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National Regent’s Message

A Time for Gratitude, a Time for Change
Dear Friends,

I have just returned from Omaha, Nebraska, the site of our 54th Biennial National 
Convention. What a great time of fellowship, fun, and faith development we had. Th ough 
there was much work to be done, we managed to accomplish our goals in the spirit of unity 
and charity that defi nes our organization and have a good time while we were at it. 

 I am very grateful to the Nebraska state offi  cers and courts and the hospitality committee for 
all of your help in planning a fantastic event. Th e city of Omaha was warm (literally!) and welcom-
ing to the Catholic Daughters, providing an interesting and historic setting for our convention.

Th e city of Omaha was founded in 1854, and soon became known as the “Gateway to the 
West,” because of its location on the far bank of the Missouri River. For the Catholic Daughters, 
Omaha served as the gateway to the future of our organization. In addition to making needed 
changes to our bylaws and conducting workshops to enhance and improve our member involve-
ment, we elected a new slate of national offi  cers. I couldn’t be more proud of our offi  cers who will be serving the 2012-2014 term. 
I call upon all our members to join me in off ering prayers and congratulations to these worthy women. Let’s pledge to follow their 
leadership in a spirit of trust and cooperation as they take our organization into new territory over the next two years. 

Like those early pioneers of the American West, I am personally headed into some uncharted territory as I step down from 
offi  ce and join the ranks of past national regents. My term as national regent has been one of the most rewarding experiences of 
my life, and I remain ever appreciative of the trust and support that you have given me over the last two years. I want to take this 
opportunity to thank my National Board, who helped make my time in offi  ce not only successful but fun. Additionally, I want to 
off er my gratitude and praise for Anne Nelson. As National Regent-Elect, she has taken on many responsibilities and has been of 
invaluable assistance to me. It has been a pleasure to work with her and watch her learn and grow into a bold, competent leader. 
I am completely confi dent in Anne’s capabilities and talents, and I am excited to watch her take the Catholic Daughters through 
this “gateway” and into a bright, new place.

Finally, as I “ride off  into the sunset,” I want to encourage you, my sisters in Christ, to continue the important work of our 
organization. “Let your light shine” to attract new members to our courts. Put your God-given gifts to work in service to CDA. 
Support our national charitable projects, as well as the local ministries of your home courts. Participate in improving and updating 
the Catholic Daughters of the Americas for the future of our organization, and pray for unity and charity. Your successes over the 
last two years have truly proven that “With God all things are possible.”

With Love,

AbouttheCover
Newly elected offi  cers are shown in St. 
Cecilia’s Cathedral in Omaha, Nebraska. 
National Regent Anne Nelson is in the center, 
at front. 

Photo: Terrie Vacek
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Mission Statement

Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas strives to embrace 

the principle of faith working 
through love in the promotion 

of justice, equality, and the 
advancement of human rights 

and human dignity for all.
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National Chaplain’s Message

We All Need a Trouble Tree
Dear Catholic Daughters,

Once, a farmer hired a carpenter to help him restore his old farmhouse. Th e carpen-
ter’s fi rst day on the job was a rough one. He arrived late to work because he had a fl at 
tire, halfway through the work his electric saw broke, and at the end of the workday his 
old pickup truck refused to start. Th e farmer had to drive him home. 

Arriving home, the carpenter invited the farmer in to meet his family. As they walked 
toward the front door, the carpenter paused briefl y at a small tree, touching the tips of 
the branches with both hands. He then opened the door and was beaming with smiles 
as he hugged his two small children and gave his wife a kiss. Afterward he walked the 
farmer to the car. 

As they passed the tree, the farmer’s curiosity got the better of him. So he decided to 
ask the carpenter about what he had seen him do earlier. “Oh, that’s my trouble tree,” 
he replied. “I know I can’t help having troubles on the job, but one thing for sure, troubles don’t belong in the house with my 
wife and the children. So I just hang them up on the tree every night when I come home. Th en in the morning I pick them up 
again. Funny thing is when I come out in the morning to pick them up, there aren’t nearly as many as I remember hanging up 
the night before.”

Having a trouble tree is the carpenter’s way of dealing with daily failures and problems which can sometimes seem overwhelm-
ing. Because problems and failures are a part of life, we all need a trouble tree. Th at is why Jesus, as he sent out the apostles to 
evangelize the world around them, thought it wise to provide them with a trouble tree. “If any place will not welcome you and 
they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off  the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them” (Mark 6:11). In other 
words, if you try to teach the people in a particular village, and you meet with failure, do not let the failure get you down. Shake off  
the dust from that village, go to a new village and start again on a fresh page. Shaking off  the dust from their feet was the apostles’ 
own way of hanging their problems on the trouble tree.

Like the apostles and the wise carpenter, we each need a trouble tree. Why – because, to start with, problems and failures are 
inevitable in the life of every Catholic Daughter who seeks to make a diff erence. Sometimes, however, we dwell too long on past 
failures and allow them to rob our lives of enthusiasm and joy. Sometimes we allow the problems of our courts and pressures of 
the everyday to ruin our peace. In order not to let this happen, we need a trouble tree where we can hang and forget our troubles, 
at least for a while. We need, at the end of the day, to be able to shake off  the dust of worry and failure from our feet knowing that 
tomorrow will bring with it a brand new day with brand new opportunities.

What happens when we do not have a trouble tree? If we have no way of shaking off  the dust of yesterday’s failure from our 
feet, the dust clings to us and accumulates and weighs us down. Th e result is depression and despair. We give up. We quit instead 
of going on to a new project. But Jesus does not want you to be quitters. He wants you to be women who begin again each new 
day. New day, new challenges, new opportunities. 

As Catholic Daughters, today is a good day to thank God for making provision for your failures, your weaknesses, your imper-
fections. Faithful women of God are not those who are perfect and make no mistakes; they are those who realize their mistakes, 
acknowledge them, deal with them, put them behind them and move on, beginning again each dawning day with a new hope. 

God in his mercy has provided you with a trouble tree, Christ. He Himself carried up our sins in his body to the tree 
of the cross (1 Peter 2:24). Th rough the sacraments, especially the sacrament of reconciliation, you have access to this tree 
of life. You can also do it through daily prayer when you do as St. Peter tells us, “Cast all your anxiety on him, because he 
cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7). 

Sincerely,
Rev. Edward Lamp
Past National Chaplain, CDA 
Tampa, Florida

Rev. Edward Lamp



New Films on Religious Liberty, 
Creation, & the Beauty of Life

♦ For Greater Glory

In this exhilarating epic, an impassioned group of men and women make the decision 
to risk it all for family, faith and the very future of their country. The film is about the 

true story of the 1920s Cristero War, the daring people’s revolt that rocked 20th century 
North America. Academy Award® nominee Andy Garcia headlines an acclaimed cast 
as General Gorostieta, who thinks he has nothing personal at stake as he and his wife 
(Eva Longoria) watch Mexico fall into civil war. Although the general hesitates in joining 
the cause, he soon becomes the resistance’s most inspiring leader, as he sees the cost of 
religious persecution on his countrymen. The essence of the film will make you realize 
the importance of guarding our religious liberty. All-Star cast includes: Peter O’Toole,
Eduardo Verastegui, Oscar Isaac. FGGLO-M . . . 150 mins., $26.95
DVD/Blu Ray Combo  FGGLO-B . . . 150 mins., $32.95

♦ october baby

Abeautiful, uplifting movie about a college age girl who is shocked to discover that the recur-
ring health problems she has endured for many years are related to an incredible revelation 

about her life — that she was adopted after she survived a failed abortion. Desperate for  an-
swers, she embarks on a road journey with one of her best friends to find her biological mother. 
Along the way she unexpectedly discovers the true meaning of hope, love and forgiveness — 
and that every life is beautiful. This powerful film will change the 
way you look at the world, your loved ones, and life. 
Stars: Rachel Hendrix, John Schneider, Jasmine Guy. 

OBABY-M . . . 105 min., $17.95

♦ cosmic oriGins
Has science really disproven the existence of God? That’s what many non-believers and 
other modern atheists say! But it’s not true. For generations, science has simply ignored the 
concept of creation because doing otherwise would raise the question . . .  of a creator. This 
new film looks at compelling evidence for God. Cosmic Origins is a fascinating look at our uni-
verse and who created it. Features many acclaimed scientists including Fr. Robert Spitzer, 
Stephen Barr, Lisa Randall, Arno Penzias, Owen Gingerich and more! 
Plus many Special Features. COCP-M . . . 50 mins., $19.95

OFFICIAL COMPANION BOOK
♦ For Greater Glory

The True Story of Cristiada
The Cristero War and Mexico’s Struggle for Religious Freedom
Ruben Quezada; Foreword by Archbishop Jose Gomez

Many people of faith today are asking, “What is the price of religious liberty?” In the 1920’s 
many Catholics in Mexico answered this crucial question at the cost of their very lives. 

The new major motion picture, For Greater Glory: The True Story of Cristiada tells the epic tale of 
Mexico’s heroic struggle for religious freedom in a little-known conflict called the Cristero War 
– but many questions still remain. Now you’ll go much deeper into the exciting history behind 
the movie with this fact-filled companion book – and gain important insight into the on-going 
fight for religious freedom today. 
Lavishly illustrated historical photos and with photos from the film.
FGGL-P . . . 150 pp., $12.95
Spanish Edition: Cristiada . . . FGGL:SP-P, 150 pp., $12.95

the importance of guarding our religious liberty. All-Star cast includes: 

New Films on Religious Liberty, 
Creation, & the Beauty of Life

www.ignatius.com

P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522 1 (800) 651-1531
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From the Editor’s Desk

Everyday Holiness

Holiness is not some ethereal quality reserved for saints and priests; it is active among 
us, and we see it all the time. Everyday holiness consists of doing worthy acts with 

no thought of personal gain. 
We all know people who quietly go about doing things that need to be done, without 

the need for pats on the back or words of praise. In a world that is becoming noisier, 
faster-paced, more violent and more perilous, these keepers of everyday holiness are a 
blessing, and they are more needed than ever. By doing what needs doing in many small 
ways, they are becoming more Christ-like and showing us what it is like to follow Christ. 
They are a counterbalance to the shouters, the screamers, and those who seem unable to 
control their anger and frustration.

Recently, I met a woman who stays to tidy up church pews on Sunday after every-
one has left. I met another woman who does grocery shopping every Tuesday for a home-
bound friend. I saw a young man with dreadlocks stop to offer his arm to an elderly 
woman with a large, unwieldy shopping bag so she could safely cross a busy intersection in Washington, D.C. I know volunteers 
who call on shut-ins with chronic illnesses, bringing them smiles and sometimes a plant, card, or a magazine. This, all of it, is 
everyday holiness. These good people balance off others like the two men I saw in the Metro subway yelling at each other at the 
top of their lungs and waving their arms. Apparently, the dispute had to do with the fact that one had refused to come to a party 
the other was giving. Did I need to know about this argument? Of course not. What I did know was that these two men were 
exposing all of us within earshot to an extremely unpleasant altercation. Honestly, the rage in these men frightened me. 

Those gentle souls who practice everyday holiness (often without even knowing it) instinctively realize that people in need 
are put in our path to help us grow in faith. In the Beatitudes and the teaching that follows (Luke 6:20-42), Jesus sets forth princi-
ples of everyday holiness: give to everyone who asks something of you; give without expecting anything in return; do unto others 
what you would like done to you; love your enemies; do not judge or condemn another person. Every time someone serves a meal 
in a soup kitchen, collects baby clothes for layettes to give to underserved mothers, visits residents in a nursing home, or hammers 
a nail into a Habitat for Humanity home, she is a living example of everyday holiness.

Those who practice everyday holiness are like good neighbors. Have you ever noticed how some neighbors are always there 
to help after a really bad storm while others simply grumble and complain about the power company’s deteriorating service? The 
good neighbors quietly pick up broken branches and sweep leafy debris off sidewalks. If they have power, they cheerfully bake 
casseroles or bread or cook a steaming pot of spaghetti sauce and invite their neighbors without power in to share, thus turning a 
storm into an opportunity for fellowship. 

What would the world be like if we had more keepers of everyday holiness? Surely, our world would be calmer, kinder, more 
joyful and more courteous. Isn’t that what Jesus would want for all of us? Goodness has a way of leading to more goodness, piling 
blessing upon blessing. Doing good works in daily life is our response to the many blessings God has showered on us. The greatest 
of these gifts is a place in eternity, paid for by Christ’s blood. As St. Paul tells us, “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism.” 
(Romans 6:4) 

We long for a foretaste of heaven on earth. Everyday holiness is a way of living and being that affirms God’s presence among 
us. What would it take for all of God’s children to live in harmony with each other, mindful of the peace only He can bring? If 
we all practiced everyday holiness, we might find out.

Share Editor Peggy Eastman



Th e Holy Trinity Will Embrace You

Discover a beautiful new way to embrace your faith with “The Trinity 

Amethyst and Diamond Cross Ring”—only from The Bradford Exchange.

Hand-crafted in an Exclusive Design
Exquisitely hand-crafted of solid sterling silver with 24K-gold plated accents, this 
ring features a custom double band. Four stunning marquise-shaped amethysts 
form a cross at its center, and three genuine diamonds symbolize the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost. On the inside, the sentiment “With God, All Things Are Possible” 
is engraved as a constant reminder of the joy of true faith.

A Remarkable Value... 

For a Limited Time
This ring is a remarkable value at $119*, payable in 4 easy installments of 
just $29.75 and backed by our 120-day guarantee. It arrives in a custom case 
along with a Bradford Exchange Certifi cate of Authenticity. To reserve, send 
no money now; just mail the Reservation Application. But hurry... this is a 
limited-time offer!

www.bradfordexchange.com/13446

©2012 BGE  01-13446-001-BIR

Solid sterling silver with 
24K-gold plated accents

•
4 genuine amethysts

•
3 genuine diamonds

•
Beautifully engraved band

Arrives in a custom 

case—the perfect 

presentation

YES. Please reserve the “The Trinity Amethyst 
and Diamond Ring” for me as described in this 

announcement. 

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                        State               Zip

E-Mail (Optional)

01-13446-001-E50381

jewelry

�������� ��������

the

P.O. Box 806, Morton Grove, IL  60053-0806

RESERVATION APPLICATION        SEND NO MONEY NOW

Shown actual size

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

To assure a proper fi t, a ring 

sizer will be sent to you after 

your reservation has been 

accepted.

*Plus $9.98 shipping and service. 
Please allow 4-6 weeks after initial 
payment for shipment of your 
jewelry. Sales subject to product 
availability and order acceptance.

LIMITED-TIME OFFER
Reservations will be accepted on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis.  

Respond as soon as possible to 
reserve your ring.
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California Courts Help Homeless and  
Battered Women with Children

Court Santa Sophia #2520 in Spring Valley, California supports El Nido, an 
interfaith program in San Diego for homeless and battered women with 

children. El Nido offers furnished housing, safe shelter programs and financial 
education free of charge. On May 1, El Nido held a Spa Night for the women 
the program serves, and on June 28th many of them graduated from a program 
designed to help them become healthy, independent women. Court Santa So-
phia hosted dinners for both events. The testimonies of the journeys of the 
courageous women provided powerful memories for court members.

Left to right, District Deputy Chris Murphy, Cora McNamee-Lawson, Regent Diana Garra 
and Carolyn Palm display the donated food items provided by Court Santa Sophia.

Illinois Court Shares Its 
Gifts Globally 

This past year members of Court St. 
Petronille #1096 in Glen Ellyn, Illi-

nois were busy sewing, knitting, crocheting 
and other activities. The court’s theme for 
the year was “how to recognize and use the 
gifts God has given to each one of us.” Since 
different members like to sew, knit, crochet, 
shop and are good at sorting and boxing, the 
court combined its members’ gifts to make 
or collect more than 30 dresses to donate 
to Little Dresses for Africa, 30 blankets for 
the Linus Project, 30 packages of diapers 
for the local food pantry and more than 30 
newborn blankets that a court member will 
personally deliver to a hospital in Honduras.

Iowa Court Honors Mary at Crowning

Court St. Rose of Lima #6 in Carroll, Iowa held the May 
Crowning of the Blessed Virgin Mary on May 3 at Holy 

Spirit Catholic Church. Mass was celebrated by Chaplain Rev. 
Tim Boekelman. The Blessed Virgin was crowned by Emily 
Freese, with Tommy Fitzsimmons serving as Crown Bearer. 
Dee Kanne was recognized for her 50-year membership. 

Crown Bearer Tommy Fitzsimmons watches while Emily Freese 
crowns Our Lady. 

Showing the fruits of their individual talents are, left to right, Sherry Melin, Rosemary 
Boecher, Past Vice Regent Cathy Douglas and Past Regent Tammy Miller.
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Catholic Daughters Making a Difference.

New York Court Holds Chinese 
Auction Fund-Raiser

Court St. Clare #912 in Great Kills, New York held 
its biennial Chinese Auction fund-raiser. Chance 

books were sold and gift certificates from generous mer-
chants, lottery tickets and hundreds of member-made 
baskets were raffled off. Also available were games for 
children and custom-made sweet treats. Material was 
distributed to guests with information on joining CDA. 

Funds raised will support the court’s many local chari-
ties, such as senior citizen and children’s funds, families 
struck by disaster and veterans’ groups. Regent Rose 
Taylor called this year’s event a success thanks to the 
many volunteers, contributors and patrons. The auction 
was icing on the cake to celebrate the 50-year anniversa-
ries of court members Gloria Barbour, Isabel D’Auria, 
Regent Rose Taylor and District Deputy Mary Ferreras.

Catholic Daughters Present Check to Smile Train

On Wednesday, August 22, the national officers who were visiting headquarters in New York for meetings gathered together to present 
CDA’s charitable donation of $51,000 to Smile Train, which was announced at the July convention in Omaha. Smile Train, a CDA 

National Project, was featured in the summer 2012 issue of Share on pages 14-15. Representing Smile Train were Director of Donor En-
gagement Troy Reinhart and Development Associate Samantha Johnston. 

When National Regent Anne Nelson present-
ed the check to Troy Reinhart, he said, “Every-
one here at Smile Train is deeply appreciative 
to the Catholic Daughters of the Americas for 
their generous support over the years. Not only 
have they helped more than 600 children with 
the gift of a new smile, but they have given the 
opportunity for these children to live a long, 
healthy and prosperous life. Thank you again 
for changing the world one smile at a time.”

Samantha Johnston thanked the Catholic 
Daughters “for your continued support” and 
explained that Smile Train is so appreciative of 
the donation because Smile Train’s overarching 
goal is “to provide as many surgeries as possi-
ble.” Each surgery to correct a cleft lip and pal-
ate costs about $200, so the Catholic Daughter 
donation of $51,000 will result in some 255 
surgeries, and the lives of those children will be 
dramatically improved. 

Left to right are Edith Schweizer, treasurer; Emily Napoli, regent of Court 
Veronica #419 in Tottenville; Josephine Maimone; Jo BiFulco, financial 
secretary; Mary Ferreras, district deputy; Anne Thompson; Rose Taylor, regent; 
Florence Cosmai; Julie Bonfiglio-Zinsley; Nancy Tymon, recording secretary; 
Franca Colombo; Joan Long; and Marie Dey.

Left to right are Second Vice National Regent Olga Samaniego, National Regent-Elect  
Shirley Seyfried, Troy Reinhart, National Regent Anne Nelson presenting the check,  
Samantha Johnston, First Vice National Regent Helene Shepard and National Secretary-
Treasurer Sherry Nilles.



10 Share Magazine  •  Fall 2012

Two Scholarship Awards  
Announced by Louisiana Court

Court St. Joseph #1642 in Paulina, Louisiana awarded 
the Catholic Youth Scholarship to Ashley St. Martin 

and the Catholic Daughters of the Americas Scholarship to 
Hannah Guidry. Ashley was an 8th grade student at St. Peter 
Chanel who entered the ninth grade at St. Charles Catholic 
High this fall. She is the daughter of John and LeAnn St. 
Martin. In response to the question, “What Catholic values 
will assist me in living out my faith in High School?” Ashley 
wrote that in addition to love of family and the worth of hu-
man life, “not giving into peer pressure, but remaining true 
to myself ” is an important value in helping her to live out 
her faith. 

Hannah is the daughter of Ken and Kathy Guidry. She has 
been involved in her church community for many years 
as an Altar Server, has been actively involved in the Youth 
Ministry, participated in the Living Christmas event, and has 
attended many church-sponsored retreats. 

State Court Memorial Scholarship Winners Announced 

Court Annunciation #1962 in La Grange, Texas sponsored applicants for the Texas State Court Memorial Scholarships and had four winners. The 
recipients were awarded their scholarships at the court’s regular monthly meeting on May 28. Seated are: left to right, Kallie Kothmann, $1,500; 
Arlin Lee Keilers, $1,000; Jordan Weyand, $1,500; and Stephanie Sevin, $800. Standing, left to right, District Deputy Terri Wagner, Marilyn 
Kothmann, Elizabeth Kallus, Pam Keilers, Maxine Holub, Sandra Weyand, Doris Lidiak, Debbie Sevin, Evelyn Burgess (State Memorial Scholarship 
Enrollments Chairman for Court Annunciation) and Regent Frances Guenther.

FocusOnYouth

Regent Debbie Rouillier, left, presents scholarship award to Ashley  
St. Martin at the St. Peter Chanel Eighth Grade Commencement  
Mass on May 22, 2012. 



“...one of the most 
productive charities —

dollar for deed — in the world.” 
—The New York Times

Donate online: www.smiletrain.org or call: 1-800-932-9541

Free cleft surgery which takes as little as 45
minutes and costs as little as $250, can give
desperate children not just a new smile —
but a new life.

According to the U.S. Government, women should take sufficient levels of folic acid (400 micrograms/day) during pregnancy to help prevent neural tube defects and reduce the risk for cleft lip and palate. When
folic acid is taken one month before conception and throughout the first trimester, it has been proven to reduce the risk for neural tube defects by 50 to 70 per cent. Be sure to receive proper prenatal care,
quit smoking and drinking alcohol and follow your health care provider’s guidelines for foods to avoid during pregnancy. Foods to avoid may include raw or undercooked seafood, beef, pork or poultry; delicatessen
meats; fish that contain high levels of mercury; smoked seafood; fish exposed to industrial pollutants; raw shellfish or eggs; soft cheeses; unpasteurized milk; pâté; caffeine; and unwashed vegetables. For
more information, visit www.SmileTrain.org. Smile Train is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit recognized by the IRS, and all donations to Smile Train are tax-deductible in accordance with IRS regulations. © 2012 Smile Train.
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HAVE YOU EVER SAVED 
A CHILD’S LIFE?

HAVE YOU EVER SAVED 
A CHILD’S LIFE?

Join our mobile community today! 
Receive mobile updates about our programs, success stories and ways to

help by texting OPTIN to 27722*.

*SMS subscription service. Up to 4msg/mo. Msg&Data Rates May Apply. Text STOP to 27722 to STOP.  
Full Terms: mGive.com/E Privacy Policy
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FocusOnYouth

New York Court Announces 
Scholarship Winners

Court Saint Anne #866 of Piermont, New 
York announced the 2012 scholarship 

winners. The recipient of the Veronica Hickey 
Award of $1,000 was Francisco Caruana, 
grandson of member Nijole Paronetto; 
the Marie Meyer Award of $1,000 went to 
Jennifer Sassano, granddaughter of member 
Angie Sassano; Achievement Awards of $500 
each went to Jonathan Soriano, nephew of 
member Almeda Silvea; Maggie O’Rourke, 
granddaughter of member Edna Blose; and 
Kimberly Murphy, granddaughter of member 
Nijole Paronetto.Left to right are Jennifer Sassano, Kimberly Murphy, Francisco Caruana, Maggie 

O’Rourke and Jonathan Soriano.

Texas Court Awards Scholarships

Members of Court St. Dominic #2549 in Houston, Texas awarded three $1,000  
court scholarships to graduating high school seniors. In the foreground, holding  
their certificates, are scholarship recipients left to right, Briana Freddie, Stephanie 
Giron and Jenny Mata. Court members standing behind them in proud support  
are, left to right, Dee Campbell, Financial Secretary Elsa Hernandez and Regent 
Barbara Vasquez.

Minnesota Court Awards 
Catholic Daughter  
Scholarship

Court Queen of Peace #1558 in Slayton, 
Minnesota awarded The Catholic Daugh-

ters of the Americas Scholarship to Molly Bass 
on May 22, 2012. The presentation coincided 
with a procession into church with flowers to 
honor the Blessed Mother. Mass was celebrat-
ed by Father James Seitz, who presided over the 
crowning of Mary by Michelle Zenk, grand-
daughter of member Corrine Zenk.

Molly Bass, left, with Judy Carlson, who presented the 
scholarship award to her.
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MENTION KEYCODE A23BBF63 AND GET FREE SHIPPING ON ANY BOOK IN THIS AD! OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 2012

It’s about winning friends, not arguments. 
Learn to reframe today’s hot-button issues 
to open hearts and inspire minds.  
ID# T1222  $13.95

Civil responses
to Catholic

hot-button issues

KINDLE VERSIONS AVAILABLE AT AMAZON.COM

Breaking Through: 
Catholic Women Speak for Themselves
Too many people have come to their own conclusions about women and 
the Catholic faith without listening to Catholic women or examining 
Catholic sources. Discover stories of women who successfully broke through 
and embraced freedom on the other side — real Catholic women who have 
asked the hard questions, explored their faith and expert secular sources, 
and come to a new, deeper understanding of the joys of being Catholic. 
ID# T1371  $16.95 
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Breaking Through: 
Catholic Women Speak for Themselves
Too many people have come to their own conclusions about women and 
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asked the hard questions, explored 
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Pop culture 
increasingly treats 
the “Catholic female” 
as an oxymoron

The life-changing
power of doing

God’s Will
Captivating preacher and retreat master 
Fr. Richards challenges you to let go of what 
holds you back and give yourself more fully 
to God.  ID# T1078  $14.95

The life-changingThe life-changing Challenging the 
culture by living 

our faith
Cardinal Wuerl provides the tools and 
inspiration you need to become an 
insightful ambassador for the kingdom 
of God, dedicated to the renewal of 
our nation.  ID# T1209  $19.95 
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‘Was that a call from God?’

The 54th Biennial National Convention: 
Inspiration, Learning and Peace
By Tom Panas
Photos by Terrie Vacek

I f you have Internet access, you can read detailed convention news recaps on the 

Catholic Daughter website at www.catholicdaughters.org — the lower left of the 

home page, under the heading “Recent News.” In this story there will be new infor-

mation about the planning and preparation, as well as highlights from the recaps. All 

titles are for the officers’ positions at the time of the July convention.

“Was that a call from God?” 
Th is was the comment used when a cell phone rang during 

the convention proceedings in Omaha, Nebraska. Th e often 
sheepish off enders were asked to place $5 in a box labeled “Was 
that a call from GOD?” and were good-natured about it, as the 
dollars in the box corresponded to the number of times the cell 
phones rang.

Calls from God didn’t come only via cell phones. Th ere were 
also many spiritual calls from God: moments of peace, learning, 
enlightenment, and inspiration that expressed God’s presence at 
the convention. Th ose “calls” and the convention’s success echoed 
the theme of National Regent Joanne Tomassi’s tenure: “With 
God All Th ings Are Possible—Matthew 19:26.”

Th ose who will work on the 55th Biennial National Con-
vention – to be held in Billings, Montana in 2014 – can take 
lessons from this year’s team. Planning began in earnest in 2009 
when Omaha was selected as the site. Th e National Convention 
Team, led by Joanne Tomassi, included National Regent-Elect 
Anne Nelson, National Convention Chairman Shirley Seyfried, 
National Executive Director Peggy O’Brien, and National Ad-
ministrative Assistant Mary Impellizeri. Th e team visited Omaha 
to explore hotels that were big enough to hold the convention as 
well as smaller ones in case a hotel was needed for overfl ow at-
tendance. Th ey also visited the churches and the tour sites to see 
what would be interesting to delegates. When the Omaha Hilton 
was chosen, they negotiated the cost of the hotel rooms, meals, 
and amenities.

At the same time, the Nebraska State Board was working dil-
igently under the guidance of Shirley Seyfried. Shirley explained, 
“Th e national team met with the Nebraska State Board (Nebraska 
State Regent Ruth Krumbach, First Vice State Regent Rosemary 
Shald, Second Vice State Regent Nancy Brown, State Secretary 

National Regent Anne Nelson, left, and Immediate Past National 
Regent Joanne Tomassi
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Elaine Boyce, and State Treasurer Barb Jensen), to go over the 
booklet ‘Planning a National Convention.’ Then the Nebraska 
Board took the reins. They established committees for each area 
of the convention with chairmen who reported directly to them. 
As chairman of the convention, I served as the liaison to help in 
any way that I could by answering questions, meeting with the 
board, and generally being the ‘go to’ person.”

As the Nebraska State team took care of business, the national 
team continued its work on the front lines. Mary Impellizeri han-
dled registrations, prepared name tags, compiled listings for the 
registration books, and organized the printing that needed to be 
sent to the printer in Omaha after receiving it from Joanne. Peg-
gy O’Brien and Mary prepared the awards and scholarship checks 
to be presented at the convention. They made sure that supplies 
such as the state signs, banners, and secretarial materials were 
available. Convention-goers will surely remember passing Peggy 
and Mary along the way to the registration area on the second 
floor, behind a counter in an open office, constantly on the go.

This careful, thorough planning was an important ingredient 
in the convention’s success for veteran attendees and newcomers 
alike. It was the first convention for Iowa Second Vice State Re-
gent Janet Laubenthal of Court St. Frances Xavier Cabrini #1797 
in West Bend, Iowa. Janet was at the convention “because I am 
a state officer,” she said, adding, “I feel wonderful to be learning 
how much I have in common with the Catholic Daughters here, 
and am excited that I will share everything with my court when 
I return home. In a very short time, I acquired a feeling of to-
getherness with everyone. I sat next to a Catholic Daughter from 
Texas and we plan to keep in touch.”

It was “about the sixth” convention for Illinois State Regent 
Trini Cantu from Court West Chicago #432 in West Chicago, 
Illinois. Trini noted that “not all conventions can be the same. 
Each one kind of adds to and improves upon the previous ones. 
This is a great convention. I especially loved the Memorial Mass.”

The convention formally began at 2:30 PM on Wednesday, 
July 18. Keynote Speaker Rev. Jim Sichko, chaplain of Court St. 
Anne #2568 in Lexington, Kentucky, inspired the audience with 
an entertaining and passionate speech, embroidered throughout 

with humor and song. He asked, “Would I know from walk-
ing into the elevator with you or sitting next to you in a restau-
rant that you’re in love with your Roman Catholic faith?” And, 
“Would I know that you’re a devoted member of not only our 
faith, but women of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas?” 

Much business was conducted throughout the afternoon, 
including a certificate of appreciation awarded to Teresa Duran 
“for sharing your God-given talents in graphic design to further 
enhance the goals of the CDA.” On Thursday morning Joanne 
introduced the Catholic Woman of the Year, Sister Rosemary 
Connelly of Misericordia (www.misericorida.com), an organiza-
tion for the disabled. Joanne presented Sister Rosemary with a 
plaque and a $5000 donation to Misericordia. 

During the business meetings past national regents were asked 
to share a message. Past National Regent Libby Ramirez read the 
message from Past National Regent Claudia Bosch, who lost her 
husband Jim tragically and very suddenly. “My best friend and 
greatest love was called home to God on January 4th,” she said 
through Libby. “Jim loved going to national convention so he 
could see his ‘CDA girls.’ He may not be here in person, but he 
is here in spirit.” Speaking on Friday, Past National Regent Joan 
McKenna said, “CDA is indeed a conversation with our Lord, for 
He uses us as an instrument for peace and love.”

On Thursday morning, brave Catholic Daughters awoke 
early and took a brisk 6:00 AM Walk/Run for Love. Walk/
Run Chairman Deb Makovicka reported that the event raised 
$10,400. Later in the day, saying that “this part of the program 
should make you very proud,” Joanne presented a check for 
$7,500 to Rev. William Reynolds and Doreen Badeaux, who 
represented the Apostleship of the Sea – a Catholic Daughter 
National Charity. Joanne later presented a check for $30,000 to 
Beth Mahoney, who was representing Holy Cross Family Minis-
tries, a Catholic Daughter National Project.

A motion to increase dues to $15 per year was adopted. An 
increase to $20 per year was first proposed, but delegates felt that 
was too much and voted it down. In response to a question from 
the floor, Anne Nelson said that additional monies were needed 
or services would have to be cut, including possibly eliminating 

CDA members gather for Walk/Run for Love Guest speaker Patrick Fagan with Joanne Tomassi
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Share magazine. A motion was then made to increase dues to 
$15, and it was adopted. Libby Ramirez made a motion to post-
pone the $5 dues increase until the March 2013 billing. The mo-
tion was adopted.

National Director and National Chairman Helene Shepard 
said that the 1903 Society raised $123,000 for repairs to the 
headquarters building in New York. Plaques for pledges to the 
1903 Society were presented to courts and individuals that con-
tributed. The 1903 Society was formed “to maintain and preserve 
our National Office in a Historic District.” Monies raised will go 
toward the substantial repairs needed in the headquarters build-
ing, including roof repair and new front doors.

Other events included a membership video produced by Sha-
ron Winzler and a Catholic Press Association award to Rev. Ed-
ward Lamp for a National Chaplain’s Message he wrote in Share
magazine. Sharon was later presented with a certificate of appre-
ciation from Joanne “for sharing your God-given talents in video 
production to further enhance the goals of the CDA.” 

Friday, July 19, began with a Eucharistic Liturgy offered for 
the Archdiocese of the Military that started with a color guard of 
four military men in uniform. The closing hymn was “God Bless 
America.”

During the business meeting that followed, Joanne Tomassi 
announced the new National Board: National Regent Anne Nel-
son, National Regent-Elect Shirley Seyfried, First Vice National 
Regent Helene Shepard, Second Vice National Regent Olga Sa-
maniego, and National Secretary-Treasurer Sherry Nilles. New 
National Directors are: Margaret Bingham, Vicki Feist, Joyce 
Ann Fleming, Ruth Guidry, Emily Guilherme, Mary Ann Kizer, 
Margie Oller, Arline Rich and Sheila Storey.

The 2012-2014 Nominating Committee members were also 
announced: Lois Nelson (chairman), Helen Arndorfer, Connie 
Boutwell, Melody Ciaravino, Kay Gilette, Deb Makovicka, Eve 
Trevino and alternates Bonnie Fox and Patricia Gavin. 

Joanne then introduced guest speaker Patrick Fagan of MAR-
RI (Marriage and Religion Research Institute -- www.marri.us). 
Fagan said that the marriage relationship founded on the love of 
God is the key to a healthy society and successful economy. Chas-
tity, he said, is the foundational virtue of all of society. He con-

cluded, “I think your grandchildren are calling on you to grow 
the intact young family that will worship God weekly.”

Joanne announced additional charitable contributions to 
CDA National Projects: SOAR! (Support Our Aging Religious), 
$9,000, and Smile Train, $51,000. (A check was presented by 
Anne Nelson to Troy Reinhart, Smile Train’s Director of Do-
nor Engagement, on Wednesday, August 22, at national head-
quarters.) Checks to CDA National Charities included North 
American College, $17,000; Catholic Relief Services, $8,000; 
Covenant House, $6,000; Missionaries of Charity, $12,000; the 
Tutwiler Clinic, $12,000; and The Labouré Society, $2,900. He-
lene Shepard said that the Labouré Society was chosen to replace 
the American College of Louvain, which closed its doors. Helene 
moved that $3,500 remaining for Louvain be given to the La-
bouré Society. The motion was adopted. Joanne concluded, “At 
this convention, you will be presenting $158,700 in charitable 
contributions.” 

At Saturday morning’s business meeting Helene Shepard de-
livered a message from Past National Regent Rayola McLaughlin: 
“As a member of this organization of Catholic women we must 
continue to be advocates of all the important issues facing us to-
day. Our voices must ring out loud and clear in order to make a 
better world for ourselves and future generations….We celebrate 
each one of you attending this convention for your strength, ded-
ication, and compassion in building a better tomorrow.” 

Joanne presented Terrie Vacek, who volunteered to take pic-
tures of the convention, with a certificate of appreciation “for 
sharing her God-given talents in photography to enhance the 
goals of the Catholic Daughters.” Terrie took the vast majority of 
pictures accompanying this story and posted on the CDA web-
site, even though she had duties as a delegate. 

The business continued with Circle of Love reports. National 
JCDA Chairman Arline Rich announced Youth Awards, while 
National Education Chairman Sherry Nilles read the Education 
Awards. Saying “As Catholic Daughters we see, we do, and then 
we do more,” National Quality of Life Chairman Anne Nelson 
announced the Quality of Life awards. National Spiritual En-
hancement Chairman and National Director Olga Samaniego 
gave the spiritual report and announced the spiritual awards. 

Clergy luncheon National Executive Director  
Peggy O’Brien
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National Leadership Chairman Helene Shepard then announced 
the leadership awards. The award winners can be found on the 
CDA website, bottom of the page, under the heading “2012 
Winners.” Click on the link “54th Biennial Convention Awards.” 
Many thanks to Dan Seyfried, webmaster, who keeps everything 
accurate and up-to-date.

National Habitat for Humanity Chairman Shirley Seyfried 
said, “I don’t give awards for my position because Habitat comes 
under National Projects, but I want to recognize two states that 
work very hard for Habitat for Humanity.” Shirley mentioned 
her home state of Minnesota and the Texas State Court.

In his Clergy Report, which grew out of a discussion by 
priests at the Clergy Luncheon, National Chaplain Father Ed 
Lamp said, “One suggestion was for Catholic Daughters to be 
bold and brazen to visit the parishes that do not have Catho-
lic Daughter courts. Another was the importance of recruiting 
younger women; they are the future of Catholic Daughters. That 
is not to negate the older women, they are the backbone, but the 
younger women are the future.” 

One of the younger women attending the convention – her 
first – was Megan Prah, 23 years old. Megan is vice regent of 
Court Kavanaugh #54 in Alexandria, Virginia. Megan said, “I 
would emphasize those suggestions brought up at the convention 
such as changing the meeting time that would allow more wom-
en to join, and advertise that women of all ages are encouraged 
to attend meetings.”

Joanne Tomassi supported this idea in her remarks at Sat-
urday evening’s Appreciation Banquet. “I continually hear ‘we 
must recruit younger members,’ and yet many courts continue 
to meet on a weekday in the middle of the day,” she said. “As a 
woman who worked outside the home for her whole life before 
becoming national regent, I can tell you that it would have been 
impossible for me to make such a meeting. I would encourage 
courts to consider changing not only their meeting times but 
perhaps their events and activities as well, as a means of attracting 
younger women, many of whom may be busy working or raising 
a family.” 

The best part of convention for Megan was “to meet Cath-
olic Daughters from different parts of the country. Connecting 

with other women who are working toward similar goals in their 
courts was very encouraging. One gets a great sense that we’re all 
working together to grow CDA.”

She added, “The business meetings seemed long at times, but 
I did appreciate that every business meeting started promptly at 
the scheduled time.” Being a Catholic Daughter has helped Me-
gan “think about the kind of woman I want to be. The women 
of Court Kavanaugh reinforce the values of faithfulness, kind-
ness, and generosity first taught to me by my mother, aunts, and 
grandmother.”

Sherry Nilles said the Education Contest themes for 2013 
are “Jesus is Reflected in Me,” and “My Life is a Reflection of 

Much was accomplished during business meetings

Military Color Guard leads the Eucharistic liturgy offered for the 
Archdiocese of the Military
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Good.” Sherry explained, “We try to have one religious and 
one secular theme.” Mary Ann Kizer showed a well-received 
Powerpoint presentation she prepared that Catholic Daughters 
can use as a recruitment tool. For a copy, e-mail Mary Ann at 
maryannkizer@yahoo.com. 

At 2:00 PM the Mass of Installation was held at St. Cecilia’s 
Cathedral. Before Mass began, Catholic Daughters entered in a 
procession of local and state officers according to their rank. They 
were followed by Knights of Columbus dressed in their capes and 
plumed caps, and then the liturgical procession entered, which 
included past national regents, the newly elected National Board, 
the clergy who were concelebrating and Archbishop George J. 
Lucas, principal celebrant. In his homily, Archbishop Lucas said, 
“On behalf of the nearly four million Catholics in the Diocese 
of Omaha, I want to welcome the Catholic Daughters, offer my 
congratulations on your convention, and give thanks to God for 
the gifts of this success. It takes a lot of cooperation and a lot of 
faith.” 

The newly-elected members of the National Board walked to 
the altar, each holding a red rose; they were blessed by Father Ed 
Lamp. Joanne then asked all the Catholic Daughters gathered in 
the church to repeat the pledge of support to the National Board. 
Joanne presented pins in recognition of their service to Past 
Second Vice National Regent Letty Calvetti, and Past National 
Directors Maryann Grabasky, Janet Martineau, and Julia Dolan. 

Newly elected National Regent Anne Nelson said, “Dear 

Lord, I speak for all the newly-elected board members. We do 
not ask that you make our lives easy, but that our problems do 
not intimidate us; give us the strength to work for God, for the 
Church, for unity and peace. Make our service the service of love; 
this we ask in the name of your son Jesus Christ.” 

Later Anne added, “Conventions always invigorate me. It’s 
like going to a big family reunion. I especially enjoy seeing of-
ficers move up the chain of office and how they improve their 
leadership skills in the process. Probably the biggest thing for me 
is the camaraderie with each other that all Catholic Daughters 
share.”

For her two-year tenure as National Regent, Anne said, “I 
envision an organization of strong Catholic women speaking, 
working, and living their faith, standing in strong support of our 
bishops and Pope and accepting that other people within our 
organization hold to the same truths but work within them dif-
ferently.”

Shirley Seyfried concluded, “To all of you who attended the 
convention, I hope you felt the warm welcome from everyone 
in Nebraska. It was a wonderful convention; we accomplished 
all our business, heard some great speakers, had very spiritual 
and moving liturgies, enjoyed terrific workshops, and hopefully, 
made new friends and renewed the old friendships. I hope every-
one who attended came away with lots of new ideas and renewed 
energy to work in CDA for the next two years until we meet 
again in Billings, Montana.” 

The clergy before morning Eucharistic liturgy

The chorus in white created beautiful music



For reservations, details & letter from YMT’s chaplain 
with his phone number call 7 days a week:

1-800-736-7300

Hawaiian Kings Tour
The Best 2-Week, 4-Island Vacation Available At The Most A� ordable Price!

15 Days Departing February 18, 2013 from $2048*
“Carefree” best describes your vacation starting with your Polynesian tour director meeting you at the Honolulu airport.  Spend 5 nights in Waikiki 
Beach (Honolulu) on Oahu; 3 nights on Kauai; 2 on Maui; 1 night in Hilo and 3 in Kona, on Hawaii (“the-big-island”).  Escorted sightseeing includes a 
city tour of Honolulu, Punchbowl Crater and Pearl Harbor, the Wailua River Boat Cruise, The Old Whaling Capital of Lahaina, the Iao Valley, Hilo Orchid 
Gardens, Rainbow Falls, Black Sand Beaches, Volcanoes National Park and more.  Includes: hotel accommodations, taxes, inter-island � ights, baggage 
handling, escort, & sightseeing.  YMT Specializes in Hawaii and has had its own o�  ce in Honolulu since 1967.  Mass will be celebrated some days on 
tour.  Fr. Gerres is Senior Priest at St. Elizabeth’s Church in Wilmington, DE.  This will be his seventh trip as YMT’s chaplain.

Plus...Fatima, Portugal & Lourdes, France

14 Days Departing April 9, 2013  from $2398*
Fly into Madrid (two nights) to start your Catholic Pilgrimage.  You’ll tour Madrid, the Royal Palace, and the Toledo Cathedral.  Visit Segovia and Avila 
(one night) with private Mass at St. Theresa Convent.  Visit the Old and New Cathedrals in Salamanca with Mass; and Fatima, Portugal (two nights) with 
sightseeing, time for personal devotions and Mass at Our Lady of Fatima Basilica.  Experience Sunday Mass and tour at Bom Jesus Church and Shrine 
in Braga and tour Santiago de Compostela (two nights) and visit sanctuaries, Bernadette’s House and Celebrate Mass at Chapel Lourdes - at the Grotto.  
Sightsee in Barcelona (two nights) including the Cathedral, choir and Mass.  Fly home Sunday, April 22, 2013.  Includes daily breakfast and 11 dinners, 
English/Spanish speaking tour director throughout!  This will be Father Wittouck’s  seventh trip as a YMT Catholic chaplain.

TM

*Price per person, based on double occupancy.  Airfare is extra.

Visit Cuba ~ Its People & Culture

Discover Cuba’s colonial history and vibrant culture! YMT’s fully-escorted Cuba program is operated under U.S. government 
people-to-people license # CT-18935 issued to YMT Vacations, and the itinerary will include a full-time series of educational 
exchanges and interaction with local people. You’ll never forget the scenery, history and culture of this beautiful island nation!

Join YMT on this unique cultural and educational program to legendary Cuba. From Miami, you’ll � y to Havana to begin your exploration 
of the rich heritage of this island nation. Highlights include � ve nights in Havana, two nights in Santa Clara, Old 
Havana, Revolucion Plaza, the Che Guevara Museum, Ernest Hemingway’s farm, and visits to the scenic towns 
of Remedios and Cienfuegos. Witness Cuba’s picturesque rural life and agriculture in Vinales and go to a tobacco 
farm to see the growing, drying and cigar rolling process of Cuba’s most famous export. Learn about authentic daily 
Cuban life and the island’s history and culture through meaningful interactions with the local people throughout the 
itinerary. Musical and artistic performances along with interactive painting and dance lessons will give you unique 
insight into the colorful island culture. This fully-escorted program includes eight nights hotel accommodations, 
round-trip airfare from Miami to Cuba, a full-time schedule of activities per the itinerary, a professionally-trained 
Cuban guide and 15 meals. US law requires that all participants of this program adhere to the full time schedule of 
people-to-people activities.  Your YMT chaplain is Father James Dallen, taking his 5th trip with YMT as a Catholic 
Chaplain.  He is currently a priest of the Diocese of Salina, Kansas.  *Airfare to/from Miami is extra.  

9 Days Travel with other Catholics departing February 26, 2013 from $2698*

Spain Pilgrimage

The Best 2-Week, 4-Island Vacation Available At The Most A� ordable Price!

Travel with 
Chaplain 

Fr. Gerres!

Plus...Fatima, Portugal & Lourdes, France

Travel with 
Chaplain 

Fr. Wittouck!
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Sister Rosemary Connelly helps the disabled

CDA’s 2012 Catholic Woman 
of the Year
By Catherine Wilkins
Secretary to National Regent Tomassi

T hough small in stature, Sister Rosemary Connelly has made a big difference in 

the lives of hundreds of developmentally disabled children and adults during her 

career at Misericordia Heart of Mercy Residential Center. 

When she took the stage to receive 
the 2012 Catholic Woman of the Year 
Award at the Biennial National Conven-
tion in Omaha, she also made a consid-
erable impact on the Catholic Daugh-
ters in attendance. After brief comments 
expressing gratitude and appreciation 
for the recognition bestowed upon her 
by the Catholic Daughters, Sister Rose-
mary did just what she’s been doing for 
the past 43 years: focused on the inhabi-
tants of Misericordia. Th e lights dimmed 
in the convention hall as a DVD about 
the organization played, moving many 
viewers to tears with its touching yet re-
spectful portrayal of life for the residents 
and staff  of Misericordia.

Today, Misericordia is a 31-acre 
campus of dormitories, learning envi-
ronments, recreational facilities, and 
skilled nursing units located just outside 
of Chicago and designed to serve more than 600 of the most 
vulnerable members of our society: people with severe develop-
mental (and also often physical) disabilities. A bakery and an 
inn on campus allow some residents to develop vocational skills 
by serving the general public, while others fi nd personal and 
spiritual expression through participation in the home’s singing 
and dancing troupes. State-of-the-art physical, occupational, 
and speech therapy are provided for residents who are more pro-
foundly disabled, and a nursing wing off ers a safe and caring 
environment for those who need round-the-clock specialized 
medical attention. 

Yet, when Sister Rosemary was called to serve as the executive 
director of Misericordia back in 1969, the facilities could house 
only about 150 residents. Th e organization focused on providing 

basic physical care for developmentally 
disabled children, but as Sister Rose-
mary recalls, “I knew they weren’t sick 
and didn’t belong in a nursing home. 
So immediately we sent some girls to 
be trained as Montessori teachers and 
we started water therapy, music thera-
py, and all kinds of diff erent things. Th e 
programs weren’t out there – we had 
to create them.” And create them she 
did, with the help of patrons, donors, 
and the hard work of religious and sec-
ular staff . Most everyone acknowledges, 
though, that the success of Misericordia 
would not have taken place without the 
tireless dedication and progressive vision 
of Sister Rosemary.

Immediate Past National Regent 
Joanne Tomassi noted how Sister Rose-
mary’s drive and determination “created 
a community of acceptance and inclu-

sion in the spirit of Jesus Himself, off ering love and hope to chil-
dren and adults alike.” She explained how the Catholic Woman 
of the Year Award is presented to a woman who has excelled 
in her commitment to the community or organization, and for 
outstanding involvement in charitable giving of time, talent, 
and/or treasure. Joanne then went on to say that Sister Rose-
mary not only defi nes what the Catholic Woman of the Year is 
about, but also “exemplifi es the virtues of unity, charity, and love 
that our organization honors.” As Sister Rosemary was presented 
with a check in the amount of $5000 to support her work, the 
entire delegation at the convention joined together in thunder-
ous applause, giving a standing ovation for the accomplishments 
and spirit of all the residents of Misericordia and for the woman 
who had become their champion. 

Catherine Wilkins

Sister Rosemary Connelly

Catherine Wilkins





22 Share Magazine  •  Fall 2012

House dedication draws celebrities

Texas Habitat 
Home: New  
Beginnings,  
New Friendships
By Terrie Vacek
Texas State Public Relations Chair

T his was my wildest fantasy and an answer to my prayers,” said a grateful Tory 

Kitchens. June 14, 2012, is a day that Habitat for Humanity new home owner 

Tory Kitchens and her three sons will never forget. The Texas State Court in 

celebration of its 95th anniversary sponsored her home.

Texas is proud that it was the first state to sponsor the 2004 
CDA Habitat for Humanity build in Corpus Christi, which was 
co-sponsored by the national CDA Office. Texas followed with 
builds in Wichita Falls, 2007; Mexico, 2008; Eagle Lake, 2011; 
and Victoria, 2012. Past National Regent Libby Ramirez of Victo-
ria, State Regent Carolyn Malik of Shiner, and Second Vice State 
Regent Eve Trevino of Corpus Christi have worked on all five Tex-
as-sponsored Habitat builds.

At the ground-breaking, Golden Crescent Habitat for Hu-
manity Executive Director Cynthia Staley commented, “Look at 
the scripture your state regent Carolyn Malik has selected for your 

t-shirt; with each nail hammered, understand that God is prod-
ding us to live well. It’s for Tory and for our divine Carpenter.” 

Catholic Daughters from 23 courts across Texas gathered in 
Victoria on the opening day of construction, raising voices in song 
and praise before raising every interior and exterior wall to the 
house. Most Rev. David E. Fellhauer, bishop of Victoria, blessed 
the ground, volunteers, and materials. Rev. John Peters, JCDA 
state chaplain and vicar general of the Diocese of Victoria, pre-
sided over the blessing and dedication of the home on June 14th 
saying, “May this be a home of love, built on solid ground. Hold 
fast to your faith in God with your whole heart.” 

New home owner Tory Kitchens  
with Bethany Hamilton of Soul 
Surfer fame and Carolyn Malik, 
Texas state regent.

(Left to right, front): Libby Ramirez, Rosie Stockwell, 
Troy Kitchens, Tory Kitchens, Carolyn Malik, Eve 
Trevino, Rev. John Peters. (Back row): Daylen 
Kitchens, Devin Kitchens. 

Texas State Secretary Rosie Stockwell, First Vice 
State Regent Peggy Rosales, State Regent Carolyn 
Malik, Second Vice State Regent Eve Trevino and 
State Treasurer Melodie Brunt take a work break. 
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Tory shared that her involvement with 
Habitat has led her to other positive moves 
such as earning her G.E.D. degree and se-
curing better employment with her new 
skills. Tory said, “Th e sky is the limit. I 
want to be a good role model for my boys 
by actions and decisions.” On behalf of Tex-
as CDA members, Carolyn Malik present-
ed Tory with a gift card. Carolyn said, “I 
am proud of our Catholic Daughters who 
came forward with monetary donations or 
donations of food and much amateur labor to provide a home 
for Tory. It is a great and humble feeling to know we helped a 
deserving young lady have a home of her very own to raise her 
family…We are grateful to all those who worked to make Tory’s 
dream come true.” 

Bethany Hamilton, author of Soul Surfer, made a special ap-
pearance to celebrate the dedication, presenting Tory with a fami-
ly Bible prior to sharing her inspirational story of faith and endur-
ance at the Habitat for Humanity fund-raiser. Bethany’s story of 
how she overcame all odds to move forward after losing her arm 
in a shark attack serves as an encouragement and a vision of hope. 
Bethany said, “I am glad to be here. I honor God in all I do and 
try to give back to the community. My strength comes from my 
relationship with Christ and from the love and encouragement of 
my family and friends.” 

Media personnel from television, newspaper, banking and 
public relations for Bethany Hamilton crowded around the Kitch-
ens family as Carolyn presented Tory with a large gold house key 
with signatures of those who worked in support of her new home. 
Texas CDA has established a tradition, on the day the walls are 
raised, by leaving messages of blessings and congratulations on 
the studs of each Habitat home built by CDA members. With 
joy and appreciation, 12-year-old Troy Kitchens looked around 
for just the right wall on which he and his mother could hang the 
signature Habitat key.

From Texarkana to the Mexican border, Catholic Daughters 
throughout Texas have continued to make road trips to Victoria 
each Friday and Saturday in order to make the home ready for the 
August 1st move-in date. Tory and her sons, Daylen, Devin, and 
Troy have spent many sweat hours making their dream come true. 
With donations from numerous organizations, businesses, and 
volunteers including the Knights of Columbus, CDA members in 
partnership with Golden Crescent Habitat for Humanity Victoria 
expected to complete construction in July.

Among those who worked on-site were Immediate Past State 
Regent Sheila Martinka, Houston; First Vice State Regent Peggy 
Rosales, Austin; State Secretary Rosie Stockwell, Edinburg; State 
Treasurer Melodie Brunt, Texarkana; CDA State Habitat Chair-
man Janie Rubio; and Vice Chair Beatriz Gonzalez, Victoria; state 
chairmen; district deputies; and CDA members across Texas. 

Tory Kitchens, new Habitat home owner. Catholic Daughters raise the timbers. 
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Texas Court Celebrates 10th Anniversary

Court Our Lady of Lourdes #2501 in Mineral Wells, Texas celebrated its 10th 
anniversary with Mass followed by brunch served by Knights of Columbus. 
Members of the Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus Color Corps gather 
behind court members. Mass celebrant Rev. Balajii Boyalla stands front, 
right, in green vestments.

Arizona Court Celebrates 70th Anniversary

Court Santa Cruz #1341 in Nogales, Arizona celebrated its 70th 
anniversary on December 8, 2011. Mass was held at Sacred 

Heart Church in Nogales, followed by luncheon at a local restau-
rant. More than 30 members and guests attended. The court was 
instituted on December 5, 1941 at Sacred Heart Church. Two days 
later the bombing of Pearl Harbor changed the court’s first order 
of business to rolling bandages for the troops. Court members feel 
fortunate to have three charter members, Raquel Grimm, Amalia 
Torres and Mary Mungia. Mary Mungia talked to the attendees 
at the luncheon about the early days of the court and how formal 
everything was at that time.

Governor Proclaims Catholic Daughters Day on Court’s 40th Anniversary

Members of Court Our Lady 
of Camarin #2047 in Hagatna, 
Guam are shown with Governor 
Eddie B. Calvo on the court’s 
40th anniversary as he signs a 
proclamation designating January 
19, 2012 as Catholic Daughters 
Day. Seated, left to right, are 

Patricia Guerrero, Marie Taitano, Regent Pricilla Muna, Governor Calvo, Antonia Gumtaotao, Amparo Garcia and Teresita Alegarbes. Standing, left 
to right, are Emma Aflague, Maria Macias, Teresita Tuncap, Celerina Cruz, Cecilia Mantanona, Antonnette San Nicolas, Beatrice Lucuab, Evelyn 
Rodriguez, Rosita Diaz, Fay Carbullido, Eleanor Milano, Tina Sablan, Dolores Aflague, Ann Chargualaf and Lolita Blaz.

Anniversaries

Left to right are Arizona State Regent Susan Mone’, Charter Member 
Mary Mungia (holding the court’s 70-year old framed charter), Regent 
Marisela Parra and First Vice State Regent Maureen O’Reilly/O’Shea.

Correction: Pennsylvania Court 
McKeesport #221
The photo for the 98th anniversary of Court McKeesport 
#221 in McKeesport, Pennsylvania – which celebrated its 
98th anniversary with Mass at St. Angela Merici Parish 
in White Oak – was inadvertently left out of the article 
in the summer 2012 issue of Share on page 22; we regret 

the error. 

From left to right are 
Financial Secretary 
Dolly Tauber, 
Recording Secretary 
Ruth Ann Link, Regent 

Bernadette Bonnet, con-celebrant Rev. Stephen Chervenak of 
St. Angela Merici parish, Pennsylvania State Regent Margaret 
P. Novak, con-celebrant Rev. Vincent Velas, pastor of St. Patrick 
Parish, Vice Regent Mary Jane Brabender, Treasurer Catherine 
Macey and Marlene Yurkovich, district deputy of West Newton.
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Anniversaries

Massachusetts Court Celebrates 90th 
Anniversary

Court Brookline #488 in Brookline, Massachusetts honored 
its 90th anniversary with Mass at St. Mary of the Assumption 

Church in Brookline celebrated by Court Chaplain Rev. Robert 
Congdon and concelebrated by Pastor Rev. Brian Clary. Mass was 
followed by a gathering at the Old Irish Ale House Restaurant, 
where Past Massachusetts State Regent and Reception Chairman 
Patricia A. Devine welcomed guests and conveyed greetings from 
National Regent Joanne Tomassi and National Secretary-Treasur-
er Helene Shepard. There were many more congratulatory mes-
sages from others who could not attend. Past National Regent 
and Court Regent M. Joan McKenna prepared a colorful display 
depicting the court’s 90-year journey in pictures, citations and 
news articles. Past National Habitat for Humanity Chairman 
Jackie Smith drove from West Virginia for the occasion.

Those attending included Massachusetts state officers, past state 
regents, members from 12 Massachusetts courts, district deputies,  
20 Court Brookline members and many others.

Nebraska Court Celebrates  
90 Years

Court San Salvador #576 in David City, Nebraska 
celebrated its 90th anniversary with Mass celebrated 

by Court Chaplain Father Steele followed by a catered 
dinner. Nebraska State Regent Ruth Krumbach present-
ed 50-year member pins to Lucy Birkel (67 years), Clara 
Meysenburg (50 years) and Lorene Woita (63 years). Also 
receiving 50-year pins but not present were Margaret Ho-
tovy (58 years), Wilma DeWispelare (51 years) Bernice 
Vanis (51 years) Dorothy Zegers (51 years) and Dorothy 
Schaecher (50 years).

Left to right are Nebraska State Regent Ruth Krumbach, Lucy 
Birkel, Clara Meyseburg and Lorene Woita.

Texas State Court Celebrates 95th Anniversary

Members of 18 Texas courts gathered for a 
95th “kick-off” anniversary celebration 

held for the dioceses of Corpus Christi and 
Brownsville. Celebrating opening Mass, Rev. 
James Erving said in his homily, “It’s not only 
about your Martha service; it’s about who you 
are as daughters of the Father. The real gift of 
CDA is the witness of who you are to men, 
women and children because of your love. You 
bring the gift of hope to His people.” Texas 
State Senator Eddie Lucio presented Texas 
State Regent Carolyn Malik with a Senate 
Proclamation. Guest speaker Rev. Gregory La-
bus said, “We’re on a road to unity consecrated 
in truth by the sacramental, transforming true 
love of Christ Himself.” 

Dressed in white, Texas Catholic Daughters pause for a photo while celebrating the 
Texas State Court’s 95th Anniversary.
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California Court Sews 
Prayer Blankets

Members of Court Regina Coeli 
#1521 in Porterville, Califor-

nia, have sewn 1,100 prayer blankets 
since 2006. Linda Gonzalez said, “We 
have given the blankets to parishioners 
and anyone who is in need of them. 
God has used this beautiful ministry 
to touch the lives of countless people 
who were going through extremely 
difficult times in their lives.”

Hard at work sewing prayer blankets 
are, left to right, Belen Hurtado, Rosie 

Gonzalez, Marion Vickers, Juanita Kelly, 
Karen Haeberman, Mary Allen, Angelina 

Owens and Marie McCall.

May Crowning at  
Illinois Court 

Members of Court West Chicago 
#432 in West Chicago, Illinois 

gathered at St. Mary’s Church on 
Sunday, May 6 for the rosary, litany 
and crowning of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary by 60-year member Marilyn 
Earley. Resident Seminarian Marek 
Herbut led the gathering in prayer. 
Service award pins were presented, 
followed by dessert and fellowship. 

Receiving service pins, from left to right, 
Patricia Grothe, 30 years; Mary Ann 
Radkiewicz, 25 years; Illinois State Regent 
Trini Cantu, 35 years; Regent Sylvia Mosier, 
45 years; and Marilyn Earley, 60 years.

Iowa Court Stands Against Abuse

S tanding outside of their local Fareway store for three days from 8:00 AM to 7:00 PM, members of Court St. Raphael 
#1156 in Maquoketa, Iowa wore CDA aprons and held donation cans to collect funds for local projects. A total of 

$829.19 was received. A sum of $100 was donated to the Family Fun Fest to Prevent Child Abuse, which every year provides 
a meal and fun activities to promote families doing things together. The Jackson County Coalition against Domestic Violence 
was given $397.51. The Iowa State Court received $331.68.

News&Notes



The Catholic Daughters of the Americas 27

Minnesota State Court Officers in a Pickle

M innesota state officers hosted their summer workshops in Plainview, Waseca and Slay-
ton with a “pickle” theme. Members and officers discussed various pickles and how the 

type of pickle related to members’ personalities: how some members are the baby dills; some are 
the bread and butter of the organization; and some are spicy jalapeno members. It was a day of 
motivation, housekeeping details and lots of laughter. 

Marie Malmgren, a member of Court St. James #1820 in St. James, Minnesota is playing the P-I-C-K-L-E 
game which was fashioned after the PLINKO version of The Price is Right.

Florida Court Hosts Themed Benefit Tea

Court Mother Teresa #2582 of Zephyrhills, Florida hosted a Mystery Tea entitled “Gone with the Breeze,” a take-off on Margaret 
Mitchell’s Civil War novel “Gone with the Wind.” Members acted out eight different character parts in 1860s finery and tradi-

tion as the audience tried to figure out “who stole the mortgage money for the Kara Plantation from Charlotte O’Mara. Which one 
of her Southern belle friends could have done such a thing?” Attendees sipped tea, ate homemade treats on fine china and enjoyed 
the performance and formal ambience. Barbara Erdmann directed the cast of characters and Trish Dunham took the idea and made 
it happen. Money raised supported numerous local charities and a mission in India. A similar “Titanic” production is being planned.

Front row, left to right, 
are CDA husband 

Walt Pfeiffer as Brett 
Rutler, Alexis Morales 

as Miss Priss, Delia 
Funnell as Charlotte 

O’Mara, Trish Dunham 
as Betty Ann Mary 

Beth, CDA husband 
Phillip Fernandez as 

a confederate soldier. 
Second row, left to 
right, are Margaret 

Higson as Sherry 
Blossum, friend 

Autumn Murray as 
Candy Cotton and 

Michele Bowman as 
Georgia Peachtree. 

Third row, left to right, 
are Kathy Brady as 

Maggie Nolia, friend 
Gail Jessee as emcee 
and Christie Rood as 

Dixie Mason.

News&Notes
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Arizona Catholic  
Daughter Honored for 
72 Years of Service

Members of Court Madonna #2067 
in Sun City, Arizona, honored 

Wanda Kelly Lathen’s 72 years of 
membership. Wanda became a Catho-
lic Daughter in 1940 when she joined 
Court Mary Imelda #1040 in Winner, 
South Dakota. She later became a mem-
ber of Court St. Rose of Lima in Min-
neapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota. In 1982, 
she moved to Sun City and joined Court 
Madonna. At 92 years of age, Wanda is 
very active. She serves coffee on Coffee 
Sunday to parishioners and supports the 
court’s charitable fund-raisers. 

Wanda Kelly Lathen holding a bouquet of roses 
given in her honor.

Louisiana Court Honors 
Daughter of the Year

Members of Court Assumption 
#1672 in Franklin, Louisiana 

held their annual Daughter of the 
Year banquet on June 11, 2012. 
Marian Pusateri, a member since 
1966, was chosen. “We are proud 
and honored to have such a great, 
loyal, kind, generous and amazing 
lady in our organization,” Charlene 
Blanchard said. “She is always willing 
to help with any and all projects that 
our court is involved with.”

New Hampshire Holds State Spring Conference

The New Hampshire Catholic Daughters held their state spring conference 
at St. Margaret Mary Parish Hall in Keene, New Hampshire. Rev. Paul 

Boudreau, Jr. spoke on the topic of women who serve, both in the Bible and 
in today’s world. National Director Arline Rich spoke to the gathering about 
CDA’s National Projects. Local and state awards were given to courts and in-
dividuals, and proposed bylaw amendments and future events were discussed. 
Donna Cunningham of Littleton, New Hampshire was named Catholic Daugh-
ter of the Year.

New Hampshire State Regent Linda Bergeron, left, and Second Vice State Regent Jane 
Powers, right, present the New Hampshire Catholic Daughter of the Year award to Donna 
Cunningham, center.

Daughter of the Year Marian Pusateri with her six children, 13 grandchildren, 11 great 
grandchildren, family and friends.
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New York Court Has Very Active Months

Court of the Assumption #690 in Maybrook, New York had a 
lot of activity recently. The court received four new members, 

bringing the total to 36. During the month of May, the court hon-
ored the Blessed Mother by praying the Rosary before each Mass, 
and held its annual “Madonna Shower” to benefit Catholic Char-
ities of Orange County, New York. The court showed its apprecia-
tion for parish priests with a pancake breakfast on Father’s Day, and 
during the “Fortnight For Freedom” in June court members led the 
Rosary at the parish, encouraged children and their families to plant 
flowers at the grotto of The Holy Family on parish grounds and led 
a march on parish property holding placards in defense of the faith.

New Jersey Court Installs  
New Officers
Court St. Bonaventure #1656 in Lavallette, New Jersey recently 
installed officers for the next term. Left to right are Mary Mathis, 
financial secretary; Mary Crawford, recording secretary; Msgr. 
Leonard Troiano, pastor of St. Pio of Pietrelcino Church in 
Lavallette; Judy Gabriella, regent; Adele Merkle (standing in for 
Ruth Delayo, vice regent); and Sophie Myers, treasurer.

New Mexico Court  
Honors Past Regents
Court Santa Maria #317 in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico honored past regents at the 
court’s annual Mother Daughter Breakfast 
at the Hotel Albuquerque. Front row, left to 
right, are Josie Candelaria and Margaret 
Garcia. Back row, left to right, are Sophie 
Garcia, Betty Segura, New Mexico State 
Regent Agneda Casaus and Olga Varoz.

At the Madonna Shower, left to right, are Flo Saracino, Osiris 
Saavedra Martez, Ann Hoeffner, Rose Abrahams, Kathy Muir, 
Diana McElroy, Jane Schimpf, Cecile Coburn, Fran DiSpigna, 
and Ann Snyder.
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North Dakota Court Receives New 
Members
Court St. Therese #958 in Williston, North Dakota received nine new 
members on April 3, 2012. The Reception Ceremony included a 
dedication ceremony to the Blessed Mother. Front row, left to right, are 
court officers Shirley Flory, Sandy Brendsel and Delores Rod. Second 
row, left to right, are new member Kristal Schmit, Elliemae Pasternak, 
court officer Georgina Linghor, Marcy Everson, Kathy Kitzan and Edith 
Iverson. Back row, left to right, are Ceremonial Coordinator Dorothy 
Monger, flag bearers Lorraine Trouba and Cecilia Ranum, new members 
Evelyn J. Nelson, Elizabeth Johnson, Kathy Binde and Kim Bickler.

Louisiana Court Installs New Officers
Court Our Lady Queen of Heaven #1785 in Lake Charles, Louisiana, 
installed the court’s newly-elected officers for the 2012-2014 term. From 
left to right are Treasurer Sandra Dally, Financial Secretary Peggy Gary, 
Vice Regent Tracy LeMieux, Recording Secretary Blanche Landry and 
Regent Melina Dally.

Washington Court Honors  
40-Year members
Court St. Catherine of Siena #2059 in Clarkston, Washington 
honored the court’s four charter members at the court’s 40th 
anniversary celebration on May 19, 2012. A linen tablecloth tea was 
hosted at Holy Family parish center. Surrounded by anniversary 
celebrants are, front row, seated, left to right, Helen Shalley, Linda 
Entel, Eunice Bricco and Dorothy Egeland. Each was presented with 
a 40-year pin. A 25-year pin was presented to Gudrun Sauer. Court 
Siena was founded in June, 1972 and has 54 members.

Oregon Courts Install New Officers

Court Christ the King #1489 in Newberg, Oregon hosted Our Lady of Good Counsel #1638 in Tigard, Oregon, for an 
installation Mass of new officers. Among those attending were many new members who were pledged at the ceremony. Mass 
was followed by a potluck dinner. Among the special guests was Mary Saunders, 
Oregon state regent.

Left to right, front row, are Margaret Buyserie, regent of Court Christ the King #1489; Marilyn 
Isaac, regent of Court Our Lady of Good Counsel #1638; Mary Bartlett, financial secretary of 
Court #1489; Linda Kelleher, financial secretary of Court #1638; Donna Wagner, vice regent of 
Court #1638; Fran Vanderzanden, vice regent of Court #1489; Monica Dexheimer, recording 
secretary of Court #1638; Diane Bohan, treasurer of Court #1638; Mary Suddarth, treasurer of 
Court #1489; and Pat Robinson, recording secretary of Court #1489.
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Intact families are the country’s backbone

Restore America, One Family 
at a Time
By Margaret Sitte
National Legislative Chair

A s the family goes, so goes the nation and so goes the whole world in which we 

live,” said Pope John Paul II when he visited Perth, Australia in 1986.

Echoing that message at the National 
Catholic Daughters Convention in Omaha 
was researcher Dr. Patrick Fagan. He chal-
lenged Catholic Daughters to take on the task 
of strengthening Catholic families. 

“We need to go on off ense,” Fagan said. 
“We need to restore and grow young married 
couples with kids who worship weekly.” Fa-
gan heads the Marriage and Religion Research 
Institute (MARRI.us) at the Family Research 
Council. His message of hope for marriage 
and family energized convention goers to a 
standing ovation Friday afternoon. His words 
have practical impact for all families. 

“From the Federal Reserve Survey of Con-
sumer Finance, it is clear that the capital infra-
structure of America is in marriage,” Fagan said. “Th at’s where the 
banks get their savings; that’s where the insurance companies get their 
money; that’s where the mortgage companies get their mortgages.”

He continued, “Intact married families produce positive out-
comes for individuals, for children, and for state government. 
Married families with children who worship weekly provide the 
economic, academic, emotional and social stability of this coun-
try. Marriage intactness is the largest predictor of success for chil-
dren. Th ose children raised in intact families are healthier, smarter, 
more productive and less vulnerable to crime, drugs, alcohol and 
dropping out of school.”

Th e number of intact families per state has enormous impact 
in determining a state’s well-being. In the Index of Family Belong-
ing and Rejection: State by State, Fagan shows the importance of 
family structure in youth well-being. “In states where intact fami-
lies predominate, more students earn high school diplomas, there 
is less child poverty, and fewer teenagers have babies out of wed-
lock,” according to his data.

States with high scores of family intactness have higher average 
scores on the National Assessment of Educational Progress, high-
er student achievement and better classroom behavior. Th e report 

says, “Students from single-parent families and 
stepfamilies are more likely to get low marks, 
to have to repeat grades, and to be suspended 
or have other disciplinary problems, than stu-
dents living in intact married families. States 
with low scores on the Index of Family Belong-
ing have high child poverty rates, while states 
with high scores have relatively low rates.” 

Fagan said, “What we have in America 
today is an enormous wealth transfer from the 
intact family to the broken family. It is the 
total virtual absence of the family in Greece, It-
aly and Spain that is the cause of their econom-
ic collapse.” With more than 200 means-tested 
welfare programs in the United States, the cost 
to taxpayers of all these programs is an undue 

burden on working families.
How can we fi x the brokenness of our country? Th e message 

Fagan brings is clear. We help fi x one family at a time. “Only 46 
percent of American children reach the age of 17 with both their 
parents married to one another throughout their childhood,” Fa-
gan said. “Th e implications for America of the weakness of the 
family are myriad and profound.” 

How can Catholic Daughters help create stable marriages? Fagan 
recommends that every church have mentoring available for young 
couples starting in the fi rst year of marriage. Th en every church 
should have an “ambulance team” of couples who have weath-
ered the storms in their own relationships and who are willing to 
step in to help others. He said Mike McManus at Marriage Savers 
(marriagsavers.org) has some good ideas to help churches get started. 

“Family, church and school are the foundations of the coun-
try,” Fagan said. “We do the research to keep motivating other sec-
tors of society to do the critical work of rebuilding the alliance of 
marriage, church and school. What every country needs are young 
married couples having kids worshiping God weekly.”

What will restore America? Raise the number of intact fami-
lies, and much of the rest will take care of itself. 

Margaret Sitte

Photo: Respect Life Program
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