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NEED A REASON TO GET SIENNA’S
MOBILE PHONE SERVICE?

WE’LL GIVE YOU 10.

The Sienna Group is a trade name of  Cause Based Commerce, Inc. Cause Based Commerce, in its sole discretion, reserves the right to reject any particular beneficiary or charity.
Offer expires on March 30, 2012 and applies to new activations only. Offer not valid with other promotions. Services are subject to availability and require a credit check. Shipping and
Activation charges apply. Taxes and surcharges apply. Call to inquire about details. Visit our Web site for the latest phones and plans. ©2011 Cause Based Commerce, Inc. All rights reserved.

Sienna is Pro-Life and Pro-Family. Contrary to other phone companies, we 
actively work for a Culture of Life in America.

5% of your monthly plan price goes to your favorite Catholic or Pro-Life charity.
Over $1 million dollars have been sent since our founding in 1996.

We use the same Nationwide Digital Networks as the “big guys.”

FREE PHONE or $100 off a higher model phone (New activations only).

FREE with every plan (in the continental USA): Caller ID, Voicemail, Call Waiting
and 3-Way Calling. Plus, no Domestic Roaming or Long Distance charges!

No Contracts or Termination Fees.

Versatile phone selection and calling plans with Text Messaging and
Picture Messaging available.

No fee to change your plan as often as you like (Effective next full cycle).

Customer service based in the U.S.A., not overseas.

With Sienna, you'll be helping the Culture of Life in America and supporting a
Pro-Life company. With other phone companies, you'll be doing neither.

1.

FREE PHONEOR $100 OFFHIGHER MODEL.OFFER EXPIRES3/30/12.

CALL US TODAY TOLL-FREE

1-877-474-3662
OR VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.PROLIFECATHOLIC.COM

10 Reasons FREE PHONE 11-11.qxp  11/28/11  7:42 PM  Page 1
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AbouttheCover
Lauritzen Botanical Gardens, a favorite 
destination in Omaha, Nebraska,
will be showcased on a tour held during 
the upcoming Catholic Daughters’
convention in Omaha this July.

Photo: Omaha Convention &
Visitors Bureau

Mission Statement

Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas strives to embrace 

the principle of faith working 

through love in the promotion 

of justice, equality, and the 

advancement of human rights 

and human dignity for all.

Facing 2012 with Faith and Hope
Dear Members and Friends,

Oftentimes, as the calendar page turns from December to January, many 
people are filled with a sense of optimism and hope. The New Year seems to 
provide a fresh start, renewed opportunities for growth and transformation. 
But not everyone likes change – sometimes, it can be downright scary.

Though it was now 12 years ago, it seems like only yesterday when the 
newspapers were predicting the chaos that would accompany “Y2K” and the 
possible collapse of all computer systems. Many of us were in a panic. At that 
time, I worked in a bank, and was a first-hand witness to profound fear of 
change. We worked extended hours every night for the last two weeks of the 
year to accommodate the concerns of our customers, and our money supply 
was four times the usual amount.

Many customers came to the bank on December 31st demanding balance printouts so they would have writ-
ten proof of their assets “when the computers failed.” One customer went so far as to withdraw all of his money, 
in excess of $70,000 in cash, because he was so sure he would lose everything. In retrospect, we realize that all 
this worry was in vain – we entered into the 21st Century without a hitch.

Yet, as a society, we still haven’t recognized that all our anxiety about change is needless. For no matter how 
hard we plot and plan, ultimately our destiny is in God’s hands. Though it is sometimes hard to understand the 
ways of God – which we doubt and question – we must trust that He knows what is best for us, and that, one 
day, His perfect plan will be made clear. 

However, this is not always an easy task, especially when confronted with the apparent injustice of the 
world around us. In October of this past year, I had the privilege of visiting the World Trade Center Memorial, 
which commemorates one of the most tragic days in the history of our short new millennium. It is hard to de-
scribe the feeling as you enter the site. The visitors were very quiet and respectful, and the atmosphere was very 
somber. You could almost feel the spirits of the thousands of people who died on that day. The Freedom Tower 
– a beautiful tribute to those whose lives were lost on September 11 – is well underway, and has the biggest 
American flag I have ever seen hanging from the front of the building. We ended our visit with a walk through 
the temporary museum, where I was surprised to see a larger-than-life picture of CDA member Arlene Howard 

National Regent Joanne Tomassi

Continued on page 6
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Openly Showing Our Faith for Christ

Dear Catholic Daughters, 

My favorite celebration during the month of January is the celebration of 
the Solemnity of the Epiphany. The word Epiphany means manifestation or show-
ing. The celebration of the Epiphany is the celebration that God’s plan for salva-
tion is revealed and offered to all people. We are included. We are part of the 
wonder of the Incarnation. Christ came for us all today, not just for a small group 
of people who lived many years ago in a faraway land. Each Catholic Daughter 
is called to participate in the Epiphany. How? By being showoffs.

Usually we are told that we shouldn’t be showoffs. When we were young 
and flaunted some skill or knowledge that we had, others would say to us, “Stop 
showing off.” But the Epiphany, the showing of the Lord, is telling us that when it comes to our Christianity, to our 
Catholicism, we should be showoffs. We need to show off our faith. Christianity, Catholicism, was never meant to 
be hidden. Jesus Christ was displayed before the world at His birth, during His baptism and through His public life, 
beginning with the wedding feast of Cana.

As Catholic Daughters you need to show His presence to others in the very way you live your lives. There was an 
old saying that contains quite a bit of truth: “If we were ever brought to trial for being a Christian, would there be 
enough evidence to convict us?” That doesn’t mean that we should be standing on boxes preaching on the corner. No, 
but we should be living in such a way that our faith burns through every aspect of our lives. I believe that Catholic 
Daughters are called to be epiphanies of Jesus Christ through their lives.

As Catholic Daughters you are called to live in such a way that your Christianity shines through every aspect 
of your lives. We come before the Lord to worship Him in Word and Eucharist. We continue our prayer life in the 
little church that is our home. We value our union with Christ and avoid anything which would diminish or destroy 
this union. We serve the Lord’s presence in others, and reach out to those who have needs by working in the various 
ministries of our courts, such as pregnancy centers, food pantries, and religious education, to mention just a few. You 
serve the Lord’s presence in others by joining the ministries of your communities, like cold night shelters and food 
banks, and so many more that the Catholic Daughters are active in. You reach out not just to be humanists, but to be 
Christians, to be Catholic Daughters. You care for others not as an add-on to your lives, but as a fundamental need 
of your Christianity. You are epiphanies of Jesus Christ for others.

What are the things that I do, that you do, which would cause others to say, “He or she is a Christian. He or she 
is a Catholic?” What more can we do? These are questions we should be asking ourselves as we begin a new year. Our 
Christianity was not given to us to be kept hidden. Our faith is a gift we are entrusted with for others. Actually, there 
is no such thing as a secret Christian. Christ was manifested to all people. There is no secret involved. We should be 
showoffs for the Lord.

The prophet Isaiah predicts a time when the glory of God will shine upon His people. The rest of the world 
would be in darkness, but God, out of His love, would bring light through His chosen people. The Jews might have 
been an insignificant small band of people in the vast Babylonian, Persian, Greek and Roman empires, but they were 
the keepers of the great promise. They embraced this promise. They refined it and protected it in faith until they were 
formed and cultivated by God to be the people of the Messiah.

Now the promise must be made public. The promised One has come. He calls us to illuminate the darkness of our 
world with His light. We do not have to be part of the darkness of the world. In fact, we are called to be different, to be 
holy, and to be people of light who celebrate the Light of the world. It is this very difference, this determination to live 
for God that overflows from the depths of our being upon every aspect of our lives and enlightens others.

Continued on page 6

National Chaplain’s Message

Rev. Edward Lamp



MOTHER TERESA OF CALCUTTA:
A PERSONAL PORTRAIT
50 Inspiring Stories Never Before Told
Msgr. Leo Maasburg

Mother Teresa’s life sounds like a legend. The Albanian girl entered 
an Irish order to go to India as a missionary and became an 

“angel of the poor” for countless people. She was greatly revered by 
Christians as well as Muslims, Hindus and unbelievers as she brought 
the message of Christian love for one’s neighbor from the slums of 
Calcutta to the whole world.

Msgr. Leo Maasburg was there as her close companion for many 
years, traveling with her throughout the world, and he witnessed count-
less miracles and incredible little-known occurrences. In this personal 
portrait of the beloved nun, he presents fi fty amazing stories about her 
that most people have never heard, wonderful and delightful stories 
about miracles, small and great, that he was privileged to experience at 
Mother Teresa’s side. Stories of how, without a penny to her name, she 
started an orphanage in Spain and at the same time saved a declining 
railroad company from ruin, and so many more.

They all tell of her limitless trust in God’s love, of the way the power 
of faith can move mountains, and of hope that can never die. These 
stories reveal a humorous, gifted, wise and arresting woman who has 
a message of real hope for our time. It’s the life story of one of the most 
important women of the 20th century as it has never been told before. 
Illustrated with photos.

MOTHT-H . . . 236 pp, Illustrated, Sewn Hardcover, $22.95

“Mother Teresa’s daily life, as described by 
Monsignor Maasburg, can be put in two 

powerful words: holy daring.”
ALICE VON HILDEBRAND

Author, The Privilege of Being a Woman

Images from the book:

Other Books about Mother Teresa from Ignatius Press

MOTHER TERESA OF CALCUTTA IS ALSO AVAILABLE AS AN E-BOOK ON WWW.IGNATIUS.COM

LOVE: A FRUIT ALWAYS IN SEASON
Edited by Dorothy Hunt
These daily meditations of Mother Teresa have been arranged according to various themes of the 
spiritual life so that the book can serve a dual purpose for daily meditations and prayer.

LFAS-P . . . 260 pp, Sewn Softcover, $14.95

WORKS OF LOVE ARE WORKS OF PEACE
Photos by Michael Collopy
This large coffee-table book presents a photographic journal of the work and prayer of the 
Missionaries of Charity. This “illustrated prayer book” includes 187 original photos and private 
prayers and spiritual counsel of Mother Teresa. WLA-H . . . 224 pp, Sewn Hardcover, $34.95

www.ignatius.com
P. O .  B O X  1 3 3 9 ,  F T.  C O L L I N S ,  C O  8 0 5 2 2
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National Regent’s Message

and her grandsons, Christopher and Robert Howard. Arlene’s son George, a Port Authority police officer, was 
enjoying a day off when the first plane hit the towers. He immediately headed for the site, where he later died 
on that fateful day. When President Bush visited Ground Zero, Arlene presented him with her son’s silver shield 
so he would “never forget.”

 Though Arlene’s burden must be incredibly hard to bear, her faith has helped her through this past decade, 
as has the support of her CDA family – many members of whom also have shared a similar experience. This past 
year, the Fall issue of Share magazine was expanded from 32 pages to 44 pages to accommodate the many stories 
that we received from around the country. One of the most impressive articles, in my opinion, was the story 
written by Peggy O’Brien and Mary Impellizeri from our national offi ce, both of whom were working within 10 
miles of the World Trade Center on that infamous day.

 No matter where we were 10 years ago, we all likely bore witness to the horrors of the attacks on our 
country, and have had to deal with the difficult changes that arose in its wake. Whether our sorrows and fears 
are related to the future of our country, the safety of our families, or the health of our own lives, we can offer 
our concerns up to our loving Father, Whose peace can deliver us from any anxiety we may encounter in the 
months ahead. My wish for us all is that, as we move forward into this New Year, we may be blessed with the 
strength of faith to trust in the Lord, and continue His good works through our involvement with the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas.

 As Catholic Daughters, we must continue to share Christ’s message of faith, hope, and love with others, and 
invite them into our organization. It is through the strength of the new members and the wisdom of the current 
members that we can fulfi ll our purpose as agents of God’s peace and good works in 2012.

  In Unity and Charity,

  Joanne Tomassi
National Regent

Continued from page 1

  National Regent

 Jesus Christ is not our secret. The message of Epiphany is that God’s plan, Christ’s coming, is a public event. 
We have been formed into a people shaped by the revelation of the Lord to become an epiphany of His presence 
in the world. We are the wise men from the East. We are those to whom God has revealed Himself. We are the 
inheritors of the great promise made to the people of Israel. Now we are called to reveal this promise to the world. 
The promise is this: God is with His people. “His light is strong. His love is near. May he draw us beyond the limits 
that this world imposes to the life where His Spirit makes all life complete.” May each Catholic Daughter have the 
courage to be a showoff for Christ this new year.

Sincerely,
Rev. Edward Lamp
National Chaplain, CDA 
Tampa, Florida

Continued from page 4

National Chaplain’s Message



Free cleft surgery which takes
as little as 45 minutes and costs
as little as $250, can give
desperate children not just a
new smile — but a new life.

“...one of the most 
productive charities — 

dollar for deed — in the world.”
—The New York Times

Donate online: www.smiletrain.org or call: 1-800-932-9541

Z12011042ZFYY37

According to the U.S. Government, women should take sufficient levels of folic acid (400 micrograms/day) during pregnancy to help prevent neural tube defects and reduce the risk for
cleft lip and palate. When folic acid is taken one month before conception and throughout the first trimester, it has been proven to reduce the risk for neural tube defects by 50 to 70
percent. Be sure to receive proper prenatal care, quit smoking and drinking alcohol and follow your health care provider’s guidelines for foods to avoid during pregnancy. Foods to avoid
may include raw or undercooked seafood, beef, pork or poultry; delicatessen meats; fish that contain high levels of mercury; smoked seafood; fish exposed to industrial pollutants; raw
shellfish or eggs; soft cheeses; unpasteurized milk; pâté; caffeine; and unwashed vegetables. For more information, visit www.SmileTrain.org. Smile Train is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit recognized
by the IRS, and all donations to Smile Train are tax-deductible in accordance with IRS regulations. © 2012 Smile Train.

He will never receive surgery unless someone helps him.

YOU
CAN BE THAT 
SOMEONE.
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Focusing on the Scriptures

The period between Christmas and the beginning of Lent can seem a bit barren, for 
we are missing our Christmas decorations and our crèches, and we have not yet 

started preparing for Easter. Somehow our homes look a little barer, and – if we live in a 
northerly climate – the buds and bulbs of spring seem very far off. 

Blown sleet pings on the window panes, as if to remind us of winter’s sting. 
Tree branches stretch their leafless limbs to the sky, as if to warm themselves by 
the weak light of a winter sun. The snow shovel stands at the ready on the front 
stoop. Nature’s predominant hues are pale browns and grays; a bright sun shining 
in an azure sky is rare.

I like this time of year. Yes, it lacks the anticipatory joy of preparing for 
Christ’s birth, and I miss the familiar carols, my girlhood stocking hung from 
the mantel, the pinecone wreath on the door and my carved Philippine crèche 
figures. But I like this time because it allow us to draw inward and seek Christ in 
quiet spaces at home.

Those of us fortunate enough to live in warm homes can spend more time in Scripture reading and in prayer, 
sitting in a comfortable chair by lamplight as darkness draws down its curtain on the outer world. What a privilege 
it is to be able to pull a fleece lap throw over our knees and read our Bibles with fewer distractions. 

During these quieter months I like to pursue lectio divina (“divine reading”), an ancient practice dating back to 
the early Christians. In lectio divina the reader reads a few Bible verses and then pauses to reflect on what nuggets are 
contained within them. She may then offer a prayer inspired by the verses.

As I practice lectio divina I let a particular image or phrase come into my mind. Then I think about my response 
to that Scriptural passage, and what prayer it suggests to me. For example, when I read psalm 23, I picture Jesus 
taking me by the hand and leading me into a verdant meadow valley with lush grass and wildflowers growing by a 
meandering brook. Sun shafts light the running water of the brook. When a storm cloud passes over the sun, darken-
ing the valley, I shiver in fear. But then I feel my hand still firmly clasped in the hand of Jesus – who continues to lead 
me gently forward. 

My prayer to Him – inspired by the 23rd psalm – is one of profound gratitude: “Thank You, Jesus, for being my 
good shepherd in the sunlight and in the shadows, and for always taking my hand and walking beside me wherever I 
go. Thank You for taking away my fear.” 

During this quieter time between Christmas and Lent, I also pray intentionally for those known to me who 
need prayers (I keep a list), picturing their faces in my mind as I do so. I pray for: a friend who has been diligently 
searching for a job for two years without success; an older relative who has many health problems and is plagued by 
anxiety; several women friends who have lost their husbands; a friend who has Lou Gehrig’s disease (a neurodegenera-
tive disorder); another friend who has adult leukemia; a friend with kidney problems; and a friend who is recovering 
from a bad fall.

I keep a plastic bag full of get-well cards on hand, and I take some time to send them to people who are strug-
gling with health problems. I specifically look for cards that have a spiritual appearance. Isn’t it a boon that some card 
racks in supermarkets and pharmacies group their cards by category and have a religious section? I usually don’t say 
a lot on the card, but I always say, “I am thinking of you and praying for you.” Sometimes I enclose one of my own 
poems. I can only hope that someone who is struggling every day with the burden of illness might appreciate a card 
with a caring message. I know I would.

During these shorter days of winter, life seems simpler. What is essential seems to be clearer. What a blessing it is 
to know that we can focus more intently on the one true essential in life: spending time with Jesus, the good shepherd 
who is always stretching out His hand to guide us, wherever our lives may take us.

From The Editor’s Desk
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Louisiana Courts Support Diocesan National Meeting

Catholic Daughters from seven courts within the Di-
ocese of Alexandria provided hospitality and served 

as guides for the weeklong Federation of Diocesan Li-
turgical Commissions National Meeting in Alexandria. 
The topic of the meeting was the Third Edition of the 
Roman Missal. Participating courts were St. Anthony 
#968 in Bunkie; Regina Pacis #1372 in Natchitoches; 
Notre Dame #1452 in Alexandria; Bishop Desmond 
#1459 in Alexandria; Msgr. Van Der Putten #2029 in 
Marksville; Bishop Greco #2072 in Pinesville; and Padre 
Pio #2141 in Cottonport.

Members of Louisiana courts in their white aprons show their welcoming smiles.

Illinois Court Remembers 9/11

Members of Court West Chicago #432 in West Chi-
cago, Illinois, gathered together on September 11, 

2011, for an observance ceremony in memory of those 
who lost their lives on that day. The event was held out-
doors at Reed Keppler Park in West Chicago. Participating 
Catholic Daughter members proudly wore their recently 
purchased red shirts printed with the words “In Prayer-
ful Remembrance of September 11, 2001.” Court #432 
continues to pray for all U.S. military men and women, 
and for peace.

Left to right, are Sylvia Mosier, regent, Trini Cantu, Illinois state regent, Eleanor 
Parsons, Alice Tinnes and Patricia Scheckel, treasurer.

Maryland Court Holds Purse Auction For Those In Need

Court Oakland #2209 in Oakland, Maryland, held its first-
ever purse auction. New or gently-used purses were collected 

from the parish community of St. Peter’s, displayed attractively in 
the parish hall and opened up to a silent auction. The purse auc-
tion was held to benefit the House of Hope, which helps individu-
als requiring food, shelter, assistance with utility bills and medical 
needs. Ecumenical and non-denominational, House of Hope relies 
solely on donations to provide aid to those in crisis. Sister Mary 
Ann Mazza, RSM, and Sister Joanna Sinko, RSM, administer the 
House of Hope with the assistance of faithful volunteers.

Sister Joanna Sinko, RSM, with purses.
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Catholic Daughters Making a Difference.

New York Court Remembers 9/11 Victims in a Special Way

On September 18, 2001 a small group of residents in Free-
port, Long Island, New York, decided to light candles on 

a traffic circle near a local firehouse in remembrance of those 
lost on September 11, 2001.  Over the years, a lean-to was 
erected and the candles turned into lanterns. Neighbors and 
family members of victims began to leave notes, poems, photos 
and mementos.  A dedicated group of local families took turns 
lighting these lanterns every night afterwards —regardless of 
the weather. Mary Lou Anglim, Regent of Court Stella Maris 
#822 in Freeport, and her family were among these volunteers.  
Many members of Court Stella Maris have also pitched in to 
help with the lighting of and/or donating candles and attend-
ing the memorial service held each year on September 11.  This 
year, they attended in their new CDA red 9/11 memorial shirts 
and were proud to witness their own regent being honored, 
thanked and presented with plaques, along with the other can-
dle-lighting families. 

Left to right are Editor of “The Rising Dawn” (New York State newsletter) and Past Regent Theresa Duran, Regent Mary Lou Anglim,
Fran Tarantino, Ann Jackson, Treasurer Adele Dzienius, Past Regents Cathy Pomerico and Cathy Cavanagh.

Lifesaver Awareness Drive in South Dakota Benefits Abuse Victims

Court Our Lady of Fatima #1518, in Orient-Polo, South 
Dakota, collected $1,157.25 from its 2011 “Lifesaver for 

Abuse Awareness Drive.” Court members attended five week-
end Masses in four neighboring parishes with a presentation 
on abuse awareness and the South Dakota Catholic Daugh-
ters’ Lifesaver for Abuse Awareness project. They distributed 
handouts with basic abuse statistics, a list of statewide abuse 
shelter recipients of lifesaver drive donations, a Holy Card of 
Our Lady of Fatima with the Fatima prayer and a brief re-
sumé of the court’s projects and activities. By having advance 
announcements in parish bulletins and local papers for three 
weeks, everyone came prepared and eager to support the 
Drive. The court’s 40 percent of donations were given to the 
“Helping Hands” store in Miller which collects and provides 
clothing, food and household items for the needy, including 
abuse victims, and to the Redfield Abuse Shelter.

Left to right, are Financial Secretary Cheryl Schaefers, Court Chaplain and “Helping Hands” Director Rev. Chester Murtha, Regent Marietta 
Wieseler presenting check to Jessica Ortmeier and her mother, Gina Ortmeier, owners of ”Helping Hands,” and Treasurer JoAnn Schaefers.   

Correction    In the fall issue of Share, “Anniversaries” section, page 32, “New Jersey Court Celebrates 90 Years,” the final name at the 
end of the photo caption was incorrectly spelled as “Alcona Hijack, regent;” the correct spelling is “Aldona Hojecki, regent.”



California Court Honors
Education Contest Winners

Court Our Lady of Perpetual Help #1402 in Modesto, California, 
honored four winners in the 2011 California State Education Con-
test. In the photo, left to right, are Hannah Negranza, third place, 
essay, division II; Education Contest Chairman Arlene Henriques; 
and Caitlyn Bui, second place, art, division I. Hannah and Caitlyn at-
tend Our Lady of Fatima School in Modesto. Missing from the photo 
are Kyle Costa, first place, poetry, division II and Shaniya Martin, 
second place, music, division II. Kyle and Shaniya attend Sacred 
Heart School in Paterson.

Colorado Court Announces Its
State Education Contest Winners

Winners of the Colorado State Education Contest received their 
awards from Court St. Anthony #1248 in Durango, Colorado, at the 
court’s September 12, 2011 meeting. In the photo with their Pastor 
Rev. James Koenigsfeld, from left to right, are Claire James, 5th 
place, art, division II (grades 6, 7 and 8); Marit May, 4th place, essay 
and poetry (two awards), division I (grades 4 and 5); Isabelle Guerra, 
1st place, essay, division II; Kiernan McInnis, 1st place, computer art, 
division I; and Parker Gaughan, 3rd place, photography, division II.

Nebraska Court Awards Education
Certificates

Court Our Lady of Perpetual Adoration #2036 in Bellevue, Nebraska, awarded 
certificates and cash prizes to the winning students of the 2011 education 
contest at an All School Honors Assembly at St. Mary’s Parish School. In the 
photo, contest winners hold their certificates as Regent Cindy Bishop, far left, 
and Education Chair Beverly Engelkamp, far right, look on.

New Junior Court Formed in New York

Court St. Rosalie #1783 in Hampton Bays, New York, instituted its first JCDA 
court. Twelve energetic and enthusiastic girls joined and began giving their 
time and talents toward making blankets for the court’s Birthright Shower. 
Last spring they donated money to the parish food pantry by baking cakes 
and cookies. In the photo, at the installation ceremony for the first officers 
of the court are, first row, left to right, Alexis Schmidt, vice president; Lily 
Vanderschaaf, secretary; Daniela Spezzacatena, member, Terry Amato, re-
gent of Court St. Rosalie, Rose Conte, vice regent of Court St. Rosalie; Second 
row, left to right, are members Kennedy Scala and Nicole Spezzacatena. 
Third row, left to right, are New York Second Vice State Regent Mary Ziesig, 
members Dana Elka and Caraiosa Williamson, Assistant Secretaries Shan-
non McGill and Katherine O’Gara, Emma Squires, president, First Vice State 
Regent Patricia Gavin; and Lorraine McKenna, JCDA organizer.
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North Carolina Institutes
New Junior Court

In Fuquay-Varina, North Carolina, JCDA Court St. Bernadette #2629 was 
instituted and officers were installed on June 25, 2011 at a ceremony 
held at St. Bernadette Catholic Church. The new junior court is spon-
sored by Court St. Bernadette #2629. Nineteen of the junior court’s 23 
charter members participated. North Carolina State Regent Sheila Storey 
conducted the installation, assisted by Carol Zsoldos, regent, and Paula 
O’Shea, vice regent of Court St. Bernadette; State Secretary Bonnie 
Fox; and JCDA court leaders Michelle King, Leona Skonberg and Suda 
Harvard. Court Chaplain Rev. Fernando Torres presided. The girls were 
presented with sashes, name badges and flowers by Mrs. Zsoldos and 
Mrs. O’Shea. Court St. Bernadette hosted a reception for the members 
and their families in the parish hall following the ceremony.

Texas Court Awards Seven
College Scholarships

Court Rev. Mr. Herbert Scholler #2085 in New Braunfels, Texas, awarded 
seven college scholarships (six $500 and one $250) at a reception in St. 
Peter and Paul parish honoring graduates. In the photo, front, left to right, are 
Regent Mary Ann Lehmann, Scholarship Chairman Andrea Walker, Darlene 
Jasso, Aracili Ayala, Courtney Hansmann and Daniel Duerr. Back row, left to 
right, are Julie Dirienzo and Edward Stockwell. Not pictured is Rachel Meche.

Texas Court Celebrates Tenth 
Anniversary By Instituting New 
JCDA Court

Court St. Anthony of Padua #2485 in Wylie, Texas, celebrated 
its 10th anniversary on June 10, 2011, not only with cake, 

punch and appetizers but also by instituting a new JCDA court. 
Texas JCDA officers who joined in the celebration were Terri Bel-
tran, state chairman, Maya Cuellar, state president and Kimberly 
Kallies, first vice state president. Court St. Anthony is one of many 
junior courts established in Texas over the past two years. 

In the photo, the new juniors of Court St. Anthony of Padua are joined by 
local and state officers: Betty Lutz, recording secretary; Jane Gonzalez, 
financial secretary; Maria Binish, treasurer; Conny Herkenrath, regent; 
Melodie Brunt, Texas state treasurer and Rev. Andrew Semler.

Texas Court Honors National Education 
Contest Winner

Court St. Ann #369 in Victoria, Texas, honored Alexandrea Corpuz, divi-
sion I, first place, art, fourth-fifth grades, in the 2011 National Education 
Contest. Alexandra attends Our Lady of Victory School, where the pre-
sentation was made. In the photo are Geraldine Jurica, education contest 
chairperson, Alexandrea and Regent Jo Ann Bleier.

FocusOnYouth
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 Leadership is not just something you do; it is some-
thing you are. This is one of the reasons good leaders have 
strong magnetism. People are attracted to them because of 
who they are.
 Most natural leaders don’t aspire to be great leaders; they 
aspire to be good persons. Personal qualifi cations lead to leader-
ship qualifi cations. When leaders lead their own lives well others 
naturally want to follow. Consider Mother Teresa of Calcutta, In-
dia. It is doubtful that she ever said, “I am going to set out to be a 
great leader!” Yet that is what she became by determining to be the 
person God created her to be.
 If we want our leadership to endure, we must pay attention 
to four crucial elements:

Character – our own personal integrity, which enables us to 
do what is right even when it is diffi cult.
Perspective – our assessment of the situation, which enables 
us to understand what we must do to reach a goal.
Courage – our willingness to go forward in the face of ob-
stacles, which enables us to initiate and take risks to step out 
toward a worthy goal.

Commitment – our fervor, which enables us to attract and 
empower others to join the cause.

 Each of these can only be developed through an honest and 
constant dialogue with the Lord, through daily prayer.
 All leaders desire results, but being must precede doing. 
To achieve higher goals, you must be a more effective leader. 
To attract better people you must be a better, prayerful person 
yourself. To achieve greater results, you must be a person of great 
character and faith. A common problem occurs when a leader’s 
real identity and the desired results don’t match up. But when 
leaders display consistency of character, competence, and pur-
pose, it makes a powerful statement to the people around them 
– and it draws those people to them and to the causes they es-
pouse, in our case CDA.
 If you desire to do great things with your life, then seek to 
become a better person and a better leader. Nothing great can be 
achieved alone. Any task worth doing requires the help of God 
and of others. If you want to attract good people, you have got to 
become a better person yourself. If you are willing to do that, then 
you can leave the rest to God.

Personal qualifi cations matter

Leadership: Leading By Example
By Helene Shepard
National Secretary-Treasurer, National Leadership Chairman

W hat qualifies a person to be a leader? We as Catholic Daughters tend to 

think of leadership only in terms of action. But leadership is so much 

more than just that.

Building leadership skills will be featured at the upcoming Catholic Daughters’ convention, to be held in Omaha, Nebraska (shown here) this July.

O
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Omaha will be home to the next Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas National Convention, which is being hosted by the 
Nebraska Catholic Daughters. Many exciting events are being 
planned including beautiful liturgies, educational workshops, 
an outstanding keynote speaker, and an opportunity to interact 
and renew friendships with Catholic Daughters from all over the 
country as well as Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Islands, and 
Mexico.

Interesting pre-convention tours of historic Boystown, the 
Holy Family Shrine, Lauritzen Gardens, a riverboat tour on the 
mighty Missouri and others, as well as an exciting post-convention 
tour to the Black Hills are also planned. In addition, the Nebraska 
convention committee has planned a really fun Nebraska night. 

Come to Omaha to enjoy the ex-
citement of the 54th Biennial National 
Convention July 18-21, 2012 with pre-
tours July 15-17, workshops July 17-18, 
and the post-convention tour July 23-
27.  On the following pages, you will 
find information regarding the agenda, 
and the pre-and post-convention tours. 
If you have any questions, please contact 
me, Shirley Seyfried, convention chair-
man, at 218-862-3493 or shirley.sey-
fried@gmail.com. Let’s make this our 
biggest CDA convention ever.

For the 54th Biennial National Convention

Come to Omaha This July
By Shirley Seyfried, First Vice National Regent
Convention Chairman

“A way, we’re bound away, cross the wide Missouri.” In the heartland of 

America, lies Omaha, Nebraska, a city founded along the Missouri River, 

and sometimes called the “Gateway to the West.”

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas �5

Shirley Seyfried

Historic St. Cecilia’s Cathedral.

Omaha offers many attractive recreational opportunities.
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Sunday, July 15, 2012

5:00 pm – 8:00 pm  Registration  St. Nick Foyer (Hilton Hotel)
 Optional Tours

Chapel will be open Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 11:00 pm in the Washington City Room (Hilton Hotel) 

Monday, July 16, 2012

Optional Tours
9:00 am -12 Noon Registration St. Nick Foyer (HH)
 Exhibit Room Open Grand Central Ballroom (HH)
1:00 pm – 5:00 pm Exhibit Room Open Grand Central Ballroom (HH)
2:00 pm – 7:00 pm Registration St. Nick Foyer (HH)
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm  Exhibit Room Open Grand Central Ballroom (HH)

Tuesday, July 17, 2012

Optional Tours
9:00 am – 12 Noon Registration St. Nick Foyer (HH)
 Exhibit Room Open Grand Central Ballroom (HH)
1:00 pm – 5:00 pm Registration  St. Nick Foyer (HH)
 Exhibit Room Open Grand Central Ballroom (HH)
2:30 pm – 4:00 pm Workshops
 #1      First Time Attendees Grand Central Ballroom E (HH)
 #2     Leadership Blackstone (HH)
 #3     Focus on Local Courts Castle (HH)
 #4     Legislation Hill (HH)
 #5     Spirituality St. Nicholas A (HH)
 #6     Membership St. Nicholas B (HH)
4:30 pm – 6:00 pm Workshops repeated in same location

as listed above
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm Registration St. Nick Foyer (HH)

Exhibit Room Open Grand Central Ballroom (HH)
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm Past National Directors Dinner Castle (HH)

Wednesday, July 18, 2012

7:00 am – 9:00 am Breakfast Cash Concession St. Nick Foyer (HH) 
8:00 am – 11:30 am Registration St. Nick Foyer (HH)
8:30 am – 9:15 am Committee Meetings

Elections/Monitors/Ushers Blackstone (HH)
Timekeepers Hill (HH)
Credentials St. Nicholas A (HH)
Standing Rules St. Nicholas B (HH)
Approve the Minutes Castle (HH)  

9:00 am – 12:30 pm Exhibit Room Open Grand Central Ballroom (HH)
9:30 am – 11:00 am Workshops

#1      First Time Attendees Grand Central Ballroom E (HH)
 #2     Leadership Blackstone (HH)
 #3     Focus on Local Courts Castle (HH)
 #4     Legislation Hill (HH)
 #5     Spirituality St. Nicholas A (HH)
 #6     Membership St. Nicholas B (HH)
11:30 am – 12:45 pm Lunch Cash Concessions St. Nick Foyer (HH)
1:00 pm – 1:45 pm Adoration and Benediction Grand Ballroom A/B (Qwest Center)
2:00 pm – 5:30 pm Registration Grand Ballroom Pre Function (QC)
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm Exhibit Room Grand Central Ballroom (HH)
2:00 pm Seating of Delegates Grand Ballroom A/B (QC)
2:30 pm – 6:00 pm Session I - Business Meeting Grand Ballroom A/B (QC)

Catholic Daughters of the Americas National Convention

Tentative Convention Agenda
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Wednesday, July 18, 2012 continued

Offi cial Opening of the 54th Biennial National Convention
Presiding:  Joanne Tomassi, National Regent

6:00 pm – 7:00 pm Exhibit Room Open Grand Central Ballroom (HH)
7:00 pm  Campaign Night  Grand Ballroom Pre Function (QC)
8:30 pm Invitation Social
 1903 Society Perpetual Members (to be announced)

Thursday, July 19, 2012

6:00 am – 7:00 am CDA Walks the Walk Bob Kerrey Pedestrian Bridge
6:30 am – 8:00 am Breakfast Cash Concessions  Grand Ballroom Pre Function A/B (QC)
8:00 am  Eucharistic Liturgy Grand Ballroom A/B (QC)
9:30 am – 11:00 am Final Registration before voting Grand Ballroom Pre Function A/B (QC)
9:30 am – 2:00 pm Exhibit Room Open Grand Central Ballroom (HH)
9:30 am – 11:45 am Session II - Business Meeting Grand Ballroom A/B (QC)
11:45 am – 12:30 pm Voting Delegates Only Grand Ballroom A/B (QC)
12:30 pm – 2:00 pm Lunch - Cash Concessions   Grand Ballroom Pre Function A/B (QC) 
  Clergy Luncheon Castle (HH)
1:30 pm – 2:00 pm Parliamentary Chat Grand Ballroom A/B (QC)
1:30 pm – 5:00 pm  Registration Grand Ballroom Pre Function (QC)
2:15 pm – 6:00 pm Session III - Business Meeting Grand Ballroom A/B (QC)
3:00 pm – 6:00 pm Exhibit Room Open Grand Central Ballroom (HH)

Free Evening

Friday, July 20, 2012

6:00 am – 7:30 am Breakfast Cash Concessions Grand Ballroom Pre Function A/B (QC)
8:00 am Eucharistic Liturgy Grand Ballroom A/B (QC)
9:00 am – 11:00 am Exhibit Room Open Grand Central Ballroom (HH)
9:30 am – 12 Noon Registration Grand Ballroom Pre Function A/B (QC)
9:30 am – 11:45 am Session IV - Business Meeting Grand Ballroom A/B (QC)
11:45 am  - 1:30 pm Lunch - Cash Concessions Grand Ballroom Pre Function A/B (QC)
12:00 am – 1:30 pm State Regents Luncheon St. Nick A (HH)
12:00 Noon – 2:00 pm Exhibit Room Open Grand Central Ballroom (HH)
1:30 pm – 5:00 pm Registration  Grand Ballroom Pre Function A/B (QC)
1:00 pm – 1:30 pm Parliamentary Chat Grand Ballroom A/B (QC)
1:45 pm – 5:00 pm Session V - Business Meeting Grand Ballroom A/B (QC)
4:00 pm – 6:00 pm Exhibit Room Open (Final) Grand Central Ballroom (HH)
7:00 pm Nebraska Night Dinner (to be announced)

Saturday, July 21, 2012

6:30 am – 8:00 am Breakfast Cash Concession Grand Ballroom Pre Function A/B (QC)
8:00 am – 11:00 am Registration Grand Ballroom Pre Function A/B (QC)
7:30 am – 12:00 pm Final Exhibit Room Pick Up Grand Central Ballroom (HH)
8:00 am – 11:00 am Session VI - Business Meeting Grand Ballroom A/B (QC)
11:00 am - 1:00 pm Lunch-Cash Concessions Grand Ballroom Pre Function A/B (QC)
11:30 am – 1:30 pm Buses leave for Church
2:00 pm Eucharistic Liturgy – Mass of Installation 
5:30 pm – 6:30 pm No Host Social Grand Ballroom Pre Function B/C

Cash Bar
Invitation Cocktail Social Room 212 (QC)

6:30 pm Seating of Guests Grand Ballroom B/C (QC)
7:00 pm Appreciation Banquet Grand Ballroom B/C(QC)
Following Banquet Mass for travelers  Grand Ballroom A (QC) 

Sunday, July 22, 2012

9:00 am Eucharistic Liturgy Grand Central Ballroom A/B/C (HH)

 
Monday, July 23, 2012

Post-Convention Trip
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Sunday, July 15, 2012 

Tour #1: Sunday River Cruise and Dinner
 Enjoy a scenic one-hour cruise on the Missouri River aboard the River City Star. The 
cruise will be followed by a short tour of Omaha and dinner at Rick’s Boatyard Café.
Depart at 1:30 PM 5 Hours $65.00 

Monday, July 16, 2012 

Tour #2: Discover Omaha and Father Flanagan’s Boystown
 Visit the historical and newer neighborhoods of Omaha as stories of famous Oma-
hans are told. Lunch will be followed by a tour of the Boystown campus including 
a visit to the Dowd Chapel, burial site of the Reverend Father Flanagan, the Hall of 
History, the Garden of the Bible, Father Flanagan’s house and the Visitors’ Center. 
(Lunch included)
Depart at 9:00 AM 7 Hours $55.00

Tour #3: Discover Holy Family Shrine, Mahoney State Park, Strategic Air Command Museum
 Tour the newly opened glass chapel of Holy Family Shrine just outside of Omaha on In-
terstate 80. Continue to Mahoney State Park for lunch overlooking the beautiful Platte 
River. We will stop at the Strategic Air Command Museum in Gretna to see restored 
aircraft and learn the stories of our military past. (Lunch included)

 Depart at 9:00 AM 7 1/2 Hours $65.00

Tour #4: Discover Omaha and the Henry Doorly Zoo
 Visit the historical and newer neighborhoods of Omaha as stories of famous Omahans 
are told. Then on to Nebraska’s number one tourist attraction, the Henry Doorly Zoo. 
Visit the Desert Dome, Kingdom of the Night attractions, and the Lied Jungle. Continue 
down the paths to visit the sharks, penguins, butterfl ies, and of course, the lions and 
the tigers. Stop for lunch at the Treetop Restaurant and take away with you memories 
of your new-found animal friends. (Lunch on your own)

 Depart at 10:00 AM 5 Hours  $48.00

Tour #5: Discover Lauritzen Gardens and Joslyn Art Museum
 The beauty of Lauritzen Botanical Gardens lies in the diversity of the environment 
and its native plants. Tour the numerous gardens, water features, architectural fea-
tures, and sculptures that have made the garden a favorite destination. We go from 
outdoors to indoors as we tour Joslyn Art Museum, which houses treasures from 
past centuries to the modern period. See the works of Monet, Renoir, Cassatt and 
American artists Grant Wood, Jackson Pollock, and Thomas Hart Benton. Of special 
interest are the collection of Bodmer Indian Art and the glass works of Dale Chihuly. 
(Lunch on your own)
Depart at 10:00 AM 5 Hours $42.00

Tour #6: Discover Durham Museum and the Omaha Press Club
 The Durham Museum, housed in the former Union Pacifi c Railroad Depot, is one of the 
nation’s leading examples of Art Deco architecture. Of special interest are the bronze 
passenger sculptures and the operating soda fountain. Visit the history of early Omaha, 
the Byron Reed coin collection, and the special Smithsonian exhibit. Lunch will be on 
the 24th fl oor of the First National Bank Building at the Omaha Press Club. The restau-
rant offers spectacular views of the city. (Lunch included)

 Depart at 9:45 AM 5 Hours $55.00

Tour #7: River City Star Dinner Cruise
 Ollie the Trolley will take us to the banks of the Missouri River to board the River City 
Star. We will cruise the river, enjoy a three-course buffet dinner, and be entertained by 
local musicians. 

 Depart at 5:30 PM 3 Hours $65.00

Catholic Daughters of the Americas Convention  •  July 15-20, 2012

Douglas County Historical Society Presents

Omaha Tours
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Tuesday, July 17, 2012

Tour #8: Discover Lincoln, The International Quilt Museum, the Governor’s Mansion and the Capitol Building
 This tour will take you to Lincoln, the capital of Nebraska, to tour the International 
Quilt Study Center and Museum on the University of Nebraska campus. Following 
lunch at The Governor’s Mansion and a tour, we will visit the Capitol Building, home of 
Nebraska’s Unicameral. (Lunch Included) 
Depart at 9:00 AM 8 Hours $62.00

Tour #9: Discover Omaha and Father Flanagan’s Boystown
Same itinerary as Tour #2
Depart at 9:00 AM 7 Hours $55.00

Tour #10: Discover Holy Family Shrine, Mahoney State Park, Strategic Air Command Museum
Same itinerary as Tour #3.
Depart at 9:00 AM 7 1/2 hours $65.00

Tour #11: Discover Omaha and the Henry Doorly Zoo
Same itinerary as Tour #4. 
Depart at 10:00 AM 5 Hours $48.00

Tour #12: Discover Lauritzen Gardens and Joslyn Art Museum
Same itinerary as Tour #5
Depart at 10:00 AM 5 Hours $42.00

Tour #13: Discover Durham Museum and the Omaha Press Club
Same itinerary as Tour #6
Depart at 9:45 AM 5 Hours $55.00

Wednesday, July 18, 2012

Men’s’ Tour #1: Bryson Air Boat Trip on the Platte River
 Enjoy the unique experience of traveling onboard a 21 foot airboat with a 700 horse-
power motor which is capable of reaching speeds of 60 mph. Rest assured the pilots 
have years of experience gliding across the Platte River. Wildlife and nature are just a 
few feet away. (Lunch included)

 Depart at 10:00 AM 5 1/2 Hours $95.00

Men’s’ Tour #2: Discover Fontenelle Forest, Old Bellevue, Union Pacifi c Museum, And the Squirrel Cage Jail
 Visit Fontenelle Forest Nature Center featuring 1,400 acres of wooded hills, hallows, 
marshes, and 19 miles of trails followed by a tour of Old Bellevue, home of Nebraska’s 
fi rst settlement. After lunch at the Bass Pro Shop in Council Bluffs, we will tour the 
Union Pacifi c Railroad Museum and the Squirrel Cage Jail, the only three-story rotary 
jail in the United States. (Lunch on your own)
Depart at 9:00 AM  7 Hours $46.00

Thursday, July 19, 2012

Men’s’ Tour #3: Discover Fort Omaha, the Crook House, and Mormon Center
 The Mormon Center tells the story of the heroic pioneers who set up their winter quar-
ters on the west side of the Missouri River after a long journey across Illinois and Iowa. 
The many souls buried in the Mormon cemetery are a testament to the sorrow and 
anguish of that dangerous trip. We will proceed to Fort Omaha which was designated 
as the headquarters for the Department of the Platte in 1878. The property has a his-
tory of varied uses including use as Signal Corps in 1905 and a Balloon School in 1916. 
Historically, the fort played an important part in the Trial of Standing Bear and the ruling 
in favor of the rights of the Native American. You will tour the fort, the Crook House, and 
hear an informative lecture after lunch. (Lunch included) 

 Depart at 9:00 AM 5 Hours $50.00

Friday, July 20, 2012

Men’s’ Tour #4: Discover Nebraska City and Lewis and Clark
 A short 26-mile trip will take us to Nebraska City and a morning tour of the Lewis and 
Clark Missouri River Basin Visitor’s Center. This will be followed by lunch at the Lied 
Conference Center and an afternoon tour of Arbor Lodge, the home of J. Sterling Mor-
ton, the founder of Arbor Day. (Lunch included)
Depart at 9:00 AM 7 Hours $60.00
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Omaha Pre-Convention Tours

Registration Form (Please print clearly)

Credit Card Charge Authorization Form
(This is authorization for DCHS to charge. ($1.00 Processing Fee will apply) 

Please Circle One:          Visa          Mastercard         
 
Credit Card # _________________________________________________
   
Expiration Date: ___________________ 3 digit code: __________________
   
Signature of cardholder: ________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________
   
City _________________________ State __________  Zip _____________

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Guest(s) Name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________

City: ___________________________________________ Sate: ________________________ Zip: _____________

Country: _______________________________  Phone Number : (________) _________________________

E-Mail Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

Tour Options: (Registration Deadline is June 15, 2012)
Sunday, July 15, 2012
   #1 River Cruise and Dinner 1:30 PM - 6:30 PM $65.00 per person    # people _____ Total ________

Monday, July 16, 2012
   #2 Discover Omaha & Boystown 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM $55.00 per person    # people _____ Total ________
   #3 Discover Holy Family Shrine & Air Museum

 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM $65.00 per person    # people _____ Total ________
   #4 Discover Omaha & the Zoo 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM $48.00 per person    # people _____ Total ________
   #5 Discover Lauritzen Gardens & Joslyn Art Museum

 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM $42.00 per person    # people _____ Total ________
   #6 Discover Durham Museum 9:45 AM - 2:45 PM $55.00 per person    # people _____ Total ________    
   #7 River Dinner Cruise 5:30 PM - 8:30 PM $65.00 per person    # people _____ Total ________

Tuesday, July 17, 2012
   #8 Discover Lincoln  9:00 AM - 5:00 PM $62.00 per person    # people _____ Total ________
   #9 Discover Omaha & Boystown 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM $55.00 per person    # people _____ Total ________
   #10 Discover Holy Family Shrine & Air Museum

 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM $65.00 per person    # people _____ Total ________
   #11 Discover Omaha & the Zoo 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM $48.00 per person    # people _____ Total ________
   #12 Discover Lauritzen Gardens & Joslyn Art Museum

 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM $42.00 per person    # people _____ Total ________
   #13 Discover Durham Museum            9:45 AM - 2:45 PM $55.00 per person    # people _____ Total ________

Wednesday, July 18, 2012
   Men’s Tour #1: Bryson Airboat             10:00 AM - 3:30 PM $95.00 per person    # people _____ Total ________
   Men’s Tour #2: Discover Fontenelle Forest & Union Pacifi c Railroad Museum

 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM $46.00 per person    # people _____ Total ________      

Thursday, July 19, 2012   
   Men’s Tour #3: Discover Fort Omaha & Mormon Center

 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM $50.00 per person   # people _____ Total _________

Friday, July 20, 2012   
   Men’s Tour #4: Discover Nebraska City & Lewis and Clark

 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM $60.00 per person    # people _____ Total ________

•  Minimum of 35 people is required to operate each tour. (If tour is cancelled due to lack of 
response, complete refund will be given.)

•  Tour confi rmations, updates, and cancellations will be communicated via E-Mail or US Mail. 
•  Payment is non-refundable after June 15, 2012.
•  If space is available on the day of the tour, a reservation can be made for an additional $6.00 

per person, per tour.

Mail registration form & payment to:
Douglas County Historical Society
30th and Fort Street
Omaha Nebraska  68111
stepontours@omahahistory.org

Make checks payable to: 
Douglas County Historical Society
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Catholic Daughters of the Americas National Convention

Jim & Claudia Bosch as your Host Couple

Beauty of the Black Hills
Post-National Convention Tour  •  July 23-27, 2012

•  Motor coach tour round trip from Omaha to Deadwood, South Dakota

•  Four night’s accommodation at the Mineral Palace in historic Deadwood, SD

•  Hotel taxes, baggage handling, gratuities and all entrance fees included

•  Buffet Breakfast daily and three evening dinners

•  Fort Hays Chuckwagon Supper & Show

•  Visit Mt. Rushmore and Crazy Horse Monuments

•  1880’s Steam Train Ride from Hill City to Keystone, SD

•  Tatanka:  Story of the Bison

•  Mistletoe Ranch & Prairie Berry Winery

HIGHLIGHTS
Traveling from Omaha to the Black Hills of South Dakota, you will have a photo stop at the World’s Only Corn 

Palace and you will visit the World Famous Wall Drug. While enjoying the beauty of the Black Hills, you will ex-

perience a historic, breathtaking scenic 1880’s Steam Train Ride that you will never forget, traveling between 

Hill City and Keystone, SD. Enjoy some shopping time in the quaint town of Keystone and a dining experience at 

the historic Ruby House. Deep in the Black Hills behold the granite faces of Mount Rushmore, the National 

Memorial to four presidents. You will experience this majestic sight and see its beauty during the evening lighting 

ceremony. You will visit Crazy Horse Memorial, a monument carved out of a mountain replicating Chief Crazy 

Horse, with a bus ride to the foot of the mountain for a closer view. Traveling through the beautiful Black Hills of 

South Dakota, you will make a picturesque stop at Lake Pactola, visit a never ending Christmas at Mistletoe 

Ranch, enjoy a wine tasting at Prairie Berry Winery and enjoy a true Wild West dinner show at Fort Hays 

Chuckwagon supper & Show. Here you will have the opportunity to explore Fort Hays, the movie-set build-

ings from Dances with Wolves, and enjoy one of the Black Hills most popular western music variety shows. Enjoy 

a day full of fun in Historic Deadwood. You will visit Tatanka, the story of the Bison, you can take the trolley to 

explore Deadwood and visit one of many casinos, or visit the Adams House and museum or perhaps the Mount 

Moriah Cemetery. This memorable itinerary will be a unique and new experience for everyone, even those who 

have visited the area before.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Reservation Form – Please detach and mail back, or call to make a reservation

All American Travel, 1681 3rd Ave West, Dickinson, ND  58601, attn: Kay or call 1-800-732-7075

or email Kay at:  kay@allamericantravel.us

Catholic Daughters of the Americas:  Post-Tour (prices listed are per person)

Single $1253.00 _____               Double $949.00 _____               Triple $899.00 _____               Quad $874.00 _____

Name_________________________________________________________  Address_________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________________________ State _____________ Zip________________ Telephone______________________________

Deposit $250 enclosed ________________ Due to hold a seat on the tour                    Room with ______________________________________

Upon receipt of your deposit, you will be confi rmed on the tour. Full payment is due by April 13th, payable to All American 

Travel. Upon full payment, you will receive a detailed itinerary and travel documents. We anticipate a late afternoon arrival 

back in Omaha on July 27th. Please plan fl ight arrangements accordingly. Return fl ight arrangements can also be made from 

Rapid City, SD. Tour will not operate with less than 28 people.

***Space is limited, so book early to ensure a seat***
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A s I sit to write this message to you we are heading into a beauti-
ful time of the year when snow will soon come to many towns 
in which we have local courts, giving added brightness.
Many others will enjoy more sunlight and added warmth. Let 

your lights shine brightly with the activities that have been planned in the 
search for new members, and bring the warmth of love into their lives,

This will also be the season just after celebrating the birth of 
the Baby Jesus, the source of light in our lives. Have you let His light 
shine in you so that others might see? We must earnestly strive to be 
that light and let others see through our lives and service how we as 
Catholic Daughters reach out to help right the injustice others en-
counter and to aid those in need. Words are not enough. Seek God’s 
help. There is a prayer that we might use, as we seek new members, 
which we pray to Jesus. Perhaps you are aware of it?

“Dear Jesus,
       Help us to remember that the Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas is composed of all types of women, all of 
whom are children of God. Our courts will be filled, if we 
help fill them. They will do great works, if we work. They 
will make generous gifts to many causes, if we are gener-
ous. They will bring other women into its fellowship, if we 
bring them. Catholic Daughters will be an organization 
of loyalty, love, faith and noble spirit, if its members, who 
make it what it is, are filled with those qualities. There-
fore, with the help of God, we dedicate ourselves to the task 
of being all that we can be so that our Order continues to 
contribute to the benefit of Catholic womanhood, and that 
it may spread Unity and Charity among all members. We 
ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen”

During the past months you have been encouraged to seek, to 
recruit, renew and retain members. There are also the rewards that come 
from increasing your court’s membership. Each new member brings 
new talents waiting to be shared, new energy to invigorate, new ideas 
that come from different points of view. Your court will continue to 
work in “Unity and Charity” and help the Order grow even stronger.

In the fall of 2010 we announced a membership contest, sent 
out information on contests for states instituting new courts and having 
the most gain in membership. There is also a contest for local courts 
that had membership drives and welcomed new members. You have 
now until March 31, 2012 to continue seeking new members and new 
courts that might help you qualify for one of the awards at the National 
Convention in July. The contest rules and category information are 
posted on the CDA web site and can be downloaded.

Bring others into the fold

Let Your Lights Shine
for Membership
By Letty M. Calvetti
Second Vice National Regent
Membership Chairman

S oon you will fill out the Circle of Love Spiritual En-
hancement Form. Now is the perfect time to ask mem-
bers to reflect on the court’s activities and experiences 

since last March and to think about how those experiences 
have helped members to grow closer to God.

Remember that no CDA work is undertaken for the sake 
of activity. Our goal is not just to be busy. Our goal is to do what 
we are called to do. So, it might be helpful to pose a question to 
your members: how did our activities bring us closer to God?

As you look for 
activities to place on your 
Spiritual Enhancement Form, 
remember that it is not just 
spiritual activities such as re-
treats or days of recollection 
that bring us closer to God. 
Service projects can have a pro-
found effect on the members 
of the court. Whenever we are 
called to a project, we need to 
remember that the real call is 
to obedience. As we strive to 

be obedient, we often can experience God more fully and more pro-
foundly than we might in solely spiritual activities because God’s 
love and mercy are being extended through us to others.

While we are thinking about service projects, it is impor-
tant to remind court members that we are not responsible for the 
outcome or the success of a project to which we are called. God’s 
goal in sending us forth is always to bring us closer to Him. So, if 
our fund-raising efforts fall short, or we collect less food or cloth-
ing for the homeless than we had planned, we should not lose 
heart. We need to trust in God, listen for His voice, and obey the 
words of our Patroness, “Do whatever He tells you.” We are not 
the ones in charge. God knows the plan, and we can trust that the 
outcome, even if we don’t see it, fulfills His purposes.

Finally, as you reflect on activities for your form, remember 
that it is not the size of the activity that matters so much as the 
impact on court members and on other participants. It is possible 
for an activity to involve relatively few people, such as when a 
court adopts a family. Yet, that activity can end up being the most 
spiritual activity of the year if by helping that family the members 
of the court and family come closer to God. The great gift of CDA 
is that everything we do begins and ends with God.

Heeding God’s call

Now Is a Time
to Reflect
By Olga Samaniego
Spiritual Enhancement Chairman
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One of the best ways to do this is by becoming involved in the 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas. As a member of the Catholic 
Daughters, I always have held and continue to hold the firm convic-
tion that the Catholic Daughters are a tremendous gift to all God’s 
people by supporting financially the national projects, disaster relief 
and other programs to help in this country and beyond.

The Catholic Daughters also provide training in service and 
leadership to ensure that future leaders will continue the fine tradi-
tion of unity and charity for our great organization. The following 
are some suggestions for supporting the Catholic Daughters. Please 
check with your tax preparer and/or attorney before making a gift.

Wills, Memorials and Bequests
Remembering the Catholic Daughters of the Americas in 

your will is one of the easiest ways to give a gift that keeps on giving. 
Gifts for any amount are welcome and most appreciated. Have you 
considered listing the Catholic Daughters as one of your “children?” 
With that consideration, the Catholic Daughters would receive the 
same percentage of your will as each child would receive.

Memorials can be given in memory of a loved one, in 
thanksgiving for the good works of a local, state or national of-
ficer or any member of the Catholic Daughters. This gift is ever-
lasting. You, your loved one and any officers listed in the memo-
rial will be remembered with thanks at every Mass celebrated by 
Catholic Daughters.

A bequest is simply a way to give or transmit a legacy from 
one generation to another or from one person to another. As with 
the memorial, you will be remembered with thanks at every Mass 
celebrated by the Catholic Daughters.

The address for making a gift is:
Catholic Daughters of the Americas
10 West 71st Street
New York, NY 10023

1903 Society
Do you have a friend or family member who has just about 

everything? Want to remember your mother or grandmother who 
paid your dues when you joined the Catholic Daughters in a very 
special way? Have you considered the 1903 Society?

The 1903 Society is designed to maintain and preserve 
our national office in the historic district of New York City. Any 
individual, local court, state court or willing group of Catholic  
Daughters can belong to the 1903 Society. Payment plans can be 
set for up to 10 years. With the first payment, a membership card 
will be sent. After the final payment is received, your name will be 
inscribed on a plaque in the national office, you will receive a cer-
tificate, your 1903 pin and be listed as a perpetual member.

Make checks payable to:
CDA 1903 Society
Send the checks to:
Helene Shepard
National Secretary-Treasurer
PO Box 455
Washingtonville, New York 10992

The Growing Tree
Since 1990, the Growing Tree has been growing and adding 

branches on the wall at the national office of the Catholic Daugh-
ters in New York City. The tree is full, but two beautiful plaques are 
available for additions. The plaques have been added on each side of 
the tree to honor our living and deceased members. 

The Memorial Plaque honors our loved ones who have 
gone to their eternal reward. The Honorable Donor Plaque is for 
living donors whether a Catholic Daughter member or not. The 
donation for a name on either plaque is $100. Please send your 
name and address, the court name and number (if applicable) and 
the wording for the plate. Up to two lines, 15 letters per line are 
allowed. Spaces are counted as letters.

Make checks payable to:
The Catholic Daughters of the Americas.
Send the checks to:
Catholic Daughters of the Americas
10 West 71st Street
New York, New York 10023

For more information about the 1903 Society and the 
Growing Tree visit our web site at www.catholicdaughters.org.

Having your cake and eating it, too

Ways to Give to the Catholic Daughters
and Lower Your Taxes
By Helene Shepard
National Secretary-Treasurer

O ur most important possession is our Catholic faith. As our mothers did before 

us, we must pass that faith on to the next generation.
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 In 1974, National Regent 
Winifred L. Trabeaux Boudreau 
named The Most Reverend Philip M. 
Hannan, D.D., J.C.D., archbishop of 
New Orleans, as the fourth prelate to 
hold the title of national chaplain of 
the Catholic Daughters of America. 
He served until 1978. Archbishop 
Hannan held a licentiate in theology 
from Gregorian University in Rome 
and a doctorate in canon law from 
The Catholic University of America, 
in Washington, D.C.
 Ordained in Rome, Italy on 
December 8, 1939, Archbishop Han-
nan was engaged in pastoral work in 
the Archdiocese of Washington, D.C., from 1940-1942. He was a 
chaplain in the U.S. Army, serving with the 505th Parachute Regi-
ment of the 82nd Airborne Division as it moved across Europe in 
World War II, from 1942 to 1946. Affectionately known as “the 
jumping padre,” he found that this experience as a paratrooper 
instilled in him what he had seen in his home: discipline and hard 
work. His graphic witnessing of the suffering in a concentration 
camp and the need to care for all, moved him from vision to action.
 The archbishop was eulogized as a man who heard and 
responded to the “cry of the poor.” Programs that are the result 
of his stewardship include Christopher Homes Inc., a housing 
project that provides 1300 apartments for the elderly and low 
income residents.
 While serving the Catholic Daughters of America as na-
tional chaplain, Archbishop Hannan was also a member of the 
administrative board for the United States Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops as well as chairman of the board of trustees of Catho-
lic University. It was through the archbishop’s contacts and sug-
gestion that the endowment of the Chair in American Catholic 
Church History became a reality as a bicentennial gift to Ameri-
ca from the Catholic Daughters. They successfully endowed the 
Chair for $750,000 – a gift that will live in perpetuity. Each year 
since 1978, a lecture has been given by the recipient of the chair, 
at Catholic University. Our CDA national board members and 

many Catholic Daughters are always 
present at the annual lectures.
 The archbishop also encour-
aged the establishment of homes for 
the elderly and kept the national board 
abreast of the major happenings in the 
Church. He assisted the national regent 
with offi cial statements on moral is-
sues, and advised her and the board on 
these issues and all matters of impor-
tance, for the good of the Order. Arch-
bishop Hannan was indeed a source of 
encouragement to the national board 
and to all Catholic Daughter members 
throughout the Order during his ten-
ure as the national chaplain. He shared 

with us his expertise and knowledge on countless subjects, his love 
of God and the Church, his warm and generous friendship, and 
his steadying infl uence in our deliberations and decisions affecting 
the administration of the Order.
 The Diamond Jubilee of the Catholic Daughters of America 
was held during the 37th Biennial Convention in New York City 
with the theme “Your Word is Life,” marking the 75 jeweled years 
of uninterrupted service to God, Church, our own members, our 
youth, and all mankind. Archbishop Hannan’s message to the hun-
dreds of Catholic Daughters present was inspiring. It was a message 
that has been engraved in our minds and hearts. In the words of 
Archbishop Hannan:
 “This Biennial Convention occurs at a time in history which 
should stimulate the Catholic Daughters of America to pursue vig-
orously their program. Your achievements in the past few years dem-
onstrate the validity of your program. They enable every woman of 
every age to develop herself ‘to the full stature of Christ.’ We can 
never appreciate fully anything unless we know its opposite. Night 
teaches us the beauty of dawn and the noontide fl ood of sunshine. 
The aimlessness, the tragedy of so many individual lives teaches us 
the absolute need of Christ’s doctrine. And it teaches us that we 
need each other to become and remain devout Christians. This is 
the goal and the glory of CDA – to help ourselves and others to 
become Christ-like.”

In memoriam

A Tribute to Archbishop Hannan
By Rayola McLaughlin
Past National Regent 

A rchbishop Philip M. Hannan died on Sept. 29, 2011, at the age of 98. He was 

national chaplain of the Catholic Daughters of America (as it was then called) 

from 1974 to 1978.

National Chaplain Archbishop Philip Hannan talks with 
National Regent Winifred Trabeaux and Mother Teresa at 
the biennial convention in 1976.



The first “test-tube baby,” Louise Brown, was born in 
1978. Since then, more than three million babies worldwide 
have been born using IVF technology. Many Catholics have 
turned to it, as well, sometimes without understanding the 
full impact of their decision. The Catholic Church has long 
condemned IVF. Why?

In IVF, a woman is given fertility hormones, and she 
produces 30 or more eggs at once, which the doctor retrieves 
with a needle. These eggs are united with a man’s sperm in 
vitro (in a glass dish), and the resulting embryos are allowed to 
grow several days. The healthiest embryos are implanted in the 
woman’s uterus.

Writing for Catholic Insight, Dr. John Shea, says 95 per-
cent of embryos conceived in IVF clinics die before birth. Either 
they are not implanted, or they are frozen, disposed of, or donated 
for research. Since doctors frequently implant several embryos at 
once, multiple pregnancies are common, so early in the pregnancy, 
the doctors kill some of the embryos with an injection, a process 
called “fetal reduction.”

Shea says since 1883 science has recognized what the Cath-
olic Church has always taught: that a human being begins to exist 
at the moment of fertilization. He writes, “The Church teaches 
that a human being must be respected—as a person—from the 
very first instant of his existence as a human being, and therefore, 
from that same moment, his rights as a person must be recog-
nized, among which in the first place, is the inviolable right of 
every innocent human being to life.”

John Haas is president of the National Catholic Bio-
ethics Center in Boston. In an article on the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) web site “Begot-
ten Not Made: A Catholic View of Reproductive Technology,” 
he writes, “One reproductive technology which the Church 
has clearly and unequivocally judged to be immoral is in vi-
tro fertilization or IVF. Unfortunately, most Catholics are not 
aware of the Church’s teaching, do not know that IVF is im-
moral, and some have used it in attempting to have children. 
If a couple is unaware that the procedure is immoral, they are 
not subjectively guilty of sin. Children conceived through this 
procedure are children of God and are loved by their parents, 
as they should be. Like all children, regardless of the circum-
stances of their conception and birth, they should be loved, 
cherished and cared for.”

Haas says in the 1987document “Donum Vitae” (“The Gift 
of Life”), the Church explained its stance: “…if a given medical 
intervention helps or assists the marriage act to achieve pregnancy, 
it may be considered moral; if the intervention replaces the mar-
riage act in order to engender life, it is not moral.” In IVF, life is 
created in a glass dish, not through an act of love. The document 
continues, “The connection between in vitro fertilization and the 
voluntary destruction of human embryos occurs too often…. life 
and death are subjected to the decision of man, who thus sets 
himself up as the giver of life and death by decree.”

“Human beings bear the image and likeness of God,” Haas 
says. “They are to be reverenced as sacred. Never are they to be 
used as a means to an end, not even to satisfy the deepest wishes of 
an infertile couple.”

He continues, “In IVF, children are engendered through a 
technical process, subjected to ‘quality control,’ and eliminated if 
found ‘defective.’ In their very coming into being, these children 
are thoroughly subjected to the arbitrary choices of those bringing 
them into being.”

What is an ethical alternative? The Pope Paul VI Institute 
at Creighton University in Omaha, Nebraska, has been more ef-
fective than in vitro fertilization in helping couples overcome in-
fertility. Rather than spending $10,000 or more on IVF, couples 
can get started for as little as $100, and no couple is refused be-
cause they can’t pay. The Creighton Model uses natural methods, 
vitamins, surgery, fertility drugs, tracking natural reproductive 
rhythms, and other new discoveries. Here, infertility is treated as a 
symptom of underlying disease.

Haas said, “In America we have a tendency to think 
that we can solve all problems with the right ‘technology.’ But 
children are not engendered by tech-
nology or produced by an industry. 
Children should arise from an act of 
love between a husband and wife, in 
cooperation with God. No human 
being can ‘create’ the image of God. 
That is why we say that human be-
ings ‘procreate’ with God. Engen-
dering children is a cooperative act 
among husband, wife, and God him-
self. Children, in the final analysis, 
should be begotten not made.”

Children are begotten, not made

Overcoming Infertility in an Ethical Way
By Margaret Sitte
National Legislative Chairman 

I nfertility is a deep sadness for millions of people. In our technological “fix it” 

society, many couples seeking a baby turn to in vitro fertil ization, IVF.
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Guam Court Holds Annual Baby Shower

Court Our Lady of Camarin #2047 in Hagatna, Guam, 
recently held its annual baby shower, during which 
items were collected and donated to the Kamalen 

Karidad Center to assist mothers and infants in need.  
Sitting with gifts collected are, left to right, fi rst row, 

Lolita Blaz, Priscilla Muna, Maria Macias, Dolores 
Afl ague, Agnes Unpingco, Ann Chargualaf, Elizabeth 
Untalan, and Antonnette SanNicolas.  Back row, left 

to right, are Patricia Guerrero, Teresita Tuncap, Emma 
Afl ague, Juanita Leon, Brihida Aguigui, Ann Galvez, 

Marie Taitano, Blandina Marquardt, Annie Unpingco, 
Fay Carbullido, Fe Duenas and Evelyn Rodriguez.

Nebraska Court Supports Project Linus

Court Our Lady of the Rosary 
#2511 in Omaha, Nebraska, made 

blankets for Project Linus, an organiza-
tion that collects handmade blankets 
and distributes them to local children 
who are in hospitals, treatment centers, 
centers for children removed from de-
structive homes and other traumatic 
situations.  Last year, Project Linus dis-
tributed more than 500 blankets.

Holding some of the more than 50 blankets they made for Project Linus are front row, left to right, Lucy Siblia, Mary Lester,
Sandy Ihnen and Lynette Schaffer.  Back row, left to right, are Gail Vulje, Rita Daeges, Sally Wehbey and Nellie Distefano.

Western South Dakota Courts Attend Bishop’s Ordination

Catholic Daughters from Western South Dakota at-
tended the Ordination of Bishop Robert D. Gruss on July 
28, 2011 at the Rushmore Plaza Civic Center in Rapid 
City, South Dakota.  In the photo are members of Court 
St. Rita #916 in Rapid City; Court Our Lady of Lourdes 
#2056 in Hot Springs; and Court Queen of Peace #2397 
in Spearfi sh. South Dakota State Regent Vickie Feist 
was also present.
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Washington Court Banks On Food For Those In Need

Court Our Lady Queen of Peace 
#2463 in Bothell, Washington, 

helped bag and distribute food 
at the Burlington, Washing-
ton food bank in St. Charles 
Parish.  In the photo, left to 

right, organizing the food are 
members Linda Heron, Hedy 

Villa, Sally McCann, Patti Kress, 
Mary Pinger, Lois Raske and 

Eileen Brown.

News&Notes

Recipients Share Stories at Annual 
New Jersey Scholarship Meeting

Court Immaculate Queen of Peace #1552 in Secaucus, New 
Jersey, announced this year’s scholarship winner and heard 

from previous winners at its annual scholarship meeting. This 
year’s winner was Jaclyn Jerkovich, the daughter of Tom and 
Rosemary Jerkovich and granddaughter of the court’s fi rst re-
gent. Former scholarship recipients were asked to attend and 
share their career experiences with the court members. Eight 
former recipients who could not attend sent letters.

Left to right are Jaclyn Jerkovich, unidentifi ed gentleman, Past Regent 
Marie McGuire (who organized the meeting concept), Patricia Caruso, 
KaitlynRenshaw and Michael Murphy.

West Virginia Court Awards
Education Contest Prize

Court Bishop McDonnell #1865 in Wierton, West 
Virginia, awarded Alisandra Welch, from Madon-

na High School in Wierton, the second prize at the 
2011 National Education Contest. Alisandra received 
the award in the computer art category, division III. 
The contest theme was “The Lord is My Light” or 
“The Light Others Give to Me.” This is an annual con-
test open to students in grades four through 12 in six 
categories: essay, poetry, art, computer art, music and 
photography.

Left to right, are Marge Trinone, regent, Alisandra Welch, 
Eleanor Davis, vice regent and John Mihalyo, principal of 
Madonna High School.



Priest Speaks to California Court About Making a Difference Overseas

During a Luncheon following a Mass attended by 
members of Court San Luis Obispo #1162 in San 

Luis Obispo, California, Rev. Ron Mrozinski shared 
many stories about his travels overseas, striving to make 
a difference for others. Father Ron represented Cross In-
ternational Catholic Outreach, which was founded to 
create links between parishes in America and the priests 
and nuns working in churches overseas in the Carib-
bean, Africa, Asia, Central and South America.

Standing, left to right, are Terry Morris, Elsa Jerusalem, Frances Meheen, Mary 
Coniglio and Susan Carlton. Seated, left to right, are Trudy Nungaray, Linda 
Hall, Rose Amaral, regent, Father Ron Mrozinski, Cari Keane, Marie Wilson and 
Magdalena Monterrosa.

Heartland Honor Flights Organizers Speak to Iowa Court

Members of Court Our Lady of the Holy Rosary 
#2476 in Glenwood, Iowa, were fortunate to have 

Bill and Evonne Williams as guest speakers for their 
May 22 court meeting. Bill and Evonne helped orga-
nize Heartland Honor Flights for World War II veterans 
from Nebraska and southwest Iowa to visit Washington, 
D.C. and see the World War II memorial as well as oth-
er monuments and memorials. In their remarks to the 
court, Bill and Evonne mentioned that they have begun 
a new project recognizing veterans from the Iraq and Af-
ghanistan wars. Their new project is named Remember-
ing Our Fallen.

Back row, Joanne Kohn, Monica Hughes, Carolyn Smith, Patty Mitchell, Margie Nunez, Paula Deck, financial secretary, 
Delores Dermer, vice-regent, Annette Amburn, recording secretary, Gerry Bolan, Linda LaRue, Marian Otto, Barb Frysek 
and Kay Shaw. Front Row, Bill Williams, Everett Shaw, Roger Otto, Myron Roker, Charlie Dermer and Evonne Williams.

Salute to Arkansas Catholic Daughter

Court Queen of Peace #1809 in North Little Rock, Arkansas, wishes to salute 
Dr. Diana Glaze. In the Summer 2011 issue of Share, an article with reference 

to a story of the court, Diana was not pictured as she took the photo. She has a rich 
Catholic Daughter track record. She was recruited from another court to become 
court regent, one of three terms she would serve. She was also recording secretary, 
served two terms as Arkansas state regent, is parliamentarian at Arkansas state con-
ventions and is currently district deputy. 

Dr. Diana Glaze
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Louisiana Court Holds
Daughter of the Year
Celebration

Court Assumption #1572 in Franklin, 
Louisiana, held its Daughter of the Year 

celebration on June 13, 2011. The event, 
which included a covered dish social, hon-
ored Barbara (“Bobbie”) Schexnaildre as the 
court’s Daughter of the Year awardee. Bar-
bara has been a charter member since 1954 
and is very active with court duties and two 
local Catholic schools St. John Elementary 
and Hanson High School.

Massachusetts Catholic
Daughter First Woman
to Receive Veteran of
The Year Award

More than 300 military and civilian 
supporters gathered at the Massa-

chusetts State House Rotunda to observe 
Mary Jo O’Dwyer Majors become the 
fi rst woman to receive the Veteran of the 
Year Award. Mary Jo was recently received 
as a member of Court Brookline #488 in 
Brookline, Massachusetts, and is a former 
member of JCDA Court LaRabida in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts. She was also one of 
the elected delegates to the fi rst National 
JCDA Convention, held in the early 1960’s. 
Upon receiving the award, Mary Jo thanked 
her faith-fi lled family and the role model-
ing of her mother and the many Catholic 
Daughter leaders who helped nurture her 
strong leadership skills and commitment to 
faith-based values. Formerly a Navy nurse, 
she is currently a Navy recruiter at colleges 
throughout the country.

Mary Jo O’Dwyer Majors with her award 
certifi cate.

For details, itinerary, reservations and letter from your
chaplain with his phone number call 7 days a week:

1-800-736-7300

European Pilgrimage
ROME - VATICAN - PORTUGAL - FATIMA -SPAIN - 

FRANCE - LOURDES - PARIS
12 Days Departing May 14 & September 3, 2012 from $2599*
Tour the Vatican including an audience (subject to his schedule) with Pope Benedict 
XVI!  Tour Rome’s religious highlights including St. Peter’s Basilica and the Sistine Chapel.  
See ancient Rome, the Colosseum, Spanish Steps, Trevi Fountain, Basilica Santa Maria 
Maggiore and more!  Fly to Lisbon, Portugal; visit Lady of Fatima Church, celebrate 
private Masses at the Basilica of Fatima and Apariciones Chapel of Fatima; and tour 
the Batalha monastery.  Travel to Salamanca, Spain; visit the Old Cathedral and New 
Cathedral; overnight in Valladolid, Spain.  Visit Lourdes, France; celebrate Mass at the 
Grotto of Lourdes.  Take the high-speed train to Paris for two nights.  Wednesday’s Paris 
highlight includes The Shrine of the Miraculous Medal with Mass at the Chapel of Our 
Lady of the Miraculous Medal.  Thursday’s highlights include a full-day tour of Paris 
visiting the Louvre Museum, Eiffel Tower, Basilica of the Sacred Heart and more!  Includes 
8 masses; 10 Breakfasts & 10 Dinners.  Your Chaplain for the May 14th departure date is 
Father Frank Wittouck, SCJ, from Houston, Texas.  He retired as an Army Chaplain in 2010 
yet currently ministers in the Cypress Assistance Ministries.  His recent YMT pilgrimage was 
to the Holy Land. *Price per person based on double occupancy.  Plus $299 tax, service & 
government fees.  Add only $700 for private room with no roommate.   Airfare is extra.

Price
Reduced!
$200

National Parks Tour
of the Golden West

14 Days Departs June 22, 2012 from $1249*
Take a relaxing trip on your luxurious coach as you travel with other Catholics through the changing 
desert landscapes of Nevada to the farmlands of central California.  Witness the giant Redwood 
trees in Kings Canyon and Sequoia National Parks, then be amazed at the rock formations and 
waterfalls in Yosemite National Park.  You’ll also visit majestic Lake Tahoe with 72 miles of pristine 
shoreline and stop in historic Virginia City, Reno, Winnemucca and Elko, Nevada.  In Utah tour the 
world’s largest man-made excavation – the Kennecott Copper Mine; 2, 2/3 miles wide plus the Great 
Salt Lake!  Next tour the unique rocks shaped by wind, water, sun and frost at Arches’ National 
Park; and Canyonlands, with enchanting vistas carved by the Colorado and Green Rivers.  Next 
your Catholic group will visit Capitol Reef and Bryce Canyon National Parks and drive through 
the Dixie National Forest.  On Monday, July 2, you’ll arrive at the grandest of all National Parks, The 
Grand Canyon, for both a day and night.  Enjoy the sunset that evening and sunrise the following 
morning!  Spend the fourth of July in exciting Las Vegas with an included day excursion to Zion 
National Park.  That evening enjoy all the hoopla and excitement Las Vegas is famous for on 
Independence Day including free fireworks shows.   Your Chaplain is Father Frank Wittouck, SCJ, 
from Houston, Texas.  He retired as an Army Chaplain in 2010 yet currently ministers in the Cypress 
Assistance Ministries.  His recent YMT pilgrimage was to the Holy Land.  *Price per person based on 
double occupancy.  Plus $149 tax, service & government fees.  Airfare is extra.

government fees.  Add only $700 for private room with no roommate.   Airfare is extra.government fees.  Add only $700 for private room with no roommate.   Airfare is extra.

14 Days

Travel 
with Father 

Frank!

and is very active with court duties and two 

European Pilgrimage

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas 

and is very active with court duties and two 
local Catholic schools St. John Elementary 

ore than 300 military and civilian 
supporters gathered at the Massa-

chusetts State House Rotunda to observe 
Mary Jo O’Dwyer Majors become the 
fi rst woman to receive the Veteran of the 
Year Award. Mary Jo was recently received 
as a member of Court Brookline #488 in 
Brookline, Massachusetts, and is a former 
member of JCDA Court LaRabida in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts. She was also one of 
the elected delegates to the fi rst National 
JCDA Convention, held in the early 1960’s. 
Upon receiving the award, Mary Jo thanked 
her faith-fi lled family and the role model-
ing of her mother and the many Catholic 
Daughter leaders who helped nurture her 
strong leadership skills and commitment to 
faith-based values. Formerly a Navy nurse, 
she is currently a Navy recruiter at colleges 

European Pilgrimage

12 Days
Tour the Vatican including an audience (subject to his schedule) with Pope Benedict 
XVI!  Tour Rome’s religious highlights including St. Peter’s Basilica and the Sistine Chapel.  
See ancient Rome, the Colosseum, Spanish Steps, Trevi Fountain, Basilica Santa Maria 
Maggiore and more!  Fly to Lisbon, Portugal; visit Lady of Fatima Church, celebrate 
private Masses at the Basilica of Fatima and Apariciones Chapel of Fatima; and tour 
the Batalha monastery.  Travel to Salamanca, Spain; visit the Old Cathedral and New 
Cathedral; overnight in Valladolid, Spain.  Visit Lourdes, France; celebrate Mass at the 
Grotto of Lourdes.  Take the high-speed train to Paris for two nights.  Wednesday’s Paris 
highlight includes The Shrine of the Miraculous Medal with Mass at the Chapel of Our 
Lady of the Miraculous Medal.  Thursday’s highlights include a full-day tour of Paris 
visiting the Louvre Museum, Eiffel Tower, Basilica of the Sacred Heart and more!  Includes 
8 masses; 10 Breakfasts & 10 Dinners.  
Father Frank Wittouck, SCJ, from Houston, Texas.  He retired as an Army Chaplain in 2010 
yet currently ministers in the Cypress Assistance Ministries.  His recent YMT pilgrimage was 
to the Holy Land. 
government fees.  Add only $700 for private room with no roommate.   Airfare is extra.government fees.  Add only $700 for private room with no roommate.   Airfare is extra.

14 Days
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shoreline and stop in historic Virginia City, Reno, Winnemucca and Elko, Nevada.  In Utah tour the 
world’s largest man-made excavation – the Kennecott Copper Mine; 2, 2/3 miles wide plus the Great 
Salt Lake!  Next tour the unique rocks shaped by wind, water, sun and frost at 
Park
your Catholic group will visit 
the Dixie National Forest.  On Monday, July 2, you’ll arrive at the grandest of all National Parks, 
Grand CanyonGrand Canyon
morning!  Spend the fourth of July in exciting Las Vegas with an included day excursion to 
National Park
Independence Day including free fireworks shows.   Your Chaplain is Father Frank Wittouck, SCJ, 
from Houston, Texas.  He retired as an Army Chaplain in 2010 yet currently ministers in the Cypress 
Assistance Ministries.  His recent YMT pilgrimage was to the Holy Land.  *Price per person based on 
double occupancy.  Plus $149 tax, service & government fees.  Airfare is extra.

government fees.  Add only $700 for private room with no roommate.   Airfare is extra.government fees.  Add only $700 for private room with no roommate.   Airfare is extra.
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and is very active with court duties and two 
local Catholic schools St. John Elementary 

European Pilgrimage

Barbara Schexnaildre (with corsage) with her family.



Nevada Court Member Becomes Judge

Members of Court St. Elizabeth Ann Seton #2131 in Las 
Vegas, Nevada, are proud of Susan W. Scann, a mem-

ber of the court since 1994 who was offically appointed judge 
at her Investiture on January 28, 2011. Two members of the 
court, Clara Centrone and Ida Grieco, were present to support 
Susan and share in her honor of becoming Judge Scann. Susan 
attended Cal Western School of Law in San Diego and was a 
practicing attorney for 34 years, 20 of which were as a partner 
in the law firm Deaner & Deaner, Scann, Malan and Larson. 
Susan attends St. Frances de Sales Church in Las Vegas, where 
she is a eucharistic minister. She is married, with two children.

Honorable Susan W. Scann, left, with Honorable Lloyd D. George, who 
gave the Administration of Oath at the investiture.

Centennial Birthday Celebration
for Ohio Catholic Daughter

Marie Lukacevic, a 64-year member of Court Cabrini 
#1430 in Parma, Ohio, celebrated her 100th birth-

day. Marie had a career as a pediatric and maternity nurse 
and was married for 65 years. She loved watercolor painting, 
gardening and taking care of her horse, “Jim Dandy.” Marie’s 
wish for her 101st birthday is to have a 48-hour day.

Marie Lukacevic holds two of her paintings, including 
one of her horse Jim Dandy.
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Regent Represents
Pennsylvania Court
on Faith Day

Judy Wood, regent of Court Prince Gal-
litzin #2625 in Altoona, Pennsylvania, 
is shown standing next to the Catholic 
Daughters’ display on Faith Day. The Al-
toona-Johnston diocese celebrated Faith 
Day on July 10, 2011 with outdoor Mass 
at the Altoona Curve Baseball Field. Court 
Prince Gallitzen has been in existence for 
just two years and consists of members 
from churches in the Altoona area.



The Catholic Daughters of the Americas 3�

Texas Court Awards 50-Year Pin to Member

Court St. John the Baptist #2073 in 
Alvin, Texas, celebrated its end-of-

the-year dinner and reception on June 
16, 2011. Among the CDA anniversary 
pins presented to members was a 50-year 
pin awarded to Shirley Smaistrla. Shirley 
joined Catholic Daughters in October, 
1960 at Court Our Lady of Victory #234 
in Houston, Texas, and has remained an 
active Catholic Daughter throughout 
family moves to Indiana, Michigan, Il-
linois, Venezuela and Texas.

Left to right are Karen Olsovsky, Shirley’s daughter and third generation CDA member, Shirley 
Smaistrla, and Ann Strouhal, district deputy, who presented Shirley with her anniversary pin.

People

Minnesota Catholic Daughter Celebrates
97th Birthday

Evelyn Roundtree celebrated her 97th birthday at ShaSha Resort on Rainy Lake in Interna-
tional Falls, Montana. She was joined by fellow members of Court St. Margaret Mary #605 
in International Falls, Montana, of which Evelyn has been a member for more than 50 years. 
In the photo seated left to right, are Evelyn’s daughter Cheri Niles, Evelyn Roundtree and 
Evelyn’s daughter Vice Regent Jeanine Alich; standing is Betty Opdahl, Evelyn’s grand-
daughter and Jeanine Alich’s daughter. All are members of Court St. Margaret Mary.

Vermont Elects New 
State Regent

Judy Smith from St. Albans was 
elected Vermont State Regent. Judy 

has been a member of Court St. Mary 
#468 in St. Albans,  for 44 years. She 
has served in many capacities including 
regent, recording secretary, treasurer, 
and state secretary the past two years. 
A nurse for 20 years, Judy retired from 
Northwestern Medical Center in St. Al-
bans as a surgical services nurse. She has 
been married to Jim Smith for 44 years, 
is the mother of five children and has 
seven grandchildren. Judy is a lector at 
St. Mary’s Parish in St. Albans. Court St. 
Mary’s charity fund-raisers benefit from 
the sale of her handmade items. During 
her term, Judy’s priorities will be mem-
bership and retention. 

Vermont State Regent Judy Smith
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BookCorner

Extreme Makeover: 
Women Transformed by Christ,
Not Conformed to the Culture
By Teresa Tomeo
(Ignatius Press, San Francisco, California, 2011)

Reviewed by Peggy Eastman

F or centuries women were judged primarily on outward appearance. 
How they looked helped them fi nd suitable husbands (usually cho-

sen by their fathers), and that was the goal: they were the property of 
men. No wonder the beauty industry has fl ourished and made millions 
since women fi rst rouged their cheeks. Even worse, violence against 
women perpetrated by men has been prevalent down through the ages.

 But as author Teresa Tomeo points out in this book, a woman’s 
goal in life is not to do what it takes to be pleasing to men. The female 
makeover that really matters is internal, not external: a joyful giving of 
the self to Christ. Tomeo hosts “Catholic Connection,” a daily radio 
program syndicated by the EWTN Global Radio Network, and has 
written before about how the popular culture turns young girls and 
women into sex objects. Her message is that Jesus does not care about 
hair coloring, eye shadow, lip gloss, tummy tucks, facelifts or Botox.
Jesus sees us as we really are, and loves what He sees. “There is no better place for a woman to be than in the arms of Christ 
within the Catholic Church,” she writes. And, “The message women and girls need to hear is that true beauty is not a 
physical reality.”

 In this down-to-earth and strongly pro-life book, Tomeo totally rejects the relentless pitch to women today: do 
whatever it takes to be thin and beautiful, even if it costs you your life – and it may. My cousin Betsy died of the eating 
disorder anorexia despite everything I did to help her, so I am especially sensitive to the harm societal media messages 
and advertising can to do women. If only Betsy had read a book like this, maybe she would have realized that Jesus loved 
her exactly as she was, and didn’t care a whit what she weighed.

 Tomeo’s book is enlivened by revealing snippets from her own faith journey and personal testimonies from 
women who found their reason for being in Jesus. For example, Janet Morana, executive director of Priests for Life in 
Metuchen, New Jersey, had a Catholic upbringing, but then distanced herself from Jesus; she walked a sometimes pain-
ful spiritual path back to Him that eventually led her to become involved in pro-life work. 

 An entire chapter in this book is devoted to a personal media reality check and spiritual beauty plan; it inspires 
readers to realize that they are children of God, and thus of inestimable value. “God doesn’t make junk,” Tomeo 
writes. “Never forget that.” She stresses the power of Confession; the value of managing media stimulation and taking 
time for holy silence; the need to remember that the Blessed Mother is watching; the need to study the Scriptures; 
and the need to consider the source of a news story for possible bias. Tomeo cites Internet sources for information on 
the Vatican, Church statements and documents. She also includes questions for reflection. Examples: “Are my media 
habits leading to vanity, selfishness, poor self-esteem, or relationship problems?” “Am I taking time to study God’s 
Word and the teachings of His Church?”



Catholic University celebrates its 125th anniversary

with an ambitious commitment to perform 125,000

hours of service. The students, alumni, faculty, staff,

and administration of the University are united in this 

commitment by bonds of shared history and common

hope for many more fruitful years to come.

Visit www.cua.edu/125
to learn more about the 125th anniversary.
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Celebrating 125 Years



   $12 $20 $25 $30  $45   $____
Check/Money Order

Credit Card # _______  _______  _______  _______

Exp. Date ___ /___ 

Signature (required) ______________________________

Please send ___ Decade of Hearts Bracelet(s). #3486   
($12 suggested donation each)

Name ________________________________________

Address _______________________________________

City ____________________ State_____ ZIP________
E-mail ________________________________________

Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate
National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows

#1210503

Donate Now Toll Free At:

1-888-330-6264
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Central, M-F

Or Visit:
www.oblateusa.org/ads/share

Decade  of  Hearts Bracelet

Zambia. In Kalabo the Oblates have developed 
Agricultural Development Centers that help the local 
people fulfill their dietary needs.  In Lukulu they have 
built a dormitory so that female students can live in a 
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We Work in ...

Shining silver hearts parade in a 
decade of prayer on this delicate rosary 
bracelet.  Accented with a Miraculous 

measures 7 ½ inches long and includes 
a sturdy claw clasp for easy on and 
off wearing.

The Decade of Hearts  
Bracelet will be sent to you in 

more. Your donation will support the 
ministries of the Missionary Oblates as 
we serve poor and needy people in our 
missions around the world.  

Av
ail

ab
le 

fro
m 

th
e M

iss
ion

ar
y 

O
bla

tes

“AlwAys close to the people.”

We are the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate - 

Thank you for your generous support!
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