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Show Your Love for
‘The LiTTLe fLower’

A bright, colorful way to 
display your faith and to welcome 
Saint Therese into your life! 

	 Open your heart to this beloved
Carmelite Saint with a one-of-a-kind
Glass Bead Saint Therese Relic Bracelet.

	 Makes a wonderful
gift! Request a Glass 
Bead Saint Therese 
Relic Bracelet today 
with a gift of $12 or 
more in support of 
the Carmelite Friars. 

Carmelite Friars • National Shrine of Our Lady of Mount CarmelTM

P.O. Box 868 • Carmelite Drive • Middletown, NY 10940-0868 • (845) 344-0876
(Calling Hours:  8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. EST Mon.-Fri.) • www.carmelitedevelopment.org/ads.php

	 Please send me a FREE Blessed Scapular.

	 My check is enclosed made out to the Carmelite Friars.

	 Please charge my gift of $________ to my:					 											

	 Acct. no.		__________ - __________ - __________ - __________ Exp. date ______ /______	 	

	 Signature _______________________________________________________________________

Name ______________________________________________________________________________				

Address		____________________________________________________________________________

City _______________________________________ State _______________ Zip _________________

Phone (_______)_________________________ Email ______________________________________

Please allow 3-6 weeks for delivery of items. Your gift is tax deductible to the extent of the law.

q YES… I want Saint Therese in my life! Please send me ____ Glass Bead Relic Bracelet(s).
	 	 I have enclosed a gift of $______ in support of Carmelite ministries. (The suggested 
  donation is $12 for each Bracelet requested.)

(please print)

SHM-TH09

Saint Therese 
of Lisieux

Please Note:  You must check boxes to receive items.

‘The LiTTL
A bright, colorful way to 
display your faith and to welcome 
Saint Therese

Elastic design for flexible fit.

Blessed by the Carmelite Friars.

Made in Italy.

Heart-shaped beads of Murano glass in various vibrant colors.

Pewter Saint Therese medal contains a piece
	 	 of cloth touched to a relic of the“Little Flower.”



The	Catholic	Daughters	of	the	Americas	 1

National Regent’s Message

AbouttheCover
Our Lady of Fatima in Portugal continues

to draw faithful pilgrims. For more on the

mysteries of Fatima, please turn to page 4.
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Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas strives to embrace 

the principle of faith working 

through love in the promotion 

of justice, equality, and the 

advancement of human rights 

and human dignity for all.

Renewed Dedication for a New Season
My dear sisters in Christ,

 With the approaching fall season some of us are looking forward to seeing Mother 
Nature’s vibrant new color palette. What a treat this will be as she has been very 
unpredictable this year. While New York is getting too much rain, South Texas is 
bone dry. Hopefully the fall season with its nip in the air will provide us with both a 
seasonal and spiritual renewal. 
 I hope that you have had a relaxing summer and are now energized about sharing 
your talents and enthusiasm with your Catholic Daughters of the Americas courts. 
We look for the beginning of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas activities to 
start up again. The Campus Court members are getting back to the universities and 
activities are beginning to take place there also. 
 While you have hopefully been having a little rest this summer, your national and 
state offi cers have been busy. The fi rst draft of the procedure handbook was presented to the state offi cers at the State Of-
fi cers’ Conference in Belleville, Illinois. It was accepted very well and we are going to continue refi ning it so that, at the 
end, you will have a very usable document.
 This year we opened the conference to all the state offi cers. Many states had asked us to do this and we were able to fulfi ll 
their request. We were happy to welcome representatives from almost all states where we have CDA state courts as well as 
one territorial court. The offi cers went home with so much material to share with you. Many states are already having their 
organizational meetings and workshops. When these workshops take place please attend them so you can be up to date 
with the procedures of CDA. 
 We were so pleased to have several state chaplains attend the State Offi cers’ Conference. Those attending were Rev. Don-
ald Ruppert, national clergy consultant and Texas state chaplain, Rev. Michael Schommer, North Dakota state chaplain, 
Rev. Abran Tadeo, Arizona state chaplain, and Rev. Anthony Espinosa, Nebraska state chaplain. We thank these wonderful 
men for their dedication to the Catholic Daughters of the Americas and their states. Our state and local chaplains are very 
important to our courts. 
 His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI has declared June 19, 2009 to June 19, 2010 as the “Year of the Priests.” The year will 
conclude in Rome with an international gathering of priests with the Holy Father. His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI has 
declared St. John Vianney the Universal Patron of Priests on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of his death.
 On the CDA website you will fi nd prayers approved by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). I urge you 
to pray these prayers every day and also at your court meetings. Please pray for our priests that they might always be faithful 
to their sacred calling.

National Regent Libby Ramirez

continued on page 9
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National Chaplain’s Message

Delving into the Mystery of Fatima

Dear Catholic Daughters, 

 In keeping with the title of our publication, I thought I would “share” with 
you what has been some of my reading material these days. Surely some of you are, 
as am I, fans of mystery stories. I am currently reading – actually, re-reading – a work 
not unlike a mystery story. Its title is The Last Secret of Fatima, and the authors are 
Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, now the Holy See’s secretary of state, and an Italian jour-
nalist named Giuseppe de Carli. Published in English in 2008, the work’s foreword 
is penned by none other than Pope Benedict XVI.
 True, in part at least, to its title (it is, in a way, a somewhat disjointed composi-
tion), the book is indeed about the so-called last secret of Fatima. It relates in part the 
personal dealings of Cardinal Bertone, beginning while he was still secretary of the Con-
gregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, with Sister Lucia, the last visionary of Fatima.
 As many will recall, the story of Fatima begins with apparitions, along with messages or “secrets,” of the Blessed Virgin, 
beginning in 1917, to three peasant children, Lucia dos Santos and her two cousins Francisco Marto and Jacinta Marto. Francisco 
and Jacinta, brother and sister, died in 1919 and 1920 respectively. They were beatified in Fatima on May 13, 2000, by Pope John 
Paul II. Lucia, the oldest of the children, lived to the age of 97. A Carmelite nun, she died in 2005, after having related to popes 
and to Cardinal Bertone the messages/secrets she says were given her by the Blessed Virgin.
 The “mystery” of the Fatima secrets is complicated by the fact that there are some who insist that the whole truth 
has not yet been told, contrary to Cardinal Bertone’s account. Just recently, for instance, I came across a publication (and 
there are others like it) wherein it is asserted that “there is another document of the Third Secret containing the actual 
words of Our Lady. So far, the Vatican is still hiding this text while claiming that all is released.” I myself am putting my 
faith in Cardinal Bertone’s account, thinking the while that there is something in the human psyche that prefers intrigue 
to facts that seem more ordinary. Regardless of which side one chooses, The Last Secret of Fatima is a pretty good read 
and more interesting than some of the mystery novels I have perused over the years. It’s also, in fact, a bit of a positive 
spiritual experience.
 One of the more delightful aspects of the book is its depiction of the person of Sister Lucia herself. She appears as 
a remarkable individual, “simple” not in the sense that she is shallow or uncomprehending, but instead honest, straight-
forward, and possessed of considerable common sense. Not highly schooled, she is nonetheless quite intelligent; and she is 
very deeply spiritual. Sister Lucia is very human, too. She is described at age 95 as “a likeable old chatterbox,” whom one 
cannot but smile at and admire. If I were a betting person, I would lay money on her eventual canonization, and a very 
refreshing saint she would be. The bottom line: you would probably enjoy the book, at least the first half or so which deals 
with the Fatima event.
 Since this column is about reading material (of all things), I will mention an immensely helpful book that just 
arrived. Its title is Catholic Health Care Ethics. A Manual for Practitioners, published by the National Catholic Bioethics 
Center. It is quite a treasure trove of informed discussion on a number of medical-moral topics, and recently I have had 
occasion to refer several persons concerned about inoculating their school-age children to the chapter on “Vaccination 
Refusals.” For anyone searching for up-to-date information on a broad spectrum of current medical-moral issues, I would 
certainly recommend Catholic Health Care Ethics.
 Finally, as the Church observes the beginning of the “Year for Priests,” as announced by Pope Benedict XVI, I re-
cently prayed the Liturgy of the Hours for the feast of St. John Vianney, the patron of parish priests. John Vianney seems 
to me to be somewhat of a male counterpart to Sister Lucia dos Santos. Living from the late eighteenth century well into 
the nineteenth, he was apparently a relatively simple and uncomplicated person who had a strong sense of God’s presence. 
He had perhaps an even stronger commitment to performing faithfully his duties as the pastor of a rather dismal, out of 
the way parish in the countryside of France.
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continued on page 10

Most Rev. David E. Fellhauer



Donate online: www.smiletrain.org or call: 800-932-9541
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Durgap, 5 years, India Funmi, 8 years, Nigeria Salazar, 5years, Philippines

Each Of These Kids Needs Somebody 
Who Cares Enough To Send $250. Once. 

A Healthy Diet During Pregnancy Can Help Prevent Birth Defects And Clefts. Diet is an important part of pregnancy. Eat a healthy diet that contains lots of fruits and vegetables and foods fortified with folic acid. According
to the U.S. Government, women who plan to have a child should be sure to take sufficient levels of folic acid (400 micrograms per day) during pregnancy to help prevent neural tube defects and reduce the risk for cleft lip and
palate. When folic acid is taken one month before conception and throughout the first trimester, it has been proven to reduce the risk for neural tube defects by 50 to 70 per cent. Be sure to receive proper prenatal care, quit
smoking, and follow your health care provider’s guidelines for foods to avoid during pregnancy. Foods to avoid may include raw or undercooked seafood, beef, pork or poultry; delicatessen meats; fish that contain high levels of
mercury; smoked seafood; fish exposed to industrial pollutants; raw shellfish or eggs; soft cheeses; unpasteurized milk; pâté; caffeine; alcohol; and unwashed vegetables. For more information, visit www.SmileTrain.org. 
The Smile Train is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit recognized by the IRS, and all donations to The Smile Train are tax-deductible in accordance with IRS regulations. © 2009 The Smile Train.

Smile Train provides free cleft 
surgery which takes as little as 45
minutes and costs as little as $250.

It gives desperate children not just
a new smile—but a new life.

You can provide free treatment for children with clefts and other problems.

Mr./Mrs./Ms.                                                                                                 
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City State                      Zip                        

Telephone                                                            eMail 

Credit Card:  r Visa    r MasterCard    r AMEX    rDiscover

Account No.                                                                                                               Exp. Date

Signature 

rMy check is enclosed. SmileTrain-Dept. Mag.
P.O. Box 96211

Washington, DC 20090-6211

r $250 Surgery.    r $125 Half surgery.    r $50 Medications. r $ 
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“...one of the most 
productive charities—

dollar for deed— 
in the world.”

—The New York Times
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From The Editor’s Desk

Casting Cares Where Cares Belong

Does it ever seem to you that the cares and troubles of this life multiply 
exponentially? 

 As if an economic recession were not enough, a new viral threat has surfaced: 
swine flu, or the H1N1 virus. Now there are concerns that this virus may surge anew 
this fall and winter during the traditional influenza season. Suddenly new fears seem 
to predominate in our world of flux. Added to questions such as “Will I lose my job?” 
and “Will I lose my house?” and “Will I be able to retire?” are others such as “Should I 
avoid crowded places this fall?” and “Should I wear a mask when I ride the bus or shop 
for groceries?” Troubles can come out of nowhere – and fast. I was riding on the Metro 
subway in Washington, D.C., last June when a horrific crash ahead of me on the red 
line claimed the lives of nine innocent people and injured more than 70 others.
 Cares and worries are part of the human condition. The kind of worries 
we have may change with the times, but the fact of them does not. We cannot 
avoid cares, just as those who lived in Jesus’ day could not avoid them. As the African-American spiritual so plain-
tively puts it, “Nobody knows the trouble I’ve seen. Nobody knows the trouble but Jesus.”
 Certainly we do the best we can to cope with earthly cares in responsible ways. We work hard, try to pay our 
bills on time, wash our hands after being in public places and stay home when we’re sick. But ultimately there isn’t 
much we can do about these troubles except cast them on the One who came to earth to shoulder them. Jesus asks 
us to let Him take up our cares and place our trust in Him.
 Most often very specific in His teachings, Jesus compares Himself to a dedicated shepherd who will put his life 
on the line to protect his fearful and restless sheep (us) from the ravenous wolf. “I am the good shepherd,” He says 
(John 10:11). “The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” The hired hand, in contrast, runs away when he 
sees the wolf, leaving the sheep scattered, panicky, vulnerable and defenseless. The hired hand works for wages only. 
The good shepherd loves his sheep with a transcendent love that has nothing to do with money. The good shepherd 
is a stalwart beacon of protection in a threatening world full of wolves of all sizes, shapes and permutations.
 What does it mean to be a much-loved sheep in Jesus’ fold? It means that when we see the wolves – earthly 
troubles – heading our way, we do not need to be at their mercy and become their victims. We do not need to feel 
helpless, like sheep which have no good shepherd. We can turn to the One who loves and protects those in His fold. 
While He cannot stop the wolves from coming to the fold, He can be at our side when they come, protecting us by 
strengthening and sustaining us with His love.
 Jesus was as well-versed in the Hebrew Scriptures as any scholar, and He knew that many of the faithful who 
followed Him about would think of the words of the 23rd psalm when He described Himself as the “good shepherd.” 
That psalm counteracts human fears and reassures a believer with comforting words: “The Lord is my shepherd; I 
shall not want.” Consider the images evoked by “green pastures” and “still waters:” these bring to mind scenes of 
peace, safety and rest. Think of the vision of Jesus walking beside us with a rod and staff: how extraordinarily com-
forting. Think of Him leading us down “paths of righteousness;” I picture these paths as winding through verdant 
valleys watered by streams lined with willows that sway gently in a cooling breeze. And should one of those valleys 
turn dangerous – the “valley of the shadow of death” – we need have no fear, for our shepherd is there to guide us 
safely home.
 Without Jesus as our shepherd we are prey to every new worry that comes along, whether it be job loss, home 
foreclosure or infection caused by the latest stealthy virus. Without Jesus we risk nail-biting anxiety, sleepless nights 
and fear that can paralyze. 
 I know there are plenty of other shepherds out there, some of whom invite with deceptive charm and some of 
whom cry loudly for people to follow them. I trust none of them. I only know that when earthly cares slink about 
like predatory wolves and start snapping at my sense of security, I want to be in Jesus’ fold.

Share Editor Peggy Eastman
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A Mother’s Faith and Family
DIAMOND AND BIRTHSTONE PENDANT

Genuine Solitaire Diamond

Solid Sterling Silver

24K-Gold Plating

Back, Actual Size

Engraved
with

“Faith and 

Family
are the 

center of 
a Mother’s 

Heart”

Personalize it with 

up to 6 genuine birthstones!
January/Garnet May/Emerald September/Sapphire

 February/Amethyst June/Cultured Pearl    October/Opal

  March/Aquamarine July/Ruby November/Citrine   

 April/Diamond August/Peridot December/Turquoise

PRIORITY RESERVATION APPLICATION

jewelry

�������� ��������

the

P.O.  Box  806 ,  Mor ton  Grove ,  IL  60053-0806

YES. Please reserve my pendant with the birthstones indicated 
below. (Limit of 6 birthstones per pendant) 

Child/Children’s Birth Month

1. ___  ___  ___          2. ___  ___  ___         3. ___  ___  ___

4. ___  ___  ___          5. ___  ___  ___          6. ___  ___  ___

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City

State                          Zip

01-07949-001-

*Plus $8.98 shipping and service.  Please allow 4-6 weeks after initial payment for delivery. All sales are 
subject to product availability and order acceptance.

Faith and Family Are the Center 
of a Mother’s Heart

A strong faith in God and his blessed gift of children... no two things are more 
precious to a mother’s life!  Now comes a beautiful way to express what is 
closest to her heart—introducing “A Mother’s Faith and Family” Diamond 
and Birthstone Pendant.

Exquisitely Hand-crafted in 
an Exclusive Design

Hand-crafted in solid sterling silver and accented in 24K-gold plating, this 
exclusive design features a stunning cross embraced by a delicate heart.  
Sparkling from the center of the cross is a genuine diamond and cascad-
ing down the side of the heart is the birthstone of each beloved child.  The 
reverse side is engraved with the sentiment, “Faith and Family are the cen-
ter of a Mother’s Heart.”

A Remarkable Value ... Available 

for a Limited Time
Complete with a custom gift box and a Certifi cate of Authenticity, it’s a superb 
value at $119, payable in 4 easy installments of $29.75 and backed by our 
unconditional 120-day guarantee. To reserve yours, send no money now; 
just mail the Reservation today.  But hurry ... this is a limited-time offer! 

www.bradfordexchange.com/7949

A Fine Jewelry Exclusive

from

Th e Bradford Exchange

SEND NO MONEY NOW

01_07949_001_BIU.indd   1 6/16/09   1:59:21 PM
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Pictured are national offi cers, the installed offi cers and members of the newly 
instituted Court Our Lady of the Rosary #2624. Kneeling in front is Court Chaplain 
Rev. Timothy Keeney.

New	Court	Instituted	in	Tennessee

Court Our Lady of the Rosary #2624 was instituted on Sunday July 19, 2009, 
in Bristol, Tennessee, at St. Anne’s Catholic Church in Bristol, Virginia, at 

4:00 P.M. Mass.
 Candidates were led in procession by the fourth Degree Knights of Colum-
bus, and seated by Ruth Carlisle, past national director. The ceremony took place 
after the homily of the Mass with 62 members reciting the Catholic Daughter 
pledge, which I led as national director. Charter members fi led into Mass wearing 
a white dress or white blouse, dark skirt or slacks, and wore a purple sash with the 
CDA patch. The altar and podium were adorned with purple, gold, and white 
baskets of fl owers donated by Gina Rosetti, who initiated the court’s organization 
in her parish. 
 After the initiation ceremony, offi cers were elected by the membership. The 
installation of offi cers and chaplain was conducted by National Regent Libby Ramirez 
and Rev. Timothy Keeney, chaplain. They were assisted by First Vice National Regent 
Anne Nelson and National Director Maryann Grabasky.
 Offi cers installed for Court #2624 Our Lady of the Rosary are: Chaplain, Rev. 
Timothy Keeney; Regent, Gina Rossetti; Vice Regent, Marylin Ritter; Recording Secretary, 
Janice Weisenburger; Financial Secretary, Marie McConnell; Treasurer, Betty Fitton.
 Other special guests present from the Virginia State Court were Virginia State 
Regent Jo Ann Bonelli, First Vice State Regent Charolette Hyatt, and State Treasurer 
Mary Trainum. Those attending from the North Carolina State Court were State Re-
gent Sheila Storey and First Vice State Regent Essie Walker. In attendance from Court 
#2741 were Regent Tanya Kelly, Vice Regent Diane Clark Hawkins, and Treasurer 
Jo McWilliam. Also in attendance from Court Greensboro #1200 was Vice Regent 
Elizabeth Grabasky. A reception was held immediately following the ceremony in the 
church commons. 
 Court Our Lady of the Rosary #2624 has chosen the fourth Monday of the 
month, at 6:30 P.M., for its meeting, at the Knights of Columbus Hall in Bristol, 
Tennessee. Its fi rst meeting was held Monday July 27th when 13 more members took 
the CDA pledge. They have 10 more women wishing to join in the future. They made 
several suggestions for projects, and chose as their project for the fi rst three months to 
support a group that helps senior citizens purchase medications.

Helen C. Arndorfer
National Director and National Membership Chairman

8	 Share	Magazine		•		Fall	2009
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 National Director and National 
Membership Chairman Helen Arndor-
fer, National Director Maryann Gra-
basky, First Vice National Regent Anne 
Nelson and I were privileged to attend 
the institution of a new court in Bris-
tol, Tennessee. Just on the other side of 
the street is Bristol, Virginia. Sixty-two 
charter members signed the charter ap-
plication on July 19 along with other 
candidates who had already signed their 
applications and were ready to take their 
pledge at the next meeting, so the court 
had the privilege of being instituted 
with more than 70 Charter members. 
The excitement of the membership and 
the court chaplain was overwhelming. I 
look forward to seeing some very good 
projects taking place in this court.
 Through the institution of new courts, 
membership drives, the receptions of 
new members and the retention of these 
members, we can see our organization 
grow. At the forefront we must always 
remember that we are a sisterhood of 
Catholic women working together for 
the honor and glory of God. “For in 
Him we live, and move and have our be-
ing.” - Acts 17:28

National Regent’s 
Message

Continued from page 1

Now pray the 
Rosary with 
Father Peyton. 
Anywhere and 
everywhere.

CD $8.95

Cassette $5.95

Playaway
$29.95

CD $8.95

Cassette $5.95

Celebrate the Year for Priests 
with our holy founder, Servant 
of God Father Patrick Peyton, 
CSC. Let him lead you in prayer 
– anywhere and at any time! 
The CD and cassette let you listen 
to this inspiring priest pray the 
Rosary in your car or at home, 
while the Playaway digital audo 
player lets you pray away on 
the go! Whether CD, cassette or 
Playaway, choose the one that’s 
right for you and pray away 
with Father Peyton!

The Family That Prays Together Stays Together™

Order Today!
1-800-299-7729
www.hcfm.org

For	the	latest	information

on	activities	of

the	Catholic	Daughters,

click	on

www.catholicdaughters.org



This Time, Men do the Ladies’ Work

On April 25, 2009, Court Conneaut #413 in Conneaut, Ohio, held its an-
nual spring dinner entitled “Ladies Nite Out.” This year, Court Conneaut 

tried a new approach for the dinner by asking the men of the parish to do the 
cooking, serving and clean-up. The approach worked well, since the evening was 
a huge success. 

The men involved in the dinner, from left to right, are Rev. Raymond J. Thomas, Everett 
Collins, Jesse Carey, David Wassie, John Roach and Charles Guglielmo.
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 Each year at this time, as I read the passage in the Offi ce of Read-
ings taken from the Catechetical Instructions of St. John Vianney, I 
feel a twinge of guilt as I come upon his remarks about the practice 
of prayer: “How often we come to church with no idea of what to do 
or what to ask for. And yet, whenever we go to any human being, we 
know well enough why we go. And still worse, there are some who 
seem to speak to the good God like this: ‘I will only say a couple of 
things to you, and then I will be rid of you.’ I often think that when 
we come to adore the Lord, we would receive everything we asked for, 
if we would ask with living faith and a pure heart.”
 Sounds right to me. God’s blessings on you all.

 Most Rev. David E. Fellhauer
 Bishop of Victoria, Texas
 National Chaplain, CDA

CDAinActionwww.catholicdaughters.org

NATIONAL CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE
continued from page 4

Daughters and Knights
Team Up for Crowning
Achievement

Court  McLaughlin #422 in Saratoga 
Springs, New York, held a May Crown-

ing of The Blessed Mother on May 2, 2009.
 Knights of Columbus Assembly #0745 
Color Corps attended this event and led the 
procession to the outdoor statue of Our Lady 
where the ceremony was held. The singing 
was led by the beautiful voice of Gina Pon-
essa. After the ceremony, lunch was served 
and enjoyed by all. 
 Members of a number of courts enjoy taking 
part in May Crownings of the Blessed Mother 
each year.

Back row, left, Vice Regent Eileen Tuohy, and right, 
her husband and Knights of Columbus Color Corps 
member John Tuohy. Front row, left, Cheyenne, 
who is John and Eileen’s granddaughter and May 
Crowner, and, right, their grandson Ryan, the 
youngest person to attend the May Crowning.
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Maryland Court Helps 
Cancer Patients Keep 
Warm Inside and Out

Court Infant Jesus of Prague 
#1571 in Baltimore, Maryland, 

put together 12 lap blankets for can-
cer patients being treated at St. Ag-
nes Hospital in Baltimore. The lap 
blankets provide personal contact, 
warmth and comfort to the patients. 
Some of the blankets are made for 
children, with designs of Disney 
characters such as Snow White, 
Mickey Mouse and Cinderella. The 
lap blankets were delivered by “Rib-
bons of Comfort,” an organization 
that helps cancer patients.

Catholic Daughters Making a Difference.

Oregon Courts Pool Resources to
Support Seminarians  

The seven Catholic Daughter courts in eastern Oregon raise funds 
annually for seminarians in their area. On July 11, 2009, Irene Rich-
ardson (left), regent, Court Our Lady of the Cascades #2041 in Bend, 
Oregon, presented a $500 check to The Most Rev. Robert F. Vasa 
(right), bishop of Baker. The funds will be used to support seminar-
ians destined to serve in the eastern Oregon Diocese of Baker.

Food For Thought:
Donate to a Food Bank

Court St. Francis of Assisi, #2221, in Tucson, Arizona, delivered 104 
pounds of canned food and multiple check donations to Tucson’s 
Community Food Bank. As part of the project, Court St. Francis asked 
members to bring canned foods to meetings throughout the year. A 
similar project is planned for the fall. The three court members, standing 
in front of a grocery cart with food packages for the Community Food 
Bank, are, from left to right, Phyllis Hall, court regent, Abbey Hannon, 
court treasurer and Marilyn Witte, Arizona state treasurer.

Shown with the lap blankets they created for cancer patients are court members, back row, left to right, 
Marie Kimmey, Lee Connelly, Mary Watson, Colleen McKay, Catherine Graves and Susan Drasal. In the front 
row, left to right, are Ribbons of Comfort members Sharon McCready, Lisa Baker and Mary Connelly.



California Court Honors National Education Contest Winners

Court Our Lady of Perpetual Help #1402 in 
Modesto, California, sponsored the National 

Education Contest for grades four through 12. The six 
categories were essay, poetry, art, computer art, music 
and photography. In the photo are the 2009 education 
contest winners, all of whom currently attend Central 
Catholic High School in Modesto.

Back row, left to right, Darlene Maggi, contest chairperson, 
Madeline O’Brien, Ana Fonseca, Katherine Morrow, Martine 
McQuown, Alexia Rodriguez, Abigail Galloway, Anthony Luis 
and Will Fowzer. Front row, left to right, Samantha Misslbeck, 
Bethania Pulido, Sidra Sareshwala, Aislin Hernandez, Tess 
Tremayne and Laura Forester.

12	 Share	Magazine		•		Fall	2009

FocusOnYouth

Texas Institutes New JCDA Court

On May 2, 2009, JCDA Court #2557 in Houston, Texas, was formed. The new ju-
nior court was formally instituted by Christina Muench, Texas state JCDA secretary, 

Laura Aguilar, state JCDA reporter and Terri Beltran, state JCDA chairman. The new court 
was sponsored by Court Our Lady of Saint John #2557, in Houston, Texas, which hosted 
a reception in honor of the new juniors.

Back row, left to right Pat Perez, chairman, JCDA Court #2557, Teresa Maltbia, regent, Terri Beltran, state 
youth/JCDA state chairman, Eliana Perez, JCDA court president, Victoria Herrera, JCDA court first vice 
president, Wendy Berrios, JCDA court second vice president, Dejanira Sosa, treasurer, Laura Aguilar, 
state JCDA reporter and Christina Muench, state JCDA secretary. Middle row, left to right, Mariah Martin, 
Valerie Ortega, JCDA court secretary, Alexis Tobias, JCDA court reporter, Cecilia Perea, Micaela Sosa, 
Alexandra Sanchez, Karina Tobias, JCDA co-chair and Janie Ortega, JCDA co-chair. Front row, left to 
right, Stephanie Cuellar, Krystal Garcia, Emily Tobias, Kassandra Sanchez and Julia Tobias.

Iowa Fourth and 
Fifth Graders
Receive Awards

Court Madonna #858 in 
Ames, Iowa, presented Na-

tional Education Contest awards 
to the St. Cecelia School’s fourth 
and fifth graders. Categories in-
cluded art, poetry, computer 
art and essay. This year’s themes 
were God’s Gifts in My Life and 
The Gifts I Give to Others.

Among the winners are, front row, 
left to right, Jack Baumhover, Abbie 
Dirks and Endylion Strohman. Back 
row, Sharon Jenkins, who presented 
the awards.
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Texas Juniors Gather for Biennial JCDA State Convention

More than 300 juniors traveled to Hous-
ton, Texas, for the 23rd Biennial Texas 

JCDA State Convention. To emphasize the 
convention theme “Princesses of Christ,” the 
JCDA 2007-2009 state officers welcomed 
the juniors by pampering them with new 
hair styles, painted nails and make-up. Af-
ter the fun the juniors got down to conven-
tion business which included a report on the 
events of each JCDA court, approval of 2007 
convention business, credentials, nomina-
tions and the election of 2009-2011 officers. 
Additional craft activities were offered to ju-
niorette members. A banquet was held and 
attended by almost 600, including JCDA 
members, advisors, parents, CDA state of-
ficers, the JCDA state chaplain, CDA state 
parliamentarian and state chairmen. There 
are currently 56 JCDA courts throughout 
Texas with 801 members.

FocusOnYouth

Colorado Introduces National
Education Contest Winners

Court Sacred Heart #1606 in Cortez, Colorado, was proud to an-
nounce the winners of the local 2008-2009 National Education 
Contest. In the photo, are, left to right, Court Regent Darlene Sichta, 
Mae LaPaz, first-place winner, art, division 3; Leonard LaPaz, second-
place winner, poetry, division 2; Mary Hughes, first-place winner, po-
etry, division 2; and Linda J. Moore, chairman, education and youth.

Montana Junior Court Hosts
Mother-Daughter Tea

JCDA Court Mother Cabrini #1766 in Sidney, Montana, hosted a Mother-
Daughter tea in which a light lunch was followed with entertainment 
by juniors performing musical instruments and dance. Special guest 
National Director Janet Martineau is standing far left in the photo, next to 
Court Regent Mary Thorsen.

Standing in front of the “Unity Tree,” are, from left to right, National Regent Libby 
Ramirez, 2007-2009 JCDA State President Beth Krenek and Carolyn Bachmann, 2007-
2009 Texas state regent.
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 Among them were four state chaplains who made the 
trip to Belleville to support the Catholic Daughters. These in-
cluded Rev. Donald Ruppert, national clergy consultant and 
Texas state chaplain; Rev. Michael Schommer, North Dakota 
state chaplain and national clergy consultant during the ten-
ure of Immediate Past National Regent Claudia Bosch; Rev. 
Anthony Espinosa, Nebraska state chaplain; and Arizona State 
Chaplain Rev. Abran Tadeo. The four deserve special thanks. 
Their presence, support and encouragement meant the world 
to everyone at the conference.
 The conference was divided into seven sessions. In each 
session national board members presented topics related to a com-
mittee they chaired or an activity with which they were thoroughly 
acquainted.
 For example, National Executive Director Peggy O’Brien 
spoke about Wells Fargo Liability Insurance while National Direc-
tor and National Spiritual Enhancement Chairman Evelyn Saxton 
prepared prayer services and discussed the role of spirituality in 
Catholic Daughters’ lives.
 Other topics included ceremonials, procedures, member-
ship, dues, national projects, national and local duties and respon-
sibilities, Campus Courts, parliamentary procedure, bylaws and 
resolutions, protocol, tools of the trade, instituting and disband-
ing a local court, chaplain’s report and public relations.
 The many aspects of the Circle of Love were covered, as 
were standing rules, governance, state board responsibilities, state 
conventions and district deputies. More general areas were dis-
cussed in the “miscellaneous” and “state offi cer nitty-gritty” ses-
sions. National Regent Libby Ramirez was master of ceremonies.

 The conference began with a “Let’s Be Patriotic” social on 
Thursday at 4:00 P.M. National Clergy Consultant Rev. Donald 
Ruppert then gave an opening prayer after which Libby Ramirez 
introduced the National Board members who were sitting at the 
dais. A microphone was then passed around for all audience mem-
bers to introduce themselves.
 In her presentation, National Secretary-Treasurer and 
Youth/JCDA Chairman Theresa Kocer said she received about 
200 youth scholarship applications. Theresa said she was particu-
larly inspired by award winner Melissa Anne Kennedy who wrote 
in her essay that her entire life is lived for the glory of God and her 
most important goal is to get to heaven.
 When National Regent Libby Ramirez introduced Na-
tional Regent-Elect Joanne Tomassi Libby said, “The national 
regent-elect is a new position. I was the fi rst to hold this posi-
tion. Think of the national regent-elect as the national regent in 
training. Joanne and I are not only offi cers but very good friends. 
This is a very important two years to Joanne. She will make an 
excellent national regent.”
 In her presentation on the procedural handbook Joanne 
Tomassi said she wanted to remind everyone that the new “Tools 
of the Trade” was very much a “work in progress.” 
 This didn’t matter to Pennsylvania State Regent Laraine 
McGinnis. “Reviewing the draft of the ‘Tools of the Trade’ was 
most helpful,” Laraine said. “We were happy to know that the 
tools and by-laws will now be in sync so that there is no doubt as 
to the proper procedure and protocol.”
 This was the fourth conference for Laraine, who was joined by 
Pennsylvania First Vice State Regent Margaret Novak, Pennsylvania 

Attendees gather at Our Lady of the Snows retreat center

State	Offi	cers’	Conference	Stresses	
Leadership	Strategies
By Tom Panas
National Public Relations Chairman

T his year’s Biennial State Officers’ Conference was held from July 9-12 at Our 

Lady of the Snows retreat center in Belleville, Illinois. As it always is, this 

conference was held to instruct state leaders from across the country, many 

recently elected at the time, on how to administer their states and help their courts. 

One-hundred and thirty-seven attendees from 32 states were present.
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The national board gathers in front of the altar with Father Ruppert after Saturday evening Mass at Our Lady of the Snows Church.

Left: Washington State 
Regent Lisa Jensen, left, and 
National Administrative As-
sistant Mary Impellizeri, right, 
“pause for the camera” on 
the beautiful grounds at Our 
Lady of the Snows.

Right: “Two From Texas:” 
Texas State Regent, Sheila 
Martinka, left, and National 

Regent Libby Ramirez, right.

Left: National Clergy 
Consultant and Texas State 
Chaplain Rev. Donald Rup-
pert celebrates the patriotic 
Mass on Friday on an im-
promptu altar set up in the 
conference banquet hall.
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Second Vice State Regent Peggy Guckin, Pennsylvania State Secretary 
Peg Rafferty and State Treasurer Shirley Hall.
 National Board members brought comic relief and 
showed their acting skills in two playful skits. In one, an exag-
geratedly sloppy meeting was held by “Court St. Dismal” and 
in another the talented Daughters took on the role of “CDA 

Angels,” splendidly costumed in white with gossamer wings.
 First Vice National Regent and Standing Rules and By-
laws Chairman Anne B. Nelson took care to explain the often 
misunderstood role of the district deputy. “Not all states use a 
district deputy,” Anne said. “For those that do the district depu-
ty is the representative of the state. She is a helper to be treated 

Left: National board members 
in their purple jackets stand 
in pews reserved for them 
during Saturday evening 
mass at Our Lady of the 
Snows church.

Above: Three of the Catholic Daughter “angels” with earthly tags identify-
ing their committee chairmanships read from the scripts of their comedic 
skits. From left to right: National Director and Leadership Chairman Helene 
Shepard; National Director and Education Chairman Letty Calvetti; and 
National Secretary-Treasurer and Youth Chairman Theresa Kocer.

Above: Second Vice National Regent and Habitat 
for Humanity Chairman Shirley Seyfried addresses 
the gathering.

Right: Enjoying each other’s 
company and fi ne conversation 

at the special chaplain’s lun-
cheon, are, left to right, Arizona 

State Chaplain Rev. Abran Tadeo; 
Rev. Donald Ruppert, national 

clergy consultant and Texas 
state chaplain; Nebraska State 

Chaplain Rev. Anthony Espinosa; 
and North Dakota State Chaplain 

Rev. Michael Schommer.
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with respect and courtesy. It is up to you, the state offi cers, to set 
the tone for that respect.”
 National Director and Resolutions Chairman Janet Mar-
tineau announced three new resolutions: to encourage adoption 
services; promote volunteerism; and support priests, the Catholic 
Daughters’ “beloved clergy.”
 National Director and Leadership Chairman Helene 
Shepard spoke passionately about leader-
ship. Helene began her presentation with a 
question: “Are leaders born or made?” The 
answer, which surprised some, was “both.”
 “A leader,” Helene said, “should be a 
person who knows the way, goes the way and 
shows the way.”
 National Director and Territorial 
Courts Chairman Maryann Grabasky an-
nounced that Daughters are now allowed 
to use the military salute when reciting the 
pledge of allegiance, adding “you should 
have a fl ag present for your meetings.”
 An emotional moment occurred 
when National Legislative Chairman Helen 
Johnson announced that she was stepping 
down. Helen has worked tirelessly and with 
passion on the legal aspect of issues endorsed 
by the Catholic Daughters. She was excited 
to introduce Margaret Sitte, who will now 
take the reins as legislative chairman. 
 The conference was well-received 
by those who made the trip. Like Laraine 
McGinnis, this was also the fourth state of-
fi cers’ conference for Washington State Re-
gent Lisa Jensen. Lisa found it helpful to 
learn the goals of the National Board. “We 
are part of a national organization,” Lisa 
said, “and those goals are important to pass 
along to ‘promote the Unity and Charity 
with clarity’.” 
 Lisa was joined by Washington 
First Vice State Regent Charlene Dronen, 
Washington Second Vice State Regent 
Christy Hall and Washington State Trea-
surer Shirley Foster. 
 For Nevada State Regent Victoria 
Bentley the most valuable part was learning 
more about state offi cer duties. This was Vic-
toria’s third conference, and she has found 
each one to be helpful in different ways.
 Father Donald Ruppert’s spiri-
tual message was given at the start of the 
conference but his comments resonated 
throughout the conference and going 

forward. “To appreciate the present and look forward to the 
future we have to understand the past,” Father Ruppert said. 
“Your organization was formed by men under whose watch it 
stumbled along. The Catholic Daughters didn’t become a truly 
spiritual organization until women took the reins. Spirituality 
– and the respect and dignity of your ceremonials – encourages 
new members – not meetings.” 

Fight
Pornography

All-Year Long!
The White Ribbon Against Pornography (WRAP)

Campaign Is Now Ongoing.  WRAP Week still happens:
Sunday Oct. 25 through Sunday, Nov. 1, 2009

But to Help You Fight Pornography throughout the year
MIM has created a WRAP Kit that includes information about:

•  How pornography ruins marriages, harms women and children,          
damages communities and neighborhoods

•  Federal, state and local laws to curb pornography & “adult businesses”

•  How to fight pornography on the Internet and cable/satellite TV,          
in the mail and local stores, and in “adult businesses”

•  The importance of making complaints, how to respond to porn defenders, 
help for parents, and more!

The cost is $15.00 per Kit. This covers printing and shipping costs only.
MIM won’t make a profi t on this! 

To order your WRAP Kit contact:
Morality in Media, 475 Riverside Drive, Ste. 1264, New York, NY 10115
212-870-3222 • Fax: 212-870-2765 • mim@moralityinmedia.org

Morality in Media
“Promoting a decent society through law”

Thank you Catholic Daughters of the Americas for your support and hard work.
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K
itty Werthmann is one of the smallest human dynamos 
anyone could hope to meet. Growing up in Nazi-controlled 
Austria, she arrived in this country in 1950, and she and 
her husband raised their family in Pierre, South Dakota. 

From her experiences, Werthmann has keen insights into the loss of 
personal freedom under a strong, centralized government. 
 “I lived in Austria under Adolf Hitler’s regime for seven 
years,” Werthmann says. “Dictatorship did not happen overnight. 
It was a gradual process starting with national identification cards, 
which we had to carry with us at all times. We could not board a 
bus or train without our ID card. 
 “Gun registration followed, with a lot of talk about gun 
safety and hunting accidents. Since the government already knew 
who owned firearms, confiscation followed under threat of capital 
punishment. 
 “Freedom of speech was the next target. Free speech was 
curtailed with the enforcement of the federal police (Gestapo). 
With a large network of informers, people were afraid to say any-
thing political, even in their own homes.”
 Through a women’s organization, Werthmann has orga-
nized thousands of women in South Dakota to get involved in 
political issues since the 1970’s. She doesn’t even own a computer, 
but her phone tree system reaps results. “I can make eight phone 
calls from my home, and 3,000 messages will come across state 
legislators’ desks within a few hours,” Werthmann claims. 
 Her work has made a definite difference. She worked for 
six years to rescind the Equal Rights Amendment in South Da-
kota, and in 1979 her efforts prevailed, thereby ending that na-
tional movement that would have solidified abortion in the U.S. 
Constitution. 
 Werthmann has persevered ever since, especially working 
on pro-life and education issues. A few years ago, the South Da-
kota Legislature voted to ban all abortions in the state. Planned 
Parenthood convinced the electorate to overturn the state law, but 
the fact remains that South Dakota legislators are well-informed 
on life issues, due in large part to Werthmann and the women who 
have worked with her all these years. 
 How can Catholic Daughters follow Werthmann’s example? 
 We need to build e-mail and phone trees to better mobilize 
our members. Each member has a crucial role: 
 •  to spread action alert information through e-mail or 

phone trees; 
 •  to contact a Congressman or agency with a brief, clear 

request for action; and
 •  to spread the word to at least five or 10 friends or relatives. 

 Each of us knows hundreds of people. We need the cour-
age to spread the word and urge others to become involved in 
important issues. So many people who have never been involved 
are surprised at how easy it is to find their Congressman’s phone 
number in the phone book and make that first contact. 
 Remember that each member makes contact as an indi-
vidual, not as a member of Catholic Daughters, because it is the 
individual constituent that matters to the elected official.
 Many pieces of legislation in Congress this year are of 
paramount importance to our basic freedoms. These laws will 
set the course of our country for decades to come. We have a 
responsibility to persevere in preserving freedom for the genera-
tions who will follow. 
 As individuals, we must communicate with others in 
like-minded groups and in other denominations. It is vital to 
get as many people involved as possible. Imagine the impact 
if each Catholic Daughter would take these important action 
alerts to heart and contact Senate and House members as well 
as other people. 
 If you have any information to share with me regarding 
legislation, please call me at 701-255-4885 or e-mail me at 
davids@wdata.com. Personal liberty is essential to the practice of 
our faith. May God bless us as we strive to do His holy will.

Concerned Citizens Can Make a Difference

Taking	Action	on	What	We	Believe
By Margaret Sitte, Chairman
National Legislative Committee

Margaret Sitte, new chairman of the Legislative Committee (left), enjoys a 
laugh with Helen Johnson, immediate past chairman of the committee.
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 It was held at The Catholic University of America in Wash-
ington, D.C. on May 28, 2009, entitled, “Faith and Freedom: 
Church and State in the American Experience.” Speakers reflected 
upon the history of the relationship between the United States and 
the Holy See and the value of that relationship.
 The Very Reverend David M. O’Connell, C. M., President 
of Catholic University, welcomed everyone.  He remarked that when 
Pope Benedict XVI was at Catholic University a year ago during his 
visit to the United States the Pope said, “All of the Church’s activities 
stem from her awareness that she is the bearer of a message that has its 
origin in God.”   The mission of the Church is to bring that message 
to the world.  Faith, he said, is a matter of conviction of the truth; 
and, freedom can never be attained by turning away from God.  He 
then reviewed the format for the day’s program. 
 The Apostolic Nuncio to the United States, the Most Rev-
erend Pietro Sambi, quoted many of the pope’s comments about 
freedom and faith when he was in the United States last year.  He 
stated that Pope Benedict XVI said, “Freedom is not only a gift 
but a summons to personal responsibility.  The preservation of 
freedom calls for the cultivation of virtue, self-discipline, sacrifice 
for the common good, and a sense of responsibility towards the 
less fortunate.”  The pope continued, “Faith gives us the strength 
to respond to our high calling and the hope that inspires us to 
work for an ever more just and fraternal society.  Democracy can 
only flourish, as your founding fathers realized, when political 
leaders and those whom they represent are guided by truth and 
bring the wisdom born of firm moral principle to decisions affect-
ing the life and future of the nation.”  
 Archbishop Timothy Dolan of New York related the histo-
ry of the establishment of diplomatic relations between the United 
States and the Holy See.  Relationships between Rome and the Unit-
ed States’ government were difficult at first.  When the United States 
was first asked for a delegate to Rome and an apostolic delegate to the 
United States, the United States said, “no.”  There was much anti-

Catholic sentiment in the United States over the years. In 1797, John 
Adams appointed the first counsel to the Holy See.   Between 1797 
and 1867, there were 11 counsels to the Holy See but there was not a 
representative from the Holy See to the United States.
 In 1892, the 400th anniversary of the discovery of America, 
the United States wanted the maps of the Columbus voyage which 
were held by the Vatican.   A request was sent to Rome to ask to 
borrow the maps and if they could borrow them, the maps could be 
entrusted to a personal representative from the Pope to the United 
States and that representative would receive every possible courtesy.  
The pope agreed and appointed the first apostolic delegate in Janu-
ary 1893.  This was a representative of the Holy See to the church.
 There were a total of 10 apostolic delegates to the United 
States.   U.S. President Franklin Roosevelt sent a personal ambassa-
dor to the Holy See.  President Truman moved to formalize the rela-
tions between the United States and the Holy See in October 1951 
by nominating General Mark Clark as Ambassador to the Holy 
See, but there was so much criticism that General Clark withdrew 
his name from nomination.  As a result of Truman’s failure to be 
able to appoint an ambassador to the Holy See, the next Presidents, 
Eisenhower, Nixon, Kennedy, Ford, and Carter resumed Roosevelt’s 
practice of sending personal ambassadors to the Holy See.
 In April 1984, President Ronald Reagan was successful 
in appointing an ambassador to the Holy See and the apostolic 
delegate became the apostolic pro nuncio.  In 1984, Archbishop 
Pio Laagi became the first Apostolic Nuncio to the United States. 
The establishment of diplomatic relations between the United 
States and the Holy See has been very successful.  Even critics 
have acknowledged the Holy See’s impact on world events in the 
mid 1980’s, when diplomatic relations were formalized; they rec-
ognized that it was probably in America’s self interest to have ex-
changed ambassadors. 
 The morning keynote address was given by The Honor-
able Mary Ann Glendon, the most recent ambassador to the Holy 

Symposium Honors a Special Anniversary

Reflections	on	Faith	and	Freedom:	
Church	and	State	in	America
By Shirley Seyfried
Second Vice National Regent

On January 10, 1984, The United States of America established full diplomatic 

relations with the Holy See. To commemorate the 25th Anniversary of the 

establishment of full diplomatic relations between the United States and the 

Holy See, The Catholic University of America, The Apostolic Nunciature, and the United 

States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) sponsored a one-day symposium.
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See.  After explaining that 
the Holy See is the seat of 
government of the world-
wide Catholic Church, she 
related two major reasons 
for the importance of the 
diplomatic relations be-
tween the Holy See and 
the United States.  The first 
reason is the worldwide 
concerns of both the Holy 
See and the United States.  
The two share many glob-
al commitments such as 
religious freedom, moral 
agreement against terror-
ism, particularly the use 
of religion as a reason for 
terrorism, and the concern about poverty, hunger and disease, es-
pecially in the poorest countries of the world.  A second reason, she 
said, is that because the Holy See has a network of parishes, priests, 
dioceses, bishops, religious and missionaries all over the world, it has 
access to information about what is really happening in all areas of 
the world which otherwise would be difficult for the United States 
and other countries to obtain.
 The Holy See provides a respected moral voice to promote 
and defend the human rights and religious freedom of people 
around the world.  Diplomats throughout the world are interested 
in what the perspective of the Holy See is on many problems in 
the world.  Glendon said that Pope Benedict XVI recently sum-
marized that perspective when he said, “As far as the Catholic 
Church is concerned, the principal focus of her interventions in 
the public arena is the protection and promotion of the dignity 
of the person and she is thereby consciously drawing particular 
attention to principles which are not negotiable.” 
 A panel discussion followed the keynote address.  Remarks 
included the importance of Catholics celebrating this anniversary.  
While it was controversial in 1984, there is no more controversy.  
The United States and the Holy See now work well together, shar-
ing much common ground.   The Holy See has an important role 
to play in the world.   During the past 25 years, one of the major 
issues in which common moral ground was shared was about the 
necessity of ending communism in the Soviet Union and in East-
ern Europe.  Pope John Paul II played the greatest role in ending 
the cold war with his moral clarity about the evil of communism 
and his conviction that people ought to be free.  In addition, he 
worked diligently with his native country to achieve freedom for 
his people.
 The focus of the afternoon session was to clarify the rights 
and duties of the Catholic laity and the role of the bishops in the 
domain of human and public affairs.  The keynote speaker was 
Professor Robert George of Princeton University.   He began his 
remarks by reflecting on a statement that the Holy Father gave 
during his visit to France in September 2008.  The Pope said, “I 

am firmly convinced that 
a new reflection on the 
true meaning and impor-
tance of healthy secular-
ism is now necessary.  In 
fact, it is fundamental on 
the one hand, to insist 
upon the distinction be-
tween the political realm 
and that of religion in or-
der to preserve both the 
religious freedom of the 
citizens and the responsi-
bility of the state toward 
it; on the other hand, it 
is important to become 
more aware of the irre-
placeable role of religion 

for the formation of consciences and the contribution which it 
can bring to, among other things, the creation of a basic ethical 
consensus within society.”  
 He continued by quoting a key passage from the “Pastoral 
Constitution on the Church in the Modern World” which says in 
part, “It is to the laity, that secular duties and activities properly 
belong.  It is their task to cultivate a properly informed conscience 
and to impress the divine law on the affairs of the earthly city.  For 
guidance and spiritual strength let them turn to the clergy but let 
them realize that their pastors will not always be so expert as to have 
a ready answer for every problem.  This is not the role of the clergy.  
Very often the laities’ Christian vision will suggest a certain solution 
in some given situation, yet it happens rather frequently and legiti-
mately so, that some of the faithful with no less sincerity will see the 
problem quite differently.”   
 Professor George stated that the most difficult question for 
every human being can be answered by asking what would Jesus 
do?  “We as Catholics hear Jesus speaking through Sacred Scripture, 
through sacred tradition and through the magesterium as well as 
through prayerful discernment.  As a general proposition,” he con-
tinued, “the authentic developed Catholic theological understanding 
is that bishops should restrict their interventions in the secular order 
to circumstances in which they really can say about a matter of law 
or policy, ‘Jesus says.’  Of course such a test would sometimes require 
that the bishops put forward a fairly specific proposal, slavery must be 
abolished and abolished as expeditiously as is prudently possible; un-
born children must be brought under the protection of laws against 
killing as quickly and expeditiously as possible, human cloning must 
be prohibited, marriage as the conjugal union of husband and wife 
must be protected, but this will be the case only where the conclu-
sion follows fairly straightforward from Gospel principles of justice 
and the common good.”  He concluded by stating, “This side of the 
coming of the kingdom of God, there will never be a want of politi-
cians and others that will lead to misunderstanding of the teachings of 
the Church.  In this case, it is the responsibility of the bishops of the 
Church to make sure just what Jesus says.”

Second Vice National Regent Shirley Seyfried (left) is shown with First Vice National Regent 
Anne Nelson and the Very Rev. David M. O’Connell, C.M., president of The Catholic Univer-
sity of America.
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 Being chair of the resolutions committee has taught me 
that a single word can have much meaning and lead to lengthy 
discussions regarding intent and purpose. I was proud of my state 
when the National Board accepted the Resolution on Adoption, 
which had passed at the Montana State Convention, as another 
way to support pro-life. Also adopted at the Belleville conference 
were resolutions related to Pope Benedict’s proclamations on the 
Year of the Priest and the Year of the Volunteer. These resolutions 
direct us to pray for our priests and be open to ecumenical and 
community efforts which seek to lessen the impact of the eco-
nomic downturn through volunteer services.

Kansas
 Kansas, where 90 percent of the land is devoted to agricul-
ture, was once a huge inland sea and the lush prairie grass makes 
it the top cattle exporter and also a leading state in wheat produc-
tion. The Diocese of Salina, where the two Catholic Daughters 

courts are found, was initially established in Concordia in 1887. 
Catholics comprise 15.6 percent of the state’s population and at 
one time there were four territorial courts. Now 81 members are 
located at the crossroads of Kansas, living in Salina, Concordia 
and Clyde. Court Salina #1972 was chartered in 1967 and Court 
Evarista #1138 will soon celebrate its 85th anniversary. 
 Court Salina benefi ts from being close to Bishop Paul S. 
Coakley, so it is easier to attend Mass at Sacred Heart Cathedral 
and have guest speakers from the diocese. Three new members were 
added to Court Salina, which last summer began a youth program 
called “The Little Flowers of St. Teresa and Little Knights” - in 
which children with an adult relative meet and study the saints. 
Court Salina has three breakfast fund-raisers each year and offers 
a $500 essay-based scholarship to graduating seniors. The most re-
cent essay topic was, “How my faith will help me in college.”
 Court Evarista provides two college scholarships of $200 
to second semester students. Both courts have participated in 

Spreading Unity and Charity Far and Wide

National	Offi	cers	Share	News	of	their	States
National offi cers maintain ties to courts in many geographic areas.

By Janet Martineau
National Director, Montana

I ran for national director at the Albuquerque National Convention after serving 

three years as state regent of Montana, which has been my home since arriving 

in 1975 as a new bride. My roots are in Missouri, but I was raised and educated in 

Illinois. After the Belleville State Officers’ Conference, I traveled 90 miles south and 

visited my relatives in Chester, Illinois, and southeast Missouri.
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the Freedom of Choice Act (FOCA) postcard drive and Court 
Evarista had a member attend the March for Life in Washington, 
D.C., who will share her life-changing experience as a court pro-
gram. Each court plans festive holiday couple socials as a means to 
increase membership and have fun. Court Evarista’s membership 
is aging but has regular gatherings to pray the Rosary, provides 
new parents with their baby’s first Bible, financially supports the 
Church’s crisis fund, 11 seminarians, hospice, and Birthright. 
 Court Salina has previously participated in the March for Life 
and is supportive of Life Chain. In the fall Court Salina will assist in 
the Catholic Charities’ benefit dinner, host a natural family planning 
speaker and send one family to the National Catholic Evangelization 
Conference in Wichita. Court Salina Regent Marlene Bonilla is es-
pecially interested in having Catholic Daughters review and recom-
mend DVD’s for spiritual growth in Share magazine.
 Regents Jacqua Askren and Marlene Bonilla have discussed 
the possibilities of visiting each other’s court and attending the 
National Convention in Omaha, Nebraska, their neighboring 
state, in 2012.

Idaho
 Bordered by the Canadian province of British Columbia, 
and the states Montana, Oregon, Washington, Wyoming, Nevada 
and Utah, Idaho is a state with mountains that yield copper, lead, 
cobalt, sand, gravel, and silver. The development of water power 
has expanded the timber industry, as one-third of the state is for-
ested. Irrigation allows the growth of potatoes, sugar beets and 
grains. Exploring the state’s rugged beauty, tourists come for recre-
ation, hunting and fishing. In 1848 the Jesuits built the Mission of 
the Sacred Heart at Coeur d’Alene to minister to the Indians and 
settlers. Idaho’s State Court was instituted in 1954 and five Courts 
with 447 members participate from Coeur d’Alene in the north to 
Nampa in the south. Immediate Past State Regent Sunny Storch 
achieved her goal of beginning JCDA Court Our Lady Joan of Arc 
under the direction of Maryann VandeBrake, and their participa-
tion energized the state convention.
  Regent Mary Kay Russell and the state board plan to con-
tinue annual retreats at St. Gertrude’s Monastery in Cottonwood, 
which is also the childhood home of their very supportive, song 
leading State Chaplain Rev. Gerald Funke. In her Circle of Love 
report Regent Russell noted that each court’s membership fully par-
ticipates in weekly and seasonal liturgical celebrations. Each court is 
active in its support of right to life, assisting with Life Choice Clinic, 
Maggie House Project for unwed mothers, as well as service to the 
state veteran’s home, soup kitchens, Meals on Wheels and numer-
ous parish activities. A $700 check was presented to Rev. Rob Cook, 
the vocations director for the Seminary Fund.
 Two Idaho students won first place in the 2009 National 
Education Contest: Steve Jacobson, Court #1147, Essay Division 
I, and Michael Hattrup, Court Cataldo #158, for Music Division 
III. Michael’s composition, which he wrote and performed, was 
shared at the Belleville State Officers’ Conference.

Montana
 The name Montana, a Latin derivation of mountain, ranks 
fourth in area by state and is bound on the north by the Canadian 
provinces of British Columbia, Alberta and Saskatchewan, on the 
east by North and South Dakota, on the south by Wyoming and 
on the west by Idaho. First explored by French trappers following 
the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, the area was crossed by the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition. Jesuit priest Father Pierre Jean DeSmit es-
tablished a permanent mission among the Flathead Indians of the 
Bitteroot Valley in 1841. The varied topography offers opportuni-
ties for farming, ranching, oil/gas, mining and tourism, for which 
the Big Sky Country is well known. The eastern plains, where five 
of the eight courts are located, comprise two-thirds of the Mon-
tana membership. State Regent Mary Smith will travel 429 miles 
from her family ranch in Ekalaka to visit Court St. Theresa #1161 
in Havre. 
 Montana’s State Court was instituted in 1947 with Court 
St. Katherine #239 in Glendive, the oldest local court, and pres-
ently there are 502 members. Court St. Cecelia #1151 in Bill-
ings, the most centrally located, hosts annual all-court workshops 
where information from national conferences and conventions is 
shared. Junior Catholic Daughters are associated with Court Our 
Lady of Victory #1383 and Court Mother Cabrini#1766, both on 
the eastern side of the state, while another JCDA Court is being 
formed with Court St. Theresa in Havre #1151. Service to their 
communities and parishes is exceptional. JCDA Court Mother 
Cabrini #1766 has expanded to include international support 
for a Ugandan Mission School by selling African home-crafted 
items. 
 Court St. Monica #1994 in Baker has promoted a January 
March for Life with luncheon and speakers for several years. Other 
pro-life marches have been participated in by Court Ave Maria 
#1166 in Great Falls and Court St. Theresa #1161 in Havre. 
Members of Court St. Mary #0645 in Livingston have raised 
public awareness of an abortion clinic in their community. 
 In an action plan for the Adoption Resolution, Montana’s 
state board is recommending that Pregnancy Crisis Centers be-
come a state project. Other projects provide funds to maintain a 
Shrine to Our Blessed Mother, located at the gateway to Yellow-
stone Park in Emigrant and financial assistance to the Poor Clares’ 
retreat center in Great Falls.
 Many of Montana’s courts publish newsletters, as does the 
state regent. Court Our Lady of Fatima #1979 took first place 
in the state after only two years. After serving 43 years as state 
chaplain, Rev. Eugene Hruska handed over the duties to Rev. Greg 
Staudinger, who attended his first national CDA convention in 
Albuquerque and is looking forward to Buffalo. Attendance at 
National conventions by local courts has increased, and I have 
been privileged to represent the West Central region of the United 
States as a national director.

This article continues on following four pages
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 For me, the Catholic Daughters organization represents 
the rich history and ministry of service in which I wished to share, 
as I became a CDA member 35 years ago.  Following in the foot-
steps of my mother, Lila Dilis (past national director, Oklahoma), 
I was elected national director and feel blessed for the opportunity 
to carry on the tradition of service begun more than 100 years ago 
by those with the wisdom to see the value of women serving in 
the Church. Included among my particular responsibilities on the 
national board is representing the national regent in the states of 
Louisiana, New Mexico and my home state of Oklahoma.

Louisiana
 Louisiana, the pelican state, has as its motto, “union, jus-
tice, and confi dence.”  The state board of Louisiana personifi es its 
state motto as the women work in unison to lead 7,825 Catholic 
Daughters members in 100 courts.  State Regent Gloria Newman, 
along with the rest of the board, will prudently and effi ciently 
chart the path of the Catholic Daughters for the next two years.
     Through Louisiana’s Project Rainbow, each court is asked to 
donate to Disaster Relief, the Scholarship Fund and CDA Kid.  
Money was donated to the bishop or archbishop of several dio-
ceses as a result of the 2005 hurricanes.  Through the scholar-
ship program, students apply for a scholarship, and, if selected, 
they receive $200.  The CDA Kid is a much-loved program for 
children with special needs being selected in each diocese each 
year.  Monetary assistance is provided to help with medical bills, 
transportation, or any unexpected expenses.

 Teaming up with Habitat for Humanity, Louisiana Catho-
lic Daughters have built homes in Baton Rouge in 1999 and in 
Cameron in 2007-2008.  They are hoping to build another in 
New Orleans in the future.  Along with building homes in the 
state, membership numbers are being enhanced with new courts 
in Pineville and Mamou, and a new state chaplain, Rev. Aubrey 
Gilbeau of Sulphur, has been welcomed.
     Catholic Daughters of Louisiana are enthusiastic, energetic, 
well-organized and cooperative.  Alice Tassin, immediate past 
state regent, feels blessed to have “witnessed fi rst-hand what 
unity and charity really is here at home.  I will always treasure 
the memories I have experienced, the good friends I have made, 
the knowledge I have gained from working with my fellow state 
offi cers as well as Catholic Daughters from around the state and 
the nation.”

New Mexico
 New Mexico is commonly known as the “land of enchant-
ment,” for it enjoys a diverse and rich cultural history and strong spir-
itual roots.  Catholic Daughters of New Mexico are assuredly a large 
part of the deeply rooted spiritual history of the state and are proud to 
count 1,293 members in 31 courts as participants in the legacy.
 More than 1000 Catholic Daughters from across the coun-
try experienced in person the culture and generous hospitality of 
New Mexicans as we gathered in Albuquerque last year for the Na-
tional Convention.  It was a series of enjoyable and informational 
events that will long be remembered.

By Evelyn Saxton
National Director, Oklahoma

W hy become a Catholic Daughter and why agree to serve on local, state and 

national boards?  The answer might be found in the words of the song 

“Women of the Church.”  It beautifully expresses the following sentiments:  

“Women of the Church, how rich is your legacy!  Living signs of service and strength, 

hands of healing, hearts of love, women of vision, voices for the voiceless, lead us 

in the ways of hope.”  
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 The 28th Biennial State Convention, which convened 
April 17-19, 2009, became a showcase for the multi-talented CDA 
members of Court Santa Cruz #1298 in Las Cruces.  As the single 
hosts for the convention and with only 80 members in their court, 
they worked for two years preparing a beautifully orchestrated and 
decorated convention with equally outstanding and inspirational 
prayer and entertainment events.  Job well done.
 State Regent Annie Duran and the State Board have trav-
eled tirelessly across the state to institute new court St. John on 
Paradise #2608 in Albuquerque, to attend the 65th anniversary 
and reception of new members of Court Our Lady of Belen #1359 
in Belen, to attend the 50th anniversary of Court Empress of the 
Americas #1796, and have been preparing for a combined retreat 
and workshop September 25-26 in Santa Fe using the theme 
“Journeying and Praying for His Heartfelt Promise.”
 Just as so many of the states do, the New Mexico Catholic 
Daughters support seminarians and attend special pro-life Masses 
on the anniversary of Roe vs. Wade.  They also contribute to the 
Archdiocesan School Fund, and they donated to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Radio station that promotes sharing the heart of 
the Christian faith with listeners.
 As important as the state and local projects are in CDA, what 
really defi nes the New Mexico Catholic Daughters are the special 
members themselves.  Agneda Casaus, fi rst vice state regent, offers 
praise for two of the members of her 71-year-old Court Santa Maria 
#317 in Albuquerque.  She describes two members who are 101 and 
96 years old respectively:  “Both ladies are as sharp as can be.  They 
are an inspiration and example to all the members of the court and 
are in attendance at almost all court functions.  The members feel if 
CDA is keeping them young, it will do the same for us.”

Oklahoma
 I’m proud to represent my home state of Oklahoma, the 
“Sooner State,” whose name comes from two Choctaw words: 
“ukla” meaning “people” and “huma” meaning “red,” thus the 
home of the red people.  Not only is it home to almost 60 Indian 
tribes today, it is also the residence of 715 Catholic Daughters in 
15 courts, one campus court and one junior court.  Native Ameri-
can history is abundantly evident in the state and one of the courts 
is named Blessed Kateri in honor of Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha, a 
Mohawk maiden.
 The State Court of Oklahoma, under the leadership of 
State Regent Elizabeth Williams, has proposed a new project 
about which the state members are very enthused.  At the sugges-
tion of State Chaplain Rev. Joe Townsend, the Catholic Daugh-
ters will become supporters of the seminarians of the Oklahoma 
City Archdiocese and the Tulsa Diocese as they enter the seminary.  
Members will support them spiritually, psychologically and fi nan-
cially throughout their journey toward the priesthood.  With their 
frequent contact with Catholic Daughters, by the time they enter 
the priesthood they will be familiar with the CDA mission and 
workings and will hopefully be agreeable to introducing Catholic 

Daughters courts to their parishes.  State Treasurer Patricia Hol-
comb will be responsible for organizing the structure of the proj-
ect and assigning the seminarians to the courts.
 Oklahoma Catholic Daughters are prayerfully involved in the 
process of canonization of Rev. Stanley Rother, who was martyred 
in Santiago Atitlan, Guatemala, on July 28, 1981.  He was raised in 
Okarche, Oklahoma, site of Court Holy Trinity #1491, and was bur-
ied there.  His heart remains physically in Santiago Atitlan, but court 
members hold him dearly in their thoughts and prayers.
 In January of each year, Court Holy Trinity has a special 
fund-raising project sponsoring a chicken noodle dinner for the 
community.  While the preparations for the dinner are intense, all 
noodles are homemade by members (last year 573 eggs were used 
in the noodles) and the “members really enjoy the camaraderie 
and involvement,” according to Regent Marilyn Stangl.
 With only four percent Catholics in Oklahoma, member-
ship in Catholic Daughters is always a challenge, but it is being 
met with enthusiasm with the start of a new court in Sallisaw, 
Court Mother of Mercy #2606, and the state’s fi rst campus court, 
St. Scholastica #2612, at St. Gregory’s University in Shawnee. 
Both courts are active in many areas of the CDA mission and are 
looking forward to future growth.  
 Oklahoma’s only junior court, in Tulsa, remains busy 
throughout the year.  The young ladies help serve funeral dinners, 
make hospital visits, 
provide gifts to nurs-
ing home residents 
and participate in the 
Buddy Walk.  Their 
assistance has been 
valuable at the state 
convention as they 
present and retire the 
fl ag and help with 
banquet preparations 
and service. Plans are 
in motion to start a 
second junior court 
in Harrah.
 Being the rep-
resentative for Louisi-
ana, New Mexico and 
Oklahoma is such a 
pleasure.  The state 
boards, as well as the 
members they lead, 
are truly dedicated 
to the principles of 
Catholic Daughters 
and add to the legacy 
of the women of the 
Church every day.

WORLD
Mission Sunday

“ a Eucharistic celebration for all 
the missions of the world ”

October 18, 2009 
THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH
... A PONTIFICAL MISSION SOCIETY
www.onefamilyinmission.org

Monsignor John E. Kozar + National Director

70 West 36th Street, 8th Floor + New York NY 10018    

212.563.8700 + www.onefamilyinmission.org

nalnall Dir DirectoctorrDiDiDiDinn
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 For this term I have been assigned Arkansas, Iowa, and the 
territorial courts of Washington, D.C. The members and state leaders 
of these states and courts are very active. This has been a great oppor-
tunity to get to know and work with these dedicated women.

Iowa
 Iowa is my home state, which is known for its rich farming 
community. Iowa’s slogan is “Fields of Opportunities,” because 
of its diverse opportunities for talents needed for different pro-
fessional positions. Des Moines, the capital, is one of the largest 
insurance company areas in the United States.
 There are 67 Catholic Daughters courts in Iowa with about 
6,000 members, and there is one campus court in Sioux City. 
Since Catholic Daughters of the Americas have been in Iowa since 
1904, four courts have now celebrated their 100th anniversary. 
They are Court Carroll #6, the fi rst court established in Iowa, 
Court Emmetsburg #14, Court Ottumwa #43, and Court Iowa 
City #94. Iowa has fi ve dynamic ladies serving as state offi cers. 
They are State Regent Mary Pester, First Vice State Regent Rose 
Holschlag, Second Vice State Regent Kitty Nilles, State Secretary 
Jan Grundmeyer, and State Treasurer Darlene Moritz. They also 
have 30 district deputies and 11 state chairmen to carry out the 
many activities of the Catholic Daughters mission.
 Throughout the year Iowa has fi ve state projects. They are 
the Priest Education Fund, Chaplain Fund, Fall Food Event, Life-
savers for Abused Women and Children, and Seminarian Support. 
The major project is the Lifesavers for the Abused, which is held 
in late April. Courts collect donations after Mass, at grocery stores, 
post offi ces, and department stores. Each court keeps 60 percent 

of the collection to distribute to agencies helping these women 
and children in their area, and then sends 40 percent to the state. 
After expenses, the state board divides the funds between the four 
Dioceses (Sioux City, Dubuque, Davenport, and Des Moines) for 
the same purpose. 
 At least one fall workshop takes place each year. These are 
organized by the state offi cers and enriched by the state chair-
men and district deputies’ presentations. This year the workshop 
was scheduled for September 26th in Ankeny, Iowa. In years with 
no state convention, Iowa has a CDA day gathering called “Anna 
Baxter Day,” in honor of the only Catholic Daughter from Iowa 
to serve as national regent (from 1968 to 1970). Anna Baxter was 
quite an infl uential woman as she instituted 29 courts in Iowa 
and was instrumental in beginning a national publication called 
“Around the World with Catholic Daughters” that is now Share.  
She also initiated the sevenfold program “Heart Speaks to Heart.” 
The next Anna Baxter Day is scheduled for June 27, 2010, in Fort 
Dodge, Iowa.
 Membership is an important project and goal for Iowa. In 
the past six years Iowa has had a contest to encourage the courts 
to increase membership. Each court is assigned a goal, which is 25 
percent of its membership as of April fi rst. For each one percent of 
goal the court achieves the members have one-half percent of their 
state dues reduced for the following year. Each year at least one 
court reached or nearly reached the 25 percent goal. Every court 
reaching at least fi ve percent of the goal receives a certifi cate and is 
honored at the fall workshop or Anna Baxter Day.
 Each year Iowa sponsors a two-day silent retreat at the 
American Martyrs Retreat House, in Cedar Falls, Iowa. All 

By Helen C. Arndorfer
National Director, Iowa

A t the National CDA Convention in Albuquerque, New Mexico, in July 2008, I 

was elected a national director to serve for my first term. I am excited and 

happy to be able to use my gifts and talents for the Catholic Daughters of 

the Americas. I joined Catholic Daughters in 1966, and I have been active since then, 

serving my court, my state, and now the national level.
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Catholic women in the state are invited, with about 60 women 
attending each year. The retreat opens on Friday evening and 
closes on Sunday noon after lunch. The next retreat is scheduled 
for October 16-18, 2009. 

Arkansas
 The other state for my assignment as national director is 
Arkansas. This is a unique state in that there is only one diocese, 
which is Little Rock. Since only 4.1 percent of the population is 
Catholic, it becomes a challenge to institute new courts in this 
state. The state of Arkansas is an enjoyable place to live and visit, 
with its vast opportunities for employment and recreation. This 
state is the headquarters for Wal-Mart in Bentonville.
 The Catholic Daughters of the Americas were organized 
in Arkansas in 1924, with Court Our Lady of Victory #564. The 
other four courts are Queen of Peace #1809 (1959), Our Lady of 
Immaculate Conception # 2255 (1982), Our Little Flower # 2287 
(1986), and Our Lady of the Holy Redeemer # 2574 (2006). The 
current energetic state offi cers are State Regent Mary Ann Kizer, 
First Vice State Regent Laura Doyle, Second Vice State Regent 
Elaine Hemann, State Secretary Trudy Pascale, and State Treasurer 
Dorothy Sanders. Arkansas has a current active membership of 
306 and has had an increase in membership.
 Mary Ann Kizer, Laura Doyle, and Trudy Pascale at-
tended the National Offi cers’ leadership workshop in Belleville, 
Illinois, in July. They went home challenged and invigorated to 
expand their programs and activities. Their state workshop was 
held onAugust 22, in Pine Bluff, at which they shared their ex-
perience and information
 The Catholic Daughters in Arkansas 
challenge their members with many projects. 
These include the distribution and collection of 
the Freedom of Choice Act postcards, serving 
as honor guard at funerals of deceased mem-
bers, “Celebration of Life Spiritual Adoption” 
program (monthly e-mails to parish mem-
bers), baby items for Birthright, assistance for 
those in need, seminarian support, rosaries for 
Holy Cross Family Ministries, eyeglasses for 
Lion World Services for the blind, drink tabs 
for Ronald McDonald House, sponsorship of 
“Women’s Day of Recollection,” Habitat for 
Humanity, Read Across America, scholarships 
for graduating seniors, and Blessing for Ani-
mals in October.
 Arkansas has the unique ability to have 
one state offi cer per court serving on the state 
board and one person per court serving on the 
nominating committee. Currently the state 
board is researching possible interest in the Cath-
olic Daughters of the Americas in hopes of estab-
lishing a court in other parishes of the Diocese. 

Territorial Courts
 My assignment also covers the territorial courts in Wash-
ington, D.C., which includes Our Lady of the Americas #2334 
with 75 current members. This court is very active with many 
projects and excellent leaders. The offi cers are Regent Joan Til-
lery, Vice Regent Catherine Baun, Recording Secretary Ana Mc 
Bayne, Financial Secretary Nicola Waharton, and Treasurer Pa-
tricia Walker.
 Some of the many activities the court is involved with 
throughout the year are the parish plan, The Catholic University 
of America’s annual CDA lecture, Ministry Fair, Fashion Show, 
Community Sunday, website for court, visiting shut-ins, provid-
ing scholarships to high school students, sponsoring Breast Can-
cer Awareness Day for the community ladies, and helping to move 
a statue for the nuns’ new location.
 Recently this court has been actively “sharing the CDA 
story” by initiating one to six new members at the past three 
meetings. To do this, the court has CDA information available 
at their many activities and answers questions from prospective 
members.
 It has been a pleasure to work with this court. They are very 
involved in community improvement projects and doing well at 
carrying out the mission of CDA.
 The second territorial court in Washington, D.C., is Court 
Incarnation #2026, with 21 members, which meets the third Sun-
day of the month after the 8 A.M. Mass. The offi cers are Regent 
Willa Mae Smith, Vice Regent Frances Young, Recording Sec-
retary Ernestine Yates, Financial Secretary Dorothy Brown, and 
Treasurer Mozella Morris.

415pp. 8" x 11". 
Hundreds of 
illustrations. 
Durable gold-
embossed hardcover. 
STK# 3006✱  $42.00

Mention this ad and receive Free SHipping on your entire order!
(Offer valid until November 1, 2009)

415pp. 8" x 11". 

My Catholic Faith
A Catechism in Pictures

My Catholic Faith Will Nourish Your Catholic Faith! The 
classic 1954 edition of the Catholic catechism will instantly 
take you—and your loved ones—back to the roots of your 
Catholic upbringing. Profusely and beautifully illustrated, 
the durable burgundy and gold-embossed hardcover 
makes it a family heirloom.

My Catholic Faith is one of Angelus Press’ many 
books that honor our Catholic heritage and nourish our 
sacred beliefs. 

Please visit us at www.angeluspress.org or call 
(800) 966-7337 to request a free catalog.
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Iowa Court Celebrates 90 Years

Court Mt. Carmel #354 in 
Lawler, Iowa, which was 

formed on May 11, 1919, began its 
90th year celebration on May 18, 
2009. Following the rosary at 6:45 
P.M., Mass was celebrated by court 
chaplain Rev. David Beckman. A 
reception followed during which 
Regent Carol Bohaty received new 
members Barbara Jirak and Cheryl 
Mracek. Dolores Cuvelier and Irene 
Lensing were awarded pins, certifi-
cates and a red rose for 50 years of 
service. Marcella Schmitt received a 
red rose for her 64 years of member-
ship in the court, the longest of any 
member. Alberta Bouska, who made 
more than 46 layettes this year, and 
Irma Hageman, who made more 
than 50 lap robes for rest homes, 
were presented with red roses.Left to right, flag bearer Estelle Bergeson, Regent Carol Bohaty, Vice Regent Edna Jirak, Treasurer Pat 

Zajicek, Financial Secretary Elaine Costigan and Recording Secretary Shirley Sabelka.

Virginia Court
Celebrates
75th Anniversary

Court Norfolk #1212 in 
Norfolk, Virginia, cele-

brated its 75th anniversary with 
a luncheon at the Lake Wright 
Hotel. Among the honored 
guests were State Regent Jo Ann 
Bonelli, District Deputy Sarah 
Malloy, Regent Alice Wamsley, 
five past regents and 20 court 
members.

Back row, left to right, District Deputy Sarah Malloy and State Regent Jo Ann Bonelli. Front row, left 
to right, Past Regent Dianne Elings, current and past Regent Alice Wamsley, and past regents Dolores 
Sabisky, Terri Decker and Fe Hardin.
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Illinois Court Begins 90-Year Celebration

Court West Chicago #432 in West Chicago, Illinois, began its 90th anniversary year by entering the local city Railroad Days 
Parade on July 12, 2009, on a float that members designed and built. The side of the float read “90 Years of Unity and Char-

ity.” The float won an award for depicting the parade’s theme “If I Could Dream….” to which the court added “Peace, Unity and 
Charity.” On the back of the float was a large poster of the Circle of Love. In November 2009 the court will celebrate its anniversary 
with Mass followed by a luncheon to which local and state officers will be invited.

Left to right, Olympia Fokta, Alice Tinnes, Judy Schuster, Kathy Nagy, Kathy Blenkle, Sylvia Mosier, Elinor Parsons, Jan Lootens, Mary Ann Radkiewicz 
and Linda Alaniz.

Louisiana Court Celebrates
75th Anniversary and Honors
Charter Member

Court St. John #1214 in Plaquemine, Louisiana, celebrated 
its 75th anniversary with a banquet at the Island Country 

Club in Plaquemine, Louisiana on June 8th, 2009. Charter 
member Meredith Bean was honored with a statue of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe. Special guests were Rev. Jerome Dugas, Rev. 
Jason Palermo and Deacon Alfred Ricard. Fifty-year member-
ship awards were given to Peggy Eby, Carol Landry and Gerry 
Waguespack. A 25-year membership award was given to Rita 
Redden. Perfect attendance awards were also given.
  Charter member Meredith Bean, left, with Regent Carol Landry, right.

Anniversaries



Golden Anniversary for Lake Charles Court

Court Our Lady Queen of Heaven #1785 in Lake Charles, Louisiana, celebrated the 50th Anniversary of its formation on June 29, 
1958. The court represents the local churches of the Lake Charles Diocese of Calcasieu Parish including Our Lady Queen of Heaven, 

Saint Martin DePorres, Christ The King and Our Lady of Good Counsel.

Bottom front row, left to right, Una Couvillion, Lillie Breaux, first state vice regent, Gloria Newman, regent, Elista Price, vice regent, Mary Ann Kohnke-
Borel, financial secretary, Phyllis Zaleski, recording secretary, Geri Savoy, treasurer, Audrey Vinson, Mae Westrope and Hilda Henry. Second row, left to 
right, Joyce Clarke, Ann Bourgeois, Mable Thibodeaux, Thelma Soileau, Corrine Fitzsimmon, Leola Broussard, Catherine Singer, Geraldine Landry, Lillian 
Morris and Melina Dally. Third row, left to right, Maureen Armentor, Melba Portinause, Brenda Hickman, Marlene Hillebrandt, Shirley Verrette, Sandra 
Dally, Joyce Mueller, Elaine Trahan, Yvonne Carpenter, Margaret Zimmerman, Mary Louise Leger and Louise Stelly. Back row, left to right, Carrie Ad-
dison, Sherrie Louviere, Lorie Labbe, Helen Guillory, Linda Breaux, Patricia Ruder, Catherine Foret and Wilma Michaud.

California Court
Celebrates 60 Years

Court Father Francisco de Lausen, #1508 in Mission San Jose, Cali-
fornia, which was founded on April 24, 1949, celebrated its 60th 
anniversary by honoring charter members and presenting member-
ship pins. In the photo, top row, left to right, are charter members 
Connie Sanchez, district deputy of Court St. Raymond #2057 in 
Dublin, California, Betty Andrade and Regina Dennie. Bottom row, 
left to right, Anna May Campagna and Mae Mendonca.
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Past State Regents’ Club Contributes to Massachusetts Convention 

Joined by National Director and 
Massachusetts State Supervi-

sor Helene Shepard, members of 
the Past State Regents Club had 
important roles at the 2009 Mas-
sachusetts Biennial State Conven-
tion. The convention, chaired by 
Patricia Devine, immediate past 
state regent, was led by Joyce Anne 
Fleming and with the support of 
Helene Shepard. Past National Re-
gent M. Joan McKenna chaired the 
resolutions committee, which re-
sulted in nine action-oriented reso-
lutions. Lorraine Mulrean and Joan 
Mahoney served on the hospitality 
committee, while Marie Treggiari 
presented the treasurer’s report for 
the previous two-year period.

News&Notes

Hats Off to the Ladies of This Court

Members of Court Annunciata #260 in Connelsville, Pennsylvania, 
recently held a Crazy Hat Day followed by a meeting and social. In 
the photo are, front, center, Financial Secretary Pam Mckeel; back 
row, left to right, member Nancy Miller, Regent Ginny McDowell, 
Vice Regent Dolly Tissue, Recording Secretary Pam Akers and Ban-
ner Bearer Evelyn Sperry, who won first prize for the “craziest” hat.

Florida Court Works to SOLVE
Problems for Babies

Court St. Vincent De Paul #2172 in Holiday, Florida held its annual baby 
shower for SOLVE, which helps babies in need. In the photo, court 
members stand in front of a table with some of the gifts received at the 
baby shower.

Members of the Massachusetts Past State Regents’ Club and National Director Helene Shepard pause 
after convention activities. Left to right, M. Joan McKenna, past national regent, Joyce Anne Fleming, 
Patricia Devine, National Director Helene Shepard, Lorraine Mulrean, Joan Mahoney and Marie Treggiari.



Combining Donations 
to Help Babies in
Washington

Court Madonna of the Valley #2556 
in Spokane Valley, Washington, 

supports the Catholic Charities CAPA 
(Childbirth and Parenting Alone) pro-
gram by sponsoring a Christmas Lun-
cheon and Lenten Collection of baby 
items. The court purchased 10 cases of 
diapers for $405 and six baskets to hold 
all of the items donated and purchased. 
Court Madonna donated the items to 
the CAPA program with the under-
standing that CAPA would distribute 
them as needed.

Left to right, Hilda Boyd, financial secretary, with coordinators of the CAPA Project Arleen Spragg (Washington State Catholic Daughter of the Year) and 
Stephanie Allen. The quilt that Arleen and Stephanie are holding was made by Stephanie Allen and Donna June Kellams.
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Louisiana Court Relays Hope

On May 15, 2009, members of Our Lady of the Snows #1980 
in Maplewood, Louisiana, participated in the American Can-

cer Society’s Relay for Life on the grounds of the Lake Charles Civic 
Center. The court’s team raised $2620 for the American Cancer 
Society by purchasing luminary bags, hosting Bunco parties and 
selling pulled pork sandwiches at the relay. This was done in mem-
ory of past court regent Sylvia Martin, who supported the charity 
before she herself became ill.

Court members at the Relay for Life, from left to right, Joan Benoit, Lisa 
Hill, May Hill, regent, and Cathy Hill selling pulled pork sandwiches at the 
event. May and Joan are both cancer survivors.

Flying High on Perfect Attendance
in Texas

Court Our Lady Queen of the Lake #2364 in Lake Jackson, 
Texas, recently honored members who have had perfect at-
tendance at meetings for the past two years. Honorees were 
treated to a dinner at the Windsock Grill. Standing in front of a 
small airplane that symbolizes how the members soared to two 
years of meetings are, left to right, Brenda Dellemea, Bunny 
Swist, Rachael Pawelka, Ruth Cleaver, Patty Matus, Isabel 
Respondek, Estelle Bohac and Regent Mary Montague.
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Massachusetts Courts Attend Festival to Celebrate Rosary

On Saturday June 6, 2009, members 
of the Massachusetts State Board 

joined Daughters from Massachusetts 
courts for the Rosary Fest at Stonehill 
College in North Easton, Massachusetts. 
Dressed in purple and holding their Cath-
olic Daughters banners, CDA members 
gathered in a section reserved for them for 
a day of prayer that was attended by more 
than 300 people. Organized by Holy 
Cross Family Ministries, the afternoon in-
cluded eucharistic adoration, reflections, 
and guest speakers who gave eye witness as 
to the power of prayer in the world today. 
Most Rev. George Coleman, bishop of the 
Fall River Diocese, led the prayers of the 
rosary and for each decade was joined by 
representatives from the ethnic communi-
ties who spoke in their native tongue. 
   Dressed in purple, Massachusetts court members pause for an outdoor picture at the Rosary Fest 

at Stonehill College.

News&Notes

New York Court Holds Communion Breakfast

On Saturday, April 18, Court Morning Star #899 in Northport, New York, held a com-
munion breakfast at the Father Judge Knights of Columbus Hall in East Northport. 

Arlene Calcano was chairman for the event and Ann Lubben co-chair. Mass was celebrated at 
8:30 A.M. at Saint Anthony of Padua Church, followed by breakfast. Rose Marie Milliman 
was lector and the eucharistic ministers were Marie Naclario and Rose Marie Marron.

Court Regent Eileen Gellen, left, addresses the communion breakfast gathering while communion 
breakfast chairman Arlene Calcano looks on.

Illinois Court
Introduces Scholarship 
Award Winner

Court Our Lady of Fatima #2555 in Pawnee, 
Illinois, awarded its annual $100 scholar-
ship to Vincent Johnson. The award was 
presented at the court’s annual mother-
daughter banquet. Vincent was chosen as 
the award-winner because of his sportsman-
ship, academic record and the many hours of 
volunteer time he donated to Catholic groups 
and events in Pawnee. In the photo, Regent 
Marilyn Fitzpatrick, presents a check for 
$100 to Vincent Johnson, left.



Connecticut
State Officers
Installed

Newly-elected Connecticut 
state officers installed on 
April 25, 2009, are, from left 
to right, Grace Gambino, state 
treasurer; Linda Perry, first 
vice state regent; Gail Krasin-
ski, state regent; Doris Berke, 
second vice state regent; and 
Amy Stavola, state secretary.
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Share Editor Reads Her
Poem at National
Remembrance Ceremony

Share editor Peggy Eastman read her 
poem, “Renewal,” at the Remem-

brance Ceremony for deceased loved ones 
held at the annual national meeting of 
the Ovarian Cancer National Alliance in 
Washington, D.C., on July 8, 2009. Peggy 
dedicated her poem to her friend, Patricia 
Young, who died of ovarian cancer.
 This is the second year that Peggy has 
read one of her poems at the Remembrance 
Ceremony at this meeting.

New York Court Appreciates Membership Chairman
 

Patricia Ziegler, regent of Court Ave Maria #832 in Kings Park, New York, left, presents flowers to 
Katherine Martell, right, membership chairman, at their final meeting of the year on June 15, 2009.

Court News Photos
When sending in a photo for a 

court news item, please be sure 

to send a print even if you are 

using a digital camera.
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New Hampshire Announces 2009 
Catholic Daughter of the Year

Judith Beauregard was selected as the 2009 Catholic Daugh-
ter of the Year at the 41st Biennial State Convention held in 

Concord, New Hampshire, on April 18 and 19. The New Hamp-
shire State Court recognizes women throughout the state for their 
service to their parish community and commitment to their local 
and state Catholic Daughter courts and the national organization. 
Judith Beauregard has been a member of Court St. Joseph #1773 
in Hinsdale, New Hampshire, for 32 years. She was nominated to 
be Catholic Daughter of the Year because of her outstanding lead-
ership, organizational skills and commitment to CDA. 

New Hampshire State Regent Cynthia Garside, left, and 2009 New 
Hampshire Catholic Daughter of the Year, Judith Beauregard.

Honoring Vermont Court Chaplain’s 
60th Year of Ordination

Court St. Mary #468 in St. Albans, Vermont, celebrated 
his 60 years as a priest for Court Chaplain Rev. Ber-

nard Bechard, SSE with a dinner in his honor. Following the 
meal, Regent Barbara Colby and Vice Regent Louise Doyle 
spoke of Father Bechard’s many accomplishments. In 1983 
he became chaplain for Court St. Mary and his service and 
loyalty to the Catholic Daughters remain to this day. Fa-
ther Bechard remains active, mowing three acres of cemetery 
lawn on foot, visiting nursing homes and Burlington and St. 
Albans’ hospitals where he attends to the sick and dying.

Father Bechard, second from left, is about to pour cream into his coffee 
as he sits on the dais among Catholic Daughters at the dinner given in 
his honor.

People

Though the photo was prepared with humor, it belies a 
serious subject: cancer treatment. Florida State Chap-

lain Rev. Ed Lamp is bald by choice after shaving his head 
many years ago to better minister to someone who had lost 
their hair due to medical reasons. At this year’s Florida bi-
ennial state convention, he learned that Secretary Pro-tem 
and Convention Secretary Jari Mogavero was currently 
bald as a result of undergoing chemotherapy and radia-
tion treatment for cancer. Father Lamp asked Jari if she 
would remove her wig and share her “badge of courage” 
with those in attendance. She did so and said that she was 
very relieved because the wig was quite uncomfortable and 
it was liberating not to have to wear it all the time. 

Florida State Chaplain Rev. Ed Lamp (left) and Secretary Pro-tem Jari 
Mogavero.

Putting Their Heads Together
to Face Cancer



Active at 103

At 103 years old, Elisabeth Lemmerich continues to be active 
with the Catholic Daughters. Though no longer able to at-

tend meetings, Elisabeth is actively involved with projects, such as 
when she recently assisted her niece Ruby Smothers with making 
ditty bags. Since December 2008, Elisabeth helped fi ll 225 bags 
with personal items which were donated to homeless individuals, 
veterans and nursing homes. Elisabeth, who currently resides at the 
Citrus Nursing Center in Fontana, California, was born in 1903 in 
Cincinnati. Among her proudest moments were receiving her 40 
and 70-year membership pins.

Elisabeth Lemmerich sits with one of the many ditty bags she has helped 
prepare for the Catholic Daughters.

Celebrating 100 (and One) Years

Ann Link, a 
member of 

Court Bishop Weh-
rle #1919 in Rich-
ardton, North Da-
kota, celebrated her 
101st birthday on 
February 16, 2009 
at a gathering of 
family and friends. 
Ann has been a 
Catholic Daughter 
for 40 years.

Happy 100th Birthday, Martha

Martha Manderfeld, a long-time member of Court St. Anne 
#1840 in Medford, Minnesota, was given a special 100th 

birthday celebration on February 15, 2009. After a Mass of thanks-
giving celebrated by Martha’s cousin, Rev. Raymond Spinler, her 
family hosted a reception that was followed by a social afternoon 
attended by several Catholic Daughters from Court St. Anne. 
Martha resides in a board and care facility, where she enjoys rais-
ing violets, croqueting and sewing quilts and assorted gifts for her 
grandchildren and great grandchildren.

Happy 97th Birthday, Gertrude

The sweet lady in the picture, which was taken on the day of her 97th birth-
day, is Gertrude Wotipka Christian. Gertrude was born on December 7, 1911. 
A member of Court Corpus Christi #246 in Corpus Christi, Texas, Gertrude 
celebrated her 62nd year as a Catholic Daughter on May 25, 2009.

38	 Share	Magazine		•		Fall	2009

People

Ann Link



The	Catholic	Daughters	of	the	Americas	 39

People

Have You Moved? Is Your Mailing Label 
Incorrect? If so, please notify your court’s 
financial secretary and the CDA Nation-
al Headquarters. Send the mailing label 
showing your old address along with your 
new address to: Margaret O’Brien, Catho-
lic Daughters of the Americas, 10 West 
71st St., New York, N.Y. 10023

Name 
Address
City State          Zip 

Attach mailing label here.

DID YOU KNOW that the cost for every  
Share Magazine that

is returned to us due to an incorrect address is $1.14 (.70 return postage due plus an
additonal .44 to find out what the correct address is)?  It is imperative that all changes of 
address are sent to us when they occur.  If you are a snowbird, perhaps you could ask 
your local post office to hold the Share magazine along with all your other periodical  
mail for your return.

This would save CDA more than $4,100.00 per year.

New Pennsylvania
Court Instituted

Court St. Frances de Sales 
#2617 in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, was instituted 
on Sunday, March 15, 2009, 
at St. Joachim’s Roman Cath-
olic Church. Rev. Steven P. 
Wetzel, OSFS, pastor, was 
instrumental in establishing 
the court. Eighteen women 
took the membership pledge 
following the homily. After 
Mass the institution of Court 
St. Frances de Sales #2617 
took place followed by the in-
stallation of offi cers. Elected 
were Tina Dambach, regent, 
Christine Butler, vice regent, 
Diana Luciano, recording sec-
retary, Deanna Lee Teixeira, fi nancial secretary, and Barbara 
A. Jones, treasurer. Participants included State Regent Laraine 
McGinnis, First Vice State Regent and Membership Co-Chair 
Margaret Novak, Second Vice State Regent Peggy Guckin, Pat 

Gildea, membership co-chair and Shirley Hall, membership 
team. Also present were Letty Barnes, district deputy, and of-
fi cers and members of sister Court St. Dominic #2222 and a 
Knights of Columbus Color Guard.

Front row, sitting, left to right, Deanna Lee Teixeira, fi nancial secretary, Christine Butler, vice regent, Tina Dam-
bach, regent, Diane Luciano, recording secretary and Barbara A. Jones, treasurer. Standing, left to right, Thelma 
M. Daly, Sandy Schultz, Rose M. Cox, Carol Wetzel, Donna M. Bradley, Rev. Steven P. Wetzel, OSFS, Brenda Lee 
Miranda, Maryanne Seifert, Mary C. Motets, Janice Casino, and Catherine Marie Merrick. Not present for this 
picture were Mary Ann Morley, Alice A. Murray and Dianne Golden.



Transitions: A Spiritual Journey
By Diane Fekete
(Spirit Publishing, Stratford, Connecticut 2009)

Reviewed by Peggy Eastman

This personal and informative book addresses a growing issue in U.S. society: 
adult children helping to care for elderly parents – a tricky role reversal many 

American women in the baby boom generation have already experienced or will 
experience in the future. The book puts human faces on statistics.
 Author Diane Fekete, a member of Court St. Cecelia #735 in Stratford, 
Connecticut, has worked in the fi eld of elder care since 2002, and is certifi ed 
by the Alzheimer’s Association as a trainer on dementia care. She could have 
written a how-to guidebook on helping aging parents with health, logistical and 
daily-living problems. 
 But Fekete wisely chose not to go that somewhat dry route and rather 
to write a spiritually-based personal story about her own aging parents’ growing 
needs. She adds the how-to helpful information – such as a section on in-home 
care and a listing of relevant Web sites – at the back. The result is a compelling 
look at how families cope with aging in a Christian context. Each chapter begins 
with a Scriptural quotation, and there is a glossary of religious terms at the back. 
 As is so often the case with aging parents living independently, Fekete’s sto-
ry starts with a family crisis: the fall of her father. Fekete arrives on the scene when 
her father has spent a terrible night of pain because neither he nor her mother 
called after the fall occurred. “Why didn’t you call me yesterday?” Diane asks. Her 
mother responds, “You were working and we didn’t want to bother you.” From 
this point on, the book explores the challenges of trying to help elderly parents 
and still let them retain their dignity and autonomy. 
 I found myself identifying with Fekete, since I have walked the same road with my own parents. I also identifi ed 
with Fekete as she turned to prayer, since I, too, relied on prayer in the challenging situations triggered by caring for older 
parents. “Talking to God was, for me, a way of sharing my concerns with a higher power and I turned to Him, my true 
comforter,” Fekete writes. When times were tough, she found that her true comforter was always there.
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Guidelines for Share Copy

 Court news is the lifeblood of your magazine, and we welcome all your submissions, which should be sent to the New York 
offi ce of CDA, 10 West 71st St., New York, NY 10023, attention: Share staff. Please type and double-space your material on 81/2˝ 
by 11˝ paper; we cannot accept handwritten articles as they are diffi cult to read, particularly names. We strive to avoid misspelling 
of names or courts.
 When referring to clergy, a celebrant or speaker, please use the FULL NAME, i.e., Rev. James Smith, NOT Father Smith, or 
Ida Brown, NOT Mrs. Brown. Be sure to include correct titles where appropriate. Newspaper clippings should not be submitted as 
your entry, as we do not have time to condense and rewrite articles.
 Please be certain to identify everyone in your court news item, and include your own name, court name and number, city, state 
and phone number with the item. Sometimes we receive items in which the court’s name or number is missing, and it is very hard 
to try to fi gure out which court is represented.
 When sending photos, please send clear, in-focus prints with full captions. Blurry or dark photos will not print well. Photos cannot 
be returned; if it is something you want to keep, have a duplicate made.
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FABRIC 

ADVENT CALENDAR
28.5˝ LONG x 14.5˝ WIDE

$19.95

101610
10˝ ADVENT TAPERS 

(SET OF 4 
CANDLES)

$2.95

37670
MAGNETIC 
ADVENT
CALENDAR
17˝ LONG 
x 14.25˝ HIGH 
$49.95

87778
CHOCOLATE 

ADVENT CALENDAR
PIECE OF CHOCOLATE

FOR EACH DAY
$5.95

39822
HOLIDAY CERAMIC DIP CHILLER

4˝ DIAMETER x 4˝ TALL
$1.95 EACH

403800
BRASS ADVENT WREATH, 8˝ DIA.
(CANDLES SOLD SEPARATELY)

$4.95

9929673
ADVENT WREATH, 16˝ DIA. 

(CANDLES SOLD SEPARATELY)
INCREDIBLE VALUE

$8.95

85556
FESTIVE BERRY ADVENT WREATH

10˝ DIAMETER 
(CANDLES SOLD SEPARATELY)

SPECIAL $12.95

3 EASY WAYS TO SHOP!
• Visit us on the web at www.giftswithlove.com or

www.stjudeshop.com/
• Call toll free 1• 800• 5237604
• Stop by one of our 4 convenient retail stores:

Havertown• Cherry Hill• South Philadelphia• Malvern

CALL FOR OUR CHRISTMAS CATALOG
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Thank you for your generous support!

*Please enter the appropriate month and number on the coupon below.

January (Garnet) #2908

February (Dark Amethyst) #2909

March (Aqua) #2910

April (Crystal) #2911

May (Emerald) #2912

June (Light Amethyst) #2913

July (Ruby) #2914

August (Peridot) #2915

September (Sapphire) #2916

October (Rose) #2917

November (Topaz) #2918

December (Zircon) #2919

We will send you this Birthstone Rosary in
gratitude for your gift of $15 or more.  Your donation 

will support the ministries of the Missionary Oblates as 
we serve poor and needy people in our missions around the world.

Availablefrom the
Missionary Oblates

Dear Fr. John, enclosed is my offering to the Missionary Oblates.

$15 $20    $30     $45    $100     $______
  Check/Money Order         

Credit Card # ______  ______  ______  ______
Exp. Date _____ /_____ E-mail _________________________

Signature (required) _________________________________________

Please send _____ Birthstone Rosary(ies).
Month(s) ___________________________________#____________ ($15 or more offering each)

Name _________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________

City __________________________ State______ ZIP __________

#912057
9480 N. De Mazenod Drive

Belleville, IL  62223-1160

Any gifts requested through the mail will be received within 3-6 weeks.

• Fire-polished crystal beads are available in the 
color of each month

• Sturdy lock-link chain
• Traditional silver crucifix and Sacred Heart

centerpiece

Donate Now Toll Free 
At 1-888-330-6264

(7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Central, M-F)
www.oblatesusa.org/ads/share
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