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Your granddaughter is your little lady, and has always been a ray of sunshine 

in your life. She’s the sweetest little blessing you’ve ever known, and one of 

the luckiest things ever to happen to you. Now a new musical shaped like a 

charming ladybug brings a fanciful message of fun, luck and love from you to 

your granddaughter. Presenting ... the “Cute As A Bug” Limoges-style Music 

Box, an exclusive new design from Ardleigh Elliott!

So sweet, and full of heart!
From the tip of her antennae to her adorable heart-shaped spots, this dainty 

and charming ladybug music box is lovingly detailed and cute as can be, 

hand-crafted of lustrous Heirloom Porcelain®.  Opening on a decorative 

Limoges-style hinge with a heart-shaped clasp, this premiere treasure bears 

the sweet message “Granddaughter, You’re Cute as a Bug” under the lid, and 

will become a symbol of the love you cherish. It plays the uplifting melody of 

“You Are My Sunshine” at the turn of a key.

An outstanding value; satisfaction guaranteed.
Available exclusively from Ardleigh Elliott, the “Cute As A Bug” Limoges-style 

Music Box is premiere priced at just $39.98*, payable in two installments of 
$19.99 each. And your satisfaction is guaranteed for one full year. Urgent

Notifi cation:  Availability Is Strictly Limited.* Send no money now!

Return the Reservation Application today.
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Shown larger than actual 

size of about 31
⁄2 inches long

Plays the 

delightful

melody of

“You Are My 

Sunshine”

Introducing the “Cute As A Bug”

Limoges-style Music Box

9204 Center for the Arts Drive 

Niles, IL 60714

Please Respond Promptly

Mr. Mrs. Ms. _______________________________
Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address  _________________________________

City  _____________________________________

 State __________________ Zip ______________

*Plus a total of $7.99 shipping 
and service. A limited-edition presentation restricted to 
95 fi ring days. Subject to product availability and order 
acceptance.

YES. Please reserve the “Cute As A 

Bug” Limoges-style Music Box for me as 

described in this announcement.

RESERVATION APPLICATION

07-00676-001-E

Just open her 

shell to reveal 

a message of love!

www.collectiblestoday.com/bug

Shown larger than actual

size of about 31
⁄
1

2⁄⁄  inches long
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National Regent’s Message

AbouttheCover
This photo shows the ceiling of the Basilica 
of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception in Washington, D.C.

Photo by Jack Iddon/www.jack-iddon.com
in January 2010.  

Mission Statement

Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas strives to embrace 

the principle of faith working 

through love in the promotion 

of justice, equality, and the 

advancement of human rights 

and human dignity for all.

Putting God at the Center
Dear Members and Friends,

 It is an honor – and a thrill – to introduce myself to you as your national re-
gent, to share a bit about my experiences so far, and to pledge that, over the course 
of the next two years I will represent each of you to the best of my ability.
 When I first started my journey as a national director in 2000, it was with 
great excitement and anticipation. The opportunity to serve as a national director 
was something I looked forward to for many years, as I had the joy of working 
beside my mother, Rose Tomassi, as she served 10 years on the National Board. 
Every two years when the time approached to decide if I should again submit my 
credentials to the nominating committee, the support of my family as well as the 
members and officers of my court was very encouraging.
 As the elections approached and the nominations from the floor were forth-
coming, I always tried to remember to let go, and let God. People would approach and ask if I was nervous and my 
response was always, “It is in God’s hands; He makes the plans and we carry them out.” And His plan has taken me 
on a fantastic journey, with many new adventures surely still ahead. 
 Our theme for the next two years is “With God All Things Are Possible” (Matthew 19:26). I truly believe if we 
keep God in the midst of all that we do, success will be ours. All of the officers and directors of the National Board are 
excited and pleased to have the opportunity to serve you for the next two years. As a group, we have had the oppor-
tunity to spend a few days together and plan our strategies to strengthen and grow our organization. One of our areas 
of focus for the next two years is membership growth. As we work toward this goal we must ask the help of the Holy 
Spirit in pursuing our goals. Prayer should be a major component of our plans for membership drives and ministry 
fairs. 
 Joining us in prayer is our new National Chaplain Rev. Edward Lamp of Tampa, Florida. He is a true gift to our 
board and had many suggestions to offer when he met with us this past September. I hope many of you will have the 
opportunity to meet Fr. Ed over the next two years. Please keep him and the board in your prayers, and we will keep 
you in ours. We promise to work together to further the goals of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas and to keep 
God at the heart of all that we do. 
 As I celebrated Christmas, there were so many wonderful memories from past holidays that came to mind. Com-
ing from a close Italian family, holidays were always a time to be together, bake together, worship together, eat together 
and enjoy each other throughout the season.
 However, I have one very distinct memory of a Christmas morning while I was in college. My father worked 

National Regent Joanne Tomassi

Continued on p[age 8
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Using the Gifts God Gave Us

Dear Catholic Daughters, 

 Once there was a little girl who wanted to become a great pianist, but all she 
could play on the piano was the simple little tune, “Chopsticks.” No matter how 
hard she tried, that was the best she could do. Her parents decided after some 
time to arrange for a great maestro to teach her to play properly. Of course, the 
little girl was delighted.
 When the little girl and her parents arrived at the maestro’s mansion for 
the first lesson, they were escorted by the butler into the parlor, where they 
saw a beautiful concert grand piano. Immediately, the little girl dashed over to 
the piano and began playing “Chopsticks.” Embarrassed, her parents started 
across the room to tell her to stop, but as she played, the maestro entered the room and encouraged the little girl 
to continue.
 The maestro then took a seat on the piano bench next to the little girl, listening to her play. After a moment 
he began to play along with her, adding chords, runs, and arpeggios. The little girl continued to play “Chopsticks.” 
The parents couldn’t believe their ears. They were hearing a beautiful piano duet, played by their daughter and the 
maestro, and amazingly enough, the central theme of it was still “Chopsticks.”
 At times you may feel like you’re a nobody in your court, and that you will never accomplish great things. 
But think of that little girl. All she could play was “Chopsticks.” Nobody wanted to hear “Chopsticks.” It was an 
embarrassment to her parents and annoying to everyone else. Yet the maestro encouraged her to keep on playing.
 Paul tells us: “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same 
Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given 
the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good” (1 Corinthians 12:4-6). The varieties of gifts God gives to us 
should never be used selfishly but rather for the good of the community.
 Today, then, is a good day to ask ourselves: “What gifts has God given me? Am I using these gifts mainly for 
my own personal profit or for the service of others in the community?” If we began using the little gifts we have for 
the common good -- like the gift of praying, singing, teaching, caring, sharing, encouraging, supporting, motivat-
ing, writing, etc. -- then these gifts will probably begin to grow and soon we will begin to see miracles. Concern and 
respect for others is the beginning of miracles.
 God knows what you can do. He created you with many gifts and talents. Sure, compared to some people’s abili-
ties, your gifts and talents may seem like “Chopsticks”— not very original and not very spectacular. But God says, 
“Keep on playing -- and make some room on the piano bench for Me.” God is able to take the little that we are able 
to do and turn it into something beautiful for Him and for your courts.  God Bless you all.

	 Rev.	Edward	Lamp
  Tampa, Florida
 National Chaplain, CDA

National Chaplain’s Message

Rev. Edward Lamp
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Place Yourself in 

Mary’s Caring Hands

Celebrate Mary’s eternal devotion to the faithful with a hand-crafted 
sculpture in gleaming crystalline.  The delicate hands are gently clasped 
in prayer, and are graced with an image of Our Lady’s apparation to 
St. Bernadette as envisioned by esteemed artist Hector Garrido. As an 
added bonus, you will also receive a FREE gold-plated rosary with 60 
pearlescent beads, a dove medallion and a golden crucifi x. Your rosary 
arrives in a special gift box and velvet bag. 

A remarkable value ...

satisfaction guaranteed

Strong demand is anticipated for this strictly limited edition. Act now to 
acquire “Our Lady of Lourdes” in two convenient, interest-free install-
ments of $19.97 each, for a total of $39.95*, backed by our uncondi-
tional 365-day money-back guaranteed. Send no money now; simply 
complete and return the Reservation Application today!

YES. Please reserve the “Our Lady of Lourdes” crystalline sculpture for 
me as described in this announcement.

Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly.

*Plus a total of $7.99 shipping and service. A limited-edition presentation restricted to 295 
casting days. Please allow 4-8 weeks after initial payment for shipment. All sales are subject to 
product availability and order acceptance.

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City

State                               Zip

01-10878-001-E

©2010 The Bradford Exchange
All rights reserved
01-10878-001-BI

Price

�

Logo &

Address

�

Job

Code

�

Tracking
Code

�

Yellow

Snipe

�

Shipping
Service

�

9345 Mi lwaukee Avenue ·  Ni les,  IL 60714-1393

RESERVATION APPLICATION        SEND NO MONEY NOW

Shown much smaller 
than  approximate 
size of  6" high. 
Crystalline is a 
unique combina-
tion of resin materi-
als chosen for its 
unmatched bril-
liance and clarity.

Intricate sculptured 

detailing reverently 

captures an image of the 

Virgin Mary in hands 

clasped in prayer

Crystalline
Praying Hands 

Sculpture

FREE
19" ROSARY 

INCLUDED!

www.bradfordexchange.com/ourlady

01_10878_001_BI.indd   1 11/9/10   2:53 PM
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The Jesus Within

I sn’t it wonderful to know that when we’ve packed away our crèches with the 
baby Jesus in His manger, we don’t have to pack away the Jesus who lives 

within our hearts? I think of Him as an indwelling, constant presence who nur-
tures, strengthens, encourages, comforts, shows us the right path, and above all 
pours out His abundant love. 
 God’s plan has always been to draw us closer to Himself through His son. 
Jesus is the way to the Father, and when we are conscious of His presence in our 
hearts we are nearer to God the Father. 
 Consider what it means to have the living Jesus within us. It means that we:

 • Are never alone;

 • Are loved unconditionally for ourselves;

 • Are accepted into God’s family despite our shortcomings, as were the disciples;

 • Are accountable to Jesus for our time, our thoughts and our actions;

 • Are called upon to bring the good news of God’s love to others;

 • Are guided to be the people Jesus wants us to be through the holy Scriptures;

 • Are blessed by fellowship with others who also have Jesus within them; 

 • Are vessels of prayer and praise.

 Being accepted into God’s family is no small thing. A family is a place of belonging; we belong to God. Belong-
ing means that we are part of the long unbroken chain of other believers, past and present. Think of it as God’s 
genealogy: this family has nothing to do with genes, and everything to do with faith. Faith is the imprint that marks 
us as part of God’s family, just as DNA marks a person as part of a specific human family. Faith won’t show up on a 
DNA test, but the Jesus within has surely marked us as His own.
 In early Christian times, belonging to God’s family was a cause for great celebration, just as it is today. It is true 
that early Christians were persecuted for their faith (just as they are today in some parts of the world), but they also 
enjoyed the closeness of belonging to a family. In Acts 2:46-47, we are told of the ways of these early believers. “And 
day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they partook of food with glad and 
generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people.” This kind of faith-filled life is infectious: “And 
the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved,” this passage from Acts tells us. Others 
flocked to them, wanting what they had: the Jesus within.
 I picture these believers in my mind, men and women enjoying each other’s company as they passed dishes and 
shared news of those known to them who were absent. When we share meals with each other today in fellowship, we 
are following the lead of these early Christians who kept Jesus in their hearts.
 People who keep Jesus in their hearts come in all sizes, shapes and colors, and speak many languages. There is no one 
right pattern for a believer. He loves us all. And His fondest wish is to lead us closer to our Creator through Himself.
 Let’s talk to Him in prayer, this Jesus who lives within. Let’s listen to Him. Let’s make our lives a song of praise 
to the Father who sent Him. I especially love the praise words of Psalm 84: “How lovely is thy dwelling place, O Lord 
of Hosts! My soul longs, yea, faints for the courts of the Lord: my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God. Even 
the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, at thy altars, O Lord of 
hosts, my King and my God. Blessed are those who dwell in thy house, ever singing thy praise!”
 The Jesus who lives within is the most precious friend any of us will ever have. Let us love Him with every fiber 
of our being, as He loves us.

From The Editor’s Desk

� Share Magazine  •  Winter 2010–2011

Share Editor Peggy Eastman
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Limited-time Offer—Please Respond Promptly

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.

Name (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY)

Address                                                                                                Apt. No.

City                                                                           State                   Zip  Yes! Please reserve one Faith Mountain Masterpiece Edition 
presented by Thomas Kinkade as described in this announce-

ment. I need SEND NO MONEY NOW.

9210 N. MARYLAND ST., NILES, IL  60714-1322

Certificate of Authenticity & 365-Day Money-Back Guarantee

For the first time ... now the story of Christ’s glorious
ascension into the Kingdom of Heaven comes vividly
to life in a three-dimensional masterpiece presented
by the Painter of Light™. The Faith Mountain illumi-

nated Masterpiece Edition is entirely handcrafted and
hand-painted featuring over thirteen meticulously
detailed and dramatic scenes including 45 sculpted
figurines. As you turn the fully sculptural Faith
Mountain around, you’ll see the inspiring story
unfold before your eyes. From His riding into
Jerusalem to His betrayal and trial to His dying
on the cross and ultimately His triumph over
the grave, this Hawthorne exclusive is a true
testament to Jesus’ love, faith and strength. 

Exceptional Value. Order today!

This Hawthorne Village exclusive is
yours for only $135.00*, payable in
four easy installments of just $33.75,
the first due before shipment. Strong
demand from the legions of Thomas
Kinkade enthusiasts is expected and
orders are limited to one per cus-
tomer, so don’t wait! Send no money
now. Just complete and mail the
attached coupon today!

*Plus $19.99 shipping and service. All sales are subject to acceptance and 
product availability. Allow 4-6 weeks after initial payment for shipment.

©2007 Thomas Kinkade. ©2007 Hawthorne Village. 14-00229-001-BIT

®

An impressive 15"
high with over 

13 meticulously
detailed and 

dramatic scenes
including

45 handcrafted
figurines!

“For God so loved the world, 

that He gave His only begotten Son.” 

Thomas Kinkade presents 

Faith Mountain

Powered by AC adapter (included) or 3 “AA” batteries

(not included). Shown smaller than actual size of 15'' tall.

14-00229-001-E50381
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National Regent’s Message Continued

Continued from page 1

for a restaurant chain and his store was open all day on Christmas. In an effort to get him home as early as possible 
I volunteered to work as a hostess Christmas morning. It was one of the most eye-opening experiences of my life.
 The regular customers came, many one at a time, to have their breakfast all alone. Some of them reached out to 
each other and shared a table and a visit, but many were totally by themselves. That was the first time I realized that 
there really are people without anyone in their lives. It was a depressing yet humbling experience. For the first time in 
my life, I fully appreciated the fact that I had many people with whom to share my joys and my sorrows, and family 
gatherings became so much more meaningful to me. As Catholic Daughters we often reach out to those who are alone 
and bring them into our lives to share and love.
 Thank you for all that each of you is doing to make your community a better place to live for all people, and I 
pray that you always feel that the Catholic Daughters are there to share your joys, your sorrows and your time. 
 As we make plans, set goals, and look forward to the new year ahead, let us remember that, “With God All 
Things Are Possible” (Matthew 19:26) and it is only through Him that our hopes and dreams, as individuals and 
as an organization, can come to fruition.

  Joanne Tomassi
  National Regent

Mailbag
Dear Peggy:

 I want to thank you for the excellent articles in the summer issue of Share magazine, especially “The Little Pill 
That Changed the World.” Unfortunately, this information does not reach all of our young people until it’s too 
late, after the damage has been done. Our Pregnancy Help Center, as well as many others throughout the nation, 
is constantly trying to bring this message to the youth. I hope that our Catholic Daughters have shared this article 
with their youngsters.
 Forgive me for not writing more often to thank you for all the good articles your magazine consistently 
publishes.

Yours truly,
Nyna Gray
Court Mary Mother of Grace #2302
Victorville, California

Correction

In the “Anniversaries” section of the Fall 2010 issue of Share on page 23, under the heading “Celebrating Two Notable 
Achievements,” Judi Shooter was honored for her “appointment” as Massachusetts second vice state regent. Judi was 
not appointed to the office, but elected.



Texas Court Honors Scholarship
Recipients

Court Our Lady of the Bluebonnets #2268 in Ennis, Texas, 
honored scholarship recipients at a court meeting. Among the 

comments by scholarship winners, who can be seen in the picture, 
were, “I want to help others in need. I am planning to become a 
registered nurse” (Annie Breann Henning); “I would like to give 
back to my fellow man – to help those who cannot help them-
selves – therefore, I plan to become a physical therapist” (Kara 
Beth Long); “I have been accepted to Texas A&M University. I 
plan to join the Corps of Cadets and after college enter the Navy 
and then go to medical school” (Byron Betik).

Front row, seated, left to right, are scholarship winners Brenna Marie Pelzel, 
Annie Breann Henning, Kara Beth Long, Meg LaNell Henning and Denise 
Macalik. Back row, standing, left to right, are scholarship winner Byron Betik, 
court officers Irene Vitovsky, Diane Sulak, District Deputy Joyce Ellis, court 
officers Mary Ann Trojacek, Laura Trojacek, Agnes Cinek, and scholarship 
recipients D.J. Betik and Colin Hickman. Not pictured are scholarship winners 
Nicole Krasner and Lindsay Zabojnik.

California Court Honors Education
Contest Winners
Court Our Lady of Perpetual Help #1402 in Modesto, California, 
honored two winners in the 2010 California State Education 
Contest. Both winners attend Central Catholic High School. In 
the photo, left to right, are Dotty Thurber, contest co-chairper-
son; contest winner Katherine Morrow, first place, computer 
art, division III and third place national winner; contest winner 
Madeline O’Brien, first place, music, division III; and contest 
co-chairperson Arlene Henriques. Not pictured are Ryan Thiel, 
first-place winner, photography, division III and Alexia Rodri-
guez, first-place winner, art, division III.

Virginia Court Installs New Juniors

Court Kavanaugh #54 in Alexandria, Virginia, instituted 
a junior court with 18 charter members on June 11, 

2010. The charter members are Emma Ballard, Grace Bal-
lard, Lucy Barber, Ann Barbour, Mary Bright, Theresa 
Bright, Katharine Burgess, Kathryn Cheney, Molly Doolin, 
Grace Dwyer, Olivia Hays, Erin Hovey, Caroline Magro, 
Anna Moniz, Sarabeth Moniz, Madelaine Reilly, Adalie Shot-
ton and Jordan Suthar. Fourteen of the 18 charter members 
attended the Institution Mass celebrated by Rev. Dennis 
Kleinmann, Junior Court Chaplain and pastor of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Alexandria. Court Regent Helen Lynch 
presented each charter member with a JCDA sash. Members 
of Court Kavanaugh also attended and presented each charter 
member with a rose.
 

Fourteen of the 18 new JCDA charter members gather inside St. 
Mary’s Church after the Institution Mass. Present in support of the new 
Juniors are, back row, left, Court Kavanaugh Regent Helen Lynch and, 
right, Junior Court Chaplain Rev. Dennis Kleinmann. 

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas �

FocusOnYouth



Puerto Rico Court Hosts Ecumenical
Service for World Peace

Court Jesus Nazareno #2345 in Isabela, Puerto Rico, 
celebrated an ecumenical service of remembrance and 

prayer for world peace. The service was held in the town’s 
recreation square and was attended by representatives from 
various religious denominations, municipal government of-
fices, the fire and police departments and other civic and 
religious organizations.

From left to right are Puerto Rico State Regent Irma Bonilla; repre-
senting different religious denominations and organizations, Rev. 
Mickey Medina, Mrs. Wanda Maldonado, Roberto Concepcion, Rev. 
Rafael Riquelme, William Martínez, Rev. Francisco Garcia, Rev. P. 
Manuel Salgado and Sol M. Machado, regent.
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Colorado Court Hosts Service
for Public Service

Court Little Flower #925 in La Junta, Col-
orado, hosted a special service for veter-

ans and public safety workers at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe/St. Patrick parish. As the service 
began, members of local Knights of Columbus 
carrying swords and wearing capes and plumed 
hats were joined by members of the American 
Legion Post #8 to lead the procession of clergy 
and Catholic Daughters. Court Little Flower, 
which was formed on January 24, 1925, is the 
oldest court in Colorado. The court is very 
proud of three women who have been mem-
bers for more than 60 years: Lucy Rizzuto, 
since 1942; Jean Ann Sabin, 1945; and Lillian 
Malouff, 1947.Members of Court #925 gather together following the special service.

New York Court Donates to Health Clinic

Court St. Anne #866 in Piermont, New York, donated 
$500 to Health Lifeline, a clinic operated by volunteers 

for patients who cannot pay for medical treatment. Members 
of Court St. Anne were given a tour of the clinic and hope to 
make future donations to what they consider to be a very de-
serving endeavor. One of the clinic’s volunteers is Mary Loftus, 
the retired diabetes nurse and Catholic Daughter whose two-
week stay at a clinic in Haiti was featured in the summer 2010 
issue of Share magazine. Mary is offering diabetes counseling at 
the Health Lifeline and at the time was planning another trip 
to Haiti for two weeks in November.

Left to right are Carol Racca, treasurer, Janet Zahn, regent, Dr. Lloyd 
Hamilton, founder of Health Lifeline, Dr. Nancy Paetzoid and Vice Regent 
Mary Loftus.
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Catholic	Daughters	Making	a	Difference.

Maryland Court Sews Blankets
for Youngsters in Hospitals

Court St. Joseph #2300 in Eldersburg, Maryland, sews Linus comfort 
blankets for children and teens who are confined to local hospitals. Since 
2004 the court has created approximately 1,000 blankets. In the photo, 
Blanket workers stand around Court St. Joseph’s banner holding blankets 
they created to bring comfort to young people who are in hospitals. Linus 
is a child in the “Peanuts” comic strip.

Texas Court Honors National
Contest Award-Winner

Court St. Ann #369 in Victoria, Texas, was proud to announce that 
Logan Rivera won first place in the national education contest, com-
puter art, division I. Pictured during the presentation of the award 
at his school, Our Lady of Victory, are, left to right, Geraldine Jurica, 
education chairperson, contest winner Logan Rivera and Sister 
Laura Toman, principal of Our Lady of Victory.

Iowa Court Supports Seminarians

Court Ave Maria #302 in Des Moines, Iowa, adopts several 
seminarians each year. Three seminarians attended the court’s 
August 19, 2010, meeting to express their appreciation for the 
court’s support. In the photo, left to right, are Fabin Moncada, 
Guthrie Dolan and Jonathan Wadle.

Helping Young Students Become
Good Listeners

Twice weekly members of Court Our Lady of Fatima 
#1526 in Jourdanton, Texas, read to students attend-

ing Our Lady of Grace Academy at St. Andrew’s Church in 
Pleasanton, Texas. When the school year ended the court 
presented “Good Listener” certificates to each student and 
donated funds to the school’s principal to purchase addi-
tional books.

Court members with students holding their “Good Listener” certifi-
cates, back row, beginning third, from left to right, Marie Shepard, 
Virginia Jarzombek, Beverly Leveret, Mary Mangum, Lupe Aceves, 
Marcella Dornak, Mary Ann Bara and Maxine Veteto.
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 Enter the Weyrauch (“wy-rock”) family, prominent Liberty 
citizens concerned with printing and publishing. So touched were 
they by the heavy hearts of their fellow Liberty residents, that they 
endowed Court Mary Anthony #883, in Liberty (established in 
1924), with the resources to erect a shrine in St. Peter’s Cemetery 
(established in 1897), which adjoined their own private cemetery 
(the Weyrauchs were non-Catholics).
 The family felt that the shrine would afford a modicum of 
comfort to anyone visiting St. Peter’s Cem-
etery, especially the memorials of those lost 
defending freedom and human dignity far 
from home. Court Mary Anthony un-
dertook the effort, and the Shrine of the 
Crucifixion was erected. It consisted of a 
10’ wooden crucifix, adorned with a small 
roof; a 4’ beautiful, painted wooden cor-
pus of the Crucified Christ was attached. 
A 6’ circular rock garden surrounded the 
crucifix; a large oblong slab was laid in 
front of the garden, with a wrought-iron 
kneeler placed there. Massive fir trees sur-
rounded the rear of the shrine, giving a 
serene, peaceful aura to the entire area.
 In 1943, the George Weyrauch 
family, relatives of our benefactors and 
members of St. Peter’s parish, found 
themselves in need of the comfort the 
shrine would provide. While three of 
their grown sons were scattered globally 
serving in the armed forces, the young-
est son Lewis Edward Weyrauch, “Ed-

die,” 12 years of age, drowned in a tragic swimming accident at 
a nearby lake. Since George’s family were members of St. Peter’s 
parish, Eddie was laid to rest in a small white coffin in St. Peter’s 
cemetery, borne to the place by fellow Boy Scout troop members. 
In the decades following to the present, all members of the Liberty 
Weyrauchs have passed on; the Shrine of the Crucifixion would 
remain a visible testament to their selflessness.
 For the decades following, Court Mary Anthony did its 

best to take care of the shrine. Due to the 
ravaging elements of six decades of severe 
weather, however, and dwindling numbers 
of court members, the shrine fell into dis-
repair. In the Spring of 2010, the court 
decided to apply to Sullivan Renaissance 
for a grant to effect a restoration of the 
shrine, and establish formal signage to St. 
Peter’s Cemetery; since its birth in 1897, 
the cemetery had never been labeled.
 Sullivan Renaissance, under the 
auspices of the Gerry Foundation, pro-
vides financial assistance through grant 
programs. These grants are available to 
groups wishing to enhance and beautify 
their Sullivan County communities using 
the gifts of nature. The Sullivan Renais-
sance goal is to enhance the appearance 
of Sullivan County and build a sense 
of pride and community spirit. Court 
Mary Anthony #883 partnered with the 
Knights of Columbus, Father Cronin 
Council #4768 in Liberty, and St. Peter’s 

Project honors a historic site

Partnership and Commitment Restore
a Shrine in Upstate New York

By	Mary	Roth
District	Deputy,	Archdiocese	of	New	York	
Court	Mary	Anthony	#883,	Liberty,	New	York

R ural and seemingly insignificant in the grand scheme of global horrors that 

pervaded 1942, was the village of Liberty in Sullivan County, upstate New York. 

Nestled at the feet of the magnificent Catskill mountains, Liberty gave its sons 

to the war effort as did the rest of the country. As some of them returned home to be 

laid to rest, the entire community fell victim to grief.

Restoring the shrine was a labor of love made possible 
by a grant.



The Catholic Daughters of the Americas �3

Rosary Society, applied for the grant, and in April of 2010, was 
awarded $1,000 to start the project, with an additional $100 in 
“flower dollars” to start plantings.
 Another grant stipulation is that community youth be in-
volved in the project. Boy Scout Troop #17 in Liberty, and four 
young ladies from Liberty Middle School and the Wawarsing Chris-
tian Academy were up to the challenge. Together with these terrific 
young people and numerous adult volunteers, our three organiza-
tions have completely restored the shrine.
 The crucifix has been painted, a 
new corpus affixed, and the rock garden 
enlarged and replanted. Behind St. Pe-
ter’s Cemetery the Weyrauch family me-
morial has been cleaned, revealing glis-
tening white marble under years of dirt 
and forest mold. In their honor, we also 
planted spirea bushes to complement 
their stone. We raked and cleaned brush 
from the area; the kneeler was sand-
blasted, repainted, and upholstered. 
An imposingly beautiful sign labels the 
cemetery where it abuts the public road, 
surrounded with a lovely elliptical gar-
den of celosia, canna lilies, marigolds, 
black-eyed susans, alyssum, dwarf Alber-
ta spruce, and myriads of other flora. At 
the road leading directly to the shrine, 
a small directional sign was installed, 
pointing the way to the Shrine of the 
Crucifixion, also surrounded at its base 
with flora. To augment the grant award-

ed to us by Sullivan Renaissance, we ran a three-fold fundraising 
campaign that garnered us approximately $8,000 in additional 
funds, supplies, and donated services:

• a raffle for organization members;
•  a history of the shrine and appeal inserted in St. Peter’s parish 

bulletin; 
•  a “Pennies for Heaven” campaign-at court meetings, and where 

every member donated all her loose change to the cause.
 We’ve sweated, gotten dirty and re-
ally toiled together to make this project a 
success. We’ve watered, wished and wor-
ried together. We’ve had picnic lunches in 
the cemetery on workdays. To ensure the 
longevity and beauty of this project, the 
Knights, our court and the Rosarians hope 
to establish a “cemetery board” to continue 
the work that we’ve started. Most impor-
tant is our goal to educate our local and 
parish youth about the cemetery’s history 
and the need to preserve its beauty, history, 
and longevity.
 Our organizations have formed 
a bond that is a true grace to all of us. 
Court Mary Anthony has learned that 
“Unity and Charity” is a motto that 
should not be exclusive to the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas—it is a motto 
that should govern all lives, globally. We 
have all learned that spirituality can be 
found in the gifts of nature; enhancing it 
is a prayer to the Creator.

The restoration included painting the crucifix and 
attaching a new corpus.

Community 
youth were 
involved in 
the shrine 
restoration 
project, as 
stipulated in 
the grant.
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 One area of the Circle of Love should 
be the center of every court’s life if all of the 
other areas of activity are to be successful. 
Spiritual Enhancement helps us to under-
stand and remain focused on why we do what
we do. 
 In a way, the word “enhancement” is a 
bit misleading because it suggests that we can 
improve another person’s spiritual life when 
actually, that is the work of God. What we 
can do is to provide the time and opportunity 
for members to experience God. The great 
gift of our organization is that through it, 
we have the opportunity to do what we were 
created to do. As we know from our earliest 
days of religious education, we are created “to 
know, to love, and to serve God.”
 It is vital that we remember the three-fold purpose of our 
lives and that we not let the three get out of order. If we want our 
service to God’s people to be effective, then we must spend time 
as individuals and as courts in coming to know God more fully 
so that our love for Him will grow and our desire to serve will 
become more powerful. Coming to know and love God increases 
our level of commitment and our ability to remain faithful. Most 
importantly, the time spent listening to God together gives us our 
direction for service. Remember, we are called to follow; we are 
not called to run out ahead of God—even if we have the best of 
intentions. We must remember to follow the advice of our patron-
ess, “Do whatever he tells you.” (John 2:5)
 In subsequent Spiritual Enhancement articles, we will ex-
plore ways to provide special opportunities for our members to 
build their relationships with God. In this fi rst article, however, 
let’s talk about the opportunity we have most often—the regular 
monthly meeting. While it is, of course, always a goal to make 
our meetings short and productive so that we don’t waste anyone’s 
time, it is important that meetings also be a time for refl ection and 
inspiration so that they will provide a little nourishment for the 
soul.

 Opening and closing prayers are often underestimated as 
opportunities for spiritual enhancement. If we are not careful, we 
can think of the opening prayer as something that is just a part 
of the opening ceremonies. We need to help our members pause 
and recognize that the opening prayer is the time when we invite 
Jesus to be present at our meeting. Remind them of Jesus’ words, 
“Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I 
in the midst of them.” (Matthew 18:20) He is with us because He 
promised He would be. When that opening prayer is over, Jesus 
doesn’t go away. Helping our member-
ship remember that Jesus is still pres-
ent also helps them to remember that 
all the planning and all the decisions 
they are making are in obedience to 
His call to action and that all of our 
service is in response to our growing 
faith in Him.
 Opening prayers come in many 
shapes and sizes. They can be as tradi-
tional as a decade of the Most Holy 
Rosary with a short refl ection on one 

Drawing closer to God

Spiritual Enhancement:
Why We Do What We Do
By	Olga	Samaniego
Spiritual	Enhancement	Chairman,	National	Director

T he Circle of Love is a well-rounded program that suggests many areas of involvement 

in order to ensure that our members are vital and vibrant participants in our Church 

and our communities. The Circle of Love is what we do.

Olga Samaniego

God gives to every soul that
he has created a chance to come

face to face with him,
to accept him or to reject him.

 — MOTHER TERESA
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of the mysteries, or they can be as spon-
taneous as going around the table and 
asking each member to name something 
for which she is grateful or to name one 
way in which she has been blessed re-
cently. One of the most powerful open-
ing prayers has no words at all. It is the 
prayer that invites the members to be 
still in the presence of God. The leader 
can ask members to be seated comfort-
ably. She can invite members to breathe 
deeply and slowly and with each breath 
to breathe in the Spirit of God. The 
leader may choose to recite something 
quietly such as, “Come, Lord Jesus.”
 This kind of centering prayer 
can help members to relax after a busy 
day and help them to understand that 
a CDA meeting is different from all the 
other business meetings and activities 
in which they have participated during 
the day. During this meeting, they are 
offering to use their hearts and hands, 
their gifts and talents for the honor and 
glory of God. Opening prayers don’t 
have to be lengthy; they just have to 
help members open themselves more 
fully to God.
 Closing prayers are important, 
too. We can ask God to perfect the 
plans that have been made, and we can 
give members an opportunity to pray 
for each other. Help them to remem-
ber that they are sisters in Christ, and, 
as such, whatever affects one affects all. 
Give them time to rejoice together, to 
cry together, and to pray for each other’s 
needs. God answers prayer—sometimes 
in the most unexpected and delightful 
ways. Help them to wait and to look for 
answers with the eyes of faith. Praying 
together is powerful.
 Focusing on Spiritual Enhance-
ment will make the rest of the Circle 
of Love come alive for each member. It 
will put love and commitment into ser-
vice. It will give a sense of purpose to 
activities in leadership, legislation, and 
education, and it will give members the 
stamina and energy to reach out to our 
youth. It will even help in recruitment 
because when women look at our mem-
bership they will see powerful women 
on fi re for God. 

1-800-299-PRAY · www.FamilyRosary.org
The Family That Prays Together Stays Together™

Bring the 
Rosary  
to life for 
Lent...

orderdepartment@hcfm.org
www.hcfmstore.org
(use discount code CDA)

Sorrowful Mysteries

Also in this 
series:
Mysteries of Life:
Journey to Joy
(Joyful Mysteries)

Mysteries of Life:
Shadows to Sunlight
(Glorious Mysteries)

Mysteries of Life:
Compassion to Service
(Luminous Mysteries)

As you prepare for Easter, 
make your spiritual experience 
even more meaningful with 
this inspiring DVD. Mysteries 
of Life: Grieving to Grace is 
a beautiful way to integrate 
Rosary Prayer and meditations 
into your court meetings. This 
28-minute docu-prayer video 
on the Sorrowful Mysteries 
puts the suffering of Christ 
into perspective through 
the lives of real people. 

Retail price $8.95
35% discount for Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas

CDA price: $5.82!
(Use discount code CDA when ordering)

Sorrowful Mysteries

a beautiful way to integrate 
Rosary Prayer and meditations 
into your court meetings. This 
28-minute docu-prayer video 
on the 
puts the suffering of Christ 
into perspective through 
the lives of real people. 
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Give them time to rejoice together, to 
cry together, and to pray for each other’s 
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 Perhaps you were looking for 
a way to enrich your life spiritually. In 
talking and working with members 
throughout the Catholic Daughters, it is 
remarkable that in each member is found 
an ordinary person doing extraordinary 
things through volunteering to help oth-
ers. Alone you would not be able to ef-
fect a change in thousands of children 
with cleft palates, but as a member of the 
Catholic Daughters this becomes a real-
ity. 
 You show your commitment to 
life when you join the March for Life in 
Washington, D.C., each cold January or 
support various pro-life activities. One 
way you help in Third World countries is 
by supporting Project Handclasp. There 
are as many diverse approaches to reach-
ing out and making a difference as there 
is a diversity of members in our courts.
 What one notices is that all seek to serve God; and through 
the use of God-given talents, all enrich their own lives through 
this service. Members help build houses, send help to areas hit by 
disasters, provide opportunities for youth to share their talents, 
give assistance to the poorest of the poor through our many chari-
table involvements, and the list goes on ad infi nitum. 
 In Matthew 5:16 we are to “Let your light shine before 
men, in order that they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father in heaven.” Don’t keep the works you do in your local 
areas a secret; publicize, and let your lights shine. Each member 
needs to personally invite new members to join, thus helping the 
Catholic Daughters continue to aid humanity as we have done for 
the past 107 years. We work together to ensure the dignity and 
worth of all individuals through the various facets of the Circle of 
Love program. We are an organization with members helping our 
neighbors near and far.
 Offer your members projects and issues about which they 
will be passionate. The Order becomes more effective when the 
member experiences the rewards of her service in her community as 

well as abroad. The friendships you make 
are lasting and you gain spiritually from 
sharing in the Masses offered, rosaries 
recited and various prayer services. The 
lectures each year at The Catholic Uni-
versity of America in Washington, D.C., 
are sponsored by the Order to help pre-
serve Catholic Church history. The focus 
this past year was on four saints, women 
who lived and worked in America.
 During the next two years, pray 
that Mary, our Blessed Mother, the 
patroness of the Catholic Daughters, 
will guide us in our efforts to increase 
membership. With your help, we will 
continue to grow and offer assistance to 
those in need throughout the world.

Isn’t it great to be a part of the CDA?
Share the joy of belonging. Invite some-
one to join. The Catholic Daughters are 
seeking to enrich their lives while helping 

to make a difference. Women want to be part of a forward-look-
ing organization with a rich history of service. This is the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas. Women respond to a personal invita-
tion; invite and be the light that beckons others to join. Seek to gain 
new members to help ensure that our courts will grow and glow. 
 It is a humbling experience to have been elected sec-
ond vice national regent at the National Convention held in 
Buffalo. I find myself quite blessed 
to be a member of the Catholic 
Daughters for 44 years and now to 
be given the assignment as the na-
tional membership chairman. 
 For more information on the 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas, 
please tell people to visit our National 
web-site: www.catholicdaughters.org. 
As we work and pray, remember our 
theme, “With God, all things are pos-
sible.” (Matthew 19:26)

Ordinary people doing extraordinary things

Let Us Light Our Candles for Membership
By	Letty	M.	Calvetti
Second	Vice	National	Regent,	Membership	Chair

H ave you ever stopped to reflect on why you became a Catholic Daughter? For 

many of you it was a desire to be a part of an organization that shared your 

values and beliefs in a society that is ever-changing and challenging.

Letty M. Calvetti
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 Also attending were Reverend 
Robert Guerra, from the Parish of the 
Nativity, sharing a message from 1 
Corinthians on the Master Builder. St. 
Anthony’s Deacon Charlie Novosad, 
Habitat director and construction 
manager, added “it’s about building 
one home at a time.”
 Mayor Mike Morales offered 
warm greetings from the City of Eagle 
Lake. Scott Mattingly, CCHFH board 
president, told the enthusiastic gather-
ing that “no specific skills are required. 
We are to make straight the way of the Lord. Even this can be 
accomplished by clearing away rocks and debris.”
 State Regent Sheila Martinka presented the history of CDA 
and Habitat for Humanity partnerships from the first national build 
in Oklahoma City in Texas 1995 to the first Texas build in Corpus 
Christi in 2003; followed by Wichita Falls in 2007, and the Texas 

blitz build in Mexico in 2008. She added 
that “This is a day of new beginnings, 
new friendships, and a true witness of the 
CDA motto of Unity and Charity.” Chris-
tine Moore, state Habitat chairman, intro-
duced the committee co-chairs.
 Eighty-seven volunteers packed 
with hammers and determination as-
sembled and raised the walls with new 
homeowners Martin, Linda and Saman-
tha Sanchez. From now to the dedica-
tion scheduled for late March, CDA 
members from the various 231 Texas 

courts will be making road trips each Friday and Saturday in 
support of the Habitat project. Scott Mattingly said, “if we have 
a turnout like this every weekend, the Sanchez family will cel-
ebrate Christmas here.” Working with her own hammer used on 
many Habitat builds was Immediate Past National Regent Libby 
Ramirez of Victoria.

Habitat house is a state effort

Raise That Wall in Texas
By	Terrie	Vacek

C atholic Daughters throughout Texas are working on the fourth Habitat 

for Humanity state build. The blessing ceremony was officiated by State 

Chaplain Rev. Donald Ruppert of East Bernard on Saturday, October 2 at 

the building site, 711 East A Street, Eagle Lake.

Left to right are Martin and Linda Sanchez, Habitat for Humanity homeowners; Sheila Martinka, 
state regent; Libby Ramirez, immediate past national regent; Rev.Donald Ruppert, state chaplain; 
and Christine Moore, state Habitat chair.

Determination and commitment fuel the work.

Hello from the Sanchez family, as they wave through 
the window of their new home. 
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 It was a wonderful experience for me as chairman to 
work closely with Libby Ramirez and the entire National 
Board and Penny Martin from the New York State Board. As 
I write this article for Share Magazine I smile at the lessons 
learned, both the easy ones and the difficult ones.
 We learned that Catholic Daughters could come to-
gether to work, to pray, to learn, to sing, and most of all, 
to laugh together at a national convention.  It truly brought 
New York State Catholic Daughters as the host state in union 
with Catholic Daughters from the rest of the nation.

 One of the most important lessons we learned was to 
make our “To Do” list early on and to begin checking off as 
many items as possible during the two years of preparation. 
We learned that we had to be able to think on our feet and 
shift gears when plans went astray. We made plenty of lemon-
ade from some of the lemons we were given. We always kept 
our eyes focused on the goals and reasons why we were at this 
convention.
 We also could observe, fi rst hand, the importance of and 
the reality of delegation. No one person or committee could

Delegation of tasks needed

Refl ections and Lessons Learned from 
the Recent National Convention
By	Helene	Shepard
Convention	Chairman,	National	Secretary-Treasurer

T he 53rd Biennial National Convention, which took place in Buffalo this past July 

2010, is but a fond memory. It was a beautiful sight to see almost 1200 women 

arrive at the Adam’s Mark Hotel.

The convention was a team effort, involving many key participants.
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possibly have exe-
cuted such an out-
standing event. 
Committees and 
individuals were 
entrusted with 
various responsi-
bilities and came 
through with fl y-
ing colors.
 In addi-
tion to the light-
hearted moments throughout the conven-
tion and especially at “Fun Night,” we 
learned once again that our organization 
has a history and a dignity uniquely its 
own. The ceremonial aspects and the deco-
rum of the liturgies and installation were 
deeply moving experiences. The music 
for the liturgies was outstanding and was 
professionally directed by Penny Martin. 
Our minds, hearts and spirits were lifted 
through participation in these events. The 
Living Rosary and Procession was a won-
derful start for the opening ceremony of 
the convention. The presence of the clergy 
was evident from the very start with Bish-
op Edward Grosz and Bishop David Fell-
hauer and many chaplains participating in 
the Living Rosary as well as other liturgi-
cal events.
  We, the participants at all levels, 
came to realize the complexity and reach of 
the CDA mission. The workshops helped 
to enlighten the members while motivat-
ing them to return to their courts with 
new ideas that were tried and true. We left 
with a deeper understanding of and appre-
ciation for, our membership.
 And finally, on a personal level, I 
learned that I am part of a wonderful or-
ganization of Catholic women. As the li-
aison between the National Board and the 
New York State Court as well as the staff 
at the National Office, it was obvious that 
they were always ready to assist, encourage 
or just plain run interference. So I say a 
heartfelt thank you to each and every one 
who worked with me and for me. 
 Joyfully we hand the Paten over to 
the Nebraska State Board and Shirley Sey-
fried, 2012 chairman, and wish them as 
much luck and success in their convention 
as we had in our convention.

Do any of you remember the entertainers called, “The One Man Band?” It 
was usually a man playing an accordion with a harmonica in his mouth 

and cymbals attached to his knees. He sometimes also had a horn. It was an 
amusing act to watch but certainly not a source of fi ne music.
 Unfortunately, some of our offi cers on all levels of our organization try to 
be a “One Man Band.” They assume too many responsibilities in the state court 
or local court, with the ultimate outcome being – nothing gets done well.
 There are a variety of reasons why this happens: 

•  Insecurity – Low confi dence in what they are doing. 
•  Perfectionism – The belief that no one can do it as well as they could. 

Therefore, they believe they have to do it themselves to have it done 
right.

•  Lack of confi dence in others – Questioning their member’s ability to 
get the job done.

•  Competition with others – The need to be a winner. Winning is more 
important to them than the well-being of their members.

•  Inability to give direction – Directions are sometimes poorly given or 
lacking altogether and there is often little or no follow-up.

 The bottom line is – good leaders create orchestras. They assign roles 
giving clear directions and timelines. They allow members to practice and per-
form. They are there to guide, encourage and correct if necessary, producing a 
harmonious blend.
At this point we may ask ourselves, how I can be a positive leader? It is simple. 
A positive leader is someone who inspires, motivates, energizes and unites, while 
generating loyalty and producing results. Refl ect on the following:

• Give more than you expect others to give
• Combine optimism and perseverance
• See everyone as a diamond in the rough
• Express appreciation; accept responsibility
• Keep your ego in check
• Show respect for the members of the court
• Treat the members of the court as a family
• Be a source of spirituality and inspiration
• Stress cooperation, not competition
• Maintain a sense of humor

 In this way, all the members feel part of, and have ownership in the out-
come. This, in turn, encourages them to take on further responsibilities and 
other jobs with confi dence. This perpetuates positive leadership.
 Let’s all continue to make beautiful music together.

—Helene Shepard

The Leader of the Band
Shares Responsibility

be a “One Man Band.” They assume too many responsibilities in the state court 
or local court, with the ultimate outcome being – nothing gets done well.
 There are a variety of reasons why this happens: 

 – Low confi dence in what they are doing. 

or local court, with the ultimate outcome being – nothing gets done well.

Helene Shepard
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 Claudia Bosch, immediate past national regent at the time of 
the convention, and I served on the National Board for several years. 
I was pleased to serve as her national regent-elect during her term as 
National Regent (2006-2008). Claudia was the fi rst to present. 
 She stated that she felt so honored and blessed to stand be-
fore the convention delegates as a past national regent. Claudia is 
very thankful for the many years she served on the National Board 
and acknowledged that they were so rewarding, but she assured us 
that she is extremely comfortable in her role as an active member 
of her local court and stated, “It’s nice to be home again.”
 The following is a quote from Claudia’s message: “As we are 
all aware, it only takes a spark to start a fi re, so I hope some fi res 
of sharing our faith, friendship and fun are started or rekindled at 
this convention. We do not need to create huge fl ames, but little 
sparks will do: a spark that will touch others with warmth and 
guide them with just enough light to fi nd their way. Let us all be 
keepers of the fi re together.”
 Next on the agenda was Past National Regent M. Joan 
McKenna (2004-2006). Joan commented on the awesome tap-
estry of the women before her, an organization 107 years old and 
still going strong. An organization composed of women with vi-
sion who realized that they were Daughters of God. These are 
women who heard the call to serve and answered, women who 
understand the value of sisterhood. 
 The following is a quote from her message: “As a young JCDA 
member in 1948, I believed that CDA was a tool through which I 
would become closer to our Patroness, our Blessed Mother, and I still 
hold fast to that belief. The future direction of CDA has been es-
tablished by you through bylaw changes and proposed resolutions. 
Strategies for continued success have been suggested for reaching new 
vistas of programming and membership development. You are the 
brain trust of this great sisterhood. We are all called to model disciple-
ship, “For in Him We Live and Move and Have Our Being.”
 Grace DiCairano (2002-2004) began her talk with, “Bless 
me Fathers and Sister Catholic Daughters, it has been six years 
since my last convention, but I have not sinned against you.” 

Grace referred to the message by the national clergy consultant 
in the Summer issue of Share in which he described “letting go.” 
She assured us this was not her case. She has been very busy with 
her local court and said, “You can come home.” The following are 
excerpts from her message:
 “CDA is a fever that does not ebb; it is a crescendo that, in 
whatever capacity we serve, past experience emerges to the fore-
ground and is most vital for the present--and the future. Our fi -
delity is embedded to the point that it becomes a vocation. We 
proudly hail our membership, contributions and most notably, 
our womanhood. We face obstacles and plunge more avidly into 
the hearts of those who look to us with anticipation, consolation 
and moral convictions.” 
 “Each national regent serves to a different drummer, differ-
ent climate and different circumstances. My term was very brief, 
very different and very special--during a very historic time. How-
ever, as past national regents we still continue in the background 
to willingly offer our services,” Grace said. She closed by saying 
that she believes in Angels and in their transparency. Angels sur-
round her by their peaceful presence and through the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas.
 Grace Rinaldi (1994-1998) opened her talk by stating, 
“The Old Gray Mare ain’t what she used to be,” and she received 
loud applause. She said that in recent years she has acquired new 
friends, authors of novels she has been reading. The following are 
quotes from Grace Rinaldi’s message: “Being in Buffalo has mem-
ories for me. In 1940, my husband and I were married and came 
to Niagara Falls and went on the ‘Maid of the Mist’.”
 “The one item in my life that has remained constant is 
the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. Being a member for 67 
years, Catholic Daughters has become a way of life. The one thing 
that doesn’t change and that which unites each of us together is 
our strong faith. Where would we be without it? Some of my lon-
gest and dearest friends are Catholic Daughters who live far away 
from me but are as close as can be with a telephone call. Some are 
here today and know what I mean. To each of you present today, 

Lifelong commitment

Past National Regents Continue
Their Support
By	Libby	Ramirez
Immediate	Past	National	Regent

J oining the ranks of the past national regents has been a special privilege for me. 

They have laid the foundation of CDA and incoming national regents try to build on 

this foundation. It was my pleasure to give them the opportunity to present their 

messages at the National Convention. 
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whether you are 18 or in your 90’s, keep active in the Catho-
lic Daughters. When you are low, seek out a Catholic Daughter. 
When you are overjoyed, share your joys.” 
 She stated that when she left California for the convention 
she thought this might be her last convention. But since getting 
there and receiving many hugs and renewing many wonderful re-
lationships, well who knows? “Our National Regent Libby says, 
‘We’ll see. It is in God’s hands.’” Grace continued, “He has been 
very good to me. He has kept me well so I could be a caregiver for 
my daughter and her husband but time is passing on and I wanted 

to attend this convention and share these 
feelings with you. When you have time, 
offer an extra prayer for me.”
 Rayola McLaughlin (1986-1990), 
the senior member of this special group 
of women, welcomed the delegates to the 
53rd National Convention, where she 
said they had come to pray together, learn 
together, and spend some quality time 
together with Catholic Daughters from 
all over the Americas. The following are 
excerpts from Rayola’s message:
 “As a national organization of 
Catholic women, we must be an advo-
cate on the important issues facing us 
today and we must be as clear as we can 
be in our communication process. Nev-
er, in the history of our Church or the 
history of our country is the concerted 
voice of Catholic women more needed 
than it is today.”

 “It is of the utmost importance that we make membership 
our top priority. Young Catholic women must be invited to join 
with us on our journey to help wipe out the evils and cancerous 
growths that have eroded our world,” Rayola continued.
 “We have the tools to create action and energize the entire 
world and we have the united power to take a leading role to 
make our Catholic women’s voice heard all over the Americas, as 
intelligent Catholic women speaking out for what we believe in 
and for what we stand for. Building a better world must be our 
fundamental goal.”

Have You Moved? Is Your Mailing Label 
Incorrect? If so, please notify your court’s 
financial secretary and the CDA Nation-
al Headquarters. Send the mailing label 
showing your old address along with 
your new address to: Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas, 10 West 71st St., New 
York, N.Y. 10023

Name 
Address
City State          Zip 

Attach mailing label here.

DID YOU KNOW that the cost for every  
Share Magazine that

is returned to us due to an incorrect address is $.94 (.50 return postage due plus an
additonal .44 to find out what the correct address is)?  It is imperative that all changes of 
address are sent to us when they occur.  If you are a snowbird, perhaps you could ask 
your local post office to hold the Share magazine along with all your other periodical  
mail for your return.

This would save CDA more than $4,100.00 per year.

Gathered on the dais during a break in the business sessions are Past National Regents, left to right, 
M. Joan McKenna, Rayola McLaughlin, Grace Rinaldi, Grace DiCairano, Claudia Bosch, and Immediate 
Past National Regent Libby Ramirez.
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 As renewed efforts have 
surfaced to redefi ne marriage, the 
United States Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops recently produced a 
12-minute fi lm, “Made for Each 
Other,” available at http://www.
usccb.org/marriageuniqueforarea-
son/index.shtml. The fi lm is the 
fi rst of a series of fi lms intended to 
inform Catholics on how to defend 
marriage. 
 In the talking points that ac-
company the fi lm, the bishops say 
people must understand the mean-
ing and importance of marriage before discussing “rights, equality, 
and non-discrimination.” Otherwise, “the topic will remain at a 
superfi cial level and be misconstrued.” 
 The fi lm beautifully shows a young, newly married cou-
ple bringing different strengths to marriage and completing each 
other. “Sexual difference is essential to marriage,” the bishops say. 
“Attempts to redefi ne marriage to include persons of the same sex 
miss the fundamental question at stake: What is marriage?”
 “Marriage is the permanent and exclusive union of one 
man and one woman, for the good of the spouses and for the pro-
creation and education of children.” They continue, “The two-in-
one-fl esh union and the fruitful love of marriage are only possible 
through the sexual difference and complementarity of husband 
and wife, man and woman.” 
 Some who argue for same-sex marriage say that marriage 
is just an institution devised by government in recent times, and 
so it can be changed by government. In 1888 in Maynard v. Hill, 
however, Justice Stephen Johnson Field wrote, “[Marriage] is 
something more than a mere contract.... It is an institution, in the 
maintenance of which in its purity the public is deeply interested, 
for it is the foundation of the family and of society, without which 
there would be neither civilization nor progress.”

 The bishops agree, writ-
ing, “Marriage is not a construct 
of religion or the state…. [It] is 
grounded in the nature of the hu-
man person, created male and fe-
male by God.” In other words, the 
state recognizes marriage; it did 
not create the concept. 
 In similar fashion, the state 
recognizes motherhood; it did 
not create the concept. Although 
the state may pass a law saying 
mothers are fathers, the state-
ment is untrue and is contrary to 

nature: mothers are mothers; fathers are fathers. Marriage is the 
union of man and woman.
 The bishops say, “So-called same-sex ‘marriage’ and other 
forms of same-sex ‘unions’ are contrary to right reason (the natural 
moral law) and revealed truth. They are contrary to the truth of 
the person and the language of the body.”
 “Treating different things differently is not unjust discrimi-
nation,” they continue. “Standing for the truth of marriage does 
not ignore rights or the equal dignity of human persons. Rather, 
it is a stand for the rights of husbands and wives, the unique re-
sponsibilities of mothers and fathers, 
the good and rights of children, the 
dignity of all human persons, and the 
common good.” 
 The fi lm’s guide concludes, 
“Truth matters. This is why the Church 
teaches that marriage is the union of 
one man and one woman. This truth is 
absolutely essential for respecting the 
dignity of every person.” 
 On this truth, we must stand 
firm.

Bishops defend marriage

Marriage: 
the Union of One Man and One Woman
By	Margaret	Sitte
National	Legislative	Chairman

M arriage, the foundation of family life, has been under attack for the last 50 

years. Increased out-of-wedlock births, cohabitation and divorce have all 

hurt marriage, but same-sex unions threaten to do even more damage. This 

country’s Catholic bishops are leading the way in defending the importance of marriage. 

Margaret Sitte
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Pennsylvania Court Celebrates 90th Anniversary

Court St. Theresa #562 in Blairsville, 
Pennsylvania, observed its 90th 

anniversary with Mass and brunch on 
September 12, 2010. National and state 
offi cers, neighboring court members, 
the court chaplain and other dignitaries 
were invited to share in the festivities. 
A Knights of Columbus honor guard 
formed an arch for attendees. Con-
gratulations were extended to Court St. 
Theresa’s seven living past regents: Ann 
Marie Spiardi, Arlene Sabedra, Amelia 
Henigin, Janet Altman, Elaine Scherer, 
Eleanor Thomas and Mary Jo Oppel.

Front row, left to right, are Laraine McGinnis, state regent, Second Vice National Regent Letty Calvetti, First Vice State Regent Margaret Novak and 
District Deputy Corrine Howe. Second row, left to right, are Barbara Kozar, fi nancial secretary, Amelia Henigin, vice regent, Mary Jane Lusby, regent, 
Christina Bell, recording secretary and Roberta Wasko, treasurer.

2� Share Magazine  •  Winter 2010–2011

Anniversaries

New York Court Celebrates
85th Anniversary

Court Nativity of Our Lady #931 in Brockport, New York, celebrated its 
85th anniversary with special attendees including members who were 
“80 and 90 years young” and visiting priest Rev. Samuel Batsa (pictured 
in the photo, top row, far left). In the front row, are Evelyn Krekic, 
recording secretary; Jean Shervin, district deputy; Sally Rytlewski, 
past New York state regent, past national director and past second vice 
national regent; Charilla Conner, vice regent; Rev. Peter Enyan-Boadu, 
pastor of the Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and 
chaplain ofCourt #931; and Dawn Rejewski, regent.

Louisiana Court Celebrates
20th Anniversary

Court Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha #2331 in Denham 
Springs, Louisiana, celebrated its 20th anniversary on 

Saturday, February 20, 2010, with Mass followed by a cel-
ebratory banquet. Guest speakers at the banquet included 
Rev. Vincent Dufresne (past Louisiana state chaplain and 
past court chaplain) and Gloria Newman (current state re-
gent). Many court members were presented with pins in rec-
ognition of their many years of service to their court and 
community.

Court members gather in church during their 20th Anniversary Celebration.
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Texas Court Celebrates 40th Anniversary

Court Father Juan Zavala #2012 in Benavida, Texas, marked its 
40th anniversary with Mass at Santa Rosa de Lima Catholic 

Church celebrated by visiting priest Rev. Godwin F. Serrao and a 
procession led by Knights of Columbus. After Mass a luncheon was 
held at the school where memorabilia and pictures of deceased char-
ter members were displayed. Guest speaker was Deacon Ricardo 
Costley from Sacred Heart Catholic Church of Falfurrias. Other 
guests included the Rev. Epi Rodriquez, past court chaplain, State 
Secretary Eve Trevino, State Treasurer Minnie Rodgers, district dep-
uties, neighboring courts and nine charter members. Court Father 
Juan Zavala was started on January 18, 1970, with 29 members and 
now has 81 members. 

Nine charter members, are from left to right seated, Luby Carrillo and 
Carmela Garcia. Standing are Rosie Macias Lopez, Diana R. Canales, Maria 
Antionietta Garza, Mary E. Garza, Mary Gutierrez Garcia, Olga C. Elizondo 
and Isaura Oliviera.

Pennsylvania Court Celebrates
86th Anniversary

Court Doyle #932 in Coudersport, Pennsylvania, celebrated its 86th anniversary. 
Pictured in St. Eulalaia parish before the anniversary festivities began are, 
front row, left to right, Chaplain Rev. James Campbell, Regent Bea Sonnekalb, 
Judy Castano, who placed fi rst in the adult division for poetry in the CDA 2010 
Education Contest, Financial Secretary Karen Robbins, Vice Regent Julia Kolat 
and Recording Secretary Peggy Grady. Standing in the rows behind them are 
members of Court Doyle #932.

Louisiana Court Celebrates 86 Years

Court Mater Dei #868 in New Orleans, Louisiana, celebrated its 86th 
anniversary on May 22, 2010, with a Mass at Mater Dolorosa Church 
followed by a luncheon at a local restaurant. Pictured in front of the 
altar are, left to right, Florine Blouin, treasurer; Dr. May Ann Richter-
Richard, financial secretary; Wilmae Spedale, regent; Rev. John 
Hinton, pastor and celebrant; Lodonia Michel, recording secretary; 
and Diane Grego, district deputy.

Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Celebrated
by New Jersey Court

Court St. Francis of Assisi #2271 in Ridgefi eld Park, 
New Jersey, began its 25th anniversary celebration with 

an 11:30 A.M. Mass at St. Francis of Assisi Church. Father 
Gene, pastor, announced the anniversary as offi cers in robes 
and members in white blouses and dark-colored skirts marched 
down the aisle in procession. After communion, court mem-
bers sang the Catholic Daughters’ closing ode. Lunch followed 
at Bella Italia Ristorante; Regent Connie Sheehan opened the 
program, Elda Palmieri recited a prayer, members said a Hail 
Mary for deceased members and Connie Sheehan offered a 
toast of congratulations.

Court offi cers, left to right, are Paula Fay, treasurer, Connie Sheehan, regent, 
Peggy Moran, vice-regent, Flora Velarde, recording secretary and Madeline 
Banks, fi nancial secretary.



West Virginia Court Celebrates 92 Years

Court Clarksburg #334 in Clarksburg, West Virginia, celebrated its 92nd 
anniversary on April 25, 2010. Mass in honor of the court’s anniversary was 

con-celebrated by Rev. Chris Turner, Rev. Charles Mahone, West Virginia State 
Chaplain Rev. Joseph M. Mascioli and Rev. William Onuh, Veterans Administration 
Medical Center chaplain.
 The court honored Father Mascioli and Father William A. Anderson of Salem, 
West Virginia, as Priests of the Year, presenting them with plaques “in grateful recog-
nition of continued adherence to the highest ideals of the Catholic Daughters, and 
appreciation of their outstanding dedicated support and service throughout the year.”

In the photo, seated, left to right, holding their award plaques, are Father Anderson and Father 
Mascioli. Standing, left to right, are Carol Pyles, West Virginia state secretary; Marge Trinone, 
regent and Helen Beaumont, vice-regent, Court Bishop McDonnell #1865 in Weirton, West 
Virginia; Virginia A. Wolfe, recording secretary, and Shelley Ballard, financial secretary, Court 
Clarksburg; Nancy Jane Scardina, West Virginia State Regent and Court Clarksburg Regent; 
Eleanor Davis, financial secretary, Dorothy Scabb, treasurer, and Kay Doboski, Court Bishop 
McDonnell; Lisa S. Staley, West Virginia state treasurer and Court Clarksburg treasurer .
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Anniversaries

Court Wenatchee Celebrates
in Washington
Court Wenatchee #255 in Wenatchee, Washington, enjoyed its 95th 
anniversary on February 21st, 2010 with a celebration at Kuydendall 
Hall at St. Joseph Church in Wenatchee. Pictured, left to right, are 
Charlene Dronen, Washington fi rst vice state regent, Valerie Bradley, 
treasurer, Carole Hunsaker, regent,Mary Jo Kozar, past national direc-
tor and fi nancial secretary, and Betty Hartgrave, recording secretary.

New Mexico Court
Celebrates 65th
Anniversary

Court Carlsbad #1380 in Carlsbad, 
New Mexico began its 65th anni-

versary celebration with a Mass con-cel-
ebrated by Most Rev. Ricardo Ramirez, 
C.S.B., D.D., bishop of Las Cruces, New 
Mexico and pastor Rev. Cyprian Uline, 
OFM Conv. with Deacon Antonio 
Dominguez assisting. Mass was followed 
by a steak dinner catered and cooked by 
Regent Jean Young’s husband Jimmy of 
the Eddy County Sheriff ’s Posse. Char-
ter members were honored and received 
65-year pins.

In the picture, standing, are Most Rev. Ramirez, 
and, seated, left to right, the court’s two 
remaining charter members Madelene Bindel 
Ferguson and Regina Shelton.
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Washington Court Honors Its 85th Year

Court Caruana #906 in Yakima, Washington, celebrated its 85th An-
niversary with Mass at St. Joseph’s Church in Yakima followed by 
breakfast shared with court members. In the photo, left to right, front 
row, are Connie Courcy, Catherine Barthel, Monica Kannedy, Rose 
Marie Ulmer, Washington state secretary, Mary Ruth Lemon, Margaret 
Wetch and Mary Heit. Back row, left to right, are Stella Vay Gilligan, 
Sandra Metz, recording secretary, Thereasa Trujillo, vice regent, Rev. 
Gene Delmore, S.J., Karen Walker, regent, Nancy Bechard and Donna 
Boyle, treasurer. Court Chaplain Rev. Neill Meany, S.J., was unable to 
be present for this picture.

Celebrating 95 Years of Unity and Charity

Court Annunciata #260 in Conelsville, Pennsylvania, cel-
ebrated its 95th anniversary with Mass at the Bishop 

Connare Center con-celebrated by Monsignor J. Edward Mc-
Cullough, past diocesan director, and Father Emil Payer, Greens-
burg diocesan chaplain. District, state and local members and 
offi cers attended. Court offi cers present for the anniversary were 
Virginia McDowell, regent, Dolores Tissue, vice-regent, Palatine 
Akers, recording secretary, Pam McKeel, fi nancial secretary and 
Judy McKlveen, treasurer.

Banner announces Court Annunciata’s pride in its 95 years of Unity 
and Charity.

Texas Court Celebrates
60th Anniversary

Court Queen of Angels #1538 in Wallis, Texas, celebrated 
its 60th anniversary on June 5, 2010.  Charter members 

were presented with corsages and JoAnn Demny, Charlene 
Marek and Mary Ann Vacek were awarded 50-year pins. Guest 
speaker National Director Duchess Collins presented the court 
with a plaque of congratulations. National Clergy Consultant 
and Texas State Chaplain Rev. Donald Ruppert was present to 
offer his congratulations.

Charter members, left to right, are June Grigar, Ann Marek, Louise Polasek, 
Florence Svoboda and Virginia Verm. Charter members not pictured are Lillie 
Eder and Beatrice Knesek.

Minnesota Court Shares 50th Anniversary
Celebration with Knights of Columbus

On April 25, 2010, Court St. Anne #1840 in Medford, Minnesota, 
shared a golden anniversary celebration with the Knights of Colum-
bus. The festivities began at the 10:00 A.M. Mass with a Knights 
of Columbus Fourth Degree honor guard and visiting state officers 
from both organizations. In the photo are 11 of Court St. Anne’s 
31 original charter members. Back row, left to right, are Georgette 
Maas, Betty Hager, Helen Kay, Barb Haberman, Mary Sorenson, 
Joyce Pribyl, Dorothy Steinbauer and Marcella Trandem. Front row, 
left to right, are Merle Gostomczik (first court regent), Florence Maas 
and Virginia Jones.



Massachusetts Court
Visits K. of C.
Headquarters to Honor 
Mother Teresa

Court St. Joseph #1475 in Med-
way, Massachusetts, joined with 

St. Joseph’s Parish to sponsor a pilgrim-
age to the Knights of Columbus head-
quarters in Hartford, Connecticut. 
The purpose of the pilgrimage was to 
honor the 100th birthday anniversary 
of Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta. 
Joining Court St. Joseph were other 
Massachusetts courts including Court 
St. Bernadette #2410 in Framingham, 
Court Our Lady of Knock #2395 in 
Needham, Court Our Lady #1500 in 
Newton and Court Brookline #488 
in Brookline. The pilgrims visited 
an exhibit of Mother Teresa’s life and 
mission at the Knights of Columbus 
Museum, and were then given a tour 
of St. Mary’s Church in New Haven 
where Rev. Michael McGivney formed 
the Knights of Columbus in 1882. 
The tour ended with a prayer at the 
tomb of Rev. McGivney. The Daugh-
ters were joined by Knights from vari-
ous Massachusetts councils including 
Upton, Franklin and Framingham, as 
well as Court St. Joseph’s Chaplain, 
Monsignor Moran, also a Knight.

Pilgrims gather at St. Mary’s Church, where 
the Knights were formed in 1882.
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News&Notes

Guam Church Raises Funds for Parish Renovation

Court Our Lady of Camarin #2047 in Tamuring, Guam, organized a fund-raising dinner to help raise 
funds for church renovations. In the picture are, left to right, Asuncion Cruz, Maria Macias, Rev. 
Alberto Salamanca, Dolores Aflague and Priscilla Muna.

California Court Hops to Help Families in Need

Court Our Lady of Angels #2599 in Burbank, California, held a Sock Hop fund-
raiser at its parish, Saint Charles Borromeo Church, to benefit the Holy Family 

Service Center, which helps many families in need within the community. The court 
also held a pantry item and clothing drive, both of which were a major success.

Looking very “fifties,” court sock hoppers are joined by Rev. Preston Passos, associate pastor, Saint 
Charles Borromeo Church, and chaplain of Court Our Lady of Angels. 
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Nebraska Court Raises Funds With Garage Sale

Court St. Charles #472 in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, staged a successful garage 
and bake sale as a fund-raiser to sup-
port the court’s charitable organizations 
FOCUS, Pro-Life Billboards, Catholic 
Social Service Food Pantries and others. 
In the photo, left to right, are Shirley 
Ficke, photographer, Treasurer Rose 
Nannen, Regent Marvalee Richardson, 
50-year member Shirley Baker, Vice 
Regent Alice Rotter, Recording Secretary 
Thoma Neid, Past Regent Paula Acquilar, 
Contributing Member Darlene Blankenau 
and Greetings Correspondence Chair 
Edna Wisnieski. Shirley Baker and Edna 
Wisnieski kept the bake sale stocked with 
the help of many participating donors, 
an added feature that drew traffic to the 
court’s garage sale.

News&Notes

Montana Court Partners for Life

Court Ave Maria #1166 in Great Falls, Montana, partnered 
with Catholics for Life to staff a pro-life booth at the Montana 

State Fair in August 2010. The booth had literature and life-sized 
baby dolls. A baptismal gown and quilt picturing Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe were raffled.

Bobbie Boutain, left, and Meta Lux, right, at the Montana State Fair Pro-Life 
Booth.

Minnesota Court Helps
Seminarians

Court Mother Teresa #2592 in Saint Paul, Minnesota, delivered 
and presented a contribution of $1,000 to Saint Paul Seminary, 
one of the court projects. In the photo, left to right, are Court 
Chaplain Rev. Randal Kasel; Monsignor Aloysius Callaghan (hold-
ing the donated check), rector and vice president of Saint Paul 
Seminary; Viola Maehren; and Jean Hoffman, regent, past regent 
and court founder.
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Donating School Supplies to Children in Need 

Members of Court St. Anne #866, associated with St. John’s Parish, in Piermont, New York, gather in front 
of school supplies they collected for the People to People Back to School With Dignity Drive. This program 
helps bring confidence and dignity to children by donating needed supplies for their schoolwork.

Oregon Court Donates
Wheelchair to Grotto

Court Holy Rosary #1386 in 
McMinnville, Oregon, raised 

funds to purchase a wheelchair for 
the Servite Order which admin-
isters a Grotto that is open to the 
public. Each year the court gathers 
with the Servites for a special Mass 
and reception. At this year’s Mass 
members noticed that an addi-
tional wheelchair would benefit the 
Grotto. Funds generated through 
membership dues, bake sales and 
the yearly rummage sale enabled 
the court to purchase and donate a 
second chair to the Servites.

Regent Susan West, left, and Father Ignatius 
of the Servites, right, stand behind the 
wheelchair donated by the court.

North Dakota Court Helps Fight Poverty in Kosovo

Court St. Mary #268 in Devils Lake, North Dakota, teamed up with the VFW 
(Veterans of Foreign Wars) Auxiliary of Devils Lake to help the impoverished citi-

zens of Kosovo. Their poverty was brought to the attention of Court St. Mary by court 
member Diane Peyerl’s son, John, who was serving with the armed forces in Kosovo at 
the time. Many citizens and organizations joined the effort to collect and mail 1,692 
items including socks, mittens, hats and scarves at a cost of nearly $800.

Left to right, Knights of Columbus representative Pius Kraft holds the donated check with Sue Locker, 
treasurer; standing in front of boxes to be mailed to Kosovo are Diane Peyerl, court and VFW Auxiliary 
member, along with VFW Auxiliary members Corinne Peterson and Joyce Kruckenberg.

Court News Photos
When sending in a photo for a 
court news item, please be sure 
to send a print even if you are 
using a digital camera.



The Catholic Daughters of the Americas 3�

People

New Officers Installed by Minnesota Court

Court Queen of Peace #1558 in Slayton, Minnesota, installed new officers 
last June. The ceremony began with Mass concelebrated by Rev. Patrick 

Arens and Rev. Kevin Dobbs followed by a salad supper.

Front row, left to right, are Lana Oliver, Myrna Surprenant, Bernadine Kremer, Kathleen 
Silvernale, Linda Doescher, Mary Counter and Deb Lutmer, state secretary. Back row, left 
to right, are Elaine Schlichte, district deputy; Kim Konkol, Maryls Knuth, Joann Halbur, 
Nancy Bambenek, first vice state regent (and recently-elected member of the 2010-2012 
national nominating committee at the 53rd Biennial National Convention), Eva Clausen, 
Jeanne Schmitz, Father Arens, Father Dobbs, Nancy Einck, Betty Palmer, Janice Thraen, 
Fidelis Hartle and Ellen Huenke, second vice state regent.

Louisiana Court Honors
Long-Term Members

Court St. John #1214 of St. John 
the Evangelist Catholic Church in 

Plaquemine, Louisiana, held its annual 
awards banquet at the Island Country 
Club. During the ceremonies 50-year 
award pins were presented to Mary Lou-
ise Hidalgo, Carmen Rivere, Magdelene 
Gibson, Brenda Devillier and Francis 
Savariste. Twenty-five year award pins 
were awarded to Catherine Spano, Dot 
Devillier and Jennifer Markins.

Three of Court St. John’s 50-year member-
ship award pin recipients are, left to right, 
Mary Louise Hidalgo, Carmen Rivere and 
Magdalene Gibson.

Court Makes Special Visit
to Present Award

Members of Court Our Lady of Hope #2144 in 
Brigantine, New Jersey, visited Helen Couch at Our 
Lady’s Residence in Pleasantville, New Jersey, to 
present her with a framed certificate and pin honor-
ing her 65 years of membership. In the photo, are, 
left to right, Helen Hagopian, Laura Bauder, Joanne 
Messick, Jane LaVerghetta, and Barbara Gilligan. 
Seated, in front, Helen Couch.
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Oregon Courts Install New Officers

Court Our Lady of Good Council #1638 in Tigard, Oregon, 
hosted Court Christ the King #1489 in Newberg, Oregon, 

for an Installation Mass of new officers. Among the approxi-
mately 75 persons attending were many new members who were 
pledged at the ceremony. Mass was followed by a potluck din-
ner. Special guests included Sharon Buchanan, state regent, and 
Dorothy Gall, past state regent.

In the photo, left to right, are Ann Buchholz, Clare Roshak, Sandra Zahnle, 
Lucille Borsch, State Regent Sharon Buchanan, Mary Boucher, Denice 
Hogan, Dorothy Gall, Lynn Stevens, Rev. Ted Prentice, Berniece Volpe, 
Stephanie Malloy, Frances Vanderzanden, Mary Bartlett, Kim Adams, 
Ronda Senz, Wanda Bell, Barbara Setniker and Rosemary Kluempke.

Oldest North Carolina Court Installs New Officers

Court Asheville #412 of the Basilica of 
Saint Lawrence, D.M., in Asheville, North 
Carolina, welcomed its new officers. In 
the photo at the installation ceremony 
are, left to right, Diane Wright, recording 
secretary, Debbie O’Laughlin, treasurer, 
Very Rev. Wilbur N. Thomas, V.F., court 
chaplain and rector/pastor, Nancy Hof-
mann, regent, Madeleine Pflaumbaum, 
vice-recent and Aviva Bruyer, financial 
secretary. The oldest court in North Caro-
lina, Court Asheville #412, celebrated 
its 90th anniversary on April 25, 2010. 
The Basilica of Saint Lawrence, D.M., 
celebrated its centennial anniversary 
on October 17, 2009.

Puerto Rico Court Welcomes
New Officers

Court Santa Rosa De Lima #612 in Bayamon, Puerto Rico, held an installa-
tion ceremony for new officers for the coming term. In the photo, from left 
to right, are court officer Carmen Lina Laureano, Blanca Ortiz, Past Regent 
Illeana Vela, Regent Luz Patricia Cruz, Past National Director and Past State 
Regent Manuelita Duarte de Silveira, Mirta Laabes and Nimia Rivas.
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Vermont State Leaders Help
Welcome New Officers
to Largest Court

Court St. Monica #1181 in Barre, Vermont, which is the 
largest court in the state, celebrated the installation of 

new officers. State Chaplain Rev. Patrick Forman celebrated 
Mass and presided over the installation ceremony. A recep-
tion and business meeting followed.

Left to right, are Vicki Conti, treasurer; Deacon Gesulado Schneider; 
Kathy Partsch, recording secretary; Pam DeGraff, regent; Denise 
Dodson, vice regent; State Chaplain Rev. Patrick Forman; Jane 
Geider, financial secretary; Loretta Schneider, state regent; Deb 
Brown, state treasurer; and Esther Fontaine, district deputy.

State and District Officers Join
Court’s Installation Ceremony

Court St. Frances #547 in Gregory, South Dakota, welcomed 
its new officers with support from the South Dakota state 

and district. District deputy Leanne Payne presided over the in-
stallation, which was attended by State Treasurer Judy Konechne. 

Front row, left to right, are Judy Konechne, state treasurer; Doris Berens, 
court recording secretary and state first vice regent; Joan Grim, regent; 
Rita Grim, vice regent; and Leanne Payne, district deputy. Back row, left to 
right, are Mary Ann Suedbeck, ceremonial coordinator; Patricia Willuweit, 
financial secretary; Maxine Meyers, color guard; Susan Connot, flag bearer; 
Cheryln Shaffer, color guard; Patricia Cerny, treasurer; and Rita Taggart, 
banner bearer.

West Virginia
Court Welcomes 
New Officers
Court Martinsburg #392 in Mar-
tinsburg, West Virginia, installed 
new officers at the court’s regular 
monthly meeting in June, 2010. 
The installation was conducted by 
District Deputy Maxine Jones. In 
the photo are new court officers, 
from left to right, Elaine Gerhard, 
vice regent; Carol Bogacz, regent; 
Kitty Compton, recording secre-
tary; Germaine Talbot, financial 
secretary; and Karen Butts, 
treasurer.
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