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Family Rosary
Family Theater Productions
Family Rosary International

Father Peyton Family Institute

The Family That Prays Together Stays Together™

What’s a grandmother to do?
Ah, the challenges of growing older! Young people think they 

are the only ones who have to deal with it. Grandmoth-
ers face it every day. Children growing up and leaving 

home. Starting all over again when your husband is 
gone. Moving in with your children just to get by. Rosa 

knows all about these challenges. In The Eggplant 
Lady, she tries to help her granddaughter deal with 

change while facing it herself. This heartwarming 
story shows how both adapt to situations that 

neither can control by learning the valuable 
lesson of Christ’s suffering in the 
garden of Gethsemani. The Eggplant 
Lady features a recipe with a secret ingredi-

ent, tears and laughter, faith and family. This 
DVD will inspire and touch viewers of all ages.

DVD $8.95

Features both 

English and 

Spanish tracks.
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National Regent’s Message

AbouttheCover
As we enter a new year, this photo

of a stained glass window detail of

the Virgin Mary inside Saint Peter’s 

Church in Washington, D.C., seems

to offer serenity and compassion to

all in a hurting world. Many U.S.

Presidents have worshipped in this 

church, which is near the White House.

Photo by Richard Gunion/www.istock.com
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Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas strives to embrace 

the principle of faith working 

through love in the promotion 

of justice, equality, and the 

advancement of human rights 

and human dignity for all.

Climbing the Mountain with Your Help
My dear sisters in Christ,

It is difficult to believe that I am writing my first letter for Share as the na-
tional regent of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. As I sit here typing, I am 
reminded of what an amazing journey this has been for me. Memories of meetings, 
conventions, friends, joys and sorrows come flooding back to me, and while some will 
say that I have given much to the Catholic Daughters I am more overwhelmed at how 
very much the Catholic Daughters have given me. I would not be the person I am today 
without my experiences with this remarkable charitable organization. Thank you so very 
much for traveling this road with me.

My journey started in 1983 when I joined the Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas. It has been very exciting and sometimes unexpected things have happened, 
but here I am. My years on the state and national boards have been a learning experi-
ence for me. As I embark on this newest adventure as national regent, I know that I stand on the shoulders of some very 
strong and knowledgeable giants in the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. No one gets to where they are today without 
help from someone and definitely not without the help of the Lord and Our Blessed Mother. Thank you for giving me the 
privilege of serving as your national regent. Some may think that one gets to the peak of the mountain alone; this is far 
from true, and neither can we stand there alone. The work of the National Regent and National Board is not something 
that we can do alone. We need the help of all of you to do the job well.  

Our theme for the next two years is, “For in Him we live, and move and have our being.” (Acts 17:28). We must 
always remember that the work of our organization is rooted in Christ and the Blessed Mother, so we must strive to 
strengthen our spirituality within the Catholic Daughters. One of the facets of our Circle of Love is Spiritual Enhancement. 
Spirituality keeps us united. It is what separates us from other organizations. It is what meets our needs when we need 
comfort. Retreats and days of recollection are a good source of keeping Catholic Daughters in a united sisterhood. 

It gives me a great deal of pleasure to announce that our national chaplain for this term will be the Most Reverend 
David E. Fellhauer of the Diocese of Victoria, Texas. Bishop Fellhauer is a good friend of Catholic Daughters and is very 
supportive of our Order, and he is a good friend to me. The Bishop served as state chaplain during my term as state regent, 
so he knows the Catholic Daughters of the Americas well.

Our National Clergy Consultant Reverend Donald Ruppert has had the distinct honor of being appointed the first 
state clergy consultant in CDA. He served as court chaplain for Court St. Ann #369 in Victoria and now serves as court 

National Regent Libby Ramirez

continued on page 4
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National Clergy Consultant’s Message

Mary, a Model for Daily Life
My dear Catholic Daughters: 

Catholics begin each New Year celebrating the motherhood of Mary. She is the 
model Catholic Daughters strive to imitate while living their daily lives. Along with St. 
Joseph, the Blessed Virgin Mary protected the child Jesus from harm, provided for all 
His needs, and enfolded Him in a mother’s love. Jesus is God, but then He was also a 
vulnerable human being in need of care and guidance. In His humanity, He needed 
what all God’s people still need today—love and caring support. Catholic Daughters 
provide a vital service by reaching out in love to support our brothers and sisters who 
are powerless and hungry for food and, more importantly, for God.

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas has a rich history filled with accounts 
of how the organization has assisted those in need. Early members rolled bandages 
that were used in treating the wounded of World War I. Today, CDA continues to 
reach out to those in need through both individual court projects and as a national organization in association with other 
charitable groups. Project Handclasp is an official U.S. Navy program which coordinates transportation and delivery of 
humanitarian, educational, and goodwill material donated by corporations, charitable organizations, and private citizens 
throughout the United States. The U.S. military distributes the materials to less fortunate citizens in foreign countries on 
behalf of American citizens. CDA’s support of this program has helped thousands around the world.

Along with The Loyola and Leavey Foundations, the Catholic Daughters in 1986 provided the seed money to 
establish the office of SOAR!  (Support Our Aging Religious). The Catholic Daughters’ continued support of this or-
ganization has provided a comfortable retirement for religious who have dedicated their lives to the care and education 
of children and adults. These are only two examples of the ways members are reaching out to those in need. We need to 
realize that as we have provided for the needs of others, we have also shared with them our faith. We can take pride in 
that and in the fact that we will continue to be witnesses of our faith in Christ as long as we continue to serve.

I believe that to be excited about the future, we must know and appreciate our past. My copy of the CDA history 
book is well worn. I love the Catholic Daughters, and that love grows with the increased knowledge of those who have 
gone before us. Before women could vote and when both society and the Church believed that a woman’s place was in 
the home, courageous Catholic women laid the foundation for this great organization. We need to be enlivened by the 
past and march enthusiastically into the future. There is no limit to what we can accomplish “united in charity.” 

My prayers and best wishes for a prosperous and productive year go out to all of you. Remember the words of the 
national regent’s theme, “For in Him, we live and move and have our being.”

Rev. Donald R. Ruppert
National Clergy Consultant

  East Bernard, Texas

Rev. Donald R. Ruppert

chaplain of St. Bernadette Court of East Bernard and state chaplain of Texas. He is pastor of Holy Cross Church in East Ber-
nard, Texas, and a dear friend. He definitely knows the Catholic Daughters. He actually has read the history of the Catholic 
Daughters AND he can tell us a thing or two about what’s written in the history book. He loves the Catholic Daughters.

All of the members of the national board are extremely honored to have been elected. We are all committed to tak-
ing this responsibility very seriously to work together for the good of CDA with God at the center of all that we do. Each 
member brings different talents to the board, and working together we have committed ourselves to doing everything we 
can to continue the mission of spreading “unity and charity” in our Church and in our world. Please keep the board in your 
prayers and we will keep you in ours, and remember “For in Him we live, and move and have our being.”

NatioNal RegeNt’s Message   continued from page 1
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From The Editor’s Desk

The Ultimate Goal Setter

Anew year is traditionally the time for new resolutions and setting new goals. 
Goal setting is important in the Christian life, as it is in any worthy pursuit. 

In the business world, people are urged to set short-term goals (one to five years) 
and longer-term goals (five to 10 years). Striving to devote two days a week instead 
of one to a chosen volunteer activity such as making lunches in a homeless shelter, 
for example, is a goal that helps us to focus on what is really important in a chosen 
life of Christian service.
 But serving God goes beyond our own efforts at goal setting. In fact, as the 
distinguished 20th century British academician and Christian apologist C.S. Lewis 
wrote, “…the question is not what we intended ourselves to be, but what He in-
tended us to be when He made us.” Think about it. God is quietly guiding us and 
shaping us even as we try – over and over again – to discern and do His will. God is 
our ultimate goal setter. Serving God is living into the Christ-centered life He has 
planned for us.
 We have just celebrated the holy mystery of the birth of Christ. Once again we tenderly placed the tiny baby in 
the mangers of our crèches and knelt to welcome Him at Mass. Droopy poinsettias are now dropping their leaves and our 
Christmas decorations have been carefully wrapped in tissue, boxed and packed away for another year.
 What has not been packed away is the realization of what this infant represents: both the motivation for and the end 
result of all our goal setting. We want to be like Christ. We want to embody Him. We want the presence of Christ inside us 
to help us be His heart for suffering, His eyes for the marginalized, His outstretched hands for giving and His feet to take 
us to the shunned and forgotten among us. 
 If we have Christ within us, we will feel a distinct pricking – as from a thorn – when we encounter an unjustly 
convicted person, a hungry child, a terrorist act of bombing, and exploitation of an immigrant worker. We may want to 
weep. We are meant to feel this pricking and desire to weep, so that both will prod us toward the actions that will end these 
affronts to humanity.
 As C.S. Lewis pointed out, God – our ultimate goal setter – means to take us to a higher level: a level where we will be 
braver, more patient and more loving than we had ever dreamed of being before. He cannot do this if we do not encounter 
obstacles, troubles, temptations and pain along the way, for they are what force us on to that higher level God wants for us. 
 When I set goals and wrote them down for this new year, I realized that what I intend to accomplish might not be 
what God intends. Perhaps He has something entirely different in mind, and when I review the list of my goals at the end 
of 2009 I will find some or much of what I put down still undone. That’s fine if I worked in His service. If we have placed 
ourselves in the hands of the ultimate goal setter, what we accomplish will be according to His will, not ours. 
 Think of the disciples who fished for a living; not in their wildest imaginings did they intend to be fishers of souls. But 
that was before Jesus entered their lives and called them to follow Him. Think of Mary, mother of the Savior. Never did this 
humble young girl imagine that she would be chosen to bear the Son of God. But that was before the angel Gabriel appeared 
to her. And think of the demoralized little band of disciples following Jesus’ death. Never did they imagine that they could 
preach, heal and serve the poor as He did. But that was before the great rushing, empowering wind of Pentecost. God may not 
have such dramatic goals in mind for us, but we can be sure He has a plan for this world, and that we are part of it.
 And so as we sit down to think about our goals for this new year, we might offer the following prayer to the One 
who knows our capabilities far better than we do:
 Loving God, You know best what You want us to become. 
 Help us to pare away and shed all that prevents us
 from reaching that higher plane
 where we can serve You with our 
 best, Christ-centered selves.

Share Editor Peggy Eastman



6 Share Magazine  •  Winter 2008-09

BookCorner

Daughters of Isabella:
Our Legacy, Our Future 1897-2007
By Carol Dorr Clement
Daughters of Isabella, New Haven, Connecticut, hardcover, 2008

Reviewed	by	Peggy	Eastman

In 2003 Carol Dorr Clement, Ph.D., and the Rev. Berard L. Marthaler, OFMConv., published the Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas: A Century in Review. That compelling book tells the story of the first 100 years of the Catholic Daughters, 

and is filled with photos and fascinating historic tidbits. Now Dr. Clement has done it again – as a solo author – for the 
Daughters of Isabella, also a charitable Catholic women’s group. Both books owe their attractive design and liberal use of 
photos to Mercury, publisher of Share magazine. Both are fascinating coffee table books that invite browsing and provide a 
window into the development of organized women’s faith groups at a time when many men and some women felt women 
belonged at home.
 The history of the Daughters of Isabella spans a century of expansion in the United States and Canada 
(the organization was and is strong in Quebec), and the book has a French as well as an English version. It all 
began in 1897, when 67 women in New Haven, Connecticut, formed a ladies’ auxiliary to Knights of Columbus 
Council #65. The background to that event was the 1893 Chicago World’s Fair, an extravaganza of exhibits and 
entertainment highlighting the industrial progress of the 1800s. Even before Chicago was chosen as the site for 
this historic international fair, a group of Chicago suffragettes formed the Queen Isabella Association, also known 
as the Daughters of Isabella. The suffragettes were supporters of Spain’s Queen Isabella, whom they looked up to 
as a strong, independent woman. 
 From its official beginning in New Haven, the Daughters of Isabella spread within Connecticut, and then to 
other parts of the United States and into Canada. The first Isabellan national regent was Agnes Finnigan of New 

Have You Moved? Is Your Mailing Label 
Incorrect? If so, please notify your court’s 
financial secretary and the CDA Nation-
al Headquarters. Send the mailing label 
showing your old address along with your 
new address to: Margaret O’Brien, Catho-
lic Daughters of the Americas, 10 West 
71st St., New York, N.Y. 10023

Name 
Address
City State          Zip 

Attach mailing label here.

DID YOU KNOW that the cost for every  
Share Magazine that

is returned to us due to an incorrect address is $1.12 (.70 return postage due plus an
additonal .42 to find out what the correct address is)?  It is imperative that all changes of 
address are sent to us when they occur.  If you are a snowbird, perhaps you could ask 
your local post office to hold the Share magazine along with all your other periodical  
mail for your return.

This would save CDA more than $4,100.00 per year.



Haven, who assumed her duties on 
July 17, 1906. 

Like any good history, there 
is some intrigue and mystery in 
the story of the Daughters of Isa-
bella, including decades of lawsuits 
over the Isabella name between the 
group in New Haven, which used 
the title first, and a group in Utica, 
New York, which incorporated first 
(in 1903, celebrated as the founding 
year of the Catholic Daughters). In 
fact, as author Clement makes clear, 
confusion about the Isabellan identi-
ty persisted for years. Eventually the 
dispute was settled, and as Catho-
lic Daughters well know, the Utica 
group in 1921 adopted the name the 
Catholic Daughters of America (later 
changed to the Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas to reflect its courts 
south of the border). 

What is most compelling 
about this book – as is true with 
the Catholic Daughters’ history – 
is what it says about the dynamic, 
dedicated women who served to 
shape the organization and uphold 
Catholic values. Author Clement 
has done an excellent job of bringing these vigorous women to life for us; some of them almost leap off the pages. 
Isabellan National Regent Julia Maguire, who died in 1967, was a strong proponent of participation in Catholic 
action projects. Anna Walsh, who succeeded her as national regent, was also a strong supporter of Catholic action. 
During her term in office, members of the Daughters of Isabella studied Vatican II’s decrees on ecumenism and on 
the laity. 

Catholic Daughters will be interested in the common challenges faced by the Daughters of Isabella, especially 
membership and recruitment; in 1994 Isabellan membership dropped below 86,400 (from a high of 120,341 in 
1962), and the decline has continued. The Isabellan international board of 2006-2008 emphasized the need for 
leadership training to attract new members. Like Catholic Daughters, the Isabellans have a strong reverence for the 
Virgin Mary, and Marian devotions have taken many forms in the United States and Canada, from parade floats to 
devotional tableaux.

Despite 21st century challenges, the Daughters of Isabella are looking toward a bright future, as author Clem-
ent makes clear. She chooses to end the book with a quote from Mary Bergman, a past Isabellan international regent, 
who in 2005 used dream imagery to envision the Isabellan future as one filled with works of charity and mercy, prayer 
and unity and friendship with like-minded women. She said, “I awake from my dream with a sweet vision of our 
Blessed Virgin Mary and of Queen Isabella saying, ‘Go Ladies! Go!’”

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas �

Daughters of Isabella
Our Legacy, Our Future 1897–2007

Carol Dorr Clement

D
augh

ters o
f Isabella

 • O
ur Legacy, O

ur Future 1897–2007
 C

aro
l D

o
rr C

lem
ent

1897–2007: North American Catholic women 
combine friendship, patriotism, and 
philanthropy for 110 years, before, 
throughout, and beyond the twentieth century.

Twenty years before the women of Canada and the USA won the right to vote, Catholic women 
in New Haven, Connecticut, formed an independent fraternal benefit society named in honor of 
Queen Isabella of Castile. Daughters of Isabella—Our Legacy, Our Future 1897–2007 recaptures 

the beginnings of the Order and highlights the major events and people in its century-old tradition. 

Decades of generous women and their gifted leaders served the Church, each other, and the world at 
large. Their ritual and motto of unity, friendship, and charity inspired them to deepen their spiritual life 
and outlook. Daughters of Isabella examines the expansion of the Order into four provinces of Canada 
and into the Philippines, where it flourished for twenty-five years. It looks at the women who led the 
organization and the imprint each one made in the developing legacy.

The history draws on three important sources: the Order’s archival records that include convention 
proceedings, national board minutes, and newspaper records; interviews with officers and members in 
Canada and the United States; and the visual collections of individual members, national headquarters, 
and Canadian and USA photo archives.

Daughters of Isabella tells the Isabellan history two ways as visuals interact with text to advance and 
complete the narrative. Both bring the story to life.

Throughout their history Isabellans implemented the mandate of their foundational regent to act 
positively on behalf of others.  During the twentieth century they furthered the work of Catholic 
Action and the lay apostolate. At the beginning of the twenty-first, the Daughters of Isabella are 
shaping their legacy in response to the Church’s call for a “new evangelization” that announces the 
Gospel to people of the third millennium. 

Daughters of Isabella
Our Legacy, Our Future 1897–2007

As you can see from the title of 
this publication, the Daughters 
of Isabella have been a recognized 

organization in the Catholic Church since 
1897. In their 110 years of existence, they 
have been a vital part in the life of many 
parishes throughout the United States, 
Canada and in the Philippines.

As I was growing up, women took pride in 
being members of the local Circle of the 
Daughters of Isabella. For the most part, 
they worked quietly in the background of 
their communities and accomplished much 
good. First and foremost, they are inter-
ested in the spiritual well-being of their 
members. Their activities focus as well on 
the needs of the Church in their local areas 
as well as beyond. The Daughters have 
been and continue to be a valued organiza-
tion within the Church. I have seen first-
hand the commitment of the leadership 
to the well-being of its members, and the 
commitment of the entire Order to the 
Church’s mission.

I congratulate the Daughters of Isabella 
on 110 years of existence. This publica-
tion is a wonderful way to remember the 
past, rejoice in all the good that has been 
accomplished, and turn to the future with 
hope and gratitude.  

Most Reverend Richard J. Malone
Bishop of Portland
Episcopal advisor for the Daughters of Isabella

About theAuthor
Carol Dorr Clement

Carol Dorr Clement’s interest in the 
history of Catholic women’s orga-
nizations in North America began 

when she was a member of the research and 
editing team for Daughters of the Church, A 
Popular History of the Daughters of Charity 
in the United States, 1809-1987.  She holds 
a PhD in Religion and Religious Education 
from the Catholic University of America. 
Her doctoral dissertation explored the his-
tory of Roman Catholic biblical catechesis 
for children of elementary-school age in the 
United States between 1789 and 1995.

In 2003 Doctor Clement co-authored Catho-
lic Daughters of the Americas: A Century in 
Review with Reverend Berard  L. Marthaler, 
OFMConv. The Daughters of Isabella then 
invited her to write Daughters of Isabella—
Our Legacy, Our Future 1897-2007.

Her articles on biblical catechesis, the history 
of catechesis, and the role of Catholic women 
in catechesis in the USA have appeared in The 
Encyclopedia of American Catholic History,
a publication of The Liturgical Press; The 
Living Light, a journal published for many 
years by the Department of Education of 
the United States Catholic Conference (later 
USCCB); Catechetical Leader, a publication 
of The National Conference of Catechetical 
Leadership; and the revised edition of the 
New Catholic Encyclopedia.
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Court Makes Rosaries for Priest
in East Africa

Members of Court Lady of the Miraculous Medal, 
#2165, Algiers, Louisiana, meet twice weekly to make 

rosaries for Rev. Cyprian Ongiro in Kampala-Uganda, East 
Africa. They meet once during the day for those who do not 
work and once at night for those who work. The court helped 
support Father Ongiro while he studied for the priesthood at 
Notre Dame Seminary in New Orleans. 

Seated, left to right: Cynthia Johnson, T’Ann O’Hern, Sandra Richards. 
Standing, left to right, Joann Spencer, Dolly Stakelum, Mary Berthelot 
and Mary Derocha.

California Courts Meet Biannually
To Plan Activities Together

The combined courts of the Oakland, California Diocese 
have a unique way of staying close. Court regents, dis-

trict deputies and area chairmen meet twice yearly, in Janu-
ary and August, to plan upcoming events together. Known as 
the CDA Diocesan Council, they make sure that all courts 
are informed of activities and that dates will not conflict 
with fundraising events. Special attention is given to dates 
in which all courts participate, such as the annual Memorial 
Mass, Patriotic Mass, new member receptions, installation 
of officers and Lenten retreats. A calendar is agreed upon so 
that all officers and courts can support each other’s activities 
and events.

Sitting in their own “circle of love,” court regents, district deputies and 
area chairmen prepare to begin their August meeting.

Several times throughout the year, mem-
bers of Court Queen of Peace #1558, 
Slayton, Minnesota, gather items for care 
packets for military personnel in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Pictured with the boxes they 
have packed are, first row, left to right, 
Joann Halbur, Deb Hagen, Cleota Platt, 
Margaret Short, Alice Knutson and Betty 
Dahlhoff. Second row, left to right, Barb 
Neilsen, Glenna Miller, Maryls Knuth, 
Marge Schoon, Doris Cote, Corrine Zenk. 
Third row, Donna Groebner, Delia Larson.

Caring for Americans
in Uniform with Care
Packages



The Catholic Daughters of the Americas 9

Catholic	Daughters	Making	a	Difference.

Court Dr. Tom Dooley, #2183, 
Lake Placid, New York, 

hosted the 2008 annual Adiron-
dack Deanery Bishop Fund din-
ner on August 18. The tables were 
adorned with white linen table-
cloths, fresh floral arrangements, 
and hosta leaves, transforming the 
St. Agnes School gymnasium into 
a delightful, cheery dining room. 
A social hour of homemade ap-
petizers, fruit punch and wine 
preceded the entrée of homemade 
baked ziti. Dessert consisted of an 
assortment of ice cream sundaes 
with mint chocolate pirouettes. Wearing Court Dr. Tom Dooley’s new Catholic Daughter aprons, former and current students of St. Agnes 

School (future Catholic Daughters) who helped serve the dinner are, from left to right, Emily and Torey 
Patenuade, Jessica Heroux, Maeve Peabody and Katie Sherman.

Immediate Past National Regent Claudia R. 
Bosch and newly elected National Regent Lib-

by Ramirez attended the 2008 Biennial Interna-
tional Convention of the Daughters of Isabella in 
St. Louis, Missouri. Their theme was “Celebrate 
Our History – Keep the Flame Ablaze.”
 Claudia, then national regent, gave greetings 
from the Catholic Daughters of the Americas at 
their banquet. She stated, “Our stories are indeed 
unique and yet very similar, as our organizations 
both focus on being of service to not only our 
members, but to our Church and community as 
well. We have so much to give to the world and 
we have dedicated women in our organizations 
who are ready and able to work for the good of 
our Orders in our Lord’s name.”
 The Order of the Daughters of Isabella is 
a charitable organization of Catholic women in 
the United States and Canada founded in 1897 
on the principle of its motto of “Unity – Friend-
ship – Charity.” (see the book review in this is-
sue of Share).

CDA National Officers Attend Daughters of Isabella National Convention

Future Catholic
Daughters Help Host
Bishop’s Dinner

National Regent Libby Ramirez (left) and Immediate Past Regent Claudia Bosch (right) 
are shown with Elaine Leger, International Regent of the Daughters of Isabella.
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SOAR! is a National Project that is near and dear to the 
hearts of Catholic Daughters, especially since the Daughters do-
nated seed money to help found SOAR!. It was at the begin-
ning of Past National Regent Rayola McLaughin’s term. Rayola, 
committee co-chairman for the October 7 dinner, said, “It was 
1986. There had been a disturbing article in the “Wall Street 
Journal” explaining how poorly our elderly religious were being 

cared for – correction: not being cared for! At the first meeting 
of my newly-formed national board, we were approached by a 
representative who explained that a new organization was being 
formed to help take care of the sisters as they aged. Without 
hesitation, we agreed to donate $25,000.”

With such an early connection to SOAR!, many Catholic 
Daughters leaders attended the banquet. National Regent Libby 

Funds help elderly religious live in comfort with dignity

Catholic Daughters 
Donate to SOAR!
By Tom Panas
National Public Relations Chairman

SOAR! (Support Our Aging Religious), one of the five National Projects of the CDA, 

held its annual 2008 New York Award Dinner on Tuesday, October 7. It took place at 

Tavern on the Green, a famous and elegant New York City restaurant located a few 

blocks from Catholic Daughters headquarters.

Front, left to right, National Director Helene Shepard and New York State 
Regent Mary Impellizeri. Back, left to right Heather Rave and New York 
State Second Vice State Regent Patricia Gavin.

Members of Court Margaret Mary #768, Monroe, New York, left to right, 
Elizabeth Kelleher, Mary Carroll, Janet Heidemann, Grace Alcaro and 
Maureen Burns.

Catholic Daughters 
Donate to SOAR!
Catholic Daughters 
Donate to SOAR!
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Ramirez made the trip from Texas to personally present a $10,000 
check to Sister Patricia Sullivan, RSM, President of SOAR!. Hand-
ing the check to Sister Patricia, Libby said, “We are so proud to 
be a part of SOAR! and through our donations, support the won-
derful work you do. We trust that our contribution this evening 
– which is a result of donations from Catholic Daughters courts 
across the United States and the Americas – will help SOAR! fur-
ther assist our deserving religious, which you do so wonderfully.”
 Libby shared her thoughts 
privately at the banquet table as 
well. “All of our National Projects 
are important to us and we honor 
them equally. Each has a distinc-
tive character and appeal. I think 
what stands out with SOAR! is the 
love and respect we have for the 
dear Sisters and our memories of 
the guidance they gave us when we 
were young.”
 According to the home page of its website, SOAR! is “a 
nonprofit organization of persons who are committed to assur-
ing financially stable and personally secure futures for elderly and 
frail members of Catholic religious congregations in the United 
States, augmenting the efforts of the institutional church.” How 
SOAR! accomplishes this in practical ways was made clear during 
the evening with the presentation of a $25,000 grant to the Sisters 

of Saint Joseph in Brentwood, New York. The grant was awarded 
to purchase a handicapped-accessible van that “will assist 71 sisters 
with a median age of 74.5 to get out to be with people, keep their 
medical appointments and relieve some of the loneliness that is an 
inevitable part of old age.”
 His Eminence Edward Cardinal Egan of the New York 
Archdiocese expressed how deserving all the beloved religious 
are when he thanked them in his remarks, “for building the 

Church in America.” Also in his 
remarks, the Cardinal publicly 
thanked the Catholic Daughters 
for their donation to SOAR!, the 
work they do and “for being Cath-
olic Daughters.” The Cardinal was 
the Catholic Daughters’ national 
chaplain during Grace DiCairano’s 
term as national regent.
 The Daughters were also 
singled out with thanks by Sister 

Patricia during her remarks. It seemed that Sister Patricia, 
the Cardinal and others appreciated the special effort Catho-
lic Daughters leaders made to attend the dinner. Among the 
many who were there were Immediate Past National Regent 
Claudia R. Bosch, Past National Regents M. Joan McKenna, 
Grace DiCairano and Rayola McLaughlin, First Vice National 
Regent Anne Nelson, Second Vice National Regent Shirley 

From left to right, Immediate Past National Regent Claudia Bosch; Past National Regent M. Joan McKenna, Past National Regent Grace DiCairano, His Emi-
nence Edward Cardinal Egan, Past National Regent Rayola McLaughlin and National Regent Libby Ramirez.
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Seyfried and National Executive Director Peggy O’Brien.
 Because the dinner took place in New York City, Catholic 
Daughters from New York State were present, including State Re-
gent Mary Impellizeri, Second Vice State Regent Patricia Gavin, 
National Director Helene Shepard, and members of Helene’s 
court, Court Margaret Mary #768, Monroe, New York. These in-
cluded District Deputies Joan Oram, Elizabeth Kelleher and Mary 
Carroll, members Maureen Burns, Grace Alcaro, Marie Temple 
and Vita Stegnenga. Also in attendance from Court St. Anne, 
Mother of Mary #2419, were Court Regent Heather Rave and 
Karen Rave. There were also several other members from other 
courts in NY State as well as seven members of Court St. Denis 
#1497 of Manasquan, NJ.
 Helene, who has served on the SOAR Committee for more 
than ten years, was co-chair of the raffle, which sold more than 
$5,000 in tickets. “I find helping SOAR! to be a rewarding experi-
ence because we are now able to give to the religious in their time 
of need,” Helene said. “Having been a product of Catholic educa-
tion from grammar school through the Master’s Degree program 
at Fordham University (Fordham is a Catholic University in New 
York City), I am truly grateful for my education and the value sys-
tem I have today. As a Catholic Daughter I am proud to serve on 
this committee.” Catholic Daughters from New York State were 
also present through ads that eight New York courts purchased for 
inclusion in the SOAR! program booklet. Past National Regent 
Rayola McLaughlin also purchased an ad.
 By giving of themselves and their time to be present for 
SOAR!, the Daughters were in return given wonderful and inspir-
ing experiences throughout the evening. In accepting the Saint 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Award (the highest award SOAR! offers), 
Kathy DiFiore, who founded an organization that advocates for 
unwed mothers, introduced young women who were alive because 
she helped persuade their moms not to have an abortion. The im-

mediate and living presence of these young women — fresh, en-
ergetic and thriving — was a powerful pro-life testament that was 
in some ways more moving than many anti-abortion speeches, 
stories and posters combined.
 The evening was heartwarming and fun in other ways. The 
master of ceremonies was George Meade, former co-host of a pop-
ular New York radio talk show, who was engaging and had a good 
sense of humor. As usual, Cardinal Egan had everyone laughing 
as well. It was fun to see New York State Regent Mary Impellizeri 
march right up to the cardinal without a moment’s hesitation and 
ask if he would have his picture taken with the national regent and 
past national regents. He agreed.
 At the banquet table I sat next to Patricia Ford, Develop-
ment Director of the Sisters of St. Dominic in Blauvelt, New York. 
Chatting with Patricia, I learned that the religious order she repre-
sents was founded in response to the plight of orphaned children 
in the late 1800s to promote the welfare of destitute, homeless 
and unprotected children. The Sisters have since expanded their 
founding tradition to include many others who are poor and oth-
erwise marginalized, and to undertake activity on behalf of Catho-
lic social justice issues.
 Two Sisters of the St. Dominic order in Sparkill, New 
York, were awarded the Father Victor Yanitelli, SJ, award. Sis-
ter Dorothy Burns and Sister Jeanne Burns are not biological 
sisters but share the sisterly compassion of helping elderly reli-
gious. Among their activities are visiting the sick; helping the 
elderly complete the paperwork required for Medicare, Medic-
aid, housing and end-of-life preparation; and organizing senior 
events for the 33 Club.
 These two examples reflect the rich traditions and benevo-
lent activities of the religious orders and organizations represented 
at the banquet. They are helped greatly by SOAR!, and through 
your compassion and charitable giving, by each of you.

After complimenting SOAR! on the benevolent work it does, National Regent 
Libby Ramirez, right, presents SOAR! President Sister Patricia Sullivan, RSM, 
left, with a $10,000 check.

From left to right, Kathy DiFiore, who received the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
award during the evening and is known as the “Mother Teresa of New Jer-
sey;” Kathleen Marie Mack, a 13-year old girl who is alive today because 
she was saved from abortion; and National Regent Libby Ramirez.
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Following the beautiful prayer service, National Regent 
Libby Ramirez welcomed everyone to the new National Board. 
She emphasized that it is very important that we always work as a 
team and in doing so we will accomplish much. She announced 
the theme of the next two years will be “For in Him, we live and 
move and have our being.”

CDA National Clergy Consultant Father Donald Ruppert 
attended some of the meetings until he had to leave to conduct 
a wedding in Houston. Father Ruppert will serve as the spiritual 
guide and consultant throughout the two years. He is also the state 
chaplain of Texas and has a great love for Catholic Daughters. 
During the meetings, the National Board also had the privilege of 
being introduced to the CDA national chaplain, Most Reverend 
David Fellhauer, Bishop of Victoria. 

What is it like to be on the national board? What is a 
meeting like? For answers to these questions, the four new mem-
bers of the national board were asked their impressions and 
thoughts about their first National Board meeting. The four 
new members of the national board for 2008-2010 are National 
Directors Helen Arndorfer of Iowa, Maryann Grabasky of North 
Carolina, Janet Martineau of Montana, and Helene Shepard of 

New York. Below are their responses to five questions regarding 
the meeting.

1. What were your feelings/fears/anxieties/concerns as you 
came to the first meeting?    

Helene Shepard
In the days after the convention, I experienced many different 
feelings about my election to the National Board.  There were 
feelings of joy, excitement and of course a little tinge of fear of 
the unknown for the future. However, soon after the first session 
of the meeting my fears were dispelled by the welcoming spirit 
of each and every member of the board. We were now part of a 
“team.” We were all from different states and each one brought a 
different, special gift of herself to the board. 

Helen Ardorfer
Since I’m from a state that is 4th in membership, I know that rep-
resentation is necessary, since it’s been years since Iowa had some-
one on the National Board. I wondered and hoped that I possess 

Continued on following page

Enthusiasm, energy and commitment mark the gathering

First National Board 
Meeting 2008-2010
‘For in Him We Live and Move and Have our Being’

By	Shirley	Seyfried
Second Vice National Regent

“L ord, we offer this day and our activities to you as we are about to begin our first board 

meeting for the 2008-2010 term of office. With a ‘back to school’ spirit of enthusiasm, 

sharpened pencils, clean slates and blank notebooks, we are ready and eager to begin 

our journey. We do so with awareness that without Your divine presence at the center of our gathering 

and within ourselves, our labor will be empty.” Thus began Evelyn Saxton, national spiritual enhance-

ment chairperson’s prayer service at the first new National Board meeting in 2008. What a powerful 

prayer. It reminds us all that in everything we do in Catholic Daughters, God must be at the center.

First National Board 
Meeting 2008-2010
First National Board 
Meeting 2008-2010
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the necessary background and skills to fulfill this important role 
in Catholic Daughters. Previous roles and opportunities have 
made me aware that membership is most important. The CDA 
must “share its story”’ with hopes of being a positive influence 
on other Catholic women. Therefore, I’m very happy to have the 
assignment of membership.

2. What were your impressions of the first meeting?

Maryann Grabasky
Not knowing what to expect of the meetings, I believe that the 
meeting went very well. I now have some insight as to the work-
ings of the national office and what is involved in running the 
CDA organization. I enjoyed the presentations by Evelyn Saxton. 
They made you look at yourself and think about your abilities, 
the gifts we have from God and how we can use them to the best 
of our ability.

Janet Martineau
It was well planned, with an efficient use of time, opportunities to 
mix during meals and learn the “personal side” of other national 
officers and directors. Although only four of us are new, time was 
allocated for our benefit to introduce us to directors’ duties.

3. Did anything happen that you did not expect; if so, what?

Helene Shepard
I was delighted to see that humor could be injected from time to 

time, making the sessions most enjoyable while being in a think 
tank and working for two days. 

Maryann Grabasky
The pairing of a current director with a new one for roommates 
is a great idea. It took the edge off of the anxiety and fear of the 
unknown.

4. Did anything surprise you at the meeting; if so, what?

Helene Shepard
I was delighted to see so many wonderful Catholic Daughters 
in Corpus, Christi, Texas, where the meeting was held, attend 
to our needs for a wonderful celebration for National Regent 
Libby Ramirez. 
 I was excited and honored to be appointed chairman for 
the 2010 National Convention which will be held in Buffalo. We 
will work, pray, and plan.

Helen Arndorfer
The attitude of all the board members was so positive, which made 
everyone very comfortable.

5. How do you feel about being on the National Board?  Have 
those feelings changed since you were elected, and if so, how?

Continued on page 28

The National Board took a break for a photograph with National Clergy Consultant Father Donald Ruppert of East Bernard, Texas. Members in the picture 
from left to right (front row): Duchess Collins, national director, Peggy O’Brien, national executive director, Anne Nelson, first vice national regent, Libby 
Ramirez, national regent, Father Ruppert, Joanne Tomassi, national regent-elect, Shirley Seyfried, second vice national regent, and Theresa Kocer, national 
secretary-treasurer. Back Row (left to right) are eight national directors: Maryann Grabasky, Janet Martineau, Letty Calvetti, Evelyn Saxton, Helen Arndorfer 
(behind Father Ruppert), Helene Shepard, Lorayne Zimmerman, and Lois Nelson.
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Joanne Tomassi
National Regent-Elect
St.	Pete	Beach,	Florida

Serving as a national 
officer of the Catholic Daugh-
ters is an honor and a privilege 
filled with excitement and 
joy, trepidation and fear and 
a great deal of responsibility. I 
clearly remember my anticipa-
tion as I prepared for the first 
official meeting following my 
election as national director in July 2000. The purpose of the “in-
terim board meeting” is to educate the new board members about 
their duties and assignments and to outline the expectations, rules 
and regulations of serving on the national board.

Since my mother Rose Tomassi served several terms on the 
board I felt I knew quite a bit about the expectations, but I must 
say every national regent has her own style and so each new term 
is a new adventure in learning. Each board member is assigned to 
several state and/or territorial courts as their designated national 
representative. Her job is to act as the intermediary between the 
courts and the National Regent. She is there to answer questions, 
give advice, convey information, attend a board meeting or two 
and represent the national regent at the State Convention. Cur-
rently I have been assigned to three very diverse states: California, 
Virginia and Florida.

California is my “biggest” state with 86 courts. One of their 
biggest challenges is the vast distance from the northern border to 
the southern border. The state board works very hard to reach 
out to all areas of the state by holding several training workshops 
in different areas of the state. I have had the privilege of meeting 
with the talented group of women who compose the State Board 

of California. They are so full of energy and enthusiasm for CDA. 
The state’s newest undertaking is to raise enough money to build 
a house for Habitat for Humanity, and I have no doubt they will 
achieve this goal. They are currently putting together a state cook-
book full of many wonderful recipes.

My other two assigned states are quite small in compari-
son to California. Virginia has 10 courts and Florida has seven 
courts. The Catholic Daughters of Virginia recently realized the 
completion of their five-year project to build a house for Habitat 
for Humanity. I had the privilege of attending the dedication of 
this beautiful structure. It was a wonderful experience to see the 
joy in the faces of the family that is now living in the home. I also 
had the privilege of meeting with the state officers of Virginia. The 
Virginia State Board is now focusing their energy on extension 
(new courts) and leadership training. The state officers believe that 
if they build their membership and develop great leaders they will 
continue to serve their communities and Church as proud Catho-
lic Daughters.

The Florida Catholic Daughters are very active in the 
National Education Contest and have been for many years. In 
addition, they are staunch supporters of education for future 
priests and for special needs children. Meeting with the state 
officers of Florida is a little easier as they are in my home state. 
They recognize the need for an increased presence in the State 
of Florida and growth of membership in each of the courts. 
The state just kicked off a new membership drive with cash 
prizes for the top two courts and dues incentives for any court 
that increases its membership.

Of all of my duties, the one that is the most fun and yet can 
be the most difficult is serving as the national representative at the 
state conventions. You never know what questions will arise. Usu-
ally you are treated like a queen, a special guest. You are escorted 
wherever you go, tended to and pampered. All of my states have 
made me feel very welcome and at home, like one of the family. 

New officers reflect on their opportunities and challenges

Journeys of Service
and Responsibility
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Sometimes the travel is a bit challenging. I could almost write a 
book about the misadventures I have had. But it is always worth 
the trouble as the outcome is being there to represent one of the 
greatest organizations in the world. And, although I have traveled 
to many places, often I never see anything more than the airport 
and the hotel. But that is O.K. because I am not on vacation; I am 
working for the CDA.
 Sometimes I am so humbled by the dedication of the of-
ficers with whom I work. We have so many great women serving 
as officers in our states and I love working with them. So often 
they seem to think I know all of the answers, but I almost always 
learn something from them as well. I am so thankful to have 
been given the opportunity to serve the Catholic Daughters at 
the national level and look forward to the upcoming two terms 
in office. As national regent-elect, the next two years will involve 
a tremendous amount of learning and preparation to assume the 
reins in 2010 while still fulfilling my current duties to the board. 
I have worked under several great leaders and am glad to have 
our current national regent Libby Ramirez as my mentor for my 
next role as national regent.

Lois	Nelson
National	Director
Medford,	Minnesota	
 I am now serving my 
second term of office and 
continue with my state assign-
ments of Nebraska and Michi-
gan. For the 2008-2010 years, 
Nevada has also been added 
to my responsibility. All three 
states are unique. They have 
excellent, committed state of-
ficer teams and enthusiastic members. I’m thankful to be working 
with them.
 Nebraska is located right in the center of our country 
with 3,007 members coming from the heartland of this great 
nation. Monica Veik is in her fourth year as state regent. This 
state celebrated on June 1, 2008, the organization of its 39th 
court, Court Our Lady of Faith #2604, with 52 charter mem-
bers at St James Parish in Omaha.  Past State Regents Margaret 
Ryan, Kim Spicka and Judy Smith were all a part of this special 
celebration. Numerous neighboring court officers and mem-
bers were in attendance. 
 At their last convention, the delegation voted to support 
a cookbook project to build funds for a national convention bid. 
First Vice State Regent Ruth Krumbach helped organize the book, 
Cooking with Style.  There is an Italian pasta stir-fry recipe from 
Darlene Sullivan of Omaha that is a gourmet delight.
 Michigan has eight courts and 352 members. They have a 
standing rule that a given percentage of the state’s income during 
the year is designated as a donation toward seminarians. This is 

presented to the bishop of the next convention’s host diocese. This 
next year it will be presented to the bishop in Muskegon. Plans are 
underway for hosting the convention the first weekend in April, 
2009. State Regent Marilyn McDonough and the state officers 
are working with local officers and members of Court Muskegon 
#599 for a memorable convention.
 Nevada has identified a couple of communities as prospec-
tive new court possibilities. This state currently has six courts and 
220 members. This state’s numbers are small, but they are mighty 
in all their charitable support and good works. State Regent Vicki 
Bentley’s fall newsletter is an excellent resource of information, 
keeping everyone informed about upcoming events. 
 The courts are all involved in building two scholarship 
awards of $720 each for a young woman’s high school attendance. 
After a selection process, an award is made to a young person in 
each of the state’s two dioceses.  Additionally, each court gives a 
cash donation toward the purchase of new socks and underwear 
for the residents of Poverello House, a men’s homeless shelter, 
and a women’s shelter in Henderson, adding to the dignity of the 
many they serve. 

Lorayne
Zimmerman
National	Director
Corvallis,	Oregon
 At the 2008 CDA 
National Convention in Al-
buquerque, New Mexico, I 
was elected to a 2nd term as 
a national director. I will be 
the national representative for 
Alaska, Oregon and Washing-
ton. As their national repre-
sentative, I will serve in a supervisory capacity and render assis-
tance, advice and instruction. I attend all assigned national/state 
conventions and workshops and will prepare reports about them.
  In the beautiful state of Oregon, there are 1,416 CDA 
members and 24 active courts divided between two dioceses, the 
Archdiocese of Portland and the Diocese of Baker. The Archdio-
cese of Portland is in the western third of Oregon. It covers 29,717 
square miles and reaches from the summit of the Cascade Moun-
tains to the Pacific Ocean, and from the Columbia River to the 
California border. The Diocese of Baker is in the eastern portion 
of the state and covers 66,826 square miles. Distance and weather 
can be a problem, but state conventions and conferences keep 
members current. 
 With the encouragement of State Regent Sharon Buchanan 
at the 2008 State Conference, an information board was created 
by each court. These boards were brought to the conference and 
had pictures, activities, number of members, and other pertinent 
information for each court. Time was allotted at the conference 
for questions and answers regarding the various activities displayed 
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on the board. Throughout the 
year these boards are useful for 
each Catholic Daughter court 
to recruit new members and to 
display at parish activities.

The Oregon State 
Convention in 1931 was held 
in Mt. Angel. It was voted to 
ask the National membership 
to help erect a statue of Our 
Blessed Mother Mary dedi-
cated to the Catholic Daugh-
ters of America. This statue 
was placed in Portland at the 
Sanctuary of our Sorrowful 
Mother which is under the 
guidance of the Servite Fa-
thers. At that time it was the 
most important religious ef-
fort ever to be undertaken in 
the Great Northwest and has 
had a remarkable influence in 
stimulating Catholic activity. 
Each August, the CDA mem-
bers attend Mass at this shrine 
along with the Fourth Degree 
Knights of Columbus and 
their families. We also invite 
courts from nearby states.

Washington State, where 
the sea meets the forest, the 
forest meets the desert, and 
snow-capped mountains tower 
above all, is our neighbor to 
the north. Washington state is 
noted for its diversity and has dioceses located in Seattle, Yakima, 
and Spokane. There are 1,444 members and 25 courts divided 
among these dioceses. 

This state, under the leadership of State Regent Lisa Jen-
sen, has an outstanding youth program and was given an award 
at the 2008 National Convention for its project: “Tomorrow’s 
promise lives in today’s youth for they will be the leaders, the citizens 
and the church of tomorrow.”  In responding to the youth needs of 
today, we shape a better future for all. Numerous youth groups 
and the CDA Washington state youth chairman spent meetings 
discussing dating, sex and mature relationships. Statistics show 
that many teens are already sexually active as early as middle 
school. Washington state CDA has been actively inquiring 
about and implementing a special project to promote chastity 
and abstinence among young people. The state youth chairman 
consulted with teens and youth group leaders and together they 
formulated a plan to make key chains with the same message 
available to both middle school and high school youth groups. 
There are key chains for the girls in pink and white that say, 
“Worth waiting for - Abstinence until marriage” and another in 

blue for the boys that say, “A 
man’s strength is in his char-
acter - Save sex for marriage.” 
This program has been well 
received by the Washington 
state youth and the future 
will tell the effectiveness of 
this program.

And then welcome to 
the last frontier – Alaska. To 
our far north lies the state of 
Alaska, which includes two 
Catholic Daughter territo-
rial courts, one in Anchorage 
and one in Juneau. Alaska is a 
land of superlatives. The big-
gest king salmon, the highest 
mountain (Mount McKinley), 
and Anchorage, the largest 
city in Alaska. With a mem-
bership of 116, Court St. Pius 
X #1866 in Anchorage held a 
Fall Tea.  Invitations were is-
sued to prospective members 
in the nine parishes in the 
area. One goal is to encourage 
more members to join from 
the different cultural groups.  
In these parishes there are Fili-
pino, Somalian, Korean, His-
panic and other Asian groups. 
A slideshow of past projects 
and future plans was shown 
and there was a question and 
answer period. Court Regent 

Linda Hartmann Fleener states this has been an effective tool in 
recruiting new members. The seeds have been planted and we are 
waiting to see the fruits of the harvest.  This court is starting to 
make plans for its 50th Anniversary in 2011. Will you be attend-
ing this celebration?

Court of the Little Flower #1243 in the capital city of 
Juneau has a membership of 45. This court holds a fall fund-
raising bazaar and raffle, which is a huge success.  The members 
work on items during the year and on the day of the fund-
raiser they have tables of handcrafted items, food items, baked 
goods and the ladies serve chili. Regent Linda Williams makes 
a quilt and tickets are sold during the year. The winning ticket 
is drawn at this function. The membership is small but during 
the last bazaar members worked together and brought in more 
than $2,500 for their court. Donations support the Circle of 
Love projects, Quality of Life and Spiritual Enhancement. 
They donate to the five national projects and other national 
charities, and they also support many projects in their area. We 
were happy to welcome four CDA members from Alaska to the 
National Convention in Albuquerque.

“Sometimes I am 
so humbled by the 
dedication of the 
officers with whom 
I work. We have so 
many great women 
serving as officers 
in our states and I 
love working with 
them.”

Joanne Tomassi
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Rayola McLaughlin, Past National Regent – 1986-1990:

As we celebrate the 105th year of the founding of the Catho-
lic Daughters of the Americas and think of the wonderful 
accomplishments of this great order, we can truly say that 

we are, “Women Embracing the Gift of Humanity,” the theme 
selected for this convention. You are women of faith and action 
and because of your membership in this, one of the largest Catho-
lic women’s organization in the Americas, you have been given so 
many opportunities to make a difference in our world. You are 
indeed a link in the CDA chain – a bond of connection among all 
Catholic women.

Every woman who joins CDA is given the charge to prepare 
herself so that she can truly represent the Church and the Order. 
You are practicing “Unity and Charity” in the highest form and 
are working for Christ in a very real sense. Each and every member 
must be collaborative in her thinking in order to make CDA an 
exciting movement, of which all women want to be a part.

Recruiting new members must be our first priority if we 
are going to remain a vibrant organization of Catholic women. 
The key to this is that recruiting and organizing must come 
from your heart and you must truly live and believe in the 
mission of the Catholic Daughters. Each one of you out there 
in our audience is a recruiter, because you have the knowledge 
and love of this organization or you would not be here today. 

Now all you have to do is go back to your respective states and 
courts and devise your own personal recruiting goals.

We thank you for your strength – we thank you for your 
compassion – we thank you for your love and most of all we thank 
you for your dedication as Catholic Daughters of the Americas for 
being a vital part of building a better world.

Grace M. Rinaldi, Past National Regent – 1994-1998:

I recently watched a video of Karen Armstrong on compas-
sion. Karen was once in a convent and when she left, she 
decided to do some research and study the traditions of 

the Jewish, Christian and Muslim religions, especially with the 
conditions in the world reflecting so much hatred and war. It 
was through her study that she was constantly reminded of Je-
sus’ words, “to love one another, to love your enemies and to do 
unto others what you would want them to do unto you.”

She became so involved, she realized what was missing 
– compassion for one another and that we needed to move from 
tolerance to appreciation of one another. She began giving talks to 
different organizations to meet with the United Nations, speaking 
of a Compassion Charter.

The more I listened to this DVD, the more I thought of 
us, the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. Here we are, an orga-

Comments celebrate friendship and spiritual ties

Past National Regents 
Share Their Thoughts With 
Convention Attendees
By Claudia R. Bosch
Immediate Past National Regent

It is always an honor and special privilege to host the past national regents at the national 

convention.  Those in attendance graciously accepted my invitation to address the convention 

body at the 52nd Biennial National Convention in Albuquerque, New Mexico, this past July.  

The following are excerpts from the comments given by the three past national regents present.

Past National Regents 
Share Their Thoughts With 
Convention Attendees

Past National Regents 
Share Their Thoughts With 
Convention Attendees
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nization under the banner of Unity and Charity. What is charity, 
but love and compassion for one another? Here is unity, asking 
us to be united. Does that mean united within just our organiza-
tion or united with others? Did those before us who organized 
the Catholic Daughters refer to united within an organization or 
unity meaning the similarity between all people?

I would like to meet Karen and tell her about us – who we 
are and how we fit into her plans. Instead, I will tell you to put 
aside any or all bad feelings you may have within your circle of 
family, friends, neighbors and strangers and reach out as a splen-
did Catholic Daughter, reaching in your daily lives with love and 
compassion to all and for all. Maybe then, the newspapers and all 
other media will carry news that is more positive. After all, we are 
all God’s children.

M. Joan McKenna, Past National Regent – 2004-2006:

What an awesome mosaic of generational diversity 
committed to excellence lies before me. It is an 
honor and privilege to have been asked to address 

this enthusiastic delegation to share a few personal thoughts 
and reflections regarding this outstanding organization. Na-
tional conventions wherever they may be held, are very high 
on my Bucket List.

From the moment I stepped onto the second floor and 
registered, I felt the quality of friendship that is so deep and 
strong among our sisterhood coupled with the fruits of out-
standing long-term preparation of which Father Schommer 
spoke in his opening homily. The role modeling by the nation-
al board is evidenced in all that you do. Thank you for provid-
ing opportunities to grow through informational seminars and 
open dialogue. CDA is what the whole world could be – family 
growing together in hope for a more peace-filled future. Our 
rich legacy of women of faith and vision embracing the gift of 
humanity speaks for itself.

Now we, the membership gathered here, must share with 
others what we have experienced when we return home. The 
direction has been established by the voting delegates for the 
next two years through bylaws and resolutions. Strategies for 
continued success have been suggested for reaching new vistas of 
programming and membership development. You, the members 
of this great organization, are the brain trust who must continue 
to build on the past in order to chart the future as you seek our 
Lord’s guidance. 

God bless you all and thank you for your prayers and support 
in my time of need. Continue to make a difference – the Church, 
the community at large and our organization need your commitment 
and experience more than ever. I love you all and hope to see you in 
Buffalo for the next national convention, the Good Lord willing.

Immediate Past National Regent Claudia Bosch (right) is pictured with (left to right) past national regents M. Joan McKenna, Grace M. Rinaldi 
and Rayola McLaughlin.

Past National Regents 
Share Their Thoughts With 
Convention Attendees



Oregon City Honors National Essay Contest Winner

Baylee Neumann was one of 
two winners of the Essay 

Division of the National Educa-
tion Contest announced at the 
Catholic Daughters National 
Convention in July. Her entry 
in the contest was sponsored by 
Court St. Anne #1089, Oregon 
City, Oregon. Baylee’s essay was 
about how her mother Terry has 
influenced her in her journey of 
faith. For the past four years, 
Baylee has assisted her mother 
in her role as a religious educa-
tion teacher at the Church of 
the Resurrection, West Linn, 
Oregon, where her family at-
tends church. A recent graduate 
of St. John the Apostle Catholic 
School in Oregon City, Baylee 
is now a freshman at Central 
Catholic High School. 

Left to right, Regent Barbara Strahm, Court St. Anne #1089; National Essay Contest Winner Baylee Neumann;
Past Regent Linda Carlson.
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Iowa Court Honors
Scholarship Winner
Julia Hanson, the winner of this year’s 
Court Madonna #858, Ames, Iowa, 
scholarship, stands between her proud 
parents Margy and Mark Hanson. 
The court presented Julia with the 
scholarship at its June meeting. Julia 
graduated from Ames High School in 
May and now attends the Mercy School 
of Health Sciences.
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High School
Student Wins
Two First-Place 
Texas State 
Contest Awards
Geraldine Jurica, right, Educa-
tion Contest chairperson for 
Court St. Ann #369, Victoria, 
Texas, presents first place 
state contest awards for 
essay and photography to 
Sarah Pfeffer, left. Sarah, who 
graduated from St. Joseph 
High School in Victoria, Texas, 
is attending the San Antonio 
campus of the University of 
Texas. Her family lives in 
England.

Poem Wins Second Place in National Education Contest

Ten-year old Kaitlyn Karcher of North Carolina won Second Place, Division One (grades four through five) for her poem 
“Darkness Nevermore” in the 2008 National Education Contest. National Director Maryann Grabasky presented the award to 

Kaitlyn in a ceremony held at St. Mary’s Church in Sylva, North Carolina. St. Mary’s is the parish where Kaitlyn is an active Junior 
Catholic Daughter with Court St. Mary Mother of God #2534, in Sylva.

 Darkness
 Nevermore
 
 by Kaitlyn Karcher

 Like the sparkling stars in the sky
 Jesus spread light and hope
 With every word he spoke,
 Creating light
 Like never before
 And making darkness nevermore.

Holding her award for poetry, Kaitlyn Karcher, left, is next to Gwen Parris, regent, Court St. Mary Mother of God #2534.

In every child which is 

born and in every person 

who lives or dies we see 

the image of God’s glory. 

We celebrate this glory in 

every human being,

a sign of the living God, 

an icon of Jesus Christ. 

PoPe John Paul II
“The GosPel of lIfe”



Court Celebrates Anniversary and Priest Appreciation Day

On Sunday, June 1, Court Morrissey #1477, Fort Edward, New York, held two celebrations: its 60th anniversary and Priest 
Appreciation Day. Sunday Mass was followed by a sit-down dinner that included a slide presentation of the beautiful 125-

year old church. During dinner, Court Morrissey members presented a gift to Rev. Thomas Babiuch, pastor.

Among those in the 
photo are officers, 
committee members, 
charter members, 
Knights of Columbus 
and guests. Of-
ficers include Anna 
Tidd, regent; Mary 
Remsen, vice regent; 
Pat Kilmer, record-
ing secretary; Bette 
Hamilton, financial 
secretary; and Donna 
D’Angelico, treasurer. 
District Deputy Eileen 
Rozell attended, as 
did members of Court 
McLoughlin, Whitehall, 
New York and Court 
Mater Mariae, Fort 
Ann, New York.

Bishops from Two States Honor Twin-City Court’s 90th Anniversary
 

Court Marie #344, Texarkana, Texas, 
celebrated its 90th anniversary on July 

26 with a Mass at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church and a catered dinner in the parish 
center. Honored guests were Bishop Alvaro 
Corradad del Rio of Tyler, Texas, and Bishop 
Anthony B. Taylor of Little Rock, Arkan-
sas. Texarkana is a twin city, in Texas and 
Arkansas. Court Marie #344 has members 
from both sides of the state line. Memora-
bilia dating back to 1918 were on display at 
the reception. Among their many charitable 
activities, members volunteer with a variety 
of organizations and, through fund-raising, 
support two $500 scholarships each year for 
high school seniors and continuing educa-
tion students. 
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Back row, left to right, Regent Melodie Brunt, Vice Regent Gloria Benzmiller, District Deputy 
Carolyn Richbourg, Texas State Regent Carolyn Bachmann, Texas First Vice State Regent Shelia 
Martinka, Financial Secretary Holly Dickeson, Treasurer Paulette McIntyre and Recording Secretary 
Peggy Fetch. Seated, front, left to right, Bishop Alvaro Corradad and Bishop Anthony B. Taylor.
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Oregon Court Honors Anniversary and
Long-Time Members

Members of Court St. Anne #1089, Oregon City, Oregon, celebrated their 80th 
anniversary on April 26 with a spring tea. Long-time Catholic Daughters who 

were honored included 50-year members Therese Foley, Bernadette Lausche and Cath-
erine Blue; Barbara Hardy, 40 years; and 25-year members Hanelore Brey and Pat 
Dugan. Court officers attended. Among the activities was a discussion of summer 
highlights, especially the August rummage sale, whose profits were shared with the 
court’s new sister parish in San Esteban, Honduras.

Court officers, left to right: Pat Barclay, Ingrid Rhemrev, Barbara Strahm, Sandra Rogers and Marci Marlow.

New Jersey Court Celebrates with Installation and Tea

Court St. Maximilian Kolbe #2449, Toms River, New Jersey, celebrated its 10th anni-
versary on June 26 with a Mass at which new officers were installed by Court Chaplain 

Rev. Raymond Hughes. Following Mass, a tea was held at a local Toms River Restaurant.

Front, left to right, Carolyn Porto, vice regent; Josephine Roeder, regent; Anne Blood, treasurer; 
Anna Risch, district deputy; Catherine Wolek, recording secretary. Rear, left to right, Jacqueline 
McCullough, financial secretary; Rev. Raymond Hughes, court chaplain.

Ninetieth Anniversary 
for New York Court

Court Patricia #346, Glen Cove, 
New York, celebrated its ninetieth 

anniversary on May 21. A Eucharistic 
Liturgy at St. Patrick’s Church in Glen 
Cove was concelebrated by Rev. Thomas 
Costa, pastor of St. Patrick’s Church and 
Rev. Robert Romeo, pastor of St. Boni-
face Martyr Church in Sea Cliff, New 
York. Lunch was followed by a reading 
of the court history from 1918-2008.

Back row, left to right: Rev. Robert Romeo and 
Rev. Thomas Costa. Second row, left to right: 
Mary Oslansky, Laura Andrysiak, Peggy Niper 
and Rosalie MacDonald. Front row, left to right: 
State Secretary Mary Zeisig, Theresa Martone 
and Second Vice State Regent Patricia Gavin.

Progress obtained at the price 
of the violation of human 
dignity is unacceptable. 

JosePh CardInal raTzInGer,
now PoPe BenedICT XVI



Son-In-Law Donates Generously to Favorite Court Charity

The son-in-law of Giselda 
Kelly, member of Court 

St. Raymond #2057, Dub-
lin, California, was so moved 
by the good work done by 
one of the court’s favorite 
charities that he donated 
$10,000 to its director, Sis-
ter Marilyn. The St. Mary’s 
Center serves the homeless, 
isolated seniors and low-
income families of West 
Oakland, California. Several 
times a year the court helps 
in cooking and serving meals 
to these people in need.

Regent Margaret Rasmussen, Giselda Kelly and Sister Marilyn. In the background is court member Barbara Bowers.

Missionary Society of St. James the Apostle Celebrates 50th Anniversary

A t the CDA Biennial National Conven-
tion 50 years ago, Supreme Regent Mar-

garet J. Buckley presented $50,000 to Richard 
Cardinal Cushing as seed money to help the 
Cardinal fulfill his dream of creating a team of 
diocesan priests to serve the needs of the very 
poor in South America. At the urging of Pope 
John XXIII, this dream evolved into an inter-
national organization, and today priests from 
the United States and throughout the world 
continue to serve the poor in South America 
on behalf of the Missionary Society. 
 On Friday, July 25, the society celebrat-
ed its Golden Jubilee when Catholic Daugh-
ters joined hundreds of missionary priests 
and friends for a special Mass at St. Stephens 
Church in Boston. The Mass was celebrated 
by Bishop Robert F. Hennessy, who was as-
sisted by Monsignor Finbarr O’Leary, director 
of the St. James Society. At the reception fol-
lowing Mass, Monsignor O’Leary gave special 
recognition to the Catholic Daughters.

Seated, left to right, Joyce Anne Fleming, Massachusetts state regent; Linda Coletti, first vice state regent; M. Joan McKenna, past national regent; 
Connie Pagan, state secretary. Standing, left to right, Mary Cartwright, regent, Court St. Elizabeth; Lorraine Mulrean, past state regent; Bishop Robert F. 
Hennessey; Rev. Kevin O’Leary, Massachusetts state chaplain.
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Two Minnesota Courts Tour Shrine Together

Minnesota Courts St. Mary Peter 
#1864, Mazeppa, and Court Plain-

view #497, Plainview, shared their annual 
summer tour. They visited Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Shrine on the scenic bluffs near 
La Crosse, Wisconsin, where they attended 
Mass, had lunch at “Culina Mariana” on the 
grounds, walked both the Stations of the 
Cross and the Rosary. This was followed by 
a tour of the beautiful Chapel of the Angels 
and the Winona Diocese’s newly remodeled 
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart.

Members from Court Plainview #497 (left) and 
Court St. Mary Peter #1864 (right) pause in front 

of part of the Rosary walk.

Virginia Court Plans Variety in Yearly Activities Program 

Court St. Francis #1206 Staunton, Virginia, began its year in September with an Installation Ceremony for new court officers: 
Regent Pat Tisdelle, Vice Regents Nancy Davis and Judy Ruble; Financial Secretary Mary Painter; Treasurer Annette Schwartz; 

and Recording Secretary Judy Verga. Some of these newly-installed officers were scheduled to attend the Virginia State Convention 
with other court members.
 Court St. Francis also planned to make and distribute white ribbons for “White Ribbons Against Pornography” awareness week 
and join the St. Michael the Archangel Organization to pray the Rosary for unborn babies. On the Feast of the Immaculate Concep-
tion in December the court celebrated its 75th Anniversary. Activities on tap for spring include a day trip to the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, Washington, D.C., and sponsoring a women’s retreat during Lent.

 
 
 Catholic Daughters
 Remember Troops 

Packing and mailing supplies to U.S. 
troops in Afghanistan are members of 
Court Padre Pio #2141, Cottonport, Loui-
siana, (left to right) Jocelyn Meaux, Sylvia 
Mayeux, Evelyn Caldwell, Sandy Joffrion, 
Liz Coco, Sadie Thevis, Dora Andress and 
Charlene Riche.



Two Hundred Attend Rosary Rally in Iowa

Members of Court St. 
Rose of Lima #6, Car-

roll, Iowa, were grateful to 
all who attended and helped 
organize the Second Annual 
Rosary Rally on October 11. 
The court extended special 
thanks to area priests, espe-
cially Court Chaplain “Father 
Gerry.” Court members also 
appreciated the Fourth Degree 
Knights of Columbus, the 
American Legion, the Legion 
of Mary, the Rosary Makers, 
Serra Club, Spiritual Life, 
Right to Life students from 
Kuemper, Guild members 
from St. Lawrence and the 
Holy Spirit, and many others, 
all of whom helped make the 
Rosary come alive.

Attendees at the Rosary Rally.

Share Editor Reads Poem at Conference

Share editor Peggy Eastman’s poem, “Heart’s Remembrance,” was one of five chosen to be read aloud from a printed booklet 
handed out during the luminaria-lit remembrance ceremony for deceased loved ones at the 11th annual meeting of the Ovar-

ian Cancer National Alliance, held in July 2008 in Washington, D.C. Peggy also showed five of her photos in two separate exhibits 
held at the National Press Club in Washington. One of these, “Early Budding,” appears on pages 22-23 of the summer 2008 issue 
of Share.

Garage Sale Fund-
Raiser Helps
Local Charities
Court Elizabeth Ann Seton, #2131, 
Las Vegas, Nevada, used the pro-
ceeds from its successful garage 
sale to help various charities in Las 
Vegas. The “Garage Salers” are, from 
left to right, Ida Grieco, Betty Tighe, 
Louise Sollitto, Suzanne Dalton, 
Nancy Price, Beverly Rainford, La 
Donna Young and Charlotte Padron.
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Florida Court
Installs New
Officers

Court Our Lady 
of Hope #2389, 

Stuart, Florida, held 
an installation Mass 
for newly-elected offi-
cers on May 14, 2008, 
at St. Martin de Porres 
Church.  Mass was cel-
ebrated by Rev. Thomas 
J. Rynne, court chaplain.  
A reception followed.

  Court members gather around Rev. Thomas J. Rynne.

 Texas Court Visits  
 Shrine En Route to
 Biennial Convention

Members of Court Our Lady of Angels 
#2505, Seguin, Texas, visited the Shrine of 
the Infant of Prague in Prague, Oklahoma, 
on their way to this summer’s Biennial 
National Convention. Pausing during their 
stopover are, front row, left to right: Ruth 
Mehrens, Gayle LeBlanc, Gloria Nolan, 
Teresa Durkin, Faith Durkin, Lilia Castillo 
and Debora Durkin. Back row, left to right, 
Cathy Hajek, Millie Sobieski, Connie Kypher, 
Rose Patek, Naomi Harrell and Anna Marie 
Scheivelbein.

 Junior and Senior
 Court Assemble
 Baskets Together

Court Anna Theresa #1074, St. James, New 
York, joined its Junior Court to assemble Easter 
baskets on Tuesday, March 18. Together, they 
created 180 baskets which they donated to 
the Parish Outreach Program and the Spanish 
Apostolate.
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Maryann Grabasky
My feeling about being a National Board member is that it is a 
continuing learning experience where I can draw on past experience 
and yet look ahead to the future with new ideas and insights to help 
improve and increase interest in CDA. I am excited to be part of the 
board that is going forward with its emphasis on the spiritual aspect 
of CDA, while continuing our various charitable works and other 
programs. I believe that it is through our Circle of Love, which is the 
heart of CDA, that we can move CDA forward.

Janet Martineau
It is a tremendous honor and responsibility. Working with the Na-
tional Board and Directors will be a once in a lifetime experience. 
I knew Theresa Kocer as our national director and now anticipate 
new friendships.  Since returning from Corpus Christi and con-
tacting my assigned states and territorial courts, I am more aware 
of the extent of the time and effort this will require. This will be a 
test of my time management and organizational skills, but I have 
a desire to serve and will, with God’s assistance, make a positive 
difference for the Catholic Daughters of the Americas.

 All of the members of the National Board are honored to 
have been elected. It was quickly evident at the first meeting that 
all are committed to taking this responsibility very seriously to 
work together for the good of CDA with God at the center of all 
that we do. Each member of the board brings different talents to 
the board and working together, the National Board has commit-
ted themselves to do everything we can to continue the mission of 
spreading “unity and charity” in our church and in our world.
 Our prayer service ended with a prayer that we all can pray 
frequently as we work together in Catholic Daughters: “Dear 
God, we ask that you give us strength, courage and peace so that 
we can reach out to those in need. Help us to recognize that the 
gifts we receive from those we help are greater than the services 
we provide. May we love without smothering; lead without being 
overbearing; listen without indifference; and work without hesita-

tion. Let all Catholic Daughters stand as witness to Your love, 
Your compassion and Your work. And may we sincerely attempt 
to make a positive difference in others’ lives as Jesus has taught us. 
For in Him, we live and move and have our being. Amen.
 The weekend ended with a Mass in which the National 
Board processed in wearing their robes. The Knights of Columbus 
served as Honor Guard. Following the Mass, a dinner and recep-
tion honoring new National Regent Libby Ramirez was held at 
the Omni Bayfront Hotel sponsored by the State Court of Texas. 
More than 400 CDA members, friends, and relatives of Libby at-
tended the event. Tributes to Libby were given by the Texas State 
officers, Libby’s daughter Valerie McCormick, Libby’s sister Mary 
Jane Leal, National Regent-Elect Joanne Tomassi (representing the 
National Board), Immediate Past National Regent Claudia Bosch, 
and Monsignor James Brunner, the pastor of St. Mary’s Church in 
Victoria, of which Libby is a member.
 Monsignor Brunner stated that out of 20 national regents 
in the 105-year history of CDA, two were from Texas and both 
were from the Diocese of Victoria and members of his parish. Past 
National Regent Loretta Knebel was from El Campo but a mem-
ber of his parish and National Regent Libby Ramirez is from Vic-
toria and a member of his parish. Therefore, he jested, if you want 
to be a national regent, become a member of his parish.

The nine national directors enjoyed lunch. Pictured left to right around 
the table: Duchess Collins, Texas, Janet Martineau, Montana, Lois Nelson, 
Minnesota, Lorayne Zimmerman, Oregon, Evelyn Saxton, Oklahoma, Letty 
Calvetti, Pennsylvania, Helen Arndorfer, Iowa, Helene Shepard, New York, 
and Maryann Grabasky, North Carolina.

Most Reverend David Fellhauer, Bishop of Victoria, Texas and CDA 
national chaplain, had lunch with the National Board on Friday. He 
is pictured here with National Regent Libby Ramirez and National 
Regent-Elect Joanne Tomassi.

The State Board of Texas hosted a dinner for the National Board on Friday evening. 
Pictured at the dinner sitting left to right, are: Eve Trevino, Texas state treasurer, 
Duchess Collins, national director, and Shirley Seyfried, second vice national regent. 
Standing are Lorayne Zimmerman and Maryann Grabasky, national directors.
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Guam Court Installs New Officers

Court Our Lady of Camarin #2047, Hagatna, 
Guam, held its Installation of new officers at 
the Cathedral Basilica on July 29. Spiritual 
Director Monsignor Brigido Arroyo served as 
the celebrant.  In the photo, those in white 
are outgoing officers; incoming officers are 
wearing the blue and purple gowns. From 
left to right are Patricia Guerrero, Treasurer 
Rosita Diaz, Emma Aflague, Recording Sec-
retary Antoinette San Nicolas, Priscilla Muna, 
Regent Elizabeth Untalan, Monsignor Brigido 
Arroyo, Vice Regent Antonia Gumataotao, 
Josephine Palomo, Financial Secretary 
Beverlyann Borja and Asuncion Cruz.

Knitting Caps to Help Seamen Keep Warm and Dry

Every year courts of the Oakland, California Diocese crochet or knit 
watchcaps for seamen who come into the Port of Oakland from 

all over the world. The Daughters gather in November at Oakland’s 
Apostleship of the Sea headquarters to fill more than 1,500 Christmas 
bags for the seamen and include a watchcap in each bag. The bags also 
contain toiletries, writing materials, combs, candy and miscellaneous ar-
ticles for lonely men who are in a strange country, far from their home-
land during the holidays.

Rose Diaz of Court St. Raymond #2057, Dublin, California, with some of the many 
watchcaps she crochets each year for the seamen.

California Court Holds One of Its Largest Receptions

Court Holy Spirit #1803, 
Yucaipa, California, which will 
celebrate its golden anniver-
sary next year, held one of the 
largest Reception Ceremonies 
for new members in its 49-year 
history. Seen at the Reception 
Ceremony, which was led by 
Court Regent Tricia Wright, are 
from left to right Betsy Pozza, 
Ruth Savage, Marylou Perrault, 
Shirley Sudak, Kathleen Jones, 
Patricia Morrison, Dorothy 
Costello, Lisa Schultz, Annette 
Lavoie, and Susan Walker.



New Members Treated to Reception by Minnesota Court

Court Queen of Peace #1558, Slayton, Min-
nesota, hosted a new member Reception for 
area courts at St. Anne’s Church in Slayton. 
Pictured, first row, left to right, are Leone 
Kavanaugh, Court St. Theresa #973; Bette 
Meinerts, Court Queen of Peace; Deacon Greg 
Parrott, Father Patrick Arens, Kim Konkol, 
Barb Surprenant, Court Queen of Peace and 
Sharon McClure, Court St. Theresa. Second 
row, left to right, Rita Lear, Joyce Wynia, Linda 
Doescher, Court Queen of Peace. Third row, 
left to right, Rita Kirchner, Court Queen of 
Peace, State Deputy Nancy Einck, State Of-
ficers Meg Schmidt, Ellen Huenke and Nancy 
Bambenek. Not pictured are new members of 
Court Queen of Peace Ellen Cahill, Barb Min-
nehan, Carol Mondry, Karen Junemann, Delia 
Larson and Marge Schoon.

Minnesota Court Pays Tribute to Last Living Charter Member

Court St. Joan of Arc #1291, Marshall, Minnesota, is very 
proud of Charter Member Genevieve Anderson. Gen-

evieve is 94 years old and has been with Court St. Joan of Arc 
for 70 years after joining on September 11, 1938, with 59 other 
women. She now lives in St. Paul, Minnesota, where she attends 
church every morning, plays cribbage, does needlepoint, knit-
ting, crocheting and enjoys coffee with friends. Genevieve was 
born on Christmas Day in 1914 and has one son, one daughter, 
two grandsons and four granddaughters.

  Genevieve Anderson

 
 Louisiana Court Welcomes
 New Members

Irma Andress, regent of Court Padre Pio #2141, 
Cottonport, Louisiana, far left, is shown at 
Reception of new members, left to right, Bev-
erly Brassette, Evelyn Juneau, Kathy Joffrion, 
Dianne Rabalais and Melanie Gauthier.
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Ohio Court Celebrates Catholic Daughter’s
100th Birthday

Court Youngstown #1650, Youngstown, Ohio, celebrated the 100th birthday of Marie 
Williams on July 21. Though court members were saddened that Marie died shortly 

after in August, they are grateful to have shared this important milestone with her. Marie 
was a Catholic Daughter for 60 years. Throughout her active life she was a member of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Church Oblates, YWCA Senior Women’s Club and Staff Women’s 
Business Club. She retired in 1990. Marie had a very close family of nephews and nieces.

Left to right, long-time court member Rose DiOrio, Regent Jean Pulhalla and Marie Williams.

2008 National Youth Award Recipient
Announced in Minnesota

Minnesota Second Vice State Regent Ellen Huneke, left, presented the 2008 National Youth Award to 
Youth Chairperson Shirley Maher, center, and Lee Mikolai, right, regent of Court Joan of Arc #691, Blue 
Earth, Minnesota. The award was presented at a workshop held in Waseca, Minnesota in August. The 
Faith Formation classes of Saints Peter and Paul of Blue Earth helped the community MOMS send 
valentine boxes to area military and helped the St. Luke’s Lutheran Care Center Valentine Project.

 Court Members
Attend Biennial
National Convention

Four members of Court Little Flower 
#925, La Junta, Colorado, attended the 
52nd Biennial National Convention in 
Albuquerque this summer. Representing 
Court Little Flower – which is the oldest 
CDA Court in Colorado – are, from left to 
right: Maryann Davis, recording secre-
tary; Linda Wilger, first vice state regent; 
Katie Lopkoff, past regent and state 
secretary; and Mary Jane Armstrong, 
state legislation chair.

It is never morally licit

to do evil intentionally

in order to achieve

ends that are good

in themselves. 

PonTIfICal aCademy for lIfe



Home Court and State Honor National Regent Libby Ramirez

National Regent Libby Ramirez 
was honored by her home Court 

St. Ann #369 with a reception on Sun-
day, September 7, 2008, at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall in Victoria. Many 
national and state officers were in at-
tendance as well as Catholic Daugh-
ters, family, and friends from all across 
Texas. Court St. Ann presented Libby 
with an original hand-painted vase as a 
special gift. Refreshments were enjoyed 
and everyone congratulated Libby and 
wished her well as the new CDA na-
tional regent. 

Front Row: Regina Janak; JoAnn Jalufka, co-chairman for reception; Joyce Morris and LaVerne Klesel, treasurer. Back Row: Joann Bleier, vice regent; 
Faye Melnar, district deputy; Margaret Kutchka, chairman for reception; Grace Brown, regent; Dr. Mary Rae Finehout Johnson; Deacon Richard Wearden, 
spiritual advisor for Court St. Ann #369; and Libby Ramirez, national regent.

New Jersey Court Installs
New Officers

Court St. Bonaventure #1656, Laval-
lette, New Jersey, installed the fol-

lowing officers during a June 22, 2008 
Mass: Ruth Delayo, regent, Elaine Mar-
tin vice regent, Adele Merkle, treasurer, 
Agnes Wierzbowski, financial secretary 
and Joan Romano, recording secretary.

Left to right, Joan Jarvis, Elaine Martin, 
vice regent; Ruth Delayo, regent, Valerie 

Capparelli, Joan Romano, secretary; 
Ursula Marcianti and Alice Bass.

 Introducing the Catholic Daughter Angel
 of Court Fatima

Court Our Lady of Fatima #1526, Jourdanton, Texas, introduced member Virginia 
Jarzonbek as the court’s Catholic Daughter Angel for 2008. Virginia has been an active 
member for 23 years, serving as treasurer, secretary and currently second-term vice 
regent. Virginia schedules weekly Eucharistic Adorations at the court’s parish, St. An-
drew, arranges the annual pro-life rosary with the Knights of Columbus and the annual 
Our Lady of Fatima May celebration. She is a lector and Eucharistic minister who visits 
the sick and takes communion to the homebound. The mother of eight, Virginia has 16 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
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� $10 � $20 � $30 � $45 � $100 � $______

� Check/Money Order � � � �        

Credit Card # ______  ______  ______  ______

Exp. Date _____ /_____

Signature (required) _________________________________________

#912039

9480 N. De Mazenod Drive
Belleville, IL  62223-1160

Donate Now Toll Free At:
1-888-330-6264
(M-F, 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Central)

Dear Fr. John, enclosed is my offering 
to the Missionary Oblates.

Name _________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________

City __________________________ State______ ZIP __________

E-mail __________________________________________________

Enlarged to
show detail

Thank you for your 
generous support!

Please send __ Pink Prayers of Love Rosary Bracelet(s). #3083

Please send __ Blue Prayers of Love Rosary Bracelet(s). #3909

�

Any gifts requested through 
the mail will be received 

within 3-6 weeks.

To request this item on our secure internet site,
visit www.oblatesusa.org/ads/share.

Features a
Miraculous Medal

and Crucifix

Available from the 
Missionary Oblates!

Even when you don’t have your
rosary with you, this rosary bracelet
will serve as a prayerful reminder.
Features pink or blue heart-shaped
beads with a silver design, plus a
crucifix and Miraculous Medal.
Measures 8 inches.

We will send you a Prayers of
Love Rosary Bracelet in pink or
blue in gratitude for your gift of
$10 or more.  Your donation will
support the ministries of the
Missionary Oblates as we serve 
poor and needy people in our
missions around the world.

$10 suggested
donation each
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