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Mission Statement
Catholic Daughters of 

the Americas strives to 
embrace the principle of 

faith working through love 
in the promotion of justice, 
equality, and the advance-
ment of human rights and 

human dignity for all.
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A Firm Foundation
Dear ladies,

God’s creations are putting on their makeup. This was an expression I heard from 
my mother many times as we entered fall. With Fall, Mother Nature puts the last 
bright colors into the world until winter ends. Here in the Northeast, Fall brings the 
changing of the color of leaves and the deepening of the pine trees’ hue. I can see 
Mother Nature at work.

On an old poster I have, is this simple message: 
“I could blush with shame if I concealed that Jesus is my foundation. He doesn’t 

change like the shadows. His name sticks to my lips all day. My eyes line up on 
Him only. He polishes my heart and brings gloss to my life. The beauty He gives 
lasts forever. Why settle for just makeup when you can have a complete makeover in 
Jesus.” (Author unknown)

We, as women often put on our colors with makeup. Let’s consider what they can mean for us as Catholic women 
and Catholic Daughters. Eye shadow adds dimension to our eyes. Do our eyes refl ect the love of Jesus and the goodness 
of Mary? Do our eyes see only the best of people? What does your Christian eye shadow tell people? Foundation covers 
imperfections of the skin. Is our deeper foundation in the power of the spirit? Our foundation is our faith. Is our foundation 
strong? Do we work on our imperfections? Lipstick colors our lips. Do our lips speak only the color of love? Do we speak 
with a positive tone? Blush highlights our cheeks. Do we add good thinking to our life? Do we limit those things which 
would bring us less than good messages? 

As Mother Nature adds beauty to our world, we as Catholic women should be adding the color of a bright and practiced 
faith to all around us. We are not like the leaves that change as time goes by but we are the steady pine trees who only 
deepen and stay true to their color. We do change with the times but remain steady and true to our beliefs. 

Our colors, purple and gold, will not fade, will not change and will not run. We, as Catholic Daughters, are sturdy and 
steady supporters of the faith, of unity and of charity. We will be strong. We will be CATHOLIC STRONG! We will be true 
daughters of the Father.

Be positive, be upbeat, be the best you can be. Use your gifts and talents to help your court, community, state and your 
organization. Put on your makeup and know that you are the Jesus many people see. Will your colors add beauty to the 
lives of others? God bless you. 

Anne Nelson

National Regent Anne Nelson
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National Chaplain’s Message

Cherish Each Day
Dear Sisters in Christ,

I pray that you and yours are well. Hopefully it is a beautiful autumn in your part 
of the world.

Fast approaching is, in the words of the Christmas carol, “the most wonderful 
time of the year.” Soon it will be Thanksgiving, Advent, and then Christmas.

Unfortunately, Thanksgiving seems to have become simply a “blip on the radar 
screen” of the year. Where I live, there is so much hype surrounding Halloween and 
then the rush to Christmas Day. I am writing this in the beginning of September, and 
stores are already decorated for and selling Halloween “stuff .” Don’t get me wrong, 
I am not a curmudgeon about Halloween – I like a scary costume and a good ghost 
story* as much as anyone. The ancient Romans had a saying in Latin: “carpe diem” 
– “pluck the day”; they meant it in a very hedonistic way. My suggestion, my plea, is 
that we let each day be its own day, not to rush on to something else. Let’s enjoy the beauty of the autumn season of hardy 
mums and pumpkins, and then move onto the horror of ghosts and goblins.

After Halloween, we have a couple of weeks to think about and plan for the wonderful family day of Thanksgiving. I 
saw a sign in front of a non-Catholic Church one November that read: “Every day is Thanksgiving Day.” Enjoy the weekend 
with family, eat leftovers, and watch football. Again, in my part of the world, Saturday of Thanksgiving weekend has 
become the day to put up the decorations for Christmas.

As Roman Catholics, as Christians, we have the wonderful Season of Advent: a time of waiting, of anticipation, and even 
longing–in the fi rst weeks–for the coming of Christ in glory. In the immortal words of the Beatles “Let it be,” let Advent be 
Advent, not Christmas. This waiting and anticipation of the Advent Season is best symbolized by a pregnant woman. At the 
Church of the Visitation in Ein Kerem in west Jerusalem, there is a statue of a very pregnant Elizabeth greeting Mary who 
is only beginning to show. That’s the picture we should have in our minds when we think about Advent.

As the Church moves through Advent, the last eight days rivet our attention to the coming of Christ in history, 2,000 
years ago. That’s when we start putting out the nativity scene and the other decorations for Christmas. When I was a child, 
my family put up our Christmas tree on the day before Christmas Eve (of course, back then it was a live tree.)

What our secular and commercialized society does not understand is that the Christmas Season begins on December 
25, not ends. If you turn on your radio on December 26, the station will no longer be playing Christmas carols, but back 
to its regular programming. Christmas, for us Catholics, continues for a couple of weeks after December to the middle of 
January – “the 12 days of (after) Christmas.” In our former calendar, Christmas lasted for 40 days until February 2, the 
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the Temple. I leave my tree (now artifi cial) up until then.

This is one of the opportunities we have as Catholic Christians to be counter-cultural. Secular society has “hi-jacked” 
the Christian celebration of the birth of Christ and commercialized it into a consumerist spending frenzy. Let’s take it back.

My best wishes and promise of prayers to you and yours for “the most wonderful time of the year.”
* I am ministering in a church that is 175 years old. I think there is a ghost that inhabits the choir loft and the organist 

has seen one that crosses the sanctuary. 

 Rev. Stephen D. Gosnell, KHS
 National Chaplain
 Baltimore, Maryland
 sgosnell@archbalt.org

Rev. Stephen D. Gosnell, KHS



✦ HOW TO SHARE YOUR FAITH 
WITH ANYONE – A Practical 
Manual of Catholic Evangelization
Terry Barber

Barber, founder of St. Joseph Communica-
tions and popular radio host, presents an 

inspiring, yet practical guide that takes the 
pain and uncertainty out of sharing one’s faith. 
Based on Barber’s decades of personal experi-
ence as an effective evangelist and masterful 
communicator, and drawing on the lessons of 
other great apologists, this work will inform, 
entertain, and inspire both would-be and  
seasoned evangelists and teachers.

 “Barber, one of the Church’s finest 
apologists, presents an excellent book 
that shows how the new evangelization 
requires new apologetics — and why 
Jesus is the answer to the deepest  
questions of the human heart.”

—Archbishop Jose Gomez, Los Angeles
HSFA-P . . . Sewn Softcover, $14.95

✦ BOUNTIFUL GOODNESS
Spiritual Meditations for a Deeper Union 
with Christ – Thomas à Kempis

The Imitation of Christ by Thomas à Kempis 
is the most famous and beloved Christian 

devotional ever written. The simplicity, piety 
and wisdom that readers find in that clas-
sic will also be discovered in these first-time 
English translations of two small books by à 
Kempis combined into one volume, A Little 
Garden of Roses and The Valley of Lilies. The aim 
of these works is to draw the reader to a closer 
union with Jesus. While Imitation sets forth the 
principles of discipleship, the two works in this 
volume offer beautiful spiritual meditations 
and prayers, as well as practical advice for  
living the virtues needed for a deeper union 
with Christ. Thus this unique book by a spiri-
tual master, both inspirational and practical, 
presents powerful meditations with actual 
steps needed to grow in holiness. 
BOGO-P . . . Sewn Softcover, $14.95

✦ 7 SECRETS OF CONFESSION
Vinny Flynn

Flynn, author of the best-seller, 7 Secrets of 
the Eucharist, presents a similar approach 

to the Sacrament of Confession that reveals 7 
key “secrets” or hidden truths about the great 
spiritual beauty, power and depth of Confes-
sion. With inspiring insights about the unique 
sacramental encounter with Jesus, this book  
offers a whole new way of approaching  
Confession, inviting you to begin an exciting 
personal journey to healing and holiness. It 
may change your life.

“Flynn’s ‘7 Secrets’ are like seven explo-
sions that blow away the obstacles keep-
ing us from the Sacrament of Mercy and 
a precious, longed-for encounter with 
the Lord.” —Fr. Michael Gaitley, MIC

SSOC-P . . . Sewn Softcover, $12.95

✦ REASONABLE PLEASURES
The Strange Coherences of Catholicism
Fr. James Schall, SJ 

The renowned professor and writer Schall 
offers a thought-provoking study on the 

relationship between our reason and pleasure, 
showing how reason, religion and pleasure are 
not in conflict with one another. When we look 
at things as having meaning and order, they 
fit together in surprising ways. This coherence 
should bring us joy, and teach us how reason, 
religion and pleasure can work together for  
our benefit. Schall shows us why we have  
many reasons to think that our lives make 
sense, that our pleasures can be reasonable, 
and our reason itself is a pleasure.

“A delightfully provocative examina-
tion of Man’s place in the firmament. 
. . delivered in Fr. Schall’s inimitable 
style—serious matters wrapped in wit 
and wisdom.” —Mary Jo Anderson

RP-P  .  .  . Sewn Softcover,  $16.95

Sharing the Secrets of
FAITH, REASON 

and PLEASURE

P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522 ✦  1 (800) 651-1531

www.ignatius.com

FAITH, REASON 
and PLEASURE
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Majesty of the West

When Catholic Daughters gather for the upcoming convention in Billings, 
Montana, next summer, they will have an opportunity to appreciate 
the majesty of the American West. Montana is a land of wide-open 

spaces, deep blue daytime skies that seem to last forever, sunsets that dazzle the eye 
with shades of orange and ochre and clear night skies strewn with a multitude of 
diamond-chip stars. 

There is something biblical about the American West. When I visited Billings 
to see my niece Alice, who was doing a television news internship there, the star-
spangled night sky reminded me of God’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 15:5-6: 
“Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them…So shall 
your descendants be.” 

I felt very small in Montana. To city dwellers, all that openness is a revelation of 
God’s grandeur; the sheer expanse of Montana’s sweeping terrain has something of the sacred about it. It calls to mind 
psalms that celebrate the sheer power and might of the Maker who, in a wondrous burst of creativity, divided the night 
from the day and the land from the sea and brought into being mountains, rivers, prairies and all the creatures that call 
earth their home. Psalm 8 captures the awe we can experience in the West, and as we read it we feel like exclaiming with 
the psalmist: “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is thy name in all the earth!” And again from psalm 8, “When I look at thy 
heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars which thou has established; what is man that thou art mindful of 
him...?” The wonder is that we, who may feel so small before God’s glory – glory spread out for us like an immense painted 
canvas – are God’s cherished people, beloved members of His family. 

Alice and I took a walk high up on the rim that surrounds Billings, and as I looked down at the town nestled there, I 
thought about God’s people settling and populating the western lands of the United States. What confidence in Him they 
must have had to push ever farther west, not knowing what perils they would face. I think of those hardy people as God-
fearing travelers who packed their much-fingered Bibles in their covered wagons. No doubt they prayed at night for God’s 
protection, turning to the same psalms you and I read today. Did they pray the well-known and beloved 23rd psalm?

Like the travelers who settled the American West, God’s people have been on the move for centuries, braving life-
threatening weather, wild natural disasters, fierce enemies, lack of water and foreign terrain that taxed their strength. At 
God’s command, Abraham (then called Abram) packed up and left his home, family and friends to settle in an alien land 
unknown to him. When he and his wife Sarah (then called Sarai) started out, Abraham had no idea where God was leading 
him. Like any good wife, Sarah must have questioned him, “What did God say? Where will we go?” But Abraham remained 
tight-lipped and steadfast, saying only that the Lord would show them a land where they must dwell. That is confidence 
indeed. That is trust. That is faith. 

Sometimes it is good to be reminded of the vastness of the created world, which once again fills us with awe and 
wonder at what our Creator has done. Sometimes it is good to feel little before the majesty of the Lord, as I did in Montana. 
Sometimes it is good to walk high up – as Alice and I did in Billings – and marvel at the thriving settlements of people who 
braved unknown threats and gathered together to make a home in the west. 

Going west is humbling. It reminds us daily of the One whose immense power created everything that you and I know 
as our earthly home. And so we are moved to pray in the words of Psalm 150: “Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; 
praise him in his mighty firmament! Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his exceeding greatness!”

From the Editor’s Desk

Share Editor Peggy Eastman
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Our “Blessed Inspiration” Diamond Ring is a meaningful 
expression of the faith that grows within your heart! Hand-
crafted of solid sterling silver, the ring features a stunning open 
work design glittering with gorgeous precious diamonds.
 At the centerpiece of the ring is a cross accented with 
a genuine solitaire diamond. The cross is surrounded by 
a heart, sparkling with more diamonds in a pavé setting 
for a total of 5 genuine diamonds! The top and bottom 
of the band are finished with detailed scrollwork. Plus,
the band is elegantly engraved on the inside to form the 
inspirational message:  Faith, Hope, Love.

A Remarkable Value... 
Available for a Limited-Time

This ring is a remarkable value at $129*, payable in 4 easy 
installments of just $32.25 and backed by our 120-day guarantee. 
It arrives in a custom presentation case along with a Certifi cate 
of Authenticity. To reserve, send no money now; just mail the 
Reservation Application today!

A Celebration of God’s Most Precious Gifts!

9345 Milwaukee Avenue · Niles, IL 
60714-1393

RESERVATION APPLICATION                                               SEND NO MONEY NOW

*Plus $9.98 shipping and service. Please allow 4-6 weeks after initial payment for shipment.  
Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance. 

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                                         State        Zip

E-mail (Optional)

 01-15211-001-E50381
LIMITED-TIME OFFER Reservations will be 
accepted on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis.  
Respond as soon as possible to reserve your ring. 

YES.  Please reserve the “Blessed 
Inspiration” Diamond Ring for me as 

described in this announcement. 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.  To assure 
a proper fi t, a ring sizer will be sent to you 
after your reservation has been accepted.

Shown actual size

Features a total of  5 genuine diamonds!

•
Engraved with three inspirational words

•
Hand-crafted in solid sterling silver

www.bradfordexchange.com/15211
  ©2013 BGE  01-15211-001-BI

A Fine Jewelry Exclusive
AVAILABLE FROM THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE 

01_15211_001_BI.indd   1 2/14/13   4:33 PM
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CDAInAction
www.catholicdaughters.org

Illinois Court Chaplain Becomes Naturalized 
U.S. Citizen
Rev. Stanislaw Kos, chaplain of Court Isabella #572, Galena, Illinois, and parochial vicar 
at St. Mary, St. Michael and Holy Trinity Catholic Churches in Galena and Scalemound, 
took an oath at the federal building to become a citizen of the United States. In the 
photo, Regent Paula Soppe stands with newly-naturalized citizen Father Kos with 
the Catholic Daughters’ “Unity and Charity” banner.

 
Idaho Court Hosts Book Review 
Fund-raiser
 
Court Our Lady of the Lake #1447, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, hosted 
its 64th Annual Book Review and Tea Fund-raiser. The book, 
“Fleeing to the Friendly Enemy” by Barbara Ohler-Weber, 
recounts the author’s personal life story and her family’s 
struggles in Romania during and after World War II, while her 
husband was a prisoner of war in Russia. The more than 100 
people who attended, including the author and her daughter 
Inga, enjoyed hearing the story read aloud by Kitty Bassett.

Sitting, left to right, are Rae Tardini, Barbara Ohler-Weber and Bonnie McDowell, past regent. Standing, left to right, are Theresa Gold, Joyce Frink, 
financial secretary, Louise Bluhm, regent, and Sandra Gardner, treasurer.

Massachusetts Hammers  
For Habitat
  
Officers of the Massachusetts State Court joined other 
Catholic Daughters for a productive Habitat for Humanity 
house build in Danvers, Massachusetts, the town where 
Court Henry A. Sullivan #584 is located. In the photo, 
standing in front of the house they were helping to 
build, left to right, are B.J. Cloutman, Massachusetts 
State Regent Judi Shooter, Denise Talbot, Second Vice 
State Regent Patricia Abruzese Johnston, Mary Tiernan, 
Elaine Sousa, Claire Bravo and Haley Tiernan.
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CDAInAction
Catholic Daughters Making a Difference

Nebraska Court Joins  
Fight Against Pornography
Court Little Flower #988, Columbus, Nebraska, held a 
conference on August 6 with the theme “Exposing the 
Darkness: The Truth About Internet Pornography.” Court 
Little Flower worked with three Catholic churches and three 
Knights of Columbus councils in the area to present the event. 
The keynote speaker was Dawn Hawkins, executive director 
of Morality in Media, one of the Catholic Daughters’ national 
charities. Jo Sokol from Court Little Flower was one of the 16 
people on the Anti-Pornography Conference Committee that 
organized the event.

Virginia Catholic Daughters Attend  
Fortnight for Freedom
 
On June 21 at 7 p.m. Virginia Catholic Daughters attended the Fortnight 
For Freedom Opening Mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Baltimore, Maryland. Fortnight for 
Freedom is a campaign initiated by the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops calling upon Catholics to participate in a pledge to religious liberty. 
It lasts for 14 days, from June 21 to July 4. Helen Lynch, regent of Court 
Kavanaugh #54, Alexandria, Virginia, and State Regent Elizabeth Scheuren 
took a moment to pose with the Most Rev. William E. Lori, archbishop of 

Baltimore. To view Archbishop Lori’s homily, visit: http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/religious-liberty/fortnight-
for-freedom/2013-fortnight-for-freedom-opening-homily-archbishop-william-lori.cfm

Campus Court Member  
On a Mission to Iceland
 
Marianne T. Green, from Campus Court Our Lady of 
Good Counsel #2434, Washington, D.C., joined a popular 
mission trip to Iceland this year from June 16 – June 
26. Working alongside other American missionaries 
and members of the Religious Family of the Incarnate 
Word, she helped organize oratories for 50 children and 
conducted house visits for a growing Catholic community 
in the Asbrú-Reykjavik region of Iceland.  

Left to right are Lucille Drake, member of the WRAP (White Ribbons 
Against Pornography) family, Dawn Hawkins, Jo Sokol, Lois Kuta, 
secretary of the Anti-Pornography Committee and Lou Rosno, regent 
of Court Queen of Peace #2227, Grand Island, Nebraska.

Mother Reina de los Cielos, SSVM, and Marianne Green demonstrate 
the different ways table groups have illustrated the Holy Spirit.
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Blankets and Operation Homefront

Supporting our  
Military Families:  
A Virginia Story
By Elizabeth Scheuren
Virginia State Regent

With contributions from Christine Hyatt, 
past Virginia state regent, and Helen 
Lynch, regent of Court Kavanaugh, 
# 54, Alexandria, Virginia
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I 

n spirit with the resolution approved at the 2010 CDA National Convention in 

Buffalo, New York, that each court should have a project to support the military, 

Virginia Catholic Daughters took action when they returned from the convention.

There were many projects, big and small, long and short, that 
began in the past few years. Here we provide some information 
on two of these—that are still ongoing and thriving—Blankets of 
Hope and Operation Homefront.

Blankets of Hope
The Blankets of Hope project began in December, 2010, at Court 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help #2206 in Newport News, Virginia. 
In partnership with Soldiers’ Angels, court members get 
together each month and make “no sew” blankets for wounded 
warriors. These blankets are shipped to Landstuhl Regional 
Medical Center near Kaiserslauten, Germany. Landstuhl is 
where the military received the wounded service members 
airlifted from war zones in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Each court member pays for the fabric. It takes four yards 
of material and approximately three hours to make a twin-size 
blanket. The average cost is $20 per blanket. Shipping is another 
$28 per box of nine or 10 blankets. The court tries to ship at 
least one box each month. The court occasionally receives 
donations to pay for shipping. In 2011, two local Disabled 
American Veterans chapters gave $500 toward shipping costs. 
More than 400 blankets have been sent to Germany. A note is 
pinned to each blanket shipped: “This blanket was made with 
Love and Hope for your recovery.”

“Of course, the Army has blankets,” said Christine Hyatt. 
“But these are special. They are made by someone from home, 
with love. And the wounded warriors can keep these blankets.”

Below is gracious letter received from a Wounded Warrior 
expressing gratitude for his blanket:

Hello Catholic Daughters of America,
I’m a Wounded Warrior patient at Langstuhl 

Regional Medical Center in Germany and I was given 
a blanket that you made. Specifically, it said that is was 
made by Irma Troutt. It’s very nice and it has kept me 
warm and comfortable during my stay here. I wanted to 
thank you for your kindness and generosity and I would 
appreciate it if you could pass along my thanks to Ms. 
Troutt, as well.

Sincerely,
CW2 Ken Geary
10th Combat Aviation Brigade
US Army

To get involved, go to: soldiersangels.org/blankets-of-hope.
html and follow the link to no sew blankets. All the information  
as to size of blankets, how to construct them and where to  
send them will be available there, or contact Chris Hyatt at 
hyattcv@hotmail.com

About Soldiers’ Angels
Soldiers’ Angels is a volunteer-led 501(c) (3) nonprofit 
organization whose mission is to provide aid and comfort to 
the men and women of the U.S. Army, Marines, Navy, Air Force, 
Coast Guard and their families and go enable volunteers to 
improve the lives of a growing veteran population. 

Founded in 2003 by the mother of two American soldiers, 
hundreds of thousands of Soldiers’ Angels “Angel” volunteers 
assist veterans, wounded and deployed personnel and 
their families in a variety of ways. For more information:  
www.soldiersangelsgermany.org. 

Operation Homefront
Court Kavanaugh #54 took a different approach to the call to 
support U.S. military personnel. The court first voted to support 
this activity in May 2011. A wounded warrior committee 
was formed. After many meetings and much research, the 
committee decided to focus fundraising efforts to assist women 
wounded warriors and their caregivers.

In June 2011, the committee met with Vivian Dietrich, 
executive director of the Washington, D.C. Metro Chapter 

All in a day’s work!  Front row, left to right, Mary Trainum, Gloria Topp 
and Doris Barbeau. Second row, left to right, Christine Hyatt, Barbara 
Massey and Kathy Schoenberg.  Third row, left to right, Irma Troutt, 
Mary Carr, Sandra Oslavicki, Gertie Riddick, Emily Petro and Ivy D. Lee.
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of Operation Homefront. Dietrich is the wife of an army 
colonel who served in Iraq. Dietrich explained that Operation 
Homefront gives 95 percent of funds raised directly to the 
cause chosen by the donating organization (in the nonprofit 
world, having 85 percent of total revenue going to programs is 
considered excellent.).

Operation Homefront is also one of the handful of 
organizations in the country that received a five-star rating—
the highest possible—from Charity Navigator. They also 
received a prestigious “A” rating from the American Institute 
of Philanthropy (AIP) for five years in a row. AIP’s ratings 
are widely considered to be the most stringent in the sector 
concerning financial stewardship. These ratings won the 
court’s trust. 

In September 2011, the membership voted unanimously to 
enter into a year-long partnership with Operation Homefront 
D.C. Metro Chapter. The court initiated monthly projects to 
support wounded warriors and their families. Wounded service 
members were welcomed to Fort Belvoir’s newly-built Dewitt 
Army Community Hospital. 

With a different theme each month, the court encouraged 
parishioners to support wounded warriors by dropping off gift 
cards in the offertory baskets at Sunday Masses. The kickoff 
event was in November 2011 with “Operation Buy a Pie.” Harris 
Teeter donated 400 pies. The court, through the generosity of 
the church and school communities, netted more than $6,000. 
The proceeds went to the Hooah Lounge at the Dewitt Army 
Medical Center at Fort Belvoir.

In addition to the monthly projects, members volunteered 
with Operation Homefront D.C. Metro at the December 
Christmas parties at Bethesda Naval Hospital and Fort Belvoir 

for wounded warriors and their families.
In 2013, Court Kavanaugh hosted the first annual 5K 

Run/Walk for Wounded Warriors’ Caregivers. It took place 
on Saturday, October 19 at Cameron Run Regional Park in 
Alexandria, Virginia. This fundraising event was open to 
individuals and families. The court was looking for sponsors 
and hoped to attract at least 400 participants.

Court Kavanaugh and Operation Homefront wish to honor 
the sacrifices of the many wounded warriors’ caregivers. We 
recognize the caregivers’ daily struggles. They are the forgotten 
ones who work tirelessly to encourage the healing of their 
loved ones.

About Operation Homefront
A national nonprofit, Operation Homefront leads more than 
4,500 volunteers with a nationwide presence who provide 
emergency and other financial assistance to the families of 
service members and wounded warriors. Operation Homefront 
has met more than 750,000 needs of military families since 
its inception in 2002. For more information, go to www.
OperationHomefront.net

In the Washington, D.C. Metro region in 2012, Operation 
Homefront provided 175 baby bundles to expectant military 
moms, 4,575 filled backpacks to military 
children, adopted 85 military families 
during the Holiday season and distributed 
nearly 230,000 Dollar Tree toys to military 
children (www.OperationHomefront.net/
dcmetro). 

Elizabeth Scheuren, Virginia State Regent

Left to right are Court Kavanaugh #54 members Pat Richards, Sandee Tuccio, Helen Lynch, Erin Orlich and Nancy Chicoski at Fort Belvoir Christmas Party.
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Strong protection needed

Rights of the Unborn 
By Margaret Sitte

F 

orty years ago the Supreme Court ruled that unborn human beings aren’t persons 

under the law and don’t have the right to life. In the Roe v. Wade decision, the judges said 

that if the personhood of the unborn were ever established, their case would collapse.

Their case is collapsing all over the country. In the past 40 
years, science has advanced in ways previously unimagined. 
Sonograms have opened a window to the womb where parents 
can see their children suck their thumbs and kick their feet. 
Doctors perform surgery on the unborn, and premature babies 
are being saved at younger ages than ever before imagined.

Thanks to DNA research, scientists have proved that life 
begins at conception when a unique DNA is formed. We now 
know that gender is determined at conception. Once the heart 
starts to beat a few weeks later, that heart will continue to beat 
until death, 60, 80 or 100 years later. 

When a drunk driver kills a pregnant woman, states 
prosecute for two lives lost. If someone punches a woman, 
causing her to miscarry, he or she may face charges for murder. 
The courts have repeatedly found that the states have a 
compelling interest to protect both life and potential life. 

We pass laws to protect bald eagle eggs because someday 
they will be bald eagles. We would be appalled at anyone who 
would smash dozens of bald eagle eggs. When animals are 
mistreated and left to die in the cold, the state prosecutes for 
animal cruelty. When a classroom of children is killed on the 
East Coast, we all recoil in horror. 

But each week in Fargo, North Dakota, 25 unborn children are 
torn limb from limb. That’s a classroom of children eliminated 
every week, 100 per month, 1200 per year, or 50,000 people in 
these 40 years, enough to populate a major North Dakota city. 

Does a person have a right to choose to smash eagle’s eggs? 
Does a person have a right to choose to mistreat animals? Does 
a person have a right to choose to open fire in a school? Does 
anyone have the right to choose to end another human being’s 
precious life? 

What about the rights of the unborn? When do they acquire 

rights? Only at birth? What about babies born months early? 
Who has the right to say, “This day you have the right to live 
and the day before you don’t?” 

After all, the Supreme Court has been wrong before. The 
Dred Scott decision said black people couldn’t be considered 
persons under the law. The current argument of the court says 
unborn people can’t be considered persons under the law. 

When it comes to medical conditions threatening the life 
and health of the mother, doctors have always treated the 
mother, realizing the baby can’t make it without her. 

For many favoring abortion, however, the choice is that the 
baby should be sacrificed so they can do what they want. Isn’t 
that a slippery slope? No wonder child abuse and infanticide 
have increased in the past forty years. How society treats life in 
one regard has ripple effects throughout the culture.

The word “abortion” has come to be accepted in society, but 
the recent case of Dr. Kermit Gosnell in Philadelphia has pointed 
out the horrific conditions in which these lives are ended. The 
documentary 3801 Lancaster tells the facts of the story.

In 2006, a South Dakota legislative committee interviewed 
more than 2,000 post-abortive women. The ensuing South 
Dakota Abortion Task Force Report showed that 99 percent of 
the women suffered psychological, physical, emotional and/
or spiritual effects. Abortion not only kills children; it wounds 
women very deeply, even though they may 
not realize it for years. 

If society really cares about what’s 
best for women and children, we will love 
them both and support them when they 
need help. 

Margaret Sitte
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Elaine Hemann
Arkansas

Jacqueline Ringo
Idaho

Judith Shooter
Massachusetts

Melody Ciaravino
California

Trinidad Cantu
Illinois

Marialice Sagan
Michigan

Evelyn Irving
Colorado

Rose Holschlag
Iowa

Ellen Huneke
Minnesota

Amy Stavola
Connecticut

Ellen Corbello
Louisana

Carol Schaff 
Montana

Delia Funnell
Florida

Maureen O’Reilly-O’Shea
Arizona

Delease Ryce
Maryland

Rosemary Shald
Nebraska

                   Meet Your 
State Regents
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Marian Kazmerczyk
Nevada

Essie Walker
North Carolina

Peg Rafferty
Pennsylvania

Elizabeth Scheuren
Virginia

 Linda Bergeron
New Hampshire

Kathy Kennedy
North Dakota

Marisol Pena Miranda
Puerto Rico

Christy Ann Hall
Washington State

Dolores Berardicelli
New Jersey

Margi Oller
Ohio

Barbara Wiechmann
South Dakota

Ana McBayne
Washington D.C.  

Territorial

Delfinia Schmitt
New Mexico

Patricia Holcomb
Oklahoma

Peggy Rosales
Texas

Carol Bogacz
West Virginia

Mary Ziesig
New York

Mary Saunders
Oregon

Judith Smith
Vermont

Theresa Laflamme
Wisconsin



ABOVE: First Vice National Regent Helene Shepard during a skit. 
RIGHT: National Regent-Elect Shirley Seyfried becomes “Farmer 
Shirley” while national board members look on as part of a skit.

LEFT: The Anointing of the Sick. ABOVE: Left to right, Wisconsin State Regent Theresa 
Lafl amme, Mark Etling, from the Missionary Association of Mary Immaculate, who 
organized and led the tour of churches, and Virginia State Secretary Eileen Dumansky.

ABOVE: Immediate Past National Regent 
Joanne Tomassi, left, with Oregon First 
Vice State Regent Irene Duda.
RIGHT: The National Board, with 
celebrants after Mass at Our Lady of the 
Snows Church.
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State Offi  cers conference

Nurturing the Vine 
of Christ: Experiencing 

Growth in the New Term
By Sherry Nilles

National Secretary-Treasurer
Photos by Tom Panas

Location, location, location. Isn’t that most important when changes are being 

made in living or lifestyle?
Our Lady of the Snows Shrine in Belleville, Illinois, is the perfect 

location for making leadership changes in our lives as we serve as 
new state offi  cers in the Catholic Daughters of the Americas.

As women and as Catholic Daughters, we are always 
experiencing growth from the nurturing received from other 
women in our lives…our mothers, grandmothers, friends, 
working associates and especially members of the Catholic 
Daughters. Keeping that in mind, this is a brief view of a fabulous 
weekend (July 11-13, 2013) of learning, sharing and growing with 
state leaders in the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. 

Breaking Ground is the fi rst step in starting growth. The 
social, dinner and ice breaker on Thursday evening helped start 
the process by greeting fellow state leaders to learn the changes 
that occurred in their lives since Last Year’s Harvest. Education, 
newsletter and scholarship winners were announced and 
applauded. Confl ict resolution, part two, continued the process 
of handling critical problems that happen in every court.

Friday was a very special day that started with Holy Mass 
and a Pilgrimage to three St. Louis Catholic Churches: St 
Joseph’s Basilica, the Cathedral of St. Louis and St. Vincent de 
Paul Catholic Church. Each church was unique and presented a 
view of the history of Catholicism as it moved across the United 
States in the 1800s.

Returning from the pilgrimage, the conference continued 
with Sowing Seeds. Good seeds include prayer, setting goals, 
communicating and building teams. None of these are possible 
without spirituality and a heart for service. 

To accomplish the goal of Training the Vine, the leaders 

of the Catholic Daughters must be given direction. District 
deputies, state representatives, delegating, ceremonials and 
protocol all help with training the vine so others can blossom 
as Catholic Daughters.

Watching Them Bloom is all about membership. It is truly a 
delight to see a new member grow in faith, hope and love through 
membership in the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. The 
membership team wrote a wonderful skit that included having 
fun with our fellow Catholic Daughters and explaining our many 
programs. Standing rules help give direction for each court and 
save time by listing actions necessary for keeping the court on task.

Nourishing and Fertilizing is vital for growth in the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas. Is there any better way of nourishing 
our souls than with the Anointing of the Sick? This was the 
fi rst opportunity some of the state offi  cers had to receive this 
healing sacrament. How good is our loving God.

Nourishing continued with workshops giving support and 
answering questions for regents, vice regents, secretaries and 
treasurers. Also included with nourishing and fertilizing was 
how to make a budget and the proper procedure for completing 
a fi nancial review.

The Final Touches were provided by 
a workshop on bullying, the 1903 Society 
presentation and answering any questions. 
National Regent Anne Nelson drew a 
winning ticket from the Calendar. 

Sherry Nilles, National Secretary-Treasurer
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The 1903 Society

Do you have a 
Piece of the Pie?

By Helene Shepard
First Vice National Regent, 1903 Society Chairman

Just because you are not in physical proximity to the “Grand Old Lady” on 10 West 71st 

Street in New York City does not mean that you don’t need to be involved in this project. 
This is not a regional project. The CDA Headquarters in 

New York is our National building and it belongs to all of us. 
It needs to be maintained by all of us. It is the information and 
operations center of our society. However, only 50 percent of 
the states have participated in this project. They are doing the 
lion’s share of support. It’s time for you to “Take the Pledge!”

Most likely, some courts have not responded yet due to 
simple oversight. Perhaps the project was not brought up at a 
meeting or the check never got written or you thought there 
was still time to get involved. Well, you are in luck. There is still 
time to get involved! Don’t wait any longer. You can get your 
state in the project and claim your piece of the pie. 

All state courts and individuals who have completed 
their pledge will be recognized at the National Convention in 
Billings, Montana. However, all payments must be made by 
May 15, 2014. They will receive a plaque and be given a 1903 
ribbon for all to know of their generosity. 

Now is the time to pledge in order to: 
• Join your CDA sisters in preserving OUR National 

Headquarters.
• Give a truly meaningful gift.
• Memorialize a friend or loved one.
• Honor an outstanding offi  cer in your court or state.
• Make an individual pledge.

For more information check out catholicdaughters.org 
or contact:

First Vice National Regent Helene Shepard
1903 Society National Chairman
PO Box 455, Washingtonville, NY 10992
845/496/9213, misshelene2000@yahoo.com

Congratulations and Thank You
The following states are participating in the project:

AR AZ CA CT FL IA LA

MA MD MN MT NC NE NH 

NJ NM NV NY OH OK OR

PA PR TX VA VT WA WV

C
ofD A

®
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The Labouré Society

Delivering Vocations by 
Removing Student Loans 

By Tom Panas

D 

id you know that most dioceses and religious communities require that 

individuals be free of student loans before entering formation? This can be a 

formidable if not overwhelming challenge, especially given the enormous cost of 

education today, currently much in the news

Indeed, of an estimated 10,000 individuals discerning a 
religious or priestly vocation in the United States each year, 42 
percent are blocked from pursuing this calling because they are 
repaying educational loans. This is a sad situation, especially at 
a time when the Church is in such need of vocations.

The Labouré Society (TLS) offers guidance and a solution. 
One of the Catholic Daughter National Charities, TLS helps 
individuals resolve student loans so they can enter formation. 
Since it began in 2003, The Society has assisted hundreds 
seeking vocations, awarding over $2.5 million in grants 
(disbursing $2 million) and creating “a network of thousands 
of praying singles, families, religious, priests and bishops.” 
Founder and Executive Director Cy Laurent believes that “a 
‘springtime’ of these vocations is at hand” and that “assisting 
them through The Society presents an eternal return-on-
investment opportunity with full tax deductibility.” 

An individual who receives help from TLS is accepted into The 
Labouré Society’s program and called an Aspirant. Each Aspirant 
participates in training and is matched with an “AP Volunteer.” 
These volunteers are successful Catholic professionals who 
are a source of weekly encouragement and accountability for 
Aspirants during their 6 month fundraising and evangelization 
program with TLS. There are currently 14 AP Volunteers from 
around the nation. Share magazine was fortunate to speak with 
AP Volunteer Frank Moore of Missouri, a Harvard MBA and 
Land O Lakes executive, to learn more about his participation. 

Share: How long have you 
been an AP volunteer?
As a board member, I was invited 
to become an Accountability 
Partner (AP) Volunteer. With 
my background in sales and 
leadership, TLS thought I 
would be a good accountability 
partner for Aspirants and I’ve 
been honored and moved by 
the experience of working 
with these young priests and 
religious to be.

Share: What motivated you to accept?
I first learned about TLS on a radio broadcast and was moved 
to fly to Minnesota and meet with TLS staff in person to learn 
more. There, several compelling reasons were solidified: 
(1) The Labouré Society has a clear and important mission 
that is growing in demand with the great need for priests 
and religious; (2) Participation is a tangible way for the laity 
to help increase vocations (3) the courage and passion of 
Aspirants called to Catholic religious life today is inspiring, 
and (4) there is wisdom in helping individuals start their 
lifelong vocations, which will benefit countless others whom 
they serve in this life and eternally. 

Cy Laurent, founder and 
executive director.
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Share: What was it about TLS that attracted you?
By delivering vocations to priesthood and religious life, we are 
supplying the necessary individuals to serve in so many ways – 
parishes, schools, hospitals, the elderly, the poor, prisons, the 
hungry and so on. It’s one charity that is helping so many more, 
including, primarily, our Catholic Church. Can you imagine 
losing all these vocations and their good work as we close 
parishes and schools simply because of student loans?

Share: What differentiates the Labouré Society from 
other organizations that might help?
TLS focuses on women and men with student loans that other 
Catholic organizations cannot typically tackle. For example, if 
someone has $5,000 or less in loans, they might receive assistance 
at their local parish or diocese. However, men and women with 
$5,000 to $100,000 or more, often come to us with literally 
nowhere else to turn if they hope to become a priest or religious. 
As a donor, volunteer and parent of daughters in Catholic 
universities, I also like the fact that TLS only works with Aspirants 
who have been accepted by their dioceses or communities.

Share: Can you explain the process by which you work 
with Aspirants and how you help them?
TLS supports Aspirants in a six-month program or ‘class’ 
consisting of three parts: training preparation (book reading, 
vocation story writing), an intensive three-day training 
weekend (prayer, photo and video recording , learning), and 
weekly accountability coaching and monthly class calls – that’s 
where we AP Volunteers really play a role. We teach them how 
to share their story, spread a culture of vocation discernment 
to priesthood and religious life, and become involved in fund-
raising for vocations like theirs in the process. They each speak 
with hundreds of people. It is a form of ministry with a lot of 

personal and spiritual growth – and many opportunities for 
evangelization. The Aspirants need financial assistance and 
our Church needs more vocations so TLS steps in to assist both.

Share: Does the program ever extend beyond six months?
If an Aspirant has a large need (e.g. more than $40,000), they 
may participate in more than one six month class until they 
receive enough grant dollars to resolve their educational loans. 
I may continue to work with them or they may have a different 
AP Volunteer.

Share: What happens if an Aspirant begins working 
with The Labouré Society and then leaves formation?
TLS makes quarterly pre-payments while an individual is in 
formation. If they leave, they resume their own loan payments. 
That helps TLS be responsible with donor funds and the 
Aspirants can discern freely. 

Share: Are the majority of your Aspirants men or women?
The split is approximately 60 percent women entering 
religious life and 40 percent men entering diocesan or religious 
priesthood or brotherhood. We love working with all. 

Share: Can you give a real-life example of your 
experience with an Aspirant?
Yes, in our spring class this year, I was privileged to serve as 
the weekly accountability coach for a terrific young woman. At 
the start, she never questioned God’s calling to be a Sister but 
she wondered if she could find donors inspired by her calling 
enough to donate toward vocations, give referrals, and pray for 
her. She raised $45,000 in less than six months, learned she has 
tremendous support for her vocation, and encouraged many.

Summer 2013 class which just concluded in July. Many are now entering formation.

Continued on page 22



The Labouré Society

Good news! Thousands of devoted young people want to be our beloved 
priests and nuns... 

And you can help them. 

You can be an  
answer to prayer and 
support vocations  
to our Church. 

With your help,  
individuals like  
Megan Spelic,  
can overcome  
the financial  
obstacles of  
entering  
religious life.

She is ready to serve. Please be willing to help.

Meet Megan Spelic

Megan wants to  
serve our elders
as a Little Sister  

of the Poor.

“The Little Sisters  
have taught me  

that our dear  
Lord suffices 

and when  
you live for 

Him, there’s 
nothing  
to lose.”

Go to LaboureSociety.org to learn more about all the 
ways to give; including our planned giving program.

___YES! I will support those called and help to end the shortage of priests and religious.

The Labouré Society is a National Charity of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. Your donation of ANY amount 
can be received online at LaboureSociety.org OR by sending a check payable to The Labouré Society.

___$25   __$50   __$100   __$500   __$(as you wish)     TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Please mail to: The Labouré Society • 1365 Corporate Center Curve, Suite 104, Eagan, MN 55121.
For more information and to learn about leaving a legacy, call 651.452.1160 or visit LabouréSociety.org.
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Share: That’s a true success story. 
Yes. This summer, she received a $35,000+ grant from TLS and she 
started religious formation shortly thereafter. She and her religious 
community are ecstatic. I have plans to visit her at the monastery 
this fall and be her fi rst visitor. Her community serves in education, 
health, catechesis, evangelization and services to the poor.

Share: What would you say is your favorite part about 
being an AP volunteer?
Witnessing the fruit of God’s work through this organization 
and when Aspirants are ordained and profess their vows. You 
see the Holy Spirit in action everywhere through the Aspirants 
and The Labouré Society. The journey with them includes so 
much emotional and spiritual encouragement during countless 
encounters with potential supporters and challenges to their 
calling to be a priest, religious sister or brother from those who 
question the vocation – oftentimes even from family members. 

Share: Are all donors Catholic?
We have many non-Christians donate because they admire the 
Aspirants’ calling to a lifetime of public service at a very modest 
income or as a free service. 

Share: This story will be read by 70,000 member 
reader Catholic Daughters of the Americas for 
whom The Labouré Society is a Catholic Daughter 
National Charity. Is there anything you’d like to say 
to them?
Thank you! May God richly bless you personally and your 
organization for your prayers and fi nancial partnership. 
Since the majority of our Aspirants are women, the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas can uniquely appreciate the 
importance of these young women to the future of our Catholic 
Church in the United States and worldwide. Please see the ad 
we have taken out in this issue of Share. We want to support 
the Catholic Daughters as you support us. Also, please contact 
our headquarters for more information and to help deliver 
our new vocations to the Church (www.
LaboureSociety.org or 651-452-1160). 

The Labouré Society is currently 
accepting applications for the next class of 
Aspirants: Winter 2014.

Tom Panas

Continued from page 20
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Nurturing your court 

Growing Catholic Daughters
By Mary Ann Kizer

National Director, Membership Chairman

W 

ith the summer growing season a fond memory, Catholic Daughter courts are in 

full swing with fall activities. Do you have plans to grow your CDA court numbers this year? 

National Regent Anne Nelson’s theme, “I am the vine, you 
are the branches,” reminds us that branches need the vine 
to grow. Consider your court as the vine that needs tilling, 
watering, and fertilizing. Members, including prospective 
members, are the branches who will blossom and flourish in 
due time. 

Some members think, “The best way to garden is to put on a 
wide-brimmed straw hat and some old clothes. And with a hoe 
in one hand and a cold drink in the other, tell somebody else 
where to dig.” – Texas Bix Bender, Don’t Throw in the Trowel. 

Each court needs a membership chairman, co-chairman, 
and committee members so the “tilling” can get underway. 
Begin with a goal that is written down. Do you want five, 
10, 15, or 20 new members? Do you want to win $500 in the 

National Membership Contest? With a goal set, membership 
recruitment plans can begin. 

Set up a CDA display, “Growing Catholic Daughters,” in 
your church entry. Purple and yellow flowers will attract 
attention when mixed in with CDA Share magazines, a statue of 
Mary, the book, “Catholic Daughters of the Americas: A Century 
in Review,” Circle of Love and National Project’s posters, and a 
watering can with the CDA decal. Use your imagination.

 CDA Sunday, October 20, is a great day to grow Catholic 
Daughters. Be visible in your parish during Mass. Officers wear 
CDA robes, members wear purple, and all process in with the 
priest. Knights of Columbus can be involved as Honor Guards. 
CDA members serve as Eucharistic ministers, lectors, and 
song leaders. At the end of Mass, the regent or membership 
chairman gives a membership recruitment message. A sample 
is in “Tools of the Trade,” Page 1-15. 

After Mass, gather CDA members on the church steps with 
the parish priest for a photo. Gloria Morkert, regent of Court 
Saint Theresa #980, Sterling, Colorado, uses this photo on 
one side of small cards. The other side has a message inviting 
Catholic women to join CDA, with meeting location, dates, and 
times. The photo is printed on cardstock postcards and mailed 
to prospective members with invitations for special events. 
Your CDA Court can grow with this personal, “fertilizer” 
invitation. 

As you recruit new CDA members, 
remember, “Gardening requires lots 
of water - most of it in the form of 
perspiration.” —Lou Erickson. May your 
CDA Courts flourish. 

Mary Ann Kizer, National Director, 
Membership Chairman
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Confl ict 
Management 
101: Part II
Preventing confl icts before they arise
By Sheila Storey, National Director
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I 

n Part I, I discussed why we have conflict, where it comes from and how to recognize 

it. We learned that conflicts are natural and inevitable consequences of life. They have 

been around since Adam and Eve.

If we approach conflict with a hostile, confrontational, 
“my way or the highway” attitude, we are certain to wind up 
with a dysfunctional court teetering on collapse. The million 
dollar question is how to deal with it. Let’s look at ways we 
can prevent conflicts before they arise (or at least lessen their 
impact). The following are some suggestions using resources 
we already have:

Develop a Culture of Civility in Your Courts. As children we 
learned how to resolve issues when they happened. It wasn’t 
always fun and games with the other neighborhood kids. 
Sometimes we didn’t agree, and there were times we did not like 
each other. Yet we knew we had to address the issue and move 
on. If we didn’t, eventually we would not have any playmates. 
Unfortunately, many adults have forgotten those early lessons. 
To cope with lack of respect, private and secular organizations 
have established various codes of conduct designed to deal with 
unacceptable behavior and its consequences. They include 
agreements to:

• Respect one another even when disagreements arise,
• Work for a compromise that is in the best interest of the 

parties involved.
• Act in good faith, and
• Promote the organization in a positive manner. (Negative 

comments are like a cancer to an organization: they seem to 
multiply and destroy everything in their path.)

How do we develop a culture of civility? First, we can address 
respect for one another in our court’s standing rules and involve 
our members in developing their local court’s guidelines. The 
process will only work if everyone feels they have voices in the 
process. If everyone has an open mind and lots of patience, your 
court can emerge with a renewed sense of purpose.

District Deputies – Our First Line of Prevention. District 
Deputies play a vital role in preventing and resolving conflicts 
when they arise. To fully understand how vital their role is, 
let’s consider their duties pertaining to conflict management as 
outlined in the CDA Tools of the Trade.

• Encouraging and mentoring courts’ growth and 
development

• Promoting the abilities of members and encouraging them 
to run for local and state offices

• Acting as an arbiter of disputes and controversies when 
needed, thus avoiding the need to appeal to the State Court

• Having a thorough knowledge of the State Court’s agenda, 
Circle of Love Program, and any special state and or national 
charities including special activities, and sharing that 
information with their assigned courts on a regular basis

• Giving suggestions on how to improve the court’s 
productivity and organization

• Encouraging attendance and participation in state and 
national workshops, conferences and conventions

• Providing guidance in the enforcement of the national 
bylaws and local standing rules

• Attending their assigned courts’ semi-annual financial 
reviews
As you can see, a knowledgeable and caring district deputy 

is worth her weight in gold. 

Reaffirm Our Membership in Catholic Daughters. We 
reaffirm our dedication as Catholics when we recite the 
Apostle’s Creed, our marriage commitment when we renew 
our vows and loyalty to our country when we pledge allegiance 
to our flag at the beginning of our CDA meetings. Why not 
reaffirm our commitment to our Order by periodically reciting 
our membership pledge during our meetings. This will not only 
remind us why we joined Catholic Daughters but also why we 
are still members. 

In conclusion, we can overcome any obstacle so long as 
we deal with conflicts in a timely manner, with strength and 
compassion while remembering:

We are sisters...
We are family...
We are Catholic Daughters.

(Part III will focus on Strategies for 
Successful Resolutions.) 

Sheila Storey, National Director
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FocusOnYouth

Iowa Court Awards Three Youth Scholarships 
Under the Circle of Love Education Program, Court Ave Maria # 269, 
Sioux City, Iowa, awarded three scholarships to students entering 
Bishop Heelan Catholic High School. Scholarship applications are 
submitted and reviewed based upon what a Catholic education 
means to that 8th grade student’s life. Applicants are also asked 
to submit a recommendation from their principal or teacher. In the 
photo, left to right, are the three scholarship winners: Madeline 
Lamson from Holy Cross School and Blessed Sacrament parish; 
Valeria Magana, who was a student at Sacred Heart School; and 
Tera Rethman from Mater Dei/Nativity School.

New York Court Holds  
Contest Reception
 
Court Joan of Arc #604, Haverstraw, New York, 
held its annual Education Contest reception at 
the Knights of Columbus Hall in Haverstraw. Three 
Catholic schools participated in the contest. In the 
photo, front row, left to right, are contest winners 
Erin Santos and Indiana Jourdain, Mary Ann 
Hartala, education contest chair, Jeyvin Rodrigues, 
first -place winner, Lucy Volpe, treasurer, and Eileen Peterson, recording secretary. Back row, left to right, are Margaret 
Hamilton, principal, St. Peter’s School, Haverstraw, and a member of Court Joan of Arc, Olga Blizzard, financial secretary, 
and Barbara Capria, regent. 

New York Juniors Receive  
Marian Medal
Four members of the Junior Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
Court Rita #264, Cornwall, New York, were awarded the Marian 
Medal by Most Rev. Cardinal Timothy Dolan, Archbishop of New 
York, during the Annual Scouting Celebration at St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral in New York. The National Catholic Committee on Girls’ 
Organizations created Mary, the First Disciple (the Marian Medal) 
to help young women ages 12-15 grow closer to God through 
imitation of Mary’s life of prayer and service. They meet Mary 
in Scripture as a young teenager and follow her journey as she 
becomes a woman and Mother of God.

Left to right, are Patricia Whelan, treasurer, Jacqueline Hogan, 
Johanna Caufaglione, president and Stella DiCocco, secretary. 
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North Dakota Court Holds  
May Crowning
Court St. Elizabeth #170, Minot, North Dakota, held a May Crowning at 
Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church. Three recent first communicants 
processed into the church accompanied by Rev. Bruce Krebs, court 
chaplain and pastor, while the congregation sang a Marian song. At 
the beginning of Mass, the three girls placed a crown of flowers on 
the head of the statue of Mary for the May crowning. In the photo, left 
to right, are Sabryn Ronning, Marion Humble and Brea Thompson.

Texas Court Announces Youth  
Scholarship
Court Mother of Serenity #2466, Weatherford, Texas, raised funds 
through its Annual Craft Fair in November to be used for a $500 
scholarship for a deserving 2013 graduating senior. To qualify, the 
student is required to be a member of St. Stephen Catholic Church in 
Weatherford or the family member of a Catholic Daughter. Participating 
students were asked to fill out an application and write a short essay 
with the theme “My life as a reflection of good.” The award, presented 
at a Baccalaureate Mass in May, went to home-schooled Bryce Allen.

Scholarship committee members, from left to right, shown with Bryce Allen, are Kathy Bourgeois, Cathy Kosikowski, regent, and Lynn Lang. Seated 
is Corine Newton. Not pictured is Dorothy Wesolowski. 

Virginia Announces Scholarship Winners

Court of Redeemer’s Angels #2456, Mechanicsville, Virginia, held a 
dinner to honor scholarship winners. The scholarship program, open to 
all students who are graduating or have already graduated from high 
school and intend to further their education, is one of the court’s year-
long projects. This year’s chairperson was Debbie Wilmoth. Scholarship 
winners in the photo, left to right, are Emily Cournelius of Lee Davis High 
School, Reed Piacentini of the University of Virginia and Rachel Thinnes, 
also of Lee Davis High.
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Vermont Court ‘Floats’ in  
Spring Parade
Court St. Veronica #1273, Hardwick, Vermont, entered 
a float in the Kiwanis Annual Spring Festival Parade 
which was held this year despite rain, wind and cold. The 
theme was “Kiss Spring 
with Tulips.” Court St. 
Veronica’s float carried 
that theme through with 
tulips and a windmill, 
and was awarded third 
place by the float judges. 
The court’s identification 
banner was on the front 
of the truck pulling the 
Court’s float.

The Court St. Veronica float.

California Court Donates to  
Vocations Director
Members of Court St. John #2526, Fresno, California, 
presented a check for $854 to Vocations Director Rev. Dan 
Avila for the Fresno Diocese seminarians. In the photo, 
seated, left to right, are Beatriz Hill, Lucy Duenes, Treasurer 
Kelly Ortiz, and Maria Lara. Back row, left to right, are Linda 
Calvillo, Nancy Dominguez, Mary V. Harguindeguy, Celma 
Chavira, Vice Regent Judy Ruiz, Nancy Ocegueda, Recording Secretary Linda Lara, Financial Secretary Yolanda Luevano, 
Regent Monica Herrera and photographer Betty Lou Enochs. Father Avila stands in the center, holding the check.

 

Connecticut Court Supports Religious Order

Court All Saints #1435, Somersville, Connecticut, presented a check from the court’s 
annual craft fair proceeds to the Little Sisters of the Poor in Enfield, Connecticut. The 
court wanted to help the sisters with their many needs in caring for the elderly.

Sister Michael and Sister Jane, Barbara Radziewicz, annual craft fair chairman, and Regent Karen 
Luciano.

News&Notes

Let there be peaceon earthand let itbegin with me...
A very familiar song to all Catholic Daughters. 

Let’s keep it going with the children.
The 2014 Education Contest themes are

Jesus loves us. How do we spread that love?
and

How do I promote peace in the world?
See the Fall National Quarterly for details which include changes in contest rules.

Local deadline: February 15, 2014
State deadline: March 15, 2014

National deadline April 15, 2014

Winners to be announced at 
the National Convention in Billings Montana, July 2014.
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“ I want the noise to go out, I want the Church 
to go out onto the streets.”  
— Pope Francis, World Youth Day, July 25, 2013

All-New Pope Francis Books
from Our Sunday Visitor

New Beginning,
New Hope
Tap into the energy and wisdom of Pope 
Francis during his � rst months as Pope. 
Follow his inspiring, timeless messages 
from Holy Week, Lent and Pentecost.
ID# T1573  $14.95 

Only Love
Can Save Us 
� is collection of homilies, letters, 
and talks from his years as cardinal in 
Argentina reveals his love for the poor 
and joy in Christ. Covers marriage, 
prayer, faith, education, children, 
evangelization, the elderly, vocations, 
and other important issues. 
ID# T1552  $16.95 

Through the Year 
with Pope Francis: 
Daily Refl ections 
� ese 365 meditations by Pope Francis 
o� er inspiration for every day of the year. 
His words will encourage you, push you 
deep into prayer and Scripture, and � ll you 
with gratitude for God’s love for you. 
ID# T1572  $16.95 

835800 Share PopeBkAd Sept2013.indd   1 9/12/13   12:28 PM



30 Share Magazine  •  Fall 2013

New Jersey Court 
Contributes to Town 
Emergency Fund
Court Immaculate Queen of Peace #1552, 
Secaucus, New Jersey, recently donated 
$500 to the town’s emergency fund, 
which helps residents in need. A statue of 
the Resurrection was also donated and 
placed outside the church. In addition, each 
June,  the court presents a scholarship to a 
motivated high school senior seeking post-
secondary education.

Iowa Court Participates in Corpus Christi Walk

Six members of Court St. Anthony #330, Council Bluffs, Iowa, participated in 
the 2013 Corpus Christi Walk in June. The walk began at Queen of Apostles 
Parish in Council Bluffs and ended at Holy Family Church, also in Council 
Bluffs. Court St. Anthony has participated in every Corpus Christi Walk since 
its inception eight years ago. According to court member Jeanette Bowen, 
who has been in each walk, “The significance of the Corpus Christi Walk is 
to demonstrate to the community and show the people in the community 
our faith.”

Louisiana Courts Sponsor 
Year of Faith Seminar
Three Louisiana courts worked together to 
sponsor a Year of Faith women’s seminar. The 
sponsoring courts were Court St. Anthony 
#968, Bunkie, Court Msgr. Van Der Putten 
#2029, Marksville, and Court Padre Pio #2141, 
Cottonport. Guest speakers were Rev. Ramji 
Shoury of St. Joseph’s Church in Marksville and Rev. Chad Partain of St. Paul’s Church in Mansura. The program was dedicated 
to Monsignor Joseph Susi, the diocesan chaplain from 1986 until his passing in 2011.

News&Notes

Left to right are Sue Meidlinger, Angie Shea, Kris 
Jarecki, Jeanette Bowen, Kathy Plourde Founder 
of Gabriel’s Corner, and Linda Spencer.

Mexican Court Holds Garage Sale

Court Nuestra Seňora De Guadalupe #2091, Nueva Laredo, 
Mexico, held a garage sale on June 22. Proceeds were donated 
to Espiritu Santo Cathedral and Nuevo Laredo Seminary. In the 
photo, court members, left to right, are Regent Fabiola L. Erhard, 
Bertha Corres, Delia Lozano, Eugenia Garza, Juany Garza, and 
volunteers Fabiola Erhard and Raquel Garcia.

Members of three Louisiana Courts gather at the Year of Faith seminar.

For more News&Notes, please  
see the new BONUS section of  
our electronic edition of Share.



“...one of the most 
productive charities —

dollar for deed — in the world.” 
—The New York Times

Donate online: www.smiletrain.org or call: 1-800-932-9541

Free cleft surgery which takes as little as
45 minutes and costs as little as $250, can
give desperate children not just a new
smile — but a new life.

According to the U.S. Government, women should take sufficient levels of folic acid (400 micrograms/day) during pregnancy to help prevent neural tube defects and reduce the risk for cleft lip and palate. When
folic acid is taken one month before conception and throughout the first trimester, it has been proven to reduce the risk for neural tube defects by 50 to 70 percent. Be sure to receive proper prenatal care,
quit smoking and drinking alcohol and follow your health care provider’s guidelines for foods to avoid during pregnancy. Foods to avoid may include raw or undercooked seafood, beef, pork or poultry;
delicatessen meats; fish that contain high levels of mercury; smoked seafood; fish exposed to industrial pollutants; raw shellfish or eggs; soft cheeses; unpasteurized milk; pâté; caffeine; and unwashed
vegetables. For more information, visit www.SmileTrain.org. Smile Train is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit recognized by the IRS, and all donations to Smile Train are tax-deductible in accordance with IRS regulations. 
© 2013 Smile Train.

Mr./Mrs./Ms. Zip
Address City State
Telephone eMail
Credit Card # Expires

Visa MasterCard AMEX Discover Signature
My check is enclosed.

Smile Train, P.O. Box 96211, Washington, DC 20090-6211

$250 Surgery. $125 Half surgery. $50 Medications. $

Your support can provide free treatment
for poor children with clefts.

Z13091042ZFAD58

Join our mobile community today! 
Receive mobile updates about our programs, success stories 

and ways to help by texting MOBILE to 877877*.

*Msg&Data Rates May Apply. 
Reply STOP to opt-out. Reply HELP or contact 1.800.932.9541 for help. 

We’ll txt you up to 3x/mo.

His parents can’t help him.
They pray for someone like you.
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Arizona Catholic Daughter Voted Woman of the Year

On June 22 the Phoenix Diocesan Council of Catholic Women held a celebration honoring 
its 2013 Women of the Year awards. One of the recipients was Rosemary Dougherty of 
Court Our Lady of Lourdes #2278, Sun City West, Arizona. Among her many activities, 
Rosemary is an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, sings in the church choir and is 
currently president of the Parish Women’s Guild. Rosemary also volunteers at the Sun City 
West Library, Sun City West Posse, Arthritis Club, Theater Works and Connections. 

Holding her Woman of the Year certifi cate, Rosemary Dougherty stands with 
Most Rev. Thomas J. Olmsted, bishop of Phoenix, Arizona.

Arizona Honors ‘Mr. CDA’

At the Arizona 27th Biennial State Convention in Phoenix, Arizona, 
Susan Moné of Court Our Lady of the Desert #2164, Mesa, Arizona, 
announced that she could not have served four years as Arizona 
State Regent without the support of her best friend and husband, 
Doug. At the convention awards luncheon Susan presented an 
award to Doug with a gold star at the top that read, “Mr. CDA 
2009-2013, Presented to Douglas Moné in grateful recognition 
for all your loving support. You are my shining star. Love, Susan.” 
Susan thanked Doug for his support during both the good and the 
challenging days and how he faithfully undertook many tasks to 
help Susan fulfi ll her responsibilities as state regent. 

Arkansas Institutes New Court

Catholic Daughters from fi ve Arkansas courts gathered 
at St John the Baptist Catholic Church in Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, to institute Court Mother of Divine Mercy 
#2656, Hot Springs, Arkansas. Twenty-three new 
Catholic Daughters took the membership oath, were 
given an explanation of their responsibilities and learned 
the colors and symbolic meaning of local and state 
robes. Pastor Rev. James West gave a blessing. Court 
Mother of Divine Mercy includes parishioners from St. 
John’s and St. Mary’s parishes, both in Hot Springs.

People

Susan Moné, left, with husband Doug and National 
Secretary-Treasurer Sherry Nilles.

Newly-installed offi  cers, left to right, are Shelly Dvorak, fi nancial 
secretary, Carolyn Wethington, vice regent, Linda Kay Vandenberg 
White, regent, Sessi Hrdlicka, recording secretary, and Kathleen Casey, 
treasurer.
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of you?
There are several 

Group Insurance Programs 
available to members of the 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas®

to help insure your future.

AGroup Cancer Expense

APersonal Travel Accident Insurance

ALong Term Care Insurance

AGroup Life Insurance

AMedicare Supplement Insurance

and more!
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People

Idaho Elects New State Officers

Idaho elected new state officers during the Idaho State 
Convention at St. Gertrude’s Monastery in the Spirit 
Center. The new Idaho state officers installed during 
Mass at the Holy Cross Church in Cottonwood, Idaho, 
joined by National Director Margi Oller, are, left to 
right, Idaho State Treasurer Lisa Brazington, Second Vice State Regent Elizabeth Franz, State Regent Jacqueline Ringo, State 
Chaplain Gerald Funke, Margi Oller, First Vice State Regent Dawn Peck and State Secretary Judy Bartz. The Idaho convention 
was co-hosted by Court St. Theresa of the Mountains #1053, Kellogg, and Court of the Pines, #705, Wallace. 

Iowa Court Members Attend  
State Convention
Nine members of Court St. Rose of Lima #6, Carroll, Iowa, attended 
the 50th Iowa State Biennial Convention at Fort Dodge from April 
19-21. In the photo, standing around a sign of the Catholic Daughter 
mission statement are, left to right, Marge Hupp, Sharon Daniel, Twilla 
Hoffman, Beverly Vonnehme. Back row, left to right, are Sue Greving, 
Monica Kruse, Patricia Sanders, Jean Knobbe and Lorraine Hoffman.

 

New Mexico Catholic  
Daughters Receive Awards
Sally F. Chavez and Lorraine Ortiz from Court St. 
Thomas Aquinas #2306, Rio Rancho, New Mexico, 
were pleasantly surprised and excited when New 
Mexico State Regent Agneda Casaus attended their 
court’s monthly meeting and awarded them two first-
place New Mexico state certificate awards and checks. 

Lorraine won first 
placed in poetry 
and Sally was 
awarded first place 
in photography.

 
Sally Chavez  
and Lorraine Ortiz. 

New Hampshire Honors Two  
Catholic Daughters of the Year
Two New Hampshire Catholic Daughters were co-recipients 
of the New Hampshire Catholic Daughter of the Year award. 
In the photo are co-recipient Marie Therieau, left, Court 
Josephine #319, Keene, State Regent Linda Bergeron, center, 
presenting the awards, and, right, co-recipient Mary Ann 
Girroir, Court St. Joseph #1773, Hinsdale.
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of All-Natural Preserves
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Quality Products Made By Monks & Nuns

FREE CATALOG
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www.MonasteryGreetings.com   800•472•0425

APOSTLESHIP
OF THE SEA

OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AOS-USAThe professional association of Catholic Mariners, 
and the official Catholic organization For Cruise 
Ship Priests and Catholic Maritime Ministers

50% of the 1.2 million seafarers that call in US ports each year 
are Catholic.

There may be a Seafarers’ Center in your Diocese that needs assistance
to bring the Sacramental Life of the Church to Catholic Seafarers.

There are cruise lines that care about your faith life onboard. 
AOS-USA places priests onboard All cruises on Holland America 
Line and certain cruises with Celebrity Cruises, Royal Caribbean 
International and Seabourn Cruise Line. AOS-USA encourages 
all Catholics to sail with these participating Cruise lines, which
insures priests in good standing aboard.

Planning a Cruise? Call us at 409-985-4545! 
Let us tell you which cruises are Catholic-friendly.

We are grateful for the Catholic Daughters’ generosity!
If you would like to donate individually, kindly make checks out to AOS-USA and send to:

1500 Jefferson Drive, Port Arthur, TX  
aosusa@sbcglobal.net               www.aos-usa.org
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Songs of Mary that Touch the Heart
by the Daughters of St. Paul

 

Songs of Mary 
Beautifully and timelessly 
arranged, these 27 songs 
celebrate and praise Mary 
as Mother, Queen, and 
more.   0-8198-3447-5  
2CDs   $19.95 

800-876-4463
www.pauline.org

Promo Code: SHARE1013

Handmaiden of the Lord 
 The Complete Collection

Join other Catholics!

 For reservations & details call 7 days a week:

1-800-736-7300

Discover the awe-inspiring Frontier State on this memorable adventure.  Visit the 
Iditarod Headquarters where you will learn about the famous annual sled dog race 
and Talkeetna (made famous in the TV show Northern Exposure).  Explore Denali 
National Park on a history tour that provides insight on the diverse native and 
early pioneer in� uences in and around Denali.  See Alaska’s wildlife up close at the 
Wildlife Conservation Center and enjoy sightseeing tours in Anchorage, Seward, 
Vancouver, BC and Seattle.  Your vacation also includes a seven night Holland 
America Line cruise on board the 5-STAR ms Oosterdam through the Gulf of Alaska 
and picturesque inside passage.  Travel impressive Glacier Bay passing glaciers 
galore, abundant wildlife and scenic beauty unique in all the world.  Stop in Juneau, 
the state capital of Alaska; Haines, that borders 20 million acres of protected areas 
of wilderness, the world’s largest and the � shing village of Ketchikan which is also 
home to the world’s largest collection of Native American totem poles.
*Per person, based on double occupancy.  Price based on inside cabin, up-
grades available.  Plus $299 tax/service/government fees.    Add $250 for July 
24 departure.  Airfare is extra.  Cabins subject to availability.

12 Days     
from 

$1749*
Depart: June 12, July 24 or August 21

Alaska Cruise & Tour
Daily Mass 

Aboard Ship!
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Anniversaries

Louisiana Court Celebrates Centennial Anniversary

Court Castile #197, Shreveport, 
Louisiana, celebrated its 100th 
anniversary on April 13 with Mass 
at St. Mary of the Pines Catholic 
Church. Concelebrants were Bishop 
Michael Duca, Louisiana State 
Chaplain Monsignor Carson LaCaze, 
Court Chaplain Father Andre 
McGrath and Msgr. Earl Provenza. 
Offi  cers attending included National 
Director Ruth Guidry, District Deputy 
Edna Zirkle, Louisiana State Regent 
Joyce Stein, First Vice Regent Ellen 
Corbello, State Secretary Barbara 
Michael and State Treasurer Connie 
Dronnette.

One Hundred Years for Washington Court

One-hundred-and-twenty-fi ve members and guests helped Court Washington #196, Spokane, celebrate its 100th 
anniversary. An anniversary Mass was held at St. Charles Church followed by a catered luncheon in the church hall. A 
Knights of Columbus Fourth Degree Honor Guard participated in the ceremony. Catholic Daughter national and state 
offi  cers attended. In the photo, front row, left to right, are Rev. Tom Connolly, chaplain, Gail Robasciotti, vice regent, Ginny 
Terpening, regent, Bishop of Spokane Blaise Cupich, Bonnia Hartman, treasurer, Kathy Imholt, fi nancial secretary, and 
Eileen Howie, secretary.

For more 
Anniversaries, 

please see the new 
BONUS section 
of our electronic 
edition of Share.

Photo courtesy of Steve Navratil photography.

Offi  cers and Mass concelebrants gather to celebrate Court Castile’s 100 years.
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News&Notes

California Court Meets the Candidates at State Convention
At the 44th California Biennial State Convention in Torrance, California, delegates from Court St. Raymond #2057, Dublin, 
California, met with national and state officers and the California State Chairmen of Leadership during a Get Acquainted 
and Meet the Candidates’ night. In the photo, front row, left to right, are Mary Bernard, leadership, Linda Teran, legislation, 
Anita Dennis and Tess Chiampas of Court St. Raymond, Anne Nelson, national regent, Shirley Botelho and Gloria Delaney, 
Court St. Raymond, and Melody Ciaravino, California first vice state regent. Second row, left to right, are Diana Dottore, 
quality of life, Lei Genevieve Vanek, education, Nita Volker, regent, Court St. Raymond, Pat Fegan, spiritual enhancement, 
and RoseMarie Githens, membership/extension. 

Louisiana Court Sponsors Artisan Fair

Court Our Lady of the Snows #1980, Maplewood, Louisiana, sponsored its third annual Artisan Fair as a community project to 
give local artists an opportunity to show and sell their crafts. Vendors offered a great variety of products and crafts, including 
jewelry, soaps, jellies, candy, photography, wood crafts, pottery, baskets, purses, toys, rosaries and baby quilts. Catholic Relief 
Services sold items, the pro-life agency New Life Counsel was present and a booth supported local seminarians. Meals were 
sold to support the court’s effort to 
make donations in memory of the court’s 
deceased members and honor members 
currently fighting cancer. The proceeds 
help fund the court’s many charitable 
activities and allow the court to donate 
to national, state and local projects. The 
chairperson was Debbie Russell, who 
coordinated the event with Regent Cindy 
Vincent and other court members.

Left to right are Anita Ahrens, potter, Shane 
Swire, Catholic Relief Services, Mark John, 

photographer, May Hill, meal team member, 
and Debbie Russell, fair coordinator.
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New York Court Crowns Mary

Members of Court Bishop Kellenberg #1756, North Merrick, New York, joined with the Rosary Society of Sacred Heart Church in 
North Merrick for the May Crowning of the Blessed Mother. In the photo, Rev. Joseph Nixon, pastor, left, stands with members 
of Court Bishop Kellenberg and the Rosary Society.

Texas Court Uses Monthly Meeting Themes
Other courts might want to consider choosing monthly meeting themes, as Court St. Thomas the Apostle, #2290, 
Robstown, Texas, does. The court chooses a theme for each monthly meeting and then decorates and plans an activity 
accordingly. For example, September was a “Baby Shower” theme for which court members collected hundreds of 
diapers, baby wipes, new infant clothing, bottles and miscellaneous items. October was “Fall Harvest” and court members 
collected canned goods for their parish food pantry. For November’s “Thanksgiving Blessings” the court continued the 
canned good collection and donated five $20 grocery gift cards to accompany Thanksgiving baskets put together from 
pantry items and donated turkeys. The February theme was St. Patrick’s Day and court members signed St. Patrick’s Day 
cards to be placed on nursing home food trays. The themes have been fun and another way for court members to serve 
Church and Community.

Court St. Thomas members gather together at one of their theme meetings.
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South Dakota Court Members Attend State Convention

Members of Court St. Rita #916, Rapid City, South Dakota, showed up in force at the South Dakota Biennial Convention. 
In the photo with National Regent Anne Nelson (center, front), Chaplain Rev. Bob Lacey (center, back), and District 
Deputy Julie Hill, are court members Nancy Bradsky, Wilma Kurylas, Florence Skinner, Linda Birgenheir, Kathy Garness, 
Terry Usera, Carolyn Feuillerat, Kristine Englehardt, Bonnie Spratte, Roxanne Stephens, Ida Engelhardt and Margaret 
Rossknecht.

 
West Virginia Court Aids Mustard Seed Charity

Court Clarksburg #334, Clarksburg, West Virginia, hosted a diaper shower to benefit The Mustard Seed, a community 
charity that provides food and clothing for needy families. The court donated packages of diapers in various sizes. Usually 
Court Clarksburg provides a variety of items, but this year Mustard Seed specifically requested diapers to help replenish 
their stock. In the photo are 
participating Catholic Daughters, 
standing, left to right, are 
Shirlene Isabella, Flo Campbell, 
Helen Quickle, Michele Lawrie, 
Genevieve Yoho, Sally Klenk, 
Pansy Malone and Regent Carol 
Curotz. Sitting, left to right, are 
Louise Urda, Louise Martin, Renee 
Sander and Treasurer Sister Anne 
Francis Bartus.
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California Court Marks 75th Anniversary

Court La Purisima #1267, Lompoc, California, 
celebrated its 75th anniversary on February 2 
with Mass at La Purisma Concepcion Church 
in Lompoc. Members of Court La Purisma 
come from two parishes in Lompoc, La 
Purisma Concepcion and Queen of Angels. 
Concelebrants of the Mass were Court 
Chaplain Msgr. John Fitzgerald from Queen of 
Angels parish and Rev. Thomas Cook, pastor 
at La Purisma Concepcion. A reception in 
the parish hall followed Mass at which four 
lifetime members were honored, including 
Genevieve Murphy, who, at age 98, has been a 
member for 74 years. Officers present included 
California State Secretary Rosemarie Thomson 
and District Deputy Julie Valenzuela. 

Illinois Court Celebrates 90 Years

Court Du Quoin #795, Du Quoin, Illinois, commemorated its 90th anniversary with a special Mass at Sacred Heart Church. 
Court officers selected special hymns and court members participated in the choir, served as lector, Eucharistic gift 
bearers and extraordinary ministers. Following Mass a reception was held for members, spouses and invited guests at 
which sandwiches and finger foods were served along with cakes decorated with the CDA logo. Court members were 
recognized at the reception, highlighted by a 65-year membership pin for Geraldine Kowzan, the court’s oldest living 
member.

Court members gather with Celebrant Rev. Nick Junker immediately following the anniversary Mass.

Officers gather with Mass concelebrants during the court’s 75th anniversary celebration.
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Maryland Court Honors 
25 Years
Court St. Joseph #2300, Eldersburg, 
Maryland, celebrated its 25th anniversary 
with a Mass celebrated by Court Chaplain 
Rev. Paul Reich. District Deputy Daria 
McGhee attended and a Papal Blessing 
was bestowed upon the court in the 
name of Regent Anne Burgan. In the 
photo, court officers stand next to a 25th 
Anniversary sign.

Minnesota Court Celebrates Centennial Anniversary

Members of Court Winona #191, Winona, Minnesota, celebrated their 100th anniversary with Mass at the Cathedral of the Sacred 
Heart in Winona, followed by dinner and a short program. Newly-appointed Minnesota State Chaplain Deacon Paul Tschann was 
installed by Bishop John Quinn, outgoing state chaplain. National Regent-Elect Shirley Seyfried and Minnesota State officers 
attended to honor the occasion. Court Winona was established in February, 1913, and is the oldest court in Minnesota.

Front row, left to right, are Lorraine Schmitt, Esther Waas, financial secretary, Mary Donahue, regent, Sandy Smith, secretary, Barb Kleinschmidt, 
treasurer and Rev. Jason Kern, chaplain. Second row, left to right, are Denise Sackreiter, district deputy, Rosalie Doering, Nancy Janke, Minnesota 
state secretary, Ellen Huneke, state regent, Shirley Seyfried, national regent-elect, Margee Keller, first vice state regent, Evonne Sievert, second vice 
state regent and Sophie Zvonar, state treasurer. Third row, are Deacon Paul Tschann, state chaplain, and Laura Eglinton.
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Oregon Court Celebrates Two Special Milestones

Members of Court Our Lady of Good Counsel #1638, Tigard, Oregon, celebrated two significant anniversaries this year: the 
court’s 60th anniversary and the 50-year membership anniversary of Barbara Setniker. Celebratory festivities included 
the annual Tea and Fashion Show with raffle prizes of $600, $160 and $60.

Some of the court’s active 77 members celebrate two significant anniversaries; Barbara Setniker holds her commemorative certificate.

Pennsylvania Court Celebrates 85th Anniversary

Members of Court St. Mark #1097, Bristol, Pennsylvania, honored their 85th anniversary with Mass celebrated by Court 
Chaplain Rev. Dennis Mooney at St. Mark Church in Bristol, where the Pennsylvania State Catholic Daughters’ altar cloth 
graced the altar. Pennsylvania State Regent Peggy Guckin was the featured speaker. Years of service pins were awarded 
to members with 20 years or more of service, including Ethel Flatch, who has been a Catholic Daughter for 57 years. 
Members of other courts within the Philadelphia Achdiocese also attended.

Pictured with Court St. Mark’s banner are, left to right, State Regent Peggy Guckin, District Deputy Colette McCaffrey, Recording Secretary 
Michelle Russo, Vice Regent Marie Brophy, Treasurer Annie Jacobs, Regent Sarah Mastrull, Financial Secretary Joan Foley and Court 
Chaplain Rev. Dennis Mooney.
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Blessed, Beautiful, and Bodacious: 
Celebrating the Gift of Catholic Womanhood
By Pat Gohn 
(Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, Indiana 2012)

Reviewed by Peggy Eastman

This book provides a refreshing, honest affirmation of the special 
gifts of Catholic women in a breezy conversational style that 
enhances the message. At its heart, this book is a joyful look at 

what it means to be feminine, faith-filled and proud of both.
Pat Gohn is the daughter of Catherine Wilhelm, a member of Court 

Gleason #924 in Clyde, New York. Gohn, who contributes to Catholic 
media such as Catholic Digest, has her own media company, Behold 
Communications. She holds a master’s degree in theology and Christian 
ministry and has led parish-based ministries for more than 30 years. The 
book offers practical ways women can help to deepen the faith of other 
women, including: make friends with one another; have at least three 
special women friends; raise the fun quotient; pray with one another; 
and use the four gifts of receptivity, generosity, sensitivity and maternity 
(used in this sense to mean nurturing). 

I was a little put off by Gohn’s use of the word “bodacious,” until I 
understood how she was using it; she sees the word as a compliment 
which means “remarkable” or “most excellent.” She also views the word 
as “one part attractive and one part audacious,” and writes, “I offer bodacious in a spirit of good will and respect for the 
extraordinary mission women are called to live.”

In an era when there is still some confusion about women’s roles and about gender equality, Gohn sets the record 
straight, writing, “Men and women, while being distinct, are equal in the eyes of God. For women who have been made 
to feel inferior or who have suffered unjustly at the hands of others because of their femininity, this is very good news.” 

The book is divided into three parts: The Blessed Dignity of Women; The Beautiful Gifts of Women; and The 
Bodacious Mission of Women. In the last section, the author delivers an unabashed love letter to Catholic womanhood, 
encouraging women to live fully as God’s beloved. Here are two summary sentences: “Femininity in its fullness, naturally 
and supernaturally, in body and soul, is a gift from God to you to bring you into a relationship with him and with other 
people. It is God’s plan for you.” 

Chapter eight in this section, “Raising Saints for Heaven,” is a particularly inspiring look at God’s gift of procreation and 
motherhood. The author shares her own difficulties, worries and uncertainties during her three pregnancies. She views 
pregnancy as an experience of self-donating love on the part of the mother, who “makes a minute-by-minute gift of self to 
her unborn child.” She found herself drawn to “spiritual mothering” as well as physical mothering, and when her children 
were born she was consumed by a desire that each child would “know and receive the Lord and live his will.”

The author’s discussion about her treatment for breast cancer and the support of women in her parish, with whom 
she prayed the Rosary, is especially moving. “I cannot thank these beautiful women enough,” she writes. In the love they 
showed her when she was in treatment and at a surprise birthday party as a cancer survivor, Pat Gohn experienced first-
hand what it means to be cared for by loving Catholic women. This blessed caring by women of faith makes its way onto 
the pages of her affirming book. 


