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“Catholic Daughters… ain’t YOU something!”

B R I D G E  T O  M I R A C L E S

“My exclamation of gratitude for your service and support 
to Labouré could not have been more prophetic at the  
national convention!

“In the first six months of this year Catholic Daughters 
helped Labouré deliver 7 future sisters and 3 future priests 
into their formation programs, and that was BEFORE many 
even knew we were a CDA national charity. I am excited to 
see what Catholic Daughters can do now that they know.”

~Cy Laurent

Together we have prayed for these Vocations.
Together we can deliver them!

January — June, 2014 July — December, 2014

    YES!  I will support educated, qualified young people seeking
religious life through prayer and donations of:
    $25      $50      $100      $______ (your choice)

Donate at LaboureSociety.org or mail a tax-deductible donation to:
Labouré Society, 1365 Corporate Center Curve, Suite 104, Eagan, MN 55121

Help us deliver 
new Catholic 
vocations by 
making a 
tax-deductible 
donation today!

Labouré founder Cy Laurent 
pictured with Sr. Catherine  
Marie OPD (our second of 
253 aspiring vocations  
delivered to the Church).
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National Regent’s Message

Sharing Gifts of Knowledge, 
Prayer and Action 
Dear Sisters in faith,

This will be the last issue I will be addressing you in this form. The past two years have 
been rich in memories and experiences. I have often said the Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas is a gift that needs to be given away. I truly believe that. The gift of knowledge, the 
moments of prayer and action, and the friends you make all must be shared. That is the gift 
of CDA. We are women who share a faith, a mission and a love for this great organization. 
The 55th Biennial National Convention is a memory, but the experiences remain. 

I have worked with a board of dedicated women who work hard to make the 
organization stronger and better. Their dedication should be noted and admired. During 
our term, and I say our term, because it was not mine alone but a shared work, the National 
Representatives traveled many miles to meet and work with you at your conventions, conferences and board meetings. 
Their reports have always been constructive and positive in the work you do on the state and local level. Thanks to all of 
them for the many miles traveled, airplanes taken and suitcases packed. 

There was good news and some bad news. Our membership has increased with new members but still far too many 
resign. This cannot continue. Why are women leaving our organization? What can we do to stop this? It is our shared 
responsibility to find the answers and to work to stop the flow. This can only be done if we all take it seriously.

As your National Regent, I sat on several boards and always took your message of support to each meeting. I have sent 
my letter resigning from the boards of SOAR!, Morality in Media and the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception and offering the new National Regent to take up that honor. It was a wonderful experience to meet the board 
members and to tell the CDA story and to listen to their interest in the work we do and the thanks received for the work 
accomplished by all of us. It always made me proud to represent you.

The National Office has a new roof, new door, sidewalk, and upgraded electricity thanks to the many supporters of the 
1903 Society. Almost 50 plaques were given at the convention to courts and individuals who are supporting the Society. 
Several said we should not have taken the time to give each plaque individually but it took sacrifice and hard work for 
the many recipients to raise the money for the Society and that work should be recognized. My hope is that we will even 
distribute more at the 2016 National Convention. Will your court be one of them?

Thank you all for the wonderful scrapbook with the many beautiful messages, the beautiful Waterford bowl and the 
generous check. The bowl is on my dining room table and will serve as a reminder of your generous spirit. The scrapbook 
will always bring to mind the great people in this great organization.

May the Lord bless you for your generosity in all things.

National Regent Anne 
Nelson

Peace, love, joy,
Anne Nelson,
“I am the vine, you are the branches.”
Immediate Past National Regent

Mission Statement
Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas strives to embrace 
the principle of faith working 
through love in the promotion 

of justice, equality, and the 
advancement of human rights 

and human dignity for all.

AbouttheCover

Newly elected officers are shown in St. Pius X Church in 
Billings, Montana. National Regent Shirley Seyfried is in the 
center, fourth from the left.
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National Chaplain’s Message

Bearing Abundant Fruit for the Lord 
Dear Friends,

The biennial National Convention in Billings, Montana went great. You can be very 
proud of Immediate Past National Regent Anne Nelson and the national officers and 
directors. The mayor and the City of Billings welcomed us warmly.

After lunch on Wednesday, we gathered for Holy Hour in the presence of the exposed 
Blessed Sacrament and the official opening of the convention followed with a crowning 
of a statue of the Blessed Mother and the Litany of Mary. The ceremony continued with 
the following reflection delivered by me.

Our National Regent, Anne Nelson, chose as the theme of her tenure the verse from 
the Gospel of John 15: 1–8: I am the vine and you are the branches. These words were 
spoken by Jesus at the table of the last supper during the farewell discourse in the 
Gospel of John.

I am the true vine and my Father is the vine grower.
He prunes away every barren branch, 

but the fruitful ones He trims clean to increase their yield.
You are already clean thanks to the word I have spoken to you.

Live on in me as I do in you.
No more than a branch can bear fruit of itself apart from the vine,

can you bear fruit apart from Me.
I am the vine and you are the branches.

The one who lives in Me and I in him, will produce abundantly,
for apart from Me you can do nothing.

The one who does not live in me is like a withered, rejected branch,
picked up to be thrown in the fire and burnt.

If you live in Me, and my words stay part of you,
you may ask what you will -- it will be done for you.

My Father has been glorified in your bearing much fruit and becoming my disciples.

As with all sayings in Scripture, we need to look at them in context, not apart from what precedes or follows, not as 
something which stands alone. In this discourse, someone else is involved. Jesus said: “my Father is the vine Grower.” 
God the Father is the start of it all; He is at the beginning. He is the origin, the planter of the seed for the vine.

In the Profession of Faith, we say that “we believe in Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God.” When Jesus, in the 
Gospel of John, makes “I Am” statements, He is clearly identifying Himself with the God of Moses. Remember when 
Moses asked God His Name, God replied “I AM WHO AM.” So God the Father begets the Son who uses the image of 
the vine to describe Himself, to describe His relationship with God the Father, and to describe His relationship with 
you and with me.

You and I have been grafted onto this vine at Baptism. Jesus said: “you are clean already,” washed clean in the waters 
of Baptism. You and I remain “clean” by listening to and living by the Word which Jesus spoke to us.

From the vine which is Christ, the divine life flows into the branches to produce fruit abundantly. When we do 
produce fruit abundantly, then we “may ask what we will and it will be done for us.” When we do produce fruit 
abundantly, we give glory to the Father – we have come full circle – back to the Father.

Let’s keep in mind that Jesus spoke these words at the table of the last supper. On the next day, Jesus gave His life for 

Rev. Stephen D. Gosnell, KHS

Continued on page 9
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♦ TRUST: In ST. FaUSTIna’S FooTSTepS
Grzegorz Gorny and Janusz Rosikon

This is the full, complete, illustrated story about Saint Faustina 
— the greatest Christian mystic of the twentieth century — 
and her devotion to the Divine Mercy, which has become the 

fastest spreading religious devotion in the world.
      This lavishly illustrated book is essentially a love story about 
God’s immense love for his people and the reciprocation of this 
love by the humble Polish nun and saint. In fulfilling the mission 
entrusted to her, Sister Faustina met with many obstacles, but she 
came through all her trials victori-
ously. The power of her message about 
God’s infinite mercy has accomplished 
humanly impossible things.
     To follow in the footsteps of Saint 
Faustina, the author and photographer 
went to all the real places in her story, 
including Warsaw, Krakow, Plock and 

Vilnius. They recorded their observations and impressions in beautiful prose and 
gorgeous photographs to bring the reality of these places and people to as wide an 
audience as possible. Lavishly Illustrated!      TSFF-H . . . 300 pp, Large Hardcover, $29.95

TRUST
In St. FauStIna’S FootStepS

“An amazing book  
about St. Faustina and  
Divine Mercy!  Here,  
for the first time, you’ll 
find the whole story of 
how the message of  
Divine Mercy came  
to us — surviving war,  
Communism, and  
misunderstandings.”
—Vinny Flynn, Author, 
7 Secrets of the Eucharist 

“One of the best books 
available on the  
life of St. Faustina!  
Beautifully illustrated  
and historically  
informative, this book is 
a Divine Mercy gem!”    
—Fr. Donald Calloway, MIC
Author, No Turning Back: 
A Witness to Mercy
  

“TRUST, hope, and faith 
ignite in the heart of 
one who turns the pages 
of this amazing book. 
Elegant and eloquent, a 
beautiful work of art and 
prose. Certain to become  
a family heirloom.”                               

—Johnnette Benkovic, 
Founder, “Women of 
Grace”

www.ignatius.com

 Also Available on Divine Mercy 
♦ We Have FoUnd 
MeRcy – The Mystery 
of God’s Merciful Love
Cardinal Schönborn, 
Archbishop of Vienna, 
explores the presence 
of God’s great mercy 
in the Scriptures, Tra-
dition, the sacraments 
and works of the 
Church, while raising 
important questions 
such as, “What is the 

relationship between mercy and justice?” 
WFM-P . . . Sewn Softcover, $14.95
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A Note of Gratitude
Life is full of new projects and those that are drawing to an end. Each has its own place 

and time. After many fulfilling years as Share editor, I have decided that it is time to give 
someone else the chance to experience the privilege, joys and challenges of this job.

One of the great blessings of this position has been the chance to know, work with and 
learn from so many gifted and faith-filled women. To each of you, I extend my heartfelt 
thanks. Whether I have met you in person, by e-mail, telephone, snail mail or on the pages 
of Share, I thank you. 

In a world that too often listens to the loudest voice, chases the latest fad and seeks 
instant gratification, you have remained steadfast in your commitment to serve the Lord. 
Your mission statement is clear, your path is well defined, your values are strong and your 
compassion is evident. Your model is impeccable: Mary, the mother of God. 

In an anything-goes society, it takes courage, trust in the Holy Spirit and unwavering faith to pursue a course that is not 
the popular one. It takes fortitude to stand up for what you believe, whether it is participating in the annual March for Life 
in Washington, D.C., or working actively through Morality in Media to protest what is clearly pornography. If pornography 
can be defined as something one knows when one sees it, you have seen it and said, “This is not O.K.”

Jesus said, “Love one another as I have loved you.” He did not say to love some people and not others. His charge was 
meant to encompass all people. All people include the poor, the disabled, the hurting, the hungry, the neglected, the lonely, 
the marginalized and the homeless.

In a culture that seems to be straying farther and farther away from family values, you have honored and supported 
those values. In your service to the poor and destitute, you have shown by your actions that you, like Pope Francis, cherish 
and want to serve those who have less. The Pope has called on all believers to be “lights of hope.” In a homily delivered 
in Brazil last year, he said, “The one with the upper hand is God, and God is our hope!...Dear brothers and sisters, let us 
be lights of hope! Let us maintain a positive outlook on reality.” He noted that in today’s materialistic world too many 
young people feel “attracted by the many idols that take the place of God and appear to offer hope: money, success, power, 
pleasure.” You have showed young people that ephemeral idols never satisfy, and that the path to true happiness lies in 
seeking to know God and to do His will. 

Today it is altogether too easy to turn away from a disabled or starving child; you have not turned away. We know from 
history that some ancient civilizations considered their disabled or needy citizens expendable. Those civilizations did not 
survive. Today it is all too easy to turn away from the plight of a young, single mother struggling to make ends meet; you 
have not turned away. Today it is all too easy to avert one’s eyes from the homeless and hungry; you have looked into their 
eyes and fed them. Through your actions in God’s name, you are demonstrating His love in concrete ways and emphasizing 
that every human being is His beloved child. Building Habitat for Humanity homes, holding baby showers for pregnant 
single women, helping young girls and young women strengthen their faith in Junior Courts and Campus Courts, and 
fund-raising for the needy – all show that love. Some wise people have said – and I agree with them – that the true measure 
of a society is how it cares for its most vulnerable citizens. For continually choosing to see and to respond to these members 
of God’s family, I thank you. For continually choosing to follow the light of Christ in a world with countless dark and 
hostile places, I thank you. And for continually inspiring me with your good works, I thank you.

I pray that God will continue to bless all your endeavors and imbue them with His grace and love. 

From the Editor’s Desk

Share Editor Peggy Eastman
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YES. Please reserve the “Footprints” Diamond Cross Ring for me 

as described in this announcement.

LIMITED TIME OFFER    

Reservations will be accepted on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. So 
please respond as soon as possible

to reserve your ring.

Shown actual size

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED  To assure a proper fi t, a ring sizer 
will be sent to you after your reservation has been accepted.

“Footprints” 
Diamond Cross Ring Solid Sterling 

Silver

Genuine Solitaire 

Diamond

18K Gold-plated 

Accents

Engraved with 

words from the 

famous Footprints 

In the Sand poem 
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When you saw only one set of footprints,It was then that I carried you.

The inspirational message of the beloved Footprints in the 
Sand poem is captured in this striking new ring available only 
from The Bradford Exchange. 

Solid Sterling Silver, 18K Gold-Plated 
Accents & Genuine Diamond 

Beautifully hand-crafted in solid sterling silver, our 
“Footprints” Diamond Cross  Ring features an infi nity-wrap, 
with a striking fl orentine-fi nish silver path and 18K-gold plated 
footprints and trim. At the very center of the path in an exquisite 
18K gold-plate cross, set with a sparkling genuine diamond. The 
band is engraved inside with the fi nal line from the “Footprints” 
poem “It was then that I carried you.”

Remarkable Value ... 
Available for a Limited Time

This ring is a remarkable value at $99*, payable in 4 easy 
installments of $24.75 and backed by our 120-day guarantee. 
It arrives in custom case along with a Certifi cate of Authenticity. 
To reserve yours, send no money now; just mail the Priority 
Application today!

Words from the Footprints in the Sand poem appear courtesy of Margaret 
Fishback Powers, author of the book Footprints: The True Story Behind the 
Poem that Inspired Millions. 

www.bradfordexchange.com/17352

A Fine Jewelry Exclusive from 
The Bradford Exchange

Arrives in a custom presentation case 
with a Certifi cate of Authenticity 
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CDAInAction
www.catholicdaughters.org

Iowa Court Makes Clean Sweep For City
Members of Court St. Anthony #330, Council Bluffs, Iowa, joined the 2014 Keep 
Council Bluffs Beautiful Clean Sweep Project held in Bayliss Park in Council Bluffs. 
In the photo, left to right, are Sandy Hull, executive director of Live Well Council 
Bluffs/Keep Council Bluffs Beautiful; Court St. Anthony members Marti Lynch, 
Brenda Dresen and Kris Jarecki; Council Bluffs Mayor Matt Walsh; and court 
member Mary Sue Wickham. Not pictured but in attendance were members Pam 
Ratigan and Mary Alice Wickham.

Massachusetts State Photographer Honored by Cardinal
Sean Cardinal O’Malley of Massachusetts often calls upon the CDA State Photographer, Michele 
Morgan of Court Ansonia #781, Boston, Massachusetts, to take pictures of special celebrations. 
This past St. Patrick’s Day was such an occasion. The Cardinal asked for a picture of himself with 
Michele wearing their “greenery.” In the photo, Michele, left, with a green shamrock on her cheek, 
stands with Cardinal O’Malley. Parishioners in attendance were presented with a blessed potato in 
memory of the great potato famine in Ireland and a small shamrock plant for good luck. 

New York Court Helps Evangelization Ministry
Court St. Gertrude #92, Jamestown, New York, collected 
items to assist the Christian Heritage Ministry in Cheektowaga, 
New York. The Christian Heritage Ministry is a not-for-profit 
organization that collects gently-used religious items and 
printed materials to help those in need. In the photo, court 
members stand with Court Chaplain Rev. Dennis Mende 
in front of a table with collected religious statues, rosaries, 
crosses, jewelry, music CDs, books and prayer cards.

Pennsylvania Court Helps Family In Need
Court St. Bernard #339, Indiana, Pennsylvania, held a fundraiser for court 
member Nancy Robinson and her family, who lost their home and pet 
dog to a fire that occurred while they were sleeping. Kenneth Robinson 
was awakened by a bright light and the family was rescued by neighbors. 
Past Regent Gloria Kanick chaired the fundraiser and support was offered 
by Catholic Daughters, Knights of Columbus and St. Bernard’s Church. 
Past Regent Mary Jane Hodak and university alumni enlisted the aid of 
a sorority and fraternity to help. Dinner was held in St. Bernard’s Social 
Hall and Regent Josephine Valenti chaired the dessert table, for which 100 
pies were made. It was the largest fundraiser held by the court, raising 
$10,990.00.

Back row, left to right, Rev. Tom Federline, a fraternity 
brother, Gloria Kanick, court member Nancy Robinson, 
her husband Kenneth, Lisa Avolio, fundraiser 
co-chairman, Regent Josephine Valenti and three 
fraternity brothers. Front row, four sorority sisters.
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CDAInAction
Catholic Daughters Making a Difference

us on the altar of the cross. Each time we share in the Eucharist, in the Body and Blood of Christ, Jesus the True Vine gives us His 
life which sustains, nourishes, and vitalizes us who are branches on that vine. Without the Eucharist, we would be like “a withered, 
rejected branch, good only to be thrown into the fire and burnt.”

Nourished with the divine life which flows from Jesus the True Vine, we branches are to produce good fruit. For Catholic 
Daughters, that fruit must be UNITY AND CHARITY. First, do no harm to the unity you have. Continue to build unity by 
collaborating – working with one another, not against one another, using no negative words or expressing negative behavior. Engage 
in “the ministry of encouragement.”

Produce abundantly the fruit of charity through the work you do, like Habitat for Humanity. Produce abundantly the fruit of 
charity, through the funds you raise and the dollars you give to support the seminarians at the North American College in Rome 
(where our new national chaplain, Fr. Matthew Kuhn, studied) and to the Circle of Love and to Support Our Aging Religious 
(SOAR!) and so many more. 

Extend the vine of Christ by adding new branches through Junior CDA and Campus Courts.
You – the Catholic Daughters of the Americas -- and we, your brothers present here with you, we are branches on the Vine of 

Christ. Through the intercession of our Blessed Mother, may Convention 2014 produce fruit abundantly. Amen. 
 
 Rev. Stephen D. Gosnell, K.H.S.
 Immediate Past National Chaplain

Texas Court Presents $500 Scholarship
Court St. Ann Mother of Mary #2649, La Vernia, Texas, presented a $500 
scholarship at the court’s May meeting to Ashton Paige Mueller, a senior at 
New Braunfels High School. In the photo, at the presentation ceremony, left 
to right, are Linda Steele, financial secretary, Janice McMahon, treasurer, 
scholarship recipient Ashton Paige Mueller, Mary Mainz, regent, Olga Bruce, 
vice regent and Pamela Wilson, recording secretary.

North Dakota Court Celebrates 
Golden Anniversary
Court Bishop Werhle #1919, Richardton, North Dakota, honored 
its 50th anniversary with Mass celebrated by Rev. Boniface 
Muggli followed by a living rosary encircling the altar. North 
Dakota state officers, with parish organizations, Assumption 
Abbey monks and sisters of the Sacred Heart Monastery joined 
the living rosary.

National Chaplain’s Message 
Continued from page 4
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Fifty-Fifth Biennial National Convention highlights

Learning, Speaking, Voting  
and Praying Together

By Tom Panas

Photos by Terrie Vacek, CDA Volunteer

T 

here was so much value and so many people contributed so generously to the 

convention that it would require the entire Share magazine to acknowledge everyone 

and everything. Thus, this story presents convention highlights. 
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“The camaraderie at the convention 
meant so much to me,” first-time attendee 
Dee Ann Jimenez said. “Catholic women 
need a foundation of fellowship in order 
to become spiritually involved with other 
Catholic women.” 

Dee Ann, who is from court Our Lady of 
Angels #2505, Seguin, Texas, is a working 
mom, but makes time for the Catholic 
Daughters because, “Sharing with Catholic 
women is vitally important to me.” Another 
first timer, Tess Chiampas, Court Saint 
Raymond #2057, Dublin, California, liked 
being a delegate. “I consider it a great honor to represent 
my court,” Tess said. “I was proud to exercise my voting 
rights to choose national officers and vote on by-law and 
resolution amendments and other important issues.” The 
convention, Tess concluded, “helped me become a better 
Catholic Daughter. I was invigorated by the presentations and 
especially enjoyed Father Sichko’s spirituality workshop.”

It was not the first national convention for National 
Executive Director Mary Impellizeri, but it was her first time 
managing one as National Executive Director. The experience 
“was both exciting and scary. There were many challenges 
I had to overcome. I feel that I will be better prepared in 
Pittsburgh,” she said. (The 2016 convention will be held in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania). Like Tess and Dee Ann, it was very 
rewarding for Mary to “be with CDA members from across 
the country. There were many who congratulated me and then 
jumped in and helped. This was heart warming and supported 
my reasons for joining the Catholic Daughters, not only as an 
employee, but as a member as well.”

The convention took place in Billings, Montana, July 16-19. 
It was attended by 833 members, clergy, 
spouses and guests. The theme was “I am the 
vine, you are the branches,” which had been 
the theme of Anne Nelson’s two-year tenure 
as National Regent. Delegates elected a new 
national board and nominating committee. 
They discussed and voted on resolutions and 
amendments to the By-Laws. Scholarship, 
education and newsletter awards were 
announced. Workshops, business sessions, 
campaign night, state dinners, Montana 
night, clergy luncheon, a 6:00 AM CDA 
Walk/Run For Love and an appreciation 
banquet were also among the highlights. 

Morning liturgies included a moving 
Eucharistic Liturgy Memorial Mass and an 

inspiring Eucharistic Liturgy for God and 
Country celebrated by Archbishop Timothy 
Broglio, Archdiocese of the Military. There 
was a retirement celebration for James 
and Peggy O’Brien, who retired as head 
of the shipping department and National 
Executive Director, respectively, last year.

There was a beautiful concert by tenor 
Mark Forrest, and the convention choir, led 
by Rosalie Foster in which Shirley Seyfried’s 
daughter, Christina Armendarez, played 
and sang beautifully. There was a rousing 
spirituality workshop given by Rev. James 

Sichko, “Lunch with the Lion” hosted by John Ramming, 
President of Courage Lion, and “Lunch with Labouré” hosted 
by Labouré Society Founder and CEO Cy Laurent.

The convention was called to order by Anne Nelson on 
Wednesday, July 16. In her opening remarks, she said, “We 
will stand strong and proud as Catholic Daughters living and 
working in Unity and Charity,” adding that “on every continent 
except Antarctica our Catholic Daughter insignia is seen.”

Muriel Forrest was announced as Catholic Woman of the 
Year. Muriel, with her husband Mark (who gave a concert 
at the convention), administer Wheatland Farm for special 
needs children. In accepting her $5,000 award, Muriel said, 
“I receive this award on behalf of the many Catholic moms 
throughout this country who are raising children like ours.”

Immediate Past National Regent Joanne Tomassi inspired 
all with her personal story of being guided by faith and the 
Holy Spirit through knee surgery and the end of her term as 
National Regent. She now has wonderful job in which, “the 
bottom line is salvation and service.” 

Keynote speaker Teresa Tomeo emphatically stated that, 
“it is no coincidence that current attacks 
on the church are centered on women, 
through abortion and other women’s 
issues. Satan knows if he can get to women, 
he can get to everyone. Your voices as 
Catholic women as well as your grass-
roots spiritual and charitable work are 
needed now more than ever. You devote 
your voices and actions to your patroness 
the Blessed Mother joyfully, in the spirit of 
the Holy Father who exhorts us not to be 
‘pickled-pepper Christians.’” She quoted 
Jesuit Father John A. Hardon, a well-
known catechist, as saying, “There is no 
greater power in all the world as a woman 
who falls in love with Jesus Christ.”

Immediate Past National Regent Anne 
Nelson with her husband Carl.

Muriel Forrest, Catholic Woman of the 
Year, with her husband Mark, who gave a 
concert before the convention officially 
began.
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The National Regent opened the third session by 
introducing members from Junior Court Joan of Arc in Idaho, 
each of whom then told the audience a little about themselves.

The new National Board was elected: National Regent 
Shirley Seyfried, National Regent-Elect Helene Shepard, First 
Vice National Regent Olga Samaniego, Second Vice National 
Regent Sherry Nilles and National Secretary-Treasurer Vickie 
Feist. The National Directors are: Carolyn Bachmann, Letty 
Calvetti, Joyce Ann Fleming, Ruth Guidry, Jo Hammen, Janet 
Martineau, Susan Moné, Margi Oller and Sheila Storey. The 

Nominating Committee for 2016 was also elected. 
In giving her National Regent’s report, Anne said “I have 

spread the message of the Catholic Daughters as best I can 
because I’m convinced that Catholic Daughters is the gift 
that everyone should have. And thank you for exceeding the 
challenge of acquiring 5,000 new members.” Dressed in her 
trademark early 20th century outfit, 1903 Society Chairman 
Helene Shepard said the 1903 Society had reached $316,000 
in pledges and more than $250,000 in financial donations, a 
major achievement.

Thanks From a Long-Standing CDA Friend

Below are the acceptance remarks made at the convention 
by Holy Cross Family Ministries Development Director 
Robin Cabral when National Regent Anne Nelson gave her a 
donation from the Catholic Daughters. 

Holy Cross Family Ministries is grateful to be here at 
the 55th Biennial National Convention in beautiful Billings, 
Montana. We thank you so very much for your invitation, 
your warm welcome, and your hospitality and continued and 
gracious support of our ministry. We are so humbled that you 
recognize the value of our work to our world through your 
sharing of your resources.

Father Peyton had a mission. His mission was to repay Our 
Blessed Mother for the grace of his healing and his life. His 
way was always his way. It was the way of the Family Rosary 
which he grew up in Ireland. His goal, of which nothing 
would stop him, was to get 10 million families praying the 
Rosary. He began with a letter writing campaign to all the 
bishops, then radio, then film, and then the Crusades. The 
Crusades brought masses of people pledge to pray the Rosary 
together. He reached his 10 million families. The world was 
transformed. His slogans of a “world at prayer is a world at 
peace” rang true and resonated with countless.

The Catholic Daughters were there. You helped Father 
Peyton to get his start. You helped Fr. Peyton to transform 
so many families. You helped Father Peyton do Our Blessed 
Mother’s work. For you see the year was 1952 and Father 
Peyton asked the Catholic Daughters of America to fund a film 
series to produce fifteen half-hour dramatic presentations on 
the Mysteries of the Rosary. You did. The rest is history. That 
film series was used during each Crusade. It transformed the 
hearts and minds of all those who watched it and prepared 
them for what was to come – the Rosary Rally.

You were there from the start. You are still there today. For you 
see, through your gracious support we continue to do Fr. Peyton’s 
work of building the family through prayer and devotion. 

You are there when we distribute each of our 1.2 million 
Rosaries worldwide, you are there when a young person enters 
our “Try Prayer! It Works!” contest. You are there when we 
take a film to religious education classes. You have been there 
as we collaborate on missions and retreats. You are there as 
we work to Canonize Father Peyton and make him a Saint for 
Families. We couldn’t do all that we do without you being there 
for us. You make so very much possible and you transform so 
many lives of faith throughout the world in 17 countries.

Father Peyton often said, “I am not asking you to do it for 
me, but for Our Blessed Mother. If you do it, you will be doing 
a favor for her, She will thank you for it.”

We are so grateful for the many years of devoted and dedicated 
support as we continue the ministry started by our founder Patrick 
Peyton. Without you giving him that start and without you helping 
us to continue his momentum, we would not have had the impact 
that we have had in our quest to bring Marian devotion to the 
world. What we do together is “All for Her.”

On behalf of everyone at Holy Cross Family Ministries, I 
say “thank you!” On behalf of all those families that you have 
helped to transform around the world, I say “Gracias! Obrigada! 
Danke! Merci! Thank You!” As Father Peyton was so fond of 
reminding us all, “Our Blessed Mother thanks you!”

I would like to end by sharing with you a quote from 
Meister Eckhart:

If the only prayer you said in your whole life was,  
"thank you," that would suffice. 

My prayer today is “Thank You Catholic Daughters,” 
a small gift for all that you have given to us to build a more 
peaceful world.

And, I will end with one of Fr. Peyton’s most favorite 
quotes from Alfred Tennyson, “More things are wrought by 
prayer than this world dreams of.”
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Dan Seyfried, who administers the CDA website and 
has been generously volunteering his time to upgrade the 
headquarters computer system, said, “We wanted to take 
care of technical issues so the CDA and CDA leadership could 
remain focused on priorities. We want to structure purchases 
from the CDA store in such a way that you can buy items 
individually instead of first going through your courts.” His 
last comment was met with much approval from the audience.

Montana State Regent Carol Schaaf introduced Devel- 
opment Director Carrie Krepps of the Florence Crittenton 
Home in Helena, Montana. Carrie said, “On behalf of everyone 
at the Crittenton Home I want to thank you. We give young 
woman a home and educate them on how to parent or consider 
and make positive adoption plans.” One resident, when leaving, 
wrote, “I pray my broken past will not affect my baby’s future. 
I may be young, I may not look like other moms, I will stumble 
along the way, but I am Every Mom, please give me a chance. 
Carol then gave Carrie a diaper bag containing $1,000 and said 
a bassinet of baby clothes was on the way.”

National Secretary-Treasurer Sherry Nilles said, “Our only 
correspondence is from Past National Clergy Consultant Rev. 
Donald Ruppert from Texas. He wrote, “I regret that I am not 
able to be with you at this convention, my get up and go has got 
up and went. CDA is the best Catholic women’s organization; 
please give my best wishes to all.” 

Anne presented a check to Development Director Robin 
Cabral of the Catholic Daughter National Project Holy Cross 
Family Ministries. Robin said, “Holy Cross Family Ministries 
thanks you very much for your invitation, your warm welcome 

and your continued and gracious support 
of our ministry. Father Peyton’s goal was to 
get 10 million families saying the rosary. He 
reached his 10 million families and the world 
was transformed. The Catholic Daughters 
were there then and are with us now. I will 
end with one of Father Peyton’s favorite 
quotes, ‘More things are wrought by prayer 
than this world dreams of.’ ”

Another donation recipient was the 
Labouré Society, a Catholic Daughter 
National Charity. In accepting the check, 

National Officers, 2014-2016, left to right, National Regent Shirley 
Seyfried, National Regent-Elect Helene Shepard, First Vice National 
Regent Olga Samaniego, Second Vice National Regent Sherry Nilles 
and National Secretary-Treasurer Vickie Feist.

Clergy gather for the Friday morning Eucharistic Liturgy for God and Country; Archbishop Timothy Broglio, Archdiocese for the Military, was the 
Principal Celebrant at Mass.

CDA Walk/Run for Love.



Cy Laurent said, “My great 
grandmother had a nanny named 
Mona who helped her take care 
of her children. When she was 
particularly impressed or pleased 
with an individual, she’d say, “Ain’t 
you something.” And I say to you, 
the Catholic Daughters, ‘Ain’t you 
something.’ ” The Laboure’ Society 
asked that a Catholic Daughter be 
on their Board of Directors and 
National Regent-Elect Shirley 
Seyfried accepted. 

As the newly-elected National 
Regent, Shirley said, “The theme for the next two years, is 
‘whatever you do for the least of my brethren, you do for me.’” 
Using that theme, she said, “my goals as National Regent are 

three-fold: First, I ask 
each court to do one new 
project per year in the 
next two years. Write up 
your projects and send 
them to me. We will 
publish some of them 
in Share magazine and 
establish a place on our 
website to post projects.

“My second goal is 
to increase membership. 
We will work hard to 
change the downward 
membership trend. I’ve 

asked Olga Samaniego to 
chair membership. Olga 
started 17 new courts in two 
years and is filled with ideas 
to rebuild our membership. 
When I first began as a 
Catholic Daughter we had 
over 150,000 members. We 
can get back there. 

“The third goal is inte-
gral to all we do as Catholic 
Daughters: increase our 
spirituality. Before every-
thing we do, we pray for 
the success of the project. 
We have planned our second Catholic Daughters pilgrimage 
to help us increase our spirituality. In the fall of 2013 Father 
Gosnell led us on pilgrimage. Next year we are going to Rome 
and Medjugorje.” 

After the convention was adjourned, the Installation Mass 
was celebrated at St. Pius X Church in Billings. Principal 
celebrant Bishop Michael Warfel of the Diocese of Great Falls-
Billings, Montana, said in his homily, “The spirit intercedes 
with inexpressible groaning on our behalf. As we receive 
Christ into our life we must share Christ with others. It is the 
plan of God that people like us will evangelize others. We live 
in a paradoxical world, it is good because it is created by God, 
but at the same time we know there is much sin in the world 
that causes great harm. Anyone who has truly experienced 
God’s saving love does not need much time or training to go out 
and proclaim that love. We no longer say that we are disciples 
and missionaries, but that we are missionary disciples.” 
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Cy Laurent, founder and 
CEO of The Labouré 
Society, hosted Lunch with 
Labouré. 

National Regent Shirley Seyfried, left, with Past National Executive 
Director Peggy O’Brien at the Retirement Celebration for Peggy and 
Jimmy O’Brien.

National Chaplain Rev. Matthew 
Kuhn presenting at the convention.

National Youth Chairman Arline Rich, back row, left, stands with 
Immediate Past National Regent Anne Nelson, second row, right, 
with Juniors from Court St. Joan of Arc, Nampa, Idaho. The Juniors 
were recognized for service projects within their community and 
national projects. They raised more than $500 at a Circle of Love Run 
for National Charities. 

National Regent-Elect Helene Shepard 
in her trademark 1903 Society bonnet 
and costume.
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The National Regent asked National Chaplain Rev. Stephen 
Gosnell to bless the pins for the National Board. Rev. Matthew 
Kuhn was then installed as the new National Chaplain, and 
the newly elected officers and directors pledged their service 
and walked to the altar holding a red rose. Father Kuhn read 
the charge to the new officers, who responded as a group. 

Anne said to applause, “May I present the newly-elected 
national officers and directors.” Each national director 
received a blessing from Father Matthew, placed the red rose 
they were carrying in a vase which was before a statue of the 
Blessed Mother, received their pin and signed the pledge of 
office. Father Kuhn installed the national officers individually. 
Anne asked Father Matthew to bless a gavel, which she 
presented to Shirley Seyfried. Shirley accepted the gavel and 
the responsibilities it signifies. 

All Catholic Daughters present then repeated the words 
spoken by Anne, “We, the members of the Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas, one in unity and love, pledge our allegiance 
to our newly-installed national officers and directors. We 
promise our devotion, assistance and prayers to these national 

officers and directors in carrying out the 
programs of the Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas.” When the powerful words 
stopped echoing throughout the church, 
there was loud applause. 

The convention was a success. It was 
First Vice National Regent Olga Samaniego’s 
first time as National Convention Chairman 
though she had worked on several state 
conventions. Her job was as liaison 
between the National Regent and Montana. 
Olga explains, “I relayed the National 
Regent’s plans and requirements and 
was responsible for making sure that the 
committees were on task and completing 
their assignments. I was also an advisor.”

She could not have done the job alone, 
Olga said. “I would like to praise and thank all the monitors, 
ushers and committee chairmen. All were very conscientious. 
I would especially like to thank the Montana State Board. In 
addition to their planning and diligent effort, they worked 
non-stop during the convention to make sure everything ran 
smoothly — as did the monitors and reception — everyone was 
terrific!”

For more pictures and information, visit the CDA website 
www.catholicdaughters.
org and click on the links to 
Recaps for each day on the left 
of the page.

Past National Regents, left to right, Claudia Bosch, Joanne Tomassi, Immediate Past National 
Regent Anne Nelson, front, center, M. Joan McKenna, back, center, Libby Ramirez and Grace 
DiCairano.

First Vice National Regent Olga Samaniego with her husband Ismael.

Right: Rev. James Sichko, who 
gave a spirituality workshop, 
signed copies of his book, “Among 
Friends.”

Below: Immediate Past National 
Chaplain Rev. Stephen Gosnell 
presenting.

http://www.catholicdaughters.org
http://www.catholicdaughters.org
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Online courses bring religious education to all

Catholic Distance Learning Helps 
Students Deepen Their Faith

By Marianne Evans Mount, Ph.D.
President, Catholic Distance University

L 

 ast Saturday my seven-year-old grandson, Charlie, received his First Holy 

Communion. His precious face was full of anticipation as he processed into the 

church in a white bow tie and navy blue blazer carrying a white rose for the Blessed 

Mother. The children crowned a statue of our Lady with their flowers. 

The May Crowning, which celebrates the role of our Blessed 
Mother who always leads us to her Son, reminded me of a 
statement by Pope Francis in his recent Apostolic Exhortation, 
The Joy of the Gospel. He noted, “There is a Marian ‘style’ to the 
Church’s work of evangelization. Whenever we look to Mary, 
we come to believe once again in the revolutionary nature of 
love and tenderness” (#288). 

During the Easter Season especially we are reminded as 
Catholic daughters of the role our Blessed Mother plays in our 
salvation. As the Star of the New Evangelization, she teaches 
us so much. 

The vocation to be a faith-filled Christian woman impels us 
to grow in our Catholic faith. Why? To learn more about our 
faith is to encounter the living word of God, Jesus Christ. Can 
we love someone we hardly know? Learning more about our 
faith helps us to grow in our love for Jesus and enables us to 
share our faith naturally, sincerely, and with conviction. As our 
Blessed Mother taught us, we should carry our Lord with us as 
we reach out to serve others, as she did for her cousin Elizabeth. 

Knowledge of our faith grounds us in a unified, integrated 
life that reflects the joy of being a daughter of God, a daughter 
of the Church. Our radiant smiles witness to a loving encounter 
with Jesus that we wish to share with everyone we meet. 

In 1977 I volunteered to be a catechist teaching 8th graders at 
my parish. That decision began a journey that has been woven 

in remarkable ways with the Church’s mission of the New 
Evangelization and the loving presence of the Star of the New 
Evangelization in my life.

My experience as a catechist was more fruitful for me than 
for my students. They, in fact, helped reveal the depth of my 
ignorance of my faith as they asked very good questions I could 
not answer about the Mass, the saints, the Church’s moral 
teachings, the Pope, prayer, and Church history. When their 
parents asked me when we were going to study the Doctors of 
the Church, I knew that I needed more than a teacher’s manual; 
it was time for me to become a student before I could become a 
convincing teacher of my faith. 

The following spring I enrolled in a nearby graduate 
program for religious sisters held each summer at a Catholic 
girls’ boarding school. The Monsignor who directed the 
program made an exception for me since I lived nearby and 
allowed me to enroll, suggesting that I read Theology and Sanity 
by Frank Sheed before classes started. 

The 75 religious sisters who were my classmates deepened 
their knowledge of Catholic theology and Catechetics while I, 
like a small child, discovered the logic, the beauty, the richness 
of the Catholic faith, and the unity between faith and reason. I 
came to understand that the search for truth on a human level 
always leads to God. Reason and faith are not two separate 
incompatible and contradictory compartments of knowledge, 
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one reasonable and the other personal and primarily devotional. 
My faith encompassed every aspect of my life, no matter how 
small and seemingly ordinary. 

After classes began, one of my professors, Father John 
Hardon, SJ, and I approached the diocesan bishop to start an 
institute to teach the faith using correspondence courses—so 
anyone, anywhere could grow in his or her knowledge of the 
teachings of the Church and encounter the mystery of God’s 
love on a personal schedule in the privacy and comfort of home. 
St. Paul, after all, was the first distance educator. He used letters 
called epistles to deepen the knowledge of the early Christians. 

Today, CDU is an accredited online Catholic university 
offering degrees in Theology, certificates, and continuing 
education courses and seminars. We partner with dioceses 
to provide online catechetical instruction and serve a global 
community of adult learners who take credit and noncredit 
courses and seminars. Our students represent every diocese in 
the United States and 68 countries worldwide. 

Not all of our students are Catholic, and many are converts 
or have returned to the Catholic faith after years of searching 
and doubt. What they all share is a hunger to understand the 
faith more systematically under the guidance of inspirational 
teachers who love the Church and lead them to serve the 
Church’s mission of the New Evangelization. I am convinced 
that our Lady is our foremost recruiter. 

About half of our students are women. They are physicians, 
homemakers, scientists, housekeepers, teachers, grandmothers, 
catechists, and business owners. Jenny is a mother of five living 
in Germany who organizes religious education for American 
military families. Debbie is a director of religious education in 
Nova Scotia with no Catholic college nearby who is also earning 
her MA degree. Barbara is a catechist and convert in upstate 
New York who has now finished her BA degree in Theology. 

Kathy, a grandmother in California, earned her BA degree 
in Theology while working with her husband on their farm 
growing grapes for local wineries. She loved the camaraderie 
in the online campus with classmates who shared her growing 
love for the Church. 

“My degree has given me the knowledge and confidence for 
my endeavors, both in family life as I raise my children in the 
faith, and in future ministry,” says Mercado Mari, a student in 
Florida who recently earned a BA degree in Theology at CDU.

These women are a reminder of what Archbishop Fulton 
Sheen famously stated in his popular weekly television show, 
Life is Worth Living: “To a great extent the level of any civilization 
is the level of its womanhood...the more devoted she is to truth, 
justice, goodness, the more a man has to aspire to be worthy 
of her. The history of civilization could actually be written in 
terms of the level of its women.” St. John Paul II wrote in his 

Apostolic Exhortation, Familiaris Consortio, on the Christian 
Family, “…the history of salvation, in fact, is a continuous and 
luminous testimony of the dignity of women” (#22). Women play 
a fundamental role in building strong marriages and families, 
which are the basic cell of a society dedicated to life and freedom. 

Women have a unique and irreplaceable influence in the 
family and in the world. Education in the faith is vital to fulfilling 
each woman’s vocation as a Catholic daughter. Our Lady, Star of 
the New Evangelization, taught us the importance of following 
the star, that is, her example, as she welcomed the Magi. The 
Magi also found Jesus by following the star that led them home 
by a different way. St. Luke reminds us that our Lady kept all of 
these things in her heart, pondering the mystery in her openness 
to the Holy Spirit and loving obedience to the will of God. She 
did not fully understand the events and sufferings of her life, yet 
her answer is always, “Do whatever he tells you” (Jn 2:5, NRSV). 

Our Lady, who became catechist to the Apostles and was 
present with them at the birth of the Church at Pentecost, 
always leads us back to her Son. Because our role as Catholic 
daughters is so vital, we must be steeped in the joyous encounter 
with the word of God in Sacred Scripture, be women of prayer 
and self-giving, and always be ready to give Jesus to those we 
serve. As the woman at the well tells Jesus, “Sir, give me this 

1.888.254.4CDU ext. 700
admissions@cdu.edu          www.cdu.edu

Discover the Joy
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Learn online in your home
at your pace!

Inspiring • Affordable
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water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming 
here to draw water” (Jn 4:15, NRSV). 

Making a commitment to study the faith is the way we drink 
of the water that Jesus gives that becomes “a spring of water 
gushing up to eternal life” (Jn 4:14, NRSV). The economy of 
God’s fruitful love changes us from within when we grow in 
our faith because we encounter more deeply the reality of God’s 
presence in our lives. In turn, his presence in us transforms 
every person, circumstance, and relationship we encounter. 

Pope Francis describes Mary as a woman who was “able to 
turn a stable into a home for Jesus with poor swaddling clothes 
and an abundance of love” (#286). In his words, “She is the friend 
who is ever concerned that wine not be lacking in our lives” 
(#286). And he concludes by repeating the consoling message 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe to Juan Diego, “Let your heart not be 
troubled…Am I not here, who am your Mother?”(# 286). 

May we make Mary, Star of the New 
Evangelization, our intimate companion as 
we reflect on how God is calling each of us 
to share in the Church’s mission of the New 
Evangelization. 

Marianne Evans Mount, PhD, became 
president of Catholic Distance University (CDU) in Hamilton, 

Virginia, in 2008 after serving in a variety of leadership 
positions since the founding of CDU in 1983. She spent her 

early career teaching English to high school and junior high 
school students and directing a high school religious education 

program at her parish. Marianne earned her PhD in Human 
Development from Virginia Tech in 2008. She has written and 

spoken extensively on her research interest in adult spiritual 
development and distance education.
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It involves vision and mission

The Ministry  
of Fundraising

By Helene Shepard
National Regent-Elect, National Leadership Chairman

M 

any people have a very negative reaction to the word “fundraising.” They are 

very reluctant to ask people for donations of time, money or talents.

There is, however, another way of looking at fundraising. 
In its true nature, it is a form of ministry and spirituality. Once 
you view it in this way it will no longer be a distasteful task 
that should be left for someone else to tackle.

When we ask someone to donate something to a particular 
cause it is truly a means of announcing a vision and inviting 
people to participate in our vision and mission. In our case, 
it is the mission of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. 
My thoughts in this article have come to life based on various 
scriptural verses which shed new light on the subject for me. It 
has been cited that vision and mission are so central to the life of 
God’s people that without vision we perish and without mission 
we lose our direction and our way. (Proverbs 29:18; Kings 21: 1-9).

Fundraising should not be equated with begging. When 
we try to raise funds we are saying that we have a vision that is 
great and exciting, and we are inviting others to invest in our 
vision with not only their resources but also their prayers and 
their talents.

The book Spirituality of Fundraising by Henri J. M. 
Nouwen, refers to fundraising as a call to conversion. This 
call comes to both those who seek funds and those who have 
funds. To be converted means to experience a deep shift in 
how we see, think and act. You will not become poorer; you 
will become richer by giving. St. Paul the Apostle declared that 
you will be enriched in every way for your great generosity (2 
Corinthians 9:11). We need to be confident in our approach 
and in our invitation; otherwise, we will lose the direction of, 
and dedication to, our mission. 

Don’t be misled by the false belief that fundraising is 
a secular activity. It is as spiritual as a time spent in prayer, 
visiting the sick or feeding the hungry. This is in keeping with 
the theme for the next two years in the Catholic Daughters, 
“Whatever you do for the least of my brethren, you do for me” 
(Matthew 25:40). It also worked hand in hand with the theme 
for the past two years, “I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit because 
apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5).

There are many fears about asking. We need to approach 
potential donors in the spirit of Christ: “Make love your aim.” 
(1 Corinthians 14:1). Asking people for money is giving them 
the opportunity to put their resources at the disposal of the 
kingdom. They now have the opportunity to invest in the 
work of God. How much they have or how little they have 
is not as important as the possibility of making their money 
available to God.

The example of the multiplication of the five loaves 
and the two fish shows us how God’s love can multiply the 
effects of our generosity (Matthew 14:13-21). We have a need 
for friendship and community and fundraising is a form of 
building community.

Fundraising is a ministry founded in prayer and undertaken 
in gratitude. In closing let us keep in mind the meaningful 
words of Henri J. M. Nouwen: “We are inviting you to invest 
yourself through the resources that God has given you, 
your energy, your prayers and your money -- in this work 
to which God has called us.” 
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CDA national charity fights pornography

Morality in Media  
Sponsors Conference on  

Pornography’s Harms
By Tom Panas

M 

orality in Media (MIM), one of the 10 Catholic Daughter National Charities, 

organized and sponsored a two-day conference entitled “Porn Harms.”

 The conference was held on May 16 and 17 at the Marriott 
Hotel in Tyson’s Corner, Virginia, close to MIM’s headquarters 
in Washington, D.C. Founded in 1962, MIM has, according to its 
website, “become the leading national organization opposing 
pornography and indecency through public education and the 
application of the law.” Each national regent represents the 
Catholic Daughters on MIM’s Board of Directors.

The conference was very successful, since more than 200 
leaders and activists from across the country, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Austria and Mexico City 
attended. Five embassies were represented. 
The wide scope of attendees showed that 
pornography has become a worldwide 
problem.

The conference began with a press briefing 
at the National Press Club in Washington, D.C. 
Among those at the press conference were 
Morality in Media Chairman and CEO Patrick 
A. Trueman, Esq., and Executive Director 
Dawn E. Hawkins. Dawn opened the press 
conference by describing internet pornography 
as a “public health crisis.” She said internet 
porn has created an increase in sex trafficking 
and that more than half of divorced people 
list internet pornography as a cause of the 
dissolution of their marriage. 

Speakers talked about how internet pornography has 
become big business with more than 4.2 million websites and 
considerable political clout. This has allowed the development 
of a “porn culture” which suggests that pornography is a 
harmless source of pleasure. But the reality is that porn can 
become an addiction – similar to drugs, alcohol, gambling 
– and can have terribly destructive consequences on users, 
spouses and families. Dr. Donald M. Hilton, a neurosurgeon 

At the press conference, MIM Executive Director Dawn E. Hawkins, standing, right, 
addresses members of the press, while MIM board member and conference speaker Dr. 
Mary Anne Leyden, sitting, far left, and conference speaker Dr. Gail Dines, sitting, right, 
await questions.
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and MIM board member, used the science of neuroplasticity 
to explain the physiology of how pornography can lead to 
addiction.

Dr. Mary Anne Leyden, who treats victims of sexual 
exploitation and is also on MIM’s Board of Directors, said, “Every 
case of sexual violence I have treated involves pornography” 
and “the more that males are exposed to pornography the more 
likely they are to be involved in non-consensual sex.”

Also alarming are the statistics that one in four college 
women will be raped and 86 percent of cases of sexual 
violence go unreported in the military.

Panel member Donny Pauling had been a producer of 
pornography, but is now a vocal anti-porn advocate and 
intends to become a priest. Pauling said that there were 
12 million visitors to his website and spoke of seeing “the 
light go out in the eyes” of young women who took part in 
pornographic films and video.

Shelley Lubben, who appeared in pornography film and 
video for many years, explained how she was “romanced 
into pornography” – treated wonderfully and courteously 
by her husband when he was courting her and shortly 
after her marriage, but then tricked by him and forced into 
pornography. Lubben said this experience destroyed her soul 
and left her traumatized, even as she now strives for healing 
and recovery.

Clay Olsen is co-founder and 
executive director of Fight the New 
Drug, an organization that, according 
to its website, “provides individuals 
the opportunity to make an informed 
decision regarding pornography 
by raising awareness of its harmful 
effects using science, facts, and 
personal accounts.” Clay spoke of the 
importance of educating youth as to 
the perils of porn. “We’re finding,” he 
said,” that internet pornography is the 
most common addiction among young 
people today.”

Though the focus was on how por-
nography affects men, after the con-
ference Dawn Hawkins wrote a let-
ter of protest about the trailer for the 
upcoming movie “50 Shades of Grey,” 
based on the popular book. Dawn 
said that the book and trailer degrade 
women and encourage violent behav-
ior by men against women. The book 
is on MIM’s “Dirty Dozen List” of 12 

leading contributors to sexual exploitation (www.PornHarms.
com/dirty dozen). 

After the conference, Pat addressed his staff. “On Sunday 
(the day after the conference) I went back to the hotel to 
attend the Catholic Mass. When it was over, I walked to the 
conference corridor and just smiled. I thought back to just 
two months ago when we had no money and less than 20 
people signed up to attend the conference. By God’s grace the 
conference was filled to capacity and we had sufficient funds. 

 “So smile today. You touched many hearts and gave hope to 
what was before this past weekend a collection of individuals 
in search of a movement. And you launched that movement, 
the Coalition to End Sexual Exploitation. Congratulations.”

Chairman of the Board Robert L. Cahill, Jr. also had words 
of praise. “I would offer my heartiest congratulations to Pat 
and the MIM staff for a remarkably successful summit, and 
a press conference with arresting impact. I was awed by the 
breadth of offerings at the summit, the numbers of people and 
organizations in attendance, and the zeal of the attendees.

“I think it will prove to have been a tipping point in 
marshaling a formidable and effective national coalition and 
movement in opposition to pornography. Full marks to all of 
you. On behalf of the Board of MIM I thank you profusely. 
God bless you all.”

For further information, visit www.PornHarms.com. 
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Chairman and CEO Patrick A. Trueman, Esq., left, and Robert W. Peters, Esq., president emeritus, 
at the National Press Club.

http://www.PornHarms.com
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Program of prayer and study

Introducing Endow:  
An Educational Apostolate  

for Women
Note from National Legislative Chair Margaret Sitte:  

Catholic women face many challenges in living out their faith in the modern world.  
Yet few women know of the engaging words Saint John Paul II wrote to inspire us to be  

involved in women’s issues from a Catholic perspective. I asked Endow to share  
its mission with Catholic Daughters.

By Eileen Love, Endow

L 

 ooking back it is easy to see that the Holy Spirit was surely moving in 2003 in 

Denver, Colorado. The gentle breeze stirred in the hearts of a few laywomen when 

they became aware of the writings of Pope John Paul II, particularly as they pertain 

to women. 

They became excited at what they read: 1995’s Letter to 
Women – written by Pope John Paul II to all the women of 
the world; his 1988 encyclical, On the Dignity and Vocation of 
Women (Mulieris Dignitatem); the groundbreaking Theology 
of the Body, and more.

Today, what started as an informal lunchtime conversation 
is now an international women’s educational movement, 
known as Endow. An acronym for Educating on the Nature 
and Dignity of Women, Endow is a program of prayer and 
study designed to help women and girls grow closer to Christ 
by learning more deeply the teachings of His Catholic Church.

Endow’s model is to gather women into study groups that 
are led by trained facilitators. Study groups explore areas 
of Catholic theology such as: Aquinas for Beginners; Edith 
Stein: Seeker of Truth; Setting the World Ablaze: Catherine 
of Siena, to name just a few. Each group typically consists of 

eight-12 women, and the eight chapter studies are designed 
to be completed within eight-12 weeks. Groups are typically 
held either on parish grounds or in private homes. There is 
no homework.

Endow also has an exciting program for youth. Girl 
Genius for middle school and True Beauty Revealed for 
high school are dynamic programs that meet youth where 
they are and introduce them to the richness of Catholic life. 
From explaining the basics of human dignity to introducing 
prayers, saints’ stories, and discussing everyday challenges, 
these inspiring programs help girls to know, love, and serve 
God while they strengthen Catholic identity.

Whether young girls or seasoned grandmothers or 
anyone in between, Endow participants become well-
formed Catholics who then become leaven in the world 
– in their families, workplaces, communities, parishes, 
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and schools. Women well-formed 
in the faith can change the world! 
Indeed, Endow’s overarching mission 
is to transform the minds and hearts 
of women by inviting them into the 
joy, freedom, and dignity that comes 
from living out their gift of authentic 
femininity in Christ.

Have we been successful? Listen to 
what Nina, a physician, wife, and mother 
of three from Troy, Michigan has to 
say: “I was not prepared for the impact 
delving into the writings of the Church 
on the subject of authentic femininity would have on me. I 
found that the Church’s teachings on the nature and dignity 
of women far surpass any feminist manifesto, go deeper than 
any sociological treatise and cut across age, station in life, 
race, and vocation…Endow brought me unimaginable joy 
and a deep peace which stay with me to this day.”

Denver Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila heartily supports 
the Endow apostolate and has this to say: “Endow is the 

most dynamically orthodox program 
in the United States devoted entirely 
to the sanctification and formation of 
women. Under the leadership of its 
president, Terry Polakovic, the program 
has grown to an active organization 
effecting thousands of women and 
families across the country. The 
feminine genius will renew Catholic 
life through the witness to the self-gift 
of Jesus Christ. Endow facilitates this 
renewal. I endorse, recommend, and 
appreciate...Endow.” 

We invite you to become part of this exciting movement. 
If you have been pondering your next move to help grow 
in your faith, Endow could be what you are looking for; 
don’t wait another minute. Become a facilitator and lead 
your own small group or participate in a local group that 
is happening near you. For more information visit www.
endowgroups.org or call (720) 382-5242. Endow helps us 
love the learning, build friendships and live the faith.

Whether you live down south and require only a light
jacket, live in a more moderate climate where a

sweatshirt is needed or up north where it
gets really cold, we’ve got you covered!
CDA Snap-close Jackets start at $25
CDA Hooded Zip Up Sweatshirts start at $30
CDA Rugby Stripe Scarf is just $15

Check out all the items at the store at  
catholicdaughters.org to see just

how you can show pride in CDA!
or order by mail to CDA, 10 W. 71st St., New York, NY 10023

or by calling 1-888-221-8834

Please remember that all orders must be placed by a State or Local Court Officer. 
All orders over $50 must be accompanied by a court check.

Don’t get left out in the cold!

Endow President, Terry Polakovic

http://www.endowgroups.org/
http://www.endowgroups.org/
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Sanctity of life applies to everyone

The Death Penalty:  
A Pro-life Issue

By Karen Clifton
Executive Director

Cathy Jarboe
Director for Catholic State Networks and Organizations 

Catholic Mobilizing Network to End the Use of the Death Penalty
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I 

n the early morning hours of May 7, 1998, Vicki Schieber looked forward to a call 

from her daughter Shannon, a beautiful and gifted graduate student studying at 

Philadelphia’s Wharton School. 

Tragically, a call did come, but not from Shannon – 
from her brother, who had discovered his sister’s lifeless 
body. Vicki’s only daughter had been savagely raped and 
murdered that very morning. Here began Vicki’s journey from 
heartbreak into action. She and her family embarked on a 
journey of sadness, anger, forgiveness, and mercy. Vicki and 
Syl, her husband, called upon their deep faith on that terrible 
day and have relied on it ever since. Today they both are 
powerful voices in the national movement to end the death 
penalty. Based on her devout Catholic belief that every life – 
even the life of her daughter’s murderer – is a sacred, freely 
given gift from God, Vicki helps lead efforts in many states to 
bring about an end to capital punishment.

Vicki’s faith is rooted in the conviction that all human life 
is sacred, and that includes her daughter and the one who 
harmed her. When we work to oppose the death penalty we 
remove any doubt that the sanctity of human life applies to 
everyone: the unborn, the aged, the infirm, and those who 
commit unspeakable crimes.

As Catholics, we believe the true measure of every 
institution in society is whether it threatens or enhances 
the life and dignity of the human person. That includes our 
criminal justice system. Our bishops, our Scripture and our 
popes all encourage that we work to change our culture of 
death to one that values life. 

Pope John Paul II made that connection clear in his 
encyclical letter, Gospel of Life. Woven into the fabric of the 
encyclical is an appeal to stand against killing; even of those who 
have affronted God’s dominion by committing murder. Pope 
John Paul II told us that we have an “inescapable responsibility 
of choosing to be unconditionally pro-life.” And, in one of his 
first addresses as Pope, Pope Francis said, “Mercy is the Lord’s 
most powerful message. It is not easy to trust oneself to the 
mercy of God, because his mercy is an unfathomable abyss. 
But we must do it!” He has further said, “I have a dogmatic 
certainty: God is in every person’s life. God is in everyone’s life. 
Even if the life of the person has been a disaster, even if it has 
been destroyed by vices, drugs or anything else – God is in this 
person’s life. You can, you must try to seek God in every human 
life. Although the life of a person is a land full of thorns and 
weeds, there is always a space in which the good seed can grow. 
You have to trust in God.”

The Catechism of the Catholic Church states:

“The traditional teaching of the Church does not 
exclude recourse to the death penalty, if this is the only 
possible way of effectively defending human lives against 
the unjust aggressor. If, however, non-lethal means are 
sufficient to defend and protect people’s safety from 
the aggressor, authority will limit itself to such means” 
(CCC, 2267). 

The test of whether the death penalty can be used is not the 
gravity of the offense, but whether it is absolutely necessary to 
protect society. The Catechism adds that today “the cases in 
which the execution of the offender is an absolute necessity 
‘are very rare, if not practically non-existent’” (CCC, 2267). 

Since 1980, the United States Catholic Conference of 
Bishops (USCCB) has consistently called for the end of 
the use of capital punishment, repeatedly emphasizing the 
sanctity and dignity of all human life. They have explained 
that their opposition to the death penalty is based on concern 
not only for “what it does to those guilty of horrible crimes 
but [also] for what it does to all of us as a society.” In 2005, 
the bishops launched a campaign to end the use of the death 
penalty. Their appeal to the Catholic Community is clearly 
stated in the publication, “A Culture of Life and the Penalty of 
Death.” Our bishops acknowledge that life sentences provide 
non-lethal alternatives, and state, “it is time for our nation to 
abandon the illusion that we can protect life by taking life.” 

In addition to the theological arguments against capital 
punishment, there are powerful practical arguments to end 
its use. There is a high risk of executing innocent people – as 
evidenced by the 144 death row exonerees since 1978. A death 
penalty case costs an average of $2 -$3 million, three times 
the cost of imprisoning someone in a single cell at the highest 
security level for 40 years. These resources could be used to 
better protect our communities and provide assistance for 
victim’s families.

The death penalty has not been shown to deter crime. 
It does not make us safer. The death penalty is also a racist 
system (the vast majority of death row inmates harmed a 
white victim) and extremely biased against the poor (nearly 
90 percent of death row inmates could not afford an attorney). 
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The death penalty is a lottery of geography. Only two percent 
of U.S. counties have been responsible for the majority of 
executions since 1976. The death penalty drags victim’s 
family members through years 
of uncertainty, appeals (required 
by law when a human life is 
at stake) and unwanted media 
attention, which delays healing.

The answer is not to fix the 
system, as some have suggested 
– so that the processes are “fair” 
and the results are “reliable and 
accurate.” The over-burdened 
death penalty system is driven 
by humans, and is riddled with 
flaws. Perhaps for all these 
reasons death sentences are in a 
decline and Catholic support for 
the death penalty has dropped 
sharply. 

Both the Old and New 
Testaments call us to protect 
life, practice mercy and reject 
violence. Sacred Scripture from 
Genesis to the Gospels teaches 
that life is precious. 
• The opening chapters of the Book of Genesis teach that 

every life is a precious gift of God: “And God said let us 
make humankind in our image and likeness.” When Cain 
killed Abel, God did not end Cain’s life. Instead God sent 
Cain into exile, sparing his life. (Genesis 4:15)

• Jesus refused to stone to death the woman caught in 
adultery (John 8:1-11), reminding us to be cautious in 
judging others and to have hope in the possibility of 
reform and redemption. 

• He was perhaps echoing Ezekiel 33:11: “I the Lord have 
no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that they may 
turn from their way and live.”

• In his Letter to the Romans, St. Paul cautions us not to 
take revenge but to let God be the judge. (Romans 12:19)

Vicki Schieber’s experience shows us that the death 
penalty is not what victims’ families need. It does not relieve 
the pain of the loss of the loved one. The U.S. retributive 
criminal justice system focuses on the offender and the 
criminal act. The Catholic vision of restorative justice 
focuses on the victim, the victims’ family members, and 
restoration of relationships and the community. Victims 
groups advocate for a system that focuses more financial 

and community resources on the critical needs of the family. 
Not surprisingly, the divorce rate, the unemployment rate, 
and the rate of health/medical problems are all increased 

in murder victims’ families. 
Victims’ family members need 
resources and help with funeral 
expenses, counseling services, 
reimbursement for lost wages, 
and much more.

Now is a moment of truth. 
The Church is calling for 
common action in the Catholic 
community, especially at parish 
and state levels, to bring an end 
to the use of the death penalty 
in the United States. In the 18 
states where repeal efforts have 
succeeded, Catholics have been in 
the advocacy vanguards. Imagine 
what we could accomplish if all 
Catholics acted as one on all of 
our pro-life teachings? In our 
modern American system the 
death penalty has no place. 

Your help is needed. 
• Pray for victims of crimes and their families, for those 

awaiting execution and their families, and for all those in 
the justice system. 

• Use CMN’s USCCB-approved resources in your parish.
• Ask your pastor to present a homily.
• Advocate for legislation in your state that ends the death 

penalty and promotes restorative justice (connect with 
your state’s Catholic Conference and with the National 
Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty affiliate at www.
ncadp.org).

• Make Where Justice and Mercy Meet: Catholic Opposition 
to the Death Penalty your next book club choice.

• Keep up with news and resources. Sign up for CMN’s 
E-newsletter at Catholicsmobilizing.org and follow us on 
Twitter and Facebook.

Today there is serious re-examination of the death penalty 
– its fairness and effectiveness – and a growing number of 
states are repealing its use. Why? Because the death penalty 
offers us the false illusion that we can defend life by taking 
life. What you do to end this myth lifts up every other pro-
life issue of our Church. For more information, visit www.
catholicsmobilizing.org.
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Getting to the heart of the matter for children

SSM Cardinal Glennon’s  
Dorothy and Larry Dallas  

Heart Center
By Tom Panas

S 

SM Cardinal Glennon Medical Center is a 190-bed, not-for-profit medical center 

built by the Archdiocese of St. Louis and supported by Catholics for 50 years. 

In the summer 2013 issue of Share, we wrote about their 
St. Louis Fetal Care Institute, the first medical center in 
the United States to provide open fetal (while the baby is in 
the womb) surgery. In this issue we introduce you to SSM 
Cardinal Glennon’s Dorothy and Larry Dallas Heart Center.

When Staci Budde was 14 weeks pregnant she learned 
while her daughter Averi Rose was 
in her womb that Averi Rose had 
a serious heart condition. One of 
twins, Averi Rose weighed four 
pounds when she was born and 
had her first open heart surgery 
immediately after birth, and another 
three months later. When her 
cardiothoracic surgeon, Dr. Charles 
Huddleston, moved to the Dallas 
Heart Center, Averi Rose remained 
in his care. 

Dr. Huddleston explains. “I have 
known Averi and her wonderful 
family since her birth and it has 
been quite a saga. Averi was born 
with the diagnosis of ‘tetralogy of 
Fallot with pulmonary atresia.’ In 
layman’s terms, this is a series of 

heart defects consisting of a hole in the heart and complete 
blockage in the pathway of blood going to the lungs from the 
heart. It requires multiple operations over the course of one’s 
life to live normally. 

“Averi has had around 10 operations over the course of 
her young life, some minor, mostly major procedures. Is 

The Budde family: front, Averi Rose and 
Staci; back, Ryan and Addison.



30 Share Magazine  •  Fall 2014

she ‘cured’? We never use that term in reference to children 
with congenital heart disease. Their hearts will never be 
completely normal. We try to create a ‘normal’ circulation 
given the abnormalities present. She currently has a normal 
circulation. It is likely that she will require procedures in the 
future but I am hopeful that any procedure will be a long way 
off and will not require another open heart surgery.”

Staci said that the medical ordeal was “absolutely 
exhausting. The hardest part was to watch Averi Rose go 
through everything and try to 
make sure that her twin sister 
Addison’s needs were taken 
care of as well. It felt as if we 
were holding a grenade with 
the pin pulled, waiting for it to 
explode.

“Averi Rose’s situation,” 
Staci continued, “took a pro-
nounced turn for the better 
when she began receiving care 
at the Dallas Heart Center.” 
Staci and her husband Ryan are 
grateful to Cardinal Glennon and the Heart Center, because, 
Staci says, “in addition to exceptional medical care, there is 
also care for the heart and soul. Visiting Cardinal Glennon 
is like walking into the arms of a warm, giant hug. I love the 
fact that in addition to the presence of medical personnel 
there is the presence of God, part of their mission statement, 
‘Through our exceptional health care services, we reveal the 
healing presence of God.’”

Ryan notes that “Cardinal Glennon treats you like family. 
You feel as if you are their only patient and your family is the 
only family that is their priority. Staci and I have been in the 
medical center’s cafeteria and personnel have walked up to 
us and asked, ‘Aren’t you Averi Rose’s mom and dad?’ With all 
the people who come through their doors, to remember us is 
in this way is very moving. I’ve had nurses and doctors pray or 
sit quietly with us. They treat not only the body but the mind, 
soul and emotions.”

Staci adds, “Even when we check in at the reception area, 
the staff often says, Welcome back. Nice to see you again.”

Dr. Huddleston also appreciates “the wonderful staff that 
make the families and children feel comfortable,” adding that 

he is glad for “the convenience of working in the same setting 
as the cardiologists and the immediate availability of diagnos-
tic equipment such as echocardiograms and x-rays.”

Leaving a Legacy through an Estate Gift 
The Dorothy and Larry Dallas Heart Center was made pos-

sible by Larry Dallas who grew up in South St. Louis and mar-
ried Dorothy Hennessy. Larry and Dorothy were never par-
ents but always cared deeply about children. When Dorothy 

died in 2002, Larry requested 
that the couple’s legacy support 
a pediatric cardiac care center 
in her memory. The heart cen-
ter was born. “This gift,” Larry 
Dallas said, “will honor the love 
of my dear wife and her big 
heart for children. It will give 
some kids a chance.”

Located at SSM Cardinal 
Glennon Medical Center on 
Grand Boulevard in St. Louis, 
the heart center is a compre-

hensive medical facility for children who have congenital 
(existing at birth) heart defects. When a child is diagnosed 
with a heart defect, teams of pediatric cardiologists and heart 
surgeons design a treatment plan to best fit the child’s needs. 

The center uses advanced medical technology, including 
electrocardiogram, echocardiogram, cardiac MRI, oximetry 
and stress testing. It has the region’s only pediatric hybrid 
cardiac catheterization suite, which allows physicians to 
diagnose and treat heart problems in the same setting. As Staci 
Budd mentioned, the heart center strives to treat the whole 
patient – medically, spiritually, personally -- and embrace the 
family as part of the child’s care.

This total care has brought health to Averi Rose and 
healing to her family. “Now that Averi Rose is seven years old 
and healthy, our house has calmed down tremendously,” Staci 
says, adding with a smile, “I even get to yell at Averi Rose. That 
makes it feel like we’re back to normal.”

If you are interested in annuities or other planned 
giving opportunities for America’s only free-standing 
catholic pediatric medical center, contact Rose Brower, 
Director of Planned of Giving, at (314) 633-7351. 

‘ Cardinal Glennon treats you 
like family. You feel as if you 
are their only patient and 
your family is the only family 
that is their priority.’

– Ryan Budde

http://www.cardinalglennon.com/MedicalSpecialties/CardiologyCardiothoracicSurgery/Pages/pediatric-cardiac-catheterization.aspx
http://www.cardinalglennon.com/MedicalSpecialties/CardiologyCardiothoracicSurgery/Pages/pediatric-cardiac-catheterization.aspx
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Please send a gift annuity sample for a gift of:   ❑ $20,000   ❑ $10,000   ❑ $5,000   ❑ $2,000   ❑ $ _____________________________

Name ____________________________________________________ Date of Birth month/day/year _____________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City______________________________________________________ State/Zip ______________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________ Email __________________________________________________________________  

glennon.org     1-800-269-0552

   
    

Single-Life Gift Annuity Rates*

Age 60 65 70 75 80 85 90+

6%

8%

10%

12%

5.5%

6.3%
6.7%

7.3%
8.3%

9.7%

11.5%

* Annuity rate and charitable deduction depend on your age at time of the gift.

SSM Cardinal Glennon

SSM Cardinal Glennon

The best gifts under the sun

Dr. Andrew Fiore (left) with patient 
in the Dorthy and Larry Dallas  
Heart Center at SSM Cardinal Glennon 
Children’s Medical Center.
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THE CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS 
OFFICERS & DIRECTORS PRESENT:

Italy and Medjugorje Pilgrimage

14 Days

Please Read
This Important Information:

Deposit - $350 (payable on booking)
Second payment due - June 04, 2015 - 50% of balance

Full balance due - August 18, 2015

Each tour member must hold a U.S. passport that is valid up 
to 6 months after the scheduled return. The passport must 
be valid until May 14, 2016. Application forms are available 
at your local Passport Office or U.S. Postal Service. Any 
required visas will be processed for US citizens only. Non-US 
citizens are solely responsible for obtaining any required 
visas.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Rates based on double-occupancy, the airline tax and fuel 
surcharge ($718) and currency exchange rate(s) at the date 
of quotation to your host. Subject to change up to 30 days 
prior to departure.

Early Bird Special: $4,198
*Must receive enrollment form 

& deposit by November 01, 2014*

Led by: Fr. Matthew Kuhn, CDA National Chaplain 

Departing: November 01, 2015

from New York

~$4,398~
All Inclusive!
(except lunches)

For more information, please contact:
The Catholic Pilgrim Office

P.O. Box 53419
Atlanta, GA 30355

(404) 467-8041 fax (404) 467-8042
coordinator@catholicpilgrimoffice.com

Your Journey Features:

• Roundtrip air transportation from New York 
• Four Star Hotels
• Land transportation via deluxe, private motor coach
• Taxes ($718) and tips ($142) included
• Breakfast and dinner daily
• Entrance fees to all sites on itinerary
• Daily Masses 
• Professional, English-speaking guide

Dear Catholic Daughters, Relatives, and Friends,

It is my pleasure to invite you to join us on a two week pilgrimage to 
Rome, Assisi, Florence, Venice, and Medjugorje. We will leave from New 
York on Sunday, November 1, 2015 and return on Saturday, November 14, 
2015. Our National Chaplain, Father Matthew Kuhn, will lead us on the 
pilgrimage and celebrate Mass for us each day. We will also have a guide 
to explain each place we visit. The trip will take us deep into the heart of 
our Roman Catholic faith, to the Vatican and St. Peter’s Basilica, and to 
an audience with Pope Francis. We also plan to visit the Pontifical North 
American College in Rome, one of CDA’s National charities. Father Kuhn 
is a graduate of Pontifical North American College. We will visit many 
historic and famous cities, basilicas and tombs of beloved saints, yet will 
have some free time to shop on our own. After our visit to Italy, we will 
also travel to Croatia where we will go to Medjugorje, and visit the site of 
the apparitions to the children.

Please review the brochure for the details of all the places we will 
visit and celebrate Mass. Like our CDA pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 
the fall of 2013, I am sure this will be another “once in a lifetime” journey. 
I look forward to sharing this special pilgrimage with you. Space is 
limited. To reserve your spot, fill out the registration and send in your 
deposit as soon as possible. 

Peace and God Bless,

Shirley Seyfried
Shirley Seyfried, National Regent
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14 Days - Italy & Medjugorje

DAY 1 SUN, NOV. 01: U.S.A./EUROPE. Tour members will 
depart to Rome. Dinner will be served aboard the flight.

DAY 2 MON, NOV. 02: ROME. Upon our arrival at the Rome 
Airport, we are met and escorted to our deluxe motor coach for a 
panoramic tour around the city to view the Roman Forum, Circus 
Maximus, Arch of Titus and Palatine Hill and visit the Coliseum. 
Check into our hotel. We celebrate Mass at St. Paul Outside the 
Walls. Dinner and overnight at our hotel.

DAY 3 TUE, NOV. 03: ROME. After breakfast, we have a 
SCAVI TOUR by APPOINTMENT ONLY. Then we visit the 
Holy Staircase and celebrate Mass at the Basilica of St. John 
Lateran. Enjoy a visit to The Pantheon, Piazza Navona as well as 
the Basilica of St. Mary Major. We end our day visiting the world 
famous Spanish Steps and the Trevi Fountain. Then some time 
to enjoy a gelato. Dinner and overnight at our hotel. 

DAY 4 WED, NOV. 04: ROME. Early morning transfer to 
the Vatican to attend the weekly Papal Audience (Wednesday, if 
available). Afterward sightseeing will include the Vatican City 
which includes St. Peter’s Square, Church of St. Peter, Vatican 
Museum and Gallery, Raphael’s Rooms, the Sistine Chapel. We 
then visit the Pontifical North American College. Dinner at our 
hotel tonight.

DAY 5 THU, NOV. 05: ROME/ORVIETO/ASSISI. This morning 
depart Rome for Orvieto with a stop in the Cathedral, where in 1263 
a Eucharistic Miracle took place. Continue to the mystic province 
of Umbria and its capital city of Assisi, town of St. Francis. Also visit 
the Basilica of Santa Maria degli Angeli with the thornless rose 
bushes, Celebrate Mass. Dinner and overnight at our hotel. 

DAY 6 FRI, NOV. 06: ASSISI. After breakfast, we will tour the 
Basilica of St. Francis built in 1228 to house the Relics of the saint. 
The “Upper “ Basilica houses beautiful frescoes of Giotto. Mass will 
be celebrated. Then we visit the Church of St. Clare which to this 
day houses her incorrupt body. We have time for leisure activities 
on our own. Return to our hotel for dinner and overnight.

DAY 7 SAT, NOV. 07: ASSISI / SIENA /PISA/ FLORENCE. 
This morning we drive to Siena where you will be lead to the 
Piazza del Campo, through narrow streets, past medieval towers 
and walls. Celebrate Mass at the Basilica of Cateriniana of 
Domenico which contains the Reliquary of the Sacred Head of St. 
Catherine. You will feel immersed in a unique atmosphere. We 
continue our drive through the heart of Italian wine country, over 
rolling hills of Chianti, in a beautiful land-scape of a Renaissance 
painting. Then we drive to Pisa to see the Leaning Tower. Time to 
stop for photographs and then on to Florence.

DAY 8 SUN, NOV. 08: FLORENCE. This morning we visit 
the city considered to be the cultural heart of Italy and former 
stronghold of the Medici family. We tour the Accademia Gallery 
which houses Michelangelo’s original statue of David. 

We will also see the Basilica of Santa Croce, the famous 
church where Dante, Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci and many 
others are buried. Enjoy shopping in the famous leather markets. 
Dinner and overnight at our hotel. (Note: we will celebrate Mass 
today. Time/location is TBD)

DAY 9 MON, NOV. 09: FLORENCE/PADUA/VENICE. After 
a good breakfast we will drive to Padua. During our walking tour 
we will visit the Basilica of St. Anthony and his tomb. After Mass, 
we continue onto Mestre to check into our hotel for dinner and 
overnight.

DAY 10 TUE, NOV. 10: VENICE. After a hearty breakfast, we 
will have a full day tour of Venice, including St. Mark’s Cathedral 
(celebrate Mass), The Doge’s Palace and the Academy of Fine 
Arts. Optional Gondola ride is available. Dinner and overnight at 
our hotel in Mestre (Venice).

DAY 11 WED, NOV. 11: VENICE/RIJEKA/RAVNA GORA/
ZADAR. Early morning departure for Rijeka to visit The Shrine of 
the Mother of God of Trsat. Rijeka is a place where many sailors 
and pilgrims come every day to pray before a miraculous painting 
of the Mother of God with the name “the Merciful Mother”. The 
painting was sent to Trsat, which is sited on a cliff top overlooking 
the port city of Rijeka, by Pope Urban 5 in 1367. Then on to Ravna 
Gora to visit St. Terezija Avilska for Mass. Continue to port city of 
Zadar for dinner and overnight.

DAY 12 THU, NOV. 12: ZADAR/SINJ/MAKARSKA/ 
MEDJUGORJE. Early morning departure for the town of Sinj. 
The Shrine of Our Lady of Sinj, a miraculous painting of Our 
Lady, is venerated and known as “The Mother of Mercy”. It 
was brought here from the inland region around the Cetina 
river when the inhabitants fled in the face of Turkish incursion. 
Celebrate Mass. Then onto The Shrine of the Mother of God of 
Lourdes at Veprić; it was founded in 1908 by Bishop Juraj Carić 
on the 50th anniversary of the apparition of the Virgin Mary at 
Lourdes. Continue on to Medjugorje where we will meet with our 
local guide to hear the story of the apparitions. In the evening we 
will join the villagers and pilgrims from all over the world for the 
evening Rosary and Croatian Mass. Then to our hotel for dinner 
and overnight. 

DAY 13 FRI, NOV. 13: MEDJUGORJE/DUBROVNIK. After 
breakfast we will visit the town cathedral and then attend Mass at 
the St. James Church (held in English). (Our guide will introduce 
us to the visionaries for a talk and question time.) We will climb 
the Apparition Hill ‘Podbro’ and the Cross Mountain ‘Krizevac’. 
We will spend time in prayer and meditation at the most peaceful 
place in the world. Dinner and overnight at our hotel near 
Dubrovnik.

DAY 14 SAT, NOV. 14: DUBROVNIK/NORTH AMERICA. 
This morning we transfer to the Dubrovnik airport for our flight 
home - the end of a most unforgettable journey. 
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New Junior Court Instituted in Washington
Court St. Rita #957, Everett, Washington, announced Washington 
State’s first junior court in more than 20 years. Court St. Theresa (The 
Little Flower) was instituted at St. Mary Magdalene church in Everett, 
Washington. In the photo, front row, left to right, are JCDA members 
Chinoso Okoroafor, Amaka Okoroafor, Natalie Siep, Rahel Izngo, Emily 
Kim, Dominique Gibson, Hope Koiva, Maija Kovia and Rita Surprenant. 
Back row, left to right, Audrey Metcalf, Allena Surprenant, Jessica 
Compton, Kimberly Aoll and Washington State Regent Christy Hall. Not pictured are Jennifer Gonzalez and Beyonce Gonzalez. 

California Court Announces Scholarship Winner
Court Compton #942, Compton, California, conducts an annual scholarship contest 
for eighth-grade girls who will attend a Catholic high school. This year’s winner was 
Lea Sanford, who won for the best essay category. Lea attends St. Albert The Great 
Catholic High School. In the photo, sharing Lea’s celebration, left to right, are Karen 
Jones, Carole Gilmore, Yvonne Iraldo, Jacqueline Dunn, Lea’s mother and father, Teri 
Allen and Julie Mayfield. Second row, left to right, Louise Harris, Shirley Creighton 
and Elisapeta Fido. Back row: Essie Preston and Mary Fido.

Iowa Court Presents Two Scholarship Awards
Court Joan of Arc #524, Muscatine, Iowa, presented 2014 scholarship awards at the 
court’s May meeting. The recipient of the Catholic Daughter/Lorraine McFadden 
scholarship of $1,000 was Emily Shoer. Jordan Buster received the Catholic 
Daughter $1,000 scholarship. Both winners will attend the University of Iowa to 
study nursing. In the photo, left to right, are Regent Helen Bailey, Traci Shoer, Emily 
Shoer, Jordan Buster and Theresa Buster.

Louisiana Court Holds Vivian’s Tea and May Crowning
Members of Court St. Rose de Lima #1194, Duplessis, Louisiana, changed the name of 
their annual Holy Rosary Mother/Daughter Tea to Vivian’s Tea in remembrance of Vivian, 
a beautiful two-year old girl who drowned tragically. Court St. Rose de Lima and its junior 
court then assumed sponsorship of the event, which, this year, was held on Saturday, May 
3. Mothers, daughters, grandmothers and granddaughters came together for a lovely 
gathering of socializing and indulging in traditional English tea fare. Participants wore 
their Sunday best, including hats they designed and white gloves. Juniors participated in 
an activity in which sheets of paper were folded accordion-style and then painted with a 
variety of colors and designs. The juniors also awarded door prizes to participants. Mass 
was celebrated after tea and JCDA coordinator Valerie Leeth and Regent Bettye Lambert 
led the juniors in a procession to place a bouquet of spring flowers at the statue of the 
Blessed Mother.

Front row, left to right, Anna Clair 
Hertel, Samira Lopez, Kate Rizzo, 
Hope Leeth and Savannah Parks. 
Back row, left to right, Skye Casper, 
Stacey Allee, Clair McAlister and Rosa 
Rodriguez.
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New Hampshire Court Holds Essay Contest
Court Josephine #319, Keene, New Hampshire, celebrated “Women of the Parish of the Holy Spirit” by 
sponsoring “The Woman Who Has Influenced Me the Most” essay contest and hosting a guest luncheon 
for 70 women parishioners. In the photo, left to right, are Theresa Ann Derry, essay contest winner in 
the high school category for “St. Theresa of Liseaux,” Rev. Steven Marcoux, pastor and celebrant for 
opening Mass, Carol Brassard, CDA event coordinator and Julia Anne Babb, sixth grade essay winner 
for “My Mother.” Recipients received certificates, flowers and a statue of the Blessed Mother.

Louisiana Court Holds May Crowning
Court St. Barbara #2153, De Ridder, Louisiana, participated in a May crowning at which 10 
parish children brought flowers to the altar and crowned the Blessed Mother with a wreath 
of roses. A special May Crowning dedication prayer was read by one of the children. The 
court sponsored a church social following the ceremony.

Pictured with Catholic Daughter Cathy Bradley, are, left to right, front row, Jack Bartlett; second row, 
left to right, Abby Caraway, Mallory Carson, Anthony Walker and Jolee Cavin; third row, left to right, 

Hunter Bartlett, Elizabeth Caraway, Esmerallda Sandoval, Alexis Brown and Jillian Kohlhund.

New York Court Announces Education Contest Winners
Student winners of the Court Bishop Kellenberg #1756, North Merrick, New 
York, Annual Education Contest gathered at Sacred Heart School, North 
Merrick, to receive their awards. The themes were “Jesus Loves Us: How do 
We Spread that Love?” and “How do I Promote Peace in the World.” The 
students, from Catholic schools in Nassau County, expressed the theme in 
one of the five categories: essay, poetry, art, computer art and photography. 
In the Essay category, fourth and fifth grade, John Paul Rincon, Liam Byrne 
and Christopher Antimisiaris won first, second and third place, respectively. 
Sixth through eighth grade winners were Megan Huggard, Andrew Donnelly and Catie Cherpelis. 
Poetry winners were Ariana Cserenyi, Pierce Wheeler, Joseph D’Attoma, Haley Gustavson, Otis John Cowhey Reidy and 
Madison Callinan.
Winners in the Photography category were Sophie Mazza, Rebecca Acosta and Aidan McBrien. Computer art category winners 
were Ariana Cserenyi, Stephen Loiseau, Donevan Riley, Noah Nicholson, Camila Ardila and Adrian Rojas. Art category winners were 
Rachel Skennion, Alexandra Danieiowich, Josh Suarez, Ashley Harding, Juliana Guzzello and Joseph Clines.

Texas Court Awards Scholarships to Seniors
At a ceremony held in the Floresville High School Gym, members of Court Mary, 
Queen of Peace, #2497, Floresville, Texas, awarded $500 scholarships to three 
Floresville High School seniors. In the photo, left to right, are Naomi Trevino, regent, 
JCDA member Kaitlin Labus, who also received the Texas Memorial Scholarship, 
Adriana Lopez, JCDA member Kaitlin Casanova and Jennifer Trevino, vice regent.

Winners of the Catholic Daughters Annual Education 
Contest gather to receive their awards. 
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Connecticut Court Holds  
Baby Shower
Members of Court All Saints #1435, Somers, Connecticut, 
held a baby shower at their monthly meeting. As shown in 
the photo, it was a very successful event with many articles 
of clothing and necessities collected by members for new 
mothers and their babies. The proceeds were donated to the 
1st Way Life Center in Enfield, Connecticut, which, according 
to its website, is a “non-profit group that offers free services 
to women/girls who need some assistance to deal with 
pregnancy.”

Louisiana Court Helps Students
Members of Court Padre Pio #2141, Cottonport, Louisiana, prepared and 
served a meal to students at the Catholic Youth Center of Louisiana 
State University in Alexandria. In the photo, wearing their purple court 
aprons, are, left to right, Elaine Juneau, Sue White, Charlene Riche, 
Carol Tassin, Rev. John Pardue (who celebrated Mass for students and 
members), Kinta Moreau and Kathy Lemoine.

Minnesota Court Gives Help  
for Unplanned Pregnancies
Each year members of Court Queen of Peace #1558, Slayton, 
Minnesota, join community members to collect maternity 
clothes, baby clothing and other items that are sent to the 
Helping Hands Pregnancy Center in Worthington, Minnesota. 
According to the Helping Hands website, the goal of the 
organization is “to provide hope and help to women and their 
partners in unplanned pregnancies.” In the photo, holding 
some of the items collected, are Jeaneen Nelson, Nean Eich 
and Barb Minnehan.

New Jersey Court Helps Parish Carnival
Court St. Rose of Lima #737, Freehold, New Jersey, and the St. Rose 
Rosary Altar Society teamed up to donate home baked goods and 
administer the dessert booth at the St. Rose of Lima Parish Carnival. 
The parish carnival was held June 17 through June 21 in Freehold. 
In the photo, at the dessert table, are Dorothy Hoey, recording 
secretary, left, and court member Elaine Lang.
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Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Court Number _________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________________ City ___________________________________ State______________ Zip _______________________

Inscription (Max. 3 lines 25 characters each, includes spaces) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sponsor a window replacement at our
National Headquarters 

for only $1,000 
Memorialize a window in the name of a loved one or 

a friend; make a gift in the name of that special officer,
member, chairman, or District Deputy; donate in thanks 

for the gift of membership in CDA.

Donors receive a certificate and an inscription on a plaque 
of honor at the National Office. 

The windows will be energy savers with thermal panes 
and screens in keeping with the décor of the historic area.

Fill out the form below and mail it, with your $1,000 check,
made payable to 1903 Society, to:

Sherry Nilles, 2nd Vice National Regent
1903 Co-Chairman

711 – 25th Avenue, Sheldon, Iowa 51201

Sponsorship limited,
so act fast!
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New York Court Holds Chinese Auction Fundraiser
Court St. Clare #912, Great Kills, New York, held its biennial Chinese 
Auction Fundraiser in the St. Clare School auditorium. Chance 
books of gift certificates from generous merchants were sold, 
lottery tickets and hundreds of fabulous member-made baskets 
were raffled off. Also available were games and refreshments. 
Material was distributed to guests with information about joining 
the Catholic Daughters. The money raised will support Court St. 
Clare’s many local charities, including senior citizen and children’s 
funds, families struck by disaster (Hurricane Sandy), school 
scholarships and veterans groups. The auction generated much 
community awareness and interest in the Catholic Daughters. 
The court looks forward to continuing this tradition, with eyes 
set on fashioning it into an annual mega-event.

North Carolina Court Helps  
Young Mothers
Court St. Bernadette #2629, Fuquay-Varina, North Carolina, 
held its annual mock baby shower to benefit Birthchoice, an 
organization whose CEO, Linda Plummer, explained that it 
provides 24-hour support to young mothers facing unplanned 
pregnancies. Court members enjoyed donating so many items 
that seven long tables were covered. In the photo, preparing the 
table of donations for Birthchoice, are Yvonne Bonilla and Susan 
Mroz, Pro Life Committee Chair.

Texas Court Participates in Rosary Event
Court Queen of the Holy Rosary #2282, La Grange, 
Texas, participated (prayed the rosary) in One 
Million Rosaries for the Protection of Unborn 
Babies, sponsored by the St. Michael the Archangel 
Organization. The event took place in May before 
Saturday evening Mass. Pictured, left to right, are 
Lillian Kallus, vice regent, Clara Smith, legislative 
chairman, Verlene Kuntschik, Alice Zezula, Cathy 
Goerig, Albert Kozel, Brenda Fietsam, regent, 
Harold Fiestsam, Robert Kallus, Anthony Havelka, 
Joe Havelka, Anthony and Margaret Hoffmann, 
Katie Hoffmann and other parish members.

First names of Court St. Clare members, left to right, Rose, regent; 
Maureen, Mary B., Mary F., Juliette, vice regent; MaryAnn, Joan, 
co-chair; Bernadette, Fran, Josephine, co-chair; Anne, Marie, Emily, 
Connie, Edith, treasurer; Florence, Jean and Nancy, secretary.
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Arizona Court Awards Woman of the Year
Joyce Stalians, vice regent, Court Our Lady of Lourdes, #2278, Sun City West, Arizona, was 
awarded 2014 Woman of the Year of the Phoenix Diocese. Most Rev. Thomas Olmstead, bishop 
of Phoenix, Arizona, celebrated a High Mass to honor Phoenix Diocese Woman of the Year 
Honorees. In the photo, left to right, are Joyce Stalians, Bishop Olmstead and court member 
Rosemary Dougherty, 2013 Woman of the Year. Joyce and Rosemary are past presidents of Our 
Lady of Lourdes Parish Women’s Guild and continue to be active volunteers in parish ministries. 
Members of Court Our Lady of Lourdes were proud that two members of their court were 
chosen for this award in two consecutive years.

Arkansas Court Installs New Officers
Court Mother of Divine Mercy, #2656, Hot Springs, Arkansas, 
installed new officers. In the photo, standing in front of the United 
States flag, court banner and the court statue of the Blessed 
Mother are, left to right, District Deputy Gretchen Zell, Financial 
Secretary Cindy Risques, Tammy Buttram (as proxy for Recording 
Secretary Becky Antoine), Treasurer Kathleen Casey, Regent 
Carolyn Wethington, Vice Regent Dr. Stephanie Nehus, Court 
Chaplain, retired Associate Pastor of St. John the Baptist Church 
and retired Chaplain of Mercy Hospital, Rev. Alan Rosenau and 
Arkansas State Secretary Linda Kay Vandenberg White.

Florida Court Memorializes Past CDA Members

Court Our Lady of Hope #2389, Stuart, Florida, gather around a tree that was planted in memory of all past CDA members. The 
tree selected for the memorial is named, “Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow.”
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Maryland Court  
Announces New Officers

Court St. Joseph #2300, Eldersburg, Maryland, 
announced its newly-elected officers. Installed at the court’s 
June meeting, are, left to right, Toni Giordani, financial 
secretary, Cathy Cavey, vice regent, Kathy Monteil, regent, 
Barbara Becker, recording secretary and Maria Klicpera, 
treasurer.

Massachusetts Delegation Supports Member With 
Breast Cancer
When the Massachusetts delegation heard that Mary Ann Gruszecki, past Massachusetts State 
Treasurer from Court Sancta Regina #904, Adams, Massachusetts, had to cancel her trip to 
the 2014 National Convention because she was diagnosed with breast cancer, the group took 
action to ensure she would be there in spirit. All 11 Massachusetts delegates wore pink breast 
cancer awareness bracelets as shown in the photo. Massachusetts State Regent Judi Shooter 
immediately sent the picture to Mary Ann, along with updates from the day’s events. Mary Ann 
will continue with intensive chemotherapy through the fall. Judi said, “Please join us in prayer 
and support for our sister in Christ and all CDA members who are having health issues.”

New Officers Installed at Nebraska 
Court in Fremont
Court Queen of the Angels #2253, Fremont, Nebraska, 
installed new officers at the court’s June meeting. In the 
photo, left to right, are Rev. Ronald Battiato, court chaplain, 
Ruth Sturgeon, financial secretary, Colette Kroeten, vice 
regent; Helen Mann, regent, Renee Brown, recording 
secretary and Shirley Brester, treasurer.

New Jersey Court Installs Officers
Court St. Bonaventure #1656, Lavallette, New Jersey, which 
meets at the St. Pio of Pietrelcino Parish Center in Lavallette, 
installed new officers. In the photo, left to right, are Barbara 
McCarthy, recording secretary, Donna Noone, vice regent, 
Valerie Capparelli, regent, Ursula Marcianti, treasurer and Mary 
Mathis, financial secretary.

For an 
article on 

leadership, 
please see the new

BONUS SECTION 
of our electronic 
edition of Share.
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Past Regents Honored at  
North Dakota Court
Court St. Therese #958, Williston, North Dakota, 
held a brunch reception for the court’s past regents. 
Ten of 15 living past regents attended. Court 
Chaplain Rev. Russell Kovash gave an inspiring 
talk on leadership and loyalty, and congratulated 
the past regents on their contributions to the 
court and the Catholic Daughters.

Back row, left to right, Rev. Kovash, Kathleen Smith, Pat Dahl, Shirley Korenchen and Lorraine Trouba. Front row left to right, Pat Conlin, Dorothy 
Monger, Madge Meisel, Laurie Evans, Wanda Meyer and Mary Jane Huck.

Pennsylvania Court Elects  
New Officers
The new officers for Court Ave Maria #399, Lock Haven, 
Pennsylvania, were installed at the court meeting on 
June 3, 2014. In the photo, left to right, are Judy Messner, 
financial secretary, Pat Yufer, recording secretary, Gerry 
June, regent, Amanda Heck, vice regent and JoAnn 
Marcenkevage, treasurer. Back row, left, Mary Ann 
Kennis, district deputy, who conducted the installation.

Washington Court Honors Priest While Installing Officers
Court St. Catherine of Siena #2059, Clarkston, Washington, joined by Knights of Columbus, combined a priest appreciation 
dinner in honor of Court Chaplain Rev. Richard Root with the installation of the court’s new officers and the reception of 
three new members. The event was held in the Holy Family Church at its recently completed parish center. Washington State 
Regent Christy Ann Hall and Father Root performed the installation ceremony for the newly-elected officers. The three new 
members welcomed into the court during the dinner were Carole Wise, Betty Eggleston and Brenda Kite.

Left to right, Marlene Driscoll, treasurer, Kathy Aguilar, financial secretary, Cindy Nightingale, recording secretary, Cindy Paris, vice regent, Carol 
Stegner, regent, Christy Ann Hall, Washington state regent and Father Root.
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California Court Combines  
Anniversary and May Crowning
Court St. Raymond #2057, Dublin, California, celebrated 
its 42nd Anniversary on May 3 with Mass and a May 
Crowning celebration at St. Raymond’s parish, followed 
by lunch at a local restaurant. Mass was concelebrated 
by three priests the court supported while in the 
seminary: Court Chaplain Rev. Lawrence D’Anjou, Rev. 
Benedict Wonganant and Rev. Lee Chompoochan. 

Twenty-Five Years for California Court

Members of Court Our Lady of Shasta #2312, Redding, California, 
celebrated the court’s 25th anniversary with a luncheon on May 10, 
2014. Guests of honor included Rev. Jonathan Molina, Rev. Mauricio 
Hurtado, Sister Brenda O’Keefe and District Deputy Dorothy Burgett. 
The court’s former spiritual advisor, Sister Maura Power (retired), sent a 
letter of support and admiration that was read to those in attendance.

Front row, left to right, Joanna Roberts, Ruth Smith, Norma McCracken, Teri Sanchez, Peggy DiNardo, Theresa Mason, Lynn Baird and 
Jeanne Maloon. Back row, left to right, Dora Roberts, Peg Kenny, Pat Stephens, Carmen Lojewski, Patricia Hughes Whacker, Kay Meidlinger, 
Patty Ostrowski, Catherine West, Bonnie Romero, Marilyn Smith, Geri Leeka, Lyndell Garrison, Bernadette Riess, Teresa Pearson and Shirley 
Gerhardson.

Nebraska Court Celebrates May Crowning With 
90th Anniversary 
Court St. Michael #697, O’Neill, Nebraska, celebrated its 90th anniversary with a Mass of 
Thanksgiving and May Crowning. Rev. James Netusil, court chaplain, officiated and court 
member Jean Waldo placed the Crown on the Blessed Mother. A salad buffet prepared 
by court members was enjoyed after Mass and member Kelly Tomjack compiled a court 
history. Past Regents Carroll Mitchell, Mary Pierson and Jozette Kozisek were honored.

New York Court Celebrates  
Centennial Anniversary in Style
Court Patricia #195, Newburgh, New York, celebrated its 
100-year anniversary with Mass celebrated by Rev. William 
Scafidi followed by dinner at Colden Manor at Spruce Lodge in 
Montgomery, New York. In the photo, local, state and national 
officers join members of Court Patricia at the anniversary Mass.

Court members gather together at St. Raymond’s altar after Mass. Some 
received membership pins, including charter members Dawn Conway, Ann 
Henderson and Hazel Lynch. Charter member Reina Whitney (front row, second 
from right), a Catholic Daughter for 80 years, is the longest-serving member. 

Court St. Michael members gather to 
celebrate their 90th anniversary.
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New York Court Celebrates 50th Anniversary
Court Father John P. Mooney #1921, Mahopac, New York, was honored to have 
National Regent-Elect Helene Shepard as the guest speaker for the court’s 50th 
anniversary celebration. Helene spoke of the foresight and fortitude of the founding 
members, two of whom, Joanne Phelan and Virginia Tracy, were present at the 
dinner and received pins and recognition from Regent Barbara Neary. Helene 
spoke of the many things the court had achieved in 50 years, most recently, the 
Circle of Love Award for Education and third place in their division for the court’s 
monthly newsletter. Helene encouraged members to grow as “women of faith who 
will make a difference” and presented the court with a Certificate of Appreciation.

New York Court Celebrates 90 Years
Court St. Anne #866, Piermont, New York, celebrated its 90th anniversary with 
a Mass of Thanksgiving at St. John the Baptist Church in Piermont. A celebration 
luncheon followed at “The View on the Hudson” restaurant, also in Piermont. Among 
those present, were, front row, left to right, Marion Chimenti and Barbara Volpe, color 
guard, Janet Heidemann, district deputy, Heather Rave, first vice state regent, Helene 
Shepard, national regent-elect, Janet Zahn, regent and Robin Miller, color guard.

Texas Court Celebrates 10th Anniversary
Court chaplain Rev. Rodolfo Vasquez, pastor, celebrated Mass in St. John the Baptist 
Church to commemorate the 10th anniversary of Court St. John, Baptizer of Jesus #2532, 
Corpus Christi, Texas. St. John the Baptist Church had celebrated its 10th anniversary on 
June 24, 2011, and Mary G. Rivera said, “Our parish and court are growing and working 
together to provide for the spiritual needs of our fast growing church community. We look 
forward to celebrating our 25th anniversary!” The court numbers 39 Catholic Daughters, 
12 of whom are charter members.

Texas Court Commemorates Centennial Anniversary
Court Louise #209, Fort Worth, Texas, celebrated 100 years with a special 
liturgy dedicated to Our Lady of Grace, followed by Centennial Mass and 
luncheon. More than 150 Catholic Daughters from courts across Texas 
were present. In her remarks, keynote speaker First Vice National Regent 
Olga Samaniego, said, “This is not just any organization that has survived 
100 years. It’s a sisterhood of women who have chosen to serve God for 
100 years. That’s a remarkable testament to faith and faithfulness.”

The brightly colored robes of national, state and court officers added a sense of pageantry to the Centennial Mass at St. Patrick Cathedral. 
Among them were, front row, right to left, First Vice National Regent Olga Samaniego, Texas State Regent Peggy Rosales and First Vice 
State Regent Eve Trevino.

Anniversaries

Back row, left to right, Barbara Neary, Vice Regent 
Rosemarie Mayo, Recording Secretary Marianne 
DeLuca and Treasurer Eleanor Bellows. Front row, 
left to right, Financial Secretary Eileen Paganelli, 
Rev. Mirek, court chaplain, Helene Shepard and 
Madeline Iovina (holding banner).

Court members gather in church during 
their 10ths anniversary celebration.
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BookCorner

Lessons Learned from  
Playing a Child’s Game
By Theresa Shank Grentz 
(CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform, 
North Charleston, South Carolina)

Reviewed by Peggy Eastman

Even if you have never tried to throw a basketball through a hoop, you 
will enjoy this inspiring book by Theresa Shank Grentz, Olympic and 
women’s basketball Hall of Fame coach. This is a book with heart. It is 

not just about basketball; it is about striving for one’s best with commitment 
and discipline in whatever life path one has chosen, and about relying on 
faith for strength. 

Grentz has an amazing pedigree as a player and coach: winning three 
state basketball championships in high school; winning the first three 
ever Association for Intercollegiate Athletics for Women (AIAW) National 
Championships in college while being named a three-time All American, 
winning championships as a collegiate coach and winning a medal as the 
Team USA Olympics coach. She has been head coach of women’s basketball 
at the University of Illinois, Rutgers University and St. Joseph’s University. She founded her own business, Grentz Elite 
Coaching. None of this just happened; it took hard work, hours and hours of practice, dedication and a lot of grit. 

I played basketball in junior high school, so I was particularly fascinated by Grentz’s story. This book exudes drama, 
excitement, the challenge of pursuing what was primarily a man’s game, team loyalty and the courage of someone whose 
Catholic faith has been a strong part of her quest for excellence since she first held a basketball in her hands. Photos of the 
author during her career enliven the book. 

Grentz, who is married and has two sons, is the product of Pennsylvania Catholic schools. When she entered the ninth 
grade at Cardinal O’Hara High School in Springfield, she nervously tried out for the basketball team. While only a freshman, 
she became a member of the varsity team, “which was very unusual,” she writes with modesty and understatement. Not 
surprisingly, the seniors resented her. Grentz writes of her desire to play her best and be part of the team, despite the 
confrontational, carping seniors. Her decision not to stoop to their level of resentment was a choice that would define her 
path to career excellence and sustain her through her losses. As Grentz makes painfully clear, no one wins all the time. 

At Immaculata College, the first Catholic women’s college in the Philadelphia area, Grentz played basketball (developing 
a classic jump shot) for the college team, the Mighty Macs; a movie based on these events, “The Mighty Macs,” was released 
in 2011. At Immaculata, she writes, she really learned self-discipline. “To me, self-discipline means self-control, the ability 
to avoid an unhealthy excess of anything that could have negative consequences,” she writes. That self-discipline was and is 
part of her Catholic faith. “Faith is very important to me,” she writes. “It has sustained me throughout my life and been behind 
everything I did. When I lost the Olympics I didn’t know if I could come back without my faith. Life is difficult. But, if you have 
the right tools – including faith – you will survive, and even be able to help others…I went to Mass every morning during my 
career and many times took the homilies home to my players.” 

This book has wit, honesty and a message for women who want to excel in basketball or any other chosen pursuit: you can do it, 
especially if your pursuit is guided and sustained by a strong faith. 
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30 Flavors
of All-Natural Preserves

Chocolate&Fruitcake
Quality Products Made By Monks & Nuns

FREE CATALOG
With Hundreds of Monastery Products

www.MonasteryGreetings.com   800•472•0425

APOSTLESHIP
OF THE SEA

OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AOS-USAThe professional association of Catholic Mariners, 
and the official Catholic organization for Cruise 
Ship Priests and Catholic Maritime Ministers

50% of the 1.2 million seafarers that call in US ports each year 
are Catholic.

There may be a Seafarers’ Center in your Diocese that needs assistance
to bring the Sacramental Life of the Church to Catholic Seafarers.

There are cruise lines that care about your faith life onboard. 
AOS-USA places priests onboard all cruises with Holland America 
Line and certain cruises with Royal Caribbean International and
Seabourn Cruise Line. AOS-USA encourages all Catholics to 
sail with these participating cruise lines, which insures priests 
in good standing aboard.

Planning a cruise? Call us at 409-985-4545! 
Let us tell you which cruises are Catholic-friendly.

We are grateful for the Catholic Daughters’ generosity!
If you would like to donate individually, kindly make checks out to AOS-USA and send to:

1500 Jefferson Drive, Port Arthur, TX  
aosusa@sbcglobal.net               www.aos-usa.org
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The Catholic Daughters of the Americas
10 West 71 st Street
New York, NY 10023-4201

Wherever you go, this Blue Pilgrimage Rosary 
is a comfort.  Its strong chain joins the clear, 
blue aurora-borealis beads with the silver-
plated crucifix, decade markers and Our Lady 
of the Snows centerpiece.  We’ll send it to you, 
PLUS a copy of our 264-page Healing Prayers 
book in gratitude for your gift of $12 or more.  
Your donation will support the ministries of the 
Missionary Oblates as we serve poor and needy 
people in our missions around the world.

Donate Now  
Toll Free At:

1-888-330-6264 
Mon. - Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Central

Inspirational Blue  
 Pilgrimage Rosary

Plus - complimentary
Healing Prayers Book

Available 
from the 

Missionary 
Oblates

Take Its Blessings With You Everywhere

Decade Markers Include:.  Our Lady of Lourdes.  Our Lady of Fatima.  Our Lady of Guadalupe

Find us on Facebook!
facebook.com/oblatesusaorg

Visit our new and improved website:
oblatesusa.org/ads

 $12       $20       $30       $45       $100      $_________    

 Check/Money Order 

Credit Card # ________  ________  ________  ________   Exp. Date _____ /_____    

Signature (required)  _____________________________________________________

Please send ____ Blue Pilgrimage Rosary & Healing Prayers Book Set(s).  #205717  
    ($12 suggested donation each set)

Name  ______________________________________________________________

Address  _____________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________ State ______ ZIP _____

E-mail ______________________________________________________________

Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate
National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows
9480 N. De Mazenod Drive • Belleville, IL  62223-1160#M15ADAAD1

Thank you for your generous support

Decade Markers Include:.  Our Lady of Lourdes.  Our Lady of Fatima
.  Our Lady of Guadalupe.  Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal



Online  
Bonus  

Section
Welcome to an extra Share feature  

which we are able to bring you  
in this digital edition of your magazine. 

We hope you enjoy this special section.
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Real listening is much more than hearing

Good Leaders Are  
Good Listeners

By Helene Shepard,  
National Regent-Elect, National Leadership Chairman

“Listen now to my voice; I will give you counsel, and God will be with you.” Exodus 18:19

L 

 istening is one of the skills that most people don’t connect with leadership. Yet, 

we all know the importance of careful listening. 

Relationships have been fostered or destroyed due to 
one’s listening skills. Listening takes place not only with 
the ears, but more especially with the heart. The painful 
lament of a failed relationship is often, “You never listen to 
me.” Listening is done automatically, or at least we think so. 
However, hearing is not listening. True listening requires 
active effort on the part of the listener. Listening effectively is 
important for all of us, but especially for leaders. As a leader, 
you must listen to your members in order to be effective. You 
need to listen and to correctly understand all messages from 
every member. There is a definite link between leadership 
and listening skills 

We must first answer the question, what is listening? 
Listening has four major components: 1. hearing, 2. 
interpreting, 3. evaluating and 4. responding to the message. 
There is a definite difference between hearing and listening. 
Hearing is merely the act of perceiving audible sounds with 
the ear. Listening, on the other hand, is the active pursuit of 
what the other person is saying or feeling. 

There are important elements that are necessary to be a 
good listener. As a leader and good listener you need to be 
there. You need to be present in heart, mind and spirit with 
the person. You need to hear what is being said to you. Find 
the right moment to be available to listen to your members.

Acceptance of the person is needed. Acceptance without 
reservation or judgment or categorizing the person (especially 
if she is different from you) is so important. Sometimes we 
can’t “hear” the person because of who she is. Listening is an 
attitude of the heart, a genuine desire to be with another that 
both attracts and heals.

Trust the person’s ability to handle her feelings, work 
through them and find solutions to her problems. Listening 
establishes trust, which is the foundation of all lasting 
relationships. 

Listen to the person. Don’t plan what you are going to say. 
Don’t think of how you can interpret what she is saying. Don’t 
think of how to solve her problem, or how to admonish her. 
Don’t think of how to react, just listen. Sometimes a receptive 
ear and the opportunity to vent is all a person needs.

Be objective. It may be hard to be passive. Keep yourself 
removed and don’t personalize the situation.

The reason good listeners are more effective leaders is 
because they know their members better. Leadership finds its 
source in understanding. To be worthy of the responsibility of 
leadership, a person must have insight into the human heart. 
Sensitivity toward the hopes and dreams of people you work 
with allows you to draw on their strengths and motivate them. 
The most basic of all human needs is the need to understand 
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and be understood. The best way to understand people is to 
listen to them. 

It is no accident that we have two ears and one mouth. 
When we fail to listen, we shut off much of our learning 
potential. You have heard the phrase that “seeing is believing.” 
Well, so is listening. When a leader listens to her members the 
organization gets better. Listening always pays dividends. The 
more you know the better off you are as long as you maintain 
perspective and think like a leader. To be a good leader, 
you must be able to not only think for yourself but also to 
understand and learn from the thinking of others.

Is it possible to be a leader without being a listener? The 
answer is no. You can’t take your court or your membership 
to the highest level of performance without being a good 
listener because you don’t really know who your members are 
and what they aspire toward. One of the greatest gifts you can 
give anyone is the gift of attention. Listening to your members 
isn’t just a gift to them; it benefits the leader too. When you, as 
a leader, listen to your members, you receive others’ insight, 

knowledge, wisdom and respect. This puts the organization’s 
assets into play, ready to be marshaled for the fulfillment of 
the vision and the attainment of its goals. What a wonderful 
gift. Most people do not listen with the intent to understand; 
they listen with the intent to reply. 

How can you improve your listening skills? Evaluate your 
current abilities. Track how much time you actually speak 
formally and informally at a meeting as compared to listening. 
Try putting an “L” at the top of your notebook it will remind 
you to listen. You can also put an ”LL” which will remind you 
to look at the person talking and to listen as well.

In closing, Leo Buscaglia’s words sum it all up: 
“Too often we underestimate the 

power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a 
listening ear, an honest compliment, or 
the smallest act of caring, all of which 
have the potential to turn a life around.” 

Helene Shepard

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/27573.Leo_Buscaglia
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