of each month. 
The demand has been increasing as inflation has been ris-
ing.  We find that we could use more hands to help with 
this ministry. If you would like to cook a tray of food once 
a month or even twice a month, this could help tremen-
dously. Examples of what are currently provided are trays 
of chicken, meat loaf, sausage and peppers, mashed or 
roasted potato, rice and beans, vegetables of any variety, 
green salad etc. There is no particular request- just any-
thing you might cook at home for your family. The only 
item excluded is pasta- so much already comes in ! 
The first and fourth Sunday, we ask that you bring your 
donation to the parking lot at the church at 11:30 a.m. We 
will gather the food and transport it to the Dorothy Day 
House. If you feel that you are being called to this ministry 
to serve Jesus in the guise of the needy, please call Chris-
tine  at 203-525-2607.  

las clases necesarias para aceptar a todos. Sin embargo, co-
mo todos los programas de educación religiosa funciona-
mos con voluntarios de buen corazón y dedicados. Necesi-
tamos su ayuda para proporcionar el número de clases para 
asegurar que todos los que vienen a nosotros para la instruc-
ción tenga un espacio. Actualmente necesitamos Catequis-
tas y Asistentes de Catequistas para todos los niveles pero 
especialmente para las clases de Primera Comunión. No 
podemos inscribir a ningún alumno a menos que tengamos 
clases con un Catequista y un Asistente de Catequista para 
enseñar. Por favor tengan en cuenta que los estudiantes que 
ya están en nuestro programa se inscribirán primero, luego 
los estudiantes de los feligreses inscritos y los estudiantes 
de las parroquias vecinas si disponemos de espacio.   
 
 

March 
11—First Reconciliation (Primera reconciliacion) 
12—Lesson 18 
19—Lesson 19 
26—Lesson 20       —-Barbara Siano, DRE 

 

DECREE 
 

+In the name of Our Savior Jesus Christ, Amen. 
 

In accord with the immemorial practice of the church, the 
Code of Canon Law and the directives of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, all Catholics who com-
pleted fourteenth year and are not yet sixty years old are 
required to abstain from meat on Fridays during Lent.  This 
rule can be dispensed in cases of certain medical conditions 
or very unusual situations.  None-the-less, the season of 
Lent calls all of us to practice penance in various forms, to 
pray and to be particularly mindful of the needs of the poor. 
 

Respecting long standing tradition of celebration the com-
memoration of Saint Patrick, and after the prayerful consid-
eration, and proper consultation, I, Frank J. Caggiano, the 
Fifth Bishop of Bridgeport grant dispensation from absti-
nence from meat on Friday, March 17, 2023 on the follow-
ing conditions: 
 1.  General moderation in food and drink should be 
observed during Lent.  
 2.  Those who choose to eat meat on Saint Patrick’s 
Day, are asked to substitute the practice of abstinence of 
that Friday with abstinence from meat on another day of 
Lent that is not a Friday, or another equally penitential 
practice. 
 

Given at Bridgeport on the first day of March, in the Year 
of Our Lord 2023. 
 

Most Reverend Frank J. Caggiano 
Bishop of Bridgeport 
 



MARCH 12, 2023 

     LENTEN 
     ALMSGIVING 

 
   Weekend       Item Requested 
   Mar. 19    Coffee and Sugar 
   Mar. 26    Size 1 and 6 Diapers      
       Baby Wipes & Diaper  Cream 
   Apr.   2  Paper Towels & Toilet Paper      
   

 

LENTEN REGULATIONS 
 

The Church gives us the following regulations for 
Lent:*Fasting and Abstinence on Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday are required for those 18 to 60 years of age. 
*Abstinence from meat is required on ALL Fridays dur-
ing Lent for all those 14 years of age and older. 
Fasting is defined as eating, during the day, only one full 
meal and two light meatless meals.  Eating between 
meals is not permitted, although liquids are permitted. 
Abstinence is not eating meat at all during the entire day.  
Illness exempts one from these regulations. 

Soup and Stations 
 

Come to the Parish Hall each Fri-
day in Lent at 6:00 p.m.   
 

A video “A Walk with St. Patrick” will be 
presented by Deborah Hocking. 

 

Enjoy a bowl of soup and a 
Lenten message prior to the 
Stations at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Stations of the Cross 
Every Friday in Lent at 7:00 p.m. 

 

St. Mary Parish, Ridgefield, Ct 
Disciples 4 Life Adult Retreat 

Friday, March 24—Sunday March 26 
Seton-Neumann Center, Danbury, CT 

Please contact Marily Kain at Kainma56@gmail.com or 
(203) 994-7808 for more information or with questions.  
Reservations on a first-come, first served basis. 

 

St. Peter Men’s Society  
Invites you to a Coffee Hour  

Sunday, March 19, 2023  
in the Parish’s Hall 

after the 7:30 and 9:00 a.m. Masses 
 

There is no charge to attend.  Just come down and 
meet new and old friends after Sunday morning Mass. 

 

Easter Cards 

 
Looking for the perfect Easter 
Gi ?  A Mass card for the 
living.  The 12:00 Noon Mass 
on Easter Sunday will be for 
those living men oned in the 
Easter Card. 

For a $5.00 dona on.  


