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National Regent’s Message

The Rewards of Holding Office
Dear Sisters in Faith,

Spring has sprung in some parts of the country, and others are holding fast to winter. 
But the work of the Catholic Daughters still goes on. This year is an election year for local 
officers. I can hear you saying, “Oh, no!”, but that is not the way we look at this event. Our 
response should be “Yes!” 

This can be a time for newness in the court, for the strengthening of the court leaders, 
and for others to learn the things that make us great. When the phone rings and the voice 
asks if you would consider taking an office, see it as an opportunity for you and your court. 
Say, “Yes.” You will not be alone. Others will be willing to help. The Bylaws and the Tools of 
the Trade will be your guide and help. Holding office is not an unsurmountable task when 
all officers work together and the members, including past court officers, all work together. 
When all are on the same track, the court will be successful. Do not be afraid to do things a bit differently, host different fund-
raisers and look to new ideas from the officers and members.

 I invite all members to take the membership pledge again as a reminder of the importance of each officer, member and 
court in the whole of the Order. I know there are women capable and able to lead their courts. Stand up and be counted; 
maybe even volunteer to take an office.

I would like to thank you for your patience as the National Office converts and learns to use a new computer system. 
It was a big job and our office staff eagerly dug in and learned new ways of doing the necessary office work and recording 
of membership. This program was specially written just for our needs, and we have uncovered some glitches. As we find a 
problem, we solve it. I do ask you to continue to be patient with us. It will all be settled soon. 

Are you making your plans for the National Convention? The Executive Committee met with the Montana State 
Officers and the Convention Chairman in early April. They are working so hard and are eager to show off their state. 
Remember to fill out all the necessary forms for a smooth registration at the convention. Deadlines are not suggestions. 
By adhering to deadlines, you ease the work of the chairman and the board as we go about organizing the activities and 
work of the convention. Many exciting things will be going on at the convention and I know you do not want to miss out. 

We as an organization have much to be grateful for because of your efforts on the local and state level. Our National Projects 
and Charities are benefiting from your generosity. We will be presenting your monetary contributions at the convention. So, 
don’t forget to send your donations to your state regent so that we can present them to the charity heads. 

National Regent Anne Nelson

Peace, love, joy,
Anne Nelson,
National Regent

Mission Statement
Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas strives to embrace 
the principle of faith working 
through love in the promotion 

of justice, equality, and the 
advancement of human rights 

and human dignity for all.

AbouttheCover
Catholic Daughters joined thousands of marchers 
at the March for Life on January 22, 2014, in 
Washington, D.C. Note the U.S. Capitol building 
on the right. 

Photo credit: March for Life
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National Chaplain’s Message

Learning to Embrace Change
Dear Catholic Daughters,

“But we’ve always done it that way!” Some cynics would say those are the seven 
deadliest words in conversations about Church and Church-related activities. Many, if 
not most people, do not embrace change; some don’t like any change at all. Change forces 
us out of our routine, out of what is familiar, into what is “uncharted territory,” into what 
is new and unfamiliar.

And yet, our international community of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas faces 
major change this July. Anne Nelson will rotate out of the office of National Regent, and, 
thus, I will cease to be the National Chaplain. Others in the national offices will leave as 
well and new women will take their places. Shirley Seyfried will become the new National 
Regent. There have even been changes in the National Office in New York as well with 
Peggy O’Brien retiring and Mary Impellizeri succeeding her.

Although many may not like change, it is a fact of life; life is a series of changes, but change can be good. You may know 
that in the Chinese language, the word for “crisis” is the same Chinese word of “opportunity.” With change come new 
people, new ideas and new “opportunities” (and let’s hope fewer crises).

I have had the good fortune to work with Anne Nelson and Shirley Seyfried these last two years; they are two very 
different people. National Regent Nelson has brought her gifts and talents, her new ideas, to the Catholic Daughters, and 
you are the better for it. Anne has had as her motto that “Christ is the Vine and we are the branches.” We can have no 
life apart from Christ, and we are the ways that Christ extends Himself into our world today. The Catholic Daughters 
can have no life as individuals or as an order apart from Christ; together, we have our share in the ministry of the New 
Evangelization, for which Popes John Paul II, Benedict XVI, and Francis (the first) have called.

It has also been my honor and pleasure to sit at the same meeting table as incoming National Regent Shirley Seyfried. 
Shirley, having worked as a nurse, is a caring kind of person; she is also a “take charge” kind of leader. Shirley and I were 
on the pilgrimage to the Holy Land together, and she helped to keep us moving in the right direction. I believe the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas will fare well under her leadership.

You may be experiencing changes at the local or state levels. Welcome your new leaders with openness – do not let “but 
we’ve never done it that way” pass your lips. Welcome their new ideas and their new ways of doing things as opportunities 
and not as crises.

It has been my pleasure to serve as your National Chaplain, to keep in touch with you through my letters in Share and 
in The Quarterly. It was my great joy to lead 45 of you on pilgrimage to the Holy Land. I look forward to our last activities 
together, especially to meet you and to pray with you in Billings this summer at the convention. 

I hope this letter finds you and yours well, enjoying the new life of Easter and of springtime. Through the intercession 
of our Blessed Mother, may God continue to bless, with success, the work of our Order.

 
 
 
 
 
P.S. If any clergy are planning to attend the National Convention, please send a letter of suitability from your bishop to 
Bishop Michael W. Warfel, P.O. Box 1399, Great Falls, MT 59403-1399 with a copy to National Chaplain Stephen Gosnell, 
122 2nd St., Frederick MD 21701 stephen.gosnell@stjohn-frederick.org

Rev. Stephen D. Gosnell, KHS

Sincerely yours in the peace of Christ,
Rev. Stephen D. Gosnell, KHS
National Chaplain
stephen.gosnell@stjohn-frederick.org
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✦ THE LEGACY OF JOHN PAUL II
Pope Benedict XVI

This is a glorious tribute by Pope 
Benedict XVI, who honors his close 

friend, Pope John Paul II. This book 
unites these two great spiritual leaders, 
with over 100 photos of many striking 
and poignant moments of the pontifi cate 
of John Paul II. Illustrated.
LJP-H . . . Sewn Hardcover, $19.95  $14.95

✦ MIRACLES OF JOHN PAUL II
Pawel Zuchniewicz

This powerful book describes the life 
and impact of Pope John Paul II as 

told by individuals from all over the 
world who give moving personal testi-
monies on how they experienced heal-
ings through the intercession of Pope 
John Paul II during his lifetime.
Illustrated. MJP-H . . . Sewn Hardcover, $20.00

✦ JOHN PAUL THE GREAT

Top Catholic writers present their 
unique insights on the extraordinary 

achievements of the 25 years of John 
Paul II’s pontifi cate. Writers include Fr. 
Aidan Nichols, Ian Ker, William Oddie, 
John Saward, Rodger Charles, SJ, and 
many more.
JPG2-H . . . Sewn Hardcover, $16.95

✦ LOVE AND RESPONSIBILITY
Karol Wojtyla (Pope John Paul II)

Drawing on his own pastoral expe-
rience as priest and bishop, Karol 

Wojtyla (Pope John Paul II) shows the 
value and dignity of the human person, 
explaining the basis for the norms of 
Catholic sexual morality.   
LRE-P . . . Sewn Softcover, $18.95

POPE JOHN PAUL II
This epic fi lm follows Karol 
Wojtyla’s journey from his 
youth in Poland through 
his late days on the Chair of 
St. Peter. It explores his life 
behind the scenes: how he 
touched millions of people 
and changed the face of the 
Church and the world.
Starring Jon Voight and 
Cary Elwes. Spanish subtitles.
 PJPII-M . . . 180 min, $19.95

KAROL The Pope the Man 
This movie on John Paul II, 
starring Piotr Adamczyk 
as the charismatic spiritual 
leader who inspired youth, 
helped bring down Com-
munism, and renewed the 
life of the Church.
 KPM-M . . . 185 min, $19.95

JOHN PAUL II
The Man, The Pope, and 
His Message — An in-
depth series on the life of 
the history-changing Pope. 
It features some of the most 
intimate moments with the 
Pope ever captured on fi lm, 
allowing you to enter into 
an incredible journey of his 
life. 4 DVDs, 5 hrs
 JPMP-M . . . $49.95

THE JEWELLER’S SHOP
Based on the Pope’s book 
about love and marriage. 
Stars Burt Lancaster, 
Olivia Hussey, Ben Cross.
 JS-M . . . 95 min, $19.95

NINE DAYS THAT CHANGED THE WORLD
Powerful documentary about John Paul’s fa-
mous 1979 trip to Poland  that led to the Berlin 
Wall’s collapse  and the end of the Soviet Union. 
 NDCW-M . . . 90 min., $19.95

TESTIMONY The Untold Story of John Paul II
Michael York narrates the untold story of John 
Paul II.  TUS-M . . . 90 mins, $19.95

✦ WITNESS TO HOPE Acclaimed docu-
mentary based on Weigel’s biography of 
John Paul II.
 WTH-M . . . 116 min, $19.95

www.ignatius.com

NINE DAYS THAT CHANGED THE WORLD

B O O K S  A N D
F I L M S  O N

F I L M S

 Saints
JOHN PAUL II
JOHN XXIII

 Saints
JOHN PAUL II
JOHN XXIII

✦ ST. JOHN PAUL THE GREAT
His Five Loves – Jason Evert

Discover the fi ve great loves of St. 
John Paul II through remarkable un-

published stories on him from bishops, 
priests, students, Swiss Guards, and oth-
ers. Mining through a mountain of papal 
resources, Jason Evert has uncovered 
these gems, off ering a treasure chest with 
the jewels of the saint’s life. Rekindle 
your own faith by learning what capti-
vated the heart of this great saint. 
SJPG-H. . . Sewn Hardcover, $21.95 Illustrated.
✦ THE JEWELER’S SHOP
Karol Wojtyla (Pope John Paul II)
This play/meditation explores relation-
ships between men and women and the 
mysteries of marriage. 
JSH-H . . . Sewn Hardcover, $14.95

✦ COVENANT OF LOVE
Pope John Paul II on Sexuality, Marriage,
and Family in the Modern World
COV-P . . . Sewn Softcover, $16.95

NEW!

JOHN XXIII
The Pope of Peace

An inspiring movie star-
ring Edward Asner in 

an acclaimed performance as 
the beloved pontiff  who was 
known for his simplicity, joy, 
and love for humanity. It tells 
the whole life story of John XXIII from his youth 
through his papacy, who surprised the world with 
the Second Vatican Council.
 J23-M . . . 200 mins, $24.95

POPE JOHN XXIII
The Real Pope and Saint

A presentation by Fr. Mitch 
Pacwa, S.J., and James 

Hitchcock, Ph.D. about the 
life and papacy of John XXIII. 
The two historians give an 
in-depth overview of the life 
of the Pope who is often mis-
understood , sometimes by those with their own 
agenda for the church.  PJ23-M . . . 36 min., $14.95

✦ JOURNAL OF 
A SOUL - The 
Autobiography 
of John XXIII

The acclaimed 
autobiography 

that presents the full, 
true and inspiring 
story of the new 
saint, with wonder-
ful anecdotes and many insights into 
his personality and his spiritual life 
and practices. Illustrated
JOS-P . . . 520 pp, Softcover, $19.95

ful anecdotes and many insights into 

mentary based on Weigel’s biography of 

the whole life story of John XXIII from his youth 

understood , sometimes by those with their own 
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The Joy of Service
With the Easter message of hope and salvation fresh in our minds, we greet a new 
springtime filled with the joy of renewed service to others. The season of rebirth is a 
season of rejoicing: Christ is risen, new life is awakening in God’s natural world with 
every bird call and each tiny green leaf, and we feel a new commitment to labor in God’s 
kingdom with ready hands.

For an example of the willing laborer who humbles himself in service to others, we 
need look no further than the Pope. By taking the name “Francis,” Pope Francis has made 
a clear statement: we are to serve God with the humility and love of the poor that St. 
Francis of Assisi showed many centuries ago. St. Francis, who died in 1226, was the son 
of a rich merchant; he renounced his possessions, rebuilt churches and composed a rule 
for living based on the Gospels. Chosen as Time magazine’s 2013 person of the year, Pope 
Francis has spoken out strongly against a “god called money,” and stated that he believes poverty is a violation of human 
rights. This is a pope with a servant’s heart. He has shown that he does not crave nor wish to display the pomp of his office; 
rather, he wishes to embrace simplicity, sincerity and a love of the needy in how he lives and leads the Church.  

This is a message spread by the early followers of Jesus as they traveled. St. Paul knew well that God’s people are 
happiest when they willingly and cheerfully accept the role of being His servants. “Do nothing out of contentiousness or 
out of vainglory, but in humility let each one regard the others as his superiors, each one looking not to his own interests 
but to those of others,” he counseled in his letter to the Philippians (2:3-4). St. Paul continued, “Have this mind in you 
which was also in Christ Jesus, who though he was by nature God, did not consider being equal to God a thing to be clung 
to, but emptied himself, taking the nature of a slave and being made like unto men.” (2:5-7)

There is a blessed paradox here: servant-hood to God, as Paul saw it, was perfect freedom. Voluntarily accepting a 
servant’s heart freed Christ’s followers from all the selfish desires that yoke human beings to unhappiness and sinful ways. 
In this chapter of Philippians, St. Paul admonishes, “Do all things without murmuring and without questioning, so as to be 
blameless and guileless, children of God without blemish in the midst of a depraved and perverse generation. For among 
these you shine like stars in the world…” (2:14-15)

How modern St. Paul’s words sound today; we have only to pick up a newspaper or turn on the nightly television news 
to be reminded that we live in a “depraved and perverse generation.” Why does a man gun down innocent children he does 
not know in a mass school shooting? Why are young girls kidnapped, held captive and repeatedly raped? Why are elderly 
people robbed and beaten in their own homes? We have no answers for these questions, beyond knowing that we live in 
a broken world which has its share of wickedness. The challenge for Christ’s followers is not to be overwhelmed by the 
brokenness we see all around us, but to serve the Lord joyfully, knowing – as St. Paul did – that God’s glorious plan for the 
world will ultimately triumph over sin. 

Every time you welcome new members into your court, contribute time to feeding hungry children, hammer a nail 
for a Habitat for Humanity home, make a blanket for a wounded warrior, help to collect infant clothing for the poor, visit 
residents of a nursing home, help to raise money for a pregnancy center, march for life, collect rosaries for shipments 
overseas, donate food items to a local Catholic social services pantry and prepare food for a fund-raising event, you are 
displaying a servant’s heart. It is not necessary to travel to foreign lands to be God’s servants; His missionary field is 
everywhere. It is inside our homes and just outside our front doors. It is around the corner and down the street. The 
opportunity for service is as close as our desire to serve; it just takes eyes to see the need. 

From the Editor’s Desk

Share Editor Peggy Eastman
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Personalized Gift ...
Exceptional Value!

Act now to acquire your exclusive Personalized 

Heirloom Music Box. The limited edition includes 
a heart-shaped charm you can personalize with your 
granddaughter’s name for just $59.99*, payable in 
three installments of $19.99, the first due before 
shipment. Our 365-day money-back guarantee 
assures your 100% satisfaction. Send no money now. 
Just return the attached coupon today, and indicate 
the name for personalization on the charm.
©2014 BGE         Printed in U.S.A.         01-19109-001-BIUPR
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P.O.  Box  806 ,  Mor ton  Grove ,  IL  60053-0806

YES. Please reserve the Granddaughter, I Love You Always Personalized Music Box(es) as described in this 

announcement.  More than one granddaughter?  Please print the name for each box reserved (up to 10 letters each).

One Box: ����������  Two Boxes: ����������
Three Boxes: ���������� Four Boxes: ����������

RESERVATION APPLICATION                                   SEND NO MONEY NOW

*Plus a total of $9.99 shipping and service per box. A limited-edition presentation restricted to 295 crafting days. 
Please allow 4-8 weeks after initial payment for shipment. Subject to product availability and order acceptance.

Heart-shaped charm 
can be engraved with 
any name (up to 10 

letters) FREE!

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City State                     Zip

Email (optional)

 01-19109-001-E50381
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CDAInAction
www.catholicdaughters.org

California Court Donates to Birthright

Members of Court St. Raymond #2057, Dublin, California, held baby 
showers to raise funds for Livermore Birthright, an organization that 
provides caring and support to girls and women who are distressed by 
an unplanned pregnancy. Thanks to the baby showers and generous 
contributions from CDA members and members of St. Raymond Parish 
in Dublin, the court raised nearly $800 and gathered more than 100 

gifts such as baby outfits, pajama sets, socks, booties, hats, blankets, feeding bottles, bibs and shoes.

Pictured (left to right) are Charlene Furtado, regent, Kathy Redmond, Livermore Birthright treasurer, and Pam Mullenhoff, Livermore 
Birthright secretary.

Louisiana Court Treats University CYO Members 
Court Padre Pio #2141, Cottonport, Louisiana, prepared and served a Mexican meal 
to the members of the Catholic Youth Organization at Louisiana State University in 
Alexandria. Students, teachers and staff were appreciative, and Lynn Ray, director of 
the organization, expressed her gratitude to the court.

Wearing their Catholic Daughter aprons are, left to right, Kinta Moreau, Kathy McDonald, Carolyn 
Gauthier, Judy Galland, Charlene Riche, Carol Tassin, Sue White and Kathy Lemoine.

Nebraska Court Prepares Tote Bags 
for Pregnant Women
Members of Court Our Lady of the Rosary #2511, Omaha, 
Nebraska, sewed and delivered tote bags for pregnant women 
residing at Bethlehem House, which provides support to 
pregnant women who choose life for their unborn child in 
a Catholic, residential environment both during and after 

pregnancy. The bags, made with cheerful colors, were filled with personal hygiene items and are large enough to be used 
as diaper bags for babies. Court members will continue to provide more bags as needed.

Shown (left to right) with their tote bags are Rita Daeges, Nellie Distefano, Jan Ohlinger, Marie Shaffer, Mary Ann Kuhn and Bernice Renken.

Nevada Court Prays for Life
Members of Court Our Lady of the Valley #2118, Las Vegas, 
Nevada, stood near a local abortion clinic and prayed the 
rosary for two hours. The court members, accompanied 
by two local church groups, also prayed and read Holy 
Scripture for families entering and leaving the clinic.

In the photo, left to right, are Sarah Larmore, vice regent, 
Kathleen Larmore, Loy Prado, regent, Mary Campbell and Leslie 
Valpiani, treasurer.
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CDAInAction
Catholic Daughters Making a Difference

New Jersey Court 
Helps Servicemen 
Overseas
At their Christmas luncheon, 
members of Court St. Maximilian 
Kolbe #2449, Toms River, New 
Jersey, gathered around an 
arrangement of decorated boxes 
they prepared in the shape of 
a Christmas tree. The boxes 

contained personal items such as socks, toothpaste, shampoo and lotion that were contributed by court members to be shipped 
to the men and women serving in the military overseas.

New York Court Showers 
Birthright With Gifts
Court St. Gerard #1920, Centereach, New York, 
held a mock baby shower for Birthright, which 
provides support to women facing unplanned 
pregnancies. Court members purchased new 
items including diapers, wipes, clothing and 
blankets to give to those in need. The court also 
donated $250 to Birthright.

In the photo, left to right, are Regent Donna Ferrara and 
Chairwomen Carol Wilkinson and Fran Zarcone.

Texas Court Makes Hats for 
Cancer Patients
Members of Court Rev. Daniel J. Tuohy #2215, Donna, Texas, 
made cancer hats for the American Cancer Society to distribute 
to cancer patients. The project began with 10 hats and grew 
to 81 in a six-day trial run. Financial Secretary Martha de Leon 
contributed her ironing skills, Parliamentarian Alicia Aguirre 
supplied her cutting skills and Irene Avila, a charter member, 
helped with the cutting. Treasurer Criselda Saenz and Regent 
Anna M. Cedillo offered their sewing skills to sew the hats. Many 
members felt personally involved since they or members of their 
extended families had suffered from cancer. The Cancer Hats 
project will be an annual court event.

Left to right, Irene Avila, charter member, Criselda Saenz, treasurer, Alicia 
Aguirre, parliamentarian and Anna M. Cedillo, regent.
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Marching to be a voice for the voiceless

March for Life 2014:  
A CDA Tradition Through 

Fresh Eyes

Catholic Daughters pause and enjoy a little sunshine at the end of their cold walk, near the steps of the Supreme Court, 
where the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision was made.
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C 

 atholic Daughters have been attending the annual March for Life in Washington, 

D.C., since the first March on January 22, 1974, exactly one year after the Roe v. Wade 

Supreme Court decision legalizing abortion. 

This year the tradition continued, despite brutally cold 
weather. Among those present to pray and walk were 
National Regent Anne Nelson, National Regent-Elect Shirley 
Seyfried, First Vice National Regent Helene Shepard, Second 
Vice National Regent Olga Samaniego, National Secretary-
Treasurer Sherry Nilles, Past National Regent M. Joan 
McKenna, National Director Arline Rich, National Director 
Emily Guilherme, National Director Joyce Ann Fleming, 
National Director Sheila Storey and her husband, National 
Executive Director Mary Impellizeri, and many other Catholic 
Daughters from across the country – including a New York 
contingent that braved the drive down the northeast corridor 
directly into a snowstorm. 

To bring a fresh perspective to this annual event so 
important to the Catholic Daughters, National Regent Anne 
Nelson asked two “first-timers” to share their perceptions of 
the march and what it meant to them. National Director Joyce 
Ann Fleming shares her observations of the opening Mass of 
the National Prayer Vigil for Life held at the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception on the evening 
before the March, and National Director Emily Guilherme 
reflects upon her experience at Mass and during the March.

Culture of Life Vigil Mass
By Joyce Ann Fleming

At the 41st, March for Life, the Opening Mass of the National 
Prayer Vigil for Life was celebrated by Cardinal Sean 
O’Malley, Archbishop of Boston and Past National Chaplain 
of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. The Basilica was, 
as usual, filled beyond capacity. Despite a major snowstorm 
and unprecedented below-freezing temperatures, many 
thousands of people still made the trip to make a statement of 
faith: “Protect the unborn child.”

Members of religious congregations came from all over the 
country wearing their formal habits to sit in the front of the 
altar. Some National Board members and the New York state 
officers arrived at the Basilica early to obtain wonderful seats 
in the front pew.

The Mass began with a spectacular 45 minute procession 
of priests, deacons, seminarians and bishops from all over the 
country, including Eastern Orthodox bishops. It was a lovely 
display of sacred and colorful vestments, especially the one 
worn by the Ukrainian Catholic Bishop. 

 Cardinal O’Malley gave a moving homily entitled “The 
Emperor’s New Clothes,” based on a fairy tale by Hans Christian 
Anderson. The Cardinal explained that a vain and proud king 
believed swindlers who told him that those who could not see 
the beautiful magic cloth of his new clothing were ignorant 
and unfit for office. The king was deceived and paraded naked 
through the streets of his capital to receive approval from those 
he ruled. Being afraid, people applauded as he passed by and 
shouted compliments on his beautiful clothing.

Except for one, a child who shouted that the king was 
naked! Cardinal O’Malley explained, “The king’s clothes are 

Virginia State Regent Elizabeth Scheuren, left, stands with Helen 
Lynch, regent, Court Kavanaugh #54, Alexandria, Virginia, before the 
March begins.
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reproduction rights, termination of pregnancy, choice, and 
many other subterfuges that disguise the reality and brutality 
of abortion. The voice of the church is like the child who 
declared before the world that the new clothes are a lie and 
a deception. The Church must declare that abortion is wrong 
and remember the commandment, ‘Thou shall not kill.’ ” 
Worshippers were clearly moved by the cardinal’s words.

While the Mass, March and many pro-life activities were 
broadcast live on Catholic TV and EWTN, these events 
received little coverage from the secular media, although 
there was commentary about it on the local Washington Fox 
News station. 

But we the Catholic Daughters of the Americas and tens of 
thousands more were there to shout: “CHOOSE LIFE!”

Praying and Marching for Life
By Emily Guilherme

I’ve just returned from participating in the March for Life in 
Washington, D.C. I had never marched in it before, but always 
wanted to do so. I arrived in the freezing cold capital on Monday, 
January 20, in the midst of a polar vortex. Skeptics believed it 
would scare the pro-life supporters away. We arrived anyway.

To be safe, my party arrived six hours early at the Basilica 
for the Opening Mass of the National Prayer Vigil for Life 
thinking we’d be among the first to arrive. We were wrong! 
Even six hours before the Mass was to begin, the Basilica was 

half-full. The joy in the Basilica was 
palpable; people were greeting each 
other, sharing their stories of where 
they were from and how they came 
to be at the March.

When Mass began, the number 
of clergy in the opening procession 
was overwhelming. The procession 
lasted more than 40 minutes. With 
400 seminarians, more than 300 
priests and a number of bishops 
and cardinals, the excitement and 
fervor of being vibrantly Catholic 
made the Basilica literally start 
to hum. First with laughter, then 
disbelief and then complete awe 
as the clergy kept pouring into the 
sanctuary to concelebrate. The Mass 
was beautiful, and the pews were 
overflowing. Young and old alike 

crammed into the aisles of the Basilica to celebrate the Eucharist.
Wednesday morning, the temperature was all of six 

degrees. It set a record for the coldest day in Washington D.C. 
in more than six years. Anne Nelson and Shirley Seyfried were 
interviewed by EWTN outdoors at the Washington Mall at 
9:00 AM, standing in six inches of snow. I salute them.

Despite the cold, the people came. Thousands and 
thousands from every walk of life; teenagers, college students, 
lay people, religious – all marched. As we marched, we prayed. 
As we approached Capitol Hill, I turned to look behind me. 
There were people marching for life as far as I could see. The 
solidarity for our unborn brothers and sisters was moving, 
beautiful and something I will never forget.

The media like to depict pro-life activists as radical and 
unruly. The March for Life was peaceful and orderly. There 
was no shouting, no name-calling. The young pro-lifers have 
hope that someday, someday, Roe v. Wade will be overturned 
and we will see a day when abortion will no longer have a 
foothold in our society. They believe they will live to see the 
day when legalized abortion will be no more.

The March for Life showed me that the Catholic faith 
is alive and working toward change. The young church is 
thriving, and we are growing. I hope that someday all Catholic 
Daughters can experience what the March for Life showed 
me: beauty, grace, and the courage of people willing to stand 
up for those who cannot stand for themselves, and be a voice 
for the voiceless.

In between National Regent Anne Nelson, far right, and First Vice National Regent Helene Shepard, far 
left, are Alice Flanagan, president, JCDA Court Elizabeth Ann Seton, Elizabeth Flanagan, junior court 
vice president and their mom Sheila Flanagan, Court St. Joseph #1475, Medway, Massachusetts, JCDA 
court adviser.
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Bringing hope after disaster

Louisiana Habitat Build 
Follows Major Hurricanes

By Joyce Stein
Immediate Past Louisiana State Regent
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I 

 n 2005, when the Gulf Coast in Louisiana was hit by two major hurricanes, Katrina 

and Rita, it was decided by the State Board under the leadership of then State Regent 

Sylvia Waits to sponsor two Habitat homes, one in the Lake Charles area (southwest 

Louisiana) and the other one in the New Orleans area (southeast Louisiana). 

Funds were raised, and the first of the two homes was 
built in 2007 in Cameron in the Diocese of Lake Charles. In 
September 2012, I received word from National CDA Habitat 
Chairman Shirley Seyfried that Louisiana was granted the 
additional funds needed to 
proceed with the second 
home in New Orleans in the 
Archdiocese of New Orleans.

 As state regent and 
chairman of this project, I 
met with the New Orleans 
Area Habitat for Humanity 
representative where I was 
given the name of our new 
homeowners, Evelyn and Jo 
“Cool” Davis. I was touched 
to learn about Jo “Cool” 
being a double amputee as 
a result of diabetes. They 
informed me that the house 
had to be ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) compliant and 
a handicap ramp would need to be built around the house. Jo 
“Cool” is best known for being a bluesy gospel singer in New 
Orleans, performing at the annual Jazz Fest, and Evelyn is a 
retired RTA bus driver. They lived in a second floor apartment 
for more than 22 years. 

Several health issues and no handicap accessibility in 
their apartment made living there very difficult. Because the 
apartment had no elevator, Jo “Cool” had to crawl up and down 
the stairs. The Davises said, “We will now be celebrating a new 
journey in life; becoming first time home-buyers, with the help 
of New Orleans Area Habitat for Humanity and the Catholic 
Daughters. We see this new home as the blessing and gift that 
we have been waiting patiently for and we are excited to have 
a porch and yard of our own. Thank you for helping us to fulfill 
our dreams.”

A wonderful and fulfilling week was had by all who participated 
in the first week of the Habitat build which began on November 27, 
2012. The Catholic Daughters of Louisiana State were joined by 
the five national officers, Anne Nelson, Shirley Seyfried, Helene 

Shepherd, Olga Samaniego, Sherry Nilles, National Director 
Ruth Guidry and Past National Director and Past National CDA 
Habitat Chairman Jackie Smith. We were fortunate to have the 
support of husbands of our national officers, Carl Nelson, Dave 

Seyfried, Sam Samaniego and 
Lee Nilles. During that week 
we had every different type of 
weather, starting off the first 
day with torrential rain. That 
didn’t stop some of us from 
working. The second day was 
freezing, and then the next 
few days were very warm. 
Despite the weather, we went 
there to “Raise a Wall,” and 
that’s what we did. 

The house was built 
with a wood floor system on 
cinder blocks stacked five 
high. This was a bit higher 

than the marking indicating the flood waters after Hurricane 
Katrina. Volunteers mixed concrete and poured it into the 
cinder blocks, and floor joists were installed. Then plywood 
was nailed down to complete the floor system. Because of 
limited yard space, stud walls were built on the street and 
then moved on top of the floor system. 

Plans for the wall-raising ceremony were scheduled for Friday 
morning but had to be postponed to the afternoon due to the rain 
at the beginning of the week. The Most Rev. Gregory Aymond, 
Archbishop of New Orleans, attended that morning, blessing the 
volunteers and the project. Due to a prior commitment, he could 
not reschedule to be with us that afternoon. After the wall was put 
in place and nailed down, messages of hope to the homeowners 
were written on the studs. Evelyn Davis, the homeowner, was 
present, and she was most grateful to us for our sponsorship with 
Habitat. Her husband  Jo “Cool” could not attend because he had 
received dialysis that morning. 

As weeks went on, the structure of the house was taking 
shape. The certified electrician and plumber started to wire 
and plumb the house. The bathtub, which needed to be ADA 

Raising the wall was a happy group effort. 
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compliant, wasn’t in stock, but within a few weeks they were 
installing the fixtures. Soon after, our project came to a standstill 
for a few weeks while Habitat workers shifted gears to work on 
projects for Super Bowl XLVII, and Mardi Gras festivities held 
daily made it difficult to travel to New Orleans.

Over the next few weeks, local court members traveled to 
New Orleans to work on building the handicap ramp needed 
for Jo “Cool;” claddings (boards covering the windows) were 
painted, labeled and hung to protect the windows before the 
final stages of construction. The claddings stayed on the house 
until the homeowners were ready to move in. These were then 
taken down and stored away to be used for protection in future 
hurricanes. Volunteers did trim painting and caulking around 
exterior windows and doors. Some members dug a sidewalk 
along the side of the house, under the front and back porch 
steps, getting those areas ready for concrete. 

We also nailed cardboard baffles inside the rafters of the 
roof for ventilation in the attic. Contractors were scheduled 
to install the heating and air conditioning system. Sheetrock 
was next on the list to get it ready to paint. Members 
continued each week working on various jobs such as 
blowing insulation from a hopper into the attic, installing a 
fence around the property, planting sod, cleaning up around 
the yard, installing and cleaning floors, grouting tile, etc., to 
complete this project. We were grateful for the donations 
from the local courts that provided lunch each day when 
CDA members were on site.

The house was finally complete, and plans were made for 
the dedication on April 23, 2013. National Regent Anne Nelson 
and National Regent-Elect and chairman of National CDA 
Habitat Shirley Seyfried, and National Director Ruth Guidry, 
along with Louisiana State Officers and many local court 
members, attended the dedication. Jo “Cool” was unable 
to attend the dedication because of his scheduled dialysis. 

Gifts given to the Davis family from National CDA entailed 
significant symbolism. 

As the gifts were brought up the steps of the front porch 
and handed to Evelyn by National Regent Anne Nelson and 
Louisiana State Officers, National Regent-Elect Shirley Seyfried 
read the specific meaning of each gift. Shirley presented Evelyn 
with a framed copy of what each gift symbolized. I had the 
honor of presenting Evelyn with the key to her new home. 
Evelyn expressed how grateful they were for all of us and said 
they couldn’t wait to move in. A reception held inside the home 
was hosted by local court members. WGNO-TV News was 
present for the dedication and reported that they hoped Evelyn 
and Jo were enjoying their first night in their new home. Evelyn 
and Jo were not able to move in right away, because Habitat had 
plans to install a half bath. Because of Jo’s disability, this will 
allow others the use of another bathroom. Habitat converted a 
section from one of the three bedrooms, turning the rest of that 
room into a storage area.

Shortly after the dedication, the state officers had to 
shift gear to finalize plans for their 45th Biennial State 
Convention. While working on the house, some of us had the 
opportunity to meet Jo “Cool” on his way to dialysis. I asked 
if he would attend our Friday Fun Night at convention and 
play some of his music, and he agreed. Courts attending the 
state convention were contacted by State Treasurer Connie 
Dronette to suggest bringing a shower/house-warming gift 
for Jo and Evelyn. They had the opportunity to present those 
gifts to them personally. What a wonderful way to express our 
motto of “Unity and Charity.”

In closing, I would like to say how blessed I feel to have been 
able to see this project through under my term as state regent. 
I was part of the state board, serving as state treasurer back in 
2005 when it was decided that we would sponsor two homes as 
the result of those hurricanes. As strong as the Habitat house is, 
so is my friendship with Evelyn and Jo. I can imagine Evelyn in 
her garden planting flowers and Jo “Cool” sitting on the front 
porch singing his heart out to the Lord in thanksgiving to the 
Catholic Daughters for our sponsorship.

A thank you note sent out by Evelyn Davis:

Words can’t explain the amount of gratitude my husband,  
family and I have for all the blessings of our beautiful home and the 
many gifts.

“Put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 
and patience. Beyond all these things put on love, which is the 
perfect bond of unity.” Colossians 3:12, 14 (NASB)

The time you’ve given, the hearts you’ve touched, the many gifts 
you gave, the lives you’ve blessed, these are true gifts from God.

Thank you for sharing God’s love, may God bless you all.

Homeowners Evelyn Davis (right) and Jo “Cool” Davis (in car) thank 
Catholic Daughters who worked hard on their new home.
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Coping with periods of dryness 

Walking Through 
the Ordinary

By Olga Samaniego
Second Vice National Regent, Spiritual Enhancement Chairman

T 

he last several months have been filled with celebrations: we have celebrated 

a Year of Faith; we have celebrated the Christmas season; and we have celebrated 

a new year. We have made New Year’s resolutions, and we have experienced many 

new beginnings. 

Even though we may have had great hope for change in 
2014, we may be dismayed to find ourselves facing the same 
challenges and working to overcome the same weaknesses we 
have experienced before. Despite our good intentions, we have 
probably broken our New Year’s resolutions from time to time—
if we have not abandoned them altogether. Coming down from 
the “mountain top” of newness and celebration and coming 
face to face with the “same old” and the “ordinary” can leave us 
feeling blue and conflicted. 

Even though we know it is key to our relationship with God, 
we may even be finding it difficult to pray. We might find ourselves 
asking, “Why can’t I seem to connect with God? Why don’t I seem 
to be feeling anything?” If this is the case, we may be experiencing 
a “period of dryness.” It is what some writers have called “a desert 
experience.” We may know how to identify what we are experiencing 
and even know what to call it, but we are still left to wonder how we 
can get through it. How do we continue to bear fruit? How do we 
continue to walk with joy even through the ordinary? 

Theologians and scholars have suggested many good ways to 
overcome periods of dryness. I would like to remind you of one 
more way—our CDA way. For us, three words are everything—
faithfulness, praise, and trust. We must remember that we are 
called to do the will of God. We don’t necessarily need to understand 
God’s plan, and we don’t really need to feel like doing what we 
are called to do. What we have to do is to remain committed to 
answering His call and to remember that Jesus is always faithful to 
his promises to us. He says in Matthew 28: 20, “Behold I am with 

you always, until the end of the age.” Despite your lack of feeling 
and despite your arid spirit, Jesus is near. He has not abandoned 
you. If you have difficulty praying, make service your prayer. Feed 
the hungry. Shelter the homeless. Help the poor and marginalized. 
Remember that Jesus says in Matthew 25: 40, “…Whatever you did 
for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” 

In the face of weakness and doubt, offer your faithfulness. 
Your steadfastness can be your way of remaining attached to the 
vine. In the words of Mary our patroness, “Do whatever he tells 
you.” (John 2:4) Deepen your relationship with God by serving 
His people, and then, finally, offer the sacrifice of praise. Put 
into practice the words of Psalm 50:14-15, “Offer praise as your 
sacrifice to God; fulfill your vows to the Most High. Then call on 
me in time of distress; I will rescue you, and you shall honor me.” 
Praise God in spite of your feelings. Thank Him for His mercy 
and His love, and then wait for Him. Wait for Him to rescue you. 
Trust Him to reveal Himself to you. Know that after this period 
of dryness, after you lived your desert experience for a time, your 
hopefulness will return. 

Your exuberance will re-surface. Your prayer life will once 
again be fruitful, and you will experience the 
joy that comes from knowing God. You will 
be able pray along with David, “He leads me 
beside restful waters; he restores my soul.” 
(Psalm 23:2)

Olga Samaniego



Courage, character, vision are reflected

A Portrait of a Leader
By Helene Shepard

First Vice National Regent, National Leadership Chairman

I 

f you were to select an artist to paint a portrait you would have to consider several 

things, such as skill, experience and the education of the artist. Before a painter 

begins the painting, he or she, in turn, has to consider many elements: the subject, 

the composition the lighting and the palette.

So, with that in mind, how would we paint the portrait of a 
good leader? Let’s imagine for a moment that you have a blank 
canvas upon which you are going to paint the picture of a good 
leader. You have assembled the brushes and the different colors 

of paint that you will use. The colors of paint are the qualities 
or behaviors that you are going to use to paint this portrait. The 
brushes and brush strokes that you use reflect the experiences 
that you have with the leader.
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Let’s begin to create a portrait. Each of the colors that you have 
assembled will reflect the different qualities and behaviors that 
are important to you. Some of the qualities and behaviors that you 
will likely think about are: character, vision, courage, interpersonal 
skills of honesty and trustworthiness, and influence. Each of these 
qualities will take on a color that will result in you painting a picture 
of your ideal leader.

Character gives rise to discipline and responsibility. It’s the 
inward character that enables a person to stand firm. Character is 
not inherited, nor can it be purchased. It cannot be built instantly, 
but instead requires years of construction. A person of character is 
a person who is respected and who will be fondly remembered long 
after she is gone.

Vision flows from a leader’s mind and relates to her dream for 
the future. Vision brings insight. It allows a leader to see sooner, and 
to see farther, than others. Leaders must constantly put themselves 
in the place of others so they can see from their perspective and 
understand why members think the way they do. This also requires 
communication in order to form a rapport with each of their 
members in order to understand their view point.

Leadership also requires courage — the courage to risk, to 
reach, to put one’s self on the line. Leaders must have the heart for 
the task of working with and engaging others. The leader’s heart 
somehow speaks to the hearts of those around her, inspiring and 
touching them.

Another important color or characteristic is having the 
interpersonal skills of honesty, trustworthiness and credibility. 
A leader must be one in whom everyone in the group can trust 
and believe.

No true leader can be called a leader unless she has influence 
which is the ability to motivate and inspire people to follow her no 
matter how difficult the task appears to be. 

While you continue to paint that image, the colors will become 
more vibrant as you get closer to the ideal image that you want to 
portray. As the image begins to take on definition, can you begin 
to see your own face in the portrait? Your portrait will be a little 
different from the others because there are no specific formulas 
specifying exactly how to lead. Each leader possesses the above 
characteristics to a greater or lesser degree; this is what makes 
each leader unique. Yet these characteristics, once they have been 
identified, can be practiced and perfected.

Continue to paint your portrait and when you have finished your 
masterpiece, sign it, because not only is it unique 
and one of a kind, but it is something about which 
you should be very proud: The Portrait of a Leader, 
The Portrait of You and The Portrait of a Catholic 
Daughter of the Americas.

Helene Shepard
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Recruiting should be constant 

Tilling, Planting and Fertilizing 
for Membership

By Mary Ann Kizer
National Director and National Membership Chairman

I 

t has been said that nearly every gardener is an optimist, or ought to be. Spring has 

arrived, the time to till the soil, plant the seeds, fertilize, and watch the crops grow. 

What an exciting time for gardening. I remember riding in 
the red wagon when my mom headed to the live oak grove to 
dig up new, rich soil for the flowerbeds. Snapdragons, lilies, 
and rose bushes all benefited from the fresh earth. Each year, 
mom followed the same ritual for the flowerbeds.

Likewise, Catholic Daughters all over the country have 
been “digging in” for membership for the past two years. 
Parishioners were recruited. New 
members have been received. 
New courts have been instituted. 
We are all waiting with bated 
breath and excitement to see who  
will be named winners of the 2012-
2014 CDA Membership Contest, 
which ended March 31, 2014. 
Winners will be announced at the 
National Convention in Billings, 
Montana, in July.

 But now, should we continue 
the “tilling, planting, and fertilizing” 
for CDA membership recruitment? 
The answer is a resounding, “Yes!” To remain a viable, vibrant, 
and vigorous organization, Catholic Daughters need to be in a 
constant recruiting mode. 

As new local court officers are installed, each member 
needs to do all she can to assist in recruiting activities. The 
membership chairman and her committee require court 
members to make events successful. At court retreats, share 
your spirituality with prospective members. Remember the 
saying, “When you get closer to God, God gets closer to you.” 

At court meetings, suggest new membership recruitment 
activities to go along with the tried and true events. Will you 
answer the questions below with a “Yes” or “No?” 

• Does your court sponsor an Antique Appraisal Fair? 
• Does your court host a Valentine Dinner and Dance?
• Does your court host a Soup Social?
• Does your court have a Summer Swim Party? 

Each of the above events can be 
used as fund-raisers and membership 
recruitment activities which can 
attract younger women and their 
families. If a young woman is enjoying 
herself, she will be more likely to 
become an active CDA member. If 
she has the support of her spouse 
and children, her CDA career may be 
long-lasting. 

What better time to remember 
the theme of our National Regent, 
Anne Nelson, “I am the vine, you 

are the branches.” —John 15:5. Continue reading the verse, “If 
you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart 
from me you can do nothing.” May God 
send your CDA court many new members.

Programs and projects will attract new 
members, but involvement will keep them in 
the organization. 

Mary Ann Kizer
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Meet the national office staff 

Who Works for You?
By Theresa Duran

Administrative Assistant

T 

 here have been many changes in the staff at the National Office recently, so we 

thought we’d take this opportunity to reacquaint you with the people who work hard 

for you each day.

Mary Impellizeri, Executive Director
Mary has been a member of Court Stella Maris #822, Freeport, 
New York, since 1978. She “ran the chairs” and then was 
appointed district deputy. In 2000, Mary was elected to the New 
York State Board; she was elected state regent in 2007. In May of 
that same year, she was hired as the administrative assistant at 
the National Headquarters of CDA, moving into a position she 
seemed to be born for with an organization to which she was 
more than committed. This past January, upon the retirement of 
Peggy O’Brien, Mary was named executive director.

Mary came to work at CDA from a long background 
of administrative work at large corporations and small 
companies. She worked as a secretary at Our Holy Redeemer 
Catholic School and the parish office and ran the computer 
lab at Freeport’s New Visions Elementary School. Mary’s 
fastidious organizational skills and seemingly unending 
energy are of great benefit to CDA.

As executive director, Mary manages the day-to-day 
workings of the National Office, is responsible for helping to 
keep us fiscally sound, and works closely with the national 
regent, officers and board in all aspects of the Catholic 
Daughter organization. 

Mary lives in Freeport, New York, with her husband of 31 
years, Jack, and her children Traci, Jack and Jeremy.

Theresa Duran, Administrative Assistant
Theresa joined Court Stella Maris #822 in Freeport, New 
York, in 1984. By 1992, Theresa was an officer, held most court 
positions and served the court as regent before being asked to 
be both a state chairman and a district deputy. In November 
of 2011, Theresa joined the staff at National Headquarters as 

a secretary. Coming from a background of graphic design and 
having worked in advertising, design, and as a teaching assistant 
for more than 10 years in the public school system, Theresa was 
eager to work for the organization she loves. 

Theresa brought her graphic talents to the office right away, 
redesigning many old brochures and developing new items 
such as the Recruitment Posters and Event Banners. When 
Mary moved up to the executive director position, Theresa was 
offered Mary’s former position.

Still responsible for all design work at the office, Theresa 
also maintains state officer and district deputy records, 
handles all IRS questions, compiles copy for Share magazine, 
edits the National Quarterly newsletter, updates officer lists, 
and, as the title suggests, assists in any way needed at the 
National Headquarters.

Front row, left to right, Carol Dalton, Gloria Linley and Paz Maja. Back 
row, left to right, Martha Hamboussi, Tom Panas, Theresa Duran and 
Mary Impellizeri.
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Theresa and her husband, Hector, live in Freeport with their 
children RJ, Katie and Matthew. Theresa and Mary are sisters.

Carol Dalton, Membership Department
Carol was received into Court St. Sebastian #1922, Woodside, 
New York, in 1969. She served as a local officer, New York state 
officer and district deputy and is currently regent of her court. 
Carol worked for many years as a manager in an insurance 
company before coming to Headquarters in 1987. Carol 
handles additions, transfers, renewals and deletions. She also 
answers the order line. 

Carol resides in Woodside and enjoys life as a grandmother 
and great grandmother.

Martha Hamboussi, Secretary
Martha, a charter member of Court St. Patrick #2442, Bay 
Ridge, New York, has been a Catholic Daughter since 1997, has 
held many offices and chairmanships and is the current regent 
of the court.

Martha is a certified real estate agent who still works with 
her family’s real estate company; she is also a notary public.

Martha is brand new to the National Office. She began 
working here in December of 2013 and has gotten quickly 
up to speed on office procedures and our computer software 
systems. Her ability to speak Spanish, Arabic and Greek fluently 
is a great benefit to the office. Martha is the primary telephone 
receptionist, handles accounts payable, ordering of supplies, 
filing, address changes and any other general office duties. 

Martha lives in Bay Ridge with her family. 

Gloria Linley, Financial Secretary/ 
Membership Department
Gloria has been a member of Court Maria Regina Mater #1751, 
Brooklyn, NY, since 2001. Before coming to work at CDA in 
2008, Gloria was a secretary for St. Therese of Lisieux Roman 
Catholic Church, worked with special needs children and was 
a customer service representative.

Gloria’s main duty is recording all court financial reviews, 
creating rosters and preparing invoices; however, she also 
assists with answering the phones, taking orders and inputting 
additions, transfers, renewals and deletions. 

Gloria and her son Justin live in Brooklyn. 

Paz Maja, Bookkeeper/Accounts Receivable
Paz started working at CDA National Headquarters in the 
summer of 1990 after many years as an accounting assistant 
for large companies. At the time, there were no CDA courts 
near her home in The Bronx. In 2011, Paz proudly became a 
charter member of Court St. Therese Little Flower #2644, 
Yonkers, New York. 

Paz diligently manages all of our billing for dues and 
invoices for supplies, records all payments and keeps all bank 
records in order. 

Paz and her husband Danny reside in The Bronx. 

Tom Panas, National Public Relations Chairman
Tom has been the public relations consultant for CDA since 
2003. Prior to joining us, Tom worked in public relations for 
cable television and the healthcare industry, and provided 
public relations for many Catholic institutions, services and 
religious orders.

In addition to securing advertisers and writing articles for 
Share, Tom acts as staff photographer and handles all press 
releases for CDA. Since December 2013, Tom has also been 
handling our mailroom duties of packing and shipping all orders; 
however we hope to have a new permanent mailroom staff 
member soon. Tom lives close to the office in Manhattan and so 
is our go-to guy for snow shoveling and weekend emergencies.

We are here for you
Now you know what goes on at 10 West 71st Street in New 
York City. Next time you call the National Office, you will 
be a little more familiar with the person on the other end of 
the phone! 

NATIONAL OFFICE 
CONTACT LIST
Phone:  212-877-3041
Fax:  212-724-5923
Orders: 1-888-221-8834

catholicdaughters.org/store

General questions
Mary, cdofanatl1@aol.com
Theresa, cdofanatl@aol.com

To request a roster   
Gloria, cdarosters@aol.com

To submit an article for Share 
Tom, cdashare@aol.com

To submit an address change, track 
an order, submit officer changes
Martha, cdaorders@aol.com

To request a copy of an invoice 
or question a bill or payment
Paz, cdadues@aol.com
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Supreme Court to rule on religious freedom

Federal Government 
Discriminates Against Catholics

By Margaret Sitte
National Legislative Chairman

A 

 lthough the Little Sisters of the Poor may be a small and humble order, they are 

making big waves in the current battle on the federal healthcare law. 

These Little Sisters are at the heart of a United States 
Supreme Court decision on religious freedom and conscience 
protection to be decided this June. The repercussions of this 
case will reverberate across this land to thousands of Catholic 
institutions, organizations and parishes.

For 175 years, the Little Sisters of the Poor have been 
dedicated to caring for the poor and elderly. They operate 30 
homes for these elderly around the country, and they keep 
prayerful watch at the bedside of each dying person. Having 
taken a vow of poverty, they go begging for support.

Under the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) mandate of the federal healthcare law, every health 
care plan must provide contraceptives, abortifacients and 
sterilizations as part of “preventive” services.” The Little 
Sisters objected to providing those services for themselves 
and their employees.

The government told them they would exempt them from 
the mandate on one condition. They would have to sign a 
“self-certification form” stating their religious objections to 
providing coverage for contraceptives and life-ending drugs. 
The form, however, also requires the Little Sisters to tell their 
insurance provider of its “obligations” to provide these drugs 
under the requirements of the new healthcare law.

The Little Sisters say that signing such a form would 
legitimize the practices to which they object. “We cannot do 
what the church and our conscience tells us is wrong,” said 
Mother Alice Marie, superior of St. Martin’s Home for the Aged.

She told “Catholic Review Online” that it is the Little 
Sisters’ respect for life from conception to natural death 
that compels them to take a stand against the mandate. The 

Catholic Church teaches that contraception, sterilization and 
abortion are “grave sins against human dignity,” she said. “Our 
faith requires that we cannot participate in providing such 
things to our employees. Our country was built on religious 
freedom; therefore, we wish to exercise this right freely.”

Because of their refusal to sign the form, the Little Sisters 
face daily fines of $100 per employee if they lose their case. The 
total cost would be millions of dollars per year, approximately 
one-third of their operating budget.

What is happening to the Little Sisters is religious 
discrimination. All they want to do is keep the same health 
insurance they have always had. Because they conscientiously 
object to a Health and Human Services mandate, however, they 
could be put out of operation. The mandate was never passed 
by Congress, so it is not even a law, but is rather an arbitrary 
mandated rule approved by HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius. 

It’s not just the Little Sisters who are being hurt. Catholic 
schools, universities, hospitals, nursing homes, religious 
orders, parishes, diocesan offices and non-profits face the 
same fines unless they cooperate with a practice they find to 
be morally evil.

The Becket Fund for Religious Liberty is one of several 
organizations helping to defend the Little Sisters in court. 
As Kristina Arriaga, executive director of 
the Becket Fund, recently asked, “If the 
government is willing to do this to the 
Little Sisters, what will they do to the rest 
of the faithful?”

Margaret Sitte
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Juniors Help Church 
Pay Insurance Bill
Junior Catholic Daughters Court Sacred Heart #1606, 
Cortez, Colorado, prepared and served a taco lunch to 
raise funds to help pay the insurance for Montelores 
Catholic Community Church. In their purple JCDA shirts, 
some wearing aprons, the Juniors took a moment from 
serving to give Rev. Pat Valdez the court’s $486 donation.

Juniors ‘Float’ For Charity
Junior Catholic Daughters from Court Our Lady of the Valley #2118, Las Vegas, 
Nevada, held a root beer float sale to raise funds for local charities. The first gifts 
they gave were baby crosses for the annual Nevada State Court’s baby shower. 
Last year, the event helped approximately 200 babies.

In photo, juniors from Court Lady of the Valley in Las Vegas.

Juniors Trick or Treat for Charity
For three years members of Junior Court Rita #264, Cornwall, New 
York, collected Halloween costumes for the Newburgh Ministry in 
Newburgh, New York. The Juniors make posters and place drop-off 
boxes to collect the costumes. They then meet to sort and hang 
both used and newly-donated costumes. As the photo shows, they 
have a lot of fun. 

Texas Court Sponsors Vocations Seminar
Court St. Theresa the Little Flower #1350, Edna, Texas, recently sponsored 
a vocations seminar for the junior high and high school CCD students 
of St. Agnes Catholic Church in Edna. Vocations chairperson Joan Dees 
organized the presentation by inviting representatives of the Incarnate 
Word and Blessed Sacrament Order of Victoria, Texas, to speak with the 
girls and Victoria diocesan priests to meet with the boys. More than 100 
students attended; they were joined by CCD teachers and aides. 

Girls’ session attendees with presenters, front row, left to right, Melani Guzman 
and Allison Rosa; back row, left to right, Sydney Peters, Kennslee Coulter, Karlee 
Marthiljohni and vocation directors for the Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed 
Sacrament, Sr. Mildred Trouchard, Sr. Louise Marie Jones and Sr. Amata Hollas.
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Texas Juniors Bring 
Holiday Cheer to 
Abused Children
Members of Junior Catholic Daughters Court St. 
Paul #1604, Shiner, Texas, spread holiday cheer 
last Christmas by bringing Christmas gifts to 
the young children at Bluebonnet Youth Ranch, 
Yoakum, Texas. The Bluebonnet Youth Ranch is 
a home for abused and neglected children in 
the area. Instead of exchanging gifts with each 

other, members chose to buy gifts for the children at the youth ranch. Accompanied by chaperones, the Juniors visited 
the youth ranch on the Sunday before Christmas, where they distributed presents to the children, sang Christmas carols 
and brought much joy. The JCDA has adopted the home as a project to promote life. 

Pictured, Court St. Paul Juniors with some of the Christmas presents they brought to the Bluebonnet Youth Ranch.

Meet New Texas Juniors
At the institution of Court Mary Immaculate 
#1719, Dallas, Texas, are, front row, left to 
right, Co-chair Genie Dunn, Co-chair Laura 
Zordilla, Annie Read, Mikayla Widhelm, 
Juliet Dunn, Ava Varela, Isabella Ruiz, 
Sophia Sandoval, Melanie Roman, Miriam 
Martinez, Amyelizabeth Alcantara, Trinity 
Moreno, Ria Shaji, Grace Moon, and Katie 
Moon. Second row, left to right, are Texas 
JCDA State Reporter Marissa Hernandez, 

Texas JCDA State President Clella Evans (JCDA state president), Helen Kalleb, Michele Kalleb, Ashley Pinson, Allie Rodriguez, 
Alejandra Madrigales, Miranda Rinck, Natalie Murphy, Christina Murphy, Alyssa Moreno, Bene Metoho-Eke, Beatrice Ajuwaye and 
Nezia Manirambona. Third row, left to right, are seminarian Emmett Hall, Seghen Kalleb, Sophia Barba, Ashley Martin, Anna Marie 
Hurt, Mary Beth Kemp, Monserrat Corral, Diana Monyancha, Cynthia Guzman, Bryanna Butler, Nicole Cannizzaro, Destiny Butler, 
and Rev. Father Josef Vollmer-König.

Jewelry
Supplies       

Apparel
Recruitment   
Tools

Posters

Don’t miss out!
Be sure to

check out the store at  
catholicdaughters.org

Many items are new or updated!
Please remember that all orders must be placed by a State or Local Court

Officer. All orders over $50 must be accompanied by a court check.
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Arizona Institutes 
New Court
Court Inmaculado Corazón de Maria 
#2667, Somerton, Arizona, was instituted 
on November 2, 2013, during Mass 
at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church 
in Somerton, Arizona. The court was 
instituted in Spanish by the pastor, Rev. 
Thomas Munoz. He was assisted by Deacon 

Jeffery Trujillo and court organizer Victoria Trujillo, regent of Court Our Lady of Fatima #2136, Yuma, Arizona. The 
institution meeting followed, conducted by Arizona State Regent Maureen O’Reilly-O’Shea, assisted by Immediate 
Past State Regent Susan Moné. The new court began with 21 members and Father Thomas as court chaplain.

Court members gather, joined by Arizona State Regent Maureen O’Reilly-O’Shea, Court Chaplain Father Thomas Munoz, Deacon Jeffery 
Trujillo, Victoria Trujillo and Immediate Past State Regent Susan Moné.

Arizona Court Donates to Catholic Mission School
Court St. Francis of Assisi #2221, Tucson, Arizona, presented a check of $200 to the 
Catholic Mission School at San Xavier Mission. Instead of a gift exchange at their Christmas 
Potluck, members donated money to help the school. In the photo the check is presented 
by Phyllis Hall, court regent, and Marilyn Witte, financial secretary, to Catholic Mission 
School principal Shirley Kalinowski.

Connecticut Court Holds Craft Fair
Court All Saints #1435, Somers, Connecticut, held another successful Christmas Craft 
Fair with profits donated to groups and organizations helping those in need. In the 
photo, court member Norma Skillman displays an assortment of her handcrafted 
doll clothing that was sold at the fair.

Handmade Quilts Cheer Pregnant  
Women in Idaho
Members of Court Our Lady of Victory #1348, Nampa, Idaho, made more than 
500 quilts, which they donated to the Lifeline Pregnancy Care Center. In the 
photo, Circle of Love Quality of Life Chairman Gloria Sauvageau, left, who 
assembles layette bags for babies in need and delivers them to a local hospital, 
holds one of the quilts with court member Ilene Machos.
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Louisiana Court Bakes for the Elderly
Court Regina Coeli #2063, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, has a service project 
three times each year in which the court holds a bake sale at the Sterling 
Place Nursing Home in Baton Rouge. Court members bake the goods 
for the sale, the proceeds of which are given to the nursing home. 

Standing in front of their baked goods are court members and officers, left to 
right, Regent Anita Harper, Chairman Dolores Monteaux, Vice Regent Carolyn 
Bonfanti, Linda Hubert, Charlotte Mathis and Imelda Gamez.

Maryland Court Puts Quality 
of Life to Work
Members of Court Mary Francis #2421, Brunswick, 
Maryland, supported Operation Christmas  Child 
through Samaritan’s Purse,  a non-denominational, 
evangelical, Christian humanitarian organization that 
assists people in physical need worldwide. Over the 
summer court members collected age-appropriate 
items to fill shoeboxes with personal hygiene articles, 
school supplies, faith-based materials and toys. Court 
members were able to see the Circle of Love Quality 
of Life program in action  by sharing God’s love  for 
needy children.

Court members work together to fill shoeboxes with gifts for 
Operation Christmas Child.

 

Marian Consecration for 
Omaha Court 
Members of Court Our Lady of Faith #2604, Omaha, 
Nebraska, joined a retreat led by Court Chaplain 
Rev. Tom Weisbecker. Father Weisbecker explained 
the  preparation for Marian consecration,  led 
participants in praying the rosary and celebrated 
Mass. Court members studied and received daily 
e-mails reflecting on the writings of  four great 
Marian thinkers: St. Louis de Montfort, St. Maximilian 
Kolbe, Blessed Mother Teresa and Blessed John 
Paul II.  Upon completion of the retreat, 12 members 
made the consecration to Jesus through Mary.

Father Weisbecker with court members who joined 
the retreat.

News&Notes
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New Jersey Courts and Past National Regent 
Honor CDA Sunday 
Members of Court St. Denis #1497, Manasquan, New Jersey, hosted the annual area 
celebration on CDA Sunday. Very Rev. Edward Blanchett, pastor and chaplain, was the 
celebrant at Mass and the guest speaker at a brunch that followed.

Pictured in the top row, left to right, are Regent Julia E. Mahady, Financial Secretary Pat Herrmann, 
and Past Regent and Past National Regent Grace DiCairano. Shown in the bottom row are Vice 
Regent Mary Plasses and Treasurer Anita McCudden.

New Mexico State Represented At Rosary Rally
New Mexico First Vice State Regent Angelina Romero stands with Most Rev. Michael 
J. Sheehan, Archbishop of Santa Fe, at the annual Rosary Rally in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico.

New Members Received at New York 
Court Communion Breakfast 
Court Theresa #806, Waterloo, New York, held its annual communion 
breakfast at the Holiday Inn in Waterloo following Mass at St. Mary’s 
Church. In the photo are new members, left to right, Lena Shipley, 
Madeline Firriolo, Mary Jane Storrs, Sue Mitchell, Phyllis Stivers and 
Sandy Ridley. Rev. Jim Fennessy, pastor of St. Francis-St. Clare Parish, 
stands in the background.

North Dakota Holds ‘Rhubarb Run 
Fund-Raiser’
Court Saint Gerard #2518, Valley City, North Dakota, held its 
sixth successful Rhubarb Run Fund-Raiser in seven years, having 
missed just one year because of flooding. The Rhubarb Run is 
the court’s largest annual fund-raiser. Members of the court pick 
the rhubarb or have it delivered to them, and then clean, trim, 
box and deliver it to a winery which pays per-pound of rhubarb. 
In addition to court members, honorary CDA spouses, children 
and parishioners participate.

A handful of hard-working members and friends who helped: from left to right, Matthew Holm, Valerie Holm, Anne Wuolu, Zondra 
McDonald, Lila Harmsen, Christine Marshall, Nancy Orthman, Deacon Carl Orthman, Sue Judd, Joyce Hafner and Lucy Dosch.
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South Dakota Court 
Celebrates Catholic 
Daughter Sunday
Court St. Rita #916, Rapid City, South 
Dakota, honored Catholic Daughter Sunday 
by attending Mass at St. Therese Church in 
Rapid City celebrated by Court Chaplain 

Rev. Bill Zandri. In the photo, court members gather at the church to celebrate the special Catholic Daughter day.

New Texas Court Receives State Flag 
Court St. Ann, Mother of Mary #2649, Lavernia, Texas, receives a Texas State Flag 
from Catholic Life Insurance Union, Branch 200. Attending the presentation are, left 
to right, Rev. Canon, STL, Rev. Stanislaw Fiuk, pastor of St. Anne’s Catholic Church, 
William Mainz, third vice president, Branch 200, Elaine Englehardt, secretary/treasurer, 
Branch 200, Tom Pawlik, president, Branch 200, Mary Mainz, regent, Pamela Wilson, 
recording secretary, Janice McMahon, treasurer, Olga Bruce, vice regent, and Linda 
Steele, financial secretary.

Travel with us Sept. 13-22, 2014  to see Father Peyton’s 
Ireland of Saints and Scholars, accompanied by Holy Cross 
Family Ministries President Father John Phalen, CSC.

Join us for a Pilgrimage to Father Peyton’s Ireland!
This unforgettable adventure includes:
n Round-trip flights
n Motorcoach transportation
n Hotel accommodations
n 9 full breakfasts & 8 dinners
n Dingle Peninsula tour
n Daily Mass & Rosary
n Day of Recollection at Father Peyton 

Centre

www.FamilyRosary.org
508-238-4095, ext. 2023

amelanson@hcfm.org

All for $2,543* per person!
* Based on twin occupancy. Single room supplement: $450. Departure tax, fuel and 

surcharges subject to change until ticketed. Price, based on 20 passengers traveling, 
is subject to change.

n Mass at Knock Shrine
n Aran Islands tour with visit to Dun 

Aengus
n Passage on Tarbert Ferry
n Visits and admission fees to Cliffs of 

Moher, Museum of County Life, Knock 
Shrine, Father Peyton Centre

n And much more!

Call Now!
Bookings 
close soon
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National Regent and National 
Regent-Elect On EWTN
National Regent Anne Nelson and National Regent-Elect Shirley 
Seyfried traveled to the studios of EWTN (Eternal Word Television 
Network) in Irondale, Alabama, to be interviewed by Rev. Joseph 
Mary for an upcoming new series, The Church Universal. The 
episodes featuring CDA will be in two segments: the first will be a 
general discussion of the Catholic Daughters, and the second will 
focus on the Circle of Love Program. The program will most likely 
air in the spring of 2015.

Pictured left to right, Shirley Seyfried, Anne Nelson and Father Joseph Mary 
prepare before the TV cameras begin to roll.

Happy Birthday to CDA National Chaplain
Members of Court St. Elizabeth Ann Seton #278, Frederick, Maryland, organized 
a birthday party for National Chaplain Rev. Stephen Gosnell. Father Gosnell’s 
enjoyment of his birthday honor is evidenced by his smile in the photo, mirrored 
by the court members surrounding him.

Have Massachusetts Shoe Box, Will Travel
Now using a wheelchair, 93-year old Rev. Phil Laplante, former Apostleship of the Sea 
Chaplain for the Boston Diocese, continues to deliver shoe boxes filled with supplies 
to sailors and crew members coming into Boston Harbor on foreign ships. The shoe 
boxes of all sizes are filled with men’s basic health products and other items donated by 
several courts across Massachusetts. The boxes include knitted wool caps and scarves, 
cigarettes, writing paper and pens, stamps, decks of cards and small cribbage boards.

Father Laplante is shown on the shores of Boston harbor with three grateful seamen.

Minnesota Court Honors 
New Members
Court St. Margaret Mary #605, International Falls, Minnesota, 
held a court reception for seven new members. In the photo 
with Regent Jeanine Alich are new members, left to right, Julie 
Bartkowski, Pam Tomevi, Rachel Cowlishaw, Jenny Krzoska, 
Ann Van Bergen and Maria Slusarchuk. Absent when the photo 
was taken was Susan Schnick. Following the ceremony a light 
lunch was served. District Deputy Kathy Bastianelli attended.
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Meet the New Court Officers 
in New Jersey 
At their installation, officers of Court St. Francis of Assisi 
#2271, Ridgefield Park, New Jersey, are, left to right, 
Margaret Moran, recording secretary; Phyllis McIntyre, 
regent; Rev. Fernando Guillen, chaplain; Constance 
Sheehan, vice regent; and Paula Fay, treasurer.

Pennsylvania State Regent Honored by 
Philadelphia Courts
The combined courts of the Philadelphia Archdiocese held a banquet for newly 
elected Pennsylvania State Regent Margaret “Peggy” Guckin at Romano’s Catering in 
Philadelphia. The banquet began with prayers by State Chaplain Rev. Timothy O’Sullivan 
for the suffering in Syria and peace throughout the world. After the meal was served, 
regents from 11 courts and Colette McCaffery, diocesan co-chair and regent of Court St. 
Dominic #2222 in Philadelphia, participated in a ceremony of congratulations. A poem 
was recited and the guest of honor was presented with yellow roses. Remarks were 
made by State Secretary Margaret Giordano, Father O’Sullivan and Past Second Vice 
National Regent Letty Calvetti. 

Peggy Guckin is seated while Michelle Russo, recording secretary for Court St. Mark #1097, Bristol, prepares to give her the bouquet of yellow roses. 

Court Thanks Its Officers
Court Of Our Lady #647, Johnstown, Pennsylvania, wants to 
express its gratitude for the commitment and service of its 
officers, from left to right, Financial Secretary Barbara Riffle, 
Vice Regent Barbara Oliveras, District Deputy Joan Kopnicky, 
Regent Carol Watson, Recording Secretary Esperanza Bair 
and Treasurer Roberta Schlosser.

Texas Court Presents Gift to New 
 Clergy Member
Court St. Monica #1262, Olfen, Texas, donated a travel case to newly 
ordained Rev. Sam Matthiesen for his chalice. The presentation of 
the chalice was made at St. Boniface parish, which hosts Court St. 
Monica, following the celebration of Father Matthiesen’s first Mass. 
In the photo, left to right, are Father Matthiesen, Sharon Rohmfeld, 
Harriet Fischer, Bernice Halfmann, Felda Lange, Tracy Grimes and 
Florence Correa.
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Guam Court Celebrates 
Enshrinement Anniversary 
Members of Court Our Lady of Camarin #2047, Tamuning, Guam, 
are shown in the Saint Therese Chapel of the Cathedral Basilica 
in Hagatna. They were participating in a Eucharistic Celebration 
commemorating the seventh anniversary of the enshrinement of 
Our Lady of Camarin at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. In the photo, front 
row, left to right, are Cecilia Yanger, Vice Regent Patricia Guerrero, 

Blandina Marquardt, Augustina Sablan, Celerina Cruz and LouJean Borja. Second row, left to right, are Serafina Cepeda (partially 
obscured), Agnes Unpingco, Dolores Aflague, Emma Aflague, Evelyn Rodriguez, Virginia Unpingco and Immediate Past Regent 
Priscilla Muna. Back row, left to right, are Imelda Gines, Rosita Rosario, Marie Taitano and Angelina Cruz.

Centennial Anniversary
Court Our Lady of Good Counsel #216, Fort Dodge, Iowa, 
honored its 100th anniversary with Mass concelebrated by 
Chaplain Msgr. Jim McAlpin at the Corpus Christi worship site 
in Fort Dodge. Fully 100 members and guests, including Iowa 
State Regent Rose Holschlag, First Vice State Regent Darlene 
Moritz and Second Vice State Regent Jan Grundmeyer, 
attended the celebration. The keynote speaker was First Vice 
National Regent Helene Shepard. Other dignitaries included 

National Secretary-Treasurer Sherry Nilles, Past National Director Helen Arndorfer, Past Iowa State Regent Bev Klein, Past 
Second Vice State Regent Kitty Nilles and Past Second Vice State Regent Marilyn Savage. After Mass, Christian Service 
students and court members served dinner.

Front row, left to right, are Barb Thompson, recording secretary; Rita A. Carlson, regent; Jackie Watters, treasurer; and Christina Rosch, 
financial secretary. Second row, left to right, are Darlene Moritz, first vice state regent; Rose Holschlag, state regent; and Jan Grundmeyer, 
second vice state regent. Third row, left to right, are Helene Shepard, first vice national regent, and Sherry Nilles, national secretary-treasurer.

Louisiana Court Celebrates 92 Years 
Court Lady of the Lake #695, Lake Charles, Louisiana, celebrated its 92nd 
Anniversary with a cathedral Mass followed by a catered banquet at the 
cathedral’s Ave Maria Hall. During the ceremonies, Debra Richard was named 
Court Lady of the Lake’s 2013 Catholic Daughter of the Year. Other members 
recognized for years of service included Mary Alice Lauw, five; Marjorie Baca, 
10; Kim Leyoub, 20; Dona White, 25; Marianne Richard, 30; Leneta Boudreaux 
and Ruby Simpkins, 50; and Betty Henry, Jennie Richly and Olivia Scalisi, 65. 
Karen Fills was banquet chairman; banquet committee members were Sue 
Burke, Barbara Guillote and Mary Alice Lauw.

Pictured, Msgr. Jace Eskind, court chaplain, and Catholic Daughter of the Year Debra Richard.
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Massachusetts Court 
Celebrates 90 Years
Court St. Clementine #821, Somerville, 
Massachusetts, celebrated its 90th 
anniversary with a Mass of Thanksgiving 
at St. Clement Parish Church. A celebration 
dinner followed at Anthony’s in Malden, 
Massachusetts. Members received 
certificates of appreciation for their many 

years of service. Among those present were National Director Joyce Ann Fleming, Massachusetts state officers, past 
and present parish priests and court members.

Shown, left to right, are National Director Joyce Ann Fleming; Judith Shooter, state regent; Patricia Abruzese Johnston, second vice 
state regent; Patricia McShane, state secretary; Carol Ghiloni, regent; Patricia McCorry, treasurer; and Christine Murphy, regent, Court 
Maplewood #510, Malden, Massachusetts.

Correction
In the Winter 2013-14 issue of Share, there was an error in the story “Virginia Catholic Daughter Reflects on Being a Catholic and 
a Marine.” In the first line, the story reads that Lt. Col. Reina DuVal has been a member of Court Kavanaugh #54, Kavanaugh, 
Virginia.  The correct city for the court is Alexandria, Virginia.  Our apologies to Court Kavanaugh.
  

Now is the time to: 
• Memorialize a member, friend or loved one

• Give a lasting gift that makes a difference
• Show your love of CDA with a personal pledge

Any State,Court or individual can pledge to become a member 

of the Society and support the upkeep and maintenance of 

our beautiful, historic brownstone in New York City.

For more information about this prestigious membership,
check out catholicdaughters.org or contact:

First Vice National Regent Helene Shepard
1903 Society National Chairman  
PO Box 455, Washingtonville, NY 10992 
845/496/9213    misshelene2000@yahoo.com 

C
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Vermont Court 
Celebrates 75 Years
Court St. Veronica #1273, Hardwick, 
Vermont, celebrated its 75th Anniversary with Mass at St. Norbert’s 
Church, followed by a dinner which the Knights of Columbus 
catered at the Knights of Columbus Hall in Hardwick. Among 
the Catholic Daughter dignitaries attending were Vermont 
State Regent Judy Smith, Immediate Past State Regent Loretta 
Schneider, First Vice State Regent Sharon Winzler, District Deputy 

Rose Pelchhuck and Vermont State Chaplain Rev. Patrick Forman. The court regent is Doris Voyer, who is also Second Vice 
State Regent. Court Chaplain Rev. Claverlito Migriňo also attended.

Front row, left to right, are court officers Vicki Conti, treasurer, Karen Gates, recording secretary, Jeannine Young, vice regent and Elaine Gendron, 
treasurer. Back row, left to right, are Rev. Claverlito Migriňo, Rose Pelchhuck, Sharon Winzler, Judy Smith, Doris Voyer and Rev. Patrick Forman

Pennsylvania Court 
Combines Celebrations
Court Monessen #776, Monessen, Pennsylvania, celebrated 
its 90th anniversary and 57-year member Rene Moncini 
crowned the Blessed Mother statue at the 25th Annual 
Outdoor Rosary. Rene and her husband started an Outdoor 
Rosary at their home in 1988. When they were no longer 
able to continue at their home, the Rosary was moved to 
Mary’s Garden at the Epiphany of Our Lord Chapel Site in 
Monessen. The Outdoor Rosary is an eagerly anticipated 
annual event, followed by a social gathering.

Enjoying the court’s 90th anniversary are, left to right, Past Pennsylvania Second Vice State Regent Peg Rafferty, Regent Debbie 
Genemore and Past State Regent Margaret Novak.

North Carolina 
Court Celebrates 
10 Years
Members of Court Our Lady of 
the Sea #2519, Hampstead, North 
Carolina, gather for their tenth 
anniversary celebration at a local 
restaurant. Their joy at the occasion 
can be seen on their smiling faces 
in the photo.

Anniversaries For more 
content, including 

BOOK CORNER  
please see the new

BONUS SECTION 
of our electronic 
edition of Share.





Thank you for your generous support!

     According to legend, the dogwood 
tree was known to provide the timber for 
the cross upon which Christ was crucified, 
making this tree a symbol of His Death 
and Resurrection.  The crucifix is made of 
pewter and is shaped like a dogwood with 
distinct flowers.  Pink and white frosted 
glass beads accent the pewter centerpiece 
of Our Lady.

     The Dogwood Rosary will be sent 
to you in gratitude for your gift of $12 
or more.  Your donation will support the 
ministries of the Missionary Oblates as 
we serve poor and needy people in our 
missions around the world.

 Donate Now Toll Free At:   
1-888-330-6264

Mon. - Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Central 

Find us on Facebook!
facebook.com/oblatesusaorg

Visit our new  
and improved 

website:
www.oblatesusa.org/ads

 $12       $20       $30       $45       $100       $_________    

 Check 

Credit Card # _________  _________  _________  _________   Exp. Date ______ /______    

Signature (required)  ___________________________________________________________

Please send ____ Dogwood Rosary(ies). #203800  ($12 suggested donation each)

Name  ____________________________________________________________________

Address  ___________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________ State ______ ZIP ___________

E-mail ____________________________________________________________________
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate
National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows
9480 N. De Mazenod Drive • Belleville, IL  62223-1160#M14ADA4D1

Available 
from the

Missionary
Oblates

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas
10 West 71 st Street
New York, NY 10023-4201



Online  
Bonus   

Section
Welcome to some extra Share features  

which we are able to bring you  
in this digital edition of your magazine. 

We hope you enjoy this special section.
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News&Notes

Anniversaries

New York Court Takes 
Time for Tea
Court of the Assumption #690, 
Maybrook, New York, held its annual 
Tea Social to share spirit and fellowship 
while recapturing the Victorian era 
of the 1800s. Many guests wore big 
hats while sipping tea and eating tea 
sandwiches prepared by the court. 

Seated, left to right, are Virginia Cuomo, her 
daughter Pat Walcott, financial secretary, and 
Pat Walcott’s sister, Marie Cuomo.  Standing, 
left to right, are Court Assumption members 
Agnes Vigilante and Osiris Saavedra-Martez, 
with guests Maria Torres and Greta Cornell.

New Jersey Court 
Celebrates 
Sixtieth Anniversary
Shown at the sixtieth anniversary 
celebration of Court St. Bonaventure 
#1656, Lavallette, New Jersey, are, left 
to right, Past Regents Ruth Delayo 
and Joan Jarvis, Regent Judy Gardella 
and Past Regent Alice Bass.
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BookCorner

The Ear of the Heart: An Actress’ Journey
from Hollywood to Holy Vows
By Dolores Hart, OSB, and Richard DeNeut
(Ignatius Press, San Francisco, California, 2013)

Reviewed by Peggy Eastman

Dolores Hart had everything the world values: stunning beauty, intelligence, 
wit, a successful career as a movie star, stage and television actress and 
the adulation of legions of admirers, including eligible young men. The 

photos in this absorbing book show her in films with Elvis Presley, Anthony 
Quinn, Montgomery Clift, Stephen Boyd and Brad Dillman, among others.

In 1963 Dolores Hart gave it all up to take holy vows, enter a contemplative 
abbey and become a cloistered Benedictine nun and eventually Mother Dolores, 
OSB, prioress of the Abbey of Regina Laudis in Bethlehem, Connecticut. Now 
Mother Dolores shares the story behind the story of her life-changing decision in 
this excellent autobiography, written with her friend Richard DeNeut, former West 
Coast bureau chief for the photo agency and syndicate Globe Photos. Although this is a long book (457 pages, including the 
index), it is so gripping and so honest that the reader is swept up in a story that at times reads like a novel. The style is effective: 
alternating Mother Dolores’ thoughts (printed in italic) with those of DeNeut. 

Dolores Hart’s decision to become a bride of Christ would have been a major news story in any case; what makes it 
even more dramatic  is that at the time of her decision to become a Benedictine nun she was engaged to be married (to 
Don Robinson) and under contract for another film. But there was nothing really sudden about Mother Dolores’ decision; 
rather, it was the result of a committed spiritual journey that began in her childhood. The child Dolores was not a Catholic, 
but she attended a Catholic school in Chicago and decided to convert. She remembers thinking that “the kids who were 
Catholic had a feeling of security that I lacked.” She entered First Communion classes and was confirmed in April 1949. 

During a year away from Hollywood as a stage actress in New York, Mother Dolores wrote to the Abbey of Regina Laudis 
for permission to visit overnight.  Permission granted, the young actress went to this place of peace that would come to be her 
life. “There was no mention of vocation,” remembers Mother Placid, who greeted the actress. “She was interested only in a 
place to come and get the cobwebs out. But I remember I had a feeling that she would return.” And so she did. 

Indeed, on the set of the movie “The Plunderers,” the young actress looked into her dressing room mirror and heard 
these words in her head: “You know this is not what you want.”  She would hear that voice with the ear of her heart again 
and again over the next two years. Dolores Hart taught catechism classes at Saint Victor’s Church in West Hollywood, 
California, and continued to pursue her acting career.  “My answer didn’t come in a lightning bolt,” she remembers. But 
there was one mystical element to her decision to take holy vows. She took a photo on the crest of a Connecticut hill 
with snow-laden trees while struggling with her conflicting thoughts; when the photos were developed, that picture was 
nowhere to be found. Instead, there was a photo showing only her own footprints in the snow.

The irony of Mother Dolores’ story – undoubtedly part of God’s plan – is that she never really stopped being a public 
person after she took holy vows. She remains a voting member of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences.  She 
started a theater company at the abbey. After being diagnosed with neuropathy, a painful nerve condition, she received 
permission from her abbey to become a spokesperson for the Neuropathy Association, which required her to give 
congressional testimony.  But always she listened to the ear of her heart and remained obedient to her Lord.  As she says, 
“I had to learn the deepest law of spiritual life, which is common to all religions but key to Saint Benedict’s Rule.  I had to 
learn to surrender.”  The story of that surrender makes fascinating reading.
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