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Zambia. In Kalabo the Oblates have developed 
Agricultural Development Centers that help the local 
people fulfill their dietary needs.  In Lukulu they have built 
a dormitory so that female students can live in a safe and 
secure environment.      

We Work in ...
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We are the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate - 
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National Regent’s Message

AbouttheCover
Throngs of young people lent their
enthusiasm to the annual March for
Life in Washington, D.C.

Photo: GettyImages.com by Tom Williams.

Mission Statement

Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas strives to embrace 

the principle of faith working 

through love in the promotion 

of justice, equality, and the 

advancement of human rights 

and human dignity for all.

Finding Rainbows in Adversity
Dear Members and Friends,

 Happy Easter to each of you. As our long Lenten journey comes to an end, 
we can now again rejoice in the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Over the past 40 days, we have been closely examining our strengths and our 
faults, subjecting ourselves to sometimes diffi cult periods of fasting and praying in 
preparation for the renewal of our spirit during our celebration of Easter. 
 The contrast between the somber mood of Ash Wednesday and the joyful 
feast of Easter could not be more apparent. It is like that of the dark clouds that 
herald an approaching storm and the bright rainbow that follows in its wake. 
When we see that rainbow appear, we know that we are no longer in danger, 
and that the sun is shining nearby. Likewise, the resurrection of Christ on Easter 
Sunday gives us hope, reassuring us that the despair of Good Friday is in the past, 
replaced by the peace and calm of God’s kingdom, in which Christ triumphs over all – even death.
 On the fi rst Sunday of Lent, we heard a reading from the book of Genesis, in which the Lord, in the wake of 
the Great Flood, gave us the gift of a rainbow as a reminder of His loving promises to us. While God’s faithfulness 
and mercy to us is the ultimate “rainbow,” the ultimate sign of hope, we, too, are called to be “rainbows” to others, 
a bright spot in someone’s day. As Catholic Daughters we are often involved with bringing aid to those who are 
not only physically needy, but who may also be in need of spiritual support. Each time I am faced with adversity 
– whether my own or that of someone I am assisting – I try to fi nd the “rainbow” in the situation. If we look hard 
enough and prayerfully consider each circumstance, there is almost always a bright side to be found that will refl ect 
God’s will and care for us. 
 Recently, I have been helping my brother, who broke both arms in a backyard accident, when he fell from the 
top of a 20-foot extension ladder. John was rushed to intensive care, endured surgeries, spent several days in the 
hospital, and then was sent to a rehabilitation center where he has been working to regain the functioning of his 
arms. Though these challenges certainly were diffi cult for my brother and our family to undergo, there were many 
rainbows to be found in this situation. John did not die or have permanent damage to his body, nor did he break 
any other bones or have a severe head injury. My family and I strove to remind John of these blessings and of the 
grace of God throughout his painful recovery. 
 When he ended up in the rehabilitation facility, John encountered more “rainbows” on his own: people who 
were permanently paralyzed and unable to use various parts of their bodies. Witnessing the determination and 

National Regent Joanne Tomassi

Continued on page 6
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Regular Sunday Worship Deepens Faith

Dear Catholic Daughters, 

We have just celebrated the great feast of Jesus’ resurrection, and I am reminded 
of a story I once heard. One Easter Sunday, an elderly pastor looked over his large 
congregation and startled them with this announcement: “My friends, realizing that 
I will not see many of you until next Easter, may I take this opportunity to wish all 
of you a merry Christmas and a happy new year.” 

The difference in the size of the congregation on Easter Sunday and on the 
other Sundays of the year is very noticeable. Many of our Catholics, as far as 
church attendance is concerned, have indeed become Holy Week Catholics: you 
see them in church only during the Holy Week. Consider a certain man who was 
criticizing his pastor. “I have attended this church for three years,” he says, “and each time the homily is always on the 
same topic. Doesn’t he have something else to talk about?” Yes, this man has been attending the church for three years 
all right; but he only attends on Easter Sunday and he always hears a homily on the resurrection of Christ.

Why are many well-meaning Christians so uncommitted to attending regular Sunday church services? The answer 
can be given in one word: doubt or crisis of faith. People today, like people of all times, do have a hunger for God. They 
are searching for the meaning of life. But they doubt whether the answer to these existential questions can be found 
within the four walls of the church. For this reason they are more disposed to spend time in social action, in work, and 
in intellectual pursuit rather than in church worship. In John’s gospel [John 20:19-31] we find an example of a man who 
felt exactly like that. His name is Thomas.

“In the evening of the day Jesus rose from the dead, the first day of the week, ... the disciples had met ... Jesus came and 
stood among them (John 20:19).” The disciples gathered together on Sunday, the first day of the week. Since the dis-
ciples were Jews they would attend synagogue services on the Sabbath (Saturday) and on Sunday they would assemble 
together as believers in Christ. Since they were gathered together in his name, Jesus would appear to them as he had 
earlier promised them: “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them” (Matthew 18:20). In this 
way Sunday became known as the day of the Lord, the day Christ comes to meet and strengthen his people, the special 
day of Christian worship. So, in fact, John’s gospel is describing the first Christian Sunday worship following the resur-
rection of the Lord. The services were usually held in the evening.

So all the disciples were gathered for Sunday service and what do we notice? Thomas was not there. Where was 
Thomas? You can see that Thomas was like one of these modern-day Christians who do not go to church regularly on 
Sundays. Such people are not there in church when Jesus comes to meet his people and to strengthen them in their faith. 
As a result, they remain with their doubts. Initially all the disciples had their doubts. But because of their encounter with 
the risen Lord in Sunday worship their doubt was turned into faith. Thomas missed that experience.

But, being a wise man, Thomas resolved never again to miss the Sunday gathering of believers. The gospel reading 
continues, “A week later [i.e. the following Sunday] his disciples were again in the house, and [this time around] Thomas 
was with them [and as usual] Jesus came and stood among them (John 20:26). This time Thomas had his own share of 
the resurrection experience. Immediately his doubt changed into faith and he fell down and worshiped, saying, “My 
Lord and my God!” (verse 28). Now ask yourself, what if Thomas had stayed away from church saying, “Prove it! Prove 
it to me that Jesus is risen and then I will come?” Would it have been possible to prove it to him by arguments alone? 
Sometimes the best argument you can give to someone out there who is in doubt and does not believe is a sentence in 
three words: “Come and see.” Every Catholic Daughter, serious about evangelization, must know these three words and 
use them in a loving and gentle manner.

Continued on page 6

National Chaplain’s Message

Rev. Edward Lamp





strength in the character of the other patients in the care facility not only lent a bright spot to my brother’s life, but it gave 
him a sense of perspective regarding his own personal struggle. Through the eyes of others, John was able to see the beauty 
and hope in his own situation. Though life often presents what seem like obstacles to our success or our well-being, through 
prayerful meditation we can learn to see these challenges as opportunities to trust God, and to optimistically seek out the 
rainbows in life as a sign of His promise to love us. 

 May you continue to grow in your love of Jesus Christ and continue to develop your relationship with Him. He is our 
strength. He gives us the gifts we need to serve Him and His people more fully. May you be blessed with many rainbows 
in your life.
 “With God All Things Are Possible” — Matthew 19:26

  In Unity and Charity,

Joanne Tomassi
National Regent
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National Regent’s Message

Continued from page 1

 You must invite the marginalized of your congregations to come in and let the risen Lord who is there with us in Sunday 
worship, the Lord who is there in His word and in the Eucharist, speak to them and touch their hearts. When they allow Jesus 
in, then and only then will they doubt no longer but believe. The answer to our religious questions and doubts is not out there. 
The answer is right in our churches. When you personally are in doubt, think of our doubting Thomas and learn from his own 
experience of God.

Sincerely,
Rev. Edward Lamp
National Chaplain, CDA 
Tampa, Florida

Continued from page 4

National Chaplain’s Message

  National Regent

National Chaplain’s Message

Correction

In the winter 2011-2012 issue of Share, Helene Shepard’s byline inadvertently appeared on the 
article on page 23, “Ways to Give to the Catholic Daughters and Lower Your Taxes.”  The article was 
actually written by National Director Sherry Nilles, and her byline should have been on it. The Share
staff regrets the error and apologizes to Sherry.

Sherry Nilles



Congratulations!
To The Catholic University of America community —
students, alumni, staff, and faculty — for meeting and
exceeding the Cardinal Service Commitment goal of
125,000 hours of service, months ahead of schedule.

Service is an 
integral part of 
the University’s 
mission. If you 
have a passion to
serve, consider 
The Catholic 
University of 
America for 
your future.

www.cua.edu

THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA

Celebrating 125 Years
The Catholic University of America admits students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin, sex, age, or disability. 
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Trusting in the Deliverer

A re you as concerned as I am about the wicked weather patterns we have been expe-
riencing? Over the past several years, the United States has been plagued by heavy 

snows, earthquakes, hurricanes, tornadoes, severe flooding, landslides, extended droughts, 
wildfires and other damaging acts of nature. These are entirely outside our control. 

Our arms are not strong enough to shovel snow that piles beyond three feet, 
our flimsy limbs quake as we stand on moving earth, our frail frames cannot with-
stand roaring lion-winds that topple 100-year-old oaks and our scale-less bodies 
cannot swim fast enough to escape devouring flood waters. We cannot prevent a 
raging river or wildfire from gulping houses and cars. Before such acts of nature we 
feel helpless, and we feel fear. It is normal to feel fear when the land and skies of our 
earthly home become unstable and threatening. No matter how strong our faith, 
such events shake us to our very foundation. We are no different from generations 
before us who knew that fear.

God knows our vulnerabilities better than we do. He sent Jesus and the Holy Spirit to comfort and sustain us in 
times of anxiety and peril. In turning to Him for succor, we once again affirm that we are Christmas and Easter people. In 
celebrating Jesus’ birth and resurrection in our churches and in private prayers, we once again affirm that we are redeemed 
people, people of hope. When deluge, fire and earthquake come, our Deliverer is surely near.

We hope because we know that we have been granted the great gift of salvation. We hope because we know that what-
ever happens on this earth, we have another, exquisitely beautiful heavenly home where we will be with our loving Creator. 
We hope because we continue to trust in our Deliverer to be near us when we are beset by turmoil.

Last year, as I shoveled snow, swept the street-grates in front of my house to keep them clear of debris as water flowed 
swiftly into them and picked up items that fell off my shelves (in an unusual earthquake that struck the nation’s capital), 
I thought about men and women of past centuries coping with violent acts of nature. They did not have worries about 
downed power lines, ruined cars or backed-up sewage in their toilets. They did not have electricity, cars or city sewer 
systems. But think how alone and terrified they must have felt, especially if they lived on isolated farms or ranches. The 
nearest neighbor to these families may have been many miles away. They could not, as I did, walk out on a street after the 
earthquake and talk to their neighbors, sharing their concerns – and thus lightening them. 

Then I thought about the biblical resources we have to support us in times of trouble and fear. For hundreds of 
years, people in all circumstances have been able to turn to the Bible for comfort and strength. What a blessing to know 
that we can rely on the words in this holy book no matter how buffeted we are by earthly events. Our Bibles are indeed 
spiritual lifeboats. 

I would like to share with you some Scriptural passages that I have found especially meaningful in times of anxiety, 
stress and trouble. I usually turn first to St. John 14:1-4, in which Jesus tells his apostles, “Let not your heart be troubled. 
You believe in God, believe also in me.” Jesus assures the men who have been closest to Him in His ministry that – after 
He leaves them – He will go and prepare a place for them, and He will be waiting there to take them to Himself. What a 
wonderful image: a loving Savior waiting to receive us in our new home when it is time. Can anything really threaten us if 
we are loved that extravagantly? 

I also turn to the psalms for comfort, as people of faith have done for centuries. Consider psalm 68, a cry of need 
from a hurting heart which begins: “Save me, O God, for the waters threaten my life; I am sunk in the abysmal swamp 
where there is no foothold; I have reached the watery depths; the flood overwhelms me.”  In verse 14-15 of this psalm, the 
anguished psalmist cries, “In your great kindness answer me with your constant help. Rescue me out of the mire; may I not 
sink!” The writer is turning in his distress to the Deliverer, the One he trusts to save him. Other psalms I turn to that speak 
of being rescued by the Deliverer are psalms 23 (the much-loved good shepherd psalm), 46, 56, 61 and 70. 

I am sure you have Scriptural favorites that support and comfort you in times of peril. Isn’t it a blessing to know that 
these enduring words are there for us in all our earthly trials whenever we reach for our Bibles?

From The Editor’s Desk

Share Editor Peggy Eastman





Tennessee Court
Remembers
September 11

Members of Court Our Lady of the Rosary 
#2624 in Bristol, Tennessee proudly wore 
their red Catholic Daughter “In Prayerful 
Remembrance” polo shirts to three Masses 
on September 11. In the photo are 18 of 
the 30 who were able to attend one of the 
Masses. Gina Rossetti, regent, said, “It was a 
wonderful tribute to all who lost their lives on 
that horrible day.”

Colorado Court Sponsors Veterans Mass

Court St. Anne #1622 in Lamar, Colorado spon-
sored a veterans appreciation Mass and reception 

on November 12th at St. Francis De Sales Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Parish in Lamar. Veterans came forward 
with a lighted candle as each branch of the service was 
called. Other living and deceased veterans and active 
military were also acknowledged by placing their names 
in a basket that was brought to the altar with gifts. Rev. 
Damasus Okoro presided, asking the veterans to salute 
as he sang “I Surrender Lord.” He then gave them a 
blessing. Members presented a prayer book to each of 
the veterans. Catholic Daughter members wearing red, 
white and blue and their CDA pins with red, white 
and blue ribbons served as greeters, guides, gift bearers 
and Eucharistic Ministers. Following Mass the court 
hosted a reception in the church hall for the veterans 
and their families. 

Washington Court Honors New Bishop

Regent Karen Walker and Vice Regent Thereasa Trujillo of Court Caruana #906 
in Yakima, Washington were honored to represent their court and the Catholic 
Daughters in the procession at the Rite of Reception Prayer Service of Most 
Rev. Joseph J. Tyson, D.D., who officially took possession of St. Paul Cathedral 
in Yakima as bishop of the Yakima Diocese. Bishop Tyson is the seventh bishop 
of the diocese. He said the Catholic Daughters hold a special place in his heart 
because his grandmother Frances Thomas was a Catholic Daughter.

10 Share Magazine • Spring 2012
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Pictured among the veterans are Reverend Okoro; Deacon Henry Wertin, 
court chaplain; Deacon Allan Medina; altar servers Jacob and Morgan 
Reed; and veteran Eldonna Mosier, secretary, in red, white and blue who 
served as an army nurse.
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Court Promotes Gummi Bears for Habitat

Members of Court St. Anne #1840 in Medford, Minnesota participated in the 
annual Gummi Bear promotion conducted throughout the state by Minne-

sota courts. Making themselves visible outside Wal-Mart in Faribault, Minnesota, 
court members proudly wore their CDA aprons whose pockets were bulging with 
packages of Gummi Bears. Patrons who placed donations into the collection cans 
received a package of Gummi Bears in return. The project earned $875 which will 
be donated to Habitat for Humanity.

Catholic Daughters Making a Difference.

Catholic Daughters Donate $5,000 to Morality in Media

National Regent Joanne Tomassi is a member of the Morality in Media (MIM)
Board of Directors. Representing her at a recent Morality in Media Board of Directors 
meeting in New York, National Public Relations Director Tom Panas (far left) presented 
a $5000 check to MIM’s President and CEO Pat Trueman on behalf of the Catholic 
Daughters. Accepting the check, Pat said, “We are very grateful to the Catholic 
Daughters for this generous donation and for all that the Daughters have done for 
us over many years. Thanks to a matching grant, your donation will be doubled. 
We express our sincere appreciation.” 
 During the Board of Directors meeting, Pat said, “We probably have the 
best opportunity in 20 years to make a difference in pornography.” Also discussed 
during the meeting was a successful campaign waged by MIM to cancel the NBC 
program “The Playboy Club.” Morality in Media first protested the show to NBC 
executives, who “didn’t care.” MIM then contacted the top five advertisers, after 
which four out of five withdrew. “The Playboy Club” was eventually cancelled.

Women Affirm Life
in Massachusetts
Massachusetts Catholic Daughters attended 
the Annual Daughters of St. Paul and Women 
Affirming Life Advent Mass and Communion 
Breakfast. The Mass was celebrated by 
Southeast Regional Bishop Most. Rev. John 
A. Dooher and concelebrated by Rev. Robert 
T. Kickham, secretary to Cardinal Sean P. 
O’Malley. More than 300 men, women and 
children attended the event. In the photo left 
to right are Past National Regent M. Joan 
McKenna, Massachusetts State Secretary 
Maureen Trainor, Second Vice State Regent 
Patricia Abruzese Johnston, Keynote Speaker 
Sister Maria, State Regent Connie Pagan, First 
Vice State Regent Judi Shooter, Immediate Past 
State Regent Linda Coletti and Bishop Dooher.

Wearing her Catholic Daughter apron, 
Gail Heim stands with a collection can 
next to a promotion display.



Maryland Junior Court Very Active

Junior Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court Neale #753 in Bel Alton, 
Maryland was meeting unofficially for more than a year before it was

officially formed with five members: Jessica Morales, president; Kierra Butler,
vice president; Symone Singmore, treasurer; Kayla Proctor, secretary; and 
Faith Chesley, events coordinator. The Juniors have collected toiletries to 
make Mother’s Day baskets for women in local homeless shelters, made 
no-sew blankets for Linus Projects and Christmas stockings for the under-
privileged in Charles County. The court also held a harvest festival at the 
Hughesville Women’s Shelter. They prepared Thanksgiving dinner for more 
than 100 senior citizens, with assistance from the senior court.

Left to right: Rosanna Swann, co-chair, Kayla Proctor, Faith Chesley, Jessica Morales, 
Niya Proctor, Symone Singmore and Sharon Harley, co-chair. Standing in back, Rev. 
Mark Smith, pastor, St. Joseph’s Catholic Church. Not pictured: Kierra Butler, Sheila 
Nelson, senior court regent and Peggy Goldsmith, district deputy.
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 Massachusetts Honors Memory of Junior Catholic Daughter

Last Thanksgiving Kristie Vazquez, president of Junior Court St. Joan of Arc in Framing-
ham, Massachusetts died after a battle with leukemia. Kristie was beloved by her fellow 

Juniors and family members alike. To honor Kristie’s life and memory, Massachusetts First Vice 
State Regent Judi Shooter cut off her hair and sent it to Locks of Love. This is an organization 
that provides hairpieces to financially disadvantaged children in the United States and Canada 
under age 21 suffering from long-term medical hair loss from any diagnosis. In her letter to 
Locks of Love, Judi wrote, “I hope this small gift of my hair can touch the hearts of someone 
who needs it to know that others care, even if we don’t know each other.” State Regent and 
JCDA Chairman Connie Pagan escorted members of Court St. Joan of Arc by bus to this year’s 
March for Life where Kristie’s presence was felt.

Judi Shooter shows the lock of her 
hair that she sent to Locks of Love 
in memory of Kristie Vazquez.

Louisiana Court Hosts
JCDA Social

Court St. Rose de Lima #1194 in St. Amant, 
Louisiana hosted a social at Holy Rosary Church. 
The court invited girls between the ages of 6-17 
from surrounding parishes to learn what the 
Junior Catholic Daughter program is about and 
treated them to food and fellowship. Regent Bettye 
Lambert welcomed everyone and explained to 
the parents the various charities and services the 
senior court offers the local community. Louisiana 
State Regent Joyce Stein addressed the gathering 
and offered to help establish the new Junior Court. 
Members Valerie Leeth and Jennifer Hertel were 
instrumental in planning the event. 

“What is very beautiful in the young people
 is their generosity.”

 — Mother Teresa of Calcutta
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Texas Holds Campus Court Retreat

The second Biennial Campus Court Conference/Retreat was held at the Drury Inn, 
San Antonio, Texas. Participating campus courts included Saint Mary’s University, 
Texas Women’s University/University of North Texas and University of the Incarnate 
Word. During a brainstorming session participants talked about how campus courts 
are different from other campus organizations. One member said, “It’s in what we 
do, the joy we have when we do it, and the bond we build knowing that it is not 
limited to our campus years; our investment takes us right into a senior court building 
deeper unity and working in charity.”

FocusOnYouth

Pennsylvania Court Announces 
Education Contest Award

Court Conception #35 in Corry, Pennsylvania announced 
that Andrew Czcech, a 2011 graduate of Corry Area High 
School won second place at the state level in the 2011 
National Education Contest in both the poetry and essay 
categories. The contest theme was either “The Lord is 
My Light” or “The Light Others Give to Me.” In the photo 
Andrew left, stands with Louise “Dolly” Hoover, who was 
Court Conception’s contest judge.

New York Court Awards Two Scholarships

Court Mary Immaculate #479 in Plattsburg, New York awarded $500 scholar-
ships to two students at Seton Catholic Central High School. In the photo 
left to right Secretary Dianne Martineau presents a scholarship award to 
recipient Carson Hynes; Treasurer Eleanor Tart presents a scholarship award 
to recipient Aaron Biasani.

Nevada Announces
Scholarship Winner

Rachel Howell was the recipient of the 2011 
Las Vegas Scholarship Award of $720. Rachel 

graduated from St. Francis de Sales Elementary 
School and is now a freshman at Bishop Gorman 
High School. After Mass and breakfast Rachel read 
her essay in response to the question, “How did 
your Catholic education affect your life?” It was 
very well-received.

Left to right, Scholarship Committee Chair Jina Courvraette, 
Rachel Howell and Nevada State Regent Rosalie Gregorich.
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 •  January 22, 1973 - Roe versus Wade: the Supreme 
Court decision legalizing abortion in America.

 •  January 22, 1974 - First March for Life: the Catholic 
Daughters of America were there.

 •  January 22, 2012 – 39th Annual March for Life: the 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas were there. 

 On the scene in Washington, D.C., buses with license 
plates from all over the United States were lining the streets and 
parking lots. Groups of 20 or more children, young adults, and 
adults were seen with their signature scarf, hat or T-shirt on the 
sidewalks. All 10,000 were going to the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception (seating capacity 6,000 plus 
standees) for the Opening Mass of the National Prayer Vigil for 
Life. Daniel Cardinal Di Nardo, Archbishop of Galveston-Hous-
ton and chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 

(USCCB) Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, was the celebrant and 
homilist. Cardinals, archbishops, bishops, abbots, priests and dea-
cons all concelebrated the mass.
 After the 40-minute procession of seminarians and con-
celebrants (four cardinals, 31 bishops, 300 priests, 75 deacons 
and 700 priesthood and diaconate candidates and altar servers) 
Cardinal Di Nardo welcomed all, including Archbishop Vigano, 
our Apostolic Nuncio, and especially the children, youth and 
young adults. Among them were members of the Military Cam-
pus Court, Court Our Lady of Lourdes #2643 at the U.S. Naval 
Academy in Annapolis, Maryland and members of several JCDA 
Courts. Members of the National Board, national directors, 
chairmen, the staff of the National CDA Offi ce, past national 
regents, members from Massachusetts, Nebraska, North Dakota, 
New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Washington and many more 
were present.
 Cardinal Di Nardo’s message to all stressed the importance 
of protecting the life of each human being: “I beg and pray for the 

Young people add their feet and voices 

March for Life 2012 
By Arline Rich
National Director

C onsider the following timetable in the effort to protect human life at its most 

vulnerable stage.

Members of the national board and 
national offi ce staff awaiting the 
start of the Vigil Mass for Life in the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception.

A little rain didn’t
stop this determined 
group from marching 

up Capitol Hill.
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young people present and all youth and young 
adults not to be compromised in your dedica-
tion to the protection of the life of each human 
person, born and unborn. Keep it before your 
eyes and in your hearts immediately. Threats 
against life and against the consciences of those 
who say ‘yes’ to life must be met with timely 
and unwavering action, in our families and in-
stitutions, and yes, in the public square.”
 Many returned to the hotel and enjoyed 
pizza in the lobby of the Washington Court Ho-
tel. On January 23, 2012, the day of the March 
started with meeting four of the JCDA mem-
bers, their counselor and parents who were to 
be interviewed by the Catholic News Service. 
 Rain gear was necessary, but our spir-
its were high as we met the Daughters at 
Constitution and 6th Street with our banner 
and signs. We joined the wave of more than 
300,000 in the March for Life to the U.S. 
Supreme Court. The marchers with banners, 
signs, scarves, hats and T-shirts began on the 
street of Constitution Avenue and expanded 
to the sidewalks. The annual March for Life is 
said to be one of the largest protest marches in 
Washington. It is peaceful, sending a message 
many wish to ignore; therefore it frequently 
does not make national news. 
 After walking up hill the Daughters 
stopped to regroup. At that time there were 
men in service uniforms walking against the 
fl ow of the marchers to another offi ce building 
and many young marchers were heard saying 
“Thank you for your service.” The chant of the 
day was: “We love babies, yes we do! We love ba-
bies, how ’bout you?”
 It was a wonderful experience; I am hon-
ored to have been part of the Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas participating in the 2012 March 
for Life. I am recommitted and ask you to join me 
in the Spiritual Adoption of an Unborn Child. 
To help stop the anti-life push around the world, 
the late Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen encouraged 
the spiritual adoption of an unborn child. This 
is done by praying that the one particular but 
unknown child’s life be spared abortion and be 
allowed to continue to live.
 To help accomplish the saving of life, 
it was recommended that an individual say 
the following daily prayer for a period of nine 
months:

“Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I love 
you very much. I beg you to spare 
the life of [baby’s name] the un-
born baby that I have spiritually 
adopted who is in danger of abor-
tion.”

— Prayer of Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen

For details, itinerary, reservations and letter from your
chaplain with his phone number call 7 days a week:

1-800-736-7300

12 Days Departs October 19 , 2012 from $1848*
Start in Honolulu, Hawaii and exciting Waikiki Beach for one night.  The following day 
board NCL’s Pride of America which offers FreeStyle cruising for the start of your Hawaii 
Cruise Experience.  Sail upon the big, blue, beautiful Pacific to ports in Kahului, Maui 
(2-days), offering beautiful sea vistas, breathtaking waterfalls and golden beaches; 
Hilo, the flower capital of Hawaii, and Kona, Hawaii, known for its many island coffee 
plantations.  Continue to Nawiliwili, Kauai, nicknamed the ‘Garden Island’ with glorious 
stretches of palm-fringed beaches and cruise the Na Pali Coast which is featured in many 
movies.  Disembark in Honolulu, Oahu and enjoy a city tour including the State Capitol 
and Iolani Palace, Punchbowl Crater, Pearl Harbor and the USS Arizona Memorial.  Spend a 
final three days and nights at your leisure in Waikiki.   *Father Gerres is Senior Priest at St. 
Elizabeth’s Church in Wilmington, DE.  This will be his seventh trip as YMT’s chaplain.  Mass 
is included several times.  *Price per person, double occupancy.  Airfare is extra.

Hawaii Cruise & Tour

Italy Pilgrimage
ROME – VATICAN – POMPEII – PADRE PIO’S COMPLEX  

LORETO  ASSISI – FLORENCE – PISA – ORVIETO   

Fully Escorted  +  Your YMT Chaplain, Father Rex Familar!
Explore historic Rome.  Start with an audience with Pope Benedict XVI (subject to his 
schedule) followed by a city tour of Rome including the Basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore, 
Trevi Fountain, Spanish Steps and Colosseum.  Your second visit to the Vatican includes a 
private Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica, the Vatican museum and Sistine Chapel.  Tour the ruins at 
Pompeii with Mass at Our Lady of the Rosary in Pompeii.  Continue to San Giovanni Rotondo 
with Mass at the tomb of St. Pio.  Visit the Convent of Santa Maria Della Grazie and museum of 
St. Pio.  Visit the Grotto of St. Michael in Monte Sant’Angelo, Lanciano, San Francesco church, 
and celebrate a private Mass at the Sanctuario Della Santa Casa De Loreto (Basilica contains 
a stone hut-house where Mary lived).  Your Catholic Pilgrimage continues to Assisi with a 
half day sightseeing tour including a visit to Santa Chiara Church, St. Mary of the Angels, and 
a private Mass at St. Francis Basilica, Assisi.  Travel across the beautiful Tuscan countryside 
for a half-day guided tour of Florence with a visit and private Mass at one of the greatest 
Gothic buildings in Italy, The Duomo Di Orvieto, whose construction was completed in 1290.  
Depart for home Thursday, September 20, 2012.  Includes 17 meals.  Your chaplain is Father 
Rex Familiar, Parochial Vicar at St. John Vianney, in Orlando, Florida.  This will be Father Rex’s 
second YMT Pilgrimage.  *Single room with no roommate: add only $400.

ROME – VATICAN – POMPEII – PADRE PIO’S COMPLEX  

Includes
Papal 

Audience & 
7 Masses!

11 Days Departs September 10 , 2012 from $2198*
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Explore historic Rome.  Start with an audience with Pope Benedict XVI (subject to his 
schedule) followed by a city tour of Rome including the Basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore, 
Trevi Fountain, Spanish Steps and Colosseum.  Your second visit to the Vatican includes a 
private Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica, the Vatican museum and Sistine Chapel.  Tour the ruins at 
Pompeii with Mass at Our Lady of the Rosary in Pompeii.  Continue to San Giovanni Rotondo 
with Mass at the tomb of St. Pio.  Visit the Convent of Santa Maria Della Grazie and museum of 
St. Pio.  Visit the Grotto of St. Michael in Monte Sant’Angelo, Lanciano, San Francesco church, 
and celebrate a private Mass at the Sanctuario Della Santa Casa De Loreto (Basilica contains 
a stone hut-house where Mary lived).  Your Catholic Pilgrimage continues to Assisi with a 
half day sightseeing tour including a visit to Santa Chiara Church, St. Mary of the Angels, and 
a private Mass at St. Francis Basilica, Assisi.  Travel across the beautiful Tuscan countryside 
for a half-day guided tour of Florence with a visit and private Mass at one of the greatest 
Gothic buildings in Italy, The Duomo Di Orvieto, whose construction was completed in 1290.  
Depart for home Thursday, September 20, 2012.  Includes 17 meals.  Your chaplain is Father 
Rex Familiar, Parochial Vicar at St. John Vianney, in Orlando, Florida.  This will be Father Rex’s 
second YMT Pilgrimage.  *Single room with no roommate: add only $400.
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 In June, 2011, the Catholic Daughters of 
Washington State were joined by the fi ve national 
offi cers, Joanne Tomassi, Anne Nelson, Shirley 
Seyfried, Letty Calvetti, Helene Shepherd; National 
Directors Arline Rich, and Janet Martineau; and Past 
National Director and Past Habitat Chairman, Jackie
Smith. It was a very hot week with the temperature in the 90’s most
of the week but the Catholic Daughters were determined to accom-
plish their task and by the end of the week, the walls were raised.
 Site Supervisor Larry Merk wrote a thank you following 
the build. In it he said, “Thank you so much for sponsoring the 
Hernandez family house and for coming to the Tri-Cities to kick 
off the construction process. It was a hot and fast-paced fi rst 
week but I had a blast. I sure hope you did as well. You gals (and 
the spouses who participated) were so much fun to work with; 
I wish you were around all the time. You exhibited the kind of 
teamwork we dream about when large groups come to work on 
our houses – everyone pitching and helping each other be suc-
cessful in order to get the job done. You made my job so much 
easier because I could provide instruction or demonstration of 
a building process one time and be assured that the crew would 

coach each other and reinforce the correct method 
of performing that operation. Kudos to all.”

 Larry Merk expressed what all of us who helped 
with the build felt as we worked on the home. We 
were hot and exhausted as each day ended but we sure 

enjoyed the camaraderie of working together with 
sisters in CDA as well as strangers we’d never met before but 
who became friends as we worked to build this home for the 
Hernandez family. We felt a great sense of accomplishment each 
day as we saw more work completed on the house. 
 During the following months, the Catholic Daughters of 
Washington state, their husbands, friends, and workers from the 
Habitat affi liate continued to work on the home and on Decem-
ber 17th, their work came to fruition with the dedication of the 
home. Washington First Vice State Regent and Chairperson for 
the build Christy Hall coordinated every part, including meals for 
the workers and volunteers. 
 National Regent-Elect Anne Nelson and I represented the 
National Catholic Daughters at the dedication. The home was fi lled 
with a standing-room crowd for the dedication. Theresa Richardson, 
executive director of the Tri Cities Habitat affi liate, said that this was 
the largest crowd they’d had at a dedication. Aureliano Hernandez 
spoke to the crowd in Spanish and expressed the deep appreciation of 
the family for all the work of everyone in building their home. Fol-
lowing the dedication, a delicious meal of Tamales and soup prepared 
by the Hernandez family was enjoyed by everyone.
 The home in Pasco was built for Aureliano and Rosario 
Hernandez, their daughter Zayra, and their son Juan Carlos. Sue 
Bannister, family services coordinator for the Tri Cities Habitat 
affi liate, gave us a little background on the family. She said that 
Aureliano has been working seasonally in the United States since 
1990 and travelled back to Mexico each year in the “off ” season to 
be with his family. In 2008 his wife and children were granted U.S. 
legal status and they moved to the Tri-Cities. The family applied 
for the Habitat program after Aureliano’s sister applied, qualifi ed 
and moved into her Habitat house. They were living in an apart-
ment complex with cockroaches and a rat, so needless to say the 

Grateful recipient thanks volunteer workers in Spanish

Catholic	Daughters	Build	Habitat
Home	in	Pasco,	Washington
By Shirley Seyfried
First Vice National Regent and National Habitat Chairman

F or the 20th time in 16 years, the Catholic Daughters of the Americas have come 

together to build a Habitat home. Catholic Daughters have also sponsored 10 

homes after national disasters but did not physically help to build them.

The Hernandez family in their new kitchen after they have been presented 
with the keys to the home.

Directors Arline Rich, and Janet Martineau; and Past 
National Director and Past Habitat Chairman, Jackie

of performing that operation. Kudos to all.”
 Larry Merk expressed what all of us who helped 

enjoyed the camaraderie of working together with 
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decision by the Family Selection Committee was unanimous. 
 Sue also asked that I “please express the gratitude from the 
family and from Habitat for Humanity Tri-Cities in your newslet-
ter. Without help from organizations such as yours our mission of 
helping hard working, low income families fulfi ll their dream of 
home ownership would be extremely diffi cult, so once again thank 
you for all your help and support throughout the build.” 
 Catholic Daughters have again come together to provide a 

beautiful home for a family in need by fi rst working hard to help 
raise the funds for half the cost of the home and then helping to 
build it. The Washington State Catholic Daughters held several 
fund-raisers to raise money for the cost of half of the house, and 
$30,000 from our Habitat for Humanity National Project was 
also given to help build the home. Thank you to all of the Catho-
lic Daughters for helping to build a home and a dream for the 
Hernandez family. May God Bless all of you.

Book by Heart Transplant Recipient Supports Organ Donation

Eleven years ago, Eleanor Ball – a former member of Court Josephine #319 in Keene, New Hampshire – received a life-saving 
heart transplant. Now she is speaking out in a 51-page personal book, The Gift of Life: A Heart Transplant’s Remarkable Story, 

to encourage readers to become organ donors. The book is dedicated to her unknown donor.
 The book follows Eleanor through her journey as a heart patient, including a time when she was attending Mass at St. Bernard’s 
Catholic Church in Keene, tried to get up and could not stand. She had a serious problem with her mitral valve, which ultimately 
required surgery. In July 2000 Eleanor attended the Catholic Daughters’ Biennial National Convention in Bismarck, North Dakota, 
as a New Hampshire state offi cer; she writes that while she enjoyed the convention, she experienced fatigue and low energy. 
 More medical procedures followed and Eleanor learned she was a candidate for a heart transplant. This story has a happy 
ending: the heart transplant operation was successful. She writes, “Although I have to take anti-rejection medications and other 
supportive medications for the rest of my life, I lead a normal life.” Today she does her own housework (except vacuuming, which 
her husband does) and volunteers for the New England Organ Bank and the Keene Senior Center. She testifi es in support of organ 
donation, walks, sees friends and crochets. 
 But, as Eleanor points out – using statistics from the nonprofi t United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) – there are far 
more people waiting for life-saving transplants than there are organs available. Therefore, she includes information in the book 
about becoming organ donors, noting that all major religions support organ donation. Eleanor Ball’s book is available through the 
author for $12 plus $1.50 for shipping. Contact her on ecb431@localnet.com or write to her at 150 River St., Keene, NH 03431 
or call (603) 352-3843.

— Peggy Eastman, Share editor

Catholic Daughters holding the two signs at the end of the fi rst day of building.
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Rosaries sought even if you can’t attend

Nebraska	Catholic	Daughters	to	Host
the	54th	Biennial	National	Convention
By Shirley Seyfried
First Vice National Regent; Convention Chairman

N ebraska Catholic Daughters invite all Catholic Daughters to the 54th Biennial 

National Convention July 18-22, 2012.  The Omaha Hilton and the CenturyLink 

Convention Center Omaha will be the headquarters for the convention. The 

theme for the convention is “With God All Things Are Possible” — MATTHEW 19:26.

 The charitable project for the convention is to bring ro-
saries, which will be distributed to patients in nursing homes 
throughout Nebraska. This is a project in which courts and mem-
bers can participate even if they are not coming to convention. If 
you or your court make rosaries, please consider making some and 
sending them to the convention with your court or state delegates 
if you are not coming. They may also be mailed to the chairman 
of the Rosary Collection Project Barb Keuchel, 13917 W. Circle, 
Omaha, NE 68137.
 Although the convention actually opens on Wednesday, 
July 18, there are many exciting tours planned prior to the open-
ing day, giving those who have never been to Nebraska a chance 
to enjoy the beautiful and historic sites. Pre-convention tours are 
scheduled from Sunday through Tuesday and include a cruise on 
the Missouri River followed by dinner on Sunday or a dinner 
cruise on the river on Monday evening. Other tours on Monday 
and Tuesday include 1) a tour of Omaha and a visit to historical 
Father Flanagan’s Boystown; 2) a trip to the Holy Family Shrine, 
a visit to Mahoney State Park, and a visit to the Strategic Air 
Command Museum; 3) a tour of Omaha and a visit to the Henry 
Doorly Zoo; 4) a tour of the beautiful Lauritzen gardens and the 
Joslyn Art Museum; and 5) a tour of the Durham Museum in the 
former Union Pacifi c Railroad Depot and the Omaha Press Club. 

Several interesting men’s tours are being planned on Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday while the women are at meetings – so if you 
have a husband who would like to come to Omaha, feel free to 
bring him to enjoy the trip to America’s heartland with you. 
 In addition to the tours, pre-convention workshops are 
also planned to help members broaden their horizons regarding 
Catholic Daughters. The workshops are being offered both Tues-
day afternoon and Wednesday morning. Workshop topics include 
1) First-time attendees, to help them understand what to expect 
at the convention; 2) Leadership, to help members prepare to be 
leaders in their courts; 3) Local courts, to share ideas on how to 
conduct meetings so members will want to come; 4) Legislation, 
to help members understand the need to know what is happening 
on the legislative scene and how to contact their congressmen and 
women with their opinions; 5) Spirituality, to help CDA members 
enhance their spiritual lives; and 6) Membership, to give tips on 
how to acquire new members and start new courts. Wednesday 
morning will also feature meetings for the following committees: 
Elections/Monitors/Ushers, Timekeepers, Credentials, Standing 
Rules, and Minutes Approval.
 Past national directors and offi cers will gather for the 
Past National Directors dinner on Tuesday evening. This will 
give them an opportunity to discuss old times and catch up on 
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The Fertile Ground Mural can be seen from the hotel.        The Desert Dome of the world’s Largest Indoor desert  and the Lied Jungle at the Henry Doorly Zoo.
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the news of their sisters in CDA with whom they had the op-
portunity to work on the National Board.
 On Wednesday at 1:00 P.M., convention goers will gather 
for Adoration and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. Follow-
ing this service, the delegates will be seated in the convention hall. 
The 54th Biennial Convention will offi cially be called to order by 
National Regent Joanne Tomassi at 2:30 P.M. The keynote speech 
of the convention will be given by Rev. Jim Sichko, chaplain of 
Court St. Anne #2568, in Richmond, Kentucky. Father Jim is 
an outstanding speaker who travels throughout the United States 
giving missions, retreats and days of recollection. This year, Father 
Jim’s travels include Louisiana, Mississippi, Wisconsin, Pennsyl-
vania, Kansas, Texas, and Kentucky. Known for his story-telling, 
Father Jim weaves everyday life experiences with the rooted mes-
sages which lie within the Gospel.
 Business conducted at the fi rst meeting will include nomi-
nations of candidates for national offi ce, national director, and 
the National Nominating Committee. Monday evening will allow 
members to get to know the candidates at campaign night. The 
perpetual members of the 1903 Society will gather for a special 
social following campaign night.
 Thursday morning will begin at 6 A.M. with the Walk 
for Love; CDA members will walk for their national projects and 

charities. A Memorial Mass will follow at 8 A.M. when we will 
remember and celebrate our deceased chaplains, national offi cers 
and directors, state offi cers, local offi cers and members and CDA 
family members. The business meeting will continue beginning at 
9:30 and will conclude with voting. During the lunch hours on 
both Thursday and Friday, convention goers will have the oppor-
tunity to learn more about parliamentary procedure at a chat with 
the parliamentarian. Thursday afternoon will be the third business 
meeting followed by an open evening which we call State Night, 
allowing members to get together with others within their state to 
have dinner and socialize.
 A God and Country Mass will begin the day on Friday. 
Members are asked to dress in red for the Mass. Following the 
business meetings on Friday will be the Nebraska Night Dinner 
and Fun night. The menu will include a Nebraska buffet of beef, 
chicken and vegetable lasagna with all the trimmings. There will 
also be tea, coffee and a cash bar during the evening. The enter-
tainment will feature Steve Fowler, who has been on Broadway 
and who will entertain us with a wide variety of songs. He will 
also play music for dancing. So, dress comfortably, bring your 
requests for that special dance number you like, and plan to have 
loads of fun. 
 Saturday will begin with the fi nal business session followed 
by the Mass at the beautiful Cathedral of Saint Cecilia at 2:00 
P.M. In addition to the installation of offi cers, the paten will be 
passed at this Mass from the Nebraska state offi cers to the offi cers 
of the state hosting the next national convention. After Mass, there 
will be a No-host Social at 5:30 P.M. followed by the Apprecia-
tion Banquet at 7:00 P.M. honoring the outgoing National Regent 
Joanne Tomassi. The Travelers Mass will be held immediately fol-
lowing the banquet. A fi nal closing Mass of Thanksgiving will be 
held on Sunday morning. Following the convention, a wonderful 
post-convention trip to the beautiful Black Hills of South Dakota 
and famous Mount Rushmore is planned from July 23-27. Come 
and join the fun in Omaha, Nebraska.
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This is the 
convention 
center which 
is attached 
by skywalk to 
the hotel.

This is a rendering of the Hilton Hotel as the construction is not quite fi nished. They have added a big addition over the last two years.
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E very two years without fail, the cycle of transition of leaders 
takes place. This year it will be the local offi cers as well as the 
national offi cers and directors who will be passing the baton.  

Our CDA leaders often leave huge footprints to fi ll.  Many people 
step up or are helped up. Regardless, our leaders should leave a trail 
of bread crumbs for the next generation of leaders to follow.
 What can those currently in the leadership positions do to 
help ease the transition and also to really pass along their wisdom 
to the future offi cers?  
 One is to lead by example so their successors may emulate 
their behaviors and attitudes. This is a sure-fi re way to reinforce 
high-quality leadership.  If more future leaders took time to rep-
licate the little things that were successful for their predecessors, 
they might just learn the essentials for creating followers.  
 Leaders today need to leave a road map. The “By-laws” and 
the “Tools of the Trade” provide all CDA leaders with excellent 
strategies and guidelines to follow plans and organize people to 
achieve the goals through the execution of the plans.
With these tools in hand, what should be the next step for the 

new leader?  She must ask herself the key question, “What makes 
a leader?”  A leader is considered to be someone with vision and 
ability to articulate that vision to the court members, so vividly 
and powerfully that it becomes their vision. 
 The second question should be “What is my role as a lead-
er?” The most fundamental role of a leader is to defi ne the organi-
zational goals and to formulate the following tasks:

 •   Vision: it defi nes the purpose, or simply “What 
to do?”

 •   Strategy: it articulates the plans, How to achieve 
the vision?” 

 •   People: “Who should carry out the strategy?” 
How to help people accomplish the strategy and 
hence the goal.    

  Therefore, the paradigm for leadership transition is in the 
passing of the baton, one reaching back to hand off the baton, the 
other reaching forward to receive it. This is the partnership that is 
necessary for success.

Sharing the wisdom

A	Leader	Passes	the	Baton
By Helene Shepard
National Secretary-Treasurer; National Leadership Chairman

I was asked recently by a state offi cer about the spiritual benefi ts 
of membership in CDA.  I believe she wanted information to 
use for new members.  Although I have been a member for 43 

years and am convinced that I have grown spiritually, I had never 
before stopped intentionally to consider why.
 Primarily, CDA gives us the avenue to do what we were born to 
do—what we were created to do. As you may remember from our old 
Baltimore Catechism days (if you are very young, this may be before 
your time), we were created “to know, to love, and to serve God.” CDA 
retreats, days of recollection, corporate communions, and private and 
collective prayer, all help us to come to know God so that our love for 
Him grows. It is that love of God that calls us to service. 
 The fact that we belong to a CDA court gives us a way in 
which we can use our gifts to answer that call. As court members, we 
live out the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy by praying for 
and taking care of God’s people. When we feed the hungry, build 
Habitat Houses, visit the sick, pray for those in need, teach children 
and support our clergy, those actions answer God’s call to service 
– and our obedience brings us closer to Him.

 Even when we raise money, we are serving. Where will the 
diocese get money for the education of our seminarians? How 
will we buy rosaries so that we can teach children to pray? How 
will the local women’s shelter get money for school supplies or 
clothing for battered women? Some of it will come from our 
bake sales, Christmas raffl es, and chicken dinners. Through our 
fund-raising, we are gathering the means to complete the tasks 
to which we have been called.
 Finally, CDA gives us the opportunity to come together 
with other women who share our faith and our willingness to 
serve. Membership in a court allows us to have sisters who will 
pray with us and for us. They are there in happiness and in sor-
row. They help us to hear God’s voice as He gives us His coun-
sel and His consolation. Court members who pray together are 
powerful intercessors. Christ says to us in Scripture, “For where 
two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in 
the midst of them.”(Matthew 18:19-20) Belonging to a court 
ensures that that we are never alone; as we pray together, God is 
with us, and with Him, “All things are possible.”

To know, love and serve God

The	Spiritual	Benefi	ts	of	Joining	CDA
By Olga Samaniego
National Director; Spiritual Enhancement Chairman

achieve the goals through the execution of the plans.
With these tools in hand, what should be the next step for the 

other reaching forward to receive it. This is the partnership that is 
necessary for success.

To know, love and serve God
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 SOAR!, founded in New York,
has worked tirelessly to make the 
retirement years of U.S. religious 
easier. The Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas have been partners with
SOAR! since its beginning and contributed $25,000 as seed 
money. Each year we renew that commitment with the presen-
tation of a $10,000 check.
 At the dinner, I joined National Regent Joanne Tomassi, 
First Vice National Regent Shirley Seyfried, Second Vice National 
Regent Letty Calvetti and National Secretary-Treasurer Helene 
Shepard, as well as National Directors Mary Ann Kizer (Arkan-
sas), Janet Martineau (Montana) Arline Rich (Connecticut), and 
Olga Samaniego (Texas). One of the treasures of attending this 
event is talking with the many retired religious who are in atten-
dance through the generous donations of others. 
 I joined a group of four women religious and our conversa-
tion began. They were educators and spent a total of 210 years in 
education. They had some stories to tell; we laughed and we cried 
as they shared their experiences. All expressed a desire to return to 
active teaching but were content with praying for their order, shar-
ing their experiences and mentoring new teachers. I wish I had 
had one of these ladies mentoring me as I was teaching. It would 
have been a treasure gained. It was women like these who led me 
to my vocation in teaching and church ministry. The wealth of 
knowledge and experience in that room was the foundation for 
the greatness of the Catholic School system in the United States. 
 Honored guests for the evening were Timothy Cardinal 
Dolan, Archbishop of New York, and Sister Rose Bernadette 
of Maryknoll Sisters. Cardinal Dolan, recipient of the Seton 
Award, is large of stature and instantly brightens a room. During 
the course of the evening, Cardinal Dolan went to each table 
and spoke to each person and of course gave them one of his 
famous bear hugs. In his message, he told of his experiences in 
grade school and how the Sisters were always there to help and 
teach. He considers the Catholic education system a gem in the 
history of the Catholic Church of the USA. Even though this 
school system is going through hard times, it will renew itself. 

Cardinal Dolan pointed out that 
the religious of the past gave us our 
roots, they were planted deep and we 
are reaping the benefi ts. It is up to us 
to continue that legacy.

 Sister Rose Bernadette, MM received the Yanitelli Award 
for her ministry in the foreign missions. Her stories told of the 
simple life of the people she served and how they would spend 
many hours going to where the sacraments would be adminis-
tered. After dinner, they both spoke of the missionary effort of the 
Church both here and abroad. They reminded us that the need 
continues here and abroad. The call for us to be evangelizers at all 
times in all places is more prominent today.
 National Regent Joanne Tomassi presented greetings from 
you, our membership, and pledged our continued support. She 
presented our check for $10,000. Sister Kathleen Lunsmann, 
IHM, President of SOAR!, accepted on behalf of the SOAR! 
board. She expressed her thanks to the CDA for their hard work 
on the board, by donations and their countless hours on behalf of 
the aged and infi rm.

National Regent Joanne Tomassi, National Secretary-Treasurer Helene 
Shepard, His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan and Rev. Dr. Richard DeLilio, 
OSFS, from The Catholic University of America.

Improving retirement for U.S. religious

Benefi	t	Dinner	Renews	Catholic
Daughters’	Commitment	to	SOAR!
By Anne Nelson
National Regent-Elect

N oisy cabs and the clip-clop of horses’ hooves greeted us at the site of the SOAR! 

dinner in New York City. More than 200 benefactors gathered to celebrate the 

25th anniversary of SOAR! (Support Our Aging Religious). 
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 Take, for example, the Catholic Bishops’ Offi ce of Migra-
tion and Refugee Services. For nearly 10 years, the agency has 
worked to assist victims of human traffi cking, often women 
brought to this country for prostitution. Last fall, however, the 
agency was denied a grant to continue helping these victims be-
cause it refuses to guarantee traffi cking victims the “full range of 
reproductive services,” including sterilization and abortion. 
 Another example came after a state decided to redefi ne 
marriage and discrimination. After Illinois’ 
civil union bill became law in June, the state’s 
attorney general said Catholic Charities was 
violating state anti-discrimination laws that 
demanded couples in civil unions be treated 
the same as married couples. 
 Representatives of Catholic Charities 
told the state that placing children in homes 
with civil unions would violate Catholic 
Church teaching that defi nes marriage as a 
union between a man and a woman. As a re-
sult, the state refused to renew foster care and 
adoption contracts with Catholic Charities, 
and many social workers lost their jobs. A 
transition plan for more than 2,000 children 
began last July. 
 In January, the Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) announced that 
all health care plans will be required to cover contraceptives, abor-
tifacients and sterilization starting in August 2013. HHS says the 
Affordable Health Care Act defi nes these items as “preventive ser-
vices” for women.
 “In effect, the President is saying we have a year to fi gure 
out how to violate our consciences,” said Timothy Cardinal Dolan, 
Archbishop of New York and president of the United States Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops. “Never before has the federal govern-
ment forced individuals and organizations to go into the market-

place and buy a product that violates their conscience.” 
 Dolan continued, “To force American citizens to choose 
between violating their consciences and forgoing their healthcare 
is literally unconscionable. It is as much an attack on access to 
health care as on religious freedom. Historically this represents a 
challenge and a compromise of our religious liberty.”
 “The government should not force Americans to act as if 
pregnancy is a disease to be prevented at all costs,” added Dolan, 

who is urging that the mandate be over-
turned. “The Obama administration has now 
drawn an unprecedented line in the sand. The 
Catholic bishops are committed to working 
with our fellow Americans to reform the law 
and change this unjust regulation. We will 
continue to study all the implications of this 
troubling decision.”
 At the Vigil Mass of the March for Life, 
Daniel Cardinal DiNardo echoed the theme to 
a crowd of 20,000 pilgrims. In speaking of the 
health care requirement, DiNardo said, “At is-
sue here…is the survival of a cornerstone con-
stitutionally protected freedom that ensures 
respect for conscience and religious liberty.” 
The nation’s bishops are so concerned about 
this topic of religious liberty that they re-
cently created an Ad Hoc Committee on Re-

ligious Liberty, with Bishop William E. Lori of the Bridgeport, 
Connecticut Diocese, serving as chair. 
 The First Amendment guarantees that Congress shall 
make no law impeding the free exercise of religion, yet these state 
and federal rulings force Catholics to violate their consciences, 
thereby restricting their freedom of religion. In this election year, 
it is vitally important that Catholics realize the far-reaching im-
plications of public policy and vote for people who will uphold 
their right of conscience.

Right of conscience under attack

Bishops	Speak	Out	on
Religious	Liberty
By Margaret Sitte
National Legislative Chairman

R eligious liberty is under attack. Last fall, Los Angeles Archbishop José H. Gomez 

wrote that Americans’ “first freedom”—religious liberty—is being threatened 

as never before. Conscience protection is being violated by state and federal 

agencies in numerous ways.
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 One hundred nine years 
ago, a handful of women chose 
to dream of an organization 
where they could work in har-
mony for the causes of their 
time, with spiritual, educational 
and charitable areas as their fo-
cus. Through the years they en-
countered much that could have 
impeded their progress. Howev-
er, they pressed on and gave us 
the fi rm foundation on which 
we can continue to build. 
 Are you up to the chal-
lenge? I believe we, the mem-
bers, must again take to heart 
these words: dream, dare, do 
and discover. We must contin-
ue to dream of what each mem-
ber and each court is capable of 
becoming, a continuing force 
in the challenge of helping to 
seek justice and equality for all 
humanity. We must now dare 
to seek ways to give help to the 
needy, the unborn and the el-
derly and to be a faithful wit-
ness to our Catholic faith in the 
search. But, we must also do. We must continue to recruit new 
members and retain present members to keep our courts strong. 
Discover what each member offers to your court. Then you will 
be able to say, yes, we can do. We will do. 
 In providing help to the needy, support of seminarians 
and other religious in our faith, aid to those hit with disaster, and 
in working to bring justice for the unborn and the elderly many 
courts already are quite active. Take up the challenge given in 
2010 and work to recruit new members and retain present mem-

bers. Become a court whose 
members will dream, dare, do 
and discover what each mem-
ber means to the future of the 
court and help to continue the 
world-wide work of the Catho-
lic Daughters of the Americas 
for many more generations. 
 In speaking and corre-
sponding with members across 
the United States it is amazing 
the pride one member speaks 
with, who has belonged for 
74 years, as she tells why she 
joined and the joy of work-
ing with others who share her 
values and faith. Attend your 
state and national functions, 
read your by-laws, refer to 
your newly revised “Tools of 
the Trade II”, know what the 
present goals and projects are. 
Yes, we need women commit-
ted to the goals and ideals of 
our Order, women to recruit 
and be received. Membership 
chairmen and regents – please 
share your successes with me at 

lemarie5@yahoo.com and let others know what has helped in 
your search for new members. 
 Yes, you can. Dream, dare, do and discover. You can 
grow spiritually, enrich your life through aid to the less for-
tunate, gain lasting friends, and you can help your court grow 
in members, women who will be strong Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas. Continue to let your lights shine for member-
ship in each of your courts. Remember, “With God all things 
are possible”. Matthew 19:26

Building on a fi rm foundation

Dream,	Dare,	Do	and	Discover
for	Membership
By Letty Calvetti
Second Vice National Regent, Membership Chairman

W e must continue to dream, dare, do and discover for membership if we 

want to help the Catholic Daughters of the Americas grow and be a force 

for justice and equality for all of humanity.



2� Share Magazine • Spring 2012

Anniversaries

Massachusetts Court Celebrates Golden Anniversary

Court St. Francis of Assisi #1859 in Braintree, Massachu-
setts celebrated its 50th anniversary on June 20, 2011. A 

chicken dinner was served in the court’s gaily decorated hall and 
was enjoyed by 80 members, two chaplains, guests and friends. 
Memorabilia and pictures of many events over the years were on 
display. A history book was given to all attendees and 50-year 
pins and flowers were given to the six charter members. Four 
new members were given membership pins and flowers. Awards 
were also presented to the Catholic Daughter of the Year and 
the Unsung Hero award recipients. Braintree Mayor Joseph Sul-
livan presented the court with a citation in recognition of the 
dedication shown in all the court’s works, donations and charity 
throughout the town. 

Ninety-Year Milestone Celebrated by Texas Court

Court Isabella the Catholic #683 in Laredo, Texas celebrated its 
90th anniversary with a special celebration. Immediate Past Na-

tional Regent Libby Ramirez and Immediate Past Texas State Re-
gent Sheila Martinka presented Regent Maria Teresa Hinojosa with a 
plaque in recognition of 90 years of Court Isabella’s service to Church, 
school and community. A picture of the 89 charter members was on 
display and their names were included in the program. Congratula-
tions for planning the successful celebration go to Adriana Ramos, 
Delia Almendarez, Alma Salinas, Maria Teresa Hinojosa, Marta B. 
Kinslow, Rosario Gonzalez and Imelda Gonzalez.

Front row, seated, left to right, are Regent Maria Teresa Hinojosa, Immediate Past Texas State Regent Sheila Martinka, Immediate Past National Regent 
Libby Ramirez, Most Rev. James Tamayo, Past National Director Dolly Pena and District Deputy Anna Chapman. Standing, left to right, are Financial 
Secretary Adriana Ramos, Vice Regent Imelda Gonzalez, Secretary Delia Almendarez, Treasurer Alma Salinas and Mistress of Ceremonies Lucy Cardenas.

Nebraska Court Celebrates 40 Years

Members of Court Our Lady of Perpetual Adoration 
#2036 in Bellevue, Nebraska celebrated the 40th an-

niversary of their Institution with Mass followed by brunch 
in the parish center on July 10. The court was chartered on 
July 11, 1971. It was the first court in Catholic Daughter 
history to be chartered during a national CDA workshop. 
Three of the 29 charter members were honored guests: Mary 
Margaret Burdick, Kay Hoelting and Betty Ellis.

Front row, sitting, left to right, are Mary Margaret Burdick, Ruth Duffy, Elizabeth Goodman, Kay Hoelting, Betty Ellis and Beverly Engelkamp. 
Standing, left to right, Cindy Bishop, Judy Reed, Sr. Ellen Dolan, Anne Nabors, Dorothy Kerr, Jerri Schwartz, Emily McLeaish, Connie Wacha, 
Maureen Losee, Kathleen Siebenborn, Sally Cvetas, Bebe Gomez, Janet Ryan, Sue O’Shea, Elaine Williams, Teresa Brown, Addie Holtmeyer, 
Trudy Puszewski, Barb Paquette, Alice Weimer, Marty Jungers, Joan Peterson, Anna Gleason, Kathie Bickerstaff and Judy Morss.

Court St. Francis of Assisi’s six charter members, from left to right, Lucy 
Hession, Antoinetta Sheehan, Dorothy Feeley, Priscilla Tobin, Virginia 
Welch and Helen Kracunas.



The Catholic Daughters of the Americas	 25

Anniversaries

Iowa Court Celebrates Centennial Anniversary

Court Joan of Arc #152 in Mason City, 
Iowa, celebrated its 100th Anniver-

sary with Mass followed by a reception din-
ner. Certificates and pins were presented 
to members who have been with the court 
for 50 years or more. State regent Rose 
Holschlag and National Director Sherry 
Nilles presented Regent Deb Ballantyne 
with plaques honoring Court Joan of Arc’s 
100 years of service.

Left to right, Jane Roach, district deputy, Darlene Moritz, Iowa first vice state regent, Sharon Frascht, district deputy, Rose Holschlag, state regent, Deb 
Ballantyne, regent, Darlene Schneider, secretary, Marcia Nord, treasurer, Shannon Giordano, vice regent, Rita Muniz, financial secretary, Jan Gundmeyer, 
state secretary, Sheila Graham, state treasurer, Janet Lubenthal, second vice state regent and Sherry Nilles, national director.

Court in Puerto Rico Celebrates Diamond Anniversary

Court Nuestra Señora de la Providencia #1242 in 
Yauco, Puerto Rico, celebrated its 75th anniversary 

on April 10, 2011. The celebration began with a sacred 
Mass at Nuestra Señora del Rosario Church. Rev. José 
Osorio Fernández congratulated and blessed the Catho-
lic Daughters and encouraged them to continue with 
their activities of charity and love within their commu-
nity. Luncheon followed at Pichis’ Best Western Con-
vention Center where members were treated to visuals of 
the court’s 75 years of service to the community. The cel-
ebration was dedicated to Ana Hilda Fournier de Lugo, 
who has been a member for 32 years.

Texas Court Celebrates 20th

Court Our Lady Queen of the Lake #2364 in Lake Jackson, Texas marked its 20th 
anniversary with Mass celebrated by Rev. Msgr. Leo Wleczyk. Everyone was then 
treated to a dinner after which Regent Mary Montague welcomed attendees and 
gave a brief history of the formation of the court, with special mention of Estelle 
Bohac for her contributions. Gloria Millsap read a congratulatory resolution from 
Senator Joan Huffman. Lynne Hanrahan introduced court chaplain and keynote 
speaker Msgr. Leo Wleczyk.

New Mexico Court Celebrates 20th

Members of Court Our Lady of Assumption #2362 in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, celebrated their 20th anniversary on June 5, 2011 
with Mass followed by a luncheon at the Macaroni Grill. In the 
photo are, left to right, charter members Jacqueline Reynolds, 
Ruth Duggan, Rufina Moya and Alicia Montoya.

Father Fernadez is surrounded by court members at the celebration.



Guam Court Honors
Spiritual Director
Members of Court Our Lady of Camarin 
#2047 in Hagatna, Guam gathered to 
celebrate the 50th Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee 
of the court’s spiritual director Monsignor 
Brigido Arroyo. Seated in the photo are left 
to right, Elizabeth Untalan, Celerina Cruz and 
Cecilia Yanger. Standing, left to right, Regent 
Priscilla Muna, Patricia Guerrero, Monsignor 
Arroyo, Evelyn Rodriguez, Emma Aflague, 
Maria Macias, Ann Chargualaf, Cecilia 
Mantanona and Eleanor Milano.

Iowa Court Entertains
Area Religious
Court St. Rose of Lima #6 in Carroll, Iowa entertained 
Sisters in the area at the court’s Christmas dinner 
meeting on Thursday, December 1st at the Greteman 
Center at Holy Spirit Church. In the back row of the 
photo are Holy Spirit Sisters, Tanzanian Sisters, Society 
of Our Lady of the Most Holy Trinity, Sister Ione Nieland, 
Sister Irene Nieland and Catholic Daughter Jolene 
Klocke (right). Front row, seated, are Catholic Daugh-
ters Twilla Hoffman, Ardis Bauer, Dorothy Bellinghau-
sen, Marlene Willenborg and Agnes Sporleder.

Connecticut Church Holds
Annual Bake Sale

Court All Saints #1435 in Somers, Connecti-
cut held its annual Christmas Craft Fair and 

Bake Sale at All Saints Church. Items sold were a 
result of members working throughout the year 
on crafts, knitting, painting and sewing, as well as 
collecting used books and timeless treasures. The 
proceeds were put to good use donating to the 
community.

In charge of the raffle, Mary Balboni, left and Celia
 Bushey, right, take a well-deserved breather at the sale.
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New Mexico Court Lights Candles for Membership

Court St. Elizabeth #2254 in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico held a lighted candle membership 

drive which yielded two renewals and three pro-
spective new members. Tables were decorated 
with lighted candles, CDA literature and re-
freshments. An informative CDA poster was on 
display. Refreshments were served by Catholic 
Daughters and Knights of Columbus. Addition-
ally, as it continues to shine its light for member-
ship, Court St. Elizabeth has become a perpetual 
member of the 1903 Society to help preserve the 
National Headquarters Building.

Left to right, Stella Lavadie, Knight Ernest Gonzales and Helen Whitfi ll.

New York Court
Members Reminisce
With Bishop 

Members of Court Stella Maris #822 in 
Freeport, New York attended a Night of 
Recollection at Our Holy Redeemer Church 
where the guest presider was Most Rev. 
Robert Guglialmone, Bishop of Charleston, 
South Carolina. Bishop Guglielmone was a 
former administrator of the court’s parish. 
Enjoying memories together are left to 
right Past Regent Theresa Duran, Regent 
Mary Lou Anglim, Bishop Guglielmone, 
New York Immediate Past State Regent 
Mary Impellizeri and Ann Jackson.

Mexican Court Takes The Cake

Working the cake booth recently at a church festival 
were members from Court San Judas Tadeo #2459 in 
Nuevo Laredo, Mexico: Lorena Buendia, Elma Landa, 
Betty Orozco, Rev. Salvador Rojas, Hilda Alvarez Del 
Castillo, Dora Martinez and Alcia Resendez, regent.
They had fun while supplying people with sweet treats.

News&Notes



South Dakota Court Celebrates National Catholic Daughters Day

Court St. Rita #916 
in Rapid City, South 
Dakota celebrated 
National Catholic 
Daughters Day 
on Sunday with 
9:00AM Mass and 
breakfast served by 
Knights of Colum-
bus. In the photo, 
members of Court 
St. Rita gather dur-
ing the celebration.

Wisconsin Court Holds First Meeting at Winery

Court Cuba City #4 in Cuba City, Wiscon-
sin held its first meeting of the year at 
Bauer Kearns Winery in Platteville. The 
evening began with a prayer service 
led by Deacon Bill Bussan. During the 
business meeting it was announced that 
the Father’s Day fund-raiser weekend 
allowed for a $200 donation to Habitat 
for Humanity. Afterwards, there was 
time to walk the grounds of the beautiful 
vineyard, shop and enjoy quiet time.

West Virginia Court Bakes
Pies for Charity

Court Martinsburg #392 in Martinsburg, 
West Virginia held its annual Apple Har-

vest fund-raiser last October. The team peeled 
apples, made the dough, baked and then sold 
339 apple pies, as well as sandwiches, drinks 
and snacks. The event raised $3,847 which was 
donated to several local churches, the Heartland 
Nursing Home and the local Rescue Mission in 
the community.

Marie Sowers, project director, Ruth Hill and Elaine Gerhard stand behind some of 
the homemade apple pies.
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Sharing Special Birthday 
Memories in Arizona

Members of Court Our Lady of the 
Desert #2164 in Mesa, Arizona 

celebrated the 100th birthday of charter 
member Irene Robinson with Mass and a 
reception held on her birthday last year.  A 
Catholic Daughter for 34 years, Irene lived 
in a retirement apartment where she played 
bridge weekly and was well-known for the 
wonderful stories she e-mailed.  Her sense 
of humor was evident in her favorite songs: 
“Mrs. Robinson” and “Good-Night, Irene.”  
Irene died on November 3, 2011, and court 
members are grateful for the memories of 
her birthday celebration.

Left to right, Mona Manibusen, vice regent, Judy Rimbley, treasurer, Linda Maguire, 
regent, Bertha Ritchie, financial secretary, Irene Robinson, Susan Moné state regent and 
charter member, and Elaine Hughes, recording secretary.

Minnesota Court Honors 
50-Year Members
Court Madonna #839 in Wilmont, Minnesota 
honored the court’s eleven 50-year members 
during CDA Sunday Mass on October 16, 2011.  
During Mass court members participated in the 
ministries and promoted Catholic Daughters at a 
communion reflection.  A linen tablecloth brunch 
was hosted after Mass.  Shown in the photo 
receiving a corsage and 50-year CDA pin are the 
newest 50-year members: Mary Weidert, Agnes 
Joens and LaVonne Slater.

Correction

In the “People” section of the 
Winter Issue of Share Page 31, 
lower right, the caption under 
the story “Minnesota Catholic 
Daughter Celebrates 97th 
Birthday” was incorrect. The 
state was twice listed as 
“Montana;” it should have been 
“Minnesota.” We regret the error.

People

Arkansas Court Names Catholic Daughter of the Year

Regent Barbara Lamb, left, of Court Queen of 
Peace #1809 in North Little Rock, Arkansas, 
presents the court’s Catholic Daughter of the 
Year Award for 2011 to Recording Secretary Judy 
Nwankwo-Hervey.  A long-time member of Court 
Queen of Peace, Judy has held many positions 
which included chairing the committee to carry 
cakes to the Fort Roots Veterans Hospital every 
fifth Sunday.  “We are proud of Judy,” Barbara 
said, “and all she does for our court.”



Nebraska Court Receives
New Members
Court Little Flower #988 in Columbus, Nebraska 
received eight new members on November 14, 
2011.  Mass was celebrated by Court Chaplain Rev. 
Tom Weisbecker.  In the photo standing left to right, 
Vice Regent Cathy Garbers, Stella Dush, Elaine 
DeMuth, Father Weisbecker, Diane Krings, Barb 
Boryca and Regent Lois Kuta.  Seated left to right 
are Carol Kouma, Jackie Ienn, Alice Becker and 
Mary Jean Korus.  Not pictured are new members 
Rose M. Braun, Janet Kudron and Doris Silva.

New York Court Receives Three New Members

Court Our Lady of Charity #2355 
in Flushing, New York received 

three new members during the court’s 
December meeting.  Court Chaplain 
Msgr. Edward Wetterer and several 
state and national officials were pres-
ent.  Court #2355 celebrated its 20th 
anniversary last year and is one of the 
Catholic Daughter courts that hold  
meetings in Spanish.

Left to right are Luz Maria Molano, regent; Nilda Tirado, vice regent; Angelita Chung, district deputy; Helene Shepard, national secretary-treasurer; Fran-
ces Cifuni, New York state treasurer; Msgr. Wetterer; new members Esperanza Quiroz, Lidia Sosa and Mileni Sosa; Angelica Morris, financial secretary 
and Maria Hernandez, recording secretary.

Texas Court Holds Successful
Membership Drive

Court Our Lady of the Bluebonnets # 2268 in Ennis, 
Texas celebrated National CDA week last year by 

promoting a fruitful membership drive that resulted in 
14 new members, bringing the court’s total to 172.  The 
drive concluded with a Mass on National CDA Day in-
cluding a corporate communion at St. John Nepomucene 
Catholic Church, officiated by Court Chaplain Rev. John 
Dick.  New Court members are Kim Brazier, Kari Dix-
on, Catharine Falkenback, Janet Graham, Maggie Holy, 
Sharon Hughes, Regina Jurik, Theresa Martinez, Lorane 
Marusak, Patty Miller, Victoria Nekuza, Rita Slovak, Pa-
tricia Spaniel and Dolores Vrana. 

Court officers who worked tirelessly on the membership drive are: 
left to right, Maureen Spaniel, vice-regent, Dolores McKibbin, finan-
cial secretary, Diane Sulak, recording secretary, Joyce Ellis, district 
deputy, Irene Vitovsky, treasurer and Mary Ann Trojacek, regent.
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All in the Family for North Dakota Court

Court St. Catherine #323 in Dickinson, North Dakota 
received six new members from one family, bringing the 

total members of that family to eight. Court member Joan 
Meyer – mother, mother-in-law and grandmother to three of 
the members – was proud to be present with her daughter Jackie 
Friedt at the new members reception.

Left to right, Duffy Meyer, Linda Meyer, Desiree Meyer, Joan Meyer, 
Jackie Friedt, Lexie Steiner, Caitlin Friedt, Anna Friedt 

and Court Chaplain Deacon Bob Stockert.

Texas Court Receives New Members

Court Daughters of St. Elizabeth of Hungary #2584 in Alice, Texas 
received new members at a recent meeting.  In addition to welcoming 
the new members, the court also celebrated Chaplain Monsignor Leonard 
Pivonka’s birthday.  In the photo are new members Michelle Garcia, Vilma 
Bernal, Marisa Gallegos, Monsignor Pivonka, Monica Garcia, Sue Lopez, 
Mary L. Gonzales and Karen Alfaro. 

People

Have You Moved? Is Your Mailing Label 
Incorrect? If so, please notify your court’s 
financial secretary and the CDA Nation-
al Headquarters. Send the mailing label 
showing your old address along with 
your new address to: Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas, 10 West 71st St., New 
York, N.Y. 10023

Name 
Address
City State          Zip 

Attach mailing label here.

DID YOU KNOW that the cost for every  
Share Magazine that

is returned to us due to an incorrect address is $.94 (.50 return postage due plus an
additonal .44 to find out what the correct address is)?  It is imperative that all changes of 
address are sent to us when they occur.  If you are a snowbird, perhaps you could ask 
your local post office to hold the Share magazine along with all your other periodical  
mail for your return.

This would save CDA more than $4,100.00 per year.
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BookCorner

Mother Teresa of Calcutta:  
A Personal Portrait
By Msgr. Leo Maasburg, translated by Michael J. Miller
(Ignatius Press, San Francisco, California, 2011)

Reviewed by Peggy Eastman

I nterest in Mother Teresa of Calcutta – the slight fi gure in a white sari and head 
scarf banded in blue – has if anything grown more intense since her death in 

1997. Thus a book with 50 new stories about her is a welcome addition to the 
mystique that has grown up around the saintly nun who dedicated her life to the 
poorest of the poor. Msgr. Maasburg, who traveled extensively with Mother Teresa 
during her later years, was in a unique position to tell these new stories to a waiting 
audience. Since 2005, he has been national director of the Pontifi cal Missionary 
Societies in Austria.

 “She was a forceful, shrewd, charismatic and humble personality who did not 
try to dominate but wanted to serve, and she was an innovative character whose 
greatest visible success was the fact that, through her works and example, so many 
young women throughout the world cheerfully joined the ranks of Jesus’ disciples and thereby found the meaning of their 
lives,” the author writes in his preface. Enlivened by color photos, this fascinating book provides a glimpse of Mother 
Teresa’s daily life, and shows her on travels to places such as Moscow and Armenia as well as working in Calcutta.

 I was particularly struck by the chapter titled “In the Evil Empire,” because I traveled to Russia shortly after the 
dissolution of the Soviet Union and because it points up something Mother Teresa stressed when I met her at the Basilica 
of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C., many years ago. At that time, she called 
Washington a place of great spiritual neediness. She knew well that the political power and material wealth that attract so 
many to this city will never fi ll the hungry soul. In this chapter in Msgr. Maasburg’s book, Mother Teresa journeys to the 
Communist Soviet Union – where religion was outlawed – with the blessing of Pope John Paul II. Mother Teresa wanted 
to establish her Sisters in Moscow, and so she brought a bag with several hundred miraculous medals to pray for this inten-
tion to the Blessed Mother (at that time carrying religious artifacts into the Soviet Union was completely forbidden). Msgr. 
Maasburg carried the bag, which he remembers as very heavy.

 Pope John Paul II was to consecrate Russia and the entire world to the Immaculate Heart of Mary on March 25, 1984, 
the Feast of the Annunciation. The pope had asked all Catholic bishops to perform this consecration in their own dioceses. 
But a question arose: who would do this in Russia itself, which had no Catholic bishop? The chapter relates how Mother Teresa 
and Msgr. Maasburg completed this secret consecration of Russia to Mary in the Church of the Annunciation in the Kremlin 
along with the visiting exiled Slovak bishop, Pavol Hnilica. In fact, they completed this consecration on the very day that Pope 
John Paul II consecrated Russia to Mary in St. Peter’s Square, Rome. Bishop Hnilica and Msgr. Maasburg celebrated Mass, 
using as a screen for the photocopied prayers of the Mass the Communist Party newspaper “Pravda.” 

 The story does not end there; Msgr. Maasburg purposely and prayerfully dropped one of the miraculous medals from 
Mother Teresa’s bag into a gap behind a sarcophagus of one of the tsars, only to hear a telltale “clink-clink-clink” as the metal hit 
the fl oor. “In a split second fi ve security guards were on the spot and began agitatedly looking for the cause of the unusual noise. 
Immediately I had to play the uninterested tourist, though my pulse was defi nitely racing,” writes the author. After Mikhail Gor-
bachev came to power in 1985 in Moscow, Mother Teresa did indeed see a miracle: the establishment of a house with four of her 
religious Sisters. This happy event followed the 1988 modifi cation of the law forbidding charitable organizations in the Soviet 
Union. She may have been humble, and she famously never let herself be drawn into politics, but Mother Teresa knew how to get 
God’s work done for Him. This book provides a personal glimpse of how she went about it.
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