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The tragic events of 9/11 could not 
extinguish the light of hope in New York 
City (shown) or in the United States.

Photo: Kirk Edwards/gettyimages.com

Mission Statement

Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas strives to embrace 

the principle of faith working 

through love in the promotion 

of justice, equality, and the 

advancement of human rights 

and human dignity for all.

On the Road on Your Behalf
Dear Members and Friends,

My hometown of St. Pete Beach, Florida is definitely a tourist town. For the 
past few months, I’ve watched our population dwindle as “snowbirds” returned 
to their families and friends up north and many of our permanent residents 
headed for the mountains to try to escape the summer heat. Now that it’s au-
tumn, though, visitors and neighbors alike have started to return, and by January 
my town will be bustling again.

It seems to me that most of our Catholic Daughter courts tend to follow the 
same pattern: summer is our “off season,” in September the meetings start up 
again, and by the first of the year the members are so busy they rarely have time for 
much else. I pray that you may start the new season with renewed energy, setting 
goals for the coming year and carrying out the “Positive Pledge” you made at the state conventions. Keep that opti-
mism and enthusiasm for CDA in your heart, and make your court glow and grow by sharing your light with other 
members of your parish and community during this time of increased activity.

My duties as your national regent have led me to buck tradition with my schedule this year, keeping me very 
busy over the summer, and providing only a little respite now that fall has begun. June found me flying off to 
southeast Washington State for a Habitat for Humanity wall-raising. There were seven members of the National 
Board, one past national director and one husband in our group, and for six full days we worked very hard, for 
six to seven hours at a stretch.

From there, I took a road trip to Montana to handle some CDA business. After one week at home, I was off 
again — this time, to Omaha, for a 2012 National Convention planning meeting, and then another road trip to 
Belleville, Illinois. Prior to the State Officers Conference, we had our semi-annual board meeting. It was so good 
to get home July 18th after spending 22 of the previous 30 days on the road — at that point, I was afraid my dog 
wouldn’t remember me. Nevertheless, I love representing all of you as I travel, and I take every opportunity to 
spread the word about the good that we do for so many people all over the world. 

As always, when traveling for CDA, we do our best to combine trips so as to reduce cost as much as possible. I 
also want to let you know that we never use money designated for other purposes to finance our travels. In the national 
regent’s message of the summer 2011 issue, one of my statements about my travels may have been misinterpreted, and 

National Regent Joanne Tomassi

Continued on page 6
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Rekindling the Enthusiasm of Faith

Dear Catholic Daughters, 

The late archbishop Fulton J. Sheen used to say that as Christians we are God’s 
chosen people, but from the way we live out our faith one would think that we are 
God’s frozen people. We have lost all enthusiasm for our faith. What is the key to 
enthusiasm in living the Christian life? How can we serve the Lord with dynamism? 
In Paul’s letter to Timothy, Paul shares with Timothy his recipe for enthusiasm in the 
faith, and I want to share that same recipe with all of the Catholic Daughters.

Second Timothy was the last letter that Paul wrote. Paul wrote it when he was 
“chained like a criminal” in a prison in Rome (2:9) expecting to be put to death at 
any time. “The time of my departure has come” (4:6), he writes. So this letter can be 
seen as Paul’s last will and testament to his “beloved child” Timothy (1:2). Paul gives Timothy the example of his own life, 
how he has remained fearless and dynamic in bearing witness to the Lord even in the face of impending death. He shares 
with Timothy his recipe for enthusiasm in serving the Lord. The recipe Paul gives Timothy can be summarized in one short 
sentence: Believe it, live it, and teach it. You, as faithful Catholic Daughters, are called to believe, live and teach the faith 
that has been handed down to you.

“For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands” (1:6). 
The opening words of the letter give us Paul’s purpose in writing these last words to Timothy. It is to remind him to rekindle 
the gift of God that is within him. Even though Timothy is a bishop he still needs to be reminded that there are gifts that God 
has given him for the service of the Church which still lie dormant within him. The same can be said of any of us who have 
received the laying on of hands – at baptism, confirmation or ordination. Some of us think that we have no gifts. Maybe it is 
more correct to say that we have not yet rekindled the gift of God within us. But the gift is there. Imagine how dynamic the 
Catholic Daughters would be if we enkindled that gift.

For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline (1:7). What 
is this gift that God has given us? It is the spirit of God Himself. This spirit is not a spirit of cowardice or frozenness. It is the 
spirit that gives us power in our relationship with God, love in our relationship with our neighbor and self-discipline in our 
relationship with ourselves. The Greek word used here for power is dynamis. This is what makes us dynamic sons and daugh-
ters of God. It empowers us to serve the Lord and our courts with dynamism as opposed to lukewarmness.

In the second part of the letter Paul spells out three practical effects that will be seen in our lives when we rekindle the gift 
of the Holy Spirit that lies dormant within us: (1) We shall live out the faith in our lives without fear of suffering or death: “Do 
not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, rely-
ing on the power of God” (1:8). (2) We shall believe the sound doctrine that comes from the apostles and not water it down: 
“Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus” (1:13). 
(3) We shall guard and hand on to others (teach) the deposit of the faith that has been handed down to us: “Guard the good 
treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us” (1:14).

The endings of these last three verses give us a key to how we can obtain and maintain enthusiasm. Put the endings of 
these three verses together and you get the answer: “relying on the power of God … in Christ Jesus … with the help of the 
Holy Spirit living in us.” The word enthusiasm comes from two Greek words, en meaning in, and theos meaning God. Paul 
is saying that it is by immersing ourselves in God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – that we rekindle the life of God within us. 
With that we no longer live as God’s frozen people but as God’s chosen people in dynamism, love and self-discipline.

Sincerely,
Rev. Edward Lamp
National Chaplain, CDA 

Tampa, Florida

National Chaplain’s Message

Rev. Edward Lamp



FROM SYNDICATED RADIO TALK SHOW HOST

TERESA TOMEO

Extreme Makeover
WOMEN TRANSFORMED BY CHRIST
NOT CONFORMED TO THE CULTURE

OTHER GREAT BOOKS FOR WOMEN

Also available as an e-Book at
www.ignatius.com

“For any woman who seeks the true foundation of her 
dignity, this is the book to read—and to share.”

MOST REVEREND CHARLES J. CHAPUT
Archbishop of Philadelphia 

Popular radio host Teresa Tomeo knows from experience that the self-image 
of American women is being distorted by pop culture. With its emphasis on 

youth, physical beauty, and sexuality, the secular media is encouraging women—
and girls—to see themselves primarily as sex objects.

A professional TV and radio journalist, Tomeo pulls together the latest 
research on social behavior and trends to demonstrate that women are harm-
ing themselves and their chances for true happiness by adopting the thoroughly 
modern, sexually liberated lifestyle portrayed in magazines and movies. Packed 
with not only persuasive statistics but also powerful personal testimonies, 
Extreme Makeover shows that it is not the slogans of the sexual revolution and 
the women’s liberation movement that free and dignify women, but the beautiful 
teachings of Christ and his Church.

So what are women steeped in the Hollywood and Cosmo girl version of real-
ity to do? Undergo Tomeo’s Extreme Makeover. With the help of this book, they 
can shed the toxic messages that objectify and enslave them and embrace the 
truth about being a beloved daughter of God.

EM-H . . . 240 pp, SEWN HARDCOVER, $21.95

“Extreme Makeover will be one of the most 
signi� cant books for women in the 21st Century. 

It pulls back the curtain on why every woman 
feels confused and hurt.” 
MEG MEEKER, M.D.

Author, � e Ten Habits of Happy Mothers

“Teresa Tomeo is a passionate and persuasive 
apologist for the Catholic faith. In Extreme 

Makeover, she o� ers an earthy, candid, refreshing 
rejoinder to conventional feminist wisdom and 

builds a solid case for the liberating power of 
Catholic orthodoxy.”

COLLEEN CARROLL CAMPBELL
TV & radio host, Author, � e New Faithful

SEE MORE AT

ExtremeMakeoverBook.com

Unplanned
Abby Johnson
with Cindy Lambert
Abby Johnson joined 
Planned Parenthood as a 
college student because she 
wanted to help women in 
crisis—a goal she believed 
the organization shared. 
She rose through the ranks 
to become a clinic direc-
tor. But it wasn’t until she 

helped perform an actual abortion procedure 
that Abby fully realized what she’d been a part 
of all those years. A compelling story of crisis and 
change, Unplanned is also a reminder of how grace 
finds us in unlikely places.

UNP-P . . . Quality Softcover, 288 pp, $14.99

Confessions of an 
Ex-Feminist
 Lorraine Murray
This is the heart-rending 
account of a woman who 
was born into a Catholic 
family, but amidst the 
radical feminist environ-
ment of the 1960’s, she lost 
her faith, jumping aboard 
the bandwagon of “free 
love.” Later in her forties, 

Murray experienced a mysterious series of 
events in which it seemed that “someone” was 
inviting her back to God. 

CEF-P . . . 144 pp, Sewn Softcover, $12.95

Also available as an e-Book at www.ignatius.com

Prodigal Daughters 
Edited by Donna Steichen 
Seventeen women tell their 
personal stories of leaving 
the Catholic Church and 
why they came back. They 
rediscovered the living 
heart of Christ at the cen-
ter of the Church. Today, 
when virtually all faithful 
Catholics wait and pray 
for the return of some fam-

ily member or friend who has strayed from the 
Church, these accounts of faith reborn offer 
hope and direction to lift the heart of every 
reader.

PROD-P . . . 375 pp, Sewn Softcover, $16.95

Also available as an e-Book at www.ignatius.com
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I want to set the record straight. In that letter, I mentioned my trip to Georgia for the 19th Annual Jimmy and 
Rosalynn Carter – Habitat for Humanity weekend and thanked you for your generosity, which enabled several 
of us to take part in this event.

 Be assured that every penny you contributed to the Habitat for Humanity fund is used to build homes for 
recipients. Your generosity brought attention to us, which resulted in the invitation to participate in this special 
weekend. We were guests of Habitat for Humanity International through a special program they have to educate 
other leaders about what they do and how we can be involved. The national offi cers and directors are very aware 
of their fi duciary duty to maintain all charitable contributions in a separate fund for disbursement directly to 
each individual charity as intended by the donors. Charity money has not and will never be used for anything 
except its original intended purpose.

 It is hard to believe that another issue of Share is now on the drawing board and I again have the opportu-
nity to address each and every member of our great organization. I love the fact that every member has the op-
portunity to learn so much about who we are and what we do through this award-winning magazine. It is very 
gratifying to receive notes and e-mails from members expressing their excitement and joy after reading something 
special in Share. I hope that you fi nd something that moves you in this issue, whether a specifi c article, an item 
out of News & Notes, or information about next year’s National Convention. Much of the work for our 2012 
convention has already been started, but there are still so many details to iron out.

 It is my earnest hope that many of you will be able to join us in Omaha, Nebraska next July. Workshops 
preceding the National Convention are also in progress in order to help train our future leaders. I invite you to 
take advantage of this training, as well as attend the convention. Start planning today to make this a reality, and 
let’s pray together that we use the intermediary seasons to bring Christ’s love into the world through the good 
works of our organization.

 “With God All Things Are Possible” ~ Matthew 19:26

  In Unity and Charity

Joanne Tomassi
National Regent

Continued from page 1

CEF students succeed:

100% continuation rate 
from 8th to 9th grade 

98% 4 year high school 
diploma rate

98% college attendance
Celebrating 25 years in the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles

www.cefdn.org

  National Regent
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Seeking Quiet Spaces

Autumn is an exciting time of stimulating new activities and volunteer opportunities. 
We greet friends we haven’t seen all summer and make new ones. The crispness 

of autumn evenings lends itself to renewed energy and innovative ideas. All about us 
there seems to be a heightened collective rush. 

Do we now find ourselves caught up in racing from one place to the next? Do 
we find ourselves spending more time on e-mail and online news? Does the headlong 
pace of a civilized society moving at top speed threaten to put us on overload? Like 
our schedules, information technology has to be managed so it doesn’t manage us. 

As a nation, we have just spent time reflecting on the 10th anniversary of 9/11 and 
praying for those who died in that attack on our homeland. Our reflections and prayers 
were a time out, reminding us that life is about more than rocketing along at 100 miles 
per hour. You will find thoughtful personal reflections of 9/11 from Executive Director 
Peggy O’Brien and Administrative Assistant Mary Impellizeri in this issue.

We need to be reminded to pause and reflect, and not only on the 10th anniversary of 9/11. To discern and follow God’s 
will above the constant din around us – honking car horns, ringing cell phones and elbowing crowds – requires patience as 
well as discipline and trust. Remember that the secular world wishes to draw us to itself with glittery new fads and constant 
demands. It wants us for its own. Rarely does its unrelenting pace foster prayer, contemplation, remembrance of a tragedy or 
even quiet time to appreciate falling leaves in different shades of yellow and orange, birdcalls or a sunset vivid with autumn 
colors splashed across the sky by a God who loves all of His creation extravagantly. 

The world constantly tries our patience, especially when the pace of life picks up. An important check is lost in the mail. 
A distracted driver backs into us in the parking lot; no one is hurt, but insurance information must be exchanged and paper-
work filled out. The computer printer jams. Someone cuts in front of us in the grocery line. Someone else snatches our purse 
in a crowd. The washing machine breaks down with a full load inside.

If our patience is tried, think about God’s. Throughout the Bible, His people constantly let Him down – even the very 
best of them like King David and the apostle Peter. And yet God has infinite patience and constantly tries to reconcile us 
to Himself. 

To follow God’s own Son is to swim against the tide, and for that we need strong spiritual muscles and quiet spaces. God 
constantly seeks us out so that we can deepen our relationship with Him. God seeks us quietly, not noisily, in many silent 
ways that tug at our hearts. He asks us to set aside time for Him and draw near to Him in prayer, no matter what demands 
the secular world places on us. He asks us to trust Him. Sometimes He asks us to wait patiently and quietly for discernment 
of His will or revelation of His presence. 

Consider aged Simeon, patient follower of God. He had been waiting for most of his years for the light of life, the Mes-
siah, and the Holy Spirit had let Simeon know that he would not die until he had looked upon the Savior. Simeon was old; 
his knees ached and his face was criss-crossed with wrinkles, but every morning he walked to the temple to wait. He waited 
there as parents brought in their newborn sons to be circumcised, according to the law. He waited and wondered: is this the 
One? How many newborn male faces had he seen? And then one morning, Simeon was rewarded for his patience. Even with 
dimming eyesight, he could see that this baby was the chosen One. I like to think that light shone from the newborn’s face, as 
if His skin were somehow illuminated. As Simeon held the child, words of praise poured forth from his mouth. And now he 
knew he could die in peace, because God had shown him the face of the Messiah.

Last winter my neighborhood experienced a number of power outages, some extending for days. During these times my 
furnace did not hum. The telephone did not ring. The refrigerator did not emit its occasional gurgles. The TV did not intrude 
on the silence. The computer screen was blank. Yes, it was inconvenient, but before the house became uncomfortably cold and 
I had to leave, I sat and experienced the quietude as a gift. I visited interior spaces deep inside myself, and found myself pray-
ing in a natural, uninterrupted way. The gift of quietude was temporary: the furnace eventually came on with a whoosh, the 
telephone rang and the refrigerator gurgled. I gave thanks for restored power, but I left those quiet interior spaces with regret. 
For in them I felt closer to God.

From The Editor’s Desk

� Share Magazine  •  Fall 2011

Share Editor Peggy Eastman



“...one of the most 
productive charities —

dollar for deed — in the world.” 
—The New York Times
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Free cleft surgery which takes as little as 45
minutes and costs as little as $250, can give
desperate children not just a new smile —
but a new life.

According to the U.S. Government, women should take sufficient levels of folic acid (400 micrograms/day) during pregnancy to help prevent neural tube defects and reduce the risk for cleft lip and palate. When
folic acid is taken one month before conception and throughout the first trimester, it has been proven to reduce the risk for neural tube defects by 50 to 70 per cent. Be sure to receive proper prenatal care,
quit smoking and drinking alcohol and follow your health care provider’s guidelines for foods to avoid during pregnancy. Foods to avoid may include raw or undercooked seafood, beef, pork or poultry; delicatessen
meats; fish that contain high levels of mercury; smoked seafood; fish exposed to industrial pollutants; raw shellfish or eggs; soft cheeses; unpasteurized milk; pâté; caffeine; and unwashed vegetables. For
more information, visit www.SmileTrain.org. Smile Train is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit recognized by the IRS, and all donations to Smile Train are tax-deductible in accordance with IRS regulations. © 2011 Smile Train.
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California State Court Sponsors Rosary Prayer Project

T he California State Court initi-
ated a spiritual and leadership 

project in which local courts gather 
each month and take turns hosting the 
Rosary. The intention of the program 
is to pray for members and increased 
leadership at the local and national 
levels. The courts also pray for the 
preservation of life at all levels and for 
the success of priests and seminarians 
in propagating the word of God.

The results of the program can be seen in the new Catholic Daughters at a reception of new members held by Court St. Catherine #1378 in 
Torrance, California. The new members of Court St. Catherine are joined by officers, including Past California State Regent Esther Gow, who 
presided; District Deputy Gude Floratus; Regent Marissa Ryes; Vice Regent Virgie Chan-Tougas; Recording Secretary Necy Sumait; Financial 
Secretary and District Deputy Helen Rausch; Treasurer Cynthia Guzman; and Past Regent Lydia Camanga.

Louisiana Court Helps Those 
With Autism 

Court Our Lady of the Lake #695 in Lake Charles, Louisi-
ana, donated money and household items to organizations 

providing services to those with autism. The court presented 
a $100 check to Autism Services of Southwest Louisiana and 
members brought paper plates, cups, paper towels, napkins and 
toilet paper which were donated to the first home for adults with 
autism in Lake Charles.

Karen Fills, right, regent of Court Our Lady of the Lake, 
presents a $100 check from the court to Geri Landry at the 
April 18, 2011 court meeting. Geri is a court member and 
president of Autism Services of Southwest Louisiana.

Texas Court Donates To 
Resident Seminarian

Court Our Lady #2337 in Dallas, Texas, presented 
the second of two $500 checks to Ivan Asencio, 

the court’s resident seminarian. The court held two ta-
male sales to raise the funds. Ivan has been the court’s 
resident seminarian at Mary Immaculate Church since 
September, 2010.

Ivan, left, receives the check from Regent Diane Starnes.
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Wisconsin Courts Visit Shrine

T hree Wisconsin courts 
joined together for a 

visit to the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Good Help; Court 
Allouez #461 in Neenah/
Menasha; Court Ave Maria
#1011 in Appleton; and
Court Pere Marquette #1058
in Sturgeon Bay. Spouses 
and friends joined the 
Catholic Daughters. During
the visit, the Wisconsin 
courts acquired two new 
members.

The group pauses together during their Shrine visit.

New York Court Celebrates Ordination of Adopted Seminarian 

On Saturday, June 25, 2011, Rev. Richard John 
Mary Mastrogiacomo, a seminarian support-

ed by Court Ave Maria #832 of St. Joseph Parish in 
Kings Park, New York, was ordained to the priest-
hood. The Rite of Ordination, also known as the 
Sacrament of Holy Orders, was celebrated at St. 
Agnes Cathedral in Rockville Centre, New York. 
The next day Father Richard celebrated his first 
Mass at St. Joseph Parish surrounded by family 
and many friends. A reception followed. Through-
out the year the court had provided Father Richard 
with financial assistance, prayers and a spiritual 
bouquet offering rosaries, Masses, communions, 
chaplets and novenas. 

Members of Court Ave Maria gather around Father Richard 
at the reception to receive First Blessings from him.
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Virginia Juniors Celebrate First Anniversary With Pilgrimage

On June 13, 2011, members of 
Junior Court Kavanaugh #54 

in Alexandria, Virginia celebrated 
their first anniversary with a pilgrim-
age to the National Shrine Grotto of 
Our Lady of Lourdes in Emmitsburg, 
Maryland. Emmitsburg is also the 
home of the National Shrine of Saint 
Elizabeth Ann Seton and Mount 
Saint Mary’s College and Seminary.

The day began with Mass celebrat-
ed by Junior Court Chaplain Rev. Den-
nis Kleinmann in Saint Mary’s Chapel 
on the hill. This was followed by visits 
to the Grotto Cave and the Corpus 
Christi Chapel, and outdoor Stations 
of the Cross. Juniors, their mothers and 
accompanying senior members enjoyed 
a buffet lunch served by the seminary 
café staff. The afternoon included a 
guided tour of the Basilica of the Na-
tional Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann 
Seton and the “Stone House,” Saint 
Elizabeth’s first permanent home.

Members of Junior Court #54 in the front, center, are joined on the left side by, left to right, JCDA leader Colette Shotton, Court 
Kavanaugh Regent Helen Lynch and Virginia First Vice State Regent Elizabeth Scheuren.  In the back, right side, second from 
the right, Lisa Bright, JCDA mother; and back, center, Court Chaplain Rev. Dennis Kleinmann.

Massachusetts Juniors Meet Miners

Members of JCDA Court St. 
Joan of Arc in Framingham, 
Massachusetts, were treated 
to the company of two of the 
Chilean miners who became 
world famous for surviving 
a long underground ordeal 
after the coal mine they 
were working in collapsed.  
The miners were hosted in the Framingham, Massachusetts home of Angel 
and Nilda Vadalia, parents of JCDA member Valerie Vadalia.  They visited for 
a week, during which they saw a Red Sox baseball game in Fenway Park 
and were guests at an English as a Second Language dinner.  In the photo 
are, left to right, JCDA court member Lauren Mendes, miner Florcais Andres, 
Valerie Vadalia, miner Omar Reygadas and Massachusetts State Regent and 
JCDA Advisor Connie Pagan.

Illinois Court Announces
Leadership Awards 

At the Mother-Daughter Banquet on May 3, 2011, Court Our Lady of 
Fatima #2555 in Pawnee, Illinois, presented the court’s leadership 
awards for outstanding seniors.  In the photo, Regent Hannah Davis, 
center, stands with leadership award winners Marilynn Fitzpatrick, 
left and Drew Tavenor, right.
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✝ Fully mirrored music box, 

hand-crafted of beveled 

glass with elegant etched 

designs on four sides 

✝ Intricately detailed,

silvery sculptural

cross crowns the lid 

✝ Elegantly etched message:

“I Am With You Always” 

adorns the front

✝ Included original poetry 

card movingly expresses 

your faith 

✝ Hand-numbered with 

Certifi cate of Authenticity

A Masterpiece Mirrors
 the Beauty of Faith

This limited-edition music box is an 
exquisite work of art and a meaningful 
expression of faith. It is available 
exclusively from The Bradford Exchange, 
but only while supplies last.  Order now 
at the issue price of $49.99*, payable in 
two installments of $24.99, with the fi rst 
payment due before shipment.  To reserve 
your music box, send no money now.  Your 
purchase is backed by our unconditional, 
365-day money-back guarantee with no 
risk.  The edition is limited to just 95 fi ring 
days, and strong demand is expected. So 

don’t miss out! Return the Reservation
application now.
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Shimmering silvery 
fi nishes enhance the

graceful design
of the cross 

©2011 The Bradford Exchange
 All rights reserved   Printed in U.S.A.

01-13739-001-EI

www.bradfordexchange.com/religious

God’s Love is a True Refl ection Of Faith, Hope, and Peace
A precious gift to Cherish, A salvation to all those who Seek
When you look into this Mirror, God’s Grace you will fi nd
For the Heart of God’s Love Is in Your Body, Soul, and Mind.

INCLUDES A POEM CARD!

YES.  Please reserve the “Refl ections of God’s Love” 
Mirrored Music Box for me as described in this announcement. 
Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly

*Plus a total of $8.99 shipping and service. Limited-edition presentation restricted to 95 
fi ring days. Please allow 2-4 weeks after initial payment for shipment.  Sales subject to 
product availability and order acceptance. 

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City

State                               Zip

01-13739-001-E50381

©2011 BGE  01-13739-001-BI

9345 Mi lwaukee Avenue ·  Ni les,  IL 60714-1393

RESERVATION APPLICATION        SEND NO MONEY NOW

“Refl ections of God’s Love” 
Mirrored Music Box

Plays the melody
“The Lord’s Prayer”

Shown smaller than actual size of about 4½" L x 4" H 

01_13739_001_BI.indd   1 7/26/11   5:18:12 PM



�� Share Magazine  •  Fall 2011

FocusOnYouth

Catholic Daughter Granddaughter Crowns 
Blessed Mother

Court St. Rose of Lima 
#6 in Carroll, Iowa, 

held its May Crowning 
on May 5, at Holy Spirit 
Church. Crowning the 
Blessed Virgin Mary was 
Kaylee Schulte, daughter
of Ann and Peter Schulte
and granddaughter of
court member Agnes 
Schulte. Mass was cel-
ebrated by Rev. Tim 
Boekelman, followed by a 
mother-daughter supper.

Kaylee Schulte during the crowning ceremony with Father Boekelman.

Arizona Institutes New Junior Court

Junior Court St. Cecilia #2632 in Marana, Arizona, was instituted by Arizona 
State Regent Susan Mone. State Chaplain Rev. Abran Tadeo, the new court’s 

chaplain, assisted with the institution and celebrated a special Mass on Sunday af-
ternoon at St. Christopher’s Parish, where he is pastor.  Court Blessed Mother Teresa 
of Calcutta #2632 in Marana, Arizona, is the junior court’s sponsor.  It was a double 
celebration for the courts since Court Blessed Mother Teresa commemorated its 
one-year anniversary in conjunction with the junior court institution.

Left to right are
Arizona State Regent 
Susan Mone, Abigail 
Madrid, secretary, 
Herika Duarte, trea-
surer, Araceli Islas, 
president, and Kiara
Sanchez, vice president.

Oregon Contest
Winners Show 
Inspiring Generosity

The April 11th meeting of 
Court Holy Rosary #1386 in 

McMinnville, Oregon, included 
education contest winner awards 
and a presentation by Jeanne 
Wirech of the charitable organi-
zation Show Mercy International.  
Jeanne spoke of a devastating situ-
ation in Uganda in which a new 
well to generate clean water was 
needed, at a cost of $11,000.

Jeanne’s presentation touched 
the hearts of young contest win-
ners.  After receiving his award, 
fourth-grader Peyton Dorsh of-
fered to donate his prize winnings 
to Uganda.  Three other contest 
winners followed suit. Someone 
then agreed to match the $55 do-
nated by the students.  A mother 
of one of the children said, “This 
is why I send my child to St. James 
Catholic School.” 

Left, Mike Salley, founder of Show 
Mercy International with Lori Salley, 
right. Between them, the children who 
donated their awards to Uganda, left to 
right areTommy Douglass, Cole Stritzke, 
Savanna Weeks and Peyton Dorsh.
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YES.  Please reserve the “Family of Love” 

bracelet for me with the names indicated at left.  

(Limited to 10 names, 10 letters per name).

    25_B_I_V = Live Area: 7 x 10, 7x10 Master_Installment, Vertical
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Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City

State                          Zip

E-mail (optional)

01-10678-001-E50381

P.O. Box 806  Morton Grove, IL  60053-0806

RESERVATION APPLICATION        SEND NO MONEY NOW
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 3. ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___

 4. ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___

 5. ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___

 6. ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___

 7. ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___

 8. ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___

 9. ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___

10. ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___

Please list names (up to 10) in the order you would like them to 

appear. Names will be engraved on the links from left to right, 

and centered on the bracelet.

LIMITED-TIME OFFER
Reservations will be accepted on a
 fi rst-come-fi rst-served basis. 

Respond as soon as possible to 
reserve your bracelet.

Charms shown actual size

A Fine Jewelry Exclusive from 
The Bradford Exchange

Celebrate the Gift of Family with
Sparkling Ribbons of Love

The brilliance of genuine diamonds radiates in a beautiful 
presentation of the love you cherish most. Introducing 
the exclusive “Family of Love” Personalized Diamond 
Bracelet—a celebration of the most precious bond of all!

Personalized with the Names of Your Choice

Exquisitely hand-crafted, this stunning bracelet features 10
genuine diamonds set between wave-shaped links plated in 
gleaming sterling silver with 24K gold-plated accents.  You 
create a special keepsake by personalizing your bracelet with 
up to 10 elegantly engraved names.  The bracelet is adjustable 
from 7” to 8” and features a 24K gold and silver plated heart 
charm at the clasp.

A Remarkable Value ... 
Available for a Limited Time

The “Family of Love” Personalized Diamond Bracelet is 
a remarkable value at $119,* payable in 4 installments of 
just $29.75 each, and backed by our unconditional 120-day 
guarantee.  To reserve, send no money now; just mail the 
Reservation Application.  Don’t miss out on this Bradford 
Exchange exclusive—order today!

FREE

Personalized Engraving

��

Shimmering Sterling Silver Plating

and 24K Gold Plating

Each member of the family... 

as precious as a diamond!

Arrives in a custom 

case with gift box and Certifi cate 

of Authenticity

PERSONALIZED DIAMOND BRACELET

��

10 Genuine 

Diamonds

Shown

Actual Size

Shown with 
4 names engraved

*Plus a total of $9.98 for shipping and service. 

Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of your jewelry 

after we receive your initial deposit. Subject to 

product availability and order acceptance.

©2011 BGE     Printed in U.S.A.   01-10678-001-BIU2www.bradfordexchange.com/family
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Texas Court Announces Scholarship
Award Recipients

I n the past 12 months, Court Our Lady of the Bluebonnets #2268 in 
Ennis, Texas, has provided 18 educational scholarships to highly quali-

fied and deserving college-bound students. The court raises funds from its 
local annual scholarship fund-raising program, which often includes a quilt 
raffle, memorial tributes and donations from members. The scholarship 
applicant’s criteria is based on the student’s grade point average, church 
and community involvement and a written essay. Each student must be 
sponsored by at least one CDA member.  The amount of each scholarship 
is based on a percentage of the criteria met by each student, as determined 
by the scholarship committee. 

Scholarship recipients among the 
senior graduating class of 2011, 
standing, left to right,  are Nathan 
Puente (front), Curtis Tekell (back), 
Seth Zhanel, Dylan Honza (center), 
Adam Martinek and Justin Taylor.  
Seated, left to right, are Paige 
Slovacek and Bethany Prachyl.

New Junior Court in New York

Court Rita #264 in Cornwall-on-
Hudson, New York, instituted a 

junior court with 14 charter members 
on June 11, 2011. The charter mem-
bers are Isabelle McDonald, Kayla 
Moschetti, Stella Di Cocco, Francesca 
Moschetti, Veronica Gilman, Patricia 
Whelan, Michelle Sarubbe, Johanna 
Caufaglione, Elizabeth Davis, Mary 
Margaret Kelly, Darcy Conley, Eliza-
beth Conley, Dierdra Fay and Megan 
Fay.  Nine of the 14 new members at-
tended the Institution Mass celebrated 
by Rev. Dennis Dinan of St. Thomas 
of Canterbury Parish.  Members of 
Court Rita also attended, as did visit-
ing members from New York courts in 
Monroe and Port Jervis.

Nine of the 14 new JCDA charter members gather outside St. Thomas of Canterbury Church after the Institution Mass.  Present in support of the new 
Juniors are, from left to right, New York Second Vice State Regent Heather Rave, Rev. Dennis Dinan, Senior Court Advisor Karin Caufaglione, State Regent 
Penny Martin, Past National Regent Rayola McLaughlin and National Secretary-Treasurer Helene Shepard.  Photo: Ken Cashman, The Cornwall Local.

North Carolina Court Presents 
Education Awards

Court Charlotte #1199 in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
presented awards to students of Our Lady of the 
Assumption school for their participation in the 
2010-2011 Education Contest. Everyone who entered 
received a certificate of participation, and first place 
winners were awarded a certificate of achievement 
and a Rosary. In the photo are first place winners Alex 
Phan, Gabriella Frias and Christiana Westbrook, with 
Education Chairperson Madeleine McGuinness.
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This exclusive bag, created of faux leather in a rich terra cotta hue, is decorated 
with seven interlocking squares, each bearing a Christian symbol. Featuring a star, 
water, cross, praying hands, Ichthus fi sh, dove and lily, these seven treasured icons 
celebrate the blessings of faith. 

The “Inspirations of Faith” Handbag is not only a meaningful expression 
of your beliefs, but a fashionable wardrobe essential. The zippered bag secures 
your belongings within the fabric-lined interior and spacious pockets. Its soft 
construction makes it comfortable to carry and stylish. The crowning touch is 
a detachable golden cross charm with a sparkling faux jewel. Imported.

Exceptional value; satisfaction guaranteed
Strong demand is expected, so act now to acquire your “Inspirations of Faith” 
Handbag at the $69.95* issue price, payable in three convenient installments 
of $23.32 each. Your satisfaction is assured with our 90-day money-back 
guarantee. Strong demand could limit availability of the exclusive bag so don’t 
risk disappointment; return the Reservation Application today before this 
opportunity slips away!

YES. Please reserve the “Inspirations of Faith” Handbag for me 
as described in this announcement. Please Respond Promptly

*Plus $9.99 shipping and service. Please allow 4-8 weeks after initial payment for shipment. 

Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance.

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.

                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                                   State                  Zip

E-Mail (Optional)

01-09721-001-E50381

Price
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❏
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❏

Tracking
Code

❏
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Shipping
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9345 Mi lwaukee Avenue ·  Ni les,  IL 60714-1393

RESERVATION APPLICATION                 SEND NO MONEY NOW

©2011 The Bradford Exchange     All rights reserved.     Printed in U.S.A.      01-09721-001-BI

Carry a beautiful expression of faith

www.bradfordexchange.com/faithbag

A Bradford Exchange 
Exclusive Design!

The

Inspirations
of Faith

Handbag

Actual size approx. 
16" wide x 10" tall

Detachable 
golden cross 

charm with faux 
jewel hangs from 

a golden chain

Soft faux leather bag
is both stylish and 
comfortable to carry

        �

Christian symbols 
stitched and framed

        �

Double straps, 
zippered closing

        �

Fabric lining with
two interior pocket

Handbag

01_09721_001_BI.indd   1 12/1/10   5:25:39 PM
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It was a perfect day of 70 degrees with a fl awless sky as I en-
tered the offi ce at 10 W. 71st St. on September 11, 2001. I 
wasn’t in the offi ce too long when I received a phone call.

 “Peggy, please tell Irene that I’m OK and I am trying to 
fi nd my way home, I have to go.” The phone rang two seconds 
later and a voice at the other end was crying, “Please tell my 
Mom I’m trying to fi nd a way to get home.”
 I asked what was going on and was told that “a plane just 
hit the World Trade Center (WTC).” By the time I found the 
TV and had it hooked up, the second plane was about to hit the 
second tower. I couldn’t believe my eyes. By this time the entire 
staff was in and watching. The phones started ringing off the 
hook to see if we were all OK. How far are you from the WTC? 
people asked. We are located 8.4 miles from the WTC. We all 
continued watching and I was trying to fi gure out if we should 
stay in the offi ce, try to make it home somehow or fi nd a hotel 
room. Needless to say all hotel rooms were taken, and it was 
impossible to drive my car home at this point since everyone was 
walking over the bridge.
 Some of the staff members decided to walk and others 
decided to wait it out at the offi ce. We watched the TV all day 
in disbelief. We heard the news that one plane hit the penta-
gon and one plane that was headed for the White House failed 
because the passengers decided to fi ght back. These courageous 
Americans, after hearing of the other attacks on the World Trade 
Center and the Pentagon, decided they were not going to ac-

cept a similar fate. The passengers tried to regain control of the 
aircraft. “Let’s Roll” was the battle cry of these passengers. That 
plane crash landed near Shanksville, Pennsylvania, killing all the 
passengers and the four hijackers.
 About 3:00 PM I decided to be brave and attempt the 
drive home. Little to my surprise, I think I was the only one 
left in the city. There wasn’t a car in sight. It was the eeriest 
feeling driving down Fifth Avenue with no one else around. 
When we arrived at the Queensboro Bridge (59th St. Bridge) 
there was still no one around. We were able to look down the 
river to see where the Twin Towers used to stand. The odor of 
death was in the air and we could see the smoke billowing up 
from the site.
 New York never stands still. But it did on that day. Peo-
ple were sitting on curbs, wandering on the streets, confused 
and frightened. They were trying to grasp what had happened 
and what they were going to do. The outpouring of love for 
“thy neighbor” was evident that day. Everybody was trying to 
help anyone who needed it. It was a time of unity amongst the 
people of New York and an outpouring of love for all those 
who came to help us.
 In the days, weeks and months after the attack, 9/11 re-
sponders worked diligently at the site of the WTC trying to re-
cover the remains of those missing. We would watch every day 
as the count continued to rise. It was an agonizing time for those 
who waited for DNA results and for the many who never had 

Peggy O’Brien’s Memories

The Day New York Stood Still: 10 Years Later

Above: Aftermath of the attack; and at left
the Winter 2001-02 Share cover.

The Day New York Stood Still: 10 Years Later
Remembering 9/11

The Day New York Stood Still: 10 Years Later

By	Peggy	O’Brien	and	Mary	Impellizeri
Executive	Director	and	Administrative	Assistant

Photos	by	Williiam	C.	Duffy
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the chance for closure. My neighbor’s son, Christopher Santora, 
was the youngest fi refi ghter to lose his life. His body was origi-
nally misidentifi ed and he was buried as someone else. They had 
to exhume his body and rebury him. The parents of the other 
fi refi ghter were devastated.
 For New Yorkers as well as everyone else our lives changed 
after 9/11. We cannot go on a plane without all the security fac-
tors that have been put in place. We look at our fellow passengers 
in a different way than we did before 9/11. We tend to look over 
our shoulders more often. We are suspicious of everything that 
goes on around us these days. We feel that the subways, bridges 
and tunnels are no longer safe.
 Almost 10 years later on Sunday, May 2, 2011, Navy Seals 
killed Osama bin Laden: the man responsible for killing nearly 
3,000 people at the World Trade Center and the passengers of 
fl ight 93 that crashed in Shanksville. He received a proper Mus-
lim burial and his body was placed into the sea. Many family 
members of those killed at the WTC were upset over this since 
their loved ones were still in the Fresh Kills garbage dump on 
Staten Island. Several people wished that Osama’s body had been 
cremated and placed at the Fresh Kills site.
 Al Qaeda is still out there and we have a lot of work to 
do. Their leader is no longer able to give directions or plans for 
future attacks against people of the free world, but we cannot 
let our guard down. We must continue our resolve to capture 
anyone who is out to harm innocent victims. 

On September 11, 2001, I was working as a teaching 
assistant in an elementary school computer lab. While 
I was setting up the computers for the students, a col-

league of mine arrived at school and asked if we had a televi-
sion to look at. She had just heard on the car radio that a 
plane hit one of the World Trade Center Towers. I immediately 
thought of the story of the B25 bomber that hit the Empire 
State Building in 1945.
 I went to one of the meeting rooms, plugged the tele-
vision into the cable box and turned on NBC. The “Today 
Show” was broadcasting and Ann Curry was showing the fi re 
at the Tower from the WNBC traffi c helicopter… then we saw 
another plane hit the second Tower.
 Teachers who had family members in the New York Police 
or Fire Departments soon came into the room to see what was 
happening. They could not get any cell phone service to check 
on them. When the buildings began to fall, a newly married 
teacher, with her husband in the fi re department and her father 
and brother in the police department, could not believe what 
she was seeing and kept asking me, “Do you think everyone got 
out?” All I could do was try to comfort her.
 I called my sons and asked the secretaries to pass along 
a message that they meet me at my school when they were dis-
missed. I tried to call my daughter at her college in Connecticut 
but there was no service. My sons arrived safely but my daugh-
ter could not get through to me on my cell phone. The cell 

Mary Impellizeri’s Memories

The Day New York Stood Still: 10 Years Later

Above: World Trade Center Memorial
under construction. Mary Impellizeri’s Memories Mary Impellizeri’s Memories
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towers were located on top of the World Trade Center.
 Families started arriving at my school to take their chil-
dren home. The principal asked if I would help make use of the 
“Emergency” cards that the students bring at the beginning of 
the year. We called every parent or guardian asking that they 
meet their child at the bus stop. If we could not get a parent 
on the phone, the child stayed at school until the parent was 
contacted. I volunteered to ride one of the bus routes to be sure 
there was someone to take the children.
 Since I live more than 20 miles from Manhattan, I knew 
we were safe for the moment. My daughter was fi nally able to 
get in touch with us when they switched telephone service to 
New Jersey. My husband and I just sat with our sons next to us, 
staring at the television all night.
 While I was still employed at the elementary school, a 
Patriot Day service was held around our school’s fl agpole on 
the anniversary of the attacks. It’s amazing to think that the 
children who attend that school today were not even born yet 
when this tragedy occurred.
 I lost childhood friends, CDA friends lost their sons, 
and neighbors lost their uncles. There were many Memorial 
Masses to attend and our neighbors erected a candle memo-
rial outside one of the fi rehouses. Women in the neighborhood 
light these candles every night. We hold an annual Patriot Day 
Ceremony there on the anniversary of 9/11.
 Now that I work at the national headquarters, I wasn’t 
feeling too scared to take the Long Island Railroad or New 
York City subways. I felt confi dent that any trouble caused by 
Al Qaeda was being crushed before it began. It still bothers 
me to see soldiers, police and the National Guard patrolling 
the rails and stations. Now with the death of bin Laden, the 

campaign in New York City that began after 2001 of “If you 
see something, say something” is being used more often. If I see 
anything suspicious I do speak up. I do not want to see anyone 
else harmed by terrorists.
 Though the memories of that day from us are not the 
only ones from the staff at the national offi ce, these horrifying 
events changed our lives, the lives of our friends, the way we 
travel, how aware we are of those around us, and the lives of 
people all over our country and our world. Let us not forget 
that we have persevered against hatred and terror. It is in the 
honor of our fallen friends and family members that we con-
tinue to do so despite any heartless act.

“Let us pray so that the ‘culture of love’ may be established
 all over the world.” — Pope John Paul II (9/11/01)

CDA 9/11 Commemorative Shirts

 Thank you to all those members 
who purchased the Catholic Daugh-
ters’ 9/11 remembrance polo shirt. 
This red polo shirt is available from 
the national offi ce and its Website 
store. It can be worn every year on the 
9/11 anniversary. This artwork shows 
the emblem on the front. The back has the quotation 
from Pope John Paul II that appears in this article. Since 
the State Offi cers Conference in July the national offi ce 
has sold more than 500 commemorative shirts. 

Remembering the fi rst responders. Rebuilding Ground Zero and the new Freedom Tower.
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Dear Catholic Daughters of the Americas,

Contributions from your National Headquarters office and many local councils have enabled 
Morality In Media to lead a vigorous national effort against pornography and indecency for 
49 years. We’ve increased the pressure immensely in the past two years and are beginning 
to see the tide turn.
We need your continued financial help and volunteer support. Please join us today at:
grassroots@pornharms.com

Sincerely,

Patrick Trueman, President & CEO
1100 G Street NW #450, Washington, DC 20005

© DESIGN4 MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS

Patrick Trueman, President & CEO
1100 G Street NW #450, Washington, DC 20005



22 Share Magazine  •  Fall 2011

Left: 1903 Society Perpetual Membership Plaque. Photos above (dried out wooden window frames, water damage from 
roof and front wall separation) show three examples of extreme building deterioration in desperate need of restoration.

Aging building needs major repairs

National Headquarters
Needs Your Help
By	Helene	Shepard
National	Secretary-Treasurer

Our national office, as many of you know, is a beautiful building in an historic part 

of New York City. She is a grand old lady, but time has taken a toll on her.

 In an effort to maintain and preserve this treasure, a new 
plan for the 1903 Society has been devised. This was fi rst present-
ed at Belleville to all the state offi cers. It has been sent out in the 
September Quarterly where you will fi nd the details of the plan 
and the application.
 We are asking the state courts, local courts, and individual 
members as well to choose one of the following pledges: 
 •  36 payments of $52.86, over a three-year period for a total of 

$1,903; or 
 •  60 payments of $31.71 over a fi ve-year period for a total of 

$1,903; and fi nally
 •  120 payments of $15.85 over a 10 year period for a total of 

$1,903.
 With the fi rst payment you will receive a 1903 Society 
membership card and from then on, yearly statements. In addi-
tion, with the fi nal payment you will receive a certifi cate in recog-
nition of your pledge and a 1903 pin.
 Pick a payment level that fi ts you and sign up. This is open 
to state courts, local courts and individual members. It would be a 
wonderful memorial for a loved one or a thoughtful gift in honor 
of an outgoing offi cer.
 Although the pledges are relatively small, the benefi ts to 
the 1903 Society can be outstanding. Building repairs are costly, 

and the society is dedicated to keeping up with them.
 If 100 courts choose Plan 1, the yearly outcome could 
reach $63,432. If 100 courts choose Plan 2, the yearly outcome 
would be $38,052. If 100 courts choose Plan 3, they would 
generate $19,020 with a total of $120,504 each year. In 10 
years, if all the pledges are satisfi ed the sum will reach a grand 
total of $1,205,040.
 Imagine what we can do when we all get behind this 
program. We can do it, ladies! We will do it.
 Does your state have a state chairman for this project? 
Does your local court have a court chairman for this project? 
Please check this out at your next meeting. If not, maybe this 
would be your opportunity to step up to the plate to champion 
this most deserving project.

If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact me:

Helene Shepard
National 1903 Chairman 
P.O. Box 455
Washingtonville, NY 10992
845-496-9213
239-293-3150 cell

 Helene Shepard
 National 1903 Chairman 
 P.O. Box 455
 Washingtonville, NY 10992
 845-496-9213
 239-293-3150 cell
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 Each new month can provide 
you with inspiration for creating 
wonderful opportunities for those 
who are usually busy being Mar-
tha to experience the joy of being 
Mary as they take time to sit at 
the feet of Jesus.
 October is the Month of 
the Rosary. Invite your members 
to meet one afternoon, maybe on 
Catholic Daughter Sunday, to place 
their petitions in a bowl and then to 
walk with Mary as they pray the Rosary.  
Be creative; make a Rosary path or have 
participants pick up flowers as they recite 
the prayers of the Rosary. They can place the 
fl owers on the altar after the Rosary. The 
petitions can then be destroyed after 
the Rosary, or each member can take 
a couple home to continue interced-
ing for her CDA sisters’ needs. Mary 
is a wonderful prayer partner, and as 
our patroness and the Mother of Jesus, 
she is a powerful intercessor.
 With the feasts of All Saint’s Day, All Soul’s Day, and 
Thanksgiving, November is the month to remember and to be 
grateful. Consider a Corporate Communion Sunday followed by 
a breakfast or luncheon in honor of the members of your court 
who have died. Ask permission of the celebrant to read their 
names during Mass and to pray for them in a special way.  At 
the gathering, put up their pictures or pull out scrapbooks that 
highlight their contributions and achievements. One of the great 
gifts of belonging to an Order such as ours is that our sisters are 
never really gone and are certainly never forgotten. They will 
have our prayers always, and we can ask for their prayers as we 
seek to hear God’s voice and to serve Him.
 As we move into December, ensure that your members 
prepare for the real gift of Christmas—the gift of Emmanuel—

God with us. Give them the oppor-
tunity to prepare their hearts for 
Jesus’ coming. Consider bringing 
in a speaker for a day or week-
end retreat. A retreat is not an 
overwhelming project when you 
think of it as just an opportunity 
for your members to retreat or 
step back from their everyday lives 

to concentrate more fully on God. 
If there are other courts in your area, 

pool your resources so that you can send 
out invitations, provide refreshments, 

pay for the expenses of your speaker, and 
copy handouts. In most communities, there 

are many speakers available who will speak on
 a variety of topics for little or no fee. Your court 

chaplain might serve as a speaker or might be able to 
suggest the name of someone else who will speak. Your 
diocese might keep a list of recommended speakers. Se-

cure a date as soon as possible and get the word out so 
members will reserve the day. There are two keys to a suc-

cessful retreat: give your speaker a clear idea of the needs and 
interests of your members and build in time for private refl ection 
and prayer. It is exciting to listen to a gifted speaker, but the real 
retreat Master is Jesus, and we want to give Him a chance to 
speak with each participant privately.
 If I can be of help in planning 
your spiritual activities, please contact 
me. Whether you are organizing a day 
speaker, a rosary walk, or a weekend 
retreat, the important thing is to help 
our members realize that we do what we 
do because of who we are—Daughters 
of God. Our reward for spending time 
with Him will be the peace that comes 
from knowing that we are loved and 
that in all we do, God is with us. Olga Samaniego

Opportunities to deepen faith

Sitting at the Feet of Jesus
By	Olga	Samaniego
Spiritual	Enhancement	Chairman

I am sure you have been making the most of the time you have during your meetings 

for your members to pray and to experience God together. You will also, however, 

want to create more extended spiritual activities that will allow your members time 

for meditation and reflection. 
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 Our courts need to be willing and ready to look at change, 
not to resist but rather embrace change. Change can come from 
the gifts a new member can give to each of our courts through 
new energy and talents not yet tapped. 
 Once we are open to change, we can begin to innovate. 
Yes, pay attention to the history which has helped us to be recog-
nized as one of the largest Catholic women’s organizations in the 
world, but seek new ideas, new ways of supporting our Church, 
our communities and humanity that others will see and seek to 
join. In so doing we can help create the future of our organiza-
tion.
 Our leadership can set goals and develop the vision; we, 
the current members, are a necessary link in helping to welcome 
new members into our Order, thus enabling our courts to con-
tinue the goals and to reach the vision set forth.

 If we keep a positive attitude and an optimistic outlook we 
will turn our vision of an increase in membership into a reality. But, 
it will take all of us being willing to look at one little word, DO. Are 
you willing to DO it? Will you invite a 
friend to join the CDA?
 It has been said that ideals are 
like stars, you cannot touch them with 
your hands. 
 If we are to achieve our goals 
and ideals we must reach for the stars 
and believe we can succeed. Have the 
courage to say, “I can DO it, I know I 
can do it!” Be the light that guides oth-
ers to join the CDA. For “With God all 
things are possible.” (Matthew 19:26)

Embracing change

Let Your Lights Shine,
Let Us Do It for Membership
By	Letty	M.	Calvetti
Second	Vice	National	Regent,	Membership	Chairman

L et your lights shine, be willing to look at embracing change, innovation, styles of 

leadership and letting the light come in. Let us DO it for membership.

Letty M. Calvetti

Have You Moved? Is Your Mailing Label 
Incorrect? If so, please notify your court’s 
financial secretary and the CDA Nation-
al Headquarters. Send the mailing label 
showing your old address along with 
your new address to: Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas, 10 West 71st St., New 
York, N.Y. 10023

Name 
Address
City State          Zip 

Attach mailing label here.

DID YOU KNOW that the cost for every  
Share Magazine that

is returned to us due to an incorrect address is $.94 (.50 return postage due plus an
additonal .44 to find out what the correct address is)?  It is imperative that all changes of 
address are sent to us when they occur.  If you are a snowbird, perhaps you could ask 
your local post office to hold the Share magazine along with all your other periodical  
mail for your return.

This would save CDA more than $4,100.00 per year.
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Many of you have already given to our organization 
through your service to the people of God. You have been avail-
able and therefore you have served. You have put your trust in 
God and that is to serve. You are compassionate and have forgiven 
others and in so doing you have served. You have celebrated the 
Eucharist and that is to serve. We have also learned that to serve 
is always to share what we have been given. That is why serving 
always follows upon loving—because lovers always share the gifts 
that have been given to them.

Love is the foundation of service and service is expressed in 
deeds more than just words. But service cannot be restricted only 
to certain actions. You might say to yourself, I am willing to serve 
but am I worthy?

I say first, let your past deeds speak for themselves. In ad-
dition to the areas mentioned above, many of you have already 
demonstrated your desire and ability in a number of ways includ-
ing holding a state office.

Secondly, it is our belief that leadership skills can be learned 
and enhanced with practice. We have procedures and models in 
the “Tools of the Trade” and those around us to assist you as you 
take on new responsibilities.

Believe and know that you are worthy. Not only are you wor-

thy, but also CDA needs you. The future of our organization depends 
upon new faces, fresh ideas and a different perspective to bring vitality 
and life to our Order. The same people, doing the same jobs in the 
same way, are a prescription for the failure of any organization.

The next step is to get your resumé together and have it 
ready to send to the 2012 Nominating Committee. Follow the 
guidelines and meet the deadlines. We have many past and present 
officers and directors who would be more than willing to guide 
you and to assist you in preparing to step up to be a national of-
ficer or a national director.

Finally, I urge you to see the gift 
you will be giving to the Church, your 
sisters in CDA and also to yourself. You 
will realize your potential and grow as 
a Christian, a Catholic Daughter and a 
leader and your service will benefit our 
organization.

In the words of Everett Hale, “I 
am only one, but I am one. I cannot do 
everything, but I can do something. And 
I will not let what I cannot do interfere 
with what I can do.”

The answer is yes

I Am Willing to Serve But Am I Worthy?
By Helene Shepard
National Secretary-Treasurer, National Leadership Chairman

Y ou never know how high you are until you are called to rise. I am putting out the 

call to each of you to consider rising up to the national level in our organization.

Helene Shepard



 We defi nitely know in which section we’d never want 
our name to appear. I always look fi rst to see who I know that 
might be featured for a church or organizational activity.  Just 
like my local paper, your court newsletters need a variety of 
topics to appeal to the different interests of Catholic women, 
some of whom may not be members yet. 
 Some may ask, what benefi t is a newsletter 
to your court’s membership and its growth? 
Quoting Jesus, “Why light a lamp and 
hide it under a bushel basket?” Our 
mission statement directs us to 
promote justice, equality, human 
rights and human dignity. Your 
courts can spread the good 
news of Catholic Daughters 
using a multi-media approach. 
A newsletter is just one means 
to educate, challenge, inspire 
and encourage women to 
share their ideas, talents and 
time. The cost of printing a 
colorful newsletter with photos 
has led some courts to distrib-
ute their newsletter by e-mail or a 
website link.  Many members have 
access to the Internet and prospective 
members can learn more about your 
court if you are available on the web.
 Ask your chaplain, national supervisor, 
offi cers and Circle of Love chairmen to write articles. 
Their input expands the readers’ understanding of the vari-
ous levels of leadership, service, social and spiritual opportunities 
membership in Catholic Daughters affords. Invite local, Campus 
and JCDA courts to contribute articles about their activities to the 
state newsletter. The sharing of ideas promotes fresh approaches to 
recruiting new members, service projects and fund-raising.
 Featuring a special recipe from your state cookbook, add-
ing a touch of humor, and points of wisdom all spice up the 
pages. An events calendar keeps members aware of upcoming 
happenings and provides potential members with information 

about how CDA is involved in areas of concern involving our 
nation, our state and our local parishes. Many diocesan and local 
papers will publish Catholic Daughter photographs and articles 
if they are presented in the proper format as outlined by each 
publication. Special court events such as Installation of Offi cers, 

Reception of New Members and service projects are 
suitable articles for outside publications.

 Ask your parish and diocese if a 
link to your court newsletter could be 

added to their websites, and remember 
to submit to our own Share Maga-

zine. Prospective members want 
to know who we are, what we do, 
and how to contact us. Copies 
of your newsletter could be 
distributed after Mass, includ-
ed in a welcome packet for 
new parishioners and given to 
the Knights of Columbus to 
share with their wives.
  A newspaper docu-

ments current history and 
refl ects life.  Let your court’s 

story be front page news. Be 
proud enough of your efforts to 

submit your court’s newsletter to 
the state and national contests.  Per-

haps in the near future samples of the 
newsletter con-

test winners will be 
linked to our national website

www.catholicdaughters.org. Many 
of them already are because the state 
websites are linked to the national 
site. Share CDA’s accomplishments 
far and wide through the four W’s: 
Who, What, When and Where. Let’s 
follow our Lord’s direction to be a 
beacon on a hill and spread the good 
news of Catholic Daughters.

Communications tool educates, inspires

The Importance of Newsletters
By	Janet	Martineau
National	Director

M y local bi-weekly newspaper editors asked their readers which section they 

read first. Some said editorials, others sports, some local, state or national 

news, others the advertisements, comics, or police beat.

Janet Martineau
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 The conference began on Thursday with a social activity 
that provided everyone an opportunity to move around the room 
and meet new people. The National Board members were wear-
ing purple shirts with a smiley face that said “Positively CDA,” 
the theme of the State Offi cers Conference. This joviality set the 
tone for the rest of the conference, a positive experience in which 
everyone participated and worked together. 
 The conference featured an education forum, youth and 
newsletter awards, and a presentation by National Regent-Elect 
Anne Nelson entitled “What’s My Communication Style?” In 
this insightful address, participants were encouraged to evalu-
ate their communication styles as direct, spirited, considerate 
or systematic. Friday showcased a beautiful sea of ladies wear-
ing red in honor of our troops. Mass began with an inspira-
tional anointing service.  
 National Secretary-Treasurer Helene Shepard introduced 
a new approach to the 1903 Society, a 10-year plan for perpetual 
membership. The 1903 Society was formed to help with the up-
keep of our national offi ce building, which is located in a Histor-
ic District of New York City. Four states joined the 1903 Society 
at the conference. 
 There was also much to learn and share from our State 
Courts. There were several fun games to help build teamwork. 
At the request of National Membership Chairman Letty Cal-
vetti, several state regents shared their success stories for mem-
bership recruitment. The state offi cers’ jobs 
and descriptions session presented by First 
Vice National Regent Shirley Seyfried and 
myself was a great time to hear concerns 
and also some ideas on how to make the 
offi ces more effi cient and streamlined. 
 Legislation Chairs Margaret Sitte 
and Mary Ann Rowe gave an informative 
report. Margaret’s message was especially 
meaningful as she spoke about how we 
must not let the world change us or our be-
liefs in order to fi t in; rather we must stay 
true to what we really stand for.

 The new promotional Catholic Daughters’ DVD was 
screened. Don’t miss the opportunity to view this production as 
it is a wonderful tool to tell others about the Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas. The Membership and Extension 2011 DVD 
can be purchased from our National Offi ce or our online store at: 
www.catholicdaughters.org. National Director Olga Samaniego 
delivered very spiritual and uplifting prayer services and refl ec-
tions. Nevada State Regent Rosalie Gregorich shared that this 
is her fourth State Offi cer Conference and by far the best one 
she has ever attended. Three of our national directors were not 
able to attend because of health reasons. Delma Araiza, Maryann 

Grabasky and Julia Dolan were truly missed 
and are in our prayers. 
 In conclusion I would like to take 
a moment to let the membership in each 
state know that each of you is truly blessed 
in who you have elected for your state of-
fi cers. I found each of them to be dedicated 
to the Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
and greatly committed to their offi ces and 
to their members by doing the best that they 
can in sharing their talents and gifts. Thank 
you for allowing me to be a small part of this 
wonderful conference experience.

CDA promotional video screened   

State Offi cers Conference Stresses Teamwork
By	Emily	Guilherme
National	Director

A s the national officers, directors and National Chaplain Rev. Ed Lamp gathered 

at the beautiful grounds of The Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows in Belleville, 

Illinois, to welcome the state officers to the July 14–17, 2011 conference, it 

was wonderful to see that 33 states and one territorial court were represented.

National Regent Joanne Tomassi presenting award 
certifi cates to Maryland State Regent Nina Lindsey.

National Officers and National Chaplain with the newest perpetual 
members  of the 1903 Society.
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State Regents

Susan Moné
Arizona

Delia Funnell
Florida

Nina Lindsey
Maryland

Laura Doyle
Arkansas

Mary Russell
Idaho

Connie Pagan
Massachusetts

Dorothy Parrillo
California

Trini Cantu
Illinois

Marialice Sagan
Michigan

Maria Panther
Colorado

Rose Holschlag
Iowa

Nancy Bambenek
Minnesota

Gail Krasinski
Connecticut

Joice Stein
Louisiana

Mary Smith
Montana

®
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 Catholic Daughters of the Americas

State Regents Ruth Krumbach
Nebraska

Penny Martin
New York

Mary Saunders
Oregon

Judith L. Smith
Vermont

Rosalie Gregorich
Nevada

Sheila Storey
North Carolina

Margaret P. Novak
Pennsylvania

Christine Hyatt
Virginia

Linda Bergeron
New Hampshire

Renae Sticka
North Dakota

Marisol Peña Miranda
Puerto Rico

Charlene Dronen
Washington

Miriam Cicalo
New Jersey

Margi Oller
Ohio

Vickie Feist
South Dakota

Kathryn M. Sims
West Virginia

Agneda Casaus
New Mexico

Pat Holcomb
Oklahoma

Carolyn Malik
Texas

M. Susan Hicks
Wisconsin
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DELMA ARAIZA
I was not sure just what my role as na-
tional director would entail. What I did 
know was, I was going to be in the pres-
ence of women who were/are dedicated 
to continue a special connection to our 
Lord by showing love and mercy and liv-
ing our motto of Unity and Charity. Hats 
off to our national offi cers for their devo-
tion; they impart (with patience, I hope) 
needed experience to perform the position of national director 
effectively so we might play an important role for the Order.

JULIA DOLAN
It has been a pleasure meeting past 
state leaders. I am looking forward to 
working together exchanging ideas and 
ways for the good of our organization. 
The camaraderie from the fi rst meet-
ing was delightful, and a sisterhood has 
been created.

EMILY GUILHERME
As I look upon my journey over these 
last months on the National Board, I 
have at times felt overwhelmed, hoping 
that I would be able to do a good job 
serving this wonderful organization. 
But I have come to realize that Christ 
is there with me every step of the way, 
as long as I place my faith in Him.

MARY ANN KIZER
To be a Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas national director for Loui-
siana, Oklahoma, and Colorado has 
been an exciting experience. The state 
offi cers are dedicated, organized, and 
spiritually involved -- with plans for 
new membership. At the National 
Convention in Buffalo, New York, I 
shared my prayer, “To do God’s will, 
the way He wants it done, because He wants it done.” We can 

never really know if we are doing His will, but being a CDA 
national director has truly been a blessing from God.

SHERRY NILLES
What a wonderful organization fi lled 
with concerned, caring women who 
want to share the light of Catholic 
Daughters with all Catholic women. I 
see women who, even though they or 
their families are going through some 
trying times, think of their Catholic 
sisters always. Please help us spread the 
good news of CDA. I truly enjoy being 
involved and look forward to the second year of friendship and 
working together in Unity and Charity.

ARLINE RICH
To be appointed a national director of 
the Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
is an honor. The adventure of working 
with the National Executive Board, na-
tional directors and executive director 
is unbelievable. We eat, pray and work 
together with laughter, friendship and 
the goals of the Catholic Daughters. 
Listening and activating the work of 
the Catholic Daughters of the Americas in every court and 
state is an awesome responsibility.

OLGA SAMANIEGO
In July 2010, I understood that being 
elected to the office of national direc-
tor was a tremendous honor; I did not 
realize that it would also be such a joy. 
Since the convention, my life has been 
filled with hard work, deadlines, and 
new challenges. It has also been filled 
with new opportunities to serve, op-
portunities to visit new and interest-
ing places, and, most importantly, opportunities to make new 
and, I believe, enduring friendships. If these months are any 
indication, my term as national director will be a time I will 
treasure forever.

Excitement, challenges, blessings

New National Directors Reflect on
Their First Year of Service
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 Unfortunately, the Senate didn’t concur. While the orga-
nization masquerades as promoting women’s health by operat-
ing 860 clinics nationwide, it makes its money as the nation’s 
largest abortion provider.
 In her groundbreaking book Unplanned, Abby Johnson, 
a former Planned Parenthood clinic director, reveals the inner 
workings of the organization. When she fi rst became acquaint-
ed with Planned Parenthood at a college volunteer fair, John-
son said the recruiter made everything sound so helpful: “Our 
goal at Planned Parenthood is to make abortion rare. Women 
need to know their options so they can avoid unwanted preg-
nancy, don’t you think?”
 Only years later, after she had risen to clinic director 
and was under pressure to increase the number of abortions 
and boost the revenue stream did Johnson start to see the 
light. The moment of truth came one day when she was asked 
to help in an abortion by holding the ultrasound probe and 
watching the actual death of a 13-week unborn child. When 
she considered the ultrasound of her own daughter at that 
age, she was shaken to her core.
 She writes, “I’d just participated in a death. A death. 
Not a medical procedure. Not a surgical solution to a life 
problem. Not the valiant step of a woman exercising her right 
to make medical choices about her own body. The death of a 
helpless baby, a baby violently ripped away from the safety of 
the womb, sucked away to be discarded as biohazard waste.”
 Throughout her years of work at the abortion clinic, 
she was always struck by the faithful prayers of those outside 
the fence, especially Sister Marie Bernadette, whose presence, 
she said, “seemed to pervade the entire clinic every time she 
showed up at the fence.” Since her conversion, Johnson has 
become a dynamic pro-life advocate.
 Not only does Planned Parenthood provide abortions; 
it also has a radical sex education agenda, pushing compre-
hensive sex education on children and adolescents in the 
classroom and on the Internet. The website and seminars 
for teachers aim at breaking down minor children’s inhibi-
tions. After they encourage sexual activity, they send the 

young women to Planned Parenthood clinics for birth con-
trol without parental knowledge or consent. When the birth 
control fails, Planned Parenthood is there to make money 
on the abortions.
 This cycle is causing health problems for millions of 
American young people. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Preventions estimates that 19 million Americans catch a sexu-
ally transmitted disease (STD) each year. Half of the cases 
are in young people age 15 to 24. Many STDs, especially 
chlamydia, are linked to the enormous increase in infertility 
that has occurred in the last decade. Rather than liberating 
women, the lifestyle Planned Parenthood promotes actually 
harms women, leading them to a lifetime of medical treat-
ments and regret.
 Another recent Planned Parenthood exposé involved 
a pro-life volunteer with the group Live Action who posed 
as a pimp working in sex trafficking of minors. The group 
has video footage of him going to Planned Parenthood clinics 
in seven locations and receiving advice on how to hide the 
brothel operation.
 Lila Rose, president of Live Action, said, “This proves be-
yond a shadow of a doubt that Planned Parenthood intention-
ally breaks state and federal laws and covers up the abuse of the 
young girls it claims to serve. Time and time again, Planned Par-
enthood has sent young girls back into the arms of their abusers.” 
Throughout the past four years, her organization has documented 
many different aspects of corruption 
in Planned Parenthood.
 “What will it take for Congress 
to stop funding this abusive and cor-
rupt billion-dollar organization?” Rose 
asks. “What will it take for the Depart-
ment of Justice to launch a thorough 
investigation of Planned Parenthood’s 
sexual abuse cover-up and medical 
misinformation? What will it take 
for us, the American public, to say, 
‘Enough is enough!’”

Former clinic director turns pro-life

Planned Parenthood
Deceives Women
By	Margaret	Sitte
National	Legislative	Chairman

P lanned Parenthood has been making lots of headlines this year. In February, 

the United States House of Representatives voted to remove its annual 

$363 million in taxpayer funding.

Margaret Sitte



Illinois Court Celebrates
Centennial Anniversary

Officers and members of Court Madonna #148 in Springfield, Illinois, 
celebrated their centennial anniversary on June 11, 2011, exactly 
100 years from the day the court was instituted. Holy Mass for the 
living and deceased members of Court Madonna was concelebrated 
by Bishop Thomas John Paprocki and Msgr. John Ossola with Father 
Daren Zehnle and Deacon John Santos assisting. Catholic Daughter 
officers, court members, guests and Knights of Columbus gather 
during the ceremony.

Nebraska Court Celebrates
85th Anniversary

Court Little Flower #988 in Columbus, Nebraska, celebrated its 85th 
anniversary with a banquet at the Knights of Columbus Hall. Vice 
Regent Cathy Garbers was Mistress of Ceremonies and Regent Lois 
Kuta presented awards. Sixty-year members honored at Court Little 
Flower’s 85th Anniversary celebration: oval photos, left side: Florence 
Galley, top and Pauline Wiedel, bottom. Seated, left to right, Geraldine 
McKown, Irma Janicek and Margaret Witt. Oval photos, right side: 
Isabella Abbott, top and Elinor Viergutz, bottom.

New Jersey Court Celebrates 90 Years

Members of Court Fidelis #636 in Carteret, New Jersey, celebrated 
their 90th anniversary on April 10, 2011, with a banquet at the Holiday 
Inn. Rev. Edmund Shallow from Divine Mercy Parish opened the cer-
emony with an invocation. Past National Regent Grace DiCairano and 
New Jersey state officers addressed the gathering. Left to right are 
Miriam Cicalo, New Jersey state regent; Nancy Portland, state secre-
tary; Grace DiCairano, past national regent; Marian King, vice regent; 
Dolores Berardicelli, first vice state regent; and Alcona Hijack, regent.

An Active Year for Pennsylvania
Court Celebrating 90th Anniversary 

Court Our Lady of Victory #532 in Williamsport, Pennsylvania, 
celebrated its 90th anniversary by inducting 12 new members 
attributed to the Pennsylvania Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
Recruitment Program. The court’s banner is carried during the 
city’s annual Christmas Parade.
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New York Court Celebrates
100th Anniversary

Court St. Joseph #139 in Corning, New York, held its centennial 
anniversary celebration on May 14, 2011. Mass concelebrated by 
Father Lewis Brown and Father Anthony Breen was followed by a 
luncheon at the Radisson Hotel in Corning, New York.  Local and 
state officers join members of Court St. Joseph at the court’s 100th 
anniversary Mass. 

Virginia Court Celebrates 40 Years

Court Regina Coeli #2032 in Colonial Heights, Virginia,
celebrated its 40th anniversary with Mass, Crowning of the 
Blessed Mother ceremony and presentation of 40-year pins to 
charter members. Court Chaplain Father Lou Ruoff celebrated 
Mass and presided over the ceremonies. Back row, left to right 
are Past Regents Kathy Wilusz and Mary Blakely, current Regent 
Diane Flanagan, Past Regents Rita Bowman and Catherine Dubus 
(charter member). Front row, left to right are, Past Regents 
Jeaninne Beden, Hilda Rissel, Ollie Goodburn (charter member) 
and Shirley Blotkamp.

State Court Honors Pennsylvania
Officers At 100th Anniversary 

The Pennsylvania State Court recognized Past National Parliamentarian 
Pat Gildea as the state’s first Outstanding Catholic Daughter of the Year 
at its 100th Anniversary celebration, which was held in conjunction with 
Pennsylvania’s 49th Biennial Convention. At a May procession with Penn-
sylvania state officers, Pat crowned the Blessed Mother. At the opening 
banquet in period dress or wearing a vintage hat are, left to right, Peggy 
Guckin, Pennsylvania first vice state regent; Peg Rafferty, second vice 
state regent; Laraine McGinnis, immediate past state regent; Pat Gildea, 
past national parliamentarian and Outstanding Catholic Daughter of the 
Year; Shirley Hall, state secretary; and Margaret Novak, state regent. 

New York Court Celebrates
15th Anniversary

Members of Court St. Ann Mother of Mary #2419 in Washingtonville,
New York, celebrated their 15th anniversary by attending Mass as a 
group wearing their CDA sashes. Charter members at the celebration 
after receiving their 15-year pins.

Anniversaries



Knights of Columbus Help California
Court Celebrate 90 Years

Court San Luis Obispo #1162 in San Luis Obispo, California, 
honored its 90th anniversary with Mass celebrated by Rev. Braulio 
Valencia with Deacon Chuck Roeder. Members of Knights of Columbus 
Council #1271 4th Degree Honor Guard led the procession, following
Cathy Carwise who carried the Catholic Daughter “Unity and 
Charity” banner into the church. Court #1162 was joined for its 
anniversary celebration by members of Court Santa Maria #1079 
and Court La Purisima #1267. Knights of Columbus join Catholic 
Daughters at the altar.

New York Court Celebrates 90 Years

Court Mother Admirable 
#592 in Dannemora, 
New York, celebrated 
its 90th anniversary 
with an afternoon Mass 
followed by dinner in 
the parish hall. A history 
of the court was written 
by Eleanor Mayette and 
read by Bertha Pombrio 
after the homily. The 
unusual invitation to 
the 90th anniversary 
celebration, designed 
by member Beth Giroux, 
was “such a hit,” said 
member Anna Lucia.

California State Officers Join
Court’s 50-Year Celebration

Court Immaculata #1854 in San Diego, California, celebrated its 50th 
anniversary with Mass at St. Mary Magdalene Church celebrated by 
Court Chaplain Monsignor John Dickie. Mass was con-celebrated by 
Rev. Stephen McCall and Rev. Anthony May. Front row, left to right, are 
Joan Godfrey, Agnes Peterson, Rose Once, Charter Member Mildred 
Leonard, Mary Ann Armijo, Barbara Flynn, Marian Robinson, Mary 
Balelo, Doris Ronning and Mary Isadoro. Back row, left to right, are Del-
phine Jarvis, Dorothy Price, Geraldine Mottino, Rose Bucher, Rafaelito 
Lucero, Maria Wick and June Fixen.

Nebraska Court Celebrates 90 Years

Court St. Charles #472 in Lincoln, Nebraska, celebrated its 90th an-
niversary by awarding Certificates of Appreciation to three members 
with 50-plus years of service and 12 members with 40-plus years. 
In the photo, left to right, are certificate recipients Charlotte Kusy, 
Cecelia Sherman, Theresa Deffenbaugh, Dolores Young and Bonnie 
Watts, joined in the background by Court Chaplain Rev. Leo Seiker.

3� Share Magazine  •  Fall 2011

Anniversaries



The Catholic Daughters of the Americas 35

News&Notes

Maryland Court Holds May Procession and Crowning

Court St. Louis #2579 in Clarksville, Maryland, held its fifth May Procession 
and Blessed Mother Crowning on May 8, 2011, in the Social Hall of St. Louis 

Church in Clarksville. Monsignor Luca celebrated 12:45 P.M. Mass and presided over 
the ceremony. Knights of Columbus provided a color guard to lead the procession. 
Court members handed out flowers and programs to the families. The young group, 
under the direction of Paul Carroll, sang many beautiful hymns. Mary was crowned 
by Regent Carol Dunn.

Members of Court St. Louis #2579 and Monsignor Luca gather around the statue of the Blessed 
Mother during the May Crowning Ceremony at St. Louis Church.

Connecticut Court Holds Annual Baby Shower

Court All Saints #1435 in Somers, 
Connecticut, held its annual 

Baby Shower on April 19, 2011, 
to benefit the First Way of Life 

Center in Enfield, Connecticut. The 
center is a non-profit group that 

offers free services to women and 
girls who need assistance during 
pregnancy. In the photo, Catholic 
Daughter Joan Martinez displays 

one of the many much-needed 
items donated to the organization.

Alaska Court 
Receives Visit From 
South Dakota 

Whenever Jo Ann Schaefers of 
Court Our Lady of Fatima 

#1518 in Orient-Polo, South Da-
kota, and her husband Jack travel to 
Anchorage, Alaska, to spend time 
with their son’s family, Jo Ann gets 
together with members of Court St. 
Pius X #1866 in Anchorage for lunch 
or a meeting. She has maintained this 
tradition since 1984. Jo Ann, who is 
a past South Dakota state regent and 
national director, says, “It’s always 
so special because the Alaska courts 
rarely have visitors from the lower 48 
states.” Jo Ann’s recent visit was es-
pecially fortuitous because Court St. 
Pius is celebrating its golden anniver-
sary this year in October. 

Court St. Pius members Linda Fleener, left, 
and Marcy Adkins, right, enjoy visiting with 
Jo Ann Schaefers, center.

“Faith is a gift of God. Without it 

there would be no life. Our work, 

to bear fruit, to belong only to God, 

must be built on faith.” 

— Mother Teresa



New York Court Announces Education
Contest Winners

On Thursday May 12, 2011, Court Queen of Angels #869 in Hicksville, New 
York, hosted its annual awards presentation for adult education contest winners, 

who received certificates and monetary awards. The top entries were submitted to 
compete throughout New York state, and this year Court Queen of Angels had state 
winners in several categories, including Poetry, division IV, first place, June Garger 
(court member); Division I, second place, Madison Klimchak. Photography, division 
IV, second place, Maria Petsche (court member); Art, division I, third place, Macken-
zie Ritzmore; division IV, third place, Noreen O’Donnell Crayne (court member).

Court Queen of Angels adult education contest local winners with court regent, standing, left to 
right, Ana Marie Esquerra, financial secretary, second place, photography; Ellen Lentini, regent; 
Barbara Cheslock, third place, photography; June Garger, treasurer, first place, poetry. Sitting, left 
to right: Maria Petsche, first place, photography; and Noreen O’Donnell Crayne, first place, art.

Washington Court Collects Socks for Hope House

At least once or twice each year 
Court St. Aloysius #243 in Belling-

ham, Washington, collects socks for 
Hope House, which serves the com-
munity. Court members also donate 

diapers and other items to help 
babies. Displaying socks recently 
collected are court officers, left to 

right, Joyce Guimond, vice regent; 
Marilyn Cunningham, recording 

secretary; Theresa Lariviere, regent; 
Bartley Metcalf, financial secretary; 

and Lorrie Banning, treasurer.
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Minnesota Court 
Contributes to 
Food Shelf

Court St. Margaret #1888 of Eveleth, Min-
nesota, held a collection for the Range Area 
Food Shelf in Gilbert on March 19th and 
20th. The collection raised $761, which is 
matched. In the photo, Regent Kathy Bas-
tianelli, left, presents a check to Laverne 
Haglund of the Quad City Food Shelf. 

New Jersey Court 
Co-Sponsors Health Fair

Court St. Francis of Assisi #2271 in 
Ridgefield Park, New Jersey, co-

sponsored a health fair with the court’s 
host church St. Francis of Assisi par-
ish on April 2, 2011. It was organized 
by Recording Secretary Flora Velarde. 
Free services included screenings for 
ear health, bone density, skin cancer, 
sleep disorders, pulmonary function, 
blood pressure and blood glucose.

Information was provided by the 
Bergen County Senior Services about 
hospice options, and five-minute mas-
sages, chair yoga, nutrition and phar-
maceutical counseling were offered. 
Refreshments were provided by the 
court. Sponsors plan to make it an 
annual event and have scheduled the 
next health fair for April 28, 2012.



Christmas
Gift Guide

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas 37

Texas Institutes
New Court 

The Mass of Institution and Recep-
tion of New Members of Court 

St. Francis de Sales #2647 in Houston, 
Texas, took place on June 25, 2011, fol-
lowed by a court meeting and Installa-
tion of Offi cers. The court charter was 
signed by the 42 members present for 
the institution (20 new members not 
present). Texas State Regent Carolyn 
Malik presented those attending with a 
statue of the Blessed Mother. Elected to 
serve as charter offi cers were Regent Joan
Carl; Vice Regent Mary Ann Licea; 
Recording Secretary Doris Lacamu; 
Financial Secretary Cathy Suhor; and 
Treasurer Aggie Dulin. Rev. Wayne 
Wilkerson was installed as court chap-
lain by Regent Joan Carl and presented 
a chaplain’s name badge. He in turn 
presented Regent Carl with the gavel.
 Special guests included Texas 
State Regent Carolyn Malik; State Secre-
tary Rosie Stockwell; Immediate Past Na-
tional Regent Libby Ramirez; Immediate 
Past National Director Duchess Collins; 
District Deputy #20 Mavis Dugas; Gin-
ger Shea, state newsletter editor; Past 
Regent’s Club Immediate Past President 
Cathy Bittner; also members from Court 
St. Helen #2330 in Pearland, Texas and 
Court St. John the Baptist #2073 in 
Alvin, Texas, who hosted the reception. 

Regent Joan Carl holds the gavel presented to 
her by Court Chaplain Rev. Wayne Wilkerson.
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New York Court Brings Cheer to Nursing Home Residents

Court Blessed Trinity #2488 in Wolcott, New York, brought cheer to the residents of Blossom View Nursing Home on Valentine’s 
Day. Court members decorated tables with homemade baked goods, candies and napkins, played music and shared many stories 

and memories. They also presented each resident with a decorated heart-shaped cookie.

South Dakota Court Awarded Membership Plaque

Court St. Rita #916 in Rapid City, South Dakota, won the state membership plaque with an increase of 25 members from 
April 1, 2009 through March 31, 2011. The award was presented by JoAnn Schaefers, South Dakota state development 

and retention chair, at the 2011 State Convention in Pierre, South Dakota. Court St. Rita also won the plaque at the last South 
Dakota State Convention in 2009.

Front row, left to right: Pat Bowlby, 48-year member; 
Brenda Anderson, district deputy and newly-elected 
South Dakota second vice state regent; Florence Skin-
ner, Court St. Rita regent and state publicity chair, and 
delegate; JoAnn Schaefers, past state regent and past 
national director; Wilma Kurylas, 57-year member, and 
delegate. Back row, left to right: Kathy Garness, district 
deputy and past court regent; Nancy Bradsky, past 
court regent, past district deputy, past state secretary, 
past state treasurer, and delegate; Mary Mitchell, 
court vice regent, and delegate; Ellen McGuigan, court 
treasurer, state leadership/membership chair, and 
delegate; Donna Carpenter, delegate; Ann Keller, court 
financial secretary, and delegate. Not Pictured: Ida 
Engelhardt, past court regent, past district deputy, 47-
year member, and delegate.
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Left to right are
Laurel Derleth,
Ann Minosh,
Barbara Campbell,
Jean Mrzywka,
Margaret Thomas, 
Barbara Dauphin,
Georgia Pendleton, 
Nancy Kohlmeier and 
Deacon Ed Kohlmeier.



Massachusetts Court
Honors Moms
and Babies

Court St. Clementine #821 in 
West Somerville, Massachu-

setts, held its annual baby shower on 
Mother’s Day weekend at St. Clem-
ent Parish Church in Medford. Court 
members and parishioners donated 
much-needed baby supplies includ-
ing a portable Pack ‘n Play, layettes, 
hand-made items and toddlers’ cloth-
ing. Decorated baby baskets placed at 
the church exits for sale earned $525. 
The donations and funds raised were 
given to Pregnancy Help, the pro-life 
offi ce of the Archdiocese of Boston.

Left to right are, Nancy Ryan, fi nancial sec-
retary, Annette Johnstin, vice regent and 
Carol Ghiloni, regent, with items received 
during the baby shower. 
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New Jersey Court Marches in
Memorial Day Parade

Members of Court Queenship of Mary #1743 in Parlin, New Jersey, marched in the 
Sayreville, New Jersey, Memorial Day Parade on May 30th. This was the first time the 
court has been in a parade and they look forward to marching again in 2012. In the 
photo, left to right, are Jackie O’Leary, New Jersey First Vice State Regent Dolores 
Berardicelli, Marie Chuntz, Dolores Odolecki, Louise Vail, Roseanna Jannuzzi, Jessica 
Jannuzzi, Financial Secretary Joanne Brigandi, Mary Sidlowski, Lilly Zammitt, Regent 
Barbara Shanley and Joan Ostrowski.

National Officers Visit
Vermont to Review
Promotional DVD

National Regent Joanne Tomassi and Na-
tional Regent-Elect Anne Nelson traveled 

to Vermont in May for a three-day visit to edit 
and review the progress of a Catholic Daugh-
ters promotional DVD being prepared by Sha-
ron Winzler of Crossworks, LLC. Sharon, who 
is regent of Court Fanny Allen #1060 in Essex 
Junction, Vermont, used footage for the pro-
motional DVD that she took at the Catholic 
Daughters Biennial Convention in July, 2010.

The DVD will be a resource for promotion 
and membership. It was shown at the State Of-
ficers Conference in Belleville in July 2011 and 
was well-received. A dinner honoring Joanne 
and Anne included among the guests Vermont 
State Regent Judy Smith, Past State Regents Lo-
retta Schneider and Brooke Conger, First Vice 
State Regent Louise Zdiuch, Deacon Gesualdo 
Schneider and other officers and members. The 
Membership and Extension 2011 DVD can be 
purchased from our National Office or our on-
line store at: www.catholicdaughters.org

National Regent Joanne Tomassi, right, reviews the 
promotional DVD with Sharon Winzler.

National Regent-Elect Joins New State
Officers at Ohio Convention

National Regent-Elect Anne Nelson joined the newly-elected state officers during 
the Ohio State Convention at the Hilton Garden Inn on April 2, 2011. In the photo, 
left to right, are Ohio Second Vice State Regent Laura Giglio; First Vice State Regent 
Diana Boldman; State Regent Margi Oller; National Regent-Elect Anne Nelson; 
State Secretary Doris Lindeman; and State Treasurer Maureen Smith.

“Love of Christ should be a living bond

between all of us. ” 
— Mother Teresa
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Minnesota Court
Welcomes Five New 
Members

Court Madonna #839 in Wilm-
ont, Minnesota, received fi ve 

new members on March 22, 2011. 
A Reception of New Members was 
celebrated with a Mass at Our Lady 
of Good Counsel Church, Rev. 
Timothy Hall presiding. Minnesota 
state offi cers and a district deputy 
were present. Members of the local 
Knights of Columbus served supper, 
after which Father Hall blessed the 
local and state offi cers and the new 
membership perpetual plaques.

New members, left to right, are Julie 
Ebbers, Kelli Brake, Janelle Schettler, 
Andrea Reetz and Lori Romans.

*Price per person, based on double occupancy.  Airfare is extra.
For details, itinerary, reservations and letter from your

chaplain with his phone number call 7 days a week:

1-800-736-7300

It’s time to travel with other Catholics
Alabama Priest Hosts

Hawaii
15 Days Departs:  February 29, 2012 from$2018*

Join your Roman Catholic Chaplain, Father Jose Chacko and other Roman Catholics on 
the most affordable two-week, four-island Hawaiian vacation you will ever find.  Your 
group will fly to Honolulu for five nights in Waikiki, three nights in Kona, one night in Hilo, 
two nights on Maui, and three nights on Kauai.  Sightseeing on every island includes: a 
Honolulu city tour with Punchbowl Crater and Pearl Harbor cruise to the Arizona Memorial, 
the Wailua riverboat cruise, Iao Valley excursion & the old whaling capital of Lahaina, a Hilo 
orchid garden and Rainbow Falls, Black Sand Beaches, Volcanoes National Park and more!  
Includes all taxes, baggage handling, first class hotels, flights between the islands, and 
escorted sightseeing on every island.  YMT  specializes in Hawaii and has had its own office 
in Honolulu since 1967.  This will be Father Chacko’s second trip with YMT as a Catholic 
Chaplain.  He is pastor of two churches in Birmingham, Alabama.

plus a YMT Pacific Northwest Vacation
15 Days   from $1898*

Departs May 21; June  18; July 16 or August 27, 2012     
Daily Mass aboard Holland America Line ms  Oosterdam .  Join other Catholics on this 
15-day vacation including a seven-day deluxe cruise with Holland America Line and a 
seven-day Pacific Northwest vacation with YMT.  Your group will fly into Salt Lake City for 
one night.  The next day enjoy a city tour of the highlights before taking a scenic drive to 
Jackson Hole, WY.  Then see Grand Teton National Park and spend two days in Yellowstone 
National Park before heading to Butte, MT.  Travel through Montana’s “Big Sky Country” 
and through northern Idaho; see Lake Coeur d’ Alene; Spokane; Grand Coulee Dam; and 
end in Seattle, Washington.  Board the 5-star ms Oosterdam in Seattle for your 7 night 
Alaskan Inside Passage Cruise.  Next, travel through a wondrous maze of forested-island 
and glacier-carved fjords, past charming coastal villages, migrating whales and calving 
glaciers to Tracey Arm; Juneau; Sitka; Ketchikan; and spectacular Victoria, BC on Vancouver 
Island!   After the cruise spend one more night in Seattle, with an included city tour, then 
depart for home. *Price includes  the seven-day deluxe Alaska cruise, seven nights hotels, 
lots of motor coach sightseeing throughout the Pacific Northwest, baggage handling, 
port charges and taxes.  Based on May 21 departure.  Add $300 for June 18 and August 
27 departures.  Add $500 for the July 16 departure.   The July 16 departure includes your 
YMT Chaplain/Priest Fr. Walter Grabowski  who is pastor of Immaculate Conception Roman 
Catholic Church  in Eden, New York.  This will be his 6th trip as your YMT Chaplain.

Holland America Line

Alaska Cruise

It’s time to travel with other Catholics

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas 

Join your Roman Catholic Chaplain, Father Jose Chacko and other Roman Catholics on 
the most affordable two-week, four-island Hawaiian vacation you will ever find.  Your 
group will fly to Honolulu for five nights in Waikiki, three nights in Kona, one night in Hilo, 
two nights on Maui, and three nights on Kauai.  Sightseeing on every island includes: a 
Honolulu city tour with Punchbowl Crater and Pearl Harbor cruise to the Arizona Memorial, 
the Wailua riverboat cruise, Iao Valley excursion & the old whaling capital of Lahaina, a Hilo 
orchid garden and Rainbow Falls, Black Sand Beaches, Volcanoes National Park and more!  
Includes all taxes, baggage handling, first class hotels, flights between the islands, and 
escorted sightseeing on every island.  YMT  specializes in Hawaii and has had its own office 
in Honolulu since 1967.  This will be Father Chacko’s second trip with YMT as a Catholic 
Chaplain.  He is pastor of two churches in Birmingham, Alabama.

Daily Mass aboard 
15-day vacation including a seven-day deluxe cruise with 
seven-day Pacific Northwest vacation with YMT.  Your group will fly into Salt Lake City for 
one night.  The next day enjoy a city tour of the highlights before taking a scenic drive to 
Jackson Hole, WY.  Then see Grand Teton National Park and spend two days in Yellowstone 
National Park before heading to Butte, MT.  Travel through Montana’s “Big Sky Country” 
and through northern Idaho; see Lake Coeur d’ Alene; Spokane; Grand Coulee Dam; and 
end in Seattle, Washington.  Board the 5-star 
Alaskan Inside Passage Cruise.  Next, travel through a wondrous maze of forested-island 
and glacier-carved fjords, past charming coastal villages, migrating whales and calving 
glaciers to Tracey Arm; Juneau; Sitka; Ketchikan; and spectacular Victoria, BC on Vancouver 
Island!   After the cruise spend one more night in Seattle, with an included city tour, then 
depart for home. *Price includes  the seven-day deluxe Alaska cruise, seven nights hotels, 
lots of motor coach sightseeing throughout the Pacific Northwest, baggage handling, 
port charges and taxes.  Based on May 21 departure.  Add $300 for June 18 and August 
27 departures.  Add $500 for the July 16 departure.   The July 16 departure includes your 
YMT Chaplain/Priest Fr. Walter Grabowski  who is pastor of Immaculate Conception Roman 
Catholic Church  in Eden, New York.  This will be his 6th trip as your YMT Chaplain.

Happy 100+ Birthdays

Emily Bouc Celebrates 107th 
Birthday. Emily, of Court 

Our Lady of Peace #1956 in 
Wahoo, Nebraska, receives 

fl owers and cards sent by her 
court from offi cers LouAnn 

Noonan, treasurer, Rose
Gruenes, secretary and

R. Kim Meduna, regent.

Anite Gondron celebrates 
103 years. Anite has been 
a member of Court Our 
Lady of Good Counsel 
#1401 in Loreauville, 
Louisiana, for 64 years.

Share	Photos
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phones. They are most likely not of high 
enough quality to be used in the magazine.



Montana Presents First Woman of the Year Award at State Convention

A t the Montana State Conven-
tion held at the Ursuline Cen-

tre in Great Falls, Montana, the state 
presented its first Woman of the Year 
Award to Helen Mears. Helen has been 
married for 61 years, is the mother of 
16 children and is devoted to pro-life 
issues. Among the many in attendance 
were National Director Emily Guil-
herme and four of the seven living 
past Montana state regents.
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New York Court Provides Nourishment
for Habitat Workers

Members of Court Theresa #806 in Waterloo, New York, were in 
charge of the food committee for this year’s Habitat for Humanity 

Build in Seneca Falls, New York, the home of the Women’s Rights Move-
ment where the Declaration of Sentiments was signed in 1848. From the 
beginning of May to the end of August the committee prepared meals on 
Saturday and snacks on Tuesday and Thursday.

Court Theresa is comprised of members from three local New 
York parishes: Our Lady of Peace in Geneva, St. Mary in Waterloo and 
St. Patrick in Seneca Falls.

Members of Court Theresa gather after an informational talk on the Habitat for 
Humanity build in Seneca County. Jerry Graziano and Menzo Case, two repre-
sentatives from Habitat for Humanity, were also present.

Pennsylvania Court Honors
Volunteer of the Year

Court Isabella #959 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, honored 
Anna Rush as the court’s Volunteer of the Year and des-
ignated April 29, 2011, as “Anna Rush Day.” Celebrating 
Anna’s achievement are, left to right, Yolanda Nagy, Alice 
Havics, Past Pennsylvania State Regent Laraine McGin-
nis, Volunteer of the Year Anna Rush, Past State Secre-
tary Peggy Rafferty and Rosanna Mielcarek. Standing in 
the back, center, is Phyllis Sanguigni.

National Director Emily Guilherme with state and local officers take a moment to rest on the 
steps outside the convention hall. 
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Living the Rosary:
Finding Your Life in the Mysteries
By Rev. John Phalen, C.S.C.
(Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, Indiana, 2011)

Reviewed	by	Peggy	Eastman

BookCorner

R ev. John Phalen, president of Holy Cross Family Ministries, has writ-
ten a compelling book on the Rosary that invites readers to return to 

an ancient and revered devotional practice. This is a book that demystifi es 
the topic of the Rosary in the best possible way – making it accessible to all 
who want to turn to this method of praying about Jesus and Mary to deepen 
their faith.

 Over the last 14 years, Father Phalen has led many retreats and mis-
sions, and he writes that the testimony of participants has served to convince 
many of the value of praying the Rosary communally. Father Phalen is car-
rying on the ministry of the late Rev. Patrick Peyton, C.S.C., who died in 
1992. Father Peyton – known as the “Rosary priest” – believed, as does Father 
Phalen, that praying the Rosary together can enhance the spiritual life of families.

 In an honest and conversational style, Father Phalen explains that although he came from a deeply faithful Catholic 
family, he did not always appreciate the Rosary. As an active child with a short attention span who was easily bored, he tried 
to subvert praying the family Rosary in his home. But as he grew older, life experience turned his attention back to the Rosary. 
“The mysteries of the Rosary can and should be lived out by every Christian,” he writes. “If we simply pay attention, we will 
see that meditating on the Rosary mysteries will help us recognize how our lives 
and the life of Christ (and the life of the Church) connect.” 

 Did you know that the word “rosary” derives from the rose, often thought 
of as Mary’s fl ower? Father Phalen explains this derivation, as well as the fact that 
the Rosary beads evolved from the use of stones, kept in a pouch, which allowed 
monks to keep track of the psalms as they prayed them. He writes that the Our 
Father, the Hail Mary and the Glory Be (the doxology) are “the heart and the es-
sence of the Rosary, along with the announcement of the Mystery to be contem-
plated with each decade.” So devoted was Pope John Paul II to the Rosary that 
he prayed it daily, notes Father Phalen. Indeed the pope’s 2002 letter, Rosarium 
Virginis Mariae, helped to renew interest in praying the Rosary in modern times.

 Father Phalen’s book is divided into four parts: Living the Joyful Mysteries; 
Living the Luminous Mysteries; Living the Sorrowful Mysteries; and Living the 
Glorious Mysteries. It includes questions for refl ection which relate the Rosary to 
our daily lives, such as, “When did you ever have to be about the work of your 
Father despite the differing expectations of others? Describe the experience.” In 
an appendix, Father Phalen explains in simple terms the basics of the Rosary and 
exactly how to pray the Rosary.

 Readers who already pray the Rosary will fi nd this book deepening their ap-
preciation of this spiritual practice. Readers who want to start praying the Rosary 
will fi nd this book an invaluable resource in getting started and incorporating the 
Rosary into their devotional life.

Father Patrick Peyton, C.S.C.
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