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A Healthy Diet During Pregnancy Can Help Prevent Birth Defects And Clefts. Diet is an important part of pregnancy. Eat a healthy diet that contains lots of fruits and vegetables and foods forti-
fied with folic acid. According to the U.S. Government, women who plan to have a child should be sure to take sufficient levels of folic acid (400 micrograms per day) during pregnancy to help pre-
vent neural tube defects and reduce the risk for cleft lip and palate. When folic acid is taken one month before conception and throughout the first trimester, it has been proven to reduce the risk for
neural tube defects by 50 to 70 per cent. Be sure to receive proper prenatal care, quit smoking, and follow your health care provider’s guidelines for foods to avoid during pregnancy. The Smile Train
is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit recognized by the IRS, and all donations to The Smile Train are tax-deductible in accordance with IRS regulations. © 2010 The Smile Train.

“...one of the most 
productive charities—

dollar for deed—in the world.”
—The New York Times

Smile Train provides life changing free
cleft surgery which takes as little as 45
minutes and costs as little as $250.

It gives desperate children not just a
new smile—but a new life.

Waiting For Surgery:
5 Years.

Donate online: www.smiletrain.org or call: 1-800-932-9541

In 5 minutes you can save him.
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National Regent’s Message

AbouttheCover
Catholic Daughters were very well represented 
among the throngs of people who gathered
in Washington, D.C., in January for
the annual March for Life.
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Mission Statement

Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas strives to embrace 

the principle of faith working 

through love in the promotion 

of justice, equality, and the 

advancement of human rights 

and human dignity for all.

Refl ecting on a Year of Memorable Events
My dear sisters in Christ,

 You will receive this letter just as we have celebrated the Holy Season of 
Easter. Many areas in the United States have suffered some great winter storms 
but some areas are seeing spring come very early with the tulips and the irises 
already blooming.
 Spring. This is a time to regroup, replant and start seeing the new won-
ders of God. Sometimes, no matter how often we see them, they never fail to 
amaze us. Such is the case for the annual March for Life in Washington, D.C. 
The Vigil Mass was as inspiring this year as in the years past. The number of 
young people that take part in this is just unbelievable, and it is easy to get 
wrapped up in their enthusiasm.  They truly make you appreciate the reason 
you are there. It was reported that there were more than 400,000 people at 
the March for Life, but I do not know how they can even estimate the amount of people in attendance. What I 
do know is that it is nearly impossible to find anyone there. New York State Chaplain Rev. Scott Seymour tried 
to find the youth group from his area, and they finally told him where they were which was right across from 
where we were, but there were thousands of people between us. Rev. David Berger, a young priest from my area, 
told me that he was going to be there with a group from our Catholic high school. While walking with our CDA 
pennant after doing an EWTN interview, I heard someone asking for Libby Ramirez. Turning to see who was 
asking for me, I discovered it was Father David, Gail Janecka, and the group of young people from St. Joseph 
High School. I was so proud to know there were some young people from my hometown there to celebrate life. 
I came back home in time to attend the March for Life in Victoria, Texas. I had the joy of attending the March 
with my six-year-old grandson. What a joy is God’s gift to us. 
 By the time you receive this letter, your court should have elected the nominating committee. This is a 
committee to secure the slate of officers for your court. Please do not take this position lightly as you have an 
awesome responsibility. If the committee calls you to serve as an officer, please pray on it before you turn it 
down. You may be the correct person for the job and you do not know it yet. Never say Never. Our courts need 
dedicated officers in order for them to prosper. Without you we cannot have the organization that we all love. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., once said, “Everybody can be great... because anybody can serve. You don’t have to have 
a college degree to serve. You don’t have to make your subject and verb agree to serve. You only need a heart full 
of grace. A soul generated by love.” 
 The national convention is right around the corner. Your delegates and alternates have already been elected 

National	Regent	Libby	Ramirez

continued on page 8
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National Chaplain’s Message

Being Open to Changes in Worship

Dear Catholic Daughters, 

 Our Diocese like many others is currently scheduling workshops to prepare for 
the new English translation of the Roman Missal, which we will all be experiencing 
probably sometime next year. The translation will take a little getting used to, and it 
may not totally please everyone. It will adhere more faithfully and accurately to the 
original Latin text, without omissions, additions, and paraphrases. It will follow to 
some extent the style of the original Latin and occasionally will sound a bit stilted. 
We will be hearing English that is more formal and less “everyday,” different from 
what we have been used to.
 Translating a text from one language and culture to another is a complex art and 
science. The translators of the Missal have taken into account the history of the an-
cient text (a history of which we are often largely unaware), and in some instances they have made clearer the many biblical 
allusions in the text of the Roman Missal. To say it again, not everyone, at least at first, will welcome this new translation; 
but many will do so, even while taking issue with one or another word or phrase.
   Among the numerous changes, small and large, in the new text, I’d like to mention three in particular. The first is the 
response of the assembly to the priest’s greeting, “The Lord be with you.” Instead of answering “and also with you,” the 
people will say, “and with your spirit.” This is, of course, the literal translation of the Latin et cum spiritu tuo, the original 
and ancient phrase of the liturgy. This response, by the way, has already been retained in all the major vernacular transla-
tions except the English. Our English greeting, “and also with you,” does not do full justice to the original, even though 
the precise meaning of “your spirit” may not be totally clear.
   The celebrant’s “The Lord be with you” and the response of the assembly is more than just a personal and polite ex-
change of greetings. The celebrant is praying that the Lord be truly present within the gathered assembly. The assembly 
is acknowledging that the celebrant is not merely representing himself during the sacred liturgy, but that he genuinely 
represents Christ who is most truly present and in whose name the priest pronounces the sacred words and performs the 
sacred actions of the Mass. The response, “and with your spirit,” is addressed only to an ordained minister. Thus the word 
spirit in this context is connected with the conferral of Holy Orders and may possibly refer to the gift of the Spirit received 
at ordination.
   The second change I would mention is found in the so-called Nicene Creed, professed by people and priest after the 
Gospel in many Masses. Currently we pray, “We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ [….], one in being with the Father.” The 
revised translation is “consubstantial with the Father,” a transliteration of the Latin consubstantialem, which means having 
the same substance as the Father. While one may argue that “one in being” and “having the same substance” are equivalent, 
the Holy See considers it preferable, and probably more accurate, to use the Latin term.
   Third and last, there is a change in the formula for the consecration of the wine. Presently the priest proclaims, “this is 
the cup of my blood [….]. It will be shed for you and for all so that sins may be forgiven.” The new translation will retain 
the original Latin, “for many” [pro multis]. Theologically it is correct to say that Christ died for all, but it is the phrase “for 
many” which is found in the Gospels according to Matthew and Mark. And so the new wording conforms to the biblical 
text.
   There is much more to be said, of course, about the revised English translation, and perhaps not everyone will find the 
topic as interesting as I. But the new wording will be at the center of our prayer and worship for years to come, and I believe 
that we do best to try to welcome and appreciate it, aware of the fact, as the saying goes, that every translation limps.
   God’s blessings on you all.

	 Most	Rev.	David	E.	Fellhauer
	 Bishop	of	Victoria,	Texas
	 National	Chaplain,	CDA

Most	Rev.	David	E.	Fellhauer
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The sacred apparitions of Our Lady of Lourdes to 
Bernadette Soubirous have inspired Christians all 
over the world to make pilgrimages to the shrines 
of the Holy Mother.  There, many are blessed with 
miraculous healings, while all hearts are fi lled with 
eternal love and compassion.   

Now, honor the miraculous appearances of the 
Holy Mother and share in her heavenly blessings 
with “Our Lady of Lourdes,” a beautiful fi gurine 
inspired by the Virgin Mary’s presence on earth 

and the 150th anniversary of Bernadette’s visions.
“Our Lady of Lourdes” is exquisitely crafted and will stir your soul 

with her peaceful expression, fl owing robes, and miniature golden 
rosary.  This limited-edition fi gurine is hand-numbered and includes a 
Certifi cate of Authenticity.  Strong demand is expected, so reply today!

“I am the Immaculate Conception”
09-01931-001-BD2

YES!  Please accept my order for “Our Lady of 
Lourdes” for the issue price of $19.99*.  I need 

send no money now.  I will be billed with shipment

Name_________________________________________

Address_______________________________________

City________________________State_____Zip______

Signature______________________________________

*Add $7.99 for shipping and service.  Deliveries to FL and IL will be billed appropriate sales tax. All orders are 

subject to product availability and credit approval.  Edition limited to 95 casting days.  Allow 6 to 8 weeks for shipment.

(Please print clearly.)

Please Respond Promptly

09-01931-001-E50381

9204 Center For The Arts Drive, Niles, Illinois  60714-1300

MAIL TO:

Beautifully hand-painted with 
shimmering pearlescent 

and glittery accents

Shown

smaller than

approximate size 
of 7½" high

Limited-edition fi gurine
features a miniature 

golden rosary

An exclusive Hamilton

Collection premiere 

Features a delicate

golden rosary!

©2010 HC.  All Rights Reserved.

Celebrating the 150th Anniversary 

of the Visions of Our Lady of Lourdes
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From The Editor’s Desk

Seeking a Servant Heart

A lthough He was a patient teacher, it must have been hard sometimes for Jesus to 
communicate His message of loving and selfless service to His disciples. Will-

ing and devoted to Him as they were, so often they seemed to miss the point of His 
teachings. Exactly that happened when Jesus tried to explain to them what it means 
to have a loving servant heart for God. 
 To be a servant means to be in service to someone and carry out that person’s 
wishes. To be a servant of God means to be in service to Him without desire for person-
al gain or glory. But, as we see in Mark 10:35-45, even those closest to Jesus were not 
exempt from ambition or seeking personal recognition. In this passage, the disciples 
James and John come to Jesus seeking a big favor. They want to sit, one at Jesus’ left 
hand and one at His right hand, when He has ascended to heaven in glory. It’s a natural 
human reaction: seeking a reward for serving others as followers of Jesus – wanting 
the big payoff of recognition for servanthood. In our own day this ambition might be 
expressed as wanting tangible rewards for working hard for others, such as a job bonus or promotion or a prize.   
 We cannot know what Jesus felt at James’ and John’s request. Sadness? Frustration? Resignation? What we do know is 
that He saw a teachable moment, telling them not only that their request was not for Him to grant, but also that “whoever 
would be first among you must be slave of all.” The word “slave” is an even more direct word for self-giving than “servant.” 
Then Jesus put servanthood in personal terms, telling His disciples, “For the Son of man also came not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Laying down one’s life for others is the ultimate price of servanthood.
 Disasters have a way of bringing out the servant heart in all of us. Along with devastation and pain, the recent earth-
quake in Haiti brought inspiring stories of selfless, courageous service to help the poor and suffering. But today, the thought 
of being a servant is not celebrated in our secular society. The image of a servant may bring to mind Cinderella bullied by her 
wicked stepmother, having to do all the dirty chores – such as sweeping out the fireplace – her stepsisters disdained to do. Ours 
is primarily a loud, me-first culture that stresses getting ahead in careers and striving for public recognition. That is not what 
Jesus was about. Living in a culture which shuns humility, we can be forgiven if sometimes we, like James and John, forget that 
we are to have servant hearts irrespective of any reward such servanthood brings. 
 But Jesus well knew that servanthood brings its own internal psychic and spiritual rewards – rooted in love – that have 
nothing to do with worldly honors. Who cannot feel joy at seeing a needy family standing in the living room of a Habitat for 
Humanity house built in part by one’s own hard volunteer labor? Who cannot feel gladness when ladling out a bowl of soup 
for someone who otherwise would go hungry that day? Who cannot feel deep happiness when watching an impoverished 
young mother cradling her newborn in a donated baby blanket knitted of the softest pastel yarn by one’s own hands? Who 
cannot be moved at seeing an elderly woman in a nursing home open a gift of scented hand lotion one has carefully selected to 
tell her she is not forgotten? The looks on the faces of the recipients of these acts of kindness are priceless. They have nothing 
to do with money or outward acclaim. We don’t need to be told, “You did a wonderful job for God.” By looking at the faces 
of those we serve, we know what it means to have a servant heart.
 Had Jesus sought earthly reward, He could have had it; but He would have had to follow an entirely different path 
– the path of a secular leader seeking worldly power. He expressly rejected that path, chose servanthood and led by example. 
He tried hard to tell and show His disciples that he was not about worldly power and that His loving servant heart would lead 
to His death. In Mark 10:32-34, immediately preceding James’ and John’s ambitious request, Jesus tells the 12 that He will be 
going to Jerusalem to die: “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man will be delivered to the chief priest and 
the scribes, and they will condemn him to death, and deliver him to the Gentiles; and they will mock him, and spit upon him, 
and kill him; and after three days he will rise.”  
 Few of us today are called to die an excruciating death for possessing a loving servant heart. But we may be called upon 
to take risks, such as when we go into an edgy neighborhood to reach out to the homeless and the hungry. Being God’s servant 
may sometimes be challenging, uncomfortable or even terrifying. But what we learn is what Jesus wanted His disciples to learn 
about selflessness: a servant heart is its own reward.
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Floating for Our Troops

 Members of Court St. John 
#2526 in Fresno, California, rode on 
their fl oat as part of the November 
11, 2009 Veterans Day Parade. In 
addition to supporting the troops, 
Court St. John, which was formed 
fi ve years ago, raises money for local 
pro-life organizations, collects toys 
for needy children, assists at the local 
Pregnancy Care Center and holds re-
ceptions for clergy, new seminarians 
and ordinations. 

Front	row	(standing	in	front	of	the	fl	oat)	left	to	right,	are	Monica	Hererra,	Yolanda	Luevano,	Recording	
Secretary	Mary	Vega	Harguindeguy,	Bonnie	Guzman	and	Financial	Secretary	Judy	Ruiz.	On	the	fl	oat,	left	to	
right,	are	Kelly	Ortiz,	Toni	Cobarrubias	(facing	away),	Mary	Leon,	Alicia	Cerda	and	Regent	Maria	Lara.

Maryland Court Sews 
for Ailing Children
 Twenty-four members and two guests 
of Court St. Louis #2579 in Clarksville, 
Maryland, gathered at various times over an 
eight-hour period to sew pillowcases for chil-
dren awaiting hospital treatment at the Ron-
ald McDonald House in Baltimore and for 
traumatized children at Catholic Charities of 
Baltimore’s St. Vincent’s Center. Under the ex-
pert supervision of court member Sandy Ken-
dall, who is a member of the American Sew-
ing Guild, and her daughter Emily, the court 
created more than 100 unique, beautiful and 
professional-looking pillowcases using various 
coordinating fun fabrics to help brighten the 
lives of sick and frightened children.
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CDAinActionwww.catholicdaughters.org

and your court is all ready to attend. National Director Helene Shepard and the New York State offi cers and the scores of 
people working on the convention are getting ready to welcome all of you to Buffalo. The national offi cers and directors 
are preparing to present an informative and educational event. We welcome all of you and look forward to seeing you 
there.

National Regent’s Message
continued from page 1

Seated,	left	to	right,	Caryl	Gazmen,	Joan	Abernethy,	Phyllis	Hipp,	Connie	Shemansky	(guest),	Joan	
Farabaugh	and	Theresa	Enright.	Standing,	left	to	right,	Emily	Kendall	(guest),	Anna	Whiteman,	
Dorothy	Bokulic,	Sandy	Kendall,	Barbara	Beach,	Terry	Materazzi,	Beth	Felsecker,	Linda	McCabe,	
Mary	Alice	Mauser,	Mary	Shenk,	Carol	Dunn	and	Harriett	Teixeira.	Not	present	were	sewers	Carolyn	
Sladic,	Geri	Madden,	Sally	Regnier,	Helen	Martin,	Pat	Hopkin,	Mary	Lea	Bain	and	Debbie	Mangus.
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New Mexico Court Celebrates Blessing of the Waters 

Members	of	Court	Empress	of	the	Americas	#1796	in	East	Las	Vegas,	New	Mexico,	joined	with	
members	of	the	Knights	of	Columbus	and	clergy	in	the	traditional	“Bendiciones	de	Las	Aguas”	
(Blessing	of	the	Waters)	at	the	historical	Mexican	Aceqia	Madre	on	the	Gallinas	Creek	in	Las	Vegas.	
In	the	photo	are,	left	to	right,	Knights	of	Columbus,	CDA	members	Inez	Gallegos-Lujan,	Annie	Lo-
pez,	Irene	Geoffrion,	Stella	Flores,	Rose	Atencio,	Modesta	Estrada,	Vice	Regent	Rita	Garcia	(holding	
banner),	and	Deacons	Ernest	Chavez	and	Reyes	Sanchez.

Angels Trumpet CDA Programs

 Court Mother Cabrini #1766 in Sidney, Montana, presented a heavenly skit entitled 
“God’s Active Angels” in which each “angel” described a different CDA program including 
Leadership, Quality of Life, Legislation, Spiritual Enhancement, Education, Youth and 
JCDA, National Projects, National Charities and Membership. The program was narrated 
by Regent Mary Thorsen.

Left	to	right,	in	their	heavenly	garb	are	Phyllis	Swenson,	Diana	O’Connor,	Betty	Risinger	(hidden),	
Virginia	Riedmann,	Ruth	Burns,	Yvonne	Volkman	(hidden),	National	Director	Janet	Martineau	and	
Deb	Wersland.

Catholic	Daughters	Making	a	Difference.

Special Guest Celebrates 
Eucharist with
Washington Court
 Members of Court Caruana #906 in 
Yakima, Washington, were present for a 
special Mass celebrated by the former bish-
op of the Diocese of Yakima, Francis Car-
dinal George, who is currently president of 
the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops and archbishop of Chicago.
 The Cardinal visits Yakima every three 
years to present the Francis Eugene Cardi-
nal George Medallion Lifetime of Service 
Awards. These awards encourage public 
recognition of members of the Catholic 
community of central Washington whose 
lives and accomplishments reflect the hall-
marks of service: time, talent and treasure. 
Those present included Rose Marie Ulmer, 
Washington state secretary, and Charlene 
Dronen, Washington first vice state re-
gent. Others included Court Caruana 
officers Sandy Metz, recording secretary, 
Donna Boyle, financial secretary, Kathy 
Pitzer, treasurer, Court Caruana daughters, 
Knights of Columbus and members of the 
local clergy.

Dressed	in	white,	members	of	Court	Caruana	
process	into	church	led	by	court	members	
Beatrice	Irigoin	(front,	left),	Margaret	Schmitt	
(front	right)	and	Stella	Vay	Gilligan	(second	
row,	left).



New Junior Court
Instituted in Texas

Court St. Genevieve #917 in Falls City, 
Texas, instituted a new Junior Catho-

lic Daughters Court on November 8, 2009.  
The new Junior Court was instituted during 
Mass at Holy Trinity Catholic Church con-
celebrated by Retired Bishop John W. Yanta 
and Rev. Mariusz Lazerek
 The Junior candidates were led into the 
church by Fourth Degree Knights of Co-
lumbus, Father Davit Assembly #1088 of 
Falls City, Texas. Texas State JCDA Chair-
man Terri Beltran and Texas State JCDA of-
ficers installed the new members. Also pres-
ent were National Regent Libby Ramirez 
and Texas State Regent Sheila Martinka.
 Charter members of the new JCDA 
court are Alyssa Bordovsky, president; Tara 
Nordstrom, first vice president; Kali Drag-
on, second vice president; Kayla Purcell, 
secretary; Taylor Dziuk, reporter; also Jordan 
Dziuk, Madison Dziuk, Sydney Janysek, 
Abby Lubbock, Anica Lyssy, Brandi Lyssy, 
Zoie Lyssy, Annalynn Moczygemba, Re-
bekah Pawelek, Allyssa Villarreal and Ash-
lynn Villarreal.

Colorado Forms State’s
First Junior Court

Court Sacred Heart #1606 in Cortez, 
Colorado, installed 16 new mem-

bers into Colorado’s first Junior Catho-
lic Daughters Court. The new junior 
officers are Katy O’Camb, president, 
Cheyenne McCoy, vice president, Mary 
Nelligan, treasurer, and Anna Guilliams, 
secretary. Members include Zepphra 
Gallegos, Kayla Garcher, Krista Garch-
er, Emily Harris, Gabriella Hernandez, 
Mary Hughes, Lynda LaPaz, Mae LaPaz, 
Selina LaPaz, Jordan Valdez, Kaylynn 
Vanek and Larabeth Vanek.
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The	charter	members	of	newly-instituted	Junior	Court	St.	Genevieve	#917	stand	in	the	
sanctuary	of	Holy	Trinity	Catholic	Church	holding	the	roses	they	received	during	the	
installation	ceremony.	They	are	surrounded	by	clergy,	national	and	state	officers	and	
court	members.

Members	of	newly-instituted	Junior	Court	Sacred	Heart#1606	are	surrounded	by	senior	court	
members	and	(top	row,	third	from	the	left)	Court	Chaplain	Rev.	Joseph	“Larry”	Gallegos.
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New York Welcomes New Junior Court

Last year 25 young Catholic women were installed as charter members into a 
newly-instituted JCDA Court under the guidance of Court Ave Maria #832 

in Kings Park, New York. State officers attending included First Vice State Regent 
Patricia Gavin, Second Vice State Regent Mary Ziesig, Immediate Past New York 
State Regent and current National Administrative Assistant Mary Impellizeri and 
New York State Youth Chairman Debbie Stellakis.
 Also attending were Court Ave Maria officers and members and visitors from 
many sister courts. In presiding over the installation service, Pastor of St. Joseph 
Church and Court Chaplain Rev. Sean Gann spoke about “the new page in the 
history of our parish” as he welcomed the new juniors.

Following	the	ceremony,	charter	members	of	the	newly-formed	JCDA	Court	pose	for	photos	with	
senior	court	officers	and	members,	and	with	Court	Chaplain	Rev.	Sean	Gann.

FocusOnYouth

In Memoriam:
Advocate of Catholic 
Daughter Youth

Long-time supporter of the 
Junior Catholic Daughters 
and youth in Massachusetts, 
Rev. Francis L. Gallagher, 
died on January 28 at the age 
of 87. During his 60 years of 
service to the Church Father 
Gallagher was state chaplain 
to the Massachusetts Catho-
lic Daughters from 1978-
2002 and the Junior Catholic 
Daughters from 1972-2002. 
He will be remembered for 
the many Catholic Daughter 
lives he touched.

Massachusetts
Welcomes State’s
First Campus Court

The first Campus Court in Massa-
chusetts was instituted at Stone-

hill College in Stonehill. Charter 
members of Court Stonehill College 
#2623 were installed by First Vice 
National Regent and Campus Court 
Chairman Anne Nelson and National 
Director and State Supervisor Helene 
Shepard. Mass was concelebrated in 
the Chapel of Mary by Holy Cross Fa-
thers Rev. Gribble and Rev. Polselli. A 
collation hosted by the Massachusetts 
State Court followed. Members of the 
Massachusetts state board, court re-
gents, court members and friends at-
tended the special gathering.

Left	to	right	are,	Vally	Henriquez,	financial	secretary,	Anne	Kostic,	vice	regent,	Deirdre	Kleist	,	
regent,	Nicole	Sjoblom,	secretary,	and	Marisa	Martino,	treasurer.
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Participants	Growing	in	Number

Marching	for
Life	2010
By	Tom	Panas
National	Public	Relations	Director

Catholic Daughters from across the 

country converged on the nation’s 

capital for the 37th annual March for 

Life, which took place on January 22, 2010.
 
 They came by plane, bus, car and train to participate in 
what has become a very important event to the organization. 
Catholic Daughters attended the first march 37 years ago follow-
ing the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision legalizing abortion.
 This year’s march was one of the largest. First Vice Na-
tional Regent Anne Nelson, who has marched many times, 
said, “I’m not very good at judging numbers but last year the 
Washington, D.C., Catholic newspaper estimated attendance 
at 300,000. This year’s crowd seemed much more than I re-
member from 2009.” (Some estimates place the number at up 
to 400,000 in 2010.)

 Anne’s perception was reinforced by the March for Life 
website (www.marchforlife.org) which posted the following: “The 
number of marchers who made the journey to our nation’s capital 
to ‘Stand Up Now and Unite for the Life Principles’ far exceeded 
the record number of participants that attended last year. Thank 
you for making the 37th annual March for Life the biggest and 
most enthusiastic ever!”
 National Director Letty Calvetti also noticed that “the 
numbers seem to be growing each year, as was especially evi-
dent by the capacity and overflow crowd at the Masses on the 
eve of the March.” This was Letty’s fourth march, and like so 
many others she was also heartened by the presence of young 
people. “The number of youth that join each march and the 
seriousness of purpose that emanates from them is good to be-
hold,” she said.
 For National Director Helene Shepard this year’s march 
was big in two ways: on the streets of Washington and at the Vigil 
Mass held annually on the evening before the march at the Ba-
silica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. “The 
number of people far surpassed any of the other marches I have 
attended,” Helene said. “In addition, the tremendous number of 
clergy and seminarians [at the Vigil Mass] was most impressive. 
The procession and the recession took more than 35 minutes. It 
was an exhilarating experience. I returned home rededicating my-
self to the sanctity of life.”
 The turnout was big for Catholic Daughters as well. Na-
tional officers included National Regent Libby Ramirez, National 
Regent-Elect Joanne Tomassi, First Vice National Regent Anne 
B. Nelson, Second Vice National Regent Shirley Seyfried and 
National Secretary-Treasurer Theresa Kocer. National Executive 
Director Peggy O’Brien, normally present and handling all the 
arrangements, was homebound with an injured leg suffered in a 
fall coming out of church. Despite her injury, Peggy took care of 
details by telephone. 

Above:	Daughters	marching	in	the	direction	of
the	United	States	Supreme	Court	building.
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 Other leaders present included Past National Regent M. 
Joan McKenna, National Legislative Chairman Margaret Sitte, 
and National Nominating Committee Chairman Theresa Duran. 
Also at the march was National Administrative Assistant Mary 
Impellizeri, who made the trip by bus from New York with fellow 
Catholic Daughters, parishioners and other New Yorkers. A group 
of “Juniors” from Court St. Joan of Arc in Framingham, Massa-
chusetts, accompanied by their Catholic Daughter advisors, also 
travelled by bus.
 Some National Board members arrived early for business 
meetings, including the National Legislative Committee Meeting 
which is held annually in conjunction with the march. At this 

meeting, Mike Taylor, executive director of the National Com-
mittee for a Human Life Amendment, part of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, briefed the CDA officers on sev-
eral issues of concern to the bishops.
 It was the first National Legislative Committee meeting 
for Margaret Sitte in her capacity as national legislative chairman. 
“We discussed a wide range of national issues,” Margaret said, 
“including health care reform, conscience protection, living wills, 
human trafficking and marriage law.” Other meetings were held 
by the National Board at intervals during their stay in Washington 
and on the day before the march board members attended a Lead-
ership Mass as well as the Vigil for Life Mass.

Above	left:	EWTN	interviews	National	Regent	Libby	Ramirez,	
right,	during	the	March.

Above	right:	National	Administrative	Assistant	Mary	Impellizeri,	left,	with	
Vera	Mendoza,	Court	Santa	Maria	#317,	Albuquerque,	New	Mexico.

At	left:
With	the	Capitol	in	
the	background,	an	
estimated	400,000	
marchers	presented	
a	solid	front	as	they	
congregated	in
Washington.
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 A televised interview with EWTN scheduled for noon 
on the day of the march was postponed due to factors beyond 
EWTN’s control. While “interviewees” Libby Ramirez, Joanne 
Tomassi and Margaret Sitte waited patiently in the cold and damp 
for their interview to begin they were grateful for the appearance 
of welcome support from three Virginians: Second Vice State Re-
gent and Regent of Court Kavanaugh #54 in Alexandria, Eliza-
beth Scheuren; Elizabeth’s husband Fritz; and Helen Lynch, Court 
Kavanaugh #54’s vice regent.
 Support was also offered by three New Yorkers: State Regent 
Penny Martin, State Chaplain Rev. Scott Seymour and Tina Big-
elow, recording secretary, Court St. Joan of Arc #867 in Willsboro. 
The three had driven together from New York and they, too, waited 
patiently in the cold for the EWTN interview to begin. This was 
Penny’s fourth march and she thought that “the march represents a 
big issue that is dear to most of our hearts. As a Catholic Daughter 
it is important that we keep the whole picture in focus.”
 Additional thanks are in order to Penny, Tina and Father Sey-
mour, who went to the cathedral many hours before the Vigil Mass in 
order to reserve wonderful space in pews very close to the sanctuary 
for the National Board.
 This year’s march was also big in a way that is big in the 
hearts of Catholic Daughters: a big youth presence. The youth 
factor had a personal aspect for Mary Impellizeri. Mary, a veteran 
of 20 marches, said, “This year the march had special meaning for 

me since my niece and nephews attended. There seem to be more 
and more young people in attendance every year.”
 Anne Nelson enjoyed fruitful conversations with members 
of the younger generation while she marched. “This year I had a 
better opportunity to speak to some of the walkers,” Anne said. 
“Most of them were college age. As we walked we talked. They 
expressed a firm faith commitment. One young woman told me 
of her abortion and the pain it has caused her. She continues to 
struggle with her decision. But she is sustained by faith in God’s 
love for her.” 
 Margaret Sitte was inspired to observe young people’s will-
ingness to put their knowledge into action, noting that “so many 
young people are well informed and eager to work for life issues.”
 Libby Ramirez, who has been an especially enthusias-
tic advocate of the young through her lifelong support of the 
Junior Catholic Daughters, was proud to walk with her own 
“youth,” grandson Raymond, at another March for Life in her 
home state of Texas (see photograph of Raymond with a Cath-
olic Daughter sign). 
 Libby summed up the experience in Washington, D.C., by 
concluding that “It was wonderful to march once again. We were 
able to walk and speak as Catholic Daughters on behalf of those 
unable to do so. We hope that our efforts today will someday lead 
to a world in which the right to life will be a certainty and we 
won’t have to march for it.”

Clockwise	from	top	left:	Pennsylvania	group	with	CDA	banner;	Libby	with	National	Regent-elect	Joanne	Tomassi;	marchers	standing	in	the	pews	in	their	purple	
jackets	waiting	for	the	Vigil	Mass	to	begin	at	the	Basilica	of	the	National	Shrine	of	the	Immaculate	Conception;	Raymond	McCormick,	the	grandson	of	National	
Regent	Libby	Ramirez,	is	beside	a	Catholic	Daughter	sign	in	St.	Mary’s	Church	in	Victoria,	Texas,	during	a	March	for	Life	that	he	attended	there	with	his	“grandma.”



PETITION Your U.S. Senators
They Need to Hear from YOU!

Illegal hardcore adult pornography (“obscenity”) is pouring unhindered into our communities through 
the Internet, pay-TV channels and DVD rentals/sales. This fl oodtide of obscene materials is harming our
nation, communities, families, and individuals of all ages. SOMETHING MUST BE DONE ABOUT IT!
First, fi ll in the names of your two U.S. Senators (If you don’t know their names, go to www.senate.gov or 
call 202-224-3121). Second, make copies of the PETITION and ask others to sign. Third, send completed 
originals to one Senator and copies to the other Senator at this address (same for both):

The Honorable ____________________________ , U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510.

Morality
in Media
475 Riverside Drive, 
Ste. 1264
New York, NY 10115
(212) 870-3222

www.moralityinmedia.org

Fight
Pornography
All-Year Long!

 Date _______________

Dear Senators ______________________________ and ______________________________ :

The U.S. Justice Department and FBI are to be commended for their efforts to curb online 
sexual exploitation of children. For the most part, however, these same federal agencies 
have turned a blind eye towards the online explosion of illegal hardcore adult pornography 
(obscenity); and as a result, a fl oodtide of this harmful material is pouring into countless 
homes, where even small children can easily be exposed to it and older children can easily 
fi nd it. Obscene materials are also pouring into our communities through DVD rentals/sales 
and pay-TV channels. This must stop!

Exposure to obscene materials is harming children morally, psychologically and spiritually;
and addiction to this material is contributing to the breakup of marriages; to rape, sexual 
exploitation of children, sexual trafficking in women and children, and on-the-job sexual 
harassment; and to a decline in worker productivity. The fl oodtide of obscenity also tarnishes 
our national image in the war against terrorism. 

The Supreme Court has held repeatedly that the First Amendment does not protect obscene 
materials, and in 1996 Congress amended two federal obscenity laws (18 USC 1462 & 
1465) to clarify that use of the Internet to distribute obscene matter is prohibited. In 2003, 
the Senate also passed Concurrent Resolution 77 expressing the sense of Congress that 
“the Federal obscenity laws should be vigorously enforced throughout the United States.”

The Attorney General, FBI Director and U.S. Attorneys were all confi rmed by the Senate. Please 
ensure that these individuals take obscenity crimes seriously and enforce obscenity laws! 

Name _______________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________

Name _______________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________

Name _______________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________

Name _______________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________

Name _______________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________

Pornography
Kills Love!
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Adam’s	Mark	is	headquarters	hotel

New	York	State
Catholic	Daughters
Hosts	the	53rd	Biennial
National	Convention
By	Helene	Shepard
Convention	Chair,	National	Director

Many of the greatest songs ever 

written describe the various 

spectacular aspects of the 

Empire State, New York. “New York’s My 

Home Sweet Home” sang Sammy Davis 

Jr. , and we the Catholic Daughters of 

New York feel the same way.

 Along with Frank Sinatra and Ella Fitzgerald and songs like 
“Autumn in New York” and “New York, New York,” the state has 
been described as a place of dreams, wonder and beauty. That’s 
why we are excited and enthused to welcome you on July 14 – 18, 
2010 to the 53rd Biennial National Convention at the Adam’s 
Mark Hotel in Buffalo, New York. Your days will be spent in a 
beautiful environment and will be fi lled with fascinating meetings, 
opportunities for spiritual enhancement, exciting tours, fabulous 
food, friends and fun. 
      The Adam’s Mark Hotel, located just 15 minutes from the 
Buffalo-Niagara International Airport, provides luxurious accom-
modations, enhanced amenities, stylish restaurants and lounges, a 

unique gift shop and extensive meeting facilities – all wrapped in 
the elegance of the rich woodwork, mirrored columns and chan-
deliers that impart a feeling of importance to our stay.
      The past national directors will have a gathering on Tues-
day evening July 13th prior to the opening of the convention, 
providing them with an opportunity to reconnect and socialize 
with each other.
 The theme of the convention is: “For in Him, we live 
and move and have our being” – Acts 17:28.  The convention is 
scheduled to open on Wednesday morning with several important 
hands-on and motivating workshops dealing with the following 
topics:
 • Spirituality
 • Procedures/state
 • Leadership
 • Legislation
 • Procedures/local
 • Membership/CDA/Youth
 • Project Handclasp

 The formal opening will take place with a ceremony begin-
ning with the Living Rosary and crowning of Our Blessed Mother 
by Libby Ramirez, national regent, at 1:00 PM in the Grand Hall. 
The Blessed Mother will then be carried in procession by Libby 
and her offi cers to the Grand Ballroom where the fi rst of several 
business sessions will begin.
 Wednesday evening the delegates will have the opportu-
nity to meet the candidates running for offi ce or for the National 
Nominating Committee for 2012, at the informal Candidates’ 
Night. Business sessions will continue Thursday and the evening 
is free so that states may get together with their delegates for some 
sharing and socializing.
 National Regent Libby Ramirez, with the National Board, 
will host the State Regents’ Luncheon on Friday, July 16th, the 
Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. The theme, in keeping with 
the goals of the Circle of Love in the Quality of Life program, 
which is to improve life for all, is “Go Green with CDA.”
 Then, “Start Spreading the News” about the New York State 
Fun Night Dinner with the theme, naturally, “New York, New York!” 
This will be held in the Grand Pavilion and Hall. “Come and Give 
Your Regards to Broadway,” by representing your favorite Broadway 
Show, Cats, Nunsense, Mamma Mia, South Pacifi c, Sound of Music, 
Chorus Line, Wicked…. the list is as vast as your imagination. You will
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not “Take the A Train” but you will take a ride on 
the CDA Happiness Express through New York to 
Broadway, stopping along the way to savor Buffalo 
Wings and Beef on Wick, a unique local delicacy 
only found in the Buffalo area, all topped off with 
New York style cheesecake.
 On Saturday, July 17th at 4:00 PM, the In-
stallation Mass will take place in the oldest church 
in Buffalo, the Church of St. Louis. The celebrant 
will be Auxiliary Bishop Edward Michael Grosz of 
Buffalo. The homilist will be Most Rev. David Fell-
hauer, national chaplain. Rev. Edward Lamp, state 
chaplain of Florida, will install the newly elected 
national offi cers and directors. This will be fol-
lowed by the Appreciation Banquet at 7:30 in the 
Grand Ballroom.
 Tours have been planned for the Pre-Con-
vention days from Sunday, July 11th through Tues-
day, July 13th and they include the following:

 • Canadian Niagara Falls – (Passports required) 
 • All American Niagara Falls
 • Buffalo Architectural Tour
 • Niagara Wine Trail
 •  Grand Lady Boat Cruise including Grand Is-

land, Niagara River and Shrine
 • Seneca Niagara Casino Hotel

 If after having all this fun you are worn out, 
sign up for the Post Convention Carnival Cruise 
to Key West and the Bahamas and have a little fun 
in the sun.

The	world	famous	Maid	of	the	Mist	boat	ride.
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 I am blessed to have been given the assignment as the Na-
tional Youth/JCDA Chairman. As a former member of the Junio-
rette and JCDA court in my hometown, my heart is with these 
young ladies. I know they will be the future of our organization. 
Without our continued support, guidance, and understanding, 
our organization will lose the most important asset we have: our 
youth. I encourage you all to continue your support of the youth 
and JCDA programs in your court and communities. They are 
counting on us.
 I am also honored to have been given the assignment as 
the National Projects Chairman. Your generosity to these National 
Projects and our National Charities has shown me that our motto 
of Unity and Charity is truly within each of our hearts. It has been 
my pleasure to represent the national board as the national repre-
sentative for three amazing states. I have the pleasure of supervis-
ing Ohio, North Dakota and South Dakota.

Ohio
 Ohio is one of the nation’s industrial leaders, ranking 
third in manufacturing nationwide. Ohio companies are known 
for their manufacturing of rubber, roller bearings, jet engines, 
auto parts, refrigeration and steel to name a few. Visit Ohio 
any time and enjoy the attractions of the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame, International Peace Memorial, the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame and the Indian burial grounds at Mound City Group 
National Monument. The state’s fertile soil produces soybeans, 
corn, oats, wheat and fruit including apples, peaches, strawber-
ries and grapes. No wonder our Ohio Catholic Daughters have 
been getting a reputation for their “canned” peaches following 
the State Convention in May.
 State Regent E. Louise Holliday, along with the state chap-
lain, the state board, 13 local courts and 668 active members, have 

made a difference in the state of Ohio. The Ohio members have 
embraced the motto of “Unity and Charity” for the past 86 years. 
Their dedication to their churches and priests is shown through 
their works, prayers and donations. 
 Ohio members have embraced the Circle of Love programs 
in their everyday lives. The Youth/JCDA program is an important 
part of their state in which members encourage the senior court to 
take responsibility for the youth in their area. They are following 
the vision of our Quality of Life program by encouraging their 
members to practice a healthier lifestyle and protect our planet.
 I am proud of their accomplishments, in how they work 
together, and grow in their works in their Church, communities 
and homes. Ohio’s state motto, “with God all things are possible,” 
is a true refl ection of who the Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
are in the state of Ohio.

North Dakota
 North Dakota is the most rural of these three states, with 
farms covering more than 90 percent of the land. North Dakota 
ranks fi rst in the nation’s production of spring and durum wheat. 
Other agricultural products include barley, rye, sunfl owers, honey, 
oats, and sugar beets. North Dakota is known for its waterfowl, 
grouse, pheasant, deer hunting and bass, trout, and pike fi shing. 
The Garrison Dam on the Missouri River provides extensive ir-
rigation and produces 400,000 kilowatts of electricity for the 
Missouri Basin areas. Visit North Dakota any time and enjoy the 
attractions of the Fort Union Trading Post National Historic Site, 
the Knife River Indian Villages National Historic Site, the Bad-
lands, Fort Abraham Lincoln State Park, and Theodore Roosevelt 
National Park.
 State Regent Renae Sticka, along with the state chaplain, 
the state board, 22 local courts, and 2,035 active members, 

State volunteers make a difference

Putting	Youth	and	National
Projects	in	the	Spotlight
By	Theresa	Kocer
National	Secretary	Treasurer

I am so honored to be given the opportunity to serve as your national secretary-  

treasurer. As a young girl attending my Junior Catholic Daughter meetings, serving 

my parents a meal that we had made as part of our Marion Medal assignments, and 

playing Bingo with the residents at the Good Samaritan Center, I never dreamed that I 

would be given this wonderful opportunity.
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have made a difference in the state. North Dakota members have embraced the 
Circle of Love programs in their everyday lives. The legislative program is a very 
important part of their state. They are very proud to have National Legislative 
Chairman Margaret Sitte as a member of their state. She diligently keeps the state 
of North Dakota, along with the national offi ce, informed and ready to act on 
moral and social issues. 
 North Dakota also takes pride in their activities which defend the beauty of 
all human life. State Chaplain, Rev. Michael Schommer stated, “North Dakota is 
committed to bringing an awareness that all life is from God, sent at a time of His 
choosing, and all life returns to God, called home at a time of His choosing. The 
choice is not ours.”
 I am proud of their dedication to the Catholic Daughters, their Church and 
their communities. North Dakota’s state motto, “Liberty and Union, Now and Forever: 
One and Inseparable” is in line with our own motto of “Unity and Charity.”

South Dakota
 South Dakota is the second largest producer of flaxseed and sunflower 
seeds in the nation. Although agriculture is a cultural and economic mainstay, 
it no longer leads the state in employment. Manufacturing and private services 
have evolved as the drivers of the economy. Tourism is also a booming industry 
in the state.
 The Black Hills are the highest mountains east of the Rockies. Mt. Rushmore is 
famous for the likenesses of Presidents Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln and Theodore 
Roosevelt. Visit South Dakota anytime and enjoy the attractions of the Badlands, the 
World’s Only Corn Palace, Crazy Horse and the city of Deadwood, where Wild Bill 
Hickok was killed in 1876.
 State Regent Vickie Feist, along with the state chaplain, the state board, 39 
local courts, and 2,665 active members, have made a difference in the state of South 
Dakota. The South Dakota members have embraced the “Lifesavers For Abuse” state 
project by supporting local and state-wide abuse prevention programs for all types of 
abuse. This project has made each member more aware, more informed, and more 
giving in the face of this terrible sickness.
 South Dakota takes pride in its support of the Catholic Daughters programs 
and charities. Through the changing of the seasons, the South Dakota members are 
always there, strong and supportive of each other and the Catholic Daughters. I am 
proud of my home state for its dedication to the Catholic Daughters, its Church and 
their communities. South Dakota’s state motto, “Under God the People Rule,” is what 
our organization is all about. We follow the teachings of the Church and our organiza-
tion to make a difference in our Church and community.
 The Catholic Daughters organization is a wonder to me for all the members do 
and accomplish in their local courts and states. With the continued support of each 
other, our organization will grow and continue to do many wonderful deeds.

“To me, the Catholic Daughters
organization is a wonder for all that 
the members do and accomplish in
their local courts and states.”

—Theresa Kocer



20	 Share	Magazine		•		Spring	2010

 The women of the three Catholic Daughters of the Ameri-
cas Courts in Mexico face unique challenges, but, like their sisters 
in the United States they love God and are dedicated to serving 
His people. Here is a glimpse of this dedication.

Court Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe #2091

 Located across the border from Laredo, Texas, in Nuevo 
Laredo, the women of Court Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe #2091 
have been making a difference in their parishes and in their neigh-
borhoods for 35 years.  Since its institution in 1974, the court has 
undertaken a wide variety of projects. The members are commit-
ted to supporting the studies of the seminarians in their diocese, 
so currently many of the court’s fund-raising projects are dedi-
cated to the support of the Seminary of Nuevo Laredo. In order 
to support the seminary, they have used clothing sales and sponsor 
Bible classes for which they charge enrollment fees.
 In addition to their charitable works and in light of up-
coming court elections, the offi cers of the court are working on 
developing the leadership skills of members and on empowering 

them to undertake leadership roles in CDA as offi cers and chair-
men. Women in Mexico face many of the same challenges that 
women in the United States face – they have a great deal to do 
and not enough time to do it.  The court members are raising 
families, juggling jobs, and trying to fi nd time to participate in 
court activities. The offi cers are responding to these concerns 
by undertaking a study of the Leadership Section of the Circle 
of Love Program at the meetings, and having discussions about 
what it means to be a leader in CDA. They are brainstorming 
and sharing ideas about how they can best answer the call to 
service. They are also participating in parish ministry fairs, spon-
soring recruiting events, and inviting women in the area to learn 
more about CDA. 
 The current offi cers of the court are Ninfa Martinez, re-
gent; Alamar Pena De Garcia, vice regent; Rosalinda Canales, re-
cording secretary; Berthita Corres, fi nancial secretary; and Adelfa 
Quintanilla, treasurer.  They are blessed to be able to work closely 
with their chaplain, Rev. Rogelio, and his assistant, Rev. Eliseo. 
The court is excited about its 35th anniversary taking place in 
April 2010, and is planning a big celebration.

Children	receive	special	care

Women	Dedicated	to	Service:
The	Territorial	Courts	of	Mexico

By	Olga	Samaniego
National	Representative	for
the	Territorial	Courts	of	Mexico

H ow blessed we are to belong to a sisterhood such as ours. It is a sisterhood that 

transcends differences in culture, differences in language, and differences in tradi-

tions because it is a sisterhood rooted in one faith, one Church, and one motto—

Unity and Charity; Unidad y Caridad.

  a
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Court San Judas Tadeo #2459

 Instituted in October 1998, Court San Judas Tadeo #2459 
is also located in Nuevo Laredo. Gabriela de Leon de Chapa has 
been the court’s regent for the last four years, and she is extremely 
proud of what the members have learned about CDA, what they 
have accomplished, and their dedication to service. Their main 
fundraiser, which supports their varied projects, is a large Bingo 
game which offers various prizes donated by businesses and mem-
bers of the community.
 The main service project for the court and the project that 
has captured the hearts of the court’s members is the support of 
the needy children of “los kilometros.” Twice a year for the last 
few years, the members of the court travel to “los kilometros,” 
which are neighborhoods 10 to 12 miles outside of Nuevo Lar-
edo. They bring food, clothing, bedding, and gifts for about 500 
children who are living in extreme poverty. This is such a massive 
undertaking that the families of the Catholic Daughters become 
involved and also make the trip to help serve food and distribute 
clothing. At this year’s Posada, which is a traditional Mexican 
Christmas celebration, in addition to cooking and serving food 
and passing out gifts and clothing, the members and the children 
attended Mass together and enjoyed an afternoon filled with fun 
and fellowship.
 In addition to Regent Gabriela de Leon de Chapa, the of-
ficers of the court are Alicia Peña de Resendez, vice regent; Sandra 
Garcia de Gonzalez, recording secretary; Julia Amescua, financial 
secretary, and Adriana Monsivais, treasurer. They, too, are blessed 
in their chaplain, Rev. Alejando, the pastor of San Judas Tadeo 
Church. Although many of the members of the court are mem-
bers of other parishes, he is very supportive of the court’s work in 
his parish and grateful for all they do. 

 Court Isabel Camandari de Talamás #2135

 The third court in Mexico is located across the border from 
El Paso, Texas. Court Isabel Camandari de Talamás #2135 is a 
court with a rich history of service. Named for the mother of the 
late Bishop of Juarez, the court has, from its institution in 1976, 
been supporting the education of the children of Juarez. One of 
the court’s special interests has been a mission school also named 
for the Bishop’s mother, Escuela Isabel Camandari de Talamás. In 
the early 1980’s, the Texas State Board visited the mission school 
and board members were inspired, after seeing the harsh condi-
tions, dirt roads, and the lack of essential school supplies and oth-
er materials, to make the school a special project of the Texas State 
Court.  Because of the cooperation of the members of the Juarez 
court and the courts of Texas, the school is thriving and providing 
a quality education in a very poor colonia of Juarez.
 Sadly, the city of Juarez is a city under siege. Because of 
the unrest, it has been difficult for the court to meet and con-
duct normal activities, so the Juarez court is currently on reprieve. 
However, Acting Regent and charter member Vicenta Benavides is 
determined to make sure the court survives. Working closely with 
new member Gloria Paz Monárrez Reyes and the court’s chaplain, 
Rev. Francisco Javier Gomez, Vicenta is working to attract new 
members and is hoping and praying that the court will soon be 
revitalized and active.
 The political situation and life in Mexico are at best tumul-
tuous, but the women of the Mexican courts are women with faith 
in God, love for His people, and hope for the future. They have an 
unwavering belief in the power of women to bring about change 
when they work together under God’s direction and in response 
to His call. They are vibrant, joyful women, and because of them, 
CDA in Mexico is alive and well, and its future is bright.

Have You Moved? Is Your Mailing Label 
Incorrect? If so, please notify your court’s 
financial secretary and the CDA Nation-
al Headquarters. Send the mailing label 
showing your old address along with 
your new address to: Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas, 10 West 71st St., New 
York, N.Y. 10023

Name 
Address
City State          Zip 

Attach mailing label here.

DID YOU KNOW that the cost for every  
Share Magazine that

is returned to us due to an incorrect address is $.94 (.50 return postage due plus an
additonal .44 to find out what the correct address is)?  It is imperative that all changes of 
address are sent to us when they occur.  If you are a snowbird, perhaps you could ask 
your local post office to hold the Share magazine along with all your other periodical  
mail for your return.

This would save CDA more than $4,100.00 per year.
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 She was born September 14, 1926 in Paulina, Louisiana. 
She was a charter member of Court St. George #1960 in Ba-
ton Rouge, Louisiana, which celebrated its 44th anniversary in 
March of this year. 
 Eunice was national regent from 1998-2002, when the 
national regent tenure (now two years) was four years. She held 
numerous local, state and national 
offi ces in the Catholic Daughters 
and was very active in her church 
and community. She worked with 
the Battered Women’s Home, the 
Catholic Youth Organization and 
Habitat for Humanity.
 According to an obituary in 
the local Baton Rouge newspaper 
posted on the Louisiana State web-
site, Eunice “is survived by Ralph 
A. Riles, her husband of 64 years; 
daughter and son-in-law, Cheryl 
and Tommy Dispenza; and two 
most precious grandsons, Mat-
thew Steven and David Michael 
Dispenza. Preceded in death by 
her parents, Hubert and Olympe 
Roussel; and sisters, Mildred R. 
Burris and Elizabeth Sebren. She 
owned a family business with her 
husband, Ralph.” 
 “Mrs. Eunice was a great 
lady,” said Past National Direc-
tor and Past Louisiana State Re-
gent Vicki Broussard Melancon. 
“She was very stern but yet a lot 
of fun.” 
 Louisiana Past State Regent Sylvia D. Waits remem-
bers that Eunice “demanded a lot from us and we were happy 
to give, because she always showed her appreciation for our 
assistance. Ms. Eunice always treated others with respect un-

der all circumstances and expected the same.  She was a true 
southern lady and I will definitely miss her.” Theresa Clem-
ent, past Louisiana state regent, recalls that “Miss Eunice was 
a person I could turn to when I had a CDA question.  She 
was always a wealth of knowledge and had a deep love for our 
organization which she shared with everyone.”

 Louisiana First Vice State 
Regent Joyce Stein remembers 
Eunice as a “grand lady who will 
be missed by many.” 
 “I had the privilege of 
serving with Eunice during her 
tenure as National Regent,” said 
Immediate Past National Regent 
Claudia Bosch. “She was always 
open to any of our suggestions 
and recommendations. She 
didn’t always agree with you but 
she would explain why. The lit-
tle twinkle in her eyes while she 
listened to you made you know 
she was truly listening, but when 
she rolled her eyes, you knew it 
was time to be quiet. I feel very 
blessed to have had the opportu-
nity to know Eunice as a men-
tor and more importantly as a 
friend.”
 Libby Ramirez, national 
regent, served with Eunice as na-
tional director and national con-
vention chairman. Her favorite 
quote was “if you mess up you fess 
up.” “As long as you fessed up it 

was OK to mess up,” Libby said, “Eunice will truly be missed.”

Special thanks to Joyce Stein for organizing information and tributes 
for this memorial.

Remembered	as	a	gracious	leader

In	Memoriam:
Past	National	Regent	Eunice	Riles
By	Tom	Panas
National	Public	Relations	Director

E unice Marie Roussel Riles died on December 14, 2009, in Paulina, Louisiana, 

where she resided. Eunice suffered a stroke that required hospitalization, which was 

followed by a more severe stroke several days later to which she succumbed.

Eunice	Marie	Roussel	Riles
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Appearances	can	be	deceiving

Before	You	Vote,
Know	Your	Candidate
By	Margaret	Sitte
National	Legislative	Chairman

T his election year promises lots of 

stirring debate as voters select 

36 United States senators, the en-

tire Congress, a majority of governors, 

and a myriad of state and local officials.

 Some people vote along straight party lines without taking 
time to really investigate what the candidate plans to do. Others 
follow a charismatic fi gure, not knowing what he or she really 
represents. How can an average citizen cut through the campaign 
ads and media hype to vote intelligently?
 Former editor of the Washington Post Ben Bagdikian, said, 
“In the U.S., voters cast ballots for individual candidates who are 
not bound to any party program except rhetorically, and not al-
ways then. Some Republicans are more liberal than some Dem-
ocrats, some libertarians are more radical than some socialists, 
and many local candidates run without any party identifi cation. 
No American citizen can vote intelligently without knowledge 
of the ideas, political background, and commitments of each 
individual candidate.”
 With that advice in mind, let’s consider a few reminders for 
responsible voting:
 •  What really counts is character. Has this person been reputa-

ble with small matters? Can you trust him or her with larger 
responsibilities? 

 •  Beware of labels. Even the most ardent abortion propo-
nents call themselves “pro-life,” because everyone is for 
life. Some “pro-life” candidates are also very much in fa-
vor of abortion. People may say they are for “economic 
development,” but does that mean raising taxes to entice 
new businesses to town or does it mean creating a posi-
tive business climate for all to thrive? Again, almost every 
candidate mentions lower taxes, but how many really vote 
that way?

 •  Remember that elections should be about principle, not pop-
ularity. Learn his or her positions on the issues and call or 
e-mail the candidate if you want to learn more. Thomas Jef-
ferson reminded us, “…let no more be heard of confi dence 
in man, but bind him down from mischief by the chains of 
the Constitution.” 

 •  We live in the Information Age, but knowing whom to trust on 
the Internet isn’t always easy, so be sure you understand what a 
group, website or blog stands for before you trust its ratings. For 
instance, Emily’s List supports pro-abortion women candidates, 
but the Susan B. Anthony List funds anti-abortion women can-
didates. American Life League has promoted “personhood” leg-
islation, recognizing that life begins at conception, while Right to 
Life supports an incremental approach. The National Abortion 
Rights Action League (NARAL) and National Organization for 
Women are on opposite sides of Eagle Forum and Concerned 
Women for America. In other words, sometimes you have to 
learn to read the ratings backwards, because these organizations 
stand for the direct opposite of what you might believe. 

 •  Research how candidates have voted on issues and present 
that information at Catholic Daughter meetings. Although 
our organization never supports a candidate or party, we do 
take stands on issues. This time of year is the time to publi-
cize past votes before the heat of the campaign season.

 As an individual, get involved in the political process by 
volunteering or supporting your candidate. The American prom-
ise of “liberty and justice for all” must be renewed by each genera-
tion. It is our solemn duty to be involved in the process.  President 
John Quincy Adams summarized the basis of voting very well: 
“Always vote for principle, though you may vote alone, and you 
may cherish the sweetest refl ection that your vote is never lost.”
 The following prayer was prayed at the Catholic Daughters 
National Legislative Committee Meeting in Washington, D.C. The 
Executive Committee asked me to share it with our members.
 

Prayer for the nation
Our Father, You chose Mary as the fairest of Your daughters. 

Holy Spirit, You chose her as Your spouse. God the Son, You chose 
her as Your Mother. We put the United States into Mary Immacu-
late’s hands that she may present the country to you, our God. We 
thank you for the great resources of this land and for the freedom
which has been our heritage. Through her intercession, grant us 
and all nations your peace. Inspire our President and all the 
offi cials of our government to serve us with integrity. Grant us 
a fruitful economy born to justice and charity.
 Mary, our Mother and patroness of our land, we give 
ourselves to you. Pray that we, always acting according to the 
Divine will, may live and die pleasing in God’s sight. Amen.
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 The committee used a variety of techniques to stimulate 
interest and donors for this project. “Shares” ranging from $1 to 
$100 were sold. Frame-able certificates were issued and a me-
morial fund for CDA members living or dead was established. 
States were also organized into groups and competed against 
each other. Mary Murray, from Maryland’s horse country, had 
states compete in “Preakness” and “Belmont” races in a separate 
phase of the project.
 Rev. Msgr. John Tracy Ellis was the first scholar to receive 
the appointment in 1976, and it has continued to be held by 
equally prestigious educators. Dr Christopher J. Kauffman took 
the chair in 1989 and held it until 2009. In addition to preparing 
a centennial history commissioned by the Knights of Columbus, 
Dr. Kauffman has assisted the Catholic Daughters by arranging 
the CDA lectures each March. Dr. Kauffman was also nominated 
in 2006 for the Catholic University Provost Award - Excellence 

in Research and Scholarship for the Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas Professor of American Catholic Church History.
 Dr. Kauffman is an extraordinary scholar and historian, 
but has also been a mentor and role model. Rev. Rick Gribble, 
CSC, was one student influenced by Dr. Kaufman in 1991 when 
he came to The Catholic University of America to pursue his 
doctoral studies in American Catholic History. Doctor Kauff-
man was his major advisor and the first student he guided totally 
through the graduate program. In Fr. Gribble’s own words, “I 
owe Dr. Kauffman a great deal. He was very helpful to me in 
many ways, but most especially in assisting me with writing. He 
spent a great deal of time, more than one could reasonably ex-
pect, working with drafts of my dissertation chapters, correcting 
them and then sitting down to show me how I could write bet-
ter. I have used what he taught me in my own writing and have 
also aided my students, helping many of them to write better as 
well. He took the time and the attention necessary. I will always 
be grateful for this. I owe my life as a professor and scholar of 
American Catholicism to him.”
 Therefore, to honor him in a fitting manner, National 
Regent Libby Ramirez has placed the name of Dr. Christopher 
J. Kauffman on the Wall of Honor in the National Office in 
New York City.
 Catholic Daughters were privileged to attend the CDA 
lecture this year on March 21, 2010.  The lecturer was Margaret 
M. Mc Guinness, professor and chair of the Religion Depart-
ment at La Salle University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The 
lecture was titled “They’re No Angels: Reflections on American 
Catholic Female Saints.” 
 The Catholic Daughters thank Dr. Kauffman, and wish 
him much luck in his retirement. We look forward to continuing 
our relationship with Catholic University.

Admired	as	a	Scholar	and	Mentor

Dr.	Christopher	J.	Kauffman	Retires	from	
The	Catholic	University	of	America
By	Helene	Shepard
National	Director

In 1975, the Catholic Daughters of the Americas endowed a Chair in American

Catholic Church History at The Catholic University of America. National Regent 

Winifred Trabeaux Boudreau asked then First Vice National Regent Mary E. 

Murray to chair a committee charged with raising $750,000 to endow a Chair and 

Professorship on the campus. The chair would be in the Department of Church 

History in the School of Religious Studies.

Dr.	Christopher	J.	Kauffman	is	pictured	in	2008	with	(from	left)	Shirley	
Seyfried;	Anne	Nelson;	Libby	Ramirez;	Notre	Dame	professor	Dr.	Kathleen	
Cummings;	and	then	National	Regent	Claudia	Bosch.
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Past	National	Regent	Rayola	McLaughlin
receives	award

Catholic	Daughters
SOAR!	At	Award	Dinner
By	Tom	Panas
National	Public	Relations	Director

O n Tuesday, October 6, 2009, SOAR! 

(Support Our Aging Religious, Inc.) 

held its annual New York Award 

Dinner. The event took place at New York 

City’s Tavern on the Green restaurant. 

 SOAR! is one of the Catholic Daughters’ five National 
Projects. It is close to the hearts of many because SOAR! was 
formed 23 years ago in large part because the Catholic Daughters, 
under the leadership of then National Regent Rayola McLaughlin, 
provided seed money for SOAR! to get off the ground.
 Thus, many Catholic Daughters were present. Nation-
al officers included National Regent Libby Ramirez (who is a 
member of SOAR!’s board of directors), First Vice National Re-
gent Anne Nelson, Second Vice National Regent Shirley Sey-
fried, National Secretary-Treasurer Theresa Kocer and National 
Executive Director Peggy O’Brien.
 Past National Regent M. Joan McKenna, 
also a member of SOAR!’s board of directors, made 
the trip from Boston. In her usual position greeting 
people at the registration desk was Past National Re-
gent and avid New York SOAR! benefit committee 
member Grace DiCairano. Past Texas State Regent 
Olga Samaniego, who was in town for a meeting at 
the national headquarters, also attended.
 New York and New Jersey states were also 
well-represented. Among those New Yorkers present 
were Past National Regent Rayola McLaughlin, Na-
tional Director (and SOAR! Committee member) 
Helene Shepard, Past New York State Regent and 
National Administrative Assistant Mary Impellizeri, 
New York State Chaplain Rev. Scott Seymour, New 
York State Regent Penny Martin, New York First Vice 
State Regent Patricia Gavin and New York Treasurer 
Heather Rave. Many members from various courts 
in New Jersey and New York were also present.
 The evening was begun by New York Arch-
bishop Timothy Dolan, who said grace and made 
brief remarks. Emcee for the evening Joe Delaney 

then took the microphone and asked the Catholic Daughters to 
stand, which they did to much applause.
 National Regent Libby Ramirez presented a $10,000 check 
from Catholic Daughters to SOAR!’s president Sister Patricia Sul-
livan, RSM. Presenting the check, Libby said, “We are the ones 
who have been here for 23 years. The Catholic Daughters pro-
vided seed money to help SOAR! get started. On behalf of our 
85,000 dues-paying members it is an honor to present this dona-
tion to our religious, for whom we are all so grateful.”
 Accepting the $10,000 check from Libby, Sister Pat said, 
“We are so grateful for this financial donation. We also appreciate 
the many other ways the Catholic Daughters help SOAR! Na-
tional Regent Libby Ramirez and Past National Regent M. Joan 
McKenna are on SOAR!’s board. Their wisdom and expertise are 
invaluable to our organization.”
 Past National Regent Grace DiCairano then stepped up to 
the microphone and made a special surprise presentation. Quoting 
from one of her favorite songs, “I Believe in Angels,” Grace said 
“there are many angels who contribute to the success of our mission, 
and tonight we would like to honor one angel in particular.”
 Grace then introduced Past National Regent Rayola 
McLaughlin, who received a plaque. Rayola seemed stunned with 
gratitude by the surprise presentation and said to the gathering, 
“I’m speechless. I can’t thank you enough. I love all of you.”
 Sister Pat then presented grants to the Dominican Nuns of 
Sparkhill, New York, and the Maryknoll Sisters of St. Dominic in 
Maryknoll, New York.
 In accepting the award for the Maryknoll sisters, Sister Pa-
tricia Edmonson spoke of the growing problem of dementia in her 
organization. Four Maryknoll sisters are in end-stage dementia. 
Sadly, one died on the morning of the award dinner. Sister Patri-
cia thanked SOAR! for donating three whirlpools, one of which 
opens on the side, giving much relief to the sisters.

Regents,	past	and	present,	from	left	to	right,	Past	National	Regents	M.	Joan	McKenna,	Grace	
DiCairano	and	Rayola	McLaughlin;	National	Regent	Libby	Ramirez;	Immediate	Past	National	
Regent	Claudia	Bosch.



Louisiana Court Celebrates Centennial Anniversary

 Court St. Landry #119 
in Opelousas, Louisiana, hon-
ored its 100th year with Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Michael 
Jarrell of the Diocese of La-
fayette. A banquet was held 
after Mass during which Na-
tional Director Evelyn Saxton 
presented Regent Debbie Fay 
with a plaque commemorat-
ing the major event. As part of 
the presentation, Evelyn spoke 
about the history of the Cath-
olic Daughters while a court 
member spoke about Court 
St. Landry’s history. Court St. 
Landry draws members from 
three local parishes.

National and State Officers Help Texas Court
Celebrate 85 Years

Court	St.	Genevieve	#917	in	Falls	City,	Texas,	celebrated	its	85th	anniversary	on	November	8,	
2009.	The	anniversary	was	celebrated	in	conjunction	with	the	institution	of	a	new	Junior	court.	
In	the	photo	are,	left	to	right,	Melissa	Dziuk,	treasurer;	Rosalie	Titzman,	regent;	State	Regent	
Sheila	Martinka;	National	Director	Duchess	Collins;	Retired	Bishop	John	W.	Yanta;	National	
Regent	Libby	Ramirez;	First	Vice	State	Regent	Carolyn	Malik;	Second	Vice	State	Regent	Peggy	
Rosales;	and	State	Treasurer	Minnie	Rodgers.	Not	pictured	are	other	Court	St.	Genevieve	officers	
Liz	Moss,	vice	regent,	Helen	Brysch,	secretary,	and	Lucy	Jaloway,	financial	secretary.
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Anniversaries

Pennsylvania Court
Commemorates 90th
Anniversary
  As part of its 90th anniversary cel-
ebration, Court Easton #358 in Easton, 
Pennsylvania, purchased and dedicated 
a cemetery bench that was placed at the 
Memorial for Unborn Babies, which had 
been erected previously by the Knights of 
Columbus. The day also included Mass 
followed by a luncheon. Among the 
honored guests were Second Vice State 
Regent Peggy Guckin, district deputies 
and court regents from throughout the 
Allentown diocese.

At	the	dedication	of	the	cemetery	bench	at	the	
Memorial	for	Unborn	Babies	are,	left	to	right,	
Sally	Ann	Lerch,	regent;	Patricia	Bleam,	vice	
regent;	Joan	Tanzella,	recording	secretary;	
Mary	Strucko,	financial	secretary;	and	Evelyn	
Tarsi,	past	regent.

Regent	Debbie	Fay,	left,	and	National	Director	Evelyn	Saxton,	
hold	the	anniversary	plaque	that	Evelyn	presented	to	the	court..

Due to an abundance of
anniversary news items, we were 
not able to print them all in this 
issue. We congratulate courts on 
their anniversaries, and will try to 
use the items in future issues.
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Arizona State Officers Dress for Success to Build Support for Habitat

 The Arizona State Board proved that 
“clothes make the woman” when they at-
tended a state workshop in work clothes to 
show attendees that the officers were ready 
and willing to start work on their Habitat for 
Humanity house.
 The purpose was to encourage Arizona 
courts to start selling state court-sponsored 
raffle tickets to raise the final payment for the 
Habitat house toward which Arizona has been 
working since receiving seed money for it about 
12 years ago. At the time of this writing a wall 
raising was scheduled for February 20 in Ma-
rana, Arizona, where Arizona State Chaplain 
Rev. Abran Tadeo is Pastor of St. Christopher’s 
Church. The house is scheduled to be dedi-
cated in November of this year so that the new 
homeowners (the Pottinger family) can be in 
their new home for the holidays.

News&Notes

Massachusetts Courts Team Up for Habitat

 Court Our Lady of Knock #2395 in Needham, and Court St. Joseph 
#1475 in Medway, are working on two separate Habitat for Humanity 
house builds. The builds were a result of an anonymous donation which 
was given to the State Court for Habitat for Humanity projects. Court 
Our Lady of Knock is working on a house for a family of four and Court 
St. Joseph is helping with a new home for a family of six.

Left	to	right,	Barbara	Carey,	Court	Our	Lady	of	Knock	#2395,	Joyce	Ann	Fleming,	
immediate	past	state	regent,	Timothy	McCleary,	co-chair,	Needham	Interfaith	Habitat	
Steering	Committee,	Linda	Coletti,	state	regent,	Carmen	Boucher,	regent	of	Court	La	
Rabida	#183	of	North	Cambridge	and	her	husband	Norman	and	Mary	Smith,	regent	
of	Court	Our	Lady	of	Knock	#2395.

Left	to	right,	Maureen	O’Shea,	Arizona	first	vice	state	regent,	JoAnn	Kersbergen,	state	secre-
tary,	Rev.	Abran	Tadeo,	state	chaplain,	Marilyn	Witte,	state	treasurer,	Delma	Araiza,	immediate	
past	state	regent	and	Susan	Mone,	state	regent.

Iowa Angel Visits Courts

The	members	of	Court	Saint	Rose	of	Lima	#6	in	Carroll,	
Iowa,	were	fortunate	to	have	their	Christmas	presents	
delivered	this	year	by	an	angel	in	the	form	of	court	
member	Marsha	Boes.	In	the	photo,	members	of	Court	
Saint	Rose	listen	with	rapt	attention	to	the	visiting	
Christmas	Angel,	standing,	with	a	silver	angel	hat.



Welcome to New North Carolina Court

At	the	institution	of	Court	St.	Bernadette	#2629	in	Fuquay	Varina,	North	Carolina,	approximately	60	new	
members	took	the	Catholic	Daughter	pledge	at	an	installation	ceremony	last	year.	The	court,	which	is	lo-
cated	at	St.	Bernadette	Catholic	Church,	now	has	approximately	75	members.	In	the	photo,	left	to	right,	are	
court	officers	Teresa	Cornett,	recording	secretary,	Gaye	Collins,	treasurer,	Carol	Zsoldos,	regent,	Dani	Frank,	
financial	secretary,	and	Paula	O’Shea,	vice	regent.	Standing,	center,	is	Court	Chaplain	Rev.	Robert	Staley.	

Celebrating Wisconsin Style

 Members of Court Darlington #698 in Darlington, Wisconsin, joined with Knights 
of Columbus and other members of the Holy Rosary Catholic Church to help prepare for 
Christmas. The court’s Christmas celebration at its December meeting included a delicious 
meal, singing Christmas carols, preparing Christmas cards for residents of Lafayette County 
Manor and exchanging presents. “The Catholic Daughters,“ said Rev. Randy Budner, court 
chaplain and pastor of Holy Rosary Catholic Church, “foster love for God and the Church.”

Seated,	left	to	right,	are	Jean	Cleary,	Mary	Flanagan,	Grace	Raess	and	Rita	McKeon.	Standing,	left	
to	right,	are	Doris	McGinnis,	Phyllis	Sonsalla,	Eileen	White,	Geraldine	Cullen	and	Mary	Ellen	Moran.
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News&Notes

Virginia Court Visits
Catholic Daughter
Headquarters

 On their annual December visit 
to New York City, members from 
Court Kavanaugh #54 in Alexandria, 
Virginia, made a special stop at CDA 
headquarters to wish the dedicated 
staff there a Merry Christmas. Na-
tional Administrative Assistant Mary 
Impellizeri took the group on a grand 
tour of the building. “It was great to 
be able to meet our wonderful head-
quarters staff face-to face,” said Vir-
ginia Second Vice State Regent and 
Court Kavanaugh Regent Elizabeth 
Scheuren, “not just on the phone and 
via e-mail.”

Standing,	left	to	right,	in	front	of	the	
fireplace	in	“Mary’s	section	of	the	office,”	
are	Vice	Regent	Helen	Lynch,	Jo	Ann	
Hovey	and	Linda	Melone.	Sitting,	left	to	
right,	are	Elizabeth	Scheuren,	regent,	and	
Mary	Ann	Rowe.	
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Idaho Court
Honors Catholic
Daughter
Sunday

To celebrate last year’s 
Catholic Daughter Sun-
day, members of Court St. 
Theresa of the Mountains 
#1053 in Kellogg, Idaho, 
wore armbands and sat to-
gether for 8:00 A.M. Mass 
and then enjoyed a breakfast 
prepared by the Knights of 
Columbus.

Front	row,	left	to	right,	Mary	Lennon,	Colleen	Braun,	Connie	Pruiksma,	Maxine	Quebral	and	Brenda	Armstrong.	Second	row,	left	to	right,	Carmen	
Preston,	Rosie	Rinaldi,	Linda	Clemets,	Maxine	Karst,	Eunice	Sieverding,	Pierina	Miller,	Patty	Stout	and	Sharon	Waldo.	Third	row,	left	to	right,	Jill	Rinaldi,	
Raylene	Miller,	State	Regent	Mary	Russell,	Delene	Miller,	Jo	Ann	Groves,	Shirley	Schierman,	Virginia	Montez	and	Joanne	White.	Back	row,	left	to	right,	
Regent	Judy	Manka,	Betty	Rauenhorst,	Mona	Alfrey,	Kay	Johnson,	Lillian	Lannen,	Lisa	Lane,	Mary	Barney,	Rosemary	Peak	and	Carleen	Peterson.

Congratulations to New Pennsylvania Court

 Court Prince Gallitzin #2625 
in Altoona, Pennsylvania, was in-
stituted last year at a 5:30 P.M. 
Mass at St. Rose of Lima Church. 
Twenty-two charter members were 
present for the Mass concelebrated 
by Chaplain Rev. Timothy Grimme 
and Pastor Rev. James Crookston. 
The officers of the Pennsylvania 
State Court and the State Member-
ship Team participated in the Instal-
lation Ceremony. At the reception 
held after Mass courts from the Al-
toona-Johnson and Pittsburgh dio-
ceses were represented. Court Prince 
Gallitzin was the second court to be 
instituted last year and the 90th 
court in the state.

Front	row,	seated,	left	to	right,	are	court	officers	Treasurer	Nancy	Collins,	Vice	Regent	Dianne	Hite,	Regent	Judy	Wood,	Chaplain	Rev.	Timothy	Grimme,	
Financial	Secretary	Jennifer	Brezler	and	Recording	Secretary	Marian	Airhart.	Second	row,	left	to	right,	are	Darlene	Crum,	Julia	Scarfone,	Sally	Lockard,	
Victoria	Montanaro,	Beth	Sanders,	Diana	Macharola,	Regina	Friedenberger,	Jenn	Hofer	and	Annette	F.	Ajay.	Third	row,	left	to	right,	are	Karen	Castagnola,	
Mary	Kowalski,	Jennifer	Crum,	Theresa	DeAngelis,	Donna	Daley,	Patricia	Fromknecht	and	Mary	Stoy.	Not	pictured:	E.	Ray	Kapfhammer.

News&Notes



Illinois Court Honors Past Regents
During Birthday Month
 One of the established traditions of Court Isabella #572 in Galena, Illinois, is to cel-
ebrate “Birthday Month” each December. Past regents are honored at a potluck dinner 
followed by the monthly meeting. In lieu of a member gift exchange, members bring items 
to be donated to the local food pantry.  At this year’s celebration, which was held on De-
cember 1st, four area priests joined the festivities and then left to prepare for the evening’s 
Communal Penance Service.

Front	row,	left	to	right,	are	Rosemary	Kollman,	Rita	Winter,	Millie	Welp,	Viola	Hoffmann	and	Ann	
Brotzman.		Back	row,	left	to	right,	are	Rev.	Stanislaw	Kos,	Rev.	John	Dennerlein,	Sharon	Goucher,	
Doris	Anne	Vincent,	Court	Chaplain	Rev.	Christopher	Kuhn	and	Past	Court	Chaplain	Rev.	Daniel	Tranel.

Share Editor Publishes Book on Biblical Women

 Share editor Peggy Eastman has published a book of poetic reflections on 10 
women of the Bible, including Mary, mother of Jesus (see the book review by Past 
National Regent Grace DiCairano in this issue). The thread that binds these women 
together – some of whom are not even named in the Bible – is their willingness to 
take risks for God. The reflections cover four women from the Old Testament and 
six from the New Testament.
 In her endorsement of this book, author Antoinette Bosco – a syndicated col-
umnist for Catholic News Service – said, “Peggy Eastman has studied the meager 
material we have about ten strong, biblical women, including the mother of Jesus. 
She recognizes them as each having an individual power that shines through mag-
nificently in their male-dominated world and expresses this in a strong, poetic voice. 
This is an innovative book, beautifully crafted and visionary, about biblical women 
who should be revered.”
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Texas Court Honors
80-Year Member
 Court Immaculate Heart #1884 
in Conroe, Texas, honored Raffa-
ella “Babe” Viotto for 80 years of 
loyal membership and service as a 
Catholic Daughter by presenting 
her with a plaque, ring and gift.  
“Babe” began her service as a Cath-
olic Daughter at age 18 in Galves-
ton, Texas, later joining Court 
Immaculate Heart.  She is an ener-
getic court member who attends all 
meetings and is an active volunteer 
at Conroe Regional Hospital.

Standing	next	to	her	court’s	Catholic	
Daughters	banner,	Raffaella	“Babe”	
Viotto	holds	the	plaque	she	received	for	
her	80	years	of	service	to	the	Catholic	
Daughters.

Court News Photos
When sending in a photo for a 

court news item, please be sure 

to send a print even if you are 

using a digital camera.
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New Jersey Court
Welcomes 15 New
Members
Court	Regina	Coeli	#940	in	Dunellen,	New	
Jersey,	received	15	new	members	last	year.		
A	reception	followed	the	ceremony.		In	the	
photo	are	new	members	of	Court	Regina	Coeli,	
front	row,	left	to	right,	Rosina	Rovito,	Frances	
Criscuolo,	Anne	North,	Maribel	Popadick,	Diane	
Dorward,	Esolda	Scudiero	and	Mary	Ben-
well.		Second	row,	left	to	right,	are	Katherine	
McMaster,	Eileen	Bardi,	Ruth	Gruber,	Dolores	
Mulvaney,	Gayle	Troia	and	Joan	Marren.		Not	
pictured	are	Grace	McDonough	and	Suzanne	
Shaughnessy.

Honoring 60 Years of Membership in North Dakota

 Court St. Therese #958 in Williston, North 
Dakota, acknowledged seven 60-year members.  
Mavis Sogard, Mary Conlin and Kathleen Hagen 
were honored at a Catholic Daughters Mass where 
Court Chaplain Father Dennis Schaffer presented 
them with a 60-year pin and Court Regent Pat 
Dahl handed each a white carnation tinged with 
purple.  Regent Dahl visited home-bound mem-
bers Joan Jensen and Genevieve Hagen, and she 
presented each with a pin and flower at their sepa-
rate residences.  Patricia Conlin, who was out of 
town, received her pin when she returned.  Cecilia 
Gruetman, who no longer lives in Williston but 
maintains her membership with the court, was 
sent her pin.

Left	to	right	are	60-year	members	Mavis	Sogard,	Mary	Conlin,	and	Kathleen	Hagen.

Corrections: Share Winter 2009-2010

People

“News & Notes,” Page 28: in the caption accompanying the pho-
tograph for the item “Celebrating Autumn with an Annual Har-
vest Event” the woman standing in the middle was incorrectly 
identified as Massachusetts State Secretary Maureen Trainor. She 
should have been identified as Cynthia Young, regent, Court St. 
Joseph #1475 in Medway, Massachusetts.

“People,” Page 30: for the item “Connecticut Member 
Writes Book About Elder Care,” in the second paragraph, 
third sentence from the bottom, Ms. Fekete’s website was 
listed incorrectly as www.Spiritupublishing.us. It should 
be: www.Spiritpublishing.us.



Ten Women of the Bible:
Witnesses to Faith
Written by Peggy Eastman
(Mercury, Rockville, Maryland 2009)

Reviewed	by	Grace	DiCairano,	Past	National	Regent

Women of the Old and New Testament are witnesses to their silent prominence and exem-
plary lives. In these refl ections, Share Editor Peggy Eastman captures the essence of women 

through their frailties and formidable circumstances, yet reverent fi delity to the Almighty.
 A true refl ection of character and fortitude transcends to modern-day women who inherit 
their spiritual and secular beliefs. Albeit, while the lives of women have been diverse throughout 
the centuries, a correlation is parallel to the Catholic Daughters, who emulate and epitomize the 
virtues of women embraced in prayer, sacrifi ce, determination and love of humanity.

Women of the Bible is well researched and translated with clarity, eloquence and effective 
meditation. The book unveils the omnipresence of women who have left an indelible mark in 
peaceful, powerful credence to His holy will. It is an absorbing compendium for all women and 
most favorably – the Catholic Daughters.

See Yourself Through God’s Eyes:
52 Meditations to Grow in
Self-Esteem
Written by Marie Paul Curley, FSP
(Pauline Books & Media, Boston, Massachusetts, 2009)

Reviewed	by	Peggy	Eastman

Who among us hasn’t at times experienced deep feelings of unworthiness and inade-
quacy? These feelings are all too human. In this book, Sister Marie Paul, a Daughter 

of St. Paul, leads us on a journey – in large part her own – to discover the great antidote to 
these feelings: God’s total, unconditional love for us. Right from the start, in the introduc-
tion, Sister Marie Paul shares her self-doubt: “Like many people, I have struggled with low 
self-esteem for much of my life.”
 Cultural anthropologists have observed that frequently when girls reach puberty their 
self-esteem plummets. Sister Marie Paul as a teenager was much loved by her family, re-
ceived good grades in school and enjoyed volunteer work. And yet she was continually 
plagued by anxiety and self-hatred. So, wisely, she embarked on a journey of inner healing rooted in faith. This book, a skillful mixture of 
short vignettes from everyday life, Scripture readings and meditations, is the product of the author’s discovery that self-worth does not lie 
in our own achievements, no matter how hard we drive ourselves, but in God’s overfl owing love for us. This discovery was fueled by her 
deepening realization that her own patron, St. Paul, overcame his guilt and shame at persecuting Christians to preach the glory of Christ’s 
resurrection to all. 
 And so Sister Marie Paul, who was formerly plunged into self-loathing when she made a mistake, can now write: “Our mistakes, in-
stead of leading us to mentally tear ourselves down, can become opportunities to learn and to lean on God.” As we read along, the author’s 
spiritual growth becomes ours, too.
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         Stella Maris Sung by the Daughters of St. Paul
Features the lyric voices of the Daughters of St. Paul raised in Latin chant and
hymns. Stella Maris is a collection of music and prayers that have been sung in  Mary’s       
honor. Let the choral music and the Latin chant of this album provide a peaceful, 
prayerful space for your encounter with God. Includes: Sub Tuum Praesidium ∙ Tota 
Pulchra Es ∙ Ave Maris Stella ∙ Ave Maria (Josquin Desprez) ∙ Virgam Florem ∙ Stabat 
Mater (Pergolesi) ∙ Mary the Dawn ∙ Condordi Laetitia ∙ Ave Regina Caelorum.      
CD    #71338     $16.95 U.S.

Pray the Rosary with the Daughters of St. Paul
The Daughters of St. Paul
For those who are just beginning to pray the Rosary and those who 
have loved this prayer for years. Ideal for praying in the car, at home, alone, or with others. 
2 CD’s #59443 $19.95 U.S.
International Distribution Restrictions

John Paul II
A Marian Treasury
Compiled and with an introduction by Marianne Lorraine Trouvé, FSP
The warmth of Pope John Paul II’s devotion to Mary shines forth in this treasury 
of inspiration and prayer.
Hardcover 144pp. #39833  $17.95 U.S.

The Beauty of Mary
Peter Vaccari, Rosemary Vaccari Mysel, Andrew J. Vaccari
The Beauty of Mary highlights the unique role of Mary within the drama of salvation. Includes 
passages by John Paul II, Fr. Benedict Groeschel, Cardinal John Newman, St. John of the Cross, 
Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen, St. Alphonsus Liguori, St. Augustine, Scott Hahn, Hans Urs 
von Balthasar, Joseph Ratzinger/Benedict XVI, Dante Alighieri, Joyce Rupp, Caryll Houselander, 
and many more!
Paperback 224pp. #1170X  $17.95 U.S.

A Scriptural Rosary
Compiled by Marianne Lorraine Trouvé, FSP
This scriptural Rosary, glowing with illustrations of stained glass, will be treasured for years to come. 
Hardcover 96pp. #70870  $9.95 U.S.

To order:
Visit your local Pauline Books & Media Center*, 
on the web at www.pauline.org, 
or call 1-800-876-4463

*for a list of our store locations, please visit www.pauline.org

          Promo code: 1002SHR

         Stella Maris

Marian Resources   
to Honor Our Lady



A ccording to legend, the dogwood   
 was known to provide the timber 

for the cross upon which Christ was 
cruciÞed, making this tree a symbol of 
His Death and Resurrection.  The cruciÞx 
is made of pewter and is shaped like a 
dogwood with distinct ßowers.  Pink 
and white frosted glass beads accent the 
pewter centerpiece of Our Lady.

     The Dogwood Rosary will be sent 
to you in gratitude for your gift of $15 
or more.  Your donation will support the 
ministries of the Missionary Oblates as 
we serve poor and needy people in our 
missions around the world.

9480 N. De Mazenod Drive
Belleville, IL  62223-1160

Donate Now Toll Free At: 

1-888-330-6264
7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. Central, M-F

Dear Fr. John, enclosed is my offering in support of the 
Missionary Oblates’ work among the poor.

   $15         $20         $30         $45         $100           $________
   Check/Money Order 
Credit Card # ________  ________  ________  ________
Exp. Date ____ /____    

Signature (required) ____________________________________________
Please send __ Dogwood Rosary(ies).  #3800
  ($15 suggested donation each)

Name ______________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City _______________________________ State_______ ZIP__________

E-mail ____________________________________________    #1010507

Thank you for your generous support!

To request this item on our secure internet site, visit

www.oblatesusa.org/ads/share

Any gifts requested through 
the mail will be received 
within 3-6 weeks.

Available  
from the  

Missionary 
Oblates

Enlarged  
to show detail
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