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Hold ‘court’ with 
these inspirational books 

and DVD about Mary.

The Family That Prays Together Stays Together.

Family Rosary • Family Theater Productions
www.FamilyRosary.org • www.HCFMstore.org
800-299-PRAY (7729)

Catholic Daughters: Looking for a new way to deepen your faith in 
Mary? Then consider featuring these moving products about the 
Blessed Mother at your next Court meeting:

At Prayer with Mary
$7.95
Father John Phalen, CSC, of Holy 
Cross Family Ministries is the co-
author of this faith-sharing book. 
Deepen your appreciation and devo-
tion to our Blessed Mother Mary and 
her role in our lives and the life of 
the Church. Her faithfulness, as it is 
portrayed in the Gospel narratives, is 
a model of the prayerful kind of life 
Jesus calls us to.

Father Peyton’s Rosary Prayer Book
$7.95
This prayer book provides reflections 
for the Mysteries of the Rosary on 
many themes – including forgive-
ness, spirituality, success and hope 
– to help individuals and groups 
reflect on the lives of Christ and His 
Mother Mary and a deeper under-
standing of how to apply the lessons 
learned in daily life. Includes the 
Luminous Mysteries. Rosary Stars: Praying the Gospel

$19.95
Now you can pray the Rosary with 
today’s stars! This DVD features 
celebrities and champions who share 
their inspirational reflections on how 
they live and pray the Mysteries of 
the Rosary every day. It will enrich 
this timeless prayer for you. Includes 
a learning segment, historical time-
line of the Rosary and actual Rosary 
prayer with our Rosary Stars.

Shop at www.HCFMstore.org  •  800-299-7729  •  Free online materials at www.FamilyRosary.org
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National Regent’s Message

Mission Statement
Catholic Daughters of 

the Americas strives to 

embrace the principle of 

faith working through love 

in the promotion of justice, 

equality, and the advance-

ment of human rights and 

human dignity for all.
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AbouttheCover
The historic New York headquarters 
building of the Catholic Daughters 
needs the tender loving care provided 
by the 1903 Society.
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“I am the vine, you are the branches.”
Dear Sisters in faith and action,

Congratulations to the newly elected state offi  cers. You have all willingly taken 
up the mantle of leadership in your state and with it all the inherent responsibilities. 
To you, we entrust the future of our states. It is now up to each of you to lead your 
state to greater involvement and greater work. We as members will promise you  
our full support.

I have had the privilege to attend several state conventions. Each had the 
components of a successful CDA state convention and each had its unique moments. 
The ladies I met were gracious, dedicated women who had a deep appreciation for 
the Order. 

At one of the Installation Masses, the state chaplain challenged us all to become 
women of witness. We must take the message of Unity and Charity to each event 
and activity by our Christian action towards one another. We must put aside our own interests. We are called by our 
membership to think and act for the good of the Order. We must become women of prayer and openness to the Spirit 
acting in our lives. It is nationally through this total Christian approach that we will see growth in numbers.

As we break from our monthly meetings and activities, we need to use this time to refresh ourselves, strengthen our 
resolve to live our mission statement and work with the needy. We need to refresh, renew and re-establish our position and 
our commitment to the Catholic Daughters of the Americas.

We need each and every member to take responsibility for the future of the organization by our dedication to the works 
of personal spirituality, partnership with each other in our charitable activities and giving and by our presence at court and 
state sponsored events. It is through these actions that we will demonstrate our desire to be working in Unity and Charity. 
We can settle for nothing less. 

In closing, remember that we are women of faith and women of vision who seek only the good in each other and our 
fellow man.

Have a restful summer. Become reenergized in all things. God bless.
Peace, love, joy,
Anne Nelson
National Regent

National Regent Anne Nelson
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National Chaplain’s Message

A Time to Rest and Refl ect
Dear Catholic Daughters,

Over the last 150 years or so, schools have been very much a part of most Catholic 
parishes. All of us have gone through school. Most of you have had children, and even 
grandchildren, go through school.

School is so ingrained in us, personally and communally, that we almost seem to 
live our lives according to the academic or school year. For most of us, the summer 
months, between the end of the school year and the beginning of a new one, are 
when we take our long, annual vacation. In Maryland, it’s “down the beach, hon.” In 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey, it’s “to the shore.” I would guess that all states have 
similar phrases.

Hopefully, this summer has aff orded you some time to rest, to relax and to 
re-create. Perhaps these months are giving you some time to think, some time to 
refl ect and to meditate.

A new academic or school year (which, in my opinion, should never begin before Labor Day) is, then, a new beginning. 
May I encourage you (and myself ) to make it such.

Perhaps those summer musings have been about things in our lives which we would rather not have – gossip or slander; 
too much of anything; being impatient, even angry, with those we love and who love us; telling “little white lies.” 

Maybe our refl ection has led us to recognize that which is missing – working towards improving family life; additional 
or improved prayer time; more participation in our local court and / or in our parish; a greater awareness of and concern 
for those in great need or distress – the homeless, the hungry, the undocumented. Maybe we have had thoughts about 
being more aware of social issues and being more involved in the public forum: writing to our civic offi  cials; participating 
in ways that show our concern, such as the March for Life in our nation’s capital, in which the Catholic Daughters have 
always been present. 

In my letter in the last Quaterly, I wrote about the threats to religious freedom. Check out the website of your home 
diocese or our nation’s bishops – www.usccb.org. Learn the issues that are now being debated in the public forum. Religious 
freedom is not only about what goes on inside our places of worship, but also about adding our voices to the discussions 
going on outside those four walls.

I hope you are having a good summer. Please pray for those who are not – our fellow citizens whose lives and properties 
have been in danger or lost due to extreme weather or wildfi res. It is my prayer that the new school year will be a good one 
for you and yours. Please keep our upcoming Catholic Daughters’ pilgrimage to the Holy Land in your prayers. May God 
bless you with His peace – shalom: an abundance of all good things. 

Rev. Stephen D. Gosnell, KHS
National Chaplain
Baltimore, Maryland

 sgosnell@archbalt.org

Rev. Stephen D. Gosnell, KHS



♦ Bakhita— From Slave to Saint
Roberto Italo Zanini

Josephine Bakhita was kidnapped 
as a child in Sudan by Arab slave 

traders. She was subjected to brutal 
and humiliating treatment until she 
was finally ransomed and taken to  
Italy, where she became a Catholic 
and a nun. Bakhita joyfully served 
in a convent, school, and infirmary 
run by Canossian Sisters until her 
death in 1947. Then something re-
markable happened. Hundreds of 
ordinary people came to see Bakhita 
lying in state, telling stories about 
how the simple nun had given 
them great comfort, advice, and 

encouragement as she went about her tasks as cook, doorkeeper, 
nurse, etc. Immediately graces and miracles attributed to Bakhita’s 
intercession began to be reported. This book, based on Bakhita’s 
autobiography, the canonization files, and many other sources, 
presents the life, virtues, and miracles of this daughter of Africa.

“Told beautifully, with careful scholarship, Bakhita illuminates the 
darkest shadows of the human condition with the transforming 
light of faith in the one true Master.” 

— Mother Dolores Hart, OSB
BAKH-P . . . Sewn Softcover, $16.95

J

encouragement as she went about her tasks as cook, doorkeeper, 

♦ the ear of the heart
An Actress’s Journey from  
Hollywood to Holy Vows
Mother Dolores Hart, OSB  
and Richard DeNeut

Dolores Hart stunned Hollywood 
in 1963, when, after 10 success-

ful feature films, she left the world 
to enter a contemplative monastery. 
Now, 50 years later, Mother Dolo-
res gives this fascinating account of 
her unique and amazing life. Hart 
was a bright, beautiful college stu-
dent when she made her film debut 
with Elvis Presley in Loving You. 
She acted in nine more movies with 
other big stars such as Montgomery 
Clift, Anthony Quinn, and Myrna Loy. A turning point in her life 
came while she was playing St. Clare in the movie Francis of Assisi. 
Mother Dolores has traveled a charmed yet challenging road in 
her journey toward God, giving up everything to become a bride 
of Christ, as she answered the mysterious call she heard with the 
“ear of the heart.” 
Lavishly illustrated with many photos.

“A story of courage, sacrifice and fulfillment. It will lift your 
heart and mind in admiration.” — James Drury, The Virginian
“This fascinating story teaches us to seek God no matter where 
we are — even in front of a camera.” — Raymond Arroyo, EWTN

LH-H . . . Sewn Hardcover, $24.95

Clift, Anthony Quinn, and Myrna Loy. A turning point in her life 

♦ JacoB’s Ladder
10 Steps to Truth — Peter Kreeft

T here are ten important questions 
everyone should ask. Well-known

Catholic philosopher Peter Kreeft 
tackles each of these 10 questions 
step-by-step, like climbing the 
rungs of a ladder. Kreeft answers 
these fundamental questions in an 
imaginary conversation between 
two very different people who meet 
at the beach. Kreeft’s characters be-
gin at the beginning, at the bottom 
of the ladder, which is the passion 
for truth. The passion for truth does 
not stop there, however, but carries 
the reader from one page to the next 
in this adventure of the mind. The topics that Kreeft’s characters 
delve into include:  Does truth exist?,  What is the meaning of life?, 
What is love, and why is it so important for our lives? If there is 
a God, what proof is there for his existence? And many other im-
portant questions and topics to help readers climb the ladder to 
the truth about life.

“Lift this joyous chalice to the lips of your soul and drink deeply. 
It is satisfying indeed!” — Mark Shea, author, By What Authority?
“A  delightful, ingenious guidebook. A must read for those seek-
ing a way out of our cultural malaise.”

— Fr. Robert Spitzer, SJ,  author, Ten Universal  Principles
JACL-P . . . Sewn Softcover, $14.95

♦ do No harm — A Novel
Fiorella de Maria

When a British emergency room 
doctor saves the life of a 

woman who apparently attempted 
suicide, he is accused of committing 
a crime and stands trial, risking not 
only his medical practice, but also 
his liberty. If he is found guilty of 
trespassing on a woman’s right to 
die, he could go to jail. This novel 
exposes the dangers faced by con-
scientious doctors in the West. The 
doctor’s decision to treat a patient in 
defiance of her living will pits him 
against English law, public opinion, 
and his own profession.  The battles 

he faces raise many questions about the role of the physician in 
today’s world and the bitter clash of values in the twenty-first 
century. This powerful drama explores interrelated stories of the 
accused doctor facing ruin and prison, his determined lawyer, and 
a young woman working for the defense incapable of staying out 
of trouble herself.

“A gripping drama of ordinary human beings caught in a web 
of ethical confusions and moral complexities. A biopsy of the 
sickness of Western society, and more importantly a sign that we 
are not abandoned in the midst of it, and that good can triumph 
against all odds.” — Michael D. O’Brien, author, Father Elijah

DNH-H . . . Sewn Hardcover, $19.95

P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522 1 (800) 651-1531

www.ignatius.com

in this adventure of the mind. The topics that Kreeft’s characters 

he faces raise many questions about the role of the physician in 

N E W  I G N A T I U S  P R E S S  B O O K S

INSPIRE  ILLUMINATE  INFORM
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The Church Beckons Younger People

Recently I read a column by a man who writes regularly on religion. He cites 
data from the Pew Research Center showing that belonging to religious 
institutions is declining. He calls those who report that they have no religious 

faith the “nones,” and says the nones are especially concentrated in the under-30 
generation, the so-called Millenials.

I believe that these statistics don’t tell the whole story, and – having spent time 
with Millennials – I also believe many have a deep-seated hunger for the Church. 
Contrary to common belief, many “nones” long for organized religion. All they need 
is an open, heartfelt invitation to attend and a way to become connected within a 
church congregation. Millenials have known prosperity, but they are finding that 
material wealth does not satisfy; glitz and glitter wear thin. They are also finding that 
a “virtual community” afforded by iphone apps, cell phones, Facebook, LinkedIn, 
and the multiple Web sites and online chat rooms they visit does not and cannot take the place of being with caring people 
face to face. One has only to see the throngs of young people at the annual March for Life in Washington, D.C., to realize 
how much Millenials care about the vulnerable in our society.

They also care about the environment. In the homily Pope Francis preached at his Mass of Installation, he said, “…let us 
be ‘protectors’ of creation, protectors of God’s plan inscribed in nature, protectors of one another and of the environment.” 
This is a message that especially resonates with the younger generation. Many young people are tired of getting and want to 
find ways of giving. They are not selfish; they want to make a difference. They want to matter. They are actively searching 
for volunteer opportunities that help them feel they are giving back to the community. Churches, with their structured 
volunteer programs, give them that opportunity. So does joining the Catholic Daughters. 

Single Millenials want a sense of belonging; and a church congregation or Catholic Daughter court in which they feel 
welcome can give them the warmth of a family. Many married Millenials come to realize that they want to raise their 
children in the Church, especially if they themselves were raised in the Church. Baptism, as Pope Emeritus Benedict 
writes, links us with the baptism of Jesus by John, and introduces us to a personal relationship with the Lord. Many young 
parents realize that they want that precious relationship for their children. As Benedict has written, “From the time that 
the only-begotten Son of the Father was baptized, heaven has truly opened and continues to open itself, and we can entrust 
every new life that blossoms to the hands of God, who is stronger than the dark powers of evil.”

Young people respond to good leadership and welcome wise older mentors whom they respect. Many have inquiring 
minds and serious questions about faith; they don’t need judging, they need empathizing. They also need the witness 
of believing Christians who can tell them how Jesus has changed their lives, sustained them through difficult times or 
tragedies and given them an inner peace which the world cannot. 

Jesus’ message of acceptance, love and forgiveness is timeless. It has withstood centuries of ferment, persecution, 
changing cultural values, moral degeneration, wars, and shifting politics. The Church is a beacon of constancy in a world of 
inconstancy. We live in perilous times, and like all of us, Millennials are shaken to their core by school shootings and global 
violence. They are appalled by news of suicide bombers and terrorist attacks. Sometimes the very earth on which they and 
we live seems unstable and undependable – as happened with Hurricane Sandy. Young people have read about climate 
change and rising waters and massive oil spills and wonder what will happen to this fragile earth.

Young people, like all human beings, want to feel valued and they want to make a difference. All they need is a way to 
get connected to the source of the deepest love they can ever know. 

From the Editor’s Desk

Share Editor Peggy Eastman
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A Fine Jewelry Exclusive
from

The Bradford Exchange

Wear Heavenly Inspiration
For those who have faith in their heart, they are blessed with the 
gift of the Lord’s guidance. Now, wear a stunning expression 
of this belief—the “Pure Faith” Diamond Ring, only from The 
Bradford Exchange. 

Beautifully hand-crafted of solid sterling silver, the ring’s band 
crisscrosses to create a unique infi nity bypass design. Etched 
in the center of the ring is a mirror-cut cross set with a radiant 
diamond. Two more diamonds are set among the stylish fi ligree 
work of the band. The band is engraved on the inside with You’ll 

Never Walk Alone, as a reminder that the Lord is by your side! 

A Remarkable Value... 

Available for a Limited Time
This ring is a remarkable value at $99*, payable in 4 easy 
installments of just $24.75 and backed by our 120-day guarantee. 
It arrives in a custom case along with a Bradford Exchange 
Certifi cate of Authenticity. To reserve, send no money now; just 
mail the Reservation Application today!

Hand-crafted of 
Solid Sterling Silver

Set with 3 
Genuine Diamonds

Engraved with the 
Sentiment

“You’ll Never Walk 
Alone”

Arrives in a custom 
presentation case

H d ff d f

AlAlonone”e

YES. Please reserve the “Pure Faith” 
Diamond Ring for me as described in this 

announcement. 

LIMITED-TIME OFFER
fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis.  

Respond  as soon as possible to 
reserve your ring. P.O. Box 806, Morton Grove, IL  60053-0806

RESERVATION APPLICATION                     SEND NO MONEY NOW

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                         State              Zip

E-Mail (Optional)

01-16559-001-E50381*Plus $9.98 shipping and service. Please allow 4-6 weeks after initial payment for 
shipment of your jewelry. Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
To assure a proper fi t, a ring sizer will be sent to you 

after your reservation has been accepted.

Shown actual size

  ©2013 BGE  01-16559-001-BI
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CDAInAction
www.catholicdaughters.org

New Yorkers Lend a Helping Hand

In the aftermath of Super Storm Sandy in Freeport, New York, 
National Headquarters employees Mary Impellizeri and Theresa 
Duran, members of Court Stella Maris #822, Freeport, New York, 
along with their sister Jean Blaney, got very busy. They began 
collecting and distributing clothing, food and cleaning supplies. 
They went into homes and helped clean out water-damaged 
furniture. They joined a group of concerned parishioners, the 
Our Holy Redeemer Angels, to cook and deliver food to many 
families who were left without any kitchen in their water-
destroyed homes. 

These actions did not go unnoticed. Theresa and Jean, along with Angels Coordinator Carolyn Jimenez, were 
honored by Nassau County Executive Ed Mangano as some of Nassau County’s Outstanding Women of Achievement. 
Eight months later, more than 2500 meals have been served and the work continues. Although some homes now have 
working kitchens, neighbors still need help. Mary now keeps busy on her weekends by helping to rip out damaged 
sheet rock, remove floor boards and replant new gardens with Friends of Freeport, a local organization committed to 
helping families return home. 

Texas Court Initiates First Local March for Life 

“When you want something done, ask a Catholic Daughter.” This often-repeated saying was true when members of 
Court Mary Queen of the Snows #1588, Columbus, Texas, started the first March for Life in their home town. On Saturday, 
March 26th, 100 sign-carrying marchers, accompanied by a police escort, marched to the courthouse square for a short 
rally. Guest speakers were Victor and Karen Perez from Silent No More, an organization that reaches out to people hurt 
by abortion, encouraging them to attend abortion after-care programs. Their testimony was riveting, heartbreaking and 
filled with forgiveness, healing and hope.

Some participating CDA 
members are: front, 

kneeling, Jessie Rau; first 
row, left to right, Lorraine 

Novosad, Alma Hilburn, 
Marilyn Nelson, Sharon 
Roensch and Maryann 

Braden. Second row, left to 
right: Terri Christen, Sister 

Joyce Jilek, Therese Hudec, 
Fausta Kaiser, Carolyn 

Foster, Donna Solansky and 
Evelyn Orange.

Mary Impellizeri (center) proudly joins her sisters Theresa 
Duran (left) and Jean Blaney (right) with their citations.
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CDAInAction
Catholic Daughters Making a Difference

Louisiana Court Crochets Baby 
Blankets for Pregnancy Center
One of the most revered projects of Court Isabella 
#809, Morganza, Louisiana, is crocheting baby blankets 
for the Pregnancy Problem Center (PPC) of Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana. PPC is a non-profit organization 
providing counseling on pregnancy and right-to-
life issues. The crocheted baby blankets are placed 
in gift baskets and given to the women on their third 
visit to the center. In the photo, court members learn 
techniques to perfect the craft of “crocheting for PPC.”

EWTN Visits Idaho Court

At the February meeting of Court Our Lady of the Lake #1447, Coeur 
d’Alene, Idaho, Art Pieretti from EWTN (Eternal Word Television 
Network) visited and talked about the history of EWTN and its 
mission to achieve Catholic social justice and teach morality. Pieretti 
said there have been many conversions to Catholicism through the 
EWTN television and radio ministries. This statement was supported 
by his guest who credited EWTN for inspiring her and bringing her 
to the Catholic faith.

North Dakota Family Has a Catholic Daughter Tradition 

Rosella Greenshields is a charter member of Court 
Bishop Wehrle #1919, Richardton, North Dakota, 
and she has passed her lifelong love of Catholic 
Daughters to her family. Three of her daughters and 
four of her granddaughters are members of North 
Dakota courts. In the photo, standing, left to right, 
are Rosella’s granddaughters, Karla Fandrich, Court 
Bishop Wehrle; Erin Wilmes, regent, Court Sts. Anne & 
Joachim #2638, Fargo; Rebecca Transgrud, Court Sts. 
Anne & Joachim; and Rachel Rummel, Court Bishop 
Wehrle. Sitting, left to right, are Rosella’s daughters 
Roberta Fandrich, Court Bishop Wehrle, Stacey Rebel, 
past regent, Court Bishop Wehrle, Rosella, and Suzy 
Rummel, past regent of Court Bishop Wehrle.

Left to right are Sandra Gardner, treasurer, Rev. Adrian Vasquez, 
chaplain, Louise Bluhm, regent, and (sitting) Art Pieretti.
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What is it? How can you attain it?

The 1903 Society 
Perpetual Membership

By Helene Shepard
First Vice National Regent, National 1903 Society Chairman

The 1903 Society is composed of those men, women and businesses who have 

accepted the challenge to help preserve and maintain our National Headquarters in 

New York City.

To attain Perpetual Membership status in the Society, a pledge 
of $1,903 is required; this can be paid over a convenient period of 
time. There is a payment plan for every pocket. You decide how 
to pay: either in a lump sum or monthly, quarterly, even yearly 
payments may be made over one, three, five or 10 years.

The funds from this society are used exclusively for the 
preservation and upkeep of the National Office which is located 
in New York City on West 71st Street near Central Park West. 
This building is in an historic district of New York City.

History of the Project
The seed for this major development project was planted by 
Margaret (Peggy) O’Brien, Executive Director of the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas, in 2005, but Phase One of the idea 
blossomed during the term of Claudia Bosch, National Regent 
2006-08. The plan was developed and members agreed to pay 
$19.03 to become an Annual Member or $1,903 to become a 
Perpetual Member of this Society. Rev. Michael Schommer, 
National Chaplain, was the first to write out a check for $1,903 
followed by National Regent Claudia Bosch. Many others took 
their example and became Perpetual Members, realizing that 
this is the gift that keeps on giving.

Phase Two of the project flowered during the term of Libby 
Ramirez, National Regent, when Anne Nelson, then Second 
Vice National Regent, made a motion to re-evaluate Phase 
One and develop a new plan. Over the next year, the “New 
Plan” was developed by me and approved by the National 
Regent and the Board. The project was unveiled at the State 
Regents’ Conference in Belleville, Illinois, in July of 2011, 

which was during the term of National Regent Joanne Tomassi. 
Fortunately, our present National Regent Anne Nelson realizes 
the importance of continuing this project.

Goal of the Program
Our long-term goal of the New Plan is to raise $1 million over 
a 10-year period (from 2011 to 2021) with at least $100,000 
pledged each year. Presently, we have a total of 115 members 
enrolled, with 57 members having fulfilled their commitment as 
Perpetual Members and 58 members having made promissory 
pledges of Perpetual Membership. This represents $210,000
currently pledged with $128,000 in actual money deposited in 
the 1903 Perpetual Society account.

Front, outside doors

Photos by Theresa Duran
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Response to the Project
Due to the generosity and the sense of responsibility of each 
and every member of this society, the program has taken off and 
flourished. We will be starting the third year of this New Plan in 
July 2013, and we are happy to report that we have reached the 
goal set for the first two years.

Completed Work at the National Office
The list of necessary repairs for the National Office is quite 
extensive; however, we can only tackle one job at a time. You 
will be pleased to know that the cement sidewalk outside 
the building has been replaced. The roof, which many of you 
have seen pictures of in the Power Point presentation, will be 
replaced (at a great cost). The boiler has been replaced and 
numerous smaller repairs have been made to keep the building 
in working order.

Future Vision for the Project
We are in need of extensive electrical work; following that will 
come the spackling and painting necessary after the electrician 
leaves his mark. There is some plumbing work to update in the 

building, then, rugs and flooring are next in line. I am not sure 
the list will end…as I am sure is the way it happens in your own 
home, too.

Rewards for Joining the Society
The greatest reward of membership is the pride and prestige 
of knowing that you are helping to preserve and maintain our 
National Office in New York City. In addition, you will receive 
a membership card and 1903 pin, which distinguishes you as a 
member, and your name will be inscribed on a plaque which 
hangs in the National Office. All Perpetual Members of the 1903 
Society will also receive a commemorative plaque.

There is still time for you to join
It is not over yet. And there is still a great 
need for additional sponsors to participate 
in this project so near and dear to the heart 
of CDA. Please consider joining today. 

Helene Shepard, First Vice National 
Regent, National 1903 Society Chairman

Take the pledge!
Now is the time to: 

• Memorialize a member, friend or loved one
• Give a lasting gift that makes a difference
• Show your support of CDA with an individual pledge

Has your State Court taken the pledge?
Has your Local Court taken the pledge?
Have you taken the pledge?
For more information check out 
catholicdaughters.org or contact:

First Vice National Regent 
Helene Shepard
1903 Society National Chairman  
PO Box 455 
Washingtonville, NY 10992 
845/496/9213     
misshelene@yahoo.com

C
ofD A
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FocusOnYouth

New JCDA Court Formed in North Carolina 

JCDA Court Infant of Prague was recently instituted under the guidance of Court Infant of Prague #1643, Jacksonville, 
North Carolina. In the photo the new juniors hold their ceremonial roses. Officers affirming their support include, back 
row, fifth from left, National Director Sheila Storey, National Regent Anne Nelson and Chaplain Rev. Ernest Ruede.

Louisiana Court Presents Education 
Contest Awards
Court Bishop Desmond #1459, Alexandria, Louisiana, honored education 
contest award winners from Holy Savior Menard Central High School in 
the art and essay categories. In the photo, top row, left to right, are Sister 
Nina Vincent, OLS, of Holy Savior, essay contest winners Nick Scalfano, 
second place, Victoria Hirchak, third place, Ada Bergeron, education 
chairman, Maddie Mitchell, first place winner, and Gail Randall, regent. 
Bottom row, left to right, art contest winners Lilly Hedalgo, first place 
winner, Haley Powell, third place and Tristan Kramer, second place.

Junior Court Attends 
Proclamation Signing
JCDA Court St. Rose de Lima has been helpful to senior court St. 
Rose de Lima #1194, Duplessis, Louisiana. The juniors assisted 
with the Way of the Cross at Holy Rosary Church in St. Amant 
and helped the senior court host a tea/social event. Senior and 
junior court members visited the office of Tommy Martinez, 
president of Ascension Parish, for the signing of a proclamation 

declaring Junior Catholic Daughter Day. In the photo, left to right, are Valerie Leeth, JCDA leader, Hope Leeth, JCDA 
member, Rosa Rodriguez, JCDA secretary, Bettye Lambert, regent, Becky Shilling, treasurer, Dawn Fortenberry, financial 
secretary, Mason Westbrook, JCDA president and Katie Burleigh, JCDA member. Seated is Tommy Martinez.
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FocusOnYouth

Nevada State Court Announces 
Scholarship Winner
The Nevada State Court awarded its annual scholarship to Cheyanne 
Duve, a sophomore at Bishop Manogue Catholic High School in Reno, 
Nevada. Her essay was on the importance of receiving a Catholic 
education. This is the second year that Cheyanne has been chosen 
to receive the $720 scholarship. Regent Anita Stoelton, Court Our 
Lady of Carson Valley #2132, Carson City, Nevada, presented the 
scholarship during a celebration of the court’s 37th anniversary.

Left to right are Cheyanne’s mother, Cheyanne and Anita Stoelton.

North Dakota Court Helps at 
Youth Rally
Court Queen of the Prairies #1965, Langdon, North Dakota, 
helped with the Diocesan Junior High School Youth Rally at 
St. Alphonsus Parish Center in Langdon, North Dakota. Court 
members provided host homes for Friday and Saturday nights, 
prepared and helped with meals and made treats, muffins and 
snacks. Some prayed before the Blessed Sacrament in the 
Adoration Chapel and sang in the choir at 4:00 PM Mass.

Texas Court Presents Awards During Anniversary Celebration

Court Annunciation #1962, La Grange, Texas, 
celebrated its 47th anniversary by presenting 
scholarships, local education contest 
awards, membership pins, charter member 
recognition and a $500 donation to Sacred 
Heart School library in La Grange. The JCDA 
Court helped deliver 29 lunch plates to the 
home-bound of the parish.

Enjoying their food after the youth finished their meals are, left to 
right, Mary Shankar, Shana and Minn Gette, Elaine Hill, Bonita Erickson 
and Judy Illerbrun. Also helping but not pictured is Margaret Chaput.

Scholarship recipients, seated, left to right, are Jacqueline Goerig, Rebecca Proske, Kendall Kovar, Aubree Sulik, Shelby Deen, and 
Michelle Pechal. Standing, left to right, are Colton Dunk, Logan Vinklarek, Jake Powell, Bradley Langhamer, Regan Vecera and 
(scholarship committee member) Sharon Belota.
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JDCAScholarshipWinner2012

Ms. Joanne Tomassi, National Regent
Catholic Daughters of the Americas

Dear Ms. Tomassi,
I apologize for the delay in sending this thank you note. I only returned from my job at sleep away camp 2 days before 

I left for the University of Scranton, and I am just fi nally catching up on things. Needless to say, it has been a whirlwind 
of activity! I have embraced the challenge and thrive on the excitement of college life. I have already run a successful 
campaign for student senate and I look forward to working toward fulfi lling my goals and promises to both myself and 
my fellow students. I will implement all that I have learned from my involvement in Catholic Daughters to guide me. I 
am so grateful to be a part of this organization. Through my JCDA activities, I learned organizational skills, diplomacy, 
commitment and leadership. Most importantly, I have found fulfi llment and a path to follow throughout my life.

Though I will miss my “sisters” in the junior court, I look forward to working with the wonderful women of our 
senior court, all of whom have mentored and encouraged me throughout the years. I truly love being a part of this fi ne 
organization and know it will be a lifelong commitment! I cannot thank you enough for selecting me for the National 
Scholarship! The money helped more than you can imagine. It is a struggle for my family to send me to Scranton, but they 
willingly sacrifi ce because they feel it is the right school for me. I will work hard and do my best to make all of you proud. 
Someday, somehow, I hope to take all I have learned and put it into action for the good of others less fortunate than myself. 
Please keep me in your prayers, that someday, with God’s help, I will “go forth and set the world on fi re.”

May God Bless you In Unity and Charity,
Faith Yusko
CDA Court Bishop McDonnell #1403
Parish of St. Joseph
Babylon, NY 11702

Have you done your 
part to help CDA?
There are still hundreds of chances to win
your share of over $10,000 in cash awards!
We need your support to reach our goal. Funds from this
effort will aid our organization in so many ways.

If you haven’t yet 
submitted your entry, 
please do so today!

Contact the National Office 
at 212-877-3041 or
cdofanatl@aol.com 
for additional entry forms.
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Historic visit brings much joy

National Regent and 
National Regent-Elect 

Visit U.S. Paradise
By Marlene Adams 

Court Our Lady of Perpetual Help #2049, St. Thomas, Virgin Islands

National Regent Anne Nelson and National Regent-Elect Shirley Seyfried visited 

Court Our Lady of Perpetual Help #2049, St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands, from May 

17 through May 19, 2013. During their visit, they attended the court’s Installation 

of Officers.

Back row, left to right are Chaplain Monsignor Jerome Feudjio, Most Reverend Herbert A. 
Bevard, Bishop, Diocese of St.Thomas, Virgin Islands, Treasurer Carole Nelthropp, Recording 
Secretary Claudette Georges. Front row,left to right, Vice Regent Esonia M. Hassell, Regent 
Alicia Douté, National Regent Anne Nelson and National Regent-Elect Shirley Seyfried. (Not 
present for this picture was Financial Secretary Mildred Hodge, who was ill at the time.)

As Anne Nelson and Shirley Seyfried look on, Court 
Perpetual Help proudly shows its banner.
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The court wishes to extend a heartfelt “thank you” to 
National Regent Anne Nelson and National Regent-Elect 
Shirley Seyfried. It has been 41 years since a national regent 
last visited the court. This is truly history in the making for 
our court, a period that will be forever etched in the minds of 
the members but most importantly in the minds of the officers 
who were installed during their visit. The love and support 
exhibited during their visit is greatly appreciated and we look 
forward to maintaining this relationship. 

During the Installation Ceremonies held on Penecost Sunday three 
women were also received. In the inset are mother, Carol Joyner and 
her daughter, Allison Joyner and returning member Juliette Garee in 
the middle. 

“The Gang’s All Here!”

Monsignor Jerome Feudijo, court 
chaplain.

Most Reverend Herbert A. Bevard, 
Bishop of the Diocese of St.Thomas 
in the Virgin Islands.

The Installation Ceremony concluded with a celebratory dinner at 
the The Holy Family Catholic Church Columban Hall with family and 
friends. 

At the court meeting, Anne Nelson and Shirley Seyfried (wearing 
symbolic aprons) shared the “Recipe for a Five Star Local Court.” 
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Saving babies in the womb 

Pre-Birth Procedures 
at the Only 

Free-Standing U.S. 
Catholic Pediatric Hospital

By Tom Panas
National Public Relations Director

SSM Cardinal Glennon Medical Center is a 190 bed, not-for-profit medical center 

built by the Archdiocese of St. Louis and supported by Catholics for more than five 

decades. Cardinal Glennon has been providing world-class care in more than 60 sub-

specialties for children from Missouri, Illinois and around the world since 1956. 

Expectant mothers from across the United States who are 
facing complex medical conditions or a difficult diagnosis are 
turning to the St. Louis Fetal Care Institute at SSM Cardinal 
Glennon Children’s Medical Center. The institute is the first 
medical center in the United States and the fifth in the world 
to provide open fetal (while the baby is in the womb) surgery 
for a wide range of medical complications. 

Julie Naliborski was living in Freeburg, Illinois, with her 
husband Ben and his two children from a previous marriage 
when she became pregnant with Billy. She was elated about 
her pregnancy and anticipated the birth of her first baby 
with much joy. But during a routine examination in the 18th 
week of her term doctors discovered a tumor on Billy’s lung. 
Eventually, the tumor pushed Billy’s little heart away from its 
normal position and generated fluid in his chest cavity. It was 
a serious medical situation that required surgery.

“I was scared,” Julie recalled. “This was my first pregnancy, 
and I had been so happy! Now, I was afraid I might not have a 
baby to hold. It’s hard not knowing if your baby is going to live 
or die. Pregnancy is supposed to be a happy time with lots of 

Sitting, left to right are Ben, Billy and Julie Naliborski, with (standing) 
Dr. Mike Vlastos of the St. Louis Fetal Institute
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laughter, but there were also a lot of tears.”
The surgery was performed at the St. Louis Fetal Care 

Institute on the 29th week of Julie’s term. Doctors entered 
her womb and used a small laser beam to kill the blood supply 
to the tumor that was allowing it to grow. They also removed 
liquid from Billy’s chest and amniotic fl uid from Julie. The 
operation was a success and Billy’s lungs began to develop 
normally. Julie had a healthy birth during the 39th week of 
her term and today Billy is a normal, healthy and active two-
year old.

“The fact that doctors could operate on my baby while he 
was in my womb is miraculous!” Julie says. 

“Still, it was scary and I wasn’t sure what the outcome 
would be. But little Billy came out screaming! I am so grateful 
for the support of the doctors and staff  at the instutute. 
Everyone was awesome. We couldn’t have made it without 
their care and compassion.”

In addition to treating the lung mass, the St. Louis Fetal 
Care Institute performs other in utero surgeries including 
spina bifi da, congenital diaphragmatic hernia, neck masses, 
hydrocephaly and many other conditions. (For more 
information, visit cardinalglennon.com/fetalcareinstitute.)

 “We didn’t think we were special people,” Julie adds. “We 
knew there was a risk involved, but we felt that if it didn’t 
work for Billy maybe our experience would help another 
child. We were so happy that it succeeded and are so grateful 
to Cardinal Glennon.”

The Fetal Care Institute and many other specialty 
departments of SSM Cardinal Glennon are funded and 
supported through the generosity of Catholics across the US. 
“Without the support of people who believe in the sanctity of 
life, we would not be able to provide the world-class health 
medical care that we are known for,” said Dan Buck, executive 
director of Cardinal Glennon Children’s Foundation. Buck 
points out that annuities, planned giving, legacy estate gifts 
and charitable events make up more than 70 percent of the 
hospital’s annual support, “It’s remarkable to see how people 
don’t just talk ‘pro-life’ but they live it out through their gifts 
to Cardinal Glennon so we can fi ght for life in places like the 
Fetal Care Institute.” 

For more information about SSM Cardinal Glennon 
Children’s Medical Center, visit cardinalglennon.com. See the 
Cardinal Glennon Gift Annuities advertisement on facing page. 

The SSM Cardinal Glennon Children’s Medical Center.



glennon.org   1-800-269-0552

Supplement Your Income
With a Cardinal Glennon Gift Annuity
Five Reasons to Acquire a Gift Annuity
1. Attractive Rates* 4. Fixed, Regular Payments
2. Tax-Free Payments 5. You Love Helping Kids! 
3. Tax Deductions*

Single-Life Gift Annuity Rates

60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95
4%

6%

8%

10%

12%

AGE

6.0% 6.3%
6.7%

7.3%
8.3%

9.7%

11.5%

* Annuity rate and charitable deduction depend on your age at time of the gift.

✁
Please send a gift annuity sample for a gift of:
❑ $20,000         ❑ $10,000         ❑ $5,000         ❑ $2,000         ❑ $

Name  

Date of Birth month/day/year

Address

City State/Zip

Phone Email

PLEASE RETURN TO: 
Cardinal Glennon Children’s Foundation
3800 Park Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63110 

OR CALL US TOLL-FREE AT:  

1-800-269-0552
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Ministry on the world’s seas

Apostleship of the Sea 
Reaches out to Seafarers

By Sherry Nilles
National Secretary-Treasurer

In 1920, Rev. Donald Macintosh, Arthur Gannon and Peter Anson met to discuss their 

concern about the lack of witness shown by the Catholic Church for those who worked 

on the water byways and aboard ships. After discussion and planning for two years, they 

approached Pope Pius XI, who bestowed his blessing and encouraged the formation of 

the Apostleship of the Sea — which would extend to all seas and on all shores.

The Apostleship of the Sea is a professional association 
of priests, deacons and Lay Ecclesial Ministers who labor for 
the dignity and human rights of every person in a maritime 
community and provides mutual support, continuing education 
and intercommunication of Catholic maritime ministries to all. 
The professional association is sensitive to the complex Church 

and social environment of today’s world. Men and women are 
offered training and formation to provide pastoral care for 
cruise ship passengers and crews. The association also ensures 
that the priest is valid and in good standing with his bishop. 

Port chaplains serve many ports throughout the United 
States and the world. They reach out to mariners, fishermen, 
dock workers, workload operators and their families and all 
who work and travel on waterways of the world.

These workers are often away from home with little support 
to maintain ties to family and faith. Port chaplains accommodate 
their unique lifestyles by offering Eucharist and the sacramental 
and spiritual life of the Church. Chaplains also ensure safe 
work environments and that just contracts are offered. They 
give a genuine welcome, a safe haven with opportunities for 
spiritual renewal, communication with families and loved ones 
and provide recreational opportunities for mariners.

The greatest need is for financial support to provide the 
programs needed. Dollars can be put 
to good use, with the greatest return 
for money spent coming from giving 
financially to the Apostleship of the Sea.

“He said to them, ‘Come after me, and I 
will make you fishers of men.’” Matt 4:19

Sherry Nilles, National Secretary-Treasurer

Tony McAvoy, lay port chaplain, with workers.

Chaplain prays with crew.



“...one of the most productive charities — 
dollar for deed — in the world.”

—The New York Times

Donate online: www.smiletrain.org or call: 1-800-932-9541

Free cleft surgery which takes as little as
45 minutes and costs as little as $250, can
give desperate children not just a new
smile — but a new life.

According to the U.S. Government, women should take sufficient levels of folic acid (400 micrograms/day) during pregnancy to help prevent neural tube defects and reduce the risk for cleft lip and palate. When
folic acid is taken one month before conception and throughout the first trimester, it has been proven to reduce the risk for neural tube defects by 50 to 70 per cent. Be sure to receive proper prenatal care,
quit smoking and drinking alcohol and follow your health care provider’s guidelines for foods to avoid during pregnancy. Foods to avoid may include raw or undercooked seafood, beef, pork or poultry; delicatessen
meats; fish that contain high levels of mercury; smoked seafood; fish exposed to industrial pollutants; raw shellfish or eggs; soft cheeses; unpasteurized milk; pâté; caffeine; and unwashed vegetables. For
more information, visit www.SmileTrain.org. Smile Train is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit recognized by the IRS, and all donations to Smile Train are tax-deductible in accordance with IRS regulations. © 2013 Smile Train.

Mr./Mrs./Ms. Zip

Address City State

Telephone eMail

Credit Card # Expires

Visa MasterCard AMEX Discover Signature

My check is enclosed.

Smile Train, P.O. Box 96211, Washington, DC 20090-6211

$250 Surgery. $125 Half surgery. $ 50 Medications. $

Your support can provide free treatment
for poor children with clefts.

Z13071042ZFAD72

Msg&Data Rates May Apply. 
Reply STOP to opt-out. Reply HELP or contact 1.800.932.9541 for help. 

Weʼll txt you up to 3x/mo.

Join our mobile community today! 
Receive mobile updates about our programs, success stories

and ways to help by texting MOBILE to 877877*.

His parents can t̓ help him. 
They pray for someone like you.
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He is our loving Gardener

Bearing the Fruit of the Vine
By Olga Samaniego

Second Vice National Regent, Spiritual Enhancement Chairman

Many of the most powerful images in scripture have to do with fruit. Jesus says in 

the Gospel of Matthew, “Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance.” (3:9) In the 

Gospel of Luke, Jesus tells the parable of the barren fig tree. Its owner searches it for fruit, 

and when none is found, the owner says to the gardener, “For three years now I have come 

in search of fruit on it but found none, [so] cut it down. Why should it exhaust the soil?” 

The gardener apparently believes in and loves the fig tree, so 
he begs for a little more time. “Sir, leave it for this year also, and 
I shall cultivate the ground around it and fertilize it; it may bear 
fruit in the future. If not you can cut it down.” (13:6-9) Finally, 
in the Gospel of John, Jesus says, “I am the true vine, and my 
Father is the vine grower. He takes away every branch in me 
that does not bear fruit, and everyone that does, he prunes so 
that it bears more fruit.” (15:1-3)

These beautiful fruit images give us a very clear message 
about what we as Christian women, and certainly as Catholic 
Daughters, are expected to do—we are to bear fruit. Our gardener 
is a loving and patient caretaker. He gives us the nourishment 
we need through His Word and through the Eucharist, and He 
cultivates us and prunes us; but He expects us to do more than 
just sit there exhausting His resources. We must produce fruit. 

I have often struggled with this message—exactly what do 
I do to produce fruit? The idea was made clearer to me finally 
after visiting a wonderful farmer’s market in early June. The 
fruit was so colorful and gave off such a heavenly aroma. My eyes 
went everywhere: ripe cantaloupes, red, juicy watermelons, 
sweet peaches. I wanted to buy everything. I couldn’t wait to 
get home for a taste of our purchases; we had to share a peach 
in the car. Its juice quenched my thirst; it nourished me; it 
satisfied my hunger; it made me happy. I smiled all the way 
home; the world was good.

Jesus’ teaching about fruit became clearer to me that day. 
We don’t have to do something spectacular; we just have to be 

willing to grow where we are planted. In the words of Joseph 
Cardinal Mercier, “We must not only give what we have, we 
must also give what we are.”

We can be the sweet fruit in the lives of the people around us. 
We can help bring color to someone whose life has been lived 
in darkness. We can bring sustenance to others when they have 
nothing to eat. We can help to nourish their souls through our 
support. We can help them to find healing through our prayers. 
We can help others yearn for and experience the sweetness of 
the Kingdom of God. We can help quench their thirst by being 
for them a fountain of God’s love. We can help others to find 
their smile. We can help them to know that God is good.

As Catholic Daughters we have such opportunities to bear 
fruit! Remember, however, that we are not the source of the 
sweetness. We have to stay attached to the vine. The Master 
Gardener will cultivate us and teach us how best to serve. All 
we have to do is listen for His direction—but we can’t wait too 
long. He is looking for us to produce fruit now---not when we 
have more time, not when we retire, not when the children 
are grown, or when we have fewer 
responsibilities. He is giving us all the 
nourishment we need right now—so bear 
fruit, my dear sisters! Make the world a 
sweeter place, today! 

Olga Samaniego, Second Vice National 
Regent, Spiritual Enhancement Chairman
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Dig in for membership

Cultivate a Love for CDA
By Mary Ann Kizer

National Director, Membership Chairman

Roses, tomatoes, herbs … all need cultivation to grow, flourish, and produce. Many 

gardeners use ground soil for plant growth. Lately, baby boomers have tried raised-bed 

gardening. Others opt for hydroponic gardening with gravel or sand. Whichever method 

is used, with proper cultivation, the end result is a rare rose, tasty tomato, or healthy herb.

Like the gardeners, each CDA member can cultivate a 
love for Catholic Daughters in her parish. In the pew every 
Sunday, there are women waiting to be invited to join CDA. 
There are women at ballgames, theaters, or school. There are 
women in your phone contacts. As a CDA member, it is your 
job, your privilege, and your God-given right: to ask, ask, and 
then ask again to recruit new members for Jesus. 

Sometimes, it may take years for a woman to decide that 
she has time to devote to the Catholic Daughters organization. 
A woman in our parish joined CDA when she was dying 
with breast cancer. She told me that she wanted to join for 
years but was never asked. Other times, women feel that 

Catholic Daughters are a “clique” in the parish, and they are 
not welcome. It is true that CDA members have fun working 
together on parish projects, especially receptions for First 
Communion and Confirmation. Share your joy and ask the 
women to join your court. 

Like the gardener’s roses, tomatoes, 
and herbs, with proper cultivation, you 
will produce new members to share their 
lives with CDA. 

Mary Ann Kizer, National Director, 
Membership Chairman
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Iowa Campus Court 
Welcomes New Members
Campus Court Our Lady of Grace #2591, 
Briar Cliff University, Sioux City, Iowa, 
welcomed 11 new members. Sister Janet, 
Briar Cliff spiritual director, created a 
beautiful welcoming ceremony with music, 
scripture readings and lighted candles. 
Court #2591 has participated in 40 Days 
for Life, sponsored child care and is 
planning events with the Campus Knights 
of Columbus.

New Jersey Court Visits 
Miraculous Medal Shrine
Court St. Elizabeth Ann Seton #2124, Riverton, 
New Jersey, visited the Miraculous Medal Shrine 
in Philadelphia as part of a pilgrimage to three 
Philadelphia shrines, including the National Shrines 
of St. John Neumann and St. Rita of Cascia. In the 
photo, court pilgrims gather at the Miraculous 
Medal Shrine following a tour and presentation.

New York Court Joins 
Memorial Day Parade
Court St. Clare #912, Great Kills, New York, enjoyed 
a special treat when the court was assigned 
a spot in the Memorial Day Parade on Staten 
Island. Court members were allowed to “muster 
up” in second place behind the main marching 
band and in front of Project HomeFront, an 
organization dedicated to supporting all of U.S. 
deployed military. The experience was especially 
moving when the Project HomeFront chairman 
personally thanked each Catholic Daughter for 
the court’s consistent generosity to our veterans.

News&Notes

Current and new campus court members with Sister Janet.

Left to right in yellow CDA tee-shirts are court members Mary Bonfiglio, Mary Ferreras, 
Mary Ann Bonafede, Rose Taylor, regent, and Joan Long. Project HomeFront members, 
left to right, are Gene Wheeler, Marge Sable, Debbie Parsons (packing and shipping 
chair) and Loretta Gaimboi. 
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New York Court Assists Chaplain in Africa

Navy Chaplain Rev. Mark Reilly, son of Regent Aelene Reilly, Court 
Reardon #841, Newport, New York, is stationed at an American base 
in Djibuti, South Africa. Father Reilly sent a letter explaining the abject 
poverty of the poor in the area where he is stationed. In response, the 
court prepared a collection of much-needed items (including prenatal 
iron tablets, antibiotic creams and ointments, baby vitamins, children’s 
underwear, school supplies and other health care products) which were 
sent to Father Reilly for distribution to orphans and others in need.

Left to right are Aelene Reilly, Betty Dow and Angelina Bertolini, who, with Claudia 
Coman (not pictured), packed seven boxes of items to ship to Father Reilly.

North Dakota Court Visits 
State Legislature
In the spirit of legislation in the Circle of Love, 
members of Court St. Cecilia #362, Mandan, 
North Dakota, visited the state capitol building 
to learn more about the legislative process. 
They listened to a hearing for a house bill that 
dealt with taxation and education and then 
joined state representatives and officials for 
lunch. After lunch they attended the opening 
session of the House of Representatives and 

toured the North Dakota Supreme Court. The visit ended in a meeting with Governor Jack Dalrymple, seen in the picture 
surrounded by court members.

Texas Court Feeds 
Hungry Children 
Court Santa Angela #1736, San Angelo, Texas, is unique in 
that there are members from seven local churches. Five of 
the churches lie within the city, one is on a local Air Force 
base and another lies a few miles outside of town. One of 
the court’s summer activities is the Feed-the-Kids lunch 
program. Four court members who have helped hungry 
children are, left to right, Virginia Klepac, Charlotte Drone, 
Celi Padilla and Polie Lux.

News&Notes



30 Share Magazine  •  Summer 2013

News&Notes

Vermont Hosts 
Past Regents Club 
The Past Regents Club of 
Vermont held its annual meeting 
at Our Lady of the Angels Church 
Hall in Randolph. Seventeen 
past regents enjoyed a delicious 
chicken lunch with “all the fixins” 
prepared by Rev. John Milanese, 
pastor of Our Lady of the Angels 
Church and formerly Vermont state chaplain. The past regents decided to make donations to the Seminarian Fund, 
Carmelite Sisters, Vermont Food Bank and Our Lady of the Angels Church.

Arkansas Court Holds 
Senior Appreciation Day
Court Our Lady of the Holy Redeemer #2574, 
El Dorado, Arkansas, invited parishioners of 
Holy Redeemer Parish who were over the age 
of 65 to the court’s first potluck luncheon and 
bingo party to honor seniors. “We realize,” the 
court wrote, “that it is upon the shoulders of 
our seniors that we have stood, followed the 
examples they have set, their lives we have 
tried to emulate and that we have much to be 
thankful for. We are a thriving and prospering 
parish because of their work and their lives.”

Colorado Court Raises Money for 
Pregnancy Center
Court St. Anthony #1248, Durango, Colorado, hosted its annual 
baby shower, collecting diapers, baby clothing and other items 
for the Durango Pregnancy Center. Kid’s Rock, a Durango-based 
business geared toward new mothers, donated more than 100 
maternity items. The Durango Pregnancy Center offers LIFE 
support (an educational program for expectant parents and 
parents in progress) as well as clothing and other maternity 

items to expectant mothers. In the photo, left to right, are Tiffany Seely from Kid’s Rock, Linda Humble of Court St. 
Anthony and Karen Tabone from the Durango Pregnancy Center.

Kneeling in front of the 17 seniors who attended, are, left to right, court members Anita 
Lockwood, Gerry Tomlinson, Jane Doyle and Laura Doyle.

Past regents gather around “chef” Father Milanese
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Connecticut Court Receives 
Memorial Donation
Catherine Lisi, left, and her sister Carol Allen, right, of Court St. Cecilia 
#735, Stratford, Connecticut, present a check for $400 to Regent 
Doris Berke, center. Catherine and Carol’s mother, Mary Motl, died 
last year and the daughters requested that donations be made in her 
memory to Court St. Cecilia. Mary was a member of Court St. Cecilia for 
23 years. 

Iowa Court Creates 
Unique Ticket Selling
Court St. Cecilia #283, Algona, Iowa, 
created a unique way to sell tickets for 
the court’s Easter Basket Fund-raiser. 
Twenty dollars purchased the number 
of tickets that “stretched from one’s 
nose to their toes!” In the photo, court 
members Julie Norland, left, and Paula 
Erpelding sell tickets at the fund-raiser.

News&Notes

North Dakota 
Court Sponsors 
Pre-Lenten Retreat
Court St. Elizabeth #170, Minot, North 
Dakota, sponsored a pre-Lenten men’s 
and women’s spiritual retreat at St. 
Therese Church of the Little Flower 
in Minot. The retreat centered on the 
four marks of the Catholic Church, the 
“One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic” 
Church. Each session was followed 
by discussions with questions and 
answers. The retreat began with Mass 
in the morning and concluded following 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet.

State Convention Fun in Minnesota

State officers donned unique costumes to bring humor to their state 
convention in Owatonna. Left to right are (then) Minnesota State Regent 
Nancy Bambenek, First Vice State Regent Ellen Huneke, Second Vice State 
Regent Margee Keller and State Treasurer Sophie Zvonar.
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Nevada Court Presents Memorial 
Donation to Parish
Court Our Lady of the Valley #2118, Las Vegas, Nevada, 
received a memorial donation in memory of long-time 
member and past regent Josephine Cunningham, who died 
last year. After 8:00 AM Mass the court presented a check for 
$7,000 to Rev. Richard Rinn, CSV, pastor of St. Viator Catholic 
Community where the court meets. Funds will be distributed 
at Father Rinn’s discretion.

New Mexico Court Honors Yearly Memberships

Court Carlsbad #1380, Carlsbad, New Mexico, 
recognized 24 long-standing members. Front 
row, left to right, are Velma Garcia, 20 years; 
Margaret Bunch, 25; Helen Havlik, 60; Helen 
DeAnda, 35; and Ginny Easterling, 30. Back row, 
left to right, are Mary Ann Marrs, 30; Delores 
Cortez, 40; Joanne Sieberg, 25; Magelene 
Ferguson, 65; Betty Grandi, 25; Norma Kelley, 
45; Patricia Rodriguez, 35; Marie Force, 10; and 
Julia Roberson, 15. Not pictured are Lillie Eisert, 
20; Stella Fry, 45, Mary Greetan, 25; Roxanne Lara, 10; Mary Lou Madrid, 50; Rose Marie Mitchell, 20; Diane Moore, 10; 
Charlotte Sibley, Judy Walterscheid and Sheila Walterscheid, 15.

North Carolina Court 
Celebrates Holiday Giving
Members of Court Asheville #412, Asheville, 
North Carolina, celebrated their court’s Christmas 
holiday at the home of Vice Regent Roseann 
Cioce. In addition to sharing good food together, 
members brought items for the Catholic Social 
Services food pantry and gifts for parish office 
personnel to thank them for their assistance and 
devotion to Catholic Daughter causes throughout 
the year. In the photo, court members pause 
during the festivities.

Holding a poster of the check presented to Father Rinn in memory of Josephine Cunningham are Regent Loy Jo Prado (standing to the right of 
poster) and Past Regent Leonie Frisbee (standing to the left) while court members look on.
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South Dakota Court Attends Bishops Luncheon
Members of Court St. Rita #916, Rapid City, South Dakota, attended the Bishops Luncheon at Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Cathedral. Regent Florence Skinner presented Most Rev. Robert Gruss, Bishop of Rapid City, with checks from the South Dakota 
State Court for $895 for the Bishops Burse and $523 for the Abuse Project. In the photo, left to right, are Kristine Engelhardt, 
Jeanne Kirsch, Irene Sears, Irene Nelson, Florence Skinner, Bishop Gruss, Annie Milan, Kathy Garness, Eleanor Markovetz, Myra 
Klein, Nancy Bradsky and Nancy Garcia; back row, left to right, are Margaret Kovarik, Barbara Bertschinger, Janet Feehan, 
Roxanne Stephens, Mary Tognotti, Marilyn Brumbaugh, Mary Mitchell, Maxine Holm, Bonnie Spratte and Mary Lou Barrett.

Family Fun Night at Vermont Court
Court St. Veronica #1273, Hardwick, Vermont, hosted a potluck family fun 
night for Mary Queen of All Saints parish at St. Norbert’s Church. Turnout 
was excellent and families brought food and games to share. Following a 
delicious meal, attendees enjoyed board and card games. The evening was 
most enjoyable and there were many requests to repeat the event.

Massachusetts 
Officers March 
for Life
Summer is here, but it wasn’t long 
ago that many Catholic Daughters 
from around the country braved 
cold weather at the annual March 
for Life in Washington, D.C. Among 
them were Massachusetts officers, 
left to right, M. Joan McKenna, past 
national regent, Patricia Abruzese 
Johnston, Massachusetts second vice 
state regent, Maureen Trainor, state 
secretary and Linda Coletti, immediate 
past state regent.

North Dakota Holds Biennial Convention

“Blazing Trails of Faith Through Unity and Charity” was the theme 
for the 48th North Dakota Biennial State Convention. The convention 
opened with a spiritual reflection by Sister Thomas Welder, president 
emeritus of the University of Mary; Nancy Jones Schafer, former first 
lady of North Dakota, was the keynote speaker. The convention was 
held in the “beautiful badlands” of Medora, North Dakota.

Left to right are Rev. Michael Schommer, North Dakota state chaplain; Sister 
Welder; Renae Sticka, state regent at the time; Claudia R. Bosch, past national 
regent; Nancy Jones Schafer and former North Dakota Governor Ed Schafer.
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Guam Court Announces 
New Officers
Court Our Lady of Camarin #2047, 
Hagatna, Guam, announced their officers. 
In the photo, left to right, are Treasurer 
Pacita Aguon, Recording Secretary Marie 
Taitano, Immediate Past Regent Priscilla 
Muna, Court Chaplain Rev. Monsignor 
Brigido Arroyo, Regent Asuncion Cruz, Vice-Regent Patricia Guerrero and Financial Secretary MaryAnn Aflague.

Arizona Court Installs New Officers
Court St. Germaine #2473, Prescott Valley, Arizona, recently 
installed new officers. From left to right are Recording 
Secretary Jeri Tweet, Regent Cindy Ksenzulak, Pastor Fr. Dan 
Vollmer, Vice Regent Carolyn Koenig, Financial Secretary 
Micki Ritter, and court member Karen Izydorczak standing in 
for Malena Peraza. 

Connecticut 
Catholic 
Daughter 
Creates 
Rosaries 
from Job’s 
Tears
Martha Metcalf of 
Court All Saints #1435, 
Somers, Connecticut, 
creates beautiful rosa-
ries from the plant 
Job’s Tears. Martha 
grows the plant at 

home and harvests the seeds, which have a small hole 
in the center that makes them perfect for use as rosary 
beads. Her custom-made Job’s Tears rosaries have 
brought great comfort to parishioners and visitors who 
have purchased them at the court’s annual craft fair 
or directly from Martha. All proceeds go to Court All 
Saints for charitable distribution.

Martha Metcalf, with a display of 
special rosaries she has created.

Birthday Brings Texas Catholic 
Daughter Family Together

Seven family members, all Catholic Daughters, gathered to 
celebrate the 96th birthday of Juanita Munoz, who has been 
a Catholic Daughter for 46 years. Standing, left to right, are 
Jo Ann Munoz, Juanita’s daughter-in-law and former financial 
secretary, Court Mary, Queen of Peace, #2497, Floresville, 
Texas; daughter Ofelia Sanchez; great grand-daughter 
Katelyn Martinez, JCDA Texas state first vice president; 
Katelyn’s mother, Cheryl Martinez, past treasurer, Court Mary 
Queen of Peace; daughter Lydia Martinez, district deputy; 
and Stella De Los Santos, daughter, past regent of Court St. 
Matthew #2241, San Antonio, Texas. 
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Louisiana Court Welcomes 
New Members
Court Assumption #1672, Franklin, Louisiana, 
held a banquet to welcome and honor eight 
new members to their court. “We had a great 
meal, excellent desserts, exceptional stories 
and a wonderful time was had by all!” the court 
wrote in a note to Share magazine. “We look 
forward to working with these lovely women 
for many years to come.” In the photo are new members, left to right, Janis Barrilleaux, Laura Bell Trahan, Gail Saucier, Stephanie 
Clement, Susan Guidry, Catherine Ritter and Janet Vaccarella. Not pictured is Mary Lynn Buteaux.

New Mexico Court 
Receives 16 New 
Members
Court Our Lady of Belen #1359, 
Belen, New Mexico, received 16 
new members and celebrated a 
former member’s renewal. New 
members, with local and state 

officers are, front row, left to right, Regent Rosie Chavez, Vice Regent Hilda Hidalgo, Tomasita Cordova, Carmen Aragon, 
Mary Carvalho, Camille Brito, Melissa Sanchez, Alice Chavez, Debbie Rael, Nora Rivera and Treasurer Donna Trujillo. 
Middle row, left to right: Elizabeth Chavez, Mary Lucy Baca, Bonnie Montoya, Maria Saenz , Sally Nittler and Financial 
Secretary Connie Baca. Back row, left to right: Recording Secretary Lucille Zamora, District Deputy Louisa Rodriguez, 
New Mexico State Regent Agneda Casaus, State Treasurer Linda Vieira, Marilyn Kaneshiro, Elizabeth Schmitz and 
Martina Padilla. 

Oregon State Court Elects New Officers
The Oregon State Court held its 45th biennial state convention at St. 
Henry’s parish in Gresham, Oregon. The convention was attended by 
more than 100 Catholic Daughters from 24 courts in Oregon. State 
officers were elected and Saturday evening Mass was celebrated by Most 
Rev. Alexander Sample, Archbishop of Portland, Oregon. The Oregon 
state court presented the archbishop with a “Welcome to Oregon” gift 
containing wine and various Oregon products.

Left to right are Rev. Scott Vandehey, state chaplain; 
Emily Guilherme, national director; Cathy Maney, 
Oregon state secretary; Irene Duda, first vice state 
regent; Archbishop Sample; Mary Saunders, state 
regent; Dorothy Gall, second vice state regent; 
Sharon Sever, state treasurer; and Rev. Charles Zach, 
pastor of St. Henry’s Church, Gresham, Oregon.
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Forever You: A Book About Your Soul and Body
Written by Nicole Lataif; illustrated by Mary Rojas 
(Pauline Books & Media, Boston, Massachusetts, 2012)

Reviewed by Peggy Eastman

How do you explain abstract concepts such 
as the soul to very young children? After 
all, they can’t really see the soul, as they 

can a toy or a Popsicle or a family pet. And yet, as 
author Nicole Lataif makes clear in her preface 
for grown-ups, faith formation is the job of caring 
adults, starting when children are small. 

In this charming and joyously illustrated 
children’s book, Lataif – who has taught religious 
education in Massachusetts and Florida – 
explains the concept of a soul on a child’s level. 
She makes the point that “Your soul is in all you 
are and do – soul and body, forever you.” In other 
words, she writes, “Your soul is your spirit.” The 
illustrations show ethnically diverse children 
carrying flowers, climbing a tree, taking a bath, 
running a race, looking in the mirror, hugging grandfather, making a sandcastle on the beach – and many other daily 
activities. The words accompanying the illustrations make it clear that the soul is what guides the child in all he or she does.

A particularly effective way of explaining the soul to a young child is this sentence: “Your soul lets people see you from 
the inside out.” Another is, “Your soul shows through when you love.” The book also ventures into describing the souls of 
others who might be in the small universe of a young child: mama, who has a sweet soul; grandma, who has a bright soul; 
papa, who has a strong soul, big sister, whose soul is calm, and little brother, whose soul is happy. 

The comparisons Lataif makes to help explain the soul for children are especially effective. Examples: “Your soul is not 
made of light, but it warms like the sun.” “It is not made of wind, but sings like a gentle breeze.” “It is not made of glass, but 
reflects what’s in your heart.” She explains that the soul came from God when the child’s life began, and that the child’s 
soul is for helping others: the sad, sick, hungry and lonely. The last page explains that the soul is for heaven, and will one 
day return to God.

If you have a young child or grandchild who asks many “why” questions about God and faith, this delightful book can 
certainly help. Lataif has a web site, www.NicoleLataif.com
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