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n Fatima For today - The Urgent Marian Message of Hope
Fr. Andrew Apostoli, C.F.R.

Though the apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima took place almost a hundred years 
ago, Our Lady’s call to prayer and penance for the salvation of souls and peace in 
the world is as relevant now as when first delivered to three Portuguese peasant 

children in 1917. 
 At the peak of  World War I, Our Lady warned of another worldwide conflict, the 
spread of Communism, and a terrible persecution of the Church unless people repented 
of their sins and returned to God. She also requested devotion to her Immaculate Heart 
and a special consecration of Russia. 

  Much of what Our Lady of Fatima said was revealed soon after her appearances, but 
the third and final “secret”, a prophetic vision seen by the children, was not unveiled by 
the Vatican until 2000. Pope John Paul II, who read the third secret while recovering from 
the attempt upon his life in 1981, believed the vision signified the sufferings the Church 
had endured in the 20th century. 

  Because of the prophetic nature of the messages, Fatima has been the subject of much 
controversy and speculation. In this book, Fr. Andrew Apostoli, a foremost expert on Fatima, carefully analyzes all the 
events and messages of Fatima, and clears up lingering questions and doubts about their meaning. He also challenges the 
reader to hear anew the call of Our Lady to prayer and sacrifice, for the world needs generous hearts willing to make repara-
tion for those in danger of losing their way to God.  

controversy and speculation. In this book, Fr. Andrew Apostoli, a foremost expert on Fatima, carefully analyzes all the 

“Fatima is a sign of the presence of faith, 
that it is precisely from the little ones that 
faith gains new strength . . . and has a 
message for the entire world.”
—Pope Benedict XVI

n Finding Fatima

Produced by the award-winning film-
makers of the highly acclaimed fea-

ture film The 13th Day, this is a power-
ful and in-depth new documentary that 
combines archival footage, dramatic 
reenactments, original interviews with 
Fatima experts and stunning visuals to 
tell the story of the apparitions of Our 
Lady of Fatima. Artists and filmmakers 
Ian and Dominic Higgins present a com-
pelling docu-drama on all the crucial de-
tails about the appearances and messages 
of Our Lady in Fatima in 1917, a message 
of prayer, penance and conversion that is 
desperately needed in our modern world. 
This illuminating and inspiring film will 
impact all those who see it to personally 
take heed of the critical messages of Our 
Lady of Fatima.
English with English or Spanish subtitles
 FFA-M… 90 mins, $19.95

n the 13th day

In a world torn apart by persecution, 
war and oppression, 3 children in Fati-

ma, Portugal were chosen by God to offer 
an urgent message of hope to the world. 
Based on the memoirs of the oldest seer, 
Lucia Santos, and many thousands of 
independent eye-witness accounts, The 
13th Day dramatizes the true story of 
three young shepherds who experienced 
six apparitions of Our Lady between May 
and October 1917, which culminated in 
the final prophesied Miracle of the Sun 
on October 13th. Abducted from their 
homes, thrown into prison and inter-
rogated under the threat of death in the 
government’s attempt to silence them, 
the children remained true to their story 
about the crucial messages from Mary of 
prayer, repentance and conversion for 
the world.
English with English or Spanish subtitles
 13D-M . . . 85 mins, $24.95
English with English or Spanish subtitles

www.ignatius.com

roduced by the award-winning film
DVD

n a world torn apart by persecution, 

DVD

“Our Lady’s apparitions in 1917 remain powerfully 
compelling for us today, calling us all to prayer, 
conversion and penance. This book brings it all home.” 

—Archbishop Timothy Dolan, New York

 FATO-H… 300 pp, $19.95
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National Regent’s Message

AbouttheCover
Shown are scenes from the recent national
convention in Buffalo. In the background 
is St. Louis Church, site of the installation 
Mass for new offi cers.

Background cover photo by John W. Cahill/Emporis

Mission Statement

Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas strives to embrace 

the principle of faith working 

through love in the promotion 

of justice, equality, and the 

advancement of human rights 

and human dignity for all.

Memories and Gratitude
My dear sisters in Christ,

 I am sitting here writing my last letter as national regent, and, as I do so, a 
beautiful fl ood of memories comes to me. The last two years have been something 
that was not even in my dreams, something that God and you, the members and 
delegates at the 2006 Convention, bestowed upon me.
 The 2010 National Convention is now an event that will go down in the 
history of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. My thanks to National 
Convention Chairman Helene Shepard, the New York State Board, and all the 
New York membership for all the work and time they put into making this 
convention the success it was. There is no way it could have been done without 
you and all your efforts.
 The liturgies, under the direction of Evelyn Saxton, Helene Shepard, and 
Janet Heidemann, were always inspiring. The delegation at the convention was superb. As Penny Martin, New York 
state regent, stated, “We agree to disagree and still go home as friends.” The delegates had much work to accomplish 
and they did it. I will always treasure this chapter in my life.
 Special Congratulations to incoming National Regent Joanne Tomassi and the incoming National Board. You 
have a tremendous experience in your future. Not any two regents conduct the business of our organization the same. 
This is not to say that one way is better than the other. It is just a different style and this is good.
 I was blessed to work with a terrifi c group of national offi cers and directors. Thank you to retiring offi cers 
Theresa Kocer and National Directors Duchess Collins, Lois Nelson, Helen Arndorfer, Lorayne Zimmermann, and 
Evelyn Saxton. I wish you well and I will always treasure your friendship. Thank you for all your hard work and for 
making the experience of being a part of this board a great joy. Thank you to Bishop David Fellhauer and Father 
Donald Ruppert for being our spiritual leaders. To the offi cers and directors who served on the National Board 
during the term of 2008-2010, I extend my gratitude for always being ready to serve. You made my experience as 
national regent something that I will treasure forever. Thank you, Peggy O’Brien, and the offi ce staff, for without all 
your cooperation we would not have been able to accomplish our goals. I am sure no one really realizes how much 
these wonderful people do for us.
 In the poem, “The End Of The Road Is But A Bend In The Road” by Helen Steiner Rice, she begins by saying:

When we feel we have nothing left to give, and we are sure that the “song has ended”--
When our day seems over and the shadows fall, and the darkness of night has descended,

Continued on page 14

National Regent Libby Ramirez
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Honoring Mary’s Role

My Dear Catholic Daughters, 

 It has been quite a privilege to serve as the national chaplain for the past two 
years (although my duties were minimal); and it was a distinct pleasure to take part 
in the National Convention in Buffalo, New York. The presence of so many faith-
filled women at the convention was extremely edifying. I remain most grateful for 
the works and witness of the thousands of Catholic Daughters in our nation. You are 
indeed a mighty force for good.
 At the convention one saw numerous signs of devotion to the Blessed Virgin, 
and I write this letter on the eve of the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. It is perhaps appropriate, therefore, to say something about this Solemnity. 
 One of the chief characteristics of the Catholic Church is the place given to 
Mary and devotion to her. Occasionally in history there have been excesses in Marian devotion, but these should not de-
tract from her rightful honor and place in the life of the Church and the lives of the faithful.
 In the Church’s liturgical calendar there are a number of remembrances of Mary, with the four greatest feasts being: 
December 8, the Immaculate Conception; January 1, the Motherhood of Mary; March 25, the Annunciation; August 15, 
the Assumption.
 The most important – at least the most dramatic – doctrinal statements concerning Mary are three in number. At 
the Council of Ephesus, 431 AD, Mary was affirmed as Theotokos, “God–bearer,” so that she can properly be addressed 
as the “Mother of God.” This does not mean, of course, that she was the source of her Son’s divinity, but that she was the 
bearer of Jesus, both in his humanity and his divinity, since divinity and humanity exist together in the one person of Jesus 
and cannot be separated. The second principal doctrinal statement about Mary is her Immaculate Conception, declared 
in 1854. The third key dogma concerns Mary’s Assumption, a belief which was defined in 1950 (and I remember this be-
ing announced when I was an elementary school student!). It should probably be noted that although the doctrines of the 
Immaculate Conception and the Assumption were not officially declared until the 19th and 20th centuries, they had been 
part of Catholic belief for many centuries previously.
 It is in Sacred Scripture, of course, that we initially encounter Mary, first in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, where 
Mary appears most prominently in the narratives of Jesus’ infancy. The narratives include the announcement made to her 
by the Archangel Gabriel (thus in the Gospel of Luke; the Gospel of Matthew recounts the angel making the announce-
ment to Joseph); Mary’s visit to Elizabeth; the birth of Jesus; the Holy Family’s flight into Egypt; the presentation of the 
infant Jesus in the Temple; and the loss and finding of the boy Jesus in the Temple.
 In the Fourth Gospel, the Gospel according to John, Mary appears at the beginning of Jesus’s ministry at the wedding 
feast at Cana, and then again at the very end of His earthly life, at the foot of the cross. There she stands, together with the 
so-called Beloved Disciple to whom Jesus says, “Behold, your mother,” after having said to Mary, “Behold, your son.”
 Someone might ask: what really is the importance – and the attraction – of the Blessed Virgin Mary in our life of faith? 
The answer may lie, at least partially, in the images of Mary that the same Scriptures evoke for us.  First of all, there is Mary in 
her primary role as the mother of Jesus. How could not a follower of Jesus revere and honor his mother? Other images include: 
Mary, obedient to the will of God: “May it be done to me according to your word;” Mary, the first believer in Jesus: “Do 
whatever He tells you,” she says during the wedding at Cana; Mary who ponders and reflects on God’s word and deeds: “His 
mother kept all these things in her heart,” St. Luke tells us after Jesus is found in the Temple; and perhaps most poignantly of 
all, Jesus’s words from the Cross to the Beloved Disciple and to all Jesus’s disciples, “Behold, your mother.” 
 These are some thoughts as I prepared to celebrate Mass on the Solemnity of the Assumption and as I am reminded 
of the personal and institutional devotion to Mary by the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. She intercedes for all of us, 
and perhaps in a special way for the Catholic Daughters.

 Most Rev. David E. Fellhauer
  Bishop of Victoria, Texas
 National Chaplain, CDA

National Chaplain’s Message

Most Rev. David E. Fellhauer



 A portion of the proceeds from 
the sale of “Angel of Hope” 
will be donated to help fi nd a 
cure for breast cancer.
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 Support the Cause 
With Grace!

 A divine vision of beauty, this graceful 
angel stands as a beacon that one day a cure for 
breast cancer will be found.  

Presenting “Angel of Hope,” a lovely 
fi gurine inspired by the luminous artistry of 
Thomas Kinkade and specially designed to raise 
breast cancer awareness. 

An Exquisitely Crafted Hamilton Exclusive
Only from Hamilton, this elegant 

fi gurine is completely handcrafted and 
hand-painted in pretty shades of pink with 
glitter and antiqued golden accents.  Plus, her 
fl owing robes wrap softly around her to form 
an awareness ribbon.  What’s more, a portion 
of the proceeds from the sale of this fi gurine will 
be donated to help fi ght breast cancer.

Your satisfaction is assured with our 

365-Day Guarantee.  Order today!  

 A limited edition from
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Name______________________________________________

Address____________________________________________

City__________________________State_____Zip_________

Signature___________________________________________

*Add $7.99 for shipping and service.  Deliveries to FL and IL will be billed appropriate sales tax. All orders are subject to 
product availability and credit approval.  Edition limited to 95 casting days. Allow 6 to 8 weeks for shipment.

(Please print clearly.)

Please Respond Promptly

09-01271-001-E50381

9204 Center For The Arts Drive, Niles, Illinois  60714-1300

MAIL TO:

YES! Please accept my order for “Angel of Hope” for the 
issue price of $29.99*. I need send no money now.  I will be 
billed with shipment.

 Shown actual size of 7½" high 

©2010 HC.  All Rights Reserved.  
 ©2010 Thomas Kinkade.  
Facebook is a registered 

trademark of Facebook, Inc.

HamiltonCollection.com/angelofhope
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Commitment to Works of Mercy

My Dear Catholic Daughters, 

 The past two years have been both exciting and challenging: Exciting 
because I was immersed in the operations of the Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas. My challenge was to maintain the high standards set by those who 
preceded me. 
 I attended my first National Board meeting in August of 2008 in Corpus 
Christi, Texas. Fortunately I was able to attend all board meetings during this 
term of office. 
 A major undertaking of the National Board during the past term was to 
finalize the revision of the “Tools of the Trade.” Every effort was made to make 
the publication user-friendly and keep it theologically and liturgically sound. 
The board tried to be sensitive to the fact that every diocese and parish is different. What may be commonplace 
in one may seem foreign and totally unacceptable in another.
 Since the early years of our Order, leadership and members have based much of their work on the corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy. CDA assisted war victims in Belgium and other parts of the world, provided bandages for 
field hospitals, support for soldiers, gave Mass vestments to military chaplains, and promoted the sale of Liberty 
Bonds. This work continues by supporting the Military Archdiocese, sending care packages to troops in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, and praying for the safety of our fighting men and women. CDA provides for the needy through 
mission efforts, Operation Handclasp, Smile Train, and hundreds of local court missionary projects. 
 I have enjoyed working with the officers, directors, and office staff of the CDA National Office. I am always 
impressed by their total commitment to the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. Only love for the Order can sup-
ply the energy they need for endless travel and meetings that sometime seem endless as well.
 I am grateful that National Regent Libby Ramirez asked me to serve the Order as national clergy consul-
tant during her term of office. I truly “love” the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. The history of the Order 
fascinates me and assures me that when there is work to be done call on the women of the Church – call on 
the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. They can build houses, restore smiles, support troops, send sewing 
machines and soccer balls to foreign ports of call, and through local court projects care for the needs of our 
brothers and sisters at home.
 I congratulate the incoming officers and directors and will remember you in prayer. I will always be a cheer 
leader for CDA. Thank you for a wonderful two years and keep up the great work you do for the Church and 
the world. 
 Thank you again. May God bless you, and may God bless the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. I love you!

 Rev. Donald R. Ruppert
 National Clergy Consultant
 East Bernard, Texas

National Clergy Consultant’s Message

Rev. Donald R. Ruppert
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YES.  Please reserve the “Dear Daughter” Music Box for me as 
described in this announcement. 
Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City

State                               Zip

 01-08759-001-E

9345 Mi lwaukee Avenue ·  Ni les,  IL  60714-1393

RESERVATION APPLICATION

©2010 The Bradford Exchange         Printed in U.S.A.       01-08759-001-BIG

*Plus $7.99 shipping and service.  A limited-edition presentation restricted to 95 fi ring days. 
All sales are subject to product availability and order acceptance.

Just like HERSHEY®
’S KISSES

® chocolates, daughters make 

life a whole lot sweeter! Now these favorite candies inspire the 
“Dear Daughter” Limoges-style music box, exclusively from The 
Bradford Exchange. Hand-crafted of Heirloom Porcelain®, “Dear 
Daughter” is “wrapped” in a silvery fi nish with a golden heart clasp 
and a brass plume that reads “KISSES™ for My Daughter.” It plays 
“You Are So Beautiful” at the turn of a key. Future editions feature 
more delightful KISSES®-shaped music boxes, special daughter 

messages, melodies and “wrappings.” 

An exceptional value ... satisfaction guaranteed.

Act now to obtain this exclusive musical at the $39.99* 
issue price, payable in two installments of $19.99 each. 
Send no money now. Just return the Reservation Application 
today so you don’t miss out! 

Because She’s the Sweetest!

An exclusive limited-edition 

music box you won’t fi nd 

anywhere else

>

Hand-crafted of precious

Heirloom Porcelain® and 

“wrapped” in a silvery fi nish 

>

Golden plume is inscribed 

with the words 

“KISSES for My Daughter”

>

Opens to reveal a

musical movement

>

Hand-numbered, with a

Certifi cate of Authenticity

Plays the melody 

of  “You Are So

 Beautiful” Premiere Issue, 

“Dear Daughter”

the melodyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy 
You Are So
eauttiffffffful”

KISSES for 
My Daughter

Heirloom Porcelain® Limoges Style Music Box

©2010 The Hershey Company   
The HERSHEY’S, KISSES, Conical 

Confi guration and Attached Plume Device 
trademarks and trade dress are used under license.

Shown larger than actual 

size of about 3¼" high

www.bradfordexchange.com/candy

Premiere Issue,

“Dear Daughter”

imoges Styleim Music Box

01_08759_001_BIG.indd   1 8/2/10   4:21:13 PM
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A Woman’s Place Is in God’s Plan

B iblical women were a strong, empowered, faith-filled lot. They were also es-
sential to God’s plan for the world. I discovered just how true that is while 

writing about them in my book of poetic reflections, “Ten Women of the Bible: 
Witnesses to Faith.” While some women receive only meager space in the Bible, 
a book that is unquestionably male-dominated, it is very clear that God intended 
women to play key roles in His design for creation – just as He does today. Bibli-
cal women were very much the vessels of God’s love for humanity. 
 In Genesis 1:18-25, God creates the first woman to be a partner to the first man; 
they are to be “one flesh,” joined as equals. While somehow that message of equality was 
lost in the Old Testament world and at the time of Christ – when men had total power 
– nonetheless women of faith persevered and lived out their important roles. They en-
dured hardship and discomfort. Some were poor. Sometimes they were called upon to 
relocate to unknown places. Sometimes their lives were threatened. Childbirth was far 
more dangerous back then than it is today, and yet they heeded and willingly accepted God’s charge to bear children of destiny. 
 Consider Sarah, Abraham’s wife, who left all that was familiar to her to journey with her husband to an unknown 
place, and who bore her son Isaac at an advanced age when her barren womb was thought to be useless. Consider widowed 
Ruth, who left her country and renounced her own Moabite gods to journey with her mother-in-law Naomi to the land of 
Bethlehem, a strange and foreign place to her. There Ruth married Boaz, a strong new husband and protector, and bore Obed, 
father of Jesse. Jesse was the father of King David. Ruth was essential in carrying on the line of David – the direct line that 
would lead to Jesus Himself. All faithful Jews knew that their redeemer would come from the line of David. What if Ruth had 
not journeyed to Bethlehem with Naomi?
 Now consider blessed Mary, mother of Jesus. She was the very prototype of selfless devotion to God. By accepting 
God’s call to bear the savior of the world, Mary knew that she risked stoning – the penalty for becoming pregnant out of wed-
lock. She knew that she was putting her engagement to Joseph in jeopardy and risked bearing her child without the protection 
of a husband, for Joseph could have set her aside. Back then being a single mother was fraught with far more obstacles and 
stigma than it is today. And yet faith-filled Mary could say, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior, for he has regarded the low estate of his handmaiden.” Mary’s faith swept aside all her doubts and anxiety. Without 
Mary’s assent to God, the world would have remained in its fallen, unredeemed state.
 Elizabeth, Mary’s cousin, was – like Sarah – well advanced in years when she learned that she would bear John, whose 
role was to prepare the way for the Lord. Imagine how people must have talked, gossiping as they do – what was a barren woman 
doing becoming pregnant at her age? To compound the unusual event’s stresses, Elizabeth’s husband Zechariah had been struck 
dumb (in a temple vision, it was said) and could not even speak. Yet Elizabeth thanked God for choosing her to bear the son 
who would proclaim Jesus’ coming and would baptize Him along with dozens of others in the river Jordan. Just think: without 
Elizabeth’s faith-filled assent to God, there would have been no one to prepare the people for the coming of God’s own son. 
 Jesus, who routinely challenged social norms, gathered women about Him as followers and treated them as equals 
with men. It was Mary Magdalene, a faithful follower, who first brought the good news of the empty tomb to Jesus’ grieving, 
demoralized apostles. It was she who saw two radiant beings at the tomb who asked her, “Why do you seek the living among 
the dead?” With great joy she realized that what Jesus had foretold was true: His body had not been stolen, but He had risen 
as He had said He would. 
 Today, women are just as essential to God’s plan for the world as they were in biblical times, and they, too, face chal-
lenges. According to Catholic Relief Services (CRS), of the world’s 1.3 billion poor people, nearly 70 percent are women, and 
one in every four households in the world is now headed by a woman. These are the women who keep their families together 
despite the threat of hunger, lack of sanitation and lack of clean water. These are the women who keep on keeping on when a 
flood or earthquake strikes. CRS calls these women heroes, and cites “the great contribution of women in our lives.” 
 Catholic Daughters hardly need to be told that the contribution of women – all women – is as essential to God’s plan 
today as it was thousands of years ago. And yet every now and again it’s nice to be reminded. 

From The Editor’s Desk
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Share Editor Peggy Eastman



Donate online: www.smiletrain.org or call: 1-800-932-9541
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Free cleft surgery which takes as
little as 45 minutes and costs as
little as $250, can give desperate
children not just a new smile —
but a new life.

“...one of the most 
productive charities —

dollar for deed — in the world.”
—The New York Times

Ming, 6 months, China Mot, 13 years, CambodiaShiva, 1 year, India

Durgap, 5 years, India Funmi, 8 years, Nigeria Salazar, 5years, Philippines

This Holiday Season,
Give The Gift Of A Smile. 

According to the U.S. Government, women should take sufficient levels of folic acid (400 micrograms/day) during pregnancy to help prevent neural tube defects and reduce the
risk for cleft lip and palate. When folic acid is taken one month before conception and throughout the first trimester, it has been proven to reduce the risk for neural tube defects
by 50 to 70 per cent. Be sure to receive proper prenatal care, quit smoking and drinking alcohol and follow your health care provider’s guidelines for foods to avoid during preg-
nancy. Foods to avoid may include raw or undercooked seafood, beef, pork or poultry; delicatessen meats; fish that contain high levels of mercury; smoked seafood; fish exposed
to industrial pollutants; raw shellfish or eggs; soft cheeses; unpasteurized milk; pâté; caffeine; and unwashed vegetables. For more information, visit www.SmileTrain.org. Smile
Train is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit recognized by the IRS, and all donations to Smile Train are tax-deductible in accordance with IRS regulations. © 2010 Smile Train.

CatholicDaughters 11-10:Layout 1  9/13/2010  12:46 PM  Page 1



10 Share Magazine  •  Fall 2010

CDAinActionwww.catholicdaughters.org

Ohio Court Helps Baby Receive Cleft Palate Surgery

Doris Lindeman of Court Delphos #707 in Delphos, Ohio, welcomed Samiratou Baya-
la into her home in order for Samiratou’s cleft lip and palate to be surgically repaired. 

Samiratou is from Burkina Faso, Africa, which is north of Ghana. It was fitting that Doris’ 
heartwarming act began on Valentine’s Day when she and her husband picked up Samira-
tou who was two months and five days old and weighed eight pounds, 14 ounces.
 On May 7th, after several preparatory medical procedures, Samiratou underwent 
successful surgery. The experience brought much joy to the members of Court Delphos, 
who offered love, assistance and support throughout. Doris said “When all is completed 
and Samiratou is ready to return home, we will need a cardiologist to repair our broken 
hearts.” Samiratou was reunited with her parents on August 7th. “We miss her dearly,” 
Doris said, “but it gives us peace to know she is safely back in her mother’s arms.”

Doris Lindeman, holding Samriatou Bayala 
in the hospital.

Boston Court Chaplain Runs and Plays Piano for Health 
 

Inspired by the successful liver transplant received by a 
close friend, Court Chaplain Rev. Robert Congdon, of 

Court Brookline #488 in Brookline, Massachusetts, held 
a very special piano concert and champagne reception 
hosted by Brenda McIntyre, Court Brookline’s Quality of 
Life chairman. The cost was $26 per ticket which repre-
sented the 26 miles Father Congdon ran in the annual Bos-
ton Marathon. To date he has raised more than $5,000 for 
this worthwhile charitable cause during 2010. Many CDA 
members attended the concert and cheered him on as he 
completed the Boston marathon. 

Father Congdon at the piano during the reception, while his mother looks on.

Illinois Court Presents Leadership Awards

Court Our Lady of Fatima #2555 in Pawnee, Illinois, held 
its annual Mother-Daughter Banquet in May. Ninety-five 

members and their invited guests attended. Regent Marilyn 
Fitzpatrick presented leadership awards to Amanda Fjelstul 
and Aaron Neal. The court’s leadership awards are given an-
nually to a senior boy and senior girl who attend Pawnee High 
School. Members of Court Our Lady of Fatima are especially 
grateful to the CDA because it has “given them the opportu-
nity to stay together since their home Catholic Church, St. 
Mary Parish, was burned down on May 11, 2005.”

Left to right, leadership award winner Amanda Fjelstul,
Regent Marilyn Fitzpatrick and leadership award winner Aaron Neal.
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Catholic Daughters Making a Difference.

World War II Veterans Honored by Nebraska Court

Court Little Flower #988 in Columbus, Nebraska, honored World War II veterans at its May breakfast. The 15 veterans from 
the area who attended with spouses or special guests were honored by 105 others attending. World War II veteran and 57-year 

CDA member Helen Shadle, of whom everyone in Court Little Flower is so proud, crowned the statue of Mary while those attend-
ing sang “Bring Flowers of the Rarest.” A prayer before and after breakfast was given by District Deputy Alice Staroscik Chleboun. 
Lois Kuta was mistress of ceremonies and led the pledge of allegiance.

Back row, left to right, are guest speakers Bill and Evonne Williams (who had organized trips to Washington, D.C., for Nebraska World War II 
veterans), World War II veterans Richard J. Nosal, Louis J. Miksch, Floyd P. Niedbalski, Helen M. Shadle, Francis Leon Williams, Jerome J. Kudron 
and Jermain R. Rhode. Front row, left to right, are Frank Ciboron, Virgil T. Kuta, Richard F. Toof, Lawrence J. Rosenthal, Anthony A. Zabawa, 
Thomas J. Meysenburg, Alois M. J. Kosch and Warren B. McLaughlin.

Maryland Court Hosts Baby Shower to Help Expectant Mothers

Court Our Lady of Grace #2046 
in Silver Spring, Maryland, held 

its annual baby shower for infants 
up to two years old. Three tables of 
gifts including clothing and other 
items were donated to Birthright, 
a confidential counseling service 
in Silver Spring. Carol Buchanan, 
Birthright’s executive director, in her 
talk illustrated the heart-wrenching 
problems that arise daily for the ex-
pectant mothers. A question and an-
swer period followed. Refreshments 
were served and members had the 
opportunity to admire all the lovely 
items before they were sent to Birth-
right. A check of $400 was also pre-
sented to Birthright. Left to right, are Jean Hessman, chairman, Carol Buchanan and Marian Ruck, regent.



Colorado Court Announces
Education Contest Winners
Court Sacred Heart #1606 in Cortez, Colorado, announced the winners 
of its local 2009-2010 national education contest. The contest is 
held each year to encourage students in grades four through 12 to 
share their creative gifts and talents. In the photo, left to right are 
Mary Sparks, court regent; Selena LaPaz, first-place winner, Art, 
Division II; Lynda LaPaz, first-place winner, Art, Division 1; and Linda 
J. Moore, chair, national education contest. Not pictured are Krista 
Garchar, first-place winner, Photography, Division II; Grant Gasaway, 
second-place winner, Art, Division II; and Gabriela Hernandez, 
second place winner, Art, Division 1.

Louisiana Catholic Daughters Welcome New Junior Court

Court Our Lady Queen of Heaven #1785 in Lake Charles, 
Louisiana, formed a Junior/Juniorette Court on March 

14, 2010. Seventeen girls joined from four local Catholic 
Churches: Our Lady Queen of Heaven, St. Martin Deporres, 
Christ the King and Our Lady of Good Counsel. The Junior 
court coordinator is Jessica Dally-Bertrand

Bottom row, left to right: Anna Pousson, Brianna Newman, Frances 
Oviedo, Klair Kohnke, Whitney Chaumont. Middle row, left to right: 

Coordinator-Jessica Dally-Bertrand, Mercedes Oviedo, Cecile Roques, 
Katie Yokubaitis, Gabriella Demourelle, Amy Yokubaitis, Alexis 

Bertrand, Tatum Comeaux and Kyndal Kohnke. Top row, left to right, 
Joachim Price Amber Soileau. Not present for the photo: Antonia 

(Toni) Lubrano and Laura Christman.

Welcome, New Juniorettes

Five months after new Junior/Juniorette Court Our Lady 
Queen of Heaven #1785 in Lake Charles, Louisiana was 

formed and new members joined. The new Juniorettes (JCDA 
members, ages 6-8) were sponsored by Jessica Dally-Bertrand 
and Lindsey Thibodeaux, who made the new Juniorettes’ 
sashes, and the buttons of achievement that accompany their 
sashes. These were given to the new members at a reception 
for them on August 3, 2010.

New Juniorettes at their reception, wearing their sashes and buttons of 
achievement. Front, left to right, are Anna Pousson, Whitney Chaumont, 
Frances Oviedo, Kyndol Konke and Brianna Newman. Middle row, left 
to right, are Cecile Roques, Gabriella Demourelle, Antonia Lubrano, 
Mercedes Oviedo, Klair Konke and Alexis Bertrand. Back row, are 
Jessica Dally-Bertrand, sponsor, and Joachim Price, co-sponsor.
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Texas Installs Nine New Junior Courts

The Texas Junior Catholic Daughters State Board has been busy since it was formed in June 2009: 210 new Juniors and 
Juniorettes have been installed in nine new courts. Texas State Junior officers are Maya Cuellar, president; Kimberly 

Kallies, first vice president; Sarah Proske, second vice president; Felicia Garcia, state reporter; Terri Beltran, state youth/
JCDA chairman; and Rev. John Peters, state youth/JCDA chaplain.

FocusOnYouth

Floresville, TX
Court Mary Queen of Peace

Installed July 12, 2009
Lydia Martinez, District Deputy

San Benito, TX
Court Bishop Enrique San Pedro #2390

Installed August 23, 2009
Janie Corona, District Deputy

Angleton, TX
Court Immaculate Mary #2134

Installed August 29, 2009
Jean Pempek, District Deputy

Round Rock, TX
Court Our Lady of the Hills #2415

Installed October 18, 2009
Mary Rutherford, District Deputy

Yoakum, TX
Court Our Lady of Guadalupe #206

Installed October 23, 2009
Carolyn Janak, District Deputy

Falls City, TX
Court St. Ann #917

Installed November 8, 2009
Lydia Martinez, District Deputy

Donna, TX
Court Rev. Daniel J. Touhy #2215

Installed November 14, 2009
Janie Corona, District Deputy

Del Rio, TX
Court St. Joan of Arc #1224

Installed November 21, 2009
Ana Chapman, District Deputy

Odem, TX
Court Sacred Heart of Jesus #2422

Installed December 13, 2009
Diane Garcia, District Deputy
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Texas Hosts First Campus Court Retreat

The number of campus courts has increased dramatically to 14. That growth 
has been strong in Texas, which held the fi rst campus court retreat. Members 

of campus courts from six Texas universities attended. The retreat theme, “Living 
a Life of Service,” was presented by National Director Olga Samaniego, Texas 
State Spiritual Enhancement Chair. State Regent Sheila Martinka presented a his-
tory of the Catholic Daughters. Second Vice State Regent Peggy Rosales held a 
training session on the responsibilities and procedures of the treasurer and fi nan-
cial secretary. Campus Court State Chairman Barbara Britton hosted. Attendees 
shared their journey to becoming campus court members and spoke of shared 
service projects such as sponsoring a child in need, cookies for Mass, Read Across 
America, making blankets for Project Linus and game baskets for the children of 
immigrants, among many, many others.

Bird’s-eye view of those attending fi rst campus court retreat.

National Regent’s Message   Continued fom page 1

…and she fi nishes the poem by saying:

For the road goes on and is smoother, and the “pause in the song” is a “rest,”
And the part that’s unsung and unfi nished, is the sweetest and richest and best--

So rest and relax and grow stronger, let go and let God share your load,
Your work is not fi nished or ended, You’ve just come to “a bend in the road.”

 I have come to that bend in the road. It has been a wonderful trip but, like most road trips, I have come to the end of this 
trip and now need to start planning a new one.
 God bless all of you for the work, you, the membership, do for our organization. Without you we do not exist. You make 
this immediate past national regent proud to say, “I served as the national regent of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas, 
knowing that …in Him we Live and Move and have our Being.”

Dear Editor,

 Thank you so much for the informative 
article, “The Little Pill That Changed the 
World,” by Margaret Sitte, national Catho-
lic Daughters legislative chairman.
 Catholic women have a huge role to 
play in educating society about the dangers 
of hormonal contraceptives, and the nega-
tive effects of artifi cial birth control overall 
on society.
 Interestingly, while 50 percent of con-
tracepting couples divorce, couples using 
National Family Planning (NFP) have a di-
vorce rate of less than fi ve percent, according 
to the Couple to Couple League. 
 Also, according to Human Life Interna-
tional, just under 60 percent of women and 
girls going in for elective abortions stated 
they had been using some form of birth 
control. This information was taken from 
Planned Parenthood’s own statistics.
 So much for birth control preventing 
“unwanted” children and abortions as the 
feminists of the ’70s and ’80s told us!
 Again, thank you for exposing the pill 
for what it is: a vehicle for the culture of 
death.
 Please have more informative informa-
tion for Catholic women.

Sincerely,
Mary Ann Wenske 
Court Father Joseph Kopp #2018 
Moulton, Texas

MailBag



 Voting has special signifi cance for Catholics because we 
are called to take our faith into action in the world. Each year for 
the past several years, the Catholic Daughters have participated 
in the Catholic Leadership Conference, a gathering of national 
Catholic lay organizations including bishops and Catholic lead-
ers, who convene for prayer, formative talks, and strategic plan-
ning. In 2008 the organization issued a “Statement on Catholics 
and Voting” that deserves to be studied and distributed. Here are 
some highlights:
 To be a Catholic citizen is to realize certain 
guidelines and obligations. Faithful citizens gath-
er information about candidates in the light 
of Church teaching and cast a vote in every 
election. Catholics have an obligation to 
follow the moral and social teachings of 
the Church, realizing that not all issues 
have equal weight. 
 A hierarchy of values exists. For 
example, the document says, certain life 
issues, “such as direct abortion, euthanasia, 
and the killing of unborn life for medical re-
search…are intrinsically evil and violate the 
Natural Law, since they always involve the di-
rect and intentional taking of innocent human 
life. Such acts are always to be avoided and 
abhorred in positive law and public policy.” 
 The document says, “…there are 
Catholic principles, such as the dignity 
of the human person and fundamental 
rights, which should always be consid-
ered.” Catholic voters have an obliga-
tion to base their votes primarily on 
the Church’s non-debatable issues 
“such as direct abortion, the obliga-
tion to protect marriage between a 
man and a woman, and the family as 
the fi rst social institution.” 

 When it comes to other values, there is 
room for discernment, and Catholics can dis-
agree. For instance, Catholics can have honest 
debate on how public policy should address 
immigration, taxes, education, and medical 
care. They should be able to defend their rea-
sons, however, based on the shared principles 
of Catholic moral and social teaching. 
 Social issues deserve to be considered to a lesser degree than 
moral issues, and people should concern themselves with the com-

mon good in accord with Catholic truths. The document says the 
Church, meaning priests, sisters, and other offi cial teachers, 

have a duty “to instruct and to remind Catholic voters of the 
moral obligations and moral-social principles that should 
guide their exercise of faithful citizenship and voting.”
 In summary, the document 

says, “The Church does not intend 
to tell Catholic citizens for whom 
they should vote but seeks to help 
them understand the moral and so-
cial issues involved.” 
 After all, practicing one’s religious 
faith is personal, but it is never pri-
vate. How each of us lives our faith 
in the broad context of life has an 
enormous impact on all of society. 
The moral and social teachings of 
the Catholic Church have real-life 
application, and these principles 
can be directly applied to public 
law and policy. The document 
concludes that Church teachings 

“must never be artifi cially limited to the 
private domain of individual belief.” 
 In other words, Catholic teachings 
are not just for Sundays; they are relevant 

in the voting booth as well.

says, “The Church does not intend 
to tell Catholic citizens for whom 
they should vote but seeks to help 
them understand the moral and so-
cial issues involved.” 
 After all, practicing one’s religious 
faith is personal, but it is never pri-
vate. How each of us lives our faith 
in the broad context of life has an 
enormous impact on all of society. 
The moral and social teachings of 
the Catholic Church have real-life 
application, and these principles 
can be directly applied to public 

concludes that Church teachings 

Each vote counts

Voting: a Serious Responsibility
By Margaret Sitte
National Legislative Chairman

I t’s time to partake in one of the most serious duties of citizenship—voting. 

Unfortunately, voter turnout in non-Presidential election years has been less 

than 40 percent in the past four decades. Those who show up at the polls

this year wil l  have far more impact than in other elections. Every vote really 

does make a difference.
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 Joanne, who hails from St. Pete Beach, Florida, explained 
that her priorities for 2010-2012 are as follows: 

1. Increase membership by creating better tools to attract 
members; at the same time, educate current members about 
the Catholic Daughters.
2. Continue the focus of Immediate Past National Regent 
Libby Ramirez on developing campus courts and creating 
new membership rules for them. 
3. Add more Territorial Courts (Territorial Courts — five or 
less Courts in a State.)

 The recently-elected national regent has been a Catholic 
Daughter for a long time. 
Joanne began volunteering 
with the Catholic Daugh-
ters when she was 10 years 
old to help her mother, Rose 
Tomassi (past national secre-
tary-treasurer). When Joanne 
turned 18, she joined the se-
nior court and has been an 
active member for 37 years, 
assuming numerous leader-
ship positions, most visibly 
as a national officer for the 
past eight years.
 “Mom and the Cath-
olic Daughters always taught 
me to give back,” Joanne 
explained. “When Catholic 
Daughters give and share 
at the local court level, each 

individual’s small contribution multiplies. That is how our orga-
nization is able to contribute on a very large scale.”
 Immediate Past National Regent Libby Ramirez worked 
very closely with Joanne during Libby’s two-year term to prepare 
Joanne for the responsibilities of being national regent. 
 “I came into office with two major priorities,” Libby said. 
“One was to reorganize our system of campus courts and promote 
campus court membership. The other was to finish the process of 
revising our procedure handbook, ‘The Tools of the Trade.’ ” 
 Libby achieved both: Campus courts grew from several 
to the current number of 14 with more currently planned; 
and “Tools of the Trade, Second Edition,” was published and 

placed on CD. Its suc-
cess was clear when Libby 
announced during con-
vention that Tools of the 
Trade, Second Edition, 
had sold out, with only a 
few CDs remaining.
 The presence of God 
throughout the convention 
was palpable, summarized 
eloquently by then-National 
Chaplain Bishop David Fell-
hauer, “The theme of this 
convention is taken from 
Acts 17:28 ‘In Him we live 
and move and have our be-
ing.’ I think these few words 
sum up what the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas is 
all about. Through baptism 

Updated procedural handbook unveiled

National Convention Showcases
New Leaders, Goals and Tools
By Tom Panas,  National Public Relations Director

Convention photos by Terrie Vacek

“With God all things are possible.”

T his is the theme for her two-year term that new National Regent Joanne Tomassi 

articulated at the 53rd Biennial National Convention in Buffalo, adding, “We 

cannot attain what we achieve as an organization without having God’s 

power within us to do it.”

Clergy pray together on the altar of St. Louis Church, mother church of the Catholic 
Diocese of Buffalo.
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National Director Helene Shepard and National Clergy Consultant 
Rev. Donald Ruppert.

An overview of a convention session, with clergy in front. National Chaplain Rev. Edward Lamp with National Regent Joanne Tomassi 
during the Installation Mass.

Gathered on the dais during a break in the business sessions are Past National 
Regents, left to right, M. Joan McKenna, Rayola McLaughlin, Grace Rinaldi, Grace 
DiCairano, Claudia Bosch, and National Regent, Libby Ramirez.

Members of the national board elected at 
the 53rd biennial national convention, front 
row, left to right: National Director Delma 
Araiza, National Regent Joanne Tomassi and 
National Director Julia Dolan. Second row, 
left to right, National Regent-Elect Anne B. 
Nelson and First Vice National Regent Shirley 
Seyfried. Third row, left to right (left side of 
the row) National Director Janet Martineau 
and Second Vice National Regent Letty
Calvetti; (right side of the row) National 
Secretary-Treasurer Helene Shepard and 
National Director Maryann Grabasky.
Back row, left to right, National Directors 
Olga Samaniego, Arline Rich, Mary Ann Kizer, 
Emily Guilherme and Sherry Nilles.
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we share in the fruits of the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ.”
 Bishop Fellhauer added, “We benefit from the witness to 
their faith. The Catholic laywomen of this organization have tre-
mendous dedication to the church and the nation. They reach out 
to help people in many ways. It’s a strong and vigorous organiza-
tion, and the nation is grateful for what they do.”
 One key agenda item was discussion and voting on bylaws 
amendments. The bylaws committee had concluded that the by-
laws should be organized into local, state and national categories 
in order to become more user-friendly. The committee also con-
cluded that some of the bylaws were procedural rather than gover-
nance and should instead be included in “Tools of the Trade.”
 After much and often lively discus-
sion from the floor, the amendments were 
voted upon and adopted. Please take the time 
to review the new bylaws and become famil-
iar with the many and important changes. 
You can purchase the “Tools of the Trade, 
Second Edition” (which includes the new 
bylaws) for $35.00. You may also purchase 
a CD of Tools of the Trade, Second Edition 
for $35.00, which does not include bylaws. 
The CD is in PDF Format and copies may 
be printed from it. Any “PDF Reader” on 
your computer can open it (an example is 
Adobe Reader, which can be downloaded 
free of charge).
 You can also purchase a package of 
“Tools of the Trade, Second Edition” (in-
cluding Bylaws), and the CD of the Tools 
of the Trade, Second Edition, for $50.
 As is customary, a new National Board was elected to serve 
a two-year term from 2010-2012. National officers elected at the 
convention were National Regent Joanne Tomassi; National Re-
gent-Elect Anne Nelson; First Vice National Regent Shirley Sey-
fried; Second Vice National Regent Letty Calvetti; and National 
Secretary-Treasurer Helene Shepard.
   Completing the National Board were the nine new na-
tional directors: Delma Araiza, from Arizona; Julia Dolan, 
Pennsylvania; Maryann Grabasky, North Carolina; Em-
ily Guilherme, California; Mary Ann Kizer, Arkansas; Janet 
Martineau, Montana; Sherry Nilles, Iowa; Arlene Rich, Con-
necticut; and Olga Samaniego, Texas.

  Libby also introduced the members of the 2010-2012 
Nominating Committee: Penny Martin, chairman, from New 
York; Nancy Bambanek, Minnesota; Daphne Bernstein, California; 
Linda Coletti, Massachusetts; Irene Duda, Oregon; Carolyn Malik, 
Texas; and Della Santos, Illinois. Elected as alternates were Peggy 
Guckin, Pennsylvania, and Belinda Swagger, North Carolina.
 Joanne Tomassi announced that Reverend Edward Lamp 
would be national chaplain, and at the Installation Mass Bishop 
Fellhauer installed Reverend Lamp into his new position with 
the words, “You will be the spiritual leader of the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas for the next two years,” at which 
time Joanne Tomassi presented Father Lamp with the national 

chaplain’s pin.
 Catholic Daughters charitable 
donations were announced. Through the 
hard work and generosity of each of you, 
the Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
was able to make the following donations: 
SOAR! (Support Our Aging Religious), 
$7,000; Apostleship of the Sea, $6,000; 
SmileTrain, $50,000 (this will allow 
2,000 children to receive cleft-palate sur-
gery); Catholic Relief Services, $75,000; 
American College of Louvain, $10,000; 
North American College, $13,000; Holy 
Cross Family Ministries, $20,000; Tut-
wiler Clinic, $10,000; and Mother Tere-
sa’s Order, $15,000. At the convention, 
Catholic Daughter charitable donations 
totaled $206,000.
The convention wasn’t “all work and no 

play.” Before the business of convention began, many Catholic 
Daughters enjoyed tours including the “wine country” and of course 
to nearby Niagara Falls. A large group got out of bed early on Thurs-
day morning for a 6:00A.M. Walk/Run for charity. Friday evening’s 
“Fun Night” showed once again that Catholic Daughters know how 
to have fun when many donned costumes, danced and listened to 
Broadway show tunes.  
 New York State Regent Penny Martin organized a chorus 
of 60 Catholic Daughters who had never sung together and sang 
beautifully as a group. Speaking of their choral work together, 
Penny said, “It wasn’t a performance, it was the love of God and 
singing His praises that made the chorus such a success.”

New York State Regent Penny Martin welcomes 
Catholic Daughters to the Convention.

Second Vice National Regent Shirley Seyfried, right, 
with daughter, Christina Armendarez.

National Regent-Elect Anne Nelson and 
her husband Carl.

Seated, are Texas Second Vice State Regent Peggy 
Rosales, left, and Texas State Regent Sheila Martinka, 
right. Standing, are National Administrative Assistant 
Mary Impellizeri, left, with her sister Theresa Duran, 
nominating committee chairman, 2008-2010, right.
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 Previous national leaders came together for the Past Na-
tional Directors Dinner (Past National Regent M. Joan McK-
enna is the new president of the Past National Directors Club).  
During the traditional Clergy Luncheon, the clergy members 
who made the trip to Buffalo and whose support and prayers are 
so deeply appreciated by the Catholic Daughters enjoyed each 
other’s company and talked about ways to help the Daughters. 
 The following idea was expressed in the Clergy Report 
delivered by National Clergy Consultant Rev. Donald Rup-
pert during the business session: to nurture relationships with 
seminarians so the young men will have good feelings about 
the Catholic Daughters when they become priests. Father Rup-
pert also shared a story to much applause 
about a Catholic Daughter court that 
“saved” a faltering Knights of Columbus 
group by paying off its delinquent debts 
and returning it to active status.
 Father Ruppert also led a Liv-
ing Rosary. Catholic Daughters in white 
dresses standing on the perimeter created 
a beautiful tableau, and it was especially 
moving when Libby Ramirez encircled the 
grand ballroom carrying a statue of the 
Blessed Mother above her at the head of a 
procession of the national officers.
 In the legislation workshop pre-
sented by National Legislative Chairman 
Margaret Sitte and National Director Ja-
net Martineau, Margaret said, “Bishop 
Fulton J. Sheehan is being considered for 
canonization. He suggested that Americans spiritually adopt un-
born children by praying for them for nine months.” Janet added, 
“Forty-two years ago I was a birth mother. I gave my son up for 
adoption. I met my son while he was in college.  He said to me, 
‘Thank you for not aborting me.’ ”
 In the procedures: state, workshop, Past National Regent 
Claudia Bosch, newly-elected National Director Olga Samaniego 
and Joanne Tomassi presented a game of “CDA Jeopardy,” with 
questions for contestants such as, “What is the emblem on the 
sleeve of the robe of the state treasurer?” 
 In the procedures: local, workshop, First Vice National 
Regent Shirley Seyfried urged Catholic Daughters to use a phone 
tree to increase meeting attendance and reminded everyone that 

“communication is vital. If members don’t know what’s going on 
in the organization, they lose interest.”
 The nearly 1,000 in attendance each had a unique, person-
al response to the convention and took something special from it. 
Debbie Makovicka from Court St. Mary #764 in York, Nebraska, 
for whom this was her second national convention, was inspired 
by the “faith of women and the many wonderful things we as 
Catholic Daughters do to help people.”
 Melodie Yeardie from Court Brownsville #1141 in Browns-
ville, Pennsylvania, said that her court is trying to revitalize a junior 
court and she was energized and inspired by attending her first na-
tional convention to make this happen.

 The success of the 53rd Biennial 
National Convention was a result of solid, 
hard, nose-to-the-grindstone work. Spe-
cial thanks and acknowledgement go to 
many people. 
 New York State Catholic Daugh-
ters, who hosted the convention, worked 
tirelessly to ensure the convention’s suc-
cess. Space does not allow crediting ev-
ery hard-working member, but special 
thanks must go to Convention Chair-
man Helene Shepard. Under Helene’s 
astute leadership, each and every conven-
tion committee chairperson, committee 
member and New York State Catholic 
Daughter who participated can feel very 
proud of a job truly well-done.  
 Under the guidance of Libby 

Ramirez, National Executive Director Peggy O’Brien and Na-
tional Administrative Assistant Mary Impellizeri were in almost 
daily contact with the hotel -- especially as convention approached 
-- regarding arrangements and problem after problem.
 Terrie Vacek from Texas used her skills as an amateur 
photographer to take pictures for the daily reports on the CDA 
website and for this story in Share Magazine. Webmaster Dan 
Seyfried awoke early at his home in Minnesota each day of con-
vention to publish the daily convention “recaps” on the Catholic 
Daughter website – before he left for his job in the morning. 
 Everyone who prepared for and participated in the 
2010 convention showed that, truly, “with God all things are 
possible.”

Three Catholic Daughters wear masks from the Broad-
way show Phantom of the Opera during Fun Night.

National Regent Libby Ramirez is escorted 
to the dais by her grandson Raymond.

New National Directors Delma Araiza, left, and Mary 
Ann Kizer, right, join the “lemonade toast.”

Terrie Vacek of Texas, who volunteered to take pic-
tures of the convention for Share and the CDA web-
site, visited New York on her way home to Texas after 
the convention. Terrie pauses for a moment before 
entering CDA headquarters for a tour of the building.
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 “The National Board 
chose to honor Helen because 
of her outstanding work as a 
Catholic Daughter and in her 
life,” explains Libby Ramirez, 
national regent at the time of 
the award and current immedi-
ate past national regent.  “Hel-
en meticulously instructed the 
Catholic Daughter leadership, 
courts and members on the 
proper procedures to use in 
legislative matters.  She was 
adamant that we must contact 
our elected representatives as 
individuals, not as Catholic 
Daughters, and she was very 
specifi c as to the ‘how, why and when’ of contacting them.”
 National Regent-Elect at the time of the award and 
current National Regent Joanne Tomassi adds, “Helen was a 
national director when she was fi rst asked to chair the legisla-
tive committee and she agreed because a good national director 
knows she should not turn down an assignment.  However, leg-
islation was probably the last thing Helen would have chosen,” 
Joanne continues.  “Like most of us, Helen got involved from 
time to time but did not really follow the legislative process, 
much less the current bills being considered.  Helen dove in 
and gave it her all.  She became very profi cient at following the 
legislative activities.  She developed an e-mail system of con-
tacting members in order to speed up the process -- all without 
a computer in her home, she used the one in the public library.  
She did an amazing job.”

 Libby Ramirez adds, 
“We’re very proud of Helen, 
in many, many ways.  Truly, 
she is a deserving ‘Catholic 
Daughter Woman of the Year.’ 
”  In accepting her award dur-
ing the Appreciation Banquet 
at the end of the convention, 
Helen said, “There are so 
many Catholic Daughters who 
have contributed so much not 
only to the organization but 
to spreading our faith and this 
honor should be shared by ev-
eryone.  I thank you from the 
bottom of my heart.”
 She continued, “I haven’t 

worked with Mother Teresa, as one of the earlier recipients of the Wom-
an of the Year award had done.  Nor did I have one child, let alone raise 
13 children, as another recipient had accomplished.  But I have inter-
acted with some of the most wonderful women in the world, having 
learned so much from each of you with whom I have been in contact 
– many only by e-mail or phone, never meeting you personally – but I 
always respected you, your input and your point of view.”
 Helen is a member of Court Madonna of the Mountains 
#2035 in Lakewood, Colorado.  Court Madonna is affi liated with 
St. Jude Catholic Church.  Court members are from 15 different 
parishes in the metropolitan Denver area.
 Court Madonna was formed on May 23, 1971 and has 83 
members.  Among the local charities the court supports are the 
Missionaries of Charity, Little Sisters of the Poor, Father Woody’s

Continued on page 22

Worked hard on legislation

Helen Johnson Named
Catholic Daughter Woman of the Year
By Tom Panas
National Public Relations Director

H elen Johnson of Colorado was named “Woman of the Year” at the 53rd Biennial 

National Convention. The Woman of the Year award is presented every two years 

at the convention in recognition of a Catholic woman who has excelled in her 

commitment to the community or the organization and for outstanding involvement in 

charitable giving of time, talent and/or treasure.  The first Woman of the Year award was 

presented during the term of Past National Regent Grace Rinaldi.

Left to right, National Regent-Elect Joanne Tomassi, Catholic Daughter 
“Woman of the Year” Helen Johnson and National Regent Libby Ramirez.
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The Church at the Service of the Family

 The family in the modern world, as much as and perhaps 
more than any other institution, has been beset by the many pro-
found and rapid changes that have affected society and culture. 
Many families are living this situation in fidelity to those values 
that constitute the foundation of the institution of the family. 
Others have become uncertain and bewildered over their role or 
even doubtful and almost unaware of the ultimate meaning and 
truth of conjugal and family life. Finally, there are others who are 
hindered by various situations of injustice in the realization of 
their fundamental rights.
 Knowing that marriage and the family constitute one of 
the most precious of human values, the Church wishes to speak 
and offer her help to those who are already aware of the value 
of marriage and the family and seek to live it faithfully, to those 
who are uncertain and anxious and searching for the truth, and 
to those who are unjustly impeded from living freely their family 
lives. Supporting the first, illuminating the second and assisting 
the others, the Church offers her services to every person who 
wonders about the destiny of marriage and the family.

Separated or Divorced Persons
Who Have Not Remarried 

 Various reasons can unfortunately lead to the often irrepa-
rable breakdown of valid marriages. These include mutual lack 
of understanding and the inability to enter into interpersonal 
relationships. Obviously, separation must be considered as a last 
resort, after all other reasonable attempts at reconciliation have 
proved vain.

 Loneliness and other difficulties are often the lot of sepa-
rated spouses, especially when they are the innocent parties. The 
ecclesial community must support such people more than ever. 
It must give them much respect, solidarity, understanding and 
practical help, so that they can preserve their fidelity even in their 
difficult situation; and it must help them to cultivate the need to 
forgive which is inherent in Christian love, and to be ready per-
haps to return to their former married life.
 The situation is similar for people who have undergone 
divorce, but, being well aware that the valid marriage bond is in-
dissoluble, refrain from becoming involved in a new union and 
devote themselves solely to carrying out their family duties and 
the responsibilities of Christian life. In such cases their example 
of fidelity and Christian consistency takes on particular value as 
a witness before the world and the Church. Here it is even more 
necessary for the Church to offer continual love and assistance, 
without there being any obstacle to admission to the sacraments.
 
Divorced Persons Who Have Remarried 

 Daily experience unfortunately shows that people who have 
obtained a divorce usually intend to enter into a new union, obvi-
ously not with a Catholic religious ceremony. Since this is an evil 
that, like the others, is affecting more and more Catholics as well, 
the problem must be faced with resolution and without delay. The 
Synod Fathers studied it expressly. The Church, which was set up 
to lead to salvation all people and especially the baptized, can-
not abandon to their own devices those who have been previously 
bound by sacramental marriage and who have attempted a second 
marriage. The Church will therefore make untiring efforts to put 
at their disposal her means of salvation.

Continued on following page

Excerpts from “Familiaris Consortio” by Pope John Paul II

Affirming Marriage as a Covenant of Love
At the recent biennial national convention, National Chaplain David Fellhauer suggested that this Apostolic Exhortation, “Fa-
miliaris Consortio” by Pope John Paul II, be printed in Share.  While we think of attacks on marriage as a modern problem, 
Pope Pius XI wrote an encyclical in support of chastity in marriage, “Casti Connubii,” in 1930.

The Church considers marriage 
a precious witness to basic 
human values, and strongly 
supports those who enter into 
the marital union and family 
life. (artwork courtesy of the 
Respect Life program)
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WOMAN OF THE YEAR
continued from page 20

Haven of Hope, Jeffco Action Center, Bridge-
way, Seeds of Hope (an Archdiocesan program 
for educating underprivileged children) and 
the Colorado State Court Seminary Burse.
 Court Madonna also supports the fi ve 
CDA National Projects: Holy Cross Fam-
ily Ministries, Habitat for Humanity, SOAR! 
(Support Our Aging Religious), The Disaster 
Relief Fund and SmileTrain.
 Helen became a Catholic Daughter in 
December, 1979.  She resides in Lakewood 
and worships at St. Jude Catholic Church in Lakewood.  She 
was National Legislative Co-Chairman from 2000-2004 and 
Chairman from 2004-2009.   She explained one of her proudest 
achievements during this period:
 “Disseminating information to members via electronic 
mail, a quarterly legislative newsletter and a  legislative article 
in each issue of Share and on the Catholic Daughter website. 

Previously, information was distributed 
predominantly via U. S. mail (in the quar-
terly newsletter from the national office or 
a separate mailing in between issuance of 
the quarterly newsletter).  Receiving infor-
mation via e-mail has opened up an oppor-
tunity for individual members to quickly 
respond to legislative alerts and requests 
for legislative follow-up.  It has also opened 
the door for individual members to contact 
the national chair for assistance and for any 

clarification required on an alert.”
 She added, “Member contacts with state and national 
legislators are as constituents — not as Catholic Daughters, 
as our organization does not endorse, support or oppose 
political candidates or a political party.  We are an issue- 
oriented organization and follow the advice of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops.”

continued from previous page

 Pastors must know that, for the sake of truth, they are 
obliged to exercise careful discernment of situations. There is 
in fact a difference between those who have sincerely tried to 
save their fi rst marriage and have been unjustly abandoned, 
and those who through their own grave fault have destroyed 
a canonically valid marriage. Finally, there are those who have 
entered into a second union for the sake of the children’s up-
bringing, and who are sometimes subjectively certain in con-
science that their previous and irreparably destroyed marriage 
had never been valid.
 Together with the Synod, I earnestly call upon pastors and 
the whole community of the faithful to help the divorced, and 
with solicitous care to make sure that they do not consider them-
selves as separated from the Church, for as baptized persons they 
can, and indeed must, share in her life. They should be encouraged 
to listen to the word of God, to attend the Sacrifi ce of the Mass, to 
persevere in prayer, to contribute to works of charity and to com-
munity efforts in favor of justice, to bring up their children in the 
Christian faith, to cultivate the spirit and practice of penance and 
thus implore, day by day, God’s grace. Let the Church pray for 
them, encourage them and show herself a merciful mother, and 
thus sustain them in faith and hope.
 However, the Church reaffi rms her practice, which is based 
upon Sacred Scripture, of not admitting to Eucharistic Commu-
nion divorced persons who have remarried. They are unable to be 
admitted thereto from the fact that their state and condition of life 
objectively contradict that union of love between Christ and the 
Church which is signifi ed and effected by the Eucharist. Besides 
this, there is another special pastoral reason: if these people were 

admitted to the Eucharist, the faithful would be led into error and 
confusion regarding the Church’s teaching about the indissolubil-
ity of marriage.
 Reconciliation in the sacrament of Penance which would 
open the way to the Eucharist, can only be granted to those who, 
repenting of having broken the sign of the Covenant and of fi del-
ity to Christ, are sincerely ready to undertake a way of life that 
is no longer in contradiction to the indissolubility of marriage. 
This means, in practice, that when, for serious reasons, such as 
for example the children’s upbringing, a man and a woman can-
not satisfy the obligation to separate, they “take on themselves the 
duty to live in complete continence, that is, by abstinence from 
the acts proper to married couples.” 
 Similarly, the respect due to the sacrament of Matrimony, 
to the couples themselves and their families, and also to the com-
munity of the faithful, forbids any pastor, for whatever reason or 
pretext even of a pastoral nature, to perform ceremonies of any 
kind for divorced people who remarry. Such ceremonies would 
give the impression of the celebration of a new sacramentally valid 
marriage, and would thus lead people into error concerning the 
indissolubility of a validly contracted marriage.
 By acting in this way, the Church professes her own fi -
delity to Christ and to His truth. At the same time she shows 
motherly concern for these children of hers, especially those 
who, through no fault of their own, have been abandoned by 
their legitimate partner.
 With fi rm confi dence she believes that those who have 
rejected the Lord’s command and are still living in this state 
will be able to obtain from God the grace of conversion and 
salvation, provided that they have persevered in prayer, pen-
ance and charity.

Helen Johnson
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Iowa Court Celebrates Anniversary
on Founding Date
 

Court Joyce Kilmer #460 in Estherville, Iowa, held its anni-
versary celebration on April 11, 2010, 90 years after it was 

founded. Court chaplain Rev. Brian Hughes celebrated Mass, 
followed by a luncheon during which 60-year and 25-year pins 
were awarded to court members.

Left to right are 25-year pin recipients Bonnie Bothwell, Virginia John-
son, Germain Lepird, Joan Scheidel, Margaret Wrobbe and 60-year pin 
recipient Margaret Roberts.

Celebrating Two Notable Achievements 
at One Event

On April 18, 2010, Court Henry A. Sullivan #584 in Dan-
vers, Massachusetts, held a combined event celebrating the 

court’s 90th anniversary celebration and honoring Regent Judi 
Shooter for her appointment as Massachusetts Second Vice State 
Regent. After Mass a celebration was held at the Danversport 
Yacht Club with speakers and entertainment. 

Back row, left to right, are Rev. Gerald Dorgan, court chaplain, Connie 
Pagan, first vice state regent, Linda Coletti, state regent, Maureen Trainor, 
state secretary and Mary Ann Gruszecki, state treasurer. Front row, left to 

right, are Sheila Kanan, district deputy, J. Marie O’Brien, court financial 
secretary, Deborah Fraser, treasurer, Judi Shooter, regent, Barbara Muka, 

vice regent and Sandra Lane, recording secretary.

Pennsylvania Court Celebrates 90 Years

Court Rev. Patrick McArdle #448 in Bellefonte, Pennsylva-
nia, began its 90th anniversary celebration with a Eucha-

ristic liturgy at St. John The Evangelist Catholic Church that 
included the reception of five new members. A banquet followed 
with special guests (titles that follow are for positions held at the 
time of the event): First Vice National Regent Anne Nelson, Na-
tional Director Letty Calvetti, Pennsylvania State Regent Laraine 
McGinnis and Court Chaplains Very Rev. Neil Dadey and Rev. 
D. Timothy Grimme. The banquet’s theme was Year For Priests 
and was dedicated to the court’s chaplains. A lifetime achieve-
ment award was given to Past National Director Josephine Ebel-
ing in recognition of 62 years of dedication and leadership. 

Attendees gather during Court Rev. Patrick McArdle’s 90th anniversary.

Anniversaries



California Court Holds Rosary Rally

Court St. Bernadette #1376 in Bakersfield, California, held a 
rosary rally to which the public was invited. Pastries, fresh 

fruit and beverages were served. The rally was held at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall with Rev. Jerry Hartz leading the recitation of the 
rosary. Court St. Bernadette’s members are from various parishes 
in Bakersfield. The court is especially proud of two long-standing 
members: Adeline Samek, 50 years, and Regina Johnston, 60 years. 
Court St. Bernadette, which was instituted on April 22, 1945, in 
the Spanish Ballroom of the El Tejon Hotel in Bakersfield, celebrat-
ed its 65th anniversary on April 17, 2010.

Attendees pause for a picture during Court St. Bernadette’s rosary rally.

Nebraska Court Helps Local Religious

Court St. Charles #472 in Lincoln, Nebraska, bestowed 
charitable gifts to the Passionist Sisters, who serve the 

Christo Rey Parish in Lincoln and surrounding communi-
ties. Court St. Charles, which aids various local charities, held 
a garage and bake sale to raise funds for some of the court’s 
other projects.

Left to right, Sister Maria Antonia Cruz, Vice Regent Caroline 
Helget, Regent Eileen Childerston, Sister Cleotilde Orduna 
(holding the check presented to her by Treasurer Paula Aguilar) 
and Financial Secretary Marvalee Richardson.

 

New Jersey Court Holds
26th Annual Luncheon

Court Fulgens Corona #1684 in New 
Monmouth, New Jersey, held its 26th 

annual luncheon last April at The Oyster 
Point Hotel in Red Bank. Regent Angela 
Catania gave the welcoming address and 
Reverend Angelito Anarcon offered the 
invocation. New Jersey state court officers 
attended, as did the district deputy, visit-
ing court members and honored guests. 
Proceeds helped fund student scholarships 
at the national, state and local level.
  Members of Court Fulgens at the court’s 26th annual luncheon.
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Louisiana Court Attends Pro-Life Seminar

Court Our Lady Queen of Heaven #1785 in Lake Charles, Loui-
siana, attended a pro-life seminar at McNeese State University 

in Lake Charles. It was sponsored by McNeese Students for Life. 
The featured presenter was attorney Rebecca Kiessling, a nationally-
known speaker on pro-life and adoption issues. Ms. Kiessling spoke 
of how she learned that she was conceived from a brutal rape at knife-
point by a serial rapist. Ms. Kiessling is grateful that her birth-mother 
arranged an adoption rather than having an abortion. 

Members of Court #1785 at the pro-life seminar; standing, left to right, are Sandra Dally, Melina Dally
and Linda Breaux. Seated, left to right, are Elaine Trahan, Audrey Vinson, treasurer, and Geri Savoy.

New York Court Enjoys
High Tea for Charity

Members of Court Bishop Kellenberg 
#1756 in North Merrick, New York, 

enjoyed an elegant afternoon of high tea in 
the Garden City Hotel. The Daughters en-
joyed “donning their chapeaux, savoring petit 
fours and, best of all, raising a record amount 
to fund the court’s multiple charitable causes 
throughout the year.” Among those present 
was District Deputy Debbie Stellakis.

Wearing bonnets, incoming officers are, left to right, Vice Regent Barrie Pinto, Regent Ann 
Fernan and Recording Secretary Ann Mary Fernan Ferrell.

Nevada Doll House Raffle 
a Fund-Raising Success
Court Our Lady of the Valley #2118 in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, recently held a successful Doll House 
Raffle at the St. Viator Catholic Community. In 
the photo are, left to right Ramona Rosa, Rowena 
Dial, Mary Campbell, Leonie Frisbee and Maria 
Manguita.

News&Notes



Maryland Court Holds Fifth Annual
Tea Luncheon

Court Infant Jesus of Prague #1571 in Woodlawn, Maryland, 
held its Fifth Annual Tea Luncheon at the Turf Valley Coun-

try Club in Ellicott City, Maryland. One hundred and ninety 
members of Court Infant Jesus of Prague, other local courts and 
their guests attended. The fund-raiser benefi tted the Father Henry 
Hughes Scholarship, which provides funds for students entering 
Catholic high schools. Debbie Lattus, scholarship chairman, an-
nounced that 17 scholarships were awarded to students entering 
Catholic high schools throughout the state of Maryland.

A hat contest added fun and interest to the event, for which contestants dressed in their Sunday best, wearing hats, gloves and pearls. 
First place hat winners in fi ve categories were, left to right, Judge’s Choice, Lita Linsey; Best Floral, Evelyn Johnson; Most Stylish, Kathleen 

Garpstas; Most Extravagant, Danell Knox (junior member, Court Mother Mary Lange in Maryland); and Most Amusing, Cathleen Jackson.

New Jersey Court’s Day
of Recollection Helps Boost
Membership

Court St. Elizabeth Ann Seton #2124 in Ri-
verton, New Jersey, held its third annual 

Day of Recollection for men and women last 
May at Sacred Heart Church in Riverton. Rev. 
Daniel Lanahan, OSM, moderated. Eighty-one 
people attended. The day included continental 
breakfast, morning prayer, rosary, conferences, 
lunch, confession and Holy Mass. The Day of 
Recollection has boosted court membership by 
200 percent.

Members of Court Elizabeth Ann Seton at the Day of Recollection.

Court Mystical Rose
Debuts in Philadelphia
Catholic Daughters are proud to welcome 

newly-formed Court Mystical Rose #2628 in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Surrounded by 

the court’s members are, bottom row, left to 
right, District Deputy Letty Barnes, Treasurer 

Henrietta Hessinger, Recording Secretary 
Elizabeth Meier, Regent Mary Wender, Vice 

Regent Lorraine Gribben and Financial 
Secretary Sara Janulewicz.
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Wisconsin Court Welcomes
New Officers

Court Darlington #698 in Darlington, Wisconsin, 
celebrated the installation of new officers last June 
with Mass, a potluck dinner and a meeting at Holy 

Rosary Church in Darlington. In the photo, front row 
left to right, are Shirley Hastert, treasurer; Jean Cleary, 

regent; Doris McGinnis, vice regent; Mary Flanagan, 
recording secretary; and Mary Jo Mottley, financial 
secretary. Back row, left to right, are Patricia Leahy, 

district deputy; Rev. Randy Budnar, chaplain; and Ruth 
Busch, Wisconsin first vice state regent.

New Hampshire Court
Honors 75-Year
Member

In honor of her 75-year membership, Court Jose-
phine #319 in Keene, New Hampshire, presented 
Margaret Bingham with a certificate, pin, flowers 
and congratulatory cake. During the celebration 
Margaret described the strict rules that were 
required to join the Catholic Daughters when she 
joined at age 18. In the photo, Margaret, left, is 
joined by Serena Nicholls, a 61-year member who 
was honored as Angel of her court.

Oklahoma Court Honors Members

Court Santa Maria #81 in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, received two 
new members and presented 50-year pins to others. In the picture 
are 50-year pin recipients, left to right, Mary Khoury, Anna Lehman, 
Patricia McAboy, Vera Weisbrod, and Regent Virginia Soder. Not pic-
tured are 50-year pin recipients Margaret Ashby, Margaret Eckroat, 

Betty Zwischier and Agnes Schumacher. Also absent from the photo 
are the two new members, Alice Filer and Emily Mitchelson, and, 

recognized for her 66-year membership, Theresa Link.
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(use discount code CDA)

A meaningful family movie night…

A holiday religious education 
class…

A special faith-based gift.

The Journey is part of the DVD series 
that links Mysteries of the Rosary to 
contemporary stories about teens 
and the challenges they face today. 
Each DVD is 29 minutes long and 
includes a discussion guide. Other 
titles available in the series.  English 
and Spanish tracks on one DVD. 
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Daughters of the Americas, we extend 
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Shopping!
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CDA Price: $5.82
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Wishing you and your families  
a blessed Christmas!

Look for a new Manifest Mystery DVD in 2011!
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Birth of Our Lord

Catholic
Daughters:
Unite Against
Pornography!
Pornography Harms Children
and Their Families

We Must Fight Pornography
All Year Long!

Join us for WRAP Week
October 31-November 7, 2010

What is “WRAP?”
“White Ribbons Against Pornography

What is “WRAP Week?”
One week intended to educate the public 
about the extent of the pornography problem 
and about what citizens can do to fi ght back.

What can you do?
Wear a WRAP Lapel pin!
Put a magnet or decal on your car!

    

    WRAP Magnet            WRAP Lapel Pin

These items are available at:
www.wrapfamily.com
For further information, 
write, call or send email to:

WRAP Family
PO Box 493
Columbus, NE  68602-0493
402-276-6162
wrap@wrapfamily.com
www.wrapfamily.com
Sponsored by: Court Little Flower #988
 in Columbus, Nebraska.

This Ad has been paid for by 
WRAP Family and Morality In Media.
www.moralityinmedia.org 

Special thanks to Morality in Media —
always at the forefront in the fi ght
against pornography.



Oregon Court Honors Its
Woman of the Year

Carolyn Piatz 
Connolly was 

honored as Court 
Marion #718 of Mt. 
Angel, Oregon, Cath-
olic Daughter Woman 
of the Year at the April 
court meeting. Caro-
lyn was selected for 
her 14 years of service 
as Oregon State JCDA 
and Youth Chairman 
(1996-2010). This 
past spring Carolyn 
resigned her position 
as state JCDA chair-
man after she gave 
birth to her fi rst child, 
future JCDA member 
Mary Grace, on May 
6, 2010.

Carolyn Piatz stands in front of the 
cake prepared by her court in honor 
of her award.
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Texas Court Honors 50-Year Member

Members of Court Holy 
Trinity #2548 in Bay-

town, Texas, honored Shirley 
Lavergne by presenting her 
with a 50-year pin for her many 
years of valued service to the 
Catholic Daughters. Shirley 
joined the organization in 1960 
and immediately became an ac-
tive member, holding the posi-
tion of recording secretary.
 When she moved her 
membership to another Texas 
court in 1980, Shirley contin-
ued to serve as recording secre-
tary, and then vice regent and 
monitor for two terms each. 
She became a member of Court 
Holy Trinity when the court was 
formed in 2005. She has been 
an active member and commit-
tee chair, even while losing her 
two husbands and battling can-
cer. Members of Court #2548 
describe Shirley as “a model of 
Christian living.”

South Dakota Catholic Daughter
Celebrates 100th Birthday

Janet Sattler, a 54-year 
member of Court St. 

Frances #547 in Gregory, 
South Dakota, celebrated her 
hundredth birthday on April 
26, 2010. She was featured in 
articles of two local newspapers 
and received more than 100 
birthday greetings in a card 
shower sponsored by family 
and friends. During her CDA 
career Janet held several offi ces 
in Court St. Frances includ-
ing regent, recording secretary 
and treasurer. A retired school-
teacher, Janet resides at an as-
sisted living center.  Janet Sattler

Two Iowa Catholic Daughters 
Receive 50-Year Pins

Court Ave Maria #269 in Sioux 
City, Iowa, presented Agnes 

Donovan and Darlene Davis with 
50-year pins. The pin for Agnes 
Donovan has special meaning to 
her as it was received by her mother, 
Josephine Decpetris, in Court Ave 
Maria upon completing her 50th 
year as a Catholic Daughter. During 
their 50 years as Catholic Daugh-
ters both recipients have strongly 
supported Catholic Daughter pro-
grams. Agnes served as court regent 
and secretary, district deputy and 
Iowa state secretary.

Fifty-year recipients Agnes 
Donovan, left, and Darlene Davis, right.

Shirley Lavergne, left, is 
awarded her 50-year pin from 
Regent Minerva Moncivais.
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Heaven Exists
By Noelle McNeil
(Outskirts Press, Inc., Denver, Colorado, 2009)

Reviewed by Peggy Eastman

T raumatic brain injury (TBI) is very much in the news today, 
since young servicemen and women are returning from combat 

in Iraq and Afghanistan with this devastating head injury. A new 
state-of-the-art center for treating TBI just opened on the grounds 
of the National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland. This 
inspirational book, written in the form of a journal, is about one 
young woman’s arduous journey back to herself from the nether-
world of TBI.

 College student Noelle McNeil of Little Silver, New Jersey, was 
a healthy, willowy blonde with a possible modeling contract in the 
offing and a dreamy boyfriend. She experienced her TBI when she 
fell from her balking horse during an equestrian competition; the 
accident is reminiscent of what happened to the late movie actor 
Christopher Reeve (“Superman”), who was paralyzed in a fall during 
an equestrian event.

 As TBIs go, Noelle was fortunate – only one percent of people 
who have her type of injury make a significant recovery. But a lot of 
that good fortune is due to her own indomitable spirit, willingness to go through hours and hours of rehabilitation 
and her Catholic faith. Plunged into a coma, Noelle spent 14 days in an intensive care unit, and when she emerged she 
was confused and weak, required a feeding tube and could not speak or stand, let alone walk. But God had plans for 
Noelle, now 25, who was eventually able to stow her wheelchair in the garage, who walked across the stage to receive 
her college degree from Monmouth University, who has interned at a financial institution and who now plans a career 
as a motivational speaker. 

 As Noelle relates it, she saw heaven while in her coma and communicated with her Uncle Joe, who had died 
prematurely. She believes that through Uncle Joe’s intercession with Jesus, she was able to return to earth, which she 
wanted to do. As she writes, “I actually encountered heaven. It is no longer just an abstract concept that you learn 
about in religion class. It is real…Death really need not be feared. It is a peaceful and beautiful experience once it 
starts to happen. There is an afterlife.” Noelle, who examined her Catholic faith deeply after her accident, believes 
that the many prayers of others helped her recover, and that her accident was a learning experience that has set her 
on a new path of God’s choosing: helping others. As she writes, “Love is the greatest gift of all. It enables people to 
do the impossible, to continue to hope and to believe, to reach the human soul, and to work miracles in one’s life 
and the lives of others.”
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Advent & Christmas
for Adults & Kids...

1-800-876-4463
www.pauline.org

promo code SH1012

Advent Grace
Daily Gospel Reflections 
By the Daughters of St. Paul
In this daily Advent com-
panion, members of the 
Daughters of St. Paul share 
their reflections and lead 
readers in lectio divina on 
the Scripture readings for 
the season. Also includes 
reflections for the Octave of 
Christmas. 128 pages, 
paperback.   #07877    $7.95

also available 
for Kindle and iPad!

The Christmas Activity Book
By Sally Ann Wright
Illustrated by Paola Bertolini 
Grudina
This children’s story and 
activity book tells of the birth 
of Jesus, and provides hands-
on opportunities to engage 
the Nativity of Christ. Activities 
include press-out Christmas 
cards to personalize, activity and 
puzzle pages, and a make-your-
own nativity scene. Now children 
can have one of their very own! 
32 pages, softcover. 
#15845      $10.95

Ten Christmas Sheep: 
A Counting Story
By Jan Godfrey; 
Illustrated by Honor Ayres
Takes children through the 
classic story of the Nativity. 
Joyful companions on the 
journey are ten sheep, which 
children are encouraged 
to point out and number. 
Combine the real meaning of 
Christmas with an opportunity 
to count, and you’ve got a 
fun, instructive, and engaging 
board book!  28 pages   
#74329      $12.95
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        According to legend, St. Francis de Sales once 

had a vision of two ladders: one a dangerous 

ladder and the other a safe ladder, representing 

help from Mary.  In the vision Jesus said, 

“Tell your people to come to Me by this 

ladder, by the way of My Mother.”  This 

decade rosary bracelet has blue aurora-

borealis glass beads.  Includes a pewter 

crucifi x and rose-shaped medal with 

the image of Our Lady on the back.  

Measures 7 ½ inches.

     The Ladder Rosary Bracelet will be 

sent to you in gratitude for your gift of $10 

or more.  Your donation will support 

the ministries of the Missionary Oblates 

as we serve poor and needy people in 

our missions around the world. 
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 9480 N. De Mazenod Drive
Belleville, IL  62223-1160

Donate Now Toll Free At:

1-888-330-6264
7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. CDT, M-F    $10         $20         $30         $45         $100           $________

   Check/Money Order

Credit Card # ________  ________  ________  ________

Exp. Date ____ /____    

Signature (required) ____________________________________________

 Please send __   Ladder Rosary Bracelet(s).  #4015
  ($10 suggested donation each)

Name ______________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City _______________________________ State_______ ZIP__________

E-mail ____________________________________________    #1010700

 Thank you for your generous support!

To request this item on our secure internet site, visit

www.oblatesusa.org/ads/share

 Any gifts requested through the mail will be received within 3-6 weeks.


