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National Regent’s Message

A Time for Renewal
Dear Daughters,

Spring is coming! Spring is coming! I hope, I hope I hope! Spring brings a renewed 
energy to the earth, and it also gives us a boost. When the days get longer, it means only 
one thing around our house. It means it is time to fix, paint, renew. It is time to bring out 
the power tools. I think that could apply to us as well. 

So, my friends, I see each of us in a room filled with power tools. When you begin a 
project you have to lay out your plans. What will I need to do this job? To CDA it means 
we need to start with our budget. It is the plan we make for our court. It lays the track 
for the future work. No plan, no goal, no growth. Next we might need a hammer and the 
right nails. Wrong nails will not have the strength to help the wood complete the task. We 
need to use the strength of our faith (the wood) and the correct nails (our good actions) 
to do the work of our Order. The saw comes out next. To use a saw you need to have the 
right measurements and a good eye. In our courts, we should have the right mind set to 
critically look at what our court does. Are the right people in the right jobs? Are there reasonable and reachable goals? Is 
there teamwork all around? I could go on and compare us to other tools, but I think you can see the comparisons with 
your own eyes.

As CDA members, we have to review our courts’ plans, activities and agendas with a fresh eye. I encourage you to try 
new things and to take steps into new areas. Dare to try something new. Even if it doesn’t work out, lessons can be learned. 
Refresh and renew always.

Your National Regent, along with Shirley Seyfried, Helene Shepard and Sherry Nilles, attended the Catholic Social 
Ministry Gathering in Washington, DC. This was a three-day gathering of dedicated people from across the country. This 
gathering was sponsored by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Office of Peace and Justice. We were one 
of the 13 sponsors and had a prominent place and attention by all. We were led in prayer that was said in many languages 
and incorporated many customs from people around the world. It was quite an experience to pray together and listen to 
the voices of all God’s people praising Him in their native tongues. Workshops were given on more than 25 topics covering 
the plight of people in Mali in South Africa, unrest and poverty in the Middle East, hot topics of violence to women, and 
religious persecution. All of us received a great wealth of information. 

Our Annual CDA Lecture at The Catholic University of America was most educational. The topic was the Cristero 
War in Mexico. The movie “For Greater Glory” told this story in film. I encourage all of you to get the video and view this 
great film. It is not an easy film to watch, but it shows the courage of the many people of Mexico and their struggle against 
religious persecution even unto martyrdom. It is a must see for all of us. It would be a great film to sponsor in your parish.

AbouttheCover
Pope Francis gives his first Angelus  
Blessing to the faithful.

Photo: Dan Kitwood, Getty Images News 
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Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas strives to embrace 

the principle of faith working 
through love in the promotion 

of justice, equality, and the 
advancement of human rights 

and human dignity for all.

National Regent Anne Nelson
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National Chaplain’s Message

Protecting the Church from Intrusion
Dear Sisters, Catholic Daughters,

Th e national offi  cers and representatives met February 18th-24th at a hotel near 
Baltimore-Washington/Th urgood Marshall International Airport. On Saturday eve-
ning, we celebrated Mass with Baltimore’s Archbishop William Lori giving thanks 
for the ministry of Pope Benedict XVI. I gave the Board a tour of the Cathedral 
of Mary our Queen beforehand, and afterwards, we all had a “photo op” with the 
Archbishop.

On Sunday, the Board attended a lecture at Th e Catholic University of America. 
Just before that, the Board celebrated Mass at Th e Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception. His Eminence, Donald Wuerl, Archbishop of 
Washington, presided at the Mass which included the Rite of Election.

On Th ursday evening of that week, Th e Most Reverend Mitchell Rozanski, Vicar 
Bishop of the Archdiocese of Baltimore, visited with the members of the Board and 
spoke on religious liberty and freedom which are guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States of America. Bishop 
Rozanski pointed out that some today speak, rather, about religious worship which would be defi ned as what goes on 
within a house of worship. Religious liberty and freedom, on the other hand, are concerned with what goes on outside a 
house of worship, how one or a community of persons express their beliefs in the public forum.

Th e Roman Catholic practice of religious freedom and liberty is endangered at this time by the mandate of the Health 
and Human Services Department of the federal administration. Th e mandate would require all employers, including 
Roman Catholic institutions (e.g. parishes and hospitals), to provide contraceptive and other services which are contrary 
to Roman Catholic belief and practice.

After the United States Catholic Conference objected, HHS responded with the “accommodation,” that is, that those 
services would be provided by a “third party,” such as an insurance company. Th is would be only one step removed from 
the mandate. Since the employer pays part or all of an employee’s insurance, the (Roman Catholic) employer would still be 
paying for and providing services contrary to Catholic belief and practice. 

Unless a further “accommodation” is made, this will become federal law on August 1st, 2013. Th is law will apply to all 
employers, that is, Catholic employers in any line of work.

Here in Maryland, a referendum during last fall’s election now allows for same-gender marriage. Th e law permits reli-
gious organizations to refuse to witness these unions; Roman Catholic businesses are not exempt. One who owns a wedding 
reception hall, other such wedding-related activities, even those who own “bed and breakfast” establishments are bound 
by law to serve these couples. In Annapolis, our state capital, a “horse and carriage” business, to transport newly-married 
couples, has closed rather than be required to go against the conscience of the owner.

Th e District of Columbia permitted same-sex marriage a few years ago. When same-gender couples began to apply to 
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington to adopt orphaned children, Catholic Charities opted to end provid-
ing children for adoption.

Bishop Rozanski gave another example of federal intrusion into the work of the Church. Migration and Refugee 
Services provides all kinds of assistance to people in Th ird World countries. Th is Service had been given federal dollars to 
administer these programs necessary to such impoverished individuals. However, the federal government began to require 
that Migration and Refugee Services begin to provide contraception services. When MRS refused, American dollars were 
withheld. Who was harmed and hurt? Th e hurt were the poor and the impoverished – those whom MRS was serving.

I found it interesting that this discussion was taking place in Maryland. For those who remember your early American 
History, Maryland was founded as a colony based on religious liberty and freedom of worship. After the ships, the Ark 
and the Dove, arrived in the Chesapeake Bay, the passengers came ashore, and Father White, S.J., celebrated the fi rst 
Catholic Mass in the New World. A few decades later, such religious liberty and freedom of worship were denied to Roman 
Catholics who then had to hide their priests (called “priest holes”) in their homes as the priests traveled from house to house 
to minister to the sheep of their fl ock.

Rev. Stephen D. Gosnell, KHS

Continued on page 6



♦ KNOWING GOD
God and the Human Condition

Atheists deny we can know God 
because they deny there is a 

God to know. But even believers 
who affi  rm God’s existence some-
times don’t know him. In  Know-
ing God  the great Catholic writer 
and publisher Frank Sheed helps 
readers to know that God exists, to 

think about who and what God is, and to know God personally. 
He clears away popular misunderstandings of God, often held 
by otherwise knowledgeable people. A masterful, lucid writer, 
Sheed is not timid about tackling the most challenging questions 
the human mind can pose about God, yet he does not reduce 
divine mystery to dry propositions or neglect the necessity of 
faith. He carefully explains the meaning of Spirit, the role of 
theology and revelation, including the place of the Bible in the 
Church, explores the mystery of God as the Trinity, and the expe-
rience of God in mysticism. 

“No human activity is more important than knowing God, and 
few human beings have explained how to go about it better than 
Frank Sheed does in this great book.”                                                           

— Patrick Madrid, Author, Where is That in the Bible?
KG-P . . . Sewn Softcover, $17.95

♦ THE WILL OF GOD
Finding and Fulfi lling Your 
Purpose in Life

God created us for one purpose 
— to do his will in this life and 

gain eternal happiness in the next. 
This unique book provides the 
modern reader with detailed guid-
ance on how to reach intimacy with 
God and happiness with him for-
ever by conforming one’s life with 
God’s will. Fr. Baker consults many 
sources — the Bible, the teachings 
of the Church, and the lives of the 
saints — and in all three the form-
ula is the same: seek and obey God 
in all things.

“Fr. Baker helps us to discover and live God’s will, and be trans-
formed into the saints God created us to be. Read this book !” 

— Fr. Larry Richards, Author, Be a Man!
WG-P . . . Sewn Softcover, $16.95

♦ SOCIETY AND SANITY
Understanding How to 
Live Well Together

If there are two words that seem 
not to fi t together today they are 

“society” and “sanity”. Yet if peo-
ple are to thrive-to live fully and 
together in peace-we must have 
sanity when it comes to society. 
And that requires sanity when it 
comes to thinking about man. Sanity involves seeing things as 
they really are. Social sanity requires seeing man as he really is-to 
grasp who and what human beings are and what sort of social 
arrangements help or hinder human fl ourishing.In this classic 
work, Catholic writer Sheed brings his brilliant mind and lucid 
writing style to bear on the good human society. By explaining 
perennial truths about human nature based on the wisdom of 
Catholic social ethics, Sheed’s book is very  pertinent today with 
our controversies about love, the nature of marriage, the role of 
government, the relationship of law and morality and of Church 
and State, and the duties of the citizen.

“As our society continues to divorce itself from sanity it is in 
more need than ever of the wisdom to be found in Sheed’s 
timeless classic.”                                                           

— Joseph Pearce, Author, The Quest for Shakespeare
SOCS-P . . . Sewn Softcover, $17.95

♦ HALLOWED BE THIS 
HOUSE - Finding Signs of 
Heaven in Your Home

Howard shows us how every 
room of your house is a holy 

place where God’s grace awaits 
you, if only you know how to rec-
ognize His presence there. With a 
rich awareness of  God’s all-encom-
passing love, Howard takes you on 
a spiritual tour through your own 
home and shows you how every-
thing in it can lead you closer to 
God. Howard reveals ways to love 
and serve God in the most seem-
ingly simple and ordinary of places 
and actions.

“Howard’s vision is the quintessential Catholic, sacramental 
vision. To read this book is to see with the eyes of Christ.”

— Peter Kreeft, Author, Because God is Real
HBH2-P . . . Sewn Softcover, $14.95

 Books to Transform   
Your  Life

www.ignatius.com

Frank Sheed

Fr. Kenneth Baker, SJ Thomas Howard

� � � � �P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522 1 (800) 651-1531
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National Regent’s Message

Congratulations to all the newly elected State Boards. You must get 
out your power tools and start fixing up, sprucing up and strengthen-
ing your court members and activities. Newly elected officers, remem-
ber you are not alone and do not have to do it all by yourself. Rely on 
each other, find your strengths and engage your members. Your National 
Representative is there for you whenever you need her. Please do not 
hesitate to call on her. Good luck in your term.

  
Peace, love, joy,

Anne Nelson
 National Regent

Continued from page 1

Bishop Rozanski and I strongly encourage you to log in to the website 
of our Catholic Bishops at www.usccb.org for more information. Also, 
check the website of your own diocese. Exercise your religious liberty 
and freedom by letting your Catholic voice be heard in the public policy 
forum. Contact your legislators, local and federal, and urge them not to 
interfere in our Roman Catholic beliefs and practice. 

In addition to what I have written about, there were many hours spent 
in meetings, especially to plan the State Officers’ gathering in Belleville in 
July. I look forward to meeting you there.

 
  

 Rev. Stephen D. Gosnell, KHS
 National Chaplain
 Baltimore, Maryland

sgosnell@archbalt.org

P.S. The Board approved a Catholic Daughters of the Americas Pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land to conclude the Year of Faith. I wrote about this in the 
winter edition of Share, and hopefully you have received information from 
your State Regent. If you have not gotten the information and might be 
interested, feel welcome to contact me. E-mail address above.

National Chaplain’s Message

Continued from page 4
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A Fine Jewelry Exclusive from 
The Bradford Exchange

Pendant and poem 
arrive in a jewelry 

pouch with gift box.

You wish so much for your 
precious daughter—success... 
confidence... beauty... love. 
Celebrate al l  of  the hope-
filled dreams and limitless 
possibilities that await her with a 
gorgeous gift of jewelry she will 
treasure forever.  Introducing 
the “Reach for the Stars” Blue 
Topaz Pendant, only from Th e 
Bradford Exchange.       

Exclusive Handcrafted in 
Solid Sterling Silver  

T h i s  e x q u i s i t e  p e n d a n t 
showcases  a  genuine blue 
topaz that is uniquely faceted 
to reveal a 5-pointed star!  
Expertly fashioned in solid 
sterling silver, the pendant 
features a dramatic open setting 
that allows the matching 18"
chain to run through the side, 
creating a stylish, contemporary look.  The pendant arrives in 
a velvet jewelry pouch and gift box that includes the touching 
poem, “Reach for The Stars.”  Daughters of all ages are sure 
to love this beautiful, meaningful gift!

An Exceptional Value...                                            
Available for a Limited Time

This beautiful pendant is a remarkable value at just $99*, 
payable in 4 easy installments of $24.75.  It arrives with a 
Certificate of Authenticity and is backed by our 120-day 
guarantee.  To reserve, send no money now; just mail in the 
Reservation Application.  This striking pendant is available 
only from The Bradford Exchange.  So don’t miss out—
order today!

Includes beautiful 
sentiment card

✴

Hand-crafted 
in Solid 

Sterling Silver 

✴

Star appears 
to “fl oat” 

inside Genuine 
Blue Topaz 

Stone

www.bradfordexchange.com/13102

YES.  Please reserve the “Reach for the Stars” 
Blue Topaz Pendant for me as described in this 

announcement. 

LIMITED-TIME OFFER
Reservations will be accepted on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis.  

Respond as soon as possible to 
reserve your “Reach for the Stars” 

Blue Topaz Pendant.

*Plus $9.98 shipping and service.    
P lease a l low 4-6  weeks  fo r 
delivery of your jewelry after we 
receive your initial deposit.  Sales 
subject to product availability and 
order acceptance.

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                        State               Zip

E-Mail (Optional)

 01-13102-001-E
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9345 Milwaukee Avenue · Niles, IL 60714-1393

RESERVATION APPLICATION        SEND NO MONEY NOW

Shown actual size
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From the Editor’s Desk

Living Beyond the Garden

About this time of year I start thinking about gardens. My Easter lilies, day lilies 
and large-leafed Hosta lilies are sleeping in the earth, and I like to think of 

them being nourished for their green awakening in the spring.
There is something biblical about our love of gardens. Knowing that a gift we 

once treasured – that first garden -- has been snatched from us, we live with a col-
lective sense of loss. Perhaps knowing that we lost that garden has fueled our uni-
versal desire to create a new one. I know I feel that nudge every year when the earth 
begins to thaw. I start thinking about my spade and garden gloves; I start thinking 
about buying annuals when it is still much too early to put them in the soil. People 
who don’t have plots of earth to plant keep window boxes, those mini-gardens that 
brighten city apartments with marigold and geranium blooms. 

National Regent Anne Nelson has chosen a garden image as her theme: “I am 
the vine, you are the branches.” (John 15:5) Gardens haunt our sacred history. Our 
Savior, whose resurrection we have once again joyfully celebrated, was buried in a tomb in a garden and rose to eternal life 
there. In John’s Gospel, a weeping Mary Magdalene mistakes her Lord for a gardener when she finds His tomb empty (John 
20: 14-15). It is only when He addresses her directly that she recognizes Him. Throughout the ages, monastery gardens 
were an essential part of monastic life. Monks grew food to eat and they grew medicinal plants for the ills that afflicted 
them. Monks were consummate gardeners.

Gardens are orderly, and they require discipline and hard work. We must water and weed to help them flourish, as did 
our ancestors. In my yard, I must continually pull out invasive English ivy, whose tendrils would engulf my lilies. We can’t 
make plants grow – God does that. But we can create the conditions that help living plants thrive. Some appear early in the 
growing season and need more water or more sun than others; some are later bloomers. Some, like pansies, petunias and 
chrysanthemums, must have their spent blossoms plucked. Like human beings, garden plants require tender loving care.

As God’s sinful but redeemed people, we now live east of Eden. Jesus is our consolation and our great hope in this land 
east of Eden. If you live in a northerly climate, you know how snow and ice – although beautiful – can wreak havoc with 
daily life. Cars skid or won’t start, gutters ice up, overworked furnaces fail. Imprinted on our souls is the ancestral memory 
of a home where the sun was always high at noon, where snowflakes and raindrops and teardrops never fell. The grass was 
always green. Breezes were southwesterly, and diverse fruits were always ready to pick. Animals grazed in peace together, 
and no talons ever drew blood. Pervading our days is a longing for that first home; always there is an ache we cannot name. 
We can never return there to that first garden; this we know. That garden gate is locked; there is no back way in.

We know well how dire were the consequences of disobedience in Genesis. Consider the finality of that expulsion of 
Adam, along with his wife Eve, from the garden of Eden: “therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, 
to till the ground from which he was taken. He drove out the man; and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the 
cherubim, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.” (Genesis 3:23-24)

We live east of Eden in an imperfect world, but we have the best company – One who once walked in His own garden, 
sweating great drops of blood for us. In the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus, in His humanness, prayed that the cup of death 
by crucifixion be lifted from Him – but only if it was His Father’s will. We know what happened: His faithful disciples fell 
asleep, and Jesus had to face His fate totally alone. He did that for us. Now, He opens the gate of His love and invites us 
in. He promises us a welcoming bower and an eternal sunrise if we will be His own. He also promises us that, like living 
plants, we will be able to grow and thrive with His nourishing love. Come, let us accept His gentle invitation and dwell in 
His presence all our days.

Share Editor Peggy Eastman



“...one of the most 
productive charities —

dollar for deed — in the world.” 
—The New York Times

Donate online: www.smiletrain.org or call: 1-800-932-9541

Free cleft surgery which takes as little as
45 minutes and costs as little as $250, can
give desperate children not just a new
smile — but a new life.

According to the U.S. Government, women should take sufficient levels of folic acid (400 micrograms/day) during pregnancy to help prevent neural tube defects and reduce the risk for cleft lip and palate. When
folic acid is taken one month before conception and throughout the first trimester, it has been proven to reduce the risk for neural tube defects by 50 to 70 per cent. Be sure to receive proper prenatal care,
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CDAinActionwww.catholicdaughters.org

Storybook Endings for Some 
Children of Incarcerated Individuals 

Court Joan of Arc #152, Mason City, Iowa, collects 
storybooks which members send to prisons for 

inmates to record the stories for their children. Their 
recordings are sent to their children with the books so they 
can hear their parent read them a story. In the photo, left 
to right, Mary Myklestad, Becky Jenkins, Marie Hestness, 
Edwina Kopal, Maureen Caniglia and Pat Boehmer.

Northwest Washington 
Courts Join Together 
to Help Others

Court St. Rita #957, Everett, 
Washington, and Court Our 

Lady Queen of Peace #2463, Bothell, 
Washington, work together at a 
combined blanket shop to make 
fleece blankets for toddlers and babies 
at the Everett Providence pediatric 

care unit and for migrant farm workers at the Burlington Food Bank. Proudly showing their blankets are, left to right, Patti Kress, 
Lois Raske, Mary Pinger, Mary Krajewski, Dorothy Preder, Anna Park, Pat Hillis, Chris Bailey and Diane Ingersoll. Not present 
when the photo was taken are Krisztina Herendi and Izzie Spotz.

Texas Court Supports U.S. Troops

Members of Court Our Lady Queen of Apostles #2391, 
Austin, TX, spent Veteran’s Day Weekend working with 

the Frontline Faith Project (www.frontlinefaithproject.org) raising 
money to purchase MP3 players for U.S. troops abroad. Collecting 
donations after all Masses at St. Ignatius Martyr Church, the court 
raised more than $1000 for Frontline, which distributes MP3 
players containing more than seven hours of Christian content 
(Mass, Rosary, sermons and music) through U.S. military chaplains. 
Each player costs $24 and serves as a spiritual care package for the 
young men and women serving our country.

Members of Court #2391 collected donations for 
 the troops after each Mass on Veteran’s Day weekend.
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Catholic Daughters Making a Difference.

New York Court Celebrates 
Canonization of St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha

Court Reardon #841, Newport, New York, 
attended a ceremony celebrating the canonization 

of St. Kateri Tekakwitha at the Shrine of Our Lady of 
the North American Martyrs in Auriesville, New York. 
Kateri Tekakwitha, known as the “Lily of the Mohawks” 
was born in 1656 in Auriesville, which was then the 
Native American village of Ossernenon. She died in 
1680 in Kahnawake, near Montreal, Canada. She is the 
fi rst North American Native to become a saint. 

Mexican Court Donates to 
Court Chaplain

Members of Court San Judas Tadeo #2459, 
Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, recently presented 

their priest and court chaplain Father Alejandro 
Arredondo with a check for his parish and gifts 
for a big bingo fundraiser. In the photo, left 
to right, are Socorro Flores, Juanita Adame, 
fi nancial secretary, Elma Landa, vice regent, 
Dora Martinez, regent, and Elia Martinez.

Standing on either side of a newly-commissioned portrait of 
Kateri are, left to right, Kevin Gordon, who painted the portrait, 
Betty Dow, treasurer, Cindy McCormack, Liz Fusco, recording 
secretary, Aelene Reilly, regent, Teresa Van Allen, Barbara 
Sigona, fi nancial secretary, Patricia Blake, Margo Mueller and 
(partially hidden), Lynn Kulhowvick, vice regent.

New York Court Honors Young Moms and 
Their Babies

Court Madonna #114, Port Jervis, New York, honored fi ve 
young member moms and their babies at a “Sip and See” 

social during a meeting. Supported by family, friends and clergy, 
the young moms and their babies are, left to right, Diane Onofry 
Ford and baby Jack (Diane’s Godmother is Past National Regent 
Rayola McLaughlin, also a member of Court Madonna); Marcie 
Williams and baby Kamaria; Kelly Birkenstock and baby Richard; 
Gina Torres and baby George; Michelle Robertson and baby 
Ryan. Back row, left to right, are Vice Regent Joyce Klimkiewicz, 
Financial Secretary Ruth Heater, Chaplain Father George 
Hafemann, Treasurer Helen Eckes, baby Richard Birkenstock’s 
two sisters, JCDA members Amanda and Brenna, Regent Joanna 
Marino and Recording Secretary Debbie DiToto. 
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First Junior Court in Minnesota 
Instituted

Court St. Charles #1791, St. Charles, Minnesota, insti-
tuted Minnesota’s fi rst JCDA Court, Court Kateri 

Tekakwitha. Members of Court St. Charles are supporting 
and mentoring the new junior court. In the photo are 
members of the new JCDA Court Kateri Tekakwitha.

FocusOnYouth

New Junior Court in Maryland

Court St. Joseph #2300, Eldersburg, Maryland, proudly announces 
the formation of its new junior court. In the photo are charter 

members, left to right, Jamie Link, Emily Klezer, Megan Enright, 
Darby Rose McMonagle, Stacy Link and Molly Klezer. Th e juniors 
met in November, and, wasting no time, began a project of Christmas 
caroling for the holidays.

New Mexico Court Awards Scholarship

Court Nativity-Mt. Carmel #2522, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
established a youth scholarship in memory of Betty Montoya to 

encourage high school seniors to further their education. Recipients 
are awarded $500 to assist with college expenses after submitting an 
essay that describes their educational plans and how the scholarship 
will help them. Th e most recent award winner, Marcel Montoya, 
graduated from Valley High School and was accepted into the 
University of New Mexico. In the photo, Marcel Montoya, center, 
stands between Janet Baca, left, sister of Betty Montoya, and Regent 
Stephanie Martinez.

Future Pennsylvania Juniors Join Holiday Celebration

Court Our Lady of Victory #588, Mt. Carmel, Pennsylvania, 
held its “Twelve Days After Christmas” party on the Epiphany, 

January 6. Th e court plans to form a Junior Court, and fi ve future 
Catholic Daughters attended the party. Two of the future JCDA 
members, Claudia and Eliana Seidel, made Christmas ornaments 
with a picture of each of the victims from the Sandy Hook tragedy. 
Court Chaplain Father Frank Karwacki led a prayerful tribute to 
the victims. Mary Catherine Wydra, regent, read the names of the 
adults who were killed and each of the future Daughters partici-
pated in reading the names of the children. Th e court symbolically 
adopted the 20 children from Sandy Hook as Catholic Daughters 
and promised to remember them in prayer. 

Left to right, are future juniors Sarah Sosky, Danielle Hooper, Madison 
Sosky, Regent Mary Catherine Wydra, Claudia Seidel and Eliana Seidel.
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Walking where Jesus walked

Journey to the Holy Land with the Catholic 
Daughters

I t is a journey of a lifetime: to walk where Jesus walked.” This is how National Chaplain 

Rev. Stephen Gosnell describes the Year of Faith 10-day pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 

November sponsored by the Catholic Daughters. 

“I have been on seven pilgrimages to the Holy Land and 
studied there for three months,” Father Gosnell explains. “Does 
that begin to describe how special this pilgrimage is?”

Th e Catholic Pilgrim Offi  ce was kind to provide the details 
about the pilgrimage that follow. Please visit the Catholic 
Daughter website at www.catholicdaughters.org for a pilgrimage 
brochure and registration form.

CDA “Year of Faith” November Pilgrimage
Th e Catholic Daughters of the Americas, along with CDA 
National Chaplain Rev. Stephen Gosnell, is sponsoring a 10 Day 
Holy Land Pilgrimage from November 4-13, 2013. Th e 10 day 
spiritual journey will be provided by the Catholic Pilgrim Offi  ce, 
Inc. which has been a leader in the travel industry for 36 years. 
Th e Catholic Pilgrim Offi  ce is owned and operated by Samir 

Catholic     

        Pilgrim 

                Office,  

                       Inc. 

the the the cccatholic atholic atholic dddaughters of the aughters of the aughters of the AAAmericasmericasmericas   ®®®   

Officers & Directors Officers & Directors Officers & Directors    

InviteInviteInvite   

You To...You To...You To...   

Come experience a joyous                                                
10 Day Pilgrimage to the Holy Land  

with Rev. Stephen Gosnell, KHS 
CDA National Chaplain 

      For more information contact The Catholic Pilgrim Office: 

Contact: LeAnn Brand 
coordinator@catholicpilgrimoffice.com  

www.catholicpilgrimoffice.com 
800-769-9466 

P.O. Box 53419  
                          Atlanta, GA. 30355 

$3,598.00– based on double occupancy 

Visit www.catholicdaughters.org for a brochure and registration form 

Continued on next page

“
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Zumot KHS, a native Catholic of Jerusalem. He, along with his 
knowledgeable and dedicated staff, has been providing spiritual 
pilgrimages since 1977. 

Highlights of our journey will include: 
• Daily Masses
• Renewal of wedding vows for couples at the Church of Cana
• The Jesus Boat Museum and a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee
• Renewal of Baptismal vows in the Jordan River
• Stations of the Cross on the Via Dolorosa
• Visit with the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, Fouad Twal or his 

representative
• The Dome of the Rock
• Shrine of the Book Dead Sea Scrolls Museum 
• Yad Vashem Holocaust Museum

We will also visit the many churches Jesus visited and per-
formed miracles at including:

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Church of the Annunciation, 
Church of Cana, Mount of Beatitudes, Tabgatha-Church of 

the Multiplication, Primacy of Peter, Mt. Tabor, Church of the 
Nativity, St. John the Baptist Church, Church of all Nations & 
the Garden of Gethsemane, Church of the Flagellation, Church 
of the Holy Sepulcher- Site of the Crucifixion & Tomb, Church of 
the Dormition, Church of St. Peter Gallicantu, Pater Noster, and 
Church of Lazarus and Tomb.

For further information, and to send in your deposit 
and registration form or to obtain these forms, contact 
LeAnn Brand at 800-769-9466 or email her at coordinator@ 
catholicpilgrimoffice.com.

“We hope you will join us for this very, very special pilgrimage,” 
National Regent Anne Nelson says. “One of the most important 
aspects of being a Catholic Daughter is our shared spirituality, and 
this pilgrimage is an opportunity to share being Catholic at some 
of the most sacred places of our faith.”

Father Gosnell adds, “Some scholars describe the Holy Land as 
the Fifth Gospel. It makes the first four Gospels come alive! John 
Paul II described the Holy Land as ‘the place where God chose to 
pitch His tent among His people.’” 

The famed Dome of the Rock shrine in Jerusalem was built in the 7th century.

Continued from previous page
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Young women gifted for service

Campus Courts: 
CDA’s Present and Future 
By Olga Samaniego
Second Vice National Regent and Campus Court Chairman

W hen we first branched out into campus courts, I believe our vision was some-

what limited. We were looking to build tomorrow’s Church, and, by extension, 

to ensure CDA’s future growth. 

While those goals are still valid, they have been much over-
shadowed by the exciting things that the young women of the 
campus courts are contributing to the Church and to CDA today. 
What we had failed to fully appreciate when we fi rst envisioned 
campus courts was that the women of today’s campus courts have 
been gifted for immediate service just as the women of local courts 
have, and they are off ering those gifts to God’s people with open 
hearts and hands and with boundless energy and enthusiasm.

Currently, we have 12 campus courts: Court St. Clare of Assisi 
#2559 at Baylor University in Waco, Texas; Court Daughters of 
the Incarnate Word #2583 at University of the Incarnate Word in 
San Antonio, Texas; Court St. Macrina #2587 at Th e University of 
St. Th omas in Houston, Texas; Court Belles of St. Mary’s #2615 at 
St. Mary’s University in San Antonio, Texas; Court Daughters of 
St. Agnes #2622 at Stephen F. Austin University in Nacogdoches, 
Texas; Court St. Angela Merci #2631 at Texas Women’s University 
in Denton, Texas; Court Our Lady of Grace #2591 at Briar Cliff  
University in Sioux City, Iowa; Court Our Lady of Good Counsel 
#2434 at Georgetown University in Washington, DC; Court 
George Washington University #2577 at George Washington 
University in Washington, DC; Court Stonehill College #2623 
at Stonehill College in Easton, MA; Court Our Lady of Lourdes 
#2643 at Th e United State Naval Academy in Annapolis, MD; 
and Court Catholic University #2646 at Th e Catholic University 
of America in Washington, DC. Th e members of these courts are 
energetic and inventive. Th ey have so much to off er God’s people, 
and they off er what they have so willingly that they are an inspi-
ration to the local courts and advisors who are meant to mentor 
and teach them. 

Since they carry full loads at school, and since many work to 
supplement their incomes, they have to be creative and inventive 
for meetings and activities. Because they are students and money 
is tight, they give freely of things that cost little but mean so much, 
their time and their talent. Last Christmas, the court at Briar Cliff  
off ered babysitting services for employees so that they could do 
their Christmas shopping. Th ey also sponsored an “Angel Tree” 
so that children of the community would receive Christmas gifts. 

Court Catholic University #2646’s Fall Retreat with Chaplain Fr. Frank Donio.

Reception of New Members into Court Belles of St. Mary at 
St. Mary’s University.Continued on next page
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Several times a year they offer free child care afternoons or evenings 
for employees of the university. Additionally, in December they 
made Rosary bracelets for a group of missionaries to take with 
them to Honduras in January. 

Members of campus courts also participate in many of the 
same kinds of projects as the women in local courts tradition-
ally undertake. The campus courts in San Antonio work hard 
at Habitat for Humanity builds, and they made goodies for the 
Texas State convention bags in order to be a part of state activities. 
About 25 campus court members are making plans to attend the 
Texas State Convention. 

Members participate in a wide variety of campus activities as 
well, and they witness their faith in Christ to their peers by the 
way they live their everyday lives. Most importantly, they spend 
time in activities that will enrich them spiritually and help them 
deepen their relationships with God. These are young women 
of prayer who are seeking to know the will of God and to fulfill 
His will in their lives. They participate in campus retreats and 
prayer vigils and become deeply involved in projects that will help 
them live out the Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy. Court 
Catholic University #2646 attended the USCCB service project 
in Baltimore, MD, to help the Bishops in the Stop Hunger Now 
Project. There they helped package 30,000 meals!

The young women of campus courts are not just the future 
of our Church; they are an integral and vital part of the Church 
today. They are using their gifts today, and they are growing in 
faith and experience so that they will continue to enrich the 
Church when they leave campus life. 

If you would like any information about campus courts, or 
if you would like information on how to start a campus court, 
please contact me at olgasamaniego@hotmail.com. The Campus 
Court Handbook is available for all existing courts and for anyone 
wishing to start a court. It will be included in any future purchases 
of the Tools of the Trade, Second Edition. Sherry Nilles and I 
are blessed to have been given the opportunity to work with the 
women of campus courts, and we look forward to spending time 
with them. I undertake this chairmanship fully aware and grateful 
for the fact that it is they who will teach and inspire me. 

Court Catholic University #2646 at the Stop Hunger Now Project with 
Bishop Rojas, Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago.

Court Our Lady of Grace 
at Briar Cliff University 
with children in their 
babysitting program.

Members of Court St. Clare of Assisi at Baylor during a Campus  
Court Retreat.

Court Daughters of the Incarnate Word at Incarnate Word University  
participate in a Habitat Build.

Court Our Lady of Grace at Briar 
Cliff University makes Rosary 
bracelets for missionaries leaving 
for Honduras.

Continued from previous page
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Dealing effectively with internal confl icts 

Confl ict Management 101
Part I: Understanding the Sources, Symptoms and Consequences of Confl ict

By Sheila Storey
National Director

T oday, conflicts in business, nonprofit, and religious organizations mirror our larger 

society. Raised voices, distorted facial expressions and inflammatory rhetoric have 

become the norm. 

Everyone is shouting and demanding that their conclusion is 
the right one. Civility, compromise, and compassion have taken 
a back seat. Dealing eff ectively with internal confl icts can be the 
diff erence between a healthy court and an unhealthy one.

Th is article is the fi rst of three on confl ict management. Th e 
second article will cover strategies for successful interventions, 
and the third and fi nal article will cover what happens when no 
resolution is reached at the local or state level.

Confl icts arise because of our diff erences in opinion, style, 
personality, goals, etc. Th ey are natural and inevitable conse-
quences of our very existence. Confl ict has been around since 
Adam and Eve. Whether confl ict is ultimately constructive or 
destructive depends entirely on how we go about resolving it. 

If we approach confl ict calmly and rationally with an open 
mind and a cooperative spirit, we can both achieve a positive 
result and enhance trust and cooperation among the members. In 
the end, a healthier and more vibrant court emerges.

However, if we approach confl ict with a hostile, confronta-
tional, “my way or the highway” attitude, we are certain to wind 
up with a dysfunctional court—a court where members are 
polarized, meetings are tense, offi  cers feel constantly under attack 
and little is ever accomplished. Would you want to join or be a 
member of a court in such chaos?

Communication.
Communication is a key factor in management of confl icts. 
Good communication can lead to positive resolution. On the 
other hand, poor communication can be a root cause of confl ict 
and often aggravates an already bad situation.

How we communicate can lead to clarity or misunder-
standing. Th e messages we’re trying to send are not necessarily 
the ones that are received. It’s not so much what we say as how
we say it. When our words say one thing and our tone and 
body language say something entirely diff erent, our listener may 
perceive the wrong message. 

Technology has given us wonderful communication tools, 
but they are double-edged swords. Emails and texts contain only 

the words; the tone and body language are missing. Something 
written in jest can be received as hostile, critical or disrespectful. 
Something written in all caps can come across as shouting.

Remember: In communication, perception trumps reality 
every time. 

Before we can tackle the problem of resolving confl icts, we 
have to consider its sources and learn to recognize its symptoms.

What are Some Sources of Confl ict?
Personal diff erences—It’s a fact of life that people are diff erent 
and there are people who just don’t like each other. Whether 
these diff erences result from past history, personality or diff er-
ences of opinion is immaterial. But when they overfl ow into the 
court’s business, the results can be very detrimental.

Continued on next page
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Resistance to change—The status quo is very comfortable 
and change can be very stressful. When new people take office 
or someone seeks to change the status quo, some members feel 
threatened and may resist. 

Hidden agendas—When a member or group pursues an undis-
closed objective, she often loses sight of the bigger picture. In 
its extreme, the achievement of her hidden goal supersedes what 
would be best for the whole group.

Differences in leadership style—How many times have you 
heard a comment like, “This new regent is not like the last one?” 
Such comments are like rain drops: too many and you have a 
mess to clean up. 

Perceived loss of power, prestige or status—Some people just 
can’t let go. For example: a past officer isn’t adjusting well to not 
being in charge anymore. She attempts to regain her prior status 
by seeking attention. She interjects her thoughts and opinions at 
every opportunity. Imagine how demoralizing that can be to a 
new leader. 

The meeting within the meeting—What comes to mind here is 
the group sitting in the back row at each meeting. They comment 
to each other about what is being discussed and make sure to 
speak loud enough so they can be heard by everyone. 

What are the Symptoms?
The following are some specific hot spots to watch out for:

Negative body language—A lot of negative communication is 
non-verbal, like disapproving yawns, frowning, sneers, pursed 
lips, staring, crossed arms and legs.

Lack of respect for each other—During meetings, members 
engage in shouting, name calling, hurtful remarks or passive 
aggression in order to silence a perceived opponent or to counter 
a new idea.

Lack of respect for and cooperation with elected officers—
Examples are public or private sniping at court leaders, constant 
criticism, frequent interruptions, and challenging most decisions.

“Gotchas”—Members bring up touchy subjects with no notice 
or out of context. This is often done in front of an audience and 
with intent to embarrass another person or group or advance a 
hidden agenda.

Cliques—These are groups within courts that huddle together to 
talk about other groups or conspire against, demean, or otherwise 
undermine another group, individual or idea.

Back channel communications—This is the sort of secret chat-
tering that cliques engage in. An example is the meeting that takes 
place in the hall or parking lot after a court meeting to dissect 
everything that was discussed. Another is the email conversation 
among a small group where they complain about “so-and-so” or 
air grievances they would never voice in a more public venue. 
This is especially harmful when it undermines a court’s leadership 
or impugns an individual’s character or motives.

Disruptive meeting behavior—While interruptions certainly 
fit the description, disruptive behavior can also take the form of 
private conversations during the meeting (like the clique sitting 
in the back row) and prolonged discussion of dead issues. 

Next edition of Share magazine:  
Part II: Strategies for Successful Resolutions.

Continued from previous page
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History of the lecture at The Catholic University of America

Endowed Chair Preserves Heritage 
By Shirley Seyfried
National Regent-Elect

The history of the lecture on Catholic Church History in the United States is a part of 

the history of the endowed chair in Catholic Church history at Catholic University.

In 1974, Th e National Board of the Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas began contemplating how best to commemorate the 
upcoming Bicentennial of the United States in 1976. Archbishop 
Philip M. Hannan, who was then the National Chaplain of the 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas, suggested that the Catholic 
Daughters endow a Chair in American Catholic Church History 
at Th e Catholic University of America in Washington, DC. 

In deciding to endow the chair, the Catholic Daughters recognized 
that it is all too human to forget what has gone before us. In order 
to remind future generations of the heritage of American Catholics, 
the Catholic Daughters decided to donate $750,000 to Catholic 
University in 1976 for the endowed chair, which is in the School of 
Religious Studies and its Department of Church History. Archbishop 
Hannan, who was also Chairman of the Board of Catholic University, 
congratulated and thanked the Catholic Daughters on their decision 
to provide the Chair and stated that “this chair will provide the means 
to discover and impart to all the richness of the Catholic heritage, 
your contribution to both God and Country.” 

Th e fi rst occupant of the Chair was Monsignor John Tracy 
Ellis, a noted scholar of Catholic Church history. When he heard 
the news of the endowment, he commented, “I wonder if even the 
Catholic Daughters themselves fully realize how benefi cial their 
generous action will be and what lasting eff ects it will have for the 
Catholic community of the United States.”

As a sign of their appreciation to the Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas for the endowed chair, an annual lecture is given each 
spring at Catholic University. Interestingly, the lecture is held in 
Hannan Hall, which was named for Archbishop Hannan, who 
had originally suggested the endowment. Some of the topics of 
the lectures in recent years have included: the role Catholics have 
played in “the culture of life versus the culture of death” in America; 
the role the Catholic Sisters have played in America’s Catholic 
Schools; the role of the Sisters in the settling of the American west; 
and a lecture on the American Catholic female saints. 

Th is year’s lecture was held on February 24 in Hannan Hall. 
Th e lecture was presented by Dr. Julia Young, Assistant Professor in 
the Department of History at Th e Catholic University of America. 
Th e title of her lecture was “Hotheaded Fanatics and Incognito 
Nuns: Th e Role of Mexican Catholic Women in the U.S. during 
Mexico’s Cristero War, 1926-1929.” She began the lecture by 
discussing the history of the Cristero War. She stated that the 
Mexican Constitution of 1916 severely restricted the Catholic 

Church by restricting what nuns and priests were allowed to do 
and by banning religious education. Nuns and priests were banned 
from wearing any kind of religious clothing in public. However, 
while these laws were on the books, they were not enforced. 

In 1924, when President Calles, an atheist, came into power, 
he began to seriously enforce these regulations. President Calles’ 
rulings severely restricted the Catholic Church, suspending all 
church activities including the celebration of Mass and reception 
of the sacraments. As a result, Mexican Catholics took up arms, 
and they became known as the Cristeros, hence, the name of the 
war, the Cristero War. Th e battle cry of the Cristeros was “Viva 
Cristo Rey” or “Long Live Christ the King.” Th e emphasis of 
Dr. Young’s presentation was on the involvement of women and 
nuns.  During the war, entire convents of nuns escaped to the 
United States with only the clothes on their backs. Th ey told the 
story of what was happening to the church in Mexico, and once 
in the U. S., they were not allowed to return to Mexico. Some of 
the nuns disguised themselves and went back incognito to help 
the Cristeros. Many Catholic Mexican women also assisted the 
Cristeros by smuggling guns and ammunition to them to aid 
them in battle. Th e presentation of these and many other facts 
regarding the role of women in the Cristero War provided the 
audience with a very interesting and informative experience. 

Th ank you to Rayola McLaughlin, Past National Regent, for 
providing articles written about the establishment of the Chair 
in Catholic Church History. We are happy to be associated with 
Catholic University and its Department of Church History and 
have appreciated the many educational lectures which have been 
presented throughout the years. 

From left to right are Msgr. John Tracy Ellis, Dr. Annabelle Melville, then 
Catholic University President Dr. Edmund D. Pellegrino, then National 
Regent Mary Murray, and the Rev. Robert Trisco.
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Continuum of care meets diverse needs

Serving Society’s Most Vulnerable Citizens

S ister Rosemary Connelly, RSM, has been the director of Misericordia for 44 years. 

She was honored by the Catholic Daughters as the Catholic Woman of the Year at 

the 2012 National Convention. 

At the suggestion of many of the members at the conven-
tion, and by vote of the National board, it was decided to include 
Misericordia as one of the National Charities of the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas. Below is an article to introduce you to 
Misericordia and their wonderful work.

Misericordia off ers a community of care that maximizes poten-
tial for persons with mild to profound developmental disabilities, 
many of whom are also physically challenged. By serving society’s 
most vulnerable citizens, Misericordia also serves the families who 
want the best for them, yet cannot provide it at home.

Th rough a spectrum of residential options on its 31-acre 
Chicago campus and in the community, and with a wide variety 
of programs, Misericordia currently serves more than 600 children 
and adults from diverse racial, religious and socio-economic back-
grounds. Twenty percent of residents either come from poverty 
families or have no families and are wards of the State. 

Misericordia off ers a continuum of care to meet their diverse 
needs and aspires for each individual to live as independently as 
possible in the highest level of community integration feasible. 
Residential settings include:
• CILAs (Community Integrated Living Arrangements for small 

groups in neighborhood homes outside Misericordia’s main 
campus) 

• On-campus apartments 
• Group homes on-campus 
• Skilled nursing residence 

Misericordia residents are important citizens of the greater 
Chicago community. Some residents work regularly at Chicago 
businesses. Other businesses outsource projects to be performed 
on-campus by Misericordia residents. Community volunteers 
bring their expertise to Misericordia. Residents regularly go 
on community excursions for social and recreational events. 
Misericordia strives to involve its residents in all feasible aspects 
of community living.

While Misericordia is operated by the Sisters of Mercy under 
the auspices of the Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago, which has 
generously provided the property upon which Misericordia stands, 
its programs, renovations and new buildings are made possible 
through private fundraising.

Misericordia receives support for operations from the Illinois 
Department of Human Services, the Illinois Department of 
Healthcare and Family Services, the Department of Children and 

Family Services and the Illinois State Board of Education.
Misericordia is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profi t corporation providing 

help for those in need since 1921. With the support of affi  liated 
groups, legislators and volunteers, and through the generosity of 
corporations, foundations, individuals and families, Misericordia 
will continue to work toward a bright future where persons with 
disabilities achieve maximum independence and realize their 
greatest potential – in an environment of dignity, challenge, 
respect and spirituality. 

Misericordia Home
6300 N. Ridge Ave, Chicago, IL 60660
(773) 973-6300; www.misericordia.org

The Misericordia staff is dedicated to helping each individual live as 
independently as possible.

As director, Sister Rosemary Connelly, RSM (center), helps residents be a 
part of the greater Chicago community.
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During this Year of Faith,
celebrate the Month of Mary with 

these great Rosary products!

The Family That Prays Together Stays Together.

The beauty of Rosary prayer 
comes alive in May as we 
celebrate the Month of Mary. 

Honor the 
Blessed Virgin 
during this 
Year of Faith 
by celebrating 

with these books, CDs and DVDs 
focusing on the Rosary from Holy 
Cross Family Ministries. Founded 
by Servant of God Father Patrick 
Peyton, this ministry is dedicated 
to daily family prayer, especially 
the Rosary.

www.HCFMstore.org •  www.FamilyRosary.org • 800-299-PRAY (7729)
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Yearly budget guides court activites

How to Create a Budget
By Heather A. Rave
Second Vice State Regent, New York

T he office of court treasurer is important because the treasurer is in control of 

monitoring the court’s money and disbursement.

The treasurer is responsible for keeping accurate books that will 
enable her to give a full financial report whenever requested. The 
treasurer should do her best to see that everything is done properly 
so that there are no doubts about her integrity. She must disburse 
funds and pay bills promptly as approved by the court and be able 
to inform the court of its financial strengths and weaknesses. The 
treasurer must also attend her court meetings and assist in the 
preparation of a court budget.

The court budget should be the regulating factor for the court’s 
activities. The budget is a statement of the organization’s planned 
expenditures and income based on the approval and commitment of 
the court and should be used as a guide for the court’s activities during 
the year. The following steps can be taken to create your court’s budget.

1. The first step in creating a budget is for your court officers to 
have an annual planning session with your court members. 
This will give the court board and members the opportunity 
to discuss what the court wants to accomplish for the year, 
identify what income-earning projects the court might want 
to pursue and identify what the court may spend money on 
during the upcoming year. With good planning, a simple 
budget can be created for the entire year.

2. Gather every financial statement you can. This includes bank 
statements, investment accounts, recent utility bills and any 
other information regarding a source of income or expense. 
The more information you can dig up the better.

3. Record all of your sources of income. This includes any fund-
raisers you do throughout the year. 

4. Write down a list of all the expected expenses you plan on 
incurring over the course of the year. 

5. Total the court’s monthly income and monthly expenses. If 
your end result shows more income than expenses you are off 
to a good start. This means you can prioritize this excess to 
areas of your budget such as retreats or other events. If you are 
showing a higher expense column than income, it means some 
changes will have to be made.

6. Make adjustments to expenses. If you have accurately identified 
and listed all of your expenses, the ultimate goal is to have your 
income and expense columns be equal. This means all of your 
income is accounted for and budgeted for a specific expense.

7. Review your budget monthly. It is important to review your 
budget on a regular basis to make sure you are staying on track. 
After the first month, take a minute to sit down and compare the 
actual expenses versus allotted expenses in the budget. This will 
show you where you did well and where you may need to improve.

When approving the budget, the court must commit to raising the 
necessary income, for without the budgeted income, the court cannot 
spend as it had planned without incurring a deficit. Thus, when total 
expected income is not achieved, total expenditures must be cut.

“For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit 
down first and count the cost, whether he may have enough to 
finish it; lest perhaps, after he has laid the foundation and is not 
able to finish, all those seeing begin to mock him, saying, This 
man began to build and was not able to finish.” 

— Luke 14:28-30.  

NUMbeR OR CODe DATe TRANSACTION DeSCRIPTION PAyMeNT, Fee, WITHDRAWAL (-) ✓ DePOSIT, CReDIT (+) $ BALANCE

Standard transaction form for fiscal record-keeping.
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The quest of a lifetime

Our Journey Toward God
By Olga Samaniego
Second Vice National Regent

A s you read this article, we are about half way through our journey through the 

Year of Faith. I hope you have experienced a fruitful and exciting journey and that 

your relationship with our Lord has grown by leaps and bounds.

If, however, you have not experienced much growth yet, now 
is not the time to become discouraged. Th is Year of Faith is not 
meant to be the complete journey; it is only the beginning. Our 
quest to come to know God is the work of a lifetime.

If you have become a bit stalled on your spiritual journey, 
maybe I can off er a couple of suggestions. First of all, don’t be 

too hard on yourself. Maybe you have made the commitment 
to attend daily Mass or participate regularly in another spiritual 
exercise and have been unable to complete that commitment. Or 
perhaps as you have set aside more time for prayer, you have found 
prayer to be more diffi  cult. Maybe the more you pray, the less you 
feel. Th is is not uncommon. We need to remember that we are 
called to follow not to lead. It is not as important that we deter-
mine what we will do to get closer to the Lord as it is to allow Him 
to draw us closer to Himself. 

Many fi nd it helpful to begin their prayer time by asking a 
question, “Lord, where will you lead me today?” Th ey then open 
the Bible and read and meditate on the chapter the Lord gives 
them. Rather than stressing over what to say to the Lord, let the 
Lord speak to you about whatever He chooses. Additionally, if a 
regular type of spiritual exercise is not working for you, try varying 
your prayer. One day it may be morning Mass, and maybe an 
evening Mass another day. One day it may be a walk while you 
meditate on the mysteries of the Rosary. Another day, your prayer 
may consist of visiting someone who is ill or of spending time 
volunteering at a hospital. You can make your whole day a prayer. 

I received a beautiful card recently that contained a poem by 
James Dillet Freeman that I think sums up the essence of a true 
spiritual journey: 

Th e light of God surrounds me;
Th e love of God enfolds me;
Th e power of God protects me;
Th e presence of God watches over me;
Wherever I am, God is.

Our journey toward God doesn’t have to be a diffi  cult journey. 
Growth is sometimes a bit scary, but it is also exciting and joyful. 
Th e thing to remember is, wherever we are going, God is already 
there. We don’t have to pray harder or better; we don’t have to 
be stronger or work our fi ngers to the bone. All we need to do is 
recognize that where we are now, God is present. Give yourself to 
Him and let Him do the rest. I can’t promise you an easy life, but 
I can promise you a wonderful one. Th is year of faith is just the 
beginning! God’s peace be with you. 
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Each of us has a spiritual gift

Follow the Leader; 
Lead the Followers
By Helene Shepard
First Vice National Regent 

B y the time this goes to print we will have new state regents and state officers 

throughout our organization. Congratulations to each of you. What does this mean 

to our members and to those in the leadership positions?

It not only means a new start for all involved, but it also means 
that we can all make a diff erence. We may ask, “How can this be 
done”? Th e answer is simple.

“Th ere are diff erent kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; 
there are diff erent forms of service but the same Lord; there are 
diff erent workings but the same God who produces all of them 
in everyone.” 

1 Corinthians 12:4

Each of us has received a personal gift or talent from the Lord. 
Th ere are people who may be good followers who do not make 
good leaders or don’t even want to be leaders. However, there are 
no good leaders who are not good followers. Being a good follower 
is often ignored, yet it is what makes good leadership possible.

Perhaps it is worthwhile to take a look at the characteristics of 
a good follower. Th ey are the ones who work with, not against, the 
leader, even if they are not in full agreement with their ideas. Th ey 

don’t undermine the leader’s ideas with negative criticism. Th ey 
ask themselves, what is more important, ego or getting the job 
done. Th en they throw in their support and get going.

Good followers also take the time to speak to their leaders in 
private when they disagree instead of publicly where their remarks 
can be hurtful and embarrassing. Th ey are able not only to receive 
information but also to give useful feedback.

Th ey can come up with a plan and present it and still have the 
grace and dignity to accept rejection because they have the good 
of the organization as their ultimate goal. Yet, they accept respon-
sibility when it is given and are trustworthy in their position.

We should consider our roles as leaders and as followers. Each 
is as important as the other. Each depends on the other. Let us 
begin our new year in CDA re-committed to being Good Leaders 
and Good Followers, for in the words of St. Paul, 

“All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he 
distributes them to each one, just as he determines.” 
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Supporting Church teachings

Our Sunday Visitor:  
‘Companions on the Journey’ 
By Tom Panas

Y ou’ve probably noticed Our Sunday Visitor’s well-designed ads in recent issues 

of Share and perhaps purchased some of their fine books. Share spoke with Greg 

Erlandson, OSV’s president and publisher, to learn more about this newer member 

of Share’s advertising family.

“Father John Noll formed Our Sunday Visitor as a newsweekly 
in1912,” Erlandson explains. “Its mission was to inform Catholics 
about the events of the day and help their faith formation. At the 
time many Catholics were immigrants who were very pious but 
who needed help forming their faith.”

The mission, Erlandson adds, was also to defend the Church 
against unjust attacks. For example, Father Noll wrote against The 
Menace, a socialist publication which wrote that immigrants were 
stealing American jobs. Father Noll also defended the Church 
against the Ku Klux Klan which was virulently anti-Catholic at 
the time.

“Today,” Erlandson continues, “we maintain those early tradi-
tions. And we build upon the analogy Pope John Paul II made that 
the Western and Eastern Churches are like two lungs in which 
the Church breathes, and through which doctrinal and social 
teachings are linked. The Pope said that to take away one is to do 
damage to both. We take a strong editorial position on this and 
also that the dignity of the human person informs Catholic moral 
teaching.”

One way in which OSV supports the dignity of the human 
person is through Our Sunday Visitor Institute. The Institute 
donates to Catholic organizations (they must be listed in The 
Official Catholic Directory) with donations averaging $25,000 - 
$35,000 for projects primarily in the United States lasting about 
a year. (For more information, write to osvinstitute@osv.com or 
www.osvinstitute.com. Deadlines to receive applications are April 
10, August 10 and December 10.)

Erlandson is proud of the OSV Institute and proud to be a 
Catholic publisher. He says that these are exciting times to be in 
Catholic publishing. He describes the last 10 years of the Catholic 
publishing market as undergoing dramatic change. “Social media 
has created an upheaval. In response, we’ve created about 200 
ebooks and our largest customer is Amazon.com.

“On the other hand,” Erlandson adds quickly, “people still 
want to read books and other printed materials. So we will 

continue to be active in this area.”
Erlandson was asked if there was anything he’d like to say to the 

76,000 Catholic Daughters who will read this story. “Here we are 
on the verge of a new pontificate,” he replied, “and I think one of 
the many brilliant things that Pope Benedict did was to declare the 
Year of Faith with a continued emphasis on New Evangelization. 
Part of that New Evangelization is the encounter with Christ.

“Challenges to our faith come from everywhere in all shapes 
and sizes. To face them we must first engage in that encounter 
with Christ. From that encounter, we can stand up to those who 
would do us harm and at the same time deepen our relationship 
with the Church. At OSV we strive to remain firmly rooted in this 
encounter with Christ so we can better focus on how to make our 
Catholic faith come alive to people. 

“In this way we see ourselves as ‘companions on the journey.’” 

Our Sunday Visitor President and Publisher Greg Erlandson.
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California Court  
Blankets Hospital  
Patients with Love 

Members of Court St. Francis 
of Assisi #1652, Hanford, 

California, spent an entire afternoon 
making more than 120 pillowcases 
and prayer blankets for the Valley 
Children’s Hospital and other local 
hospitals. The patients loved having 
their own personal pillowcases while 
they were hospitalized. Kings County 
4-H members also helped.

News&Notes

Participants proudly display the items they created for hospital patients.

Idaho Court 
Savors  
Memories of 
Christmas 
Celebration

Members of Court 
St. Theresa of 

the Mountains #1053, 
Kellogg, Idaho, fondly 
recall their annual 
Christmas party that 
was held on December 11th at St. Rita’s Church Parish Hall in Kellogg. 
Court members brought gifts to make layettes for a local pro-life organi-
zation and made donations to the local food bank. In the photo, left to 
right, Beth Ferraro and Lillian Lannen watch while Vice Regent Colleen 
Braun explains who will receive the layettes as she thanked the Catholic 
Daughters for their generous donations.

‘Quacktacular’ Event in 
Illinois Just Ducky

Court of the Archangels #2600, 
Antioch, Illinois, held its first annual 

Rubber Ducky Derby to raise money for 
local charities and to build the court’s new 
church, St. Raphael the Archangel. The 
event included entertainment, children’s 
games and “plenty of good food.” Plans 
for next year’s event are underway.

Carrie Loomis watches children playing the 
“Wind in the Boat” game at the Rubber Ducky 
Derby.

Iowa Court Brightens Day for Homebound 
Individuals

Court Mt. Carmel #354, Lawler, Iowa, created May baskets for people in 
the area unable to leave their homes. Contents included personal items 

such as wet wipes, individual purse-size Kleenex, hand cream, tooth paste, 
gum, candy, note pads, pens, window sun catchers, small room decorations 
and flowers. Among those present were Elaine Costigan, Colleen Busta, 
Joanne Winter, Jeanne Loftus, Pat Zajicek, Rose Njus, Delores Cuvelier, Irma 
Hageman and Marium Humpal. 
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Walking for Cookies in Iowa

Court Our Lady of Fatima #1492, 
Manning, Iowa, held its Annual Cookie 

Walk as part of the Manning Weihnachtsfest 
Celebration. The proceeds were donated to 
various charities. Court members, from left to 
right, are Nina Rasmussen, Carleen Schwieso, 
regent, and Cookie Walk Co-Chairmen 
Vickie Tibben and Cathy Pfannkuch.

News&Notes

Louisiana Court Adopts Family for 
Christmas

Court Our Lady Queen of Heaven #1785, Lake Charles, 
Louisiana, adopted a family last Christmas. The parents 

have two daughters and two sons; they are expecting a new 
baby girl at any time. The family was sponsored by New Life 
Counseling, a non-profit organization whose mission is to 
minister to the spiritual, physical, emotional, and financial 
needs of women during and after pregnancy, and to provide 
accurate information regarding abortion, adoption, single 
parenting and marriage. Court members donated approxi-
mately $1,200 in cash and gifts, lavishing the parents and 
children with clothes, shoes, sleepwear, bedding, electronics, 
bikes and toys. 

Louisiana Court Holds 
Annual Food Drive

For the past 25 years Court of the 
Visitation #1999, Lake Charles, 

Louisiana, has held an annual food 
drive which assists up to 75 families at 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. St. Theodore 
parish, local schools and area merchants 
contribute to the drive. In the photo, 
left to right, Lavenia Fontenot, Sylvia 
Lavergne, regent, Cynthia McCown, 
treasurer, Jennifer Foreman and Martina 
Conrad prepare food baskets for the drive.

Left to right, Past Vice Regent Mary Ann Kohnke-Borel, Past Regent 
Elaine Trahan, Regent Melina Dally and Treasurer Sandra Dally.
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New Hampshire State Court Holds  
Fall Workshop

The New Hampshire State Court held its fall workshop, at 
which every court in the state was represented. Programs 

presented throughout the day by state officers, Past National 
Regent M. Joan McKenna, Past National Director Arline 
Marro and National Director Arline Rich included training 
sessions for all court officers, Circle of Love chairs and district 
deputies. 

Seated, left to right, are M. Joan McKenna, New Hampshire  
State Regent Linda Bergeron, National Director Arline Rich.  

Standing, left to right, are New Hampshire State Officers  
Adele Boeske, Jane Powers, Elaine Bean and Ann Saran.

News&Notes

New Jersey Court Celebrates 
Polish Night

Court Bonaventure #1656, Lavallette, New Jersey, 
held a Polish Night in the parish hall. The large 

crowd enjoyed delicious Polish food and dancing, and 
prizes were awarded. In the photo are co-chairmen 
Joan Jarvis, left and Alice Bass. 

New York Court Celebrates  
‘Make a Difference Day’

Court Blessed Trinity #2488, Wolcott, New York, held a 
parish-wide food drive in which members collected food to 

help restock the shelves at three food pantries. Some of the food 
was also distributed to families who lost power due to Hurricane 
Sandy.
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Standing with two of the boxes prepared for food pantries and families 
affected by Hurricane Sandy are, left to right, Barbara Campbell, Patricia 
Younglove, Peg Soule and Barbara Dauphin.
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News&Notes

Ohio Court Believes in Miracles

Court Bellaire #367, Bellaire, Ohio, recently collected items 
for the Miracle of Life project, one of the court’s monthly 

service projects. In the photo, with some of the items collected, 
are, left to right, court officers Jean Rigas, Irene Bickmeier, 
Lucy Paul, Julie Curran and Mary DeGenova.

Texas Court Enjoys Quality  
of Life Project

Court Our Lady of Mt. Carmel #1993, 
Edinburg, Texas, held its annual 

Thanksgiving project under the Quality of 
Life program. The three Catholic Churches in 
Edinburg selected four families from their parish 
and the Catholic Daughters then donated canned 
goods, pies and tea and purchased a prepared 
Thanksgiving dinner and made a monetary 
donation. Gift baskets for each of the 12 families 
included a “Spiritual Gift” with rosaries, prayer 
books and a statue of the Blessed Mother. 

Virginia Court Holds  
Fashionable Event

Court of Redeemer’s Angels #2456, Mechanicsville, 
Virginia, presented its third holiday benefit 

fashion show at the Church of the Redeemer in 
Mechanicsville. Guests were delighted with dazzling 
decor, a jewelry show sale and a delicious dinner 
followed by desserts baked by CDA members. 
Commentary was given by local student Becca Lass 
and clothes were provided by Peebles Department 
Store. Court members and friends modeled the fash-
ions. Proceeds went to Redeemer’s new sound system, 
a local food pantry and other court projects. Nancy 
Cosby was the fashion 
show chairperson.

National Directors’ Club Update

The National Directors’ Club met at a dinner meeting prior to 
the National Biennial Convention in Omaha, Nebraska. The 

meeting was called to order by President M. Joan McKenna and the 
agenda was approved. Past National Director Kim Spicka presented 
the officers for 2012-2014: Past National Regent M. Joan McKenna 
was re-elected president, Past National Director Mary Jo Kozar 
was re-elected treasurer and JoAnn Schaefers was elected secretary. 
Three advisors will be appointed by the president. The club then 
voted unanimously to donate $50 to the Rinaldi Fund for the care 
of the Rinaldi children in memory of their beloved mother and 
Past National Regent 
Grace Rinaldi.

Left to right, Mary Jo 
Kozar, M. Joan McKenna 

and JoAnn Schaefers 
accept their leadership 

roles for the 2012-2014 
term of office.

Members of the Thanksgiving Basket Committee, Nilda Garza, chairman (who headed 
this project under the guidance of Regent Leocadita Pena) stand with the gift baskets 
they created. Other court members, not pictured, volunteered to deliver the baskets.

Gilda Cadieux was one 
of the many court  

members and friends who  
modeled the fashions.
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People

Bishop Welcomed 
at Kansas Court 
meeting 

Court Salina #1972, Salina, 
Kansas, welcomed Most Rev. 

Edward J. Weisenburger, newly- 
appointed bishop of the Salina 
Diocese, at the court’s monthly 
meeting. Bishop Weisenburger 
spoke about Mary and preparing 
one’s heart for Advent. Members 
from Court Evarista #1138, 
Clyde, Kansas, were present.

Kentucky Court 
Installs New Officers

Court St. Anne #2568, 
Richmond, Kentucky, honored  

its new officers at an installation 
ceremony. In the photo, left to 
right, are Connie Wason, finan-
cial secretary, Alissa Williams, 
vice regent, Jill Silver, treasurer, 
Mary Rose Bauer, recording secre-
tary, National Director Joyce Ann 
Fleming, who visited Kentucky 
from her home in Massachusetts 
for the ceremony, and Betty 
Melinda Lamb, regent.

Nebraska Court Receives New Members

Court Little Flower #988, Columbus, Nebraska, received 15 new members at a 
Mass celebrated by Chaplain Rev. Tom Weisbecker. New and existing members 

who gathered together for a photo, are: standing, left to right, Irene Backs, Mary Kay 
Krings, Lorraine Zwiener, Betty Zoucha, Past Nebraska State Regent Monica Veik, 
Father Weisbecker, Sandy McCumber, Vice Regent Cathy Garbers, Gloria Schaefer, 
Vice Regent Gloria Rinkol, Treasurer Carolyn Wulff and Financial Secretary Sharron 
Garretson. Seated, left to right, are Secretary Rose M. Braun, Dorie Schrad, Marian 
Lloyd, Joan Heimann, Jean Beiermann, Peggy Brooks and Jolene Svehla. Front row, 
left to right, are Carol Ternus, Shirley Hoessel, Kathy Gilsdorf, Theresa Gabriel and 
Deb Svehla. New members not pictured: Norma Beckman, Janet Dobesh, Pat Karsk, 
Bonnie McPhillips, Bonnie Menks, Marie Nelson, Dee Reiser, Louise Stopak, Vera 
Sullivan and Sue Wozny.

Back row, left to right, are Judy Askren, Linda Brown, Marie Bonilla, Cheryl Roberti, Monica Bachamp, 
Rose Pace, Judy White, Bishop Weisenburger, Terrie Reitbrock, Susan Hellmer, vice regent, Deb 
Scheef, Becky Garcia, Shelly Gaskill, Karen Hauser, Ashley Myers, Marlene Bonilla, Lillian Sanders 
and Marge Ahern. Front row, left to right, are Pam Keller, regent, Pat Klenda, Esther Gall, treasurer, 
Marlene Hermes, financial secretary, Mona Marrs, Julie Ottley, Mary Roesner and Mary Dolan.
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New York Court Installs New Officers

New officers of Court Father John P. Mooney #1921, 
Mahopac, New York, joined members at the court’s annual 

potluck supper at St. John the Evangelist Church in Mahopac. 
A delicious meal cooked by members was followed by a meeting 
at which guest speaker Second Vice New York State Regent and 
CDA New York State Supervisor of the Archdiocese Heather 
Rave gave an informative speech, answered questions and held 
a teaching class for the new officers. Heather also presented 
Adelaide Appel with her 50 year membership pin.

People

Left to right are Recording Secretary Marianne DeLuca, Treasurer Eleanor 
Bellows, Vice Regent Rosemarie Mayo, Guest speaker Heather Rave, 
Regent Barbara Neary and Financial Secretary Gloria Wiesen. 

New Officers Installed in 
Pennsylvania Court

Court St. Thomas #1483, Franklin, Pennsyl-
vania, installed newly-elected officers for the 

2012-2014 term. In the photo, left to right, are 
Helen Urda, recording secretary, Linda Lusher, 
financial secretary, Kathy Horner, regent, Karen 
Whitten, vice regent and Sue Hannon, treasurer.

National Director Leads Pro-Life Event

National Director Vickie Feist, from Pierre, South Dakota, was Mistress of Ceremonies 
for a pro-life event at the South Dakota State Capitol during the week before the  

annual March for Life in Washington, D.C. Entitled “40th Hour of Reflection – 
Religious Freedom, the Foundation for Protecting Life,” it took place at the South 
Dakota State Capitol Rotunda in Pierre on January 20 at 2:00 PM, following a Life 
Chain Walk that was held from 12:30-1:30 PM. In the photo, Vickie Feist addresses the 
gathering in her role as Mistress of Ceremonies.

Celebrating CDA Day in New York With 
New Members and Officers

Court of the Assumption #690, Maybrook, New York, 
installed new officers and welcomed new members on 

National Catholic Daughters Day. Following a special Mass cele-
brated by Rev. Dan O’Hare, First Vice National Regent Helene 
Shepard conducted the ceremony. In the photo, left to right, 
are Recording Secretary Diana McElroy, Treasurer Jane Schimpf, 
Vice Regent Darlene Rassler, First Vice National Regent Helene 
Shepard, Regent Kathy Muir, Financial Secretary Pat Walcott, 
District Deputy Joan Oram, Regent Janet Heidemann from 
Court St. Ann Mother of Mary #2419, Washingtonville, New 
York, and Father O’Hare.
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Anniversaries

Idaho Court Celebrates 65th Anniversary

Court Our Lady of the Lake #1447, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, celebrated its 
65th anniversary with Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle Church, followed 

by Sunday brunch at the Coeur d’Alene Inn. Entertainment was provided by 
violinist Joseph Loftus, grandson of Past Regent Rosemary McGrath, and soloist 
Libby Goodwin. Court Our Lady of the Lake includes women from several 
parishes: St. Thomas the Apostle, St. Pius X, Joan of Arc, Coeur d’Alene, St. 
George in Post Falls, Idaho, and St. Stanislaus in Rathdrum, Idaho.

Left to right, are Sandra Gardner, treasurer, Joyce Frink, financial secretary, Louise Bluhm, 
regent, Marlene Herby, vice regent, Bonnie McDowell, past regent serving as proxy for Mary 
Hawkins, recording secretary, and Rosemary McGrath, district deputy.

Louisiana Court 
Presents Awards 
at Anniversary 
Celebration

Court Our Lady of the 
Lake #695, Lake Charles, 

Louisiana, celebrated its 91st anni-
versary with Mass and a banquet 
meal that included member award 
presentations. Nancy Thibodeaux 
was honored as the 2012 Catholic 
Daughter of the Year for her dedi-
cation to church, community and 
family. Multiples of Five Service 
Year awards were presented to 
Clara Manuel, five years; Karen 
Fills and Neida McCurry, 10 years; 
Gussie Fazzio, 25 years; Mercedes 
Casey and Lorena Stutes, 40 years; 
Ruth Webb, 45 years; Mercedes 
Lemoine, 60 years and Lois 
Baham, 65 years. Olivia Scalisi was 
presented with an award for being 
the oldest living member with 
64 years of service. Karen Fills 
served as banquet chairman and 
Sue Burke, Barbara Guillote and 
Mary Alice Lauw were committee 
members.

Nebraska Court Celebrates 90th Anniversary

Court St. Mary #764, York, Nebraska, celebrated its 90th anniversary with a 
Yorkfest Parade float. The baseball-themed float had St. Peter as an umpire with 

a backstop that resembled the pearly gates. Giant gloves waved at the crowds and 
cheerleaders passed out candy to the children along the parade route. Chaplain Msgr. 
James Reinert pulled the float as local students from the St. Joseph School walked in 
front of a “field of dreams” backdrop. After Sunday Mass a catered meal was served to 
members and invited state dignitaries. An updated history booklet was given to all and 
the celebration concluded with special recognition of long-time members.

Front row, left to right, are Nebraska State Treasurer Barb Jensen, Second Vice State Regent Nancy 
Brown, State Regent Ruth Krumbach and Court Chaplain Msgr. James Reinert. Middle row, left 
to right, are Past State Regent Monica Veik, Regent Jenifer Busing, Vice Regent Betty Fredericks 
and Treasurer Granada Dooley. Back row, left to right, are Recording Secretary Cathy Ochs and 
Financial Secretary Claudia Braden.

Court Chaplain Msgr. Jace Eskind, left, 
with 2012 Catholic Daughter of the 
Year Nancy Thibodeaux.
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Anniversaries

New Jersey Court Celebrates 90 Years

Court Mercedes #769, Woodbridge, New Jersey, celebrated its 90th anniversary with a memorial Mass honoring deceased CDA 
members at St. James Church in Woodbridge. Mass was followed by a luncheon at which honored guest New Jersey First Vice 

State Regent Dolores Berardicelli spoke about moving CDA forward by increasing membership. Court Mercedes, which has 121 
members, is proud to have instituted the only JCDA Court in New Jersey seven years ago. The Junior Court has 14 members.

Members of Court Mercedes gather at St. James Church during their 90th anniversary celebration.

Court in Puerto 
Rico Reaches  
25-Year 
Milestone

Court Espíritu Santo 
#2294, Dorado, Puerto 

Rico, honored its 25th anni-
versary with Mass at Santo 
Cristo de la Reconciliación 
Sanctuary celebrated by 
Court Chaplain Father José 
A. Rodriguez. In the photo, 
front row, are members 
from the recently instituted 
Dorado JCDA Court. In 
the middle row, left to right, 
are Carmín Ibaňez, Helga 
Baĕz, Regent Carmen Teresa 
Arroyo, Yanira Díaz, and 
Vida Santiago.  Back row, left to right, are Aurelia Donate, Marie Jaeck, Sonia García, María Cristina Vázquez, Petrín Rosa, 
Gladys Calderón and Past Regent and Puerto Rico Second Vice State Regent Carmen Lydia Arrieta.
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Texas Court Celebrates  
20 Years

Court Most Precious Blood #2380, Corpus 
Christi, Texas, celebrated its 20th anniver-

sary at Most Precious Blood Church, where the 
court was instituted with 39 charter members 
in 1992. Mass was celebrated by Msgr. William 
T. Thompson, who was the court’s first chap-
lain, and present chaplain Father Bob Quinn. 
Following Mass, members enjoyed a meal at 
Miller’s Bar-B-Que and presented members 
with five-, 10-, 15- and 20-year pins.

Front row, left to right, are Adriana Adame, Louisa Fuentes, treasurer, Maria Escobar, regent, Rev. Bob Quinn, chaplain, Msgr. William T. 
Thompson, past chaplain, Eva Benavides, Cookie Adame and Natalie Martin. Second row, left to right, are Elena Garcia, Hilda Vela, Olga Pena, 
Eileen Free, Eve Trevino, Texas second vice state regent, Elva Pena, state education chairman, Joan Benbow, Cirila Montalvo and Clare Casas. 
Third row, left to right, are Mary Lou Rodriguez, Dorothy Seerden, Elida Gutierrez, Liz Yzaguirre, Ana Cassiano, Sandy Guzman and  
Maria Del Carmen.

Wisconsin Court Celebrates 85th Anniversary on 
Catholic Daughters Day

Court St. Rose #1062, Wausau, Wisconsin, celebrated Catholic Daughters Day by 
observing its 85th anniversary. Mass, celebrated by Past Chaplain Rev. Norman 

Boneck, was followed by a luncheon at which membership pins were awarded. Among 
the guests were Wisconsin state officers and past regents. In the photo, front row, left 
to right, are 60-year members Margaret Sternweis and Fay Buehler. Back row, left to 
right, are 50-year members Regent Ann Bates and Mary Bergs, and 25-year member 
Dorothy Lang.

Texas Court Celebrates 25th 
Anniversary

Members of Court Our Lady of Hope #2289, 
Brazoria, Texas, celebrated the court’s 25th anni-

versary with Mass con-celebrated by Rev. Daniel Baguio 
and Deacon Raul Castillo, followed by a reception. Texas 
State Regent Carolyn Malik addressed the gathering and 
Kenneth Lott, Mayor of Sweeney, read a proclamation. 
Daniel Cardinal DiNardo, Archbishop of Galveston-
Houston, sent a gracious letter congratulating the court 
on reaching its 25th year. Among the guests was District 
Deputy Becky Brown. The court has members from the 
Texas towns of Brazoria, Sweeny and West Columbia.

Anniversaries

Court members share their anniversary celebration with Rev. Baguio and  
Deacon Castillo.
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Holy Days: Meditations on 
the Feasts, Fasts, and Other 
Solemnities of the Church
By Pope Benedict XVI
(W.B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Michigan, 2012)

Reviewed by Peggy Eastman

Long before he became pope, Pope Benedict XVI was known for 
his scholarly theological writings, which showed an impressive 

command of Church doctrine. But now he has penned a small book 
on holy days accessible to the general reader.

Th e photo on the back cover shows the pope, now pope emeritus, 
sitting at his desk poring over Scripture, and it has a certain appealing 
intimacy – as does this book. Th e book invites us to take a journey 
through the special days of the liturgical year with the author, begin-
ning with Advent and ending with the feast of Christ the King. He 
explains in clear language what the holy days and feasts we celebrate 
really mean.

For example, in discussing Easter Monday, he shows how Jesus is 
the fulfi llment of the prophecy of Isaiah (Isaiah 53:12), the servant 
of God who carried the sins of many, interceded for the sinful and 
brought the gift of reconciliation to men “among themselves and of 
men with God.” Th e pope cites Psalm 16, noting that it was one of 
the Old Testament texts often cited by the early Christians “to prove 
the messianic character of Jesus,” in the pope’s words. Pope Benedict 
explains that according to Jewish belief the corruption of the body 
begins after the third day, and thus “the word of Scripture is fulfi lled 
in Jesus who rises on the third day, before corruption can set in.” Th e 
pope writes that “the victory of Christ over death takes place through the creative power of God. Th is divine power brings 
hope and joy: this is the defi nitive liberating content of the Paschal revelation.” 

Th e pope’s discussion of the Annunciation is particularly poignant. It was, he writes, “a humble, hidden event – no one 
saw it, no one except Mary knew of it – , but at the same time it was crucial to the history of humanity. When the Virgin 
said her ‘yes’ to the angel’s announcement, Jesus was conceived and with him began the new era of history that was to be 
ratifi ed in Easter as the ‘new and eternal covenant’.” Th e pope compares Mary’s “yes” to the “yes” of Jesus Himself, who 
came specifi cally to do the will of His Father.

In the introduction to this book, Jean-Michel Coulet – editor of the French editions of the Vatican newspaper 
L’Osservatore Romano – states that “Th e presentation of these holy days with Benedict XVI’s own words helps us better 
understand the mystery in which the pope invites us to participate.” Readers will certainly agree.

BookCorner
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 Remember Our Lady’s love with this 

richly detailed piece of jewelry.  The silver-

plated bracelet measures 8 inches long and 

includes six delicate roses separated by pink 

beads that sparkle in the light.  One end of 

the bracelet is complemented with an intricate 

depiction of the Miraculous Medal while the 

other end features a detailed crucifix.  

 The Rose of Remembrance Bracelet 

will be sent to you in gratitude for your gift 

of $10 or more.  Your donation will support 

the ministries of the Missionary Oblates as we 

serve poor and needy people in our missions 

around the world. 

Available from 
the Missionary

Oblates

1-888-330-6264
Donate Now Toll Free At:

Mon. - Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Central

www.oblatesusa.org/ads/share
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