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National Regent’s Message

AbouttheCover
This photo captures the sunrises and 
sunsets in people’s lives. Through all 
these life changes, God is ever-present.

Photo: istockphoto.com by Aleksandar Vrzalski

Mission Statement

Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas strives to embrace 

the principle of faith working 

through love in the promotion 

of justice, equality, and the 

advancement of human rights 

and human dignity for all.

Welcoming Sunrises and Sunsets
Dear Members and Friends,

 Recently I received a packet of files representing several options for the cover 
of this issue of Share magazine. While all of the images were beautiful in their own 
way, the choice was easy for me this time. 
 The photograph you see on the cover is a reflection of my current experi-
ences, in more ways than one. For example, you know from previous issues of 
Share that I’m fond of sharing details about my life in Florida with you readers. I 
live on a barrier island in the Gulf of Mexico, west of Tampa. The neighborhood 
in which I live is on the north end of this long narrow island that is two blocks 
across at the widest. 
 Three miles south, at the other end of the island, is a former fishing village 
called Pass-a-Grille. It is less developed, and the very tip of the island is an open 
beach, providing unobstructed views of the most amazing sunrises and sunsets like the one you see on the cover. On 
Easter Sunday, the local community church there holds an early morning service right on the sand -- a beautiful and 
awe-inspiring reminder of the glory of God’s creation and the chance at new life that He gives us. I think this month’s 
cover not only gives you a glimpse of the kind of environment in which I live, but it also captures that sense of spiritual 
renewal symbolized by the rising sun every morning.
 Yet, in looking at this cover photograph, it is not easy to determine, after all, if it is a sunrise or a sunset; is it 
the beginning of a new day or the end of the current one? This ambiguity is symbolic for me at this time, as well. 
This summer marks the end of a two-year cycle of CDA leadership, both at the local and national level. Yet we 
can think of the “changing of the guard” as a new beginning, as well – both a sunset and a sunrise at once. In your 
home courts, you recently elected new officers, bringing to an end the service of your former leadership. As their 
terms come to an end, we remember the good work they have done and are grateful for their contributions. At the 
same time, we look forward to growth and change that our new officers will bring. In seeing the “sunrise” in this 
situation, we can better accept the change and embrace the promises of success and the excitement of the unknown 
that comes with our new leadership. 
 Similar things are happening at the national level of our organization, as well. National Regent-Elect Anne 
Nelson will step into my shoes come mid–August, and another “sunrise” will take place: the start of a new two-year 
term for the national board. Again, I ask that you embrace this change and look forward with anticipation and joy 
to the start of a new era. We always appreciate your dedication and support but especially after elections, when the 
newly elected board takes office. 

National Regent Joanne Tomassi

Continued on page 6
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Living the Life God Has Created for Us

Dear Catholic Daughters, 

 “Among those born of women no one is greater than John” (Luke 7:28). These 
are the words which Jesus said about John the Baptist, whose feast we celebrate on 
June 24th each year. As a rule, the Church celebrates the feast of a saint once a year, 
on the anniversary of the saint’s death. In the case of John the Baptist we celebrate his 
death as well as his birth. John is the only saint after Christ whose birth we celebrate 
with a solemn feast. This is the Church’s way of saying with Jesus that “among those 
born of women no one is greater than John.” 

 The gospel story of the birth of John focuses on the naming ceremony. Why 
does the gospel show such an interest in the naming of the child? We tend to ask 
Juliet’s famous question to Romeo in Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, “What’s in a name? That which we call a rose, by 
any other name would smell as sweet.” But not everybody would agree with this view. In biblical times, and still today 
in many cultures, personal names function the way business names do, that is, they aim to convey what the bearer of the 
name stands for. When Simon shows that he could be relied on as a leader of the apostles, he gets the name “Rock.” When 
the sons of Zebedee, James and John, petition Jesus to call down lightning from heaven to burn up the inhabitants of a 
Samaritan village who do not welcome Jesus, they get a new name, “Sons of Thunder.” Names reveal an essential character 
or destiny of the bearer.

 The name John means “God is gracious.” His birth signals the beginning of a new era in God-human relationship, an 
era to be characterized by grace and not by law. God himself gave John that name and it was revealed to his father Zachary 
in a vision (Luke 1:13). That this name was given to the child already before his birth shows that God has a purpose and 
plan for the child. The words of Isaiah in the first reading apply equally to John: “The LORD called me before I was born; 
while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. … he formed me in the womb to be his servant” (Isaiah 49:1, 5). 

  In the birth of John we see that the existential philosopher Jean Paul Satre was wrong when he said that people come 
into the world without a purpose, and that it is by exercising their freedom that they create a purpose for their lives. In John 
we see that God already has a purpose for His children before they come into this world, and so the challenge of life is for 
them to discover this purpose and to be faithful to its demands.

 The purpose for which God created you may require that you walk to a different drumbeat than other people. For 
John it required that he live in the desert far from normal human contact and civilization. God’s purpose for his life dic-
tated even the minutest details of how John would dress and eat, since he had to dress in rough animal skin and eat the 
vegetarian food of locusts and wild honey. He adopted a lifestyle that would enhance his calling in life. He did not go for 
any unnecessary trappings that would weigh him down or encumber his life. 

 To discern what God is calling us to be we need to cultivate some sort of desert in our lives where we can listen to God. 
We need to make Samuel’s words to the Lord, “Speak, your servant is listening” (1 Samuel 3:10) part of our daily prayer. 
To be faithful to the call of God, we need the courage and discipline to keep away from any choice of association or lifestyle 
that does not help us along the path to which God has called us. John is great today not just because God called him to a 
special vocation but because he walked faithfully in the path that leads to the goal that God had set for him.

 The neighborhood in which John was born did not help him to realize his divine calling. In fact those around him 
wanted to prevent John from receiving his God-given name and identity. They wanted to give him his father’s name “Zach-
ary.” They objected to his being named John because “None of your relatives has this name” (Luke 1:61). For them what a 
child can be was determined by what his family and lineage had been. Their dream of a wonderful future for the child was 
limited by his family background. But God’s dream for us far exceeds anything that has been in our family background. 

Continued on page 6

National Chaplain’s Message

Rev. Edward Lamp





 As we prepare for these changes, which will begin at the 54th Biennial National Convention, I would like to thank those 
who have been of invaluable assistance to me as my term “sunsets.” I am so grateful for the very competent and effi cient staff 
in our New York offi ce. They keep me on track and assist in tying up all the loose ends. I am also very grateful for Conven-
tion Chairman Shirley Seyfried. Her attention to detail and systematic approach has been a godsend in the organization of 
the convention. Shirley has worked quite closely with the Nebraska convention committee to ensure that all attendees feel 
welcomed and have a great time.
 I hope to see many of you in Omaha and, in the meantime, wish you a beautiful summer fi lled with the wonder of 
God’s creation. 

   In Unity and Charity,

  Joanne Tomassi
  National Regent
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National Regent’s Message

Continued from page 1

Carey Landry was on target when he sang, “The dream I have today, my Lord, is only a shadow of your dreams for me.” Our life’s 
work, as Catholic Daughters, is to wake up and make God’s glorious dream for us a reality.

 As we celebrate the birth of John the Baptist and read the marvelous story of how he got his God-given name, let us ask our-
selves: If I am now to receive a new name, a name that represents my God-given identity and calling in life, what would that name 
be? If you do not know your God-given name, the name which represents all that God sent you into the world to be and to accom-
plish, then it is time to fi nd out by listening in prayer. This is because our greatness as children of God, like the greatness of John the 
Baptist, consists in discovering what God has created us to be and living out the demands of that call without compromise.

   Sincerely,
  Rev. Edward Lamp
   National Chaplain, CDA    
   Tampa, Florida

Continued from page 4

National Chaplain’s Message

  National Regent

National Chaplain’s Message

Correction

In the “Focus on Youth” section of the Spring Issue of Share, page 12, top 
left, in the caption under the story “Maryland Junior Court Very Active” the 
name Niya Proctor should be Niya Billingslea. We regret the error.



Congratulations
Class of 2012

THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA
Washington, D.C.
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Have No Fear

Have you ever been in a small boat when a storm came up? If so, you probably 
remember how the sky lowered and darkened, the wind came up in a fierce 

whoosh and the waves pounded the sides of the boat. The boat reacted to this assault 
with rocking, pitching and bucking like a water bronco. Suddenly that boat seemed 
very, very small indeed. 

 Something like that must have happened to the apostles when Jesus went up 
a mountain to pray by Himself. We know that Jesus was increasingly followed by 
crowds as His reputation for healing miracles grew and His message of love and 
forgiveness was eagerly received by soul-sick listeners. He must have often felt 
the need to be alone and pray to His Father, as He did this time. Not forgetting 
His disciples, he told them before He set out up the mountain to get in a boat, 
go ahead and meet Him on the opposite shore. Jesus was still praying when the 
cool of evening settled over the land. We know from Matthew 14: 22-33 what 
happened: the apostles in the boat were battered by strong waves, and the wind was against them – so they had to 
beat against it. They were making no headway. If you have ever sailed, you know what trying to beat against the wind 
is like; it is futile. Evening came, and the apostles knew night would soon fall like a dark and sinister curtain. They 
must have been terrified and in fear for their very lives. 

 Jesus, always mindful of the needs and feelings of His 12 chosen men, perceived their fear and came walking 
toward them on the water. But they, terrified, did not recognize Him; in their heightened state of fear with adrenalin 
pumping through their bodies they thought Him a ghost. Jesus quickly calmed them, saying, “Take heart, it is I; do 
not be afraid,” and they recognized Him. Stolid Peter, wanting to draw near his master for comfort, asked Jesus for a 
command to walk on water, and Jesus said, “Come.” 

 We know what happened. Peter was doing all right on the water while he focused on the Lord; but when he 
became aware of how strong the wind was and how it whipped up the waves, he cried, “Lord, save me!” Jesus im-
mediately did so by stretching out His hand to touch Peter. Poor Peter: once again Jesus rebuked him, saying, “You 
of little faith, why did you doubt?” We know that Jesus rebuked Peter, whom He dearly loved, to strengthen him for 
the years ahead when his master would not be there in bodily form, the years when Peter would have to become the 
rock of faith Jesus intended. Peter would have to learn to stand on his own two strong fisherman’s feet, conquer panic 
and help others to overcome their doubt and deepen their faith.

 How about us? There are so many things that can rock our earthly boats, even if we never physically set out on 
roiled water: terrorism, crime, money worries, mortgage uncertainty, job loss, illness, a serious accident, the death of 
a close loved one, the addiction of a friend or relative, an unwilling move to a strange place…the list sometimes grows 
very long. When we are rocked too hard by these earthly troubles, we need to stretch out our hand to Jesus and say, 
“Lord, save me!” Jesus cannot promise that we will never have storms in this life. Living in an occupied country and 
experiencing hostility from the authorities of His own faith – who continually sought to trip Him up – He knew well 
that this earthly life is full of trials and snares. Jesus cannot promise to take away the trials and snares of this broken 
world, but He can promise to take our hand and be there for us when we encounter them. 

 Is there any storm too strong for the Lord? Is there any wind too fierce for Him? Are there any waves too rough 
for Him to tame? No. 

 To doubt is human, but – just as Jesus commanded Peter to walk toward Him on the water, so He commands us 
to set aside our doubt and fear and trust that He is indeed God’s son and our Savior. And with God we know that all 
things are possible. 

From The Editor’s Desk

Share Editor Peggy Eastman



Spoiler alert. This story has a happy ending. Many 
children born with a cleft face a lifetime of  neglect 
simply because their families can’t afford 
the $250 repair. Scan the tag for a rare 
glimpse at a success story so moving, it is 
destined to inspire many more.

To help provide treatment for poor children with clefts, donate at 
smiletrain.org, 1-800-932-9541, or by returning this completed form.

Smile Train is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofi t recognized by the IRS, and all donations to Smile Train are tax-deductible 
in accordance with IRS regulations. © 2012 Smile Train.

�$250 Surgery   �$125 Half Surgery   �$50 Medications    �$

Mr./Mrs./Ms.                                                                        Zip
Address               City      State
Tel.     eMail
Credit card #        Expire
�Visa   �Mastercard   �AMEX   �Discover  Signature
�My check is enclosed
Smile Train
PO Box 96211
Washington, DC
20090-6210
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Connecticut Court Helps
Families At Easter

Members of Court St. Cecilia #735 
in Stratford, Connecticut made 20 

Easter baskets and 50 Easter candy bags 
for the families of the Thomas Merton 
House and the Stratford Sterling Com-
munity Center. The families were grateful 
and the court “bunnies” had a wonderful 
time filling the baskets with candy and 
little gifts for the children to enjoy.

Pictured with some of the baskets are, left to right, Lorraine Faiella, Lynn Alicandro, Kathleen Dolyak, Pat Rood, Regent 
Doris Berke, Carolyn Puchowicz, Gretchen Rich, Irene Kostzewski, Lois Burritt and Theresa Palmieri. Absent when the 

picture was taken were Amy Stavola, Annette Christian, Jennifer Schaefer, Mary Motl and Diana Maiden.
 

Maryland Court Supports
Soldiers Abroad 
Court Mother Seton #2119, in Linthicum, Maryland collected 
items for U.S. servicemen and women serving in Afghani-
stan. The court sent three boxes of gifts to the men and 
women stationed there. In the photo, seated front, left to 
right, are National Regent-Elect Anne Nelson and Regent 
Margaret Elliott. Second row, left to right, are court members 
Susan Stevenson, Maureen Endler, Kitty Vincent, Tracy 
Wolford, Betty Jo Cohen, Norma Zaruba and Lynn Clark. 
Back row, left to right, are court member Betty Keeley, Court 
Chaplain Deacon Bob Keeley, court member Betty Keeley, 
Cindy Huelsenbeck, Pat Harding, Marie Ochs, Sandy Pun-
cochar, Cheryl Roe, Treasurer Pat Vaise, Vice Regent Lenee 
Roszel, Financial Secretary Shirley Bailey and Recording 
Secretary Mary Scott.

Minnesota Court Supports Military
Stationed in the Middle East

Court St. Margaret #1888 in Eveleth, Minnesota collected items for U.S. 
military personnel stationed in the middle east region.  The court joined 

members of Resurrection parish in Eveleth to donate personal items, writing 
materials, books and magazines. Money was given as well to cover shipping 
costs. The items were sent to 12 servicemen and women as part of Operation 
Minnesota Nice.

Court members Carol Hilar, Anita McNulty and Rose Ann Chinn 
pack boxes of items for military personnel.
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Catholic Daughters Making a Difference.

Nebraska Court Participates 
in Stewardship Sunday

Parishes in Lincoln, Nebraska hold Stewardship Sunday 
for organizations to acquaint parish members with various 
stewardship opportunities. Court St Charles #472 in Lincoln, 
Nebraska had a booth during Stewardship Sunday and distrib-
uted information about the Catholic Daughters and the benefits 
of becoming a member. The court views this as a recruiting 
tool that will be used annually in all Lincoln parishes. At their 
booth during Stewardship Sunday are, left to right, Janet Miller, 
Regent Marvalee Richardson and Eileen Childerston.

Washington, D.C. Court Hosts
Birthday Party

For more than 20 years members of Court Our Lady of the 
Americas #2344 in Washington, D.C. have hosted a July 

birthday party for the residents of Sacred Heart Nursing Home 
in Hyattsville, Maryland. At the most recent party, everyone 
received a gift, with a special present for the birthday honorees. 
Music, songs and games were enjoyed by all. 

Left to right are Ann Butler, Regent Joan Tillery and resident Iris Weaver

 
Oregon Court Raises 

Money for Pro Life
Court Our Lady of the Valley #1974 

in Corvallis, Oregon raised more than 
$16,000 for Standupgirl.com, a pro life 

website for women with unexpected 
pregnancies. Catholic Daughters cooked, 

decorated the parish gym, and served 
150 people of all ages from four com-

munities who came to learn more about 
Standupgirl.com while enjoying dancing 
and family fun. Standupgirl.com, which 

was selected as an Oregon State Project, 
had more than two million visitors last 

year. In the photo, participants are seen 
enjoying themselves for a good cause.



 

Louisiana Court Announces
CDA Kid for 2012

Court Msgr. Van Der Putten #2029 in Marksville, Louisiana honored nine-
year old Blake Edwards as the court’s CDA Kid for 2012. Blake is in the 
fourth grade at Lafargue Elementary School. Last year he made his first 

communion at St. Joseph Roman Catholic Church in Marksville, where he 
worships and is a member of the church bell choir. His parents are Kyle and 

Mikki Edwards of Marksville.

 

Texas Juniors Bring Joy
to Nursing Home Residents

On Sunday, February 19, 2012, Junior Catholic 
Daughter Court #1604 in Shiner, Texas delivered 
more than 80 dozen cookies that juniors had baked 
earlier in the week to the Shiner Nursing Home in 
honor of National JCDA Day. Afterwards, the girls 
visited a local restaurant and enjoyed a pastry and 
drink. In the photo, the juniors are shown with two 
of the local residents.

Texas Juniors Rally for Life

Members from 10 JCDA Courts in 
Texas marched through downtown 

Austin at the 2012 Texas Rally for Life, 
in which 5,000 people participated. The 
march and rally ended at the Texas state 
capitol where Attorney General Greg Ab-
bott, Lt. Governor David Dewhurst and 
Senator John Cornyn spoke to the gather-
ing. The Juniors were accompanied by Tex-
as State Regent Carolyn Malik, Catholic 
Daughter members, district deputies and 
parents. Texas State Youth/JCDA Chair-
man Terri Beltran said, “My highlight of 
the rally was the reading from Governor 
Rick Perry’s greeting to the Junior Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas.”
  Juniors pause briefly during the Rally for Life in Austin.
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Y
ou have probably seen 
the blue-eyed baby with 
the wide-open look of 
wonder at the top right 

of the Sienna Phone advertise-
ment in Share. It’s an appealing 
ad for an unusual company: a 
pro-life, pro-family cell phone 
service that allows subscribers to 
donate part of the cost of their 
monthly plan to their favorite 
Catholic or pro-life charity. 

Share asked Sienna CEO 
David Condit what motivated him 
to start a pro-life phone service. “We wanted to create a business 
that shared our personal values,” David explains. “One way was to 
help Catholic and pro-life organizations without burdening their 
supporters fi nancially. This was 15 years ago, when almost every 
home in America had a phone, so starting a phone service was the 
logical choice.”
  “The world has changed since then,” Condit adds. “Now, 
102 percent of Americans have a mobile phone (this statistic is be-
cause some Americans have more than one phone).  But what will 
never change is the sacredness of life and of us working together to 
preserve it.  At Sienna we feel good as both Catholics and business 
people to offer our service to pro-life Catholics.”
 Condit lives his values in his personal life. He and his wife 
Monica have been married for more than 20 years and have eight 
children with child number nine arriving soon. Condit is one of 
eleven children and Monica is one of seven.
 Condit is proud that Sienna customers enjoy affordable, 
quality service on a nationwide digital network, do not need a 
contract, do not pay a termination fee, and are encouraged to 
support life. He explains that Sienna is in the midst of a service 
upgrade. “We are adding Smartphones for customers who want 

access to data (access to the Inter-
net, email and mobile applications) 
while on the go. Additionally, we 
are improving the value of our 
plans to allow for more usage (talk-
ing, messaging and data) at lower 
prices.”
 When asked what mo-
tivated Sienna to advertise in 
Share, Condit said, “We advertise 
with strong Catholic and pro-
life, pro-family organizations and 
publications that are faithful to 
Church teachings. The Catholic 

Daughters and Share have that fi delity. Our shared beliefs have 
made us proud to advertise in Share. We believe that Share
readers understand our message.”
 For more information about Sienna Phone Service, visit www.
prolifecatholic.com.”

*  *  *  *  *

Smile Train was voted to be one of the Catholic Daughters’ 
National Projects at the 2006 National Biennial Conven-
tion in Minnesota. This event had special meaning for Past 

National Director Lorayne Zimmerman, who wrote about it in 
the summer 2007 issue of Share. Lorayne explained in the article 
that when she was 14 her brother Alan Joseph was born with a 
cleft lip and palate. “Our family was lucky. We could get immedi-
ate help for Alan. There are many children in developing countries 
whose parents cannot afford these surgeries, and so they are often 
abandoned by their family,” she wrote.
 Lorayne noted that Smile Train is an international charity 
dedicated to helping children throughout the world who suf-
fer from cleft lip and palate but whose families cannot afford 
the surgery. Smile Train helps them get free medical treatment. 

A back story you may not know

Doing Good While Staying in Touch
By Tom Panas

In this issue we introduce a feature section about advertisers in Share. When you 

support our advertisers, you support Share. We begin with Sienna Phone Service 

and Smile Train (one of the Catholic Daughters’ National Projects). We want to be 

100 percent clear that we are not endorsing these over other Share advertisers. All 

of our Share advertisers merit your consideration and respect. 
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“This life-changing surgery is truly a modern-
day miracle,” Lorayne wrote. “It gives these 
children a new smile and a second chance at 
life.” It was Lorayne who got the ball rolling 
to have CDA court members contributing to 
Smile Train.
 You have likely seen Smile Train’s ad-
vertisements with children’s faces in Share. You 
have responded generously to Smile Train, 
which is why Smile Train continues to adver-
tise in your magazine. The person who arranges to place the ads 
in Share is Smile Train’s Direct Marketing Manager Shari Mason. 
Mason, who works at Smile Train’s headquarters at 41 Madison 
Avenue in New York City, has been with Smile Train for about 
seven years. 
 Mason was motivated to work for Smile Train because “I 
truly believed in the mission and was passionate about helping 
children. The fact that Smile Train was able to help a poor child 
in a developing country get his or her cleft repaired in as little as 
45 minutes and for as little as $250 really resonated with me. Not 
only was Smile Train changing these children’s faces it was also 
changing their fate.”
 Mason recalls a visit in 2009 to a Smile Train partner in Chi-
na that changed her life. “The fi rst patient I met was one-year old 
Jiang. His family’s story was heartbreaking. Jiang was from Gansu 
Province, more than 1,000 miles southwest of Beijing. Jiang’s moth-
er had given birth to two children with cleft lips, and out of fear and 
shame she abandoned both on the side of the road. The same fate 
awaited Jiang, but, fortunately, his mother’s neighbor learned that 
in partnership with Smile Train the hospital was providing cleft sur-

gery free of charge. Jiang and his mother made 
the long journey to the hospital and he was 
able to receive surgery. Without Smile Train, 
the ending to this story would have been tragi-
cally different,” noted Mason. 
 When asked why SmileTrain adver-
tises in Share magazine, Mason said “Catholic 
Daughters are known for their compassion 
and their commitment to charity. We felt that 
it would be a perfect fi t to introduce our cause 

to people who want to help children with clefts whose families are 
too poor to help them themselves.”
 “Share has been a great asset in our advertising mix,” she 
continued. “Since the beginning, Share donors have been very 
generous and have given many children the opportunity to receive 
free cleft repair surgery. These children now have the opportunity 
to go to school and make friends – opportunities that they would 
never have without the generosity of the Catholic Daughters.”
  When asked if she would like to say anything to Share 
readers, Mason said “On behalf of myself, our small staff at Smile 
Train, our 2,200+ partner surgeons around the world and espe-
cially all of the children with clefts – I would like to thank the 
Catholic Daughters for their unwavering support of our organiza-
tion. The selfl essness it takes to help a child you will never meet is 
the fuel that powers our little train and allows us to help so many 
children no one else will. This year, our goal is to help more than 
120,000 children and with the continued support of the Catholic 
Daughters we can make this goal a reality.” 
 For more information, visit the Smile Train website at: 
http://www.smiletrain.org.

Have You Moved? Is Your Mailing Label 
Incorrect? If so, please notify your court’s 
financial secretary and the CDA Nation-
al Headquarters. Send the mailing label 
showing your old address along with 
your new address to: Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas, 10 West 71st St., New 
York, N.Y. 10023

Name 
Address
City State          Zip 

Attach mailing label here.

DID YOU KNOW that the cost for every  
Share Magazine that

is returned to us due to an incorrect address is $.94 (.50 return postage due plus an
additonal .44 to find out what the correct address is)?  It is imperative that all changes of 
address are sent to us when they occur.  If you are a snowbird, perhaps you could ask 
your local post office to hold the Share magazine along with all your other periodical  
mail for your return.

This would save CDA more than $4,100.00 per year.
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 The Executive Committee, including National Regent 
Joanne Tomassi, National Regent-Elect Anne Nelson, First Vice 
National Regent Shirley Seyfried, Second Vice National Regent 
Letty Calvetti and National Secretary-Treasurer Helene Shepard, 
was in attendance. Court members from the Washington, D.C. 
area as well as Virginia were also present.
 The presenter was Dr. Helen Osman, director of commu-
nications of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB). She is the former editor of a diocesan newspaper in 
Austin, Texas. She is a wife, mother and grandmother who uses 
her skills to teach the world, inform the faithful and deliver the 
message through the media.
 The lecture topic was “A feather on the breath of God: 
Hildegard of Bingen: Words of wisdom for modern American 
Catholic Women.” Hildegard lived in the Middle Ages and was 
the tenth child in her family. As was the custom of the time, she 
was sent to live in a monastery in Bingen, Germany. During her 
life as a monastic, she founded a monastery for women. Her life 
was prayer-fi lled and Eucharist-centered. 
 Dr. Osman described how, as her faith matured, Hildegard 
began to have visions from God and was commissioned by God 
to write down and deliver His words to popes, kings, and bishops. 
The authenticity of these visions was often challenged and ignored. 
So, instructed by God, Hildegard began to write down these vi-
sions – and this was the beginning of her prolifi c writing. She lived 
in a time when the Church was challenged by what we currently 
call “secularism,” a Catholic-centered movement to a more worldly 
view of life. She told her confessor that God told her to write down 
her visions, and to take the writings to the hierarchy and call them 
back to their true call to be faith-fi lled witnesses to all people. She 
was doubted by many, but she persisted and became somewhat of a 
“reactionary for God,” calling all to a truer faith.
 Eventually, Dr. Osman said, Hildegard’s advice was ac-
cepted and followed by many in power, both cleric and lay. 

World leaders came to her for guidance. Often viewed as reac-
tionary because of her fervor, she remained true to the visions 
given to her by God. Throughout her life Hildegard maintained 
that through history woman would step forward to guide, en-
lighten and help in crucial times.
 In recent years, Hildegard’s writings (of which there 
were many), have been accepted, echoed and taught at insti-
tutes of higher learning. Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict 
XVI have quoted her in their various writings and talks. They 
have asked the world and the Church to look to Hildegard of 
Bingen as a guide on the many issues facing mankind today. 
Pope Benedict will declare Hildegard of Bingen a saint, “an 
instrument in the hands of God.” She spent her life giving all 
to the will of the Father.
 The lecture described how Hildegard placed her life in 
the hands of the Father and called herself “a feather on the breath 
of God” – to be used as He willed. Her life never wavered from 
the mission she was given and even in times of derision her faith 
and trust in her God was all-consuming. She gave all she had 
— her time, her talents, her faith and her life — to the Church 
that will soon recognize her as the gift from God the Father to 
the Church today.
 She is a woman of her times and of our times. She stepped 
forward and took to task any who did not live the gift of faith 
that was theirs. She is a saint for women of today for she did not 
let her voice be silent because she knew her source was holy. She 
corrected, admonished, and guided kings and common folk. She 
is a saint for the Church in these troubled times. Her life gives 
evidence that the Church does not conform to the world; rather, 
the Church converts the world.
 The Catholic Daughters of the Americas lecture held annu-
ally at The Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C. is 
a lasting monument to the commitment of the CDA to education 
and the faith.
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Annual CDA lecture features noted mystic

A Feather on the Breath of God:
Hildegard of Bingen
By Anne Nelson
National Regent-Elect

T he 34th Annual Catholic Daughters of the Americas Chair in Catholic Church 

History Lecture was held on April 22, 2012 at Hannan Hall on the campus of 

The Catholic University of America in Washington, DC. The day was overcast 

and dreary but the group that gathered was enthusiastic and eager. 
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 Now we, as members of the Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas, must let the Light of Christ shine for others to see and 
invite them to join the work of the CDA. Without new members 
who bring new ideas and vitality into our courts we will not be 
able to continue the 109-year legacy that has been handed down 
to us with loving hands from the women who embraced “Unity 
and Charity” as the motto of the CDA. Being renewed in Spirit 
we must take up the challenge to continue to build strong courts, 
ever increasing our membership – be it one or several at a time – in 
order to ensure that our charitable works will continue. 
 Membership is the life-blood of our organization. Have 
you gotten around to IT? Have you let your light shine? Have you
invited someone to join the Catholic Daughters of the Americas? 
 Congratulations and a big ‘hip hooray’ to all who worked to 
add new members and to retain their present members: great job. 
We are pleased to send congratulations to the courts, state, local and 
newly organized, who are slated to receive awards for their efforts 
over the past two years at the 54th Biennial National Convention 
this July. The names of the winners were to be announced at the 
convention and posted shortly after on the CDA web site.
 While working to strengthen our local courts we must not 
forget to travel into areas were there are no courts. Ask to speak 
with the pastor, plan a visit, set up an initial meeting, be pre-
pared to let your light shine for CDA membership. Remember 
that “With God all things are possible.” He gives us the spiritual 
strength to seek, fi nd and invite others to join in the works of the 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas.  We must believe to achieve. 
So, keep a positive attitude and shine on.

Spreading the light of Christ

Let Our Lights
Continue to
Shine for Membership
By Letty Calvetti
Second Vice National Regent; 
Membership Chairman

E arlier, during the Lenten season, 

we were asked to unite ourselves 

to the mystery of our Lord’s dying 

and rising to new life – to remind us of 

the new life to which we are called. Christ 

arose and is our light in our lives.

E T E R N A L   L I F E
PRESENTS

ThE chuRch  
TEAchES  FoRum 2012

July 20th and 21st, 2012
Vatican II ~  

50 Years and Forward:  
The New Evangelization 

 and Vocations 
To be held at the GALT houSE hoTEL  

in Louisville, KY.
Please call 1-800-843-4258 for hotel reservations.

Raymond Leo  
cardinal Burke

Prefect, Supreme Tribunal 
of the Apostolic Signatura, 
named as a new member 

of the College of Cardinals 
by Benedict XVI

Reverend  
Roger Arnsparger
Director, Diocesan  

Eucharistic Congress, 
Charlotte

Reverend  
Edmund mccaffrey

President of Eternal Life, 
Former Abbot Ordinary, 

Belmont Abbey

Bishop  
Fabian W. Bruskewitz
Bishop of the Diocese  

of Lincoln, Main  
Celebrant and Homilist,  
Saturday Morning Mass

Sr. Jane Dominic, o.P.
St. Cecilia Congregation 
of the Dominican Sisters  

Nashville, TN

Eternal Life
902 W. Stephen Foster Avenue  

Bardstown, KY 40004
1 800 842 2871 • wjsjmj@bardstowncable.net 

For more  
information or to 
order tickets for this 
event please contact 
Eternal Life.  
contact  
information below.
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 Today, we still plan to relax over the summer, but unfor-
tunately, despite our best efforts, summer ends up being just as 
hectic as any other season.   We have to take kids to vacation 
band, summer camp, and summer Bible school.  We carve out 
long weekends to travel or take the family on a two-week vacation 
and get home needing a vacation from our vacation.  Many courts 
take the months of July and August off in order to allow members 
to take those vacations and to enjoy time with their families and 
friends so that they will be ready to “hit the ground running” in 
the fall.  While all the barbeques, pool parties, and family reunions 
are wonderful, they don’t allow us much time to relax and to be re-
freshed, so we need to take matters into our own hands and make 
the time.   In September, we need to be refreshed both physically 
and spiritually if we are going to be fi t for service to others.
 Take advantage of retreats or days of recollection that are 
provided by your parish or diocese. Sign up for a Bible study or 
a summer theology class.  If you cannot attend a formal retreat, 
don’t give up; create a private one.  Choose a week and pick an 
hour each day to spend time with God.  Maybe you can choose 
an hour early in the morning before the day gets busy or an hour 
at night after everyone else is settled.  Choose a place in your 
home or maybe in your garden where you can set up a little table 
to hold your Bible, Rosary, and your favorite spiritual reading. 
You might also choose to light a candle, to play some sacred mu-
sic, or to have a notebook handy for journaling.  Tell your family 
that you love them, but they are not to bother you during your 
hour unless there is an emergency, and then turn your heart and 
mind to God.  
 Often our daily prayers are rushed because we are getting 
ready to run out the door, or we are exhausted and trying to pray 
before bed.  Now during your private retreat, you have time to talk 
to God about what you are excited about, about what is troubling 
you, about His will for your life.  Now you have time to worship, 
to adore, and to contemplate.  You also have the time to just sit 
and listen, and you have the time to intercede.  When you are 
lifting up the needs of your family and friends, please remember 
to intercede for the members of your court.  Pray that they, too, 
will be refreshed and renewed over the summer and that the Holy 

Spirit will help you set goals and guide your actions when you 
come together in the fall.
 There is an old expression in Latin that, when roughly 
translated, states, “You can’t give what you don’t have.” If we want 
to share God with others, we must know God.  If we want to love 
others as we are called to love, we need to experience God’s love.  
As women of service, we are used to putting the needs of others 
fi rst; this summer let’s all put God fi rst so that all that we do when 
we return will be for the honor and glory of God.

A time for spiritual restoration

Relax, Refresh and Renew 
By Olga Samaniego
National Director; Spiritual Enhancement Chairman

I hope this article finds you well and enjoying the “lazy, hazy, crazy days of 

summer.”  I remember summer as being such a peaceful time—everything 

moved at a much slower pace. Long, hot days were spent at the pool, and long, 

hot nights at the drive-in theater.
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 They are the women who believe that there is al-
ways room for improvement and that things can be done 
differently and better. They understand the need for peri-
odic change in order to stay alive. The leader with vision 
is able to see the present as it is, plan for the future and 
improve upon the present.
 “Keep your eyes on the stars and your feet on 
the ground.” These were the words of Franklin Roos-
evelt and they capture perfectly the essence of leader-
ship. Great leaders, although rooted in reality, have vi-
sion for their society. This vision leads the leaders, paints 
the targets, sparks the fi re within and draws the leader 
forward.
 When leaders have vision, it acts like a magnet 
– attracting, challenging and uniting people. They share 
a dream and also the direction that other people want to 
share and follow.
 Periodically, leaders must give their vision a “reality 
check” to ensure that the direction in which they are go-
ing is in the best interest of the society. It must clearly embody the 
purpose of the organization, drawing upon its history. It should 
also inspire enthusiasm and commitment among the members as 
well as meet the needs of others.
 In order to move from mere vision into reality and to bear 
fruit, the vision must be communicated to the members of the 
courts repeatedly and in various formats. There must also be a 
clear plan to achieve the goal. Members must feel that they are 
part of something bigger than themselves, a team, led by a pas-
sionate leader. “You can dream, create, design, and build the most 
wonderful place in the world, but it requires people to make the 
dream a reality,” said Walt Disney. Leaders make the impossible 
happen by letting their passion ignite a spark in others, and then 
they give others the boost they need to make it happen.
 The courts in which offi cers have no vision or leadership 
skills are doomed. They cannot grow and prosper because they 
don’t change and remain stuck in the old ways. “Where there is 
no vision the people perish: Proverbs 28:18.”  Dissatisfaction and 
discouragement among the members is not caused by the absence 
of things but by the absence of vision.  However, there is a deli-
cate balance that must be struck between maintaining traditions 
and necessary updating and change. As Robert Moses said, “Have 
no fear of change as such and, on the other hand, no liking for 

it merely for its own sake.” This insight can be accomplished 
through prayerful contemplation and open dialogue with mem-
bers, state and national offi cers.
 Where then does this vision begin? It begins with knowl-
edge – knowledge of the organization, its history, goals and pro-
cedures; knowledge of the members including their strengths, 
weaknesses and interests; and knowledge of one’s own abilities and 
strengths.
 It also begins with enthusiasm, which grows through shar-
ing ideas and projects at local, state and national workshops and 
conventions.  Interacting with other members is a sure way to 
generate new ideas and enthusiasm.
 Finally, vision comes through prayer. Opening oneself to 
God’s direction and praying for inspiration from the Holy Spirit 
is a way to receive new and exciting ideas. Having a daily dialogue 
with the Father and our Blessed Mother allows one to be receptive 
to new ideas and provides the wisdom to present them in a timely 
and positive manner.
 A leader has the vision and conviction that a dream can be 
achieved. She inspires the power and energy to get it done. Father 
Theodore Hesburgh has said, “The very essence of leadership is that 
you have to have vision. It’s got to be a vision you articulate clearly and 
forcefully on every occasion. You can’t blow an uncertain trumpet.”

Adapting to change with eyes on the goal

CDA Leaders as Visionaries 
By Helene Shepard
National Secretary-Treasurer; National Leadership Chairman

I n order to keep up and to remain relevant in a fluid and increasingly secular society, 

we need true CDA leaders who can adapt to change and yet retain sight of the goal.
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Rather than a legislative column this month, I am reprinting 
this article that explains in no uncertain terms why we Catholic 
women must stand with the Church in this defi ning moment of 
history. Yes, the U.S. Health and Human Services mandate is
an issue of religious freedom, but women also deserve to hear
the truth about contraception and abortion. 
—Margaret Sitte, National Legislative Chair

Pennsylvania State Rep. Babette Josephs, a Philadelphia
Democrat, recently attacked her pro life women colleagues in 
the state legislature for supporting a bill that would allow
women a chance to see an ultrasound of their unborn child 
before an abortion, calling them “men with breasts.” But who 
are the real “men with breasts?”  Dr. Rebecca Peck asks.

A
s one of those pro-life women Senator Babette Josephs 
disparages as “men with breasts,” I would like to point 
out that it is not people in the pro-life, pro-family 
movement who have made women like men. No, Sen. 

Josephs, it is the radical philoso-
phy that you and your pro-abor-
tion allies support that has had 
this gender-bending effect. From 
the sixties onward, women have 
been force-fed the birth control 
pill, told that they should leave 
the home, leave their babies with 
total strangers in daycare, and 
work as hard as men, all this so 
they may be “fully liberated.” As a 
physician who treats women who 
have bought into this myth for ex-
haustion and depression, I see the 
toll this fl awed view of femininity 
takes not only on women, but on 
their poor children as well.
 Who has made women 
like men? It is those on your side, 
starting with women like Marga-
ret Sanger who helped create the 
pill. By fl ooding a woman’s body with powerful, steroid-based 
drugs, the pill shuts down a woman’s natural reproductive sys-
tem and essentially turns women into sterile “play toys” for 
men. This, in turn, encourages unfettered sexual activity and 
has led to an epidemic of sexually transmitted diseases. The 
pill also has a number of harmful side effects, including blood 

clots, strokes and increased rates of cervical and breast cancer. 
 You speak of “men with breasts,” Babette, but what about 
the tens of thousands of “women without breasts?” These are 
women who have lost their breasts, literally, to cancers caused by 
oral contraceptives and abortions. 
 You want to know who has made women like men? 
Women like Health and Human Services head Kathleen Se-
belius who consider harmful treatments like contraception, 
sterilization and abortion to be “women’s preventative care.” 
Since when did preventing and killing babies become preven-
tative health care? 
 You want to know who has made women like men? Politi-
cians like former Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Senator 
Barbara Boxer (D-CA) who support Planned Parenthood with 
immoral legislation, and fund it with hundreds of millions of tax 
dollars. I’ve been to Planned Parenthood. Their counselors lie 
to women, telling them that the 12- and 16-week infants being 
aborted are merely “prehuman” tissue. 
 You and your pro-abortion allies all promise to make abor-
tion rare, but last year there were over 45 million recorded abor-
tions worldwide. I guess you were wrong about that, too. 

 What is so frighten-
ing about allowing a woman to 
see an ultrasound of her unborn 
child before an abortionist ends 
its life forever? What is it that 
you and your kind are so afraid 
of? Are you afraid because an 
ultrasound–unlike Planned Par-
enthood–won’t lie to women about 
what is happening inside their 
bodies? Are you afraid because 
an ultrasound can’t “spin” the 
situation a certain way? 
 Women deserve to see 
the truth with their own eyes, in-
controvertible evidence that they 
are carrying innocent children in 
their wombs. An ultrasound will 
help thousands of Pennsylvania 
women realize that they are al-
ready mothers—with breasts. 

This knowledge will empower them to do the right thing: to 
love and protect the babies growing within them. 

Dr. Rebecca Peck is a medical doctor and NFP (Natural Family Plan-
ning) instructor. This article is reprinted with permission from the 
Population Research Institute, http://pop.org

Women deserve to know the truth

Who are the Real ‘Men with Breasts?’
By Dr. Rebecca Peck

‘An ultrasound will

help thousands of

Pennsylvania women

realize that they are

already mothers – 

with breasts.’
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Louisiana Court Celebrates 90th Anniversary

Court Lady of the Lake #695 of Lake Charles, Louisiana, celebrated its 90th anni-
versary on Sunday, November 6, 2011. The celebration began with a Mass at the 

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception which members attended as a group followed 
by a banquet with Reverend Herbert May as guest speaker. Karen Fills chaired the event 
with Barbara Guillotte and Mary Alice Lauw as committee members. Member Mary Alice 
Lauw was named 2011 Catholic Daughter of the Year. 
 Past regents recognized were Marjorie Baca, Patsy Benoit, Verla Guidry, Barbara 
Guillotte, Rita Hudgins, Linda Juranka, Geri Landry, Marie Lupo and Marianne Richard. 
Members recognized for years of service were Mona Fuselier, Pam Snow and Vida Trahan, 
fi ve years; Barbara Guillotte, 15 years; Geneviere King, 20 years; Mary Crader, 25 years; 
Louise Bertrand, 30 years; Rita Hudgins, 40 years; Gail Fontenot and Marie Lupo, 45 
years; and Rena Reed, 55 years.
  Mary Alice Lauw, left, and Court Chaplain 
  Monsignor Jace Eskind.

New Jersey Court Celebrates 
95 Years 

Court Stella Maris #288 in Atlantic City, New 
Jersey celebrated its 95th anniversary with 

Mass at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church. New Jer-
sey State Chaplain Rev. Cosme de la Pena celebrat-
ed, assisted by Pastor Reverend Perry Cherubini and 
sponsored seminarian Peter Logue. Fourth Degree 
Knights of Columbus provided color guard for the 
processional. A luncheon followed.  
 Attending were Past National Regent/Past New 
Jersey State Regent Grace DiCairano, First Vice State 
Regent Dolores Berardicelli, Second Vice State Re-
gent Maria Rau, State Secretary Nancy Portland and 
State Treasurer Theresa Dieterich. Members of other 
New Jersey courts also joined in the celebration.

Members of Court Stella Maris, New Jersey state offi cers and members of other courts pause during the 95th anniversary celebration.

North Carolina Court Celebrates 60th Anniversary

Court Durham #1576 in Durham, North Carolina celebrated its 
60th anniversary on October 9, 2011. Mass was celebrated 

at the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church followed by a 
luncheon at Croasdaile Country Club at which charter member 

Mary Brogden was guest speaker. Regent Maureen Daughtry 
presided and read messages of congratulations from Court 
Chaplain Reverend Dan McLellan, National Regent Joanne 

Tomassi and other well wishers. North Carolina State Regent 
Sheila Storey, who is a member of Court Durham, along with 

First Vice State Regent Essie Walker, Second Vice State Regent 
Belinda Swager and State Secretary Bonnie Fox presented a 

proclamation to honor the anniversary.

Anniversaries



 Oregon Court Celebrates Centennial Anniversary

Court Columbia #151 in Astoria, Oregon, celebrated 100 years of Unity and Char-
ity on October 15, 2011. Mass was celebrated by Most Rev. John G. Vlazny, 

Archbishop of Portland and Reverend Ken Sampson, pastor of St. Mary Star of the Sea 
Parish. Parish Knights of Columbus provided the honor guard, escorted the officers 
and then joined the choir. Luncheon followed. Among those attending were National 
Director Janet Martineau, Oregon state officers, past parish priests and court members 
from throughout the state. 

Front row, left to right: Emma Johnson, Joann Carpenter, Alice Schmitz and Financial Secretary 
Beverly Scobia. Back row, left to right: Secretary Ann Farley, Regent Sylvia Betts, Archbishop Vlazny, 

Vice-Regent Bev Crosby and Reverend Ken Sampson, Pastor. 

Pennsylvania Court Celebrates 90th Anniversary

Court Our Lady #647 in Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania celebrated its 90th anniver-

sary on Saturday, August 13, 2011 with Mass 
at St. Francis of Assisi Church and a presenta-
tion to honor and acknowledge all deceased 
court members and those who were called by 
faith to share their time, talents and treasures 
in times of war and peace. A luncheon fol-
lowed with a program to congratulate and 
present members with award pins. 

Left to right, Anna Marie Pfiel, treasurer, Mildred Povich, vice regent, Margaret Novak, state regent, Carol Watson, regent, 
Reverend Anthony Francis Spilka, pastor, Letty M. Calvetti, second vice national regent, Shirley A. Hall, state secretary, 
Esperanza Bair, recording secretary and Gale Bala, financial secretary.
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Anniversaries

Pennsylvania Court 
Celebrates 98 Years
Court McKeesport #221 in McKeesport, Penn-
sylvania celebrated its 98th anniversary with 
Mass at St. Angela Merici Parish in White Oak. In 
the photo, from left to right, Financial Secretary 
Dolly Tauber, Recording Secretary Ruth Ann Link, 
Regent Bernadette Bonnet, con-celebrant Rev. 
Stephen Chervenak of St. Angela Merici parish, 
Pennsylvania State Regent Margaret P. Novak, 
con-celebrant Rev. Vincent Velas, pastor of St. 
Patrick Parish, Vice Regent Mary Jane Braben-
der, Teasurer Catherine Macey and Marlene 
Yurkovich, district deputy of West Newton.

Vermont Court Celebrates 80th Anniversary 

Court St. Monica #1181 in Barre,  
Vermont, celebrated its 80th anniver-

sary as the oldest court in Vermont. The 
autumn covered dish supper celebration at 
the parish hall was filled with members and 
guests, including Judy Smith, state regent, 
Doris Voyer, second vice state regent, Mary 
Johnson, state treasurer and members 
from Court St. Augustine and Court St. 
Veronica. Financial Secretary Jane Geider 
shared highlights of Court St Monica’s 
history from June 9, 1931 to the present. 
Court Chaplain Rev. Leo Bilodeau and 
Monsignor Mayo sang a duet.

Regent Pam DeGraff, left, with Court 
Chaplain Rev. Leopold Bilodeau.
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Virginia Court Celebrates
50th Anniversary

Court Queen of Peace #1872 in Arling-
ton, Virginia, celebrated its 50th An-

niversary on Catholic Daughters Sunday, 
October 16, 2011, with Holy Mass at St. 
Agnes Church celebrated by Reverend Lee 
Roos, pastor and concelebrated by Rev. John 
Morel, CICM, court chaplain. A dinner re-
ception followed.

Front row, left to right, Grace Wiesman, Helen Moorleghen, Christine Hyatt, state regent; Earlene Berard, charter member; Father Morel; Dorothy Hannon, 
vice regent; Margaret Conroy, charter member; Mary Alden, Helen Rackowski and Dorothy Fanucci. Back row, left to right, Eileen Haggerty, Margaret Kemp, 
Dorothy Staebler, financial secretary; Eileen Dumansky, state secretary; Vanny Marrero, acting recording secretary; Marina Martini, treasurer; Alexia MacClain, 
Aileen Onufrychuk, Teresa MacClain, Rita Sweeney and Constance Donnelly, regent. 

Court Kavanaugh in Virginia 
Celebrates 105 Years

Court Kavanaugh #54 in Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, celebrated its 105th anniversary 

on Catholic Daughters Sunday. The festivities 
began with Mass celebrated by Court Chap-
lain Reverend Robert Ruskamp with a greet-
ing to new members at Saint Mary’s Church. 
A reception followed at Overwood Restaurant 
in Old Town section of Alexandria attended 
by over 60 members and guests.

Front row, left to right: Recording Secretary Nancy Chicoski, Treasurer Mary Rushen, Judith Suthar, Holly Davis, Anne Graham, Avelina 
Bustamante, Geraldine McGowan, Regent Helen Lynch and Vice Regent Betty McAndrews. Middle row, left to right: Financial Secretary Debbie 

Weatherly, Kim Sackett, Ashleigh Bryant, Bruce Blankenship, Diane MacIntosh, Miriam Riedmiller, Erin Orlich, Anne Adams and Betsy Seipp. 
Back row, left to right: Megan Prah, Theresa Bakos, Susan Barra, Kathleen Blanchard, Reina Duval and Susan Gormley.

Puerto Rican Court Celebrates 
90th Anniversary
Court Santa Rosa de Lima #612 in Bayamon, Puerto Rico, 
celebrated its 90th year on August 27, 2011, with Mass fol-
lowed by a banquet at which all members were present. In 
the photo, left to right, are Past Regents Nymia Rivas, Ligia 
Sevillano, Carmen Lina Laureano, Illena Vela, current Regent 
Luz Patria Cruz, Past Regents Enid Colon Jimenez, Blanca 
Morales de Viejo and Elsa Pesquera.

Anniversaries



Arizona Court Holds Baby Shower For Pregnancy Care

Court Our Lady of the Lake #2213 in 
Lake Havasu City, Arizona held a re-

cent baby shower for the local Pregnancy 
Care Center. Among the items collected 
were diapers, receiving blankets, towel and 
wash cloth sets, crib quilts and several baby 
outfits of various sizes for boys and girls, plus 
numerous other essential items for babies. 
The items were delivered to the Lake Havasu 
Pregnancy Care Center, whose mission is to 
offer single and married teens and women 
hope, help, information and education be-
fore, during, and after pregnancy.

  Members of Court Our Lady of the Lake gather next to a table with the baby shower gifts
   collected for the Lake Havasu Pregnancy Care Center.

California Court Attends State Conference

Members of Court Holy Innocents #2446 in Victorville, California attended 
the Biennial California State Conference in Pleasanton, California. During 

the conference attendees learned about the Circle of Love programs, and Califor-
nia State Membership Chairman June Brown presented information on mem-
bership drives. Other programs were presented on leadership, legislation, youth, 
education, spiritual enhancement, national projects and quality of life. A retreat 
was conducted by State Chaplain Rev. Stephen Porter. 

Standing at the conference with 17 tied prayer blankets that were donated in memory 
of recently deceased State Regent Dorothy Parrillo are Anna Watson, Recording Secretary 
Shirley Kaufer, Sandy Guzy, Regent and State Membership Chairman June Brown and Youth/
Education Chairman Lisa Brown.
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Iowa Court Makes 
Layettes Annually

Every year Court St. Raphael #1156 in 
Maquoketa, Iowa has a tradition of mak-
ing layettes. Members brought in new 
items in November and Layette Chairman 
Arlene Shanahan divided the items into 
four layettes to be given to new mothers 
in need at local hospitals.



The Catholic Daughters of the Americas 25

Louisiana Court Nourishes 
Local University
Court Padre Pio #2141 in Cottonport, Louisiana 
prepared a delicious meal for the students and 
faculty at Louisiana State University Alexandria 
(LSUA). Rev. Blake Deshautelle, a chaplain at 
LSUA, celebrated Mass for the group prior to the 
meal. Seen at the LSUA Catholic Youth Center are, 
seated, left to right, Geneva Turner and Carolyn 
Gauthier; standing, left to right, are Melanie 
Gauthier, Carol Tassin, Kathy Lemoine, Ruth Du-
cote, Sylvia Armand, Kathleen Gauthier, Sharlene 
Riche and Kinta Moreau.

Nevada Court Holds Valentine Bake Sale to Help Parish

Court Our Lady of the Valley 
#2118 in Las Vegas, Nevada 

held a Valentine Bake Sale in the 
St. Viator Parish courtyard. At 
their monthly meeting court mem-
bers decided to share the proceeds 
from the sale with St. Viator Par-
ish to help pay down church debt. 
When the court surprised Pastor 
Rev. Richard Rinn with a check, 
he said the court “sure made my 
day very happy.”

Presenting the check to Father Rinn (center), are, left to right, Financial Secretary Mary Campbell, Vice 
Regent Sarah Larmore, Regent Leonie M. Frisbee and Treasurer Leslie Valpiani.

Texas Holds Multi-District  
Lenten Retreat

Amulti-district Lenten retreat with the theme 
“God’s Healing Power” was held on February 4, 

2012 at Holy Rosary Parish in Rosenberg. National 
Director and Texas State Retreat Chairman Olga Sa-
maniego gave an inspiring presentation. One-hun-
dred-and-seventy-one CDA members from 31 courts 
representing seven districts attended.  

District Deputies who helped sponsor the Lenten retreat on February 4, 2012 at Holy Rosary Parish in Rosenberg are from 
left to right, Pat Rega, District 45; Cynthia Grigar, District 28; Theresa Wagner, District 11; Rebecca Brown, District 35; Norma 
Locker, District 10; and Mavis Dugas, District 20. Not pictured is Christine Moore, District 37.

News&Notes



Washington Court Involved in Pro Life Activities

Court Queen of Angels #2576 in Lynnwood, 
Washington donated $1,000 to Next Step Preg-

nancy, a local pregnancy aid organization that offers 
free ultrasound (the ultrasound machine is supplied by 
local Knights of Columbus) and pregnancy tests, sec-
ond hand clothing for babies, toddlers and mothers, 
disposable diapers, formula and counseling services. 
The court also provides a bus annually to bring eighth 
grade students to the March for Life in Olympia, and 
every year members pray in the Forty Days for Life 
Campaign in front a local Planned Parenthood facil-
ity. The court also holds fund-raising bake sales, wine 
fests and 50’s dances. 

Court members standing in front of Next Step Pregnancy are front row, left to right, Mary Mullens, Anne 
Untermeyer, Carol Portolese, Marie Gavaghan and Regent Debbie Olson. Back row, left to right, are Tina 

Wolfe, Cindy Reed, Cathy Gibson, Judy Corwin, Sister Cabrini, Dorothea Jung and Caryl Nichols.

New Mexico Courts Holds Bake Sales for Charities

Court St. John on Paradise #2608 in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico raised 

more than $2800 through four bake sales 
held during the year which they donated 
to four charities: The Gabriel Project, 
which gives spiritual support and guid-
ance to young, unwed mothers through 
their pregnancies; New Day, a program 
that provides a safe place for youth 
ages 11-17 to live; the S.A.F.E. House 
New Mexico, which provides shelter for 
abused women and their children, and 
for abused men; and the Albuquerque 
Clothing Bank, which provides clothing 
for needy students.From left to right are Mary Papuyo, Regent Lucy Herrera, Kathy Marcelli, Lynn Mercado, Carolyn 

McMahon, Viola Livingston, Elythia McAnarney, Rosemary Rolfs, Beulah Aragon, Financial 
Secretary Jenny Montoya and Rev. John Daniel.

New Jersey Court Supports Madonna House 

At a recent meeting Court Holy Spirit #380 in Asbury Park, New Jersey held 
a baby shower for Madonna House and invited Madonna House Director 

and Founder Rebecca Blonski to speak. Forty-two items were collected, as 
well as financial donations. In the photo, left, is Rebecca Blonski holding 

one of the baby items and Regent Theresa Guigno.
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Texas Court Gives Many Awards at Annual Presentation

Court Annunciation #1962 in 
La Grange, Texas, hosted its an-

nual family dinner and 46th anniver-
sary celebration on Sunday, March 25. 
Thirteen local court scholarships were 
awarded, 29 local education contest 
winners were presented with certificates 
and monetary awards, membership pins 
were given to 11 25-year members and 
one 60-year member, 13 living charter 
members were recognized, religious ed-
ucation catechists were acknowledged, 
a $500 donation was presented to Sa-
cred Heart School Library in La Grange 
and the court’s Juniors were thanked for 
delivering 33 lunch plates to the home-
bound in their parish.

Court Annunciation scholarship recipients with CDA members are, seated, left to right, District Deputy Theresa Wagner, Regent Frances Guenther, 
scholarship recipients Brandi Hurst, Stephanie Sevin, Shelby Trlicek, Faith Kalmus, Kathryn Reierson, Kallie Kothmann, Micalyn McCourt, Scholar-

ship Committee Co-Chairs Elizabeth Kallus and Stacy Ryza. Standing, left to right, are Scholarship Committee members Peggy Supak, Sharon 
Belota, Theresa Wolff, Veronica Olivares Garza, scholarship recipients Justin Neiser, Mitchell Maxwell, Arlin Lee Keilers, William Haynes, Alexander 

Sims, Zachary Novak and scholarship committee members Rowena Belvill, Brenda Sedberger and Marilyn Freedman.

News&Notes

New York Court Holds Super Raffle

Court Joan of Arc #604 in Haverstraw, New York held a Super Bowl 
Raffle on February 5, 2012 that raised $600 with a basket of cheer, fruit 
basket, and gift certificate to a local store. In the photo, left to right, are 
Court Chaplain Monsignor Robert McCabe, Regent Catherine Kresback, 
Financial Secretary Olga Blizard, Treasurer Lucy Volpe, Vice-Regent 
Barbara Capria and Recording Secretary Eileen Peterson.

Washington Court Talks Turkey
About Helping Others

Court Madonna of the Valley #2556 in Spokane, Washington met at 
Rosauers Grocery Store last year to present Tom’s 11th annual Turkey 
Drive with a check for $200 to provide meals to area families. Present-
ing the check to Tom Sherry, local television meteorologist, are, left to 
right, Virginia McMulkin, treasurer, Patricia Schmidt, recording secretary, 
Arleen Spragg, Marie Sokol and Tom Sherry.



Six Sisters in Texas Court

Court Father Juan Zavala #2012 in 
Benavides, Texas is proud to have six 

sisters in the court. The six “Couling Girls” 
are very active. Dora Mae is regent, Emma is 
scrapbook committee chairperson and Eda 
assists with decorations for holiday meet-
ings. Pauline bakes her coconut cake for the 
Veteran’s Reception, Minnie prepares fruit 
salads for the church festival bake sales and 
Margarita bakes apple/cactus pies for the 
Turkey Dinner Annual Fund-raiser.

The six sisters, standing, left to right, are Minnie 
C. Carrillo, Margarita C. Hinojosa and Pauline C. 
Alaniz. Sitting, left to right, are Emma C. Martinez, 
Dora Mae Canales and Edna C. Pena.
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Idaho Installs New State Officers

Idaho state officers were installed at the 28th Biennial Idaho State 
Convention held at The Monastery of St. Gertrude at the Spirit Center 
in Cottonwood, Idaho. In the photo is Monsignor Andrew Schumacker, 
left; standing at front, left to right, are newly-installed officers Sharon 
Waldo, state secretary, Jacqueline Ringo, first vice state regent,
Mary Kay Russell, state regent, Therese Radford, second vice state 
regent and Lisa Brazington, state treasurer; far right, facing Monsignor
Schumacker, is National Director Arline Rich. 

Colorado Court Announces
Scholarship Recipients

Court St. Francis Xavier Cabrini #1544 in Leadville, 
Colorado awarded two $500 scholarships to local 

high school graduates. Ana Lizardo will attend Met-
ropolitan College in Denver to study criminology and 
criminal justice. Her dream is to make the world a safer 
place and help young people make good choices. Re-
becca Popovich is planning to become a certified horse 
trainer. She dreams of training horses to ride for leisure, 
sport and for therapy.

Scholarship recipients Anna Lizardo, left, and Rebecca Popovich 
during the Baccalaureate Brunch hosted by Court St. Frances 
Xavier Cabrini.



Milestone Birthdays

Evelyn Greene, a member of Court 
Trinity #241 in Peekskill, New York 
celebrated her 100th birthday on 
February 12, 2012. Evelyn has been 
a Catholic Daughter for 63 years.

Helen Ammannito of Court Our Lady of Fatima #1387 in 
Ontario, California will turn 99 this year. She has been a 
Catholic Daughter since 1945. In the photo, she is joined 
by her daughter Flora, also a Catholic Daughter.
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Texas Court Welcomes 12 New Members

Court Lady of the Desert #2236 in El Paso, Texas welcomed 12 new members. The Installation 
of the new members took place on December 3, 2011 at St. Raphael’s Parish before Mass 
was celebrated at 5:00 P.M. New members pictured, left to right, are Rose Gomez, Rosa Mc-
Donald, Barbara Blough, Martha Armendariz, Debbie Lopez, Patti Gonzalez, Teresa Gonzalez, 
Marcia Pickens, Lala Eiden and Lupe Casillas-Lowernberg. Absent when the picture was taken 
were Jo Ross and Liana Plummer.

People

Organ Donor            
Recipient Offers        
Book at Discount

The spring 2012 issue of Share 
(page 17) featured heart trans-

plant recipient Eleanor Ball’s book 
on organ donation, The Gift of Life: 
A Heart Transplant’s Remarkable Sto-
ry. The book was offered for sale for 
$12 plus $1.50 for shipping.
 Eleanor has decided to offer the 
book at a discount for Catholic 
Daughters; the discounted cost of 
each book is $10, which includes 
shipping. Contact her on ecb431@
localnet.com or write to her at 150 
River St., Keene, NH 03431. –Peggy 
Eastman, Share editor

Ruth Harvath, a member of Court 
Ashland #1245 in Ashland, Ohio, cel-
ebrated her 91st birthday on April 21, 
2012. Ruth joined the court at the age 
of 31 when her mother-in-law invited 
her to a court meeting.

“We must believe and bring our faith

 into reality and life by love.” 

— Mother Teresa of Calcutta



Massachusetts Catholic
Daughter Vested Into
Franciscan Fraternity

Barbara Maldero of Court Ansonia #781 in Bos-
ton, Massachusetts was vested into the noted 

Franciscan Fraternity with the honorary status “Fri-
ar of the Province of the Immaculate Conception.” 
Barbara was recommended for this prestigious 
award by Provincial Minister Rev. Primo Piscitelli, 
former pastor of St. Leonard’s parish, where Barba-
ra is a daily communicant, Eucharistic Minister and 
of constant service to the parish. She has also con-
tributed her time and talent to the Nazzaro Senior 
Center in Boston and was named the center’s 2010 
“Woman of the Year.” Barbara also collects pennies 
for “Pennies for the Unborn,” an annual project of 
the Massachusetts State Court that supports pro life 
activities for the Archdiocese of Boston.

Barbara Maldero is surrounded by welcoming clergy 
during her investiture.
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Louisiana Court Welcomes
New Members

At its monthly meeting in January, Court Assumption #1672 in 
Franklin, Louisiana welcomed nine new members at a covered dish 
social. In the photo, left to right, are new members Sandra Rogers, 
Corrie Uze, Barbara D. Gorman, Diane Chauvin and Dale Nash. Not 
present when the picture was taken were Trudy Bourgeois, Michele 
Chauvin, Bethany Kuhlman and Jenny Scelfo.

New Mexico Court Awards
Anniversary Pins

Court Our Lady of Fatima #1293 in Roswell, New Mexico honored 
dedicated members with anniversary pins at the court’s Epiphany party 
in January. In the photo, left to right, are Nina Vigil (5-year pin), Shirley 
Young (40-year pin), and Aurora Mares (5-year pin).
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Remembering Past National Regent Grace Rinaldi
By Tom Panas

G G
race Rinaldi died of pneumonia 
and congestive heart failure on 
Thursday, March 1, 2012 at the 
age of 95.

 She was in the Hospice Care rooms of 
Providence Little Company of Mary Hospi-
tal in Torrance, California. Grace’s daughter 
Patricia Edie said Grace “was alert until the 
end, participating in the decisions about her 
care and she died as she lived, a vibrant, au-
thentic woman.”
 I didn’t know Grace well, but whenev-
er I saw her at conventions and other Catholic 
Daughter events she always had a bright smile 
and exuded positive energy. Who can forget 
her presentation at the 53rd biennial conven-
tion in Buffalo two years ago when she poked 
fun at herself and all of us concerned about 
aging when she said, “The old grey mare, she 
ain’t what she used to be.” Later in her presentation she said 
something to the effect that, “This may be my last convention. 
I intend to make the most of it.” She did make the most of it, 
as she made the most of her life and her experience of being a 
Catholic Daughter.
 Grace was born in Lorain, Ohio, the second of four children. 
She later graduated from Kent State University in Kent, Ohio, with 
a major in Upper Elementary Education. She married her beloved 
husband “Archie” in 1940 and began building a family. During this 
period, she began her career as an educator, teaching in public and 
parochial schools in Kent. She also became a Catholic Daughter. 
When she moved to California she transferred to Court Ave Maria 
(which has since disbanded) and then joined Court Our Lady of 
Providence #1771 in Hawthorne, California.
 Among the many offi ces she held were California state regent, 
national director, third, second and fi rst vice national regent (third 
vice national regent no longer exists). She was national regent from 
1994-1998 (while national regents now serve two years, it was four 
years at the time.) While national regent she started National Leader-
ship Workshops, instituted the Circle of Love program and oversaw 
the creation of the fi rst “Tools of the Trade,” which is now on CD. 
She helped form an alliance with Habitat for Humanity and worked 
on the fi rst CDA Habitat for Humanity Build in Oklahoma City. 
Many more builds have followed.
 Past California State Regent Dolores Robertson Kaelin 
was treasurer when Grace was state regent and she remembers the 
“super great cannolis she made for her board which many were 
fortunate to enjoy.” Grace could be fi ery, fi guratively and literally, 

as attested to by Past National Regent Grace 
DiCairano. Grace DiCairano was national sec-
retary-treasurer and third vice national regent 
while Grace Rinaldi was national regent. She 
remembers that Grace Rinaldi’s hair accidently 
caught fi re when Grace DiCairano was being 
installed as national regent at the biennial na-
tional convention in Texas in 2002. “I heard a 
yell and turned around, and saw that Grace’s 
hair was burning!” Grace recalls. “Fortunately, 
it lasted only a moment and, thankfully Grace 
was all right. But it’s something you never for-
get!” Grace admired Grace Rinaldi. “She knew 
what she was doing. She was very experienced 
in spiritual matters because she was very active 
in her church.”
 National Regent Joanne Tomassi recalls 
that Grace “was a driving force in the lives of 
many people as well as within the Catholic 

Daughters. She believed in who we are and what we represent and 
was willing to give her all to CDA for many, many years. We will 
miss her greatly, especially during the times of our national con-
ventions which she rarely missed. We know she will be our special 
angel watching over us as we work for CDA.”
 National Director Emily Guilherme, who lives in Grace’s 
state of California, recalls that Grace was very precise. “Protocol 
and doing things exactly right were important to Grace,” Emily 
said. “She would frown upon us if we wore pants to a Catho-
lic Daughter event -- even if they were dress pants. We all grew 
to love her because we understood that she was concerned about 
what was correct and proper for the Catholic Daughters. Grace 
was a wonderful lady.”
 Grace loved youth and worked for many years with the ju-
niorette and junior programs. She was appointed National JCDA 
Chairman in 1984. She also received the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
award for her work with youth. During her lifetime, Grace met with 
notable people, including Pope John Paul II, Mother Teresa of Cal-
cutta and President George Bush. She was also a U.S. representa-
tive to the Non-Governmental Organizations Forum on Women 
in Beijing. “Grace was a strong lady and a joy to work with,” Past 
National Regent Rayola McLaughlin recalls. “She was ready to go 
that extra mile, always with a smile. She radiated God’s love.”
 Grace is survived by four children: Patricia Edie, Charles 
Rinaldi, Arthur “Fred” Rinaldi and Cathy Swart, along with eight 
grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. Grace is also survived 
by the many, many Catholic Daughters who thought of her as 
family, will cherish her memory and will miss her dearly.

Grace Rinaldi

In MemoriamIn Memoriam
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Great American Catholic Eulogies
Compiled and Introduced by Carol DeChant
(ACTA Publications, Chicago, Illinois, 2011)

Reviewed by Peggy Eastman

H ow many times have you heard an inspiring eulogy at a funeral and wished 
that you had a copy of it to save and keep? Author Carol DeChant set out to 

fi nd and preserve outstanding Catholic eulogies for posterity, and in the process 
has provided a broad picture window into American life. 

 This poignant book’s variety is astonishing; there are eulogies for famous 
people, members of religious orders and those who quietly went about doing 
God’s work. Legendary baseball player Babe Ruth is in here, as is President 
John F. Kennedy. So is that queen of simple household wisdom, Erma Bom-
beck. So is actress Patricia Neal, who suffered a stroke and went into a coma 
while pregnant with her fifth child. The book is also available on three CDs, 
each beginning with a brief introduction by a professional actor; the CDs are 
suitable for small-group use.

 I turned first to the eulogy for Franciscan Friar Mychal Judge, chaplain of 
the New York Fire Department (NYFD). You will remember that iconic photo of the dead Father Judge being carried 
by the firemen he was there to comfort out of the rubble in the aftermath of the terrorist attack on New York City 
on Sept. 11, 2001. Father Judge died while ministering to dying firemen, administering the Sacrament of the Sick 
and Last Rites. In the eulogy delivered for him just days later to people still in shock, fellow Franciscan Friar Michael 
Duffy remembers a peace-loving man whose purpose in life was to bring Jesus’ message of love and forgiveness to 
everyone.  “He was right where the action was, where he always wanted to be,” says Father Duffy. “We come to bury 
his heart but not his love. Never his love.” 

 Some of the most moving eulogies in the book were given for people long dead. I turned to the eulogy for St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton, delivered by Pope Paul VI on Sept. 14, 1975, the day of her canonization. I have always admired St. 
Elizabeth, who established the fi rst Catholic school and the fi rst religious community in America, both in Maryland. 
Born in 1774, St. Elizabeth was left a widow with fi ve young children when her husband died of tuberculosis. She was 
35 when she founded the Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph. In his eulogy for her, Pope Paul VI says, “A saint is a human 
creature fully formed to the will of God.” What a succinct and helpful defi nition of sainthood. The pope continues, 
“May the dynamism and authenticity of her life be an example in our day – and for generations to come – of what 
women can and must accomplish, in the fulfi llment of their role, for the good of humanity.”

 Less well known than St. Elizabeth Ann Seton is Mother Marianne Cope, who – like Father Damien – ministered 
to lepers in Hawaii. A Sister of St. Francis, Mother Marianne and her Sisters carried on the work of Father Damien on 
the island of Molokai (where lepers had been banished) after his death. Unlike Father Damien, Mother Marianne never 
contracted leprosy, and lived to age 80. The renowned Scottish poet Robert Louis Stevenson wrote Mother Marianne’s 
eulogy and presented it to her on a visit to Molokai in 1889; it was read upon her death in 1896. The poem, “To Mother 
Marianne,” states: “To see the infi nite pity of this place,/The mangled limb, the devastated face,/The innocent sufferer 
smiling at the rod—/A fool was tempted to deny his God./He sees, he shrinks. But if he gaze again,/Lo, beauty springing 
from the breast of pain!/He marks the sisters on the mournful shores/And even a fool is silent and adores.”

 This book of eulogies is very, very far from sorrowful; it is fi lled with the energy, life and light – and sometimes 
humor – of the people it celebrates. It is uplifting and a treat to read.
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