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National Regent’s Message

Lessons from Eagles
Dear Sisters in faith,

 Congratulations to the newly elected officers. I thank you for taking on the task of 
leading your court for the next two years. As summer arrives, your job as officers will be to 
plan the next year. This planning should include meeting schedules, speakers, and programs.  
Consider how you can help your members experience the complete CDA message through 
your programs. 

You have many resources.  You might consider spending a few minutes at each meeting 
reading and discussing one or two of our bylaws, or one or two of our National Projects and 
Charities.  Another possibility would be to go through the Local Court section of the Tools 
of the Trade. All of these sources are full of knowledge for your members.  Assign an officer 
or member to prepare these “learning sessions.” It is not the officers’ responsibility alone to 
educate your court. All members should work together to share the responsibility for the growth, retention and education 
of your members.  It is court officers and the committee chairmen who help provide these opportunities. Encourage all 
members, but most especially the court officers, to attend state workshops and plan now to attend the state convention.  No 
matter where you are located, there is a source for speakers at minimum or no cost.

Be like eagles; fly high and scope out your parish. There are women who need to hear the invitation to join us. Tell them 
your story and invite them. Membership drives take time, planning and volunteers. Get organized and get to work. You can 
do it, and you can be successful if you plan, delegate and prepare. Soar high.

Be like the eagles and be loyal. Eagles are loyal to their mates and will do anything to protect them. Be faithful to your 
court. Be a Positive CDA member and only speak positively about the order. Support your court, state and national projects 
because they ultimately help all members. Be loyal.

Be like eagles; plan. Eagles plan their flight. It may look to us as just a roaming of the sky, but they know what they are 
doing and what they are looking for. What are you looking for in the CDA? Members need to be asked and members need to 
respond. Plans are for the benefit of all and are needed to facilitate the projects. Set your plan and achieve it.

Be like eagles and set your goals high. Erase “we can’t do that” from your vocabulary and replace it with “I know we can 
do this.” That simple statement and change in thought can make a difference to your members as they hear you being positive. 
Positive draws positive. Set goals.

Set your goals high, plan your events, and grow.

National Regent Anne Nelson

Peace, love, joy,
Anne Nelson,
National Regent

Mission Statement
Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas strives to embrace 
the principle of faith working 
through love in the promotion 

of justice, equality, and the 
advancement of human rights 

and human dignity for all.

AbouttheCover

Famed Yellowstone National Park, with its geysers, 
hot springs and wild bison, is one of the tours planned 
for the CDA 55th Biennial National Convention in 
Montana this July. 
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National Chaplain’s Message

Mark’s Gospel Shows the Strong
Faith of Women 
Dear Catholic Daughters of the Americas,

It is just the Fourth Week of Easter as I write this, but I suspect by the time you read it, 
it will be after Pentecost. I hope you and yours had a blessed “50 days of the Easter Season. 
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Mary of Magdala did not recognize her Risen Savior until He called her by name. The 
two disciples on the road to Emmaus did not recognize Him until the “breaking of bread.” 
Through the Easter Season, we focus our attention, in a concentrated way, on the abiding 
presence of our Risen Lord, Who is with us 365 days a year, 24/7.

Jesus promised His disciples that He would always be present when two or three are 
gathered in His Name. On May 2nd, 70 Catholic Daughters from across Frederick County in Maryland, spent the day in 
retreat at the Basilica Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton in Emmittsburg. The topic of the day was “Women in the Gospel 
of Mark.” I believe that the Risen Lord was present to us as we broke open His Word.

Although women had a very tenuous place in Greco-Roman society and fared even worse in Hebrew society, Mark 
presents women in a very powerful light as disciples and believers. You may want to retrieve your New Testament.

We looked first at Mark 5: 24b–34, the woman with the hemorrhage. It is the first public encounter of Jesus with a 
woman. This is the only recorded miracle which happened without Jesus intending it. She is regarded as “unclean” so she 
is isolated and lonely. She is willing to break the Law and possibly make Jesus “unclean.” She is desperate, which makes 
her determined. Her cure was immediate and complete. Jesus said to her “Daughter” (she is now part of Jesus’ family), 
“your faith has saved you.”

The Syro-phoenician woman (Mark 7: 24-30) was discussed next. There is an operating principle in the study of 
Scripture that “if an event is hard to take, it is probably true.” Hearing Jesus call this woman a dog is pretty hard to take. She 
too is desperate, which prompts her to beg Jesus. The woman has nothing to lose and everything to gain. The daughter has 
three strikes against her: she is a gentile, female, and possessed. Her mother is clever and smart, and Jesus appreciated that. 
This is the only miracle in Mark which takes place at a distance. The questions were asked: did Jesus learn more about his 
mission from this woman? Was Jesus’ mind broadened (for Jesus was a product of an environment that believed only Jews 
could be saved)? In accepting this pagan woman’s faith, Jesus and the community of Mark are seen as welcoming gentiles.

Our discussion included some questions we asked ourselves. Can I get away from who I am, from my upbringing? Who, 
for me, is “the other?” How inclusive am I? Do I believe that there is a wideness in God’s mercy? The Syro-phoenician 
woman was persistent in her faith in Jesus, and that was rewarded with the healing of her daughter. Do I give up too soon 
in my prayers of petition to God?

How extravagant am I in the service of Christ and His Word? The woman who anointed Jesus in the house of Simon is 
an example to us in Mark 14: 3–9. The woman is Mary of Bethany, sister of Martha and Lazarus. Both the alabaster jar and 
the aromatic nard were very costly – she was extravagant. In Hebrew society, kings were (1) anointed by (2) men (3) in the 
temple. This woman broke the ritual barrier, and it was a prophetic gesture. “She has anticipated anointing my body for 
burial,” Jesus said. She did what she could do; it was a simple gesture. Sometimes doing what we can do is the most we can 
do. Since this day was for women, I pointed out that this narrative is never proclaimed on Sundays, but only on weekdays. 
If people were into conspiracy theories, they could ask themselves if this narrative is being “played down.”

 It was pointed out that no woman had a hand in the death of Jesus. In fact, in the Gospel of Matthew, Pilate’s wife tried 
to prevent it. The women “ministered to Jesus,” which is the characteristic of a disciple. They stood, “looking on” as Jesus 
was dying, facing the reality of death, powerless to stop the tragedy, “doing what they could do by witnessing to the death 

Rev. Stephen D. Gosnell, KHS

Continued on page 9



✦ A Voice UndefeAted – Collin Raye
The famous country singer tells his remark-
able, inspiring story of faith, struggle, 
suffering, love, and triumph in the midst of 
tragedy. Includes bonus DVD.

“Collin’s story is a powerful witness 
of how the goodness of God can work 
miracles in anyone’s life.”

—Governor Mike Huckabee
TMYS-H . . . Hardcover, $26.95

✦ Something other thAn god
Jennifer Fulwiler
The popular convert and blogger tells the 
uplifting, humorous story of her spiritual 
journey from atheism and materialism to a 
profound Christian faith.

“This heartfelt book is a lovely account 
of a spiritual journey and a charming 
memoir that will resonate with readers.” 

—Dean Koontz, #1 New York Times 
Bestselling Author
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now  —if we hope to build a free, just 
and humane society.” —Dr. Alveda King
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the Polish army, and other victims of WWII 
atrocities. A story of faith and disbelief, grace 
and truth, and the nature of love in a season 
of desolation.  

“Written with masterful skill. On every 
page we encounter a profound under-
standing of human nature.”  

—Michael  O’Brien, Author, Father Elijah                                                                                                          
LEFA-H . . . Hardcover, $19.95

✦ mAking gAy okAy - Robert Reilly
A tour de force that covers the full range of 
issues on how the rationalization of homo-
sexual behavior is changing everything in 
our culture. With insights on how to reverse 
the trend and stop this radical revolution.

“If this book does not move you to  
action, nothing will.”

—Patrick Fagan, Ph.D.  
Family Research Council

MAG-H . . . Hardcover, $22.95

✦ the eAr of the heArt - An Actress’s 
Journey from Hollywood to Holy Vows
Mother Dolores Hart, O.S.B
The amazing story of how a beautiful, suc-
cessful young actress stunned Hollywood, 
leaving fame and fortune to enter a contem-
plative monastery to become a Benedictine 
nun. Lavishly illustrated with photos.

“A  remarkable woman with a remark-
able story—one of love, devotion 
and faith.” — Maria Shriver

LH-H . . . Hardcover, $24.95

✦ the riSing – A Novel  Robert Ovies
When a nine-year-old boy prays for a  
deceased friend at a wake, and she comes to 
life, a firestorm ensues that causes his parents 
to scramble to find a way to protect him 
from desperate individuals, the media, and 
government agencies. 

“Impossible to forget. Works like this 
do not come along very often.”  

—Michael Coren, Author, 
Radio & TV Host

RIS-H . . . Hardcover, $19.95

www.ignatius.com

NEW & BEST SELLING TITLES
FROM IGNATIUS PRESS

NEW & BEST SELLING TITLES
FROM IGNATIUS PRESS 

P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522 1 (800) 651-1531



6 Share Magazine  •  Summer 2014

Peacemakers for the Lord
We live in a culture in which violence is all around us: school shootings, domestic disputes 
leading to death; road rage; cyber-bullying, terrorist attacks; wars and ethnic clashes on 
several global fronts.

Probably like many of you, I was recently exposed to an incident in daily life that could 
have escalated into violence. While riding on the Metro subway in Washington, D.C., I saw 
a woman slapping two young girls hard but apparently playfully; the girls were shrieking 
and rolling around on the floor of the subway car. Another woman sitting nearby said, 
“That’s enough; please stop.” Out of the mouth of the woman with the two young girls 
came a stream of profanities such as I had never heard, uttered at a high decibel level. 
Thankfully, she did not physically strike the woman who had asked her to calm down, 
but she could have. I know from news reports that fights on Metro have caused life-
threatening injuries. 

The Old Testament prophet Habakkuk said, “Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention arise.” His 
words ring true today. Violence is no longer occurring just in big cities; it has found its way to smaller towns and villages. 
What should our response be to this culture of violence? For the answer, we need only look to Jesus and those closest to 
Him. Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” (Matthew 5:9) As followers of 
Jesus, we are called on to be peacemakers, wherever we live. St. Francis, from whom the pope took his name, was known as 
a humble peacemaker who saw himself as a person in harmony with all creation, including birds and animals. The statue 
I have of him shows him with a deer at his side, and a tiny bird cupped in his hand. 

Like Jesus, St. Francis and Pope Francis, peacemakers can be powerful without lifting a hand. The Rev. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., confronted civil rights injustices not with force, but with non-violence and persuasive speeches that are still 
quoted today and shown on television. His “I have a dream” speech was far more powerful and far-reaching than any 
violent act with a gun.

Being peacemakers for the Lord is living with the needs of others in mind. I said nothing to the screaming woman 
on the subway, but maybe I should have tried to talk to her gently. No doubt she was full of pent-up rage, and took the 
opportunity to explode when she felt she was being criticized. To bring peace to others is to bring peace to ourselves. Do 
we speak to others in a calm, gentle, non-confrontational way? Do we help children who are fighting solve their problems 
with words, not fists? Do we compliment and thank those who serve us in the grocery store, the drug store and other retail 
places? Do we listen quietly and not interrupt when someone is expressing an opinion that is not our own? We can respect 
the person’s right to express her opinion without agreeing with her. And we can accept the idea that we don’t have to try 
to make her agree with us. 

Being a peacemaker can be contagious in the best sense, for peace begins in the human heart. By his example of humility, 
deep concern for the poor and rejection of the luxurious trappings of his office, Pope Francis – the first Jesuit pope – is already 
having a positive effect on potential new vocations. According to the Jesuit Conference of the United States, the number of 
men interested in exploring the possibility of joining the Jesuits by contacting regional Jesuit vocational offices has soared. 
Along the U.S. East Coast, these regional offices are reporting a surge in vocation inquiries of anywhere from 67 percent to 
116 percent. Interestingly, many of these interested men did not attend Jesuit high schools or colleges – the usual route to a 
vocation as a Jesuit priest. These inquirers “are new to the Jesuits, and they are inspired by the Holy Father,” said Rev. Chuck 
Frederico, S.J., vocations director for the Jesuits of the Maryland, New England and New York Provinces. 

Being a peacemaker isn’t always easy, but Jesus never promised an easy road. Imagine what could be accomplished if 
peacemaking were indeed contagious.

From the Editor’s Desk

Share Editor Peggy Eastman
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CDAInAction
www.catholicdaughters.org

Arizona Court Supports 
Pregnancy Care
Court Our Lady of the Lake #2213, Lake Havasu City, 
Arizona, collected an overflowing table of items for the 
local Pregnancy Care Center from the court’s annual 
baby shower. The Pregnancy Care Center is a Christian 
pro-life ministry that offers alternatives to abortion and 
provides pregnancy-related services for women and 
their families. 

California Courts Hold Baby 
Shower for Catholic Charities
Seven courts from the Diocese of San Bernardino in 
California gathered at the Catholic Charities offices 
for a baby shower to benefit Catholic Charities and 
the clients they serve. The courts’ 12th annual baby 
shower was hosted by Court Immaculate Conception 
#1454, Fontana, California. Beverly Earl, director of 
Family and Community Services in San Bernardino 
County for Catholic Charities, gave a presentation during the luncheon. Court members were very generous with 
donations of clothing, diapers, formula and other baby-related items, including blankets handmade by members. 
Participants enjoyed playing games, visiting, and most of all, helping those in need.

Members of seven California courts gather for their annual baby shower.

Nebraska Courts Make Rosaries 
for Charity
Nebraska State Regent Ruth Krumbach suggested a statewide project: 
that Nebraska courts learn to make rosaries for nursing homes, hospitals 
and mission groups. Ann Gaul, of Court Mary Immaculate #2182, Omaha, 
Nebraska, made more than 100 rosaries for first communicants at the 
Border Ministry Casa Alexia, which aids people in need. In the photo, a first 
communicant receives one of the rosaries made by Ann Gaul.

New Jersey Court Helps Knights’ Charity
Court St. Bonaventure #1656, Lavallette, New Jersey, presented a check to Knights of Columbus Council #8415 to benefit 
Simons Soup Kitchen in Seaside Heights, New Jersey. The soup kitchen serves a hot meal to area residents in need of 
nutritious food and companionship. Simons serves 13,500 meals per year.

Court members are pictured with the baby items they collected.
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CDAInAction
Catholic Daughters Making a Difference

New York Court 
Holds Baby Shower 
for Birthright 
Court St. Gerard #1920, Centereach, 
New York, held a mock baby shower to 
help support Birthright International, 
an organization which, according to 
its website, “is a non-profit charitable 
organization that has been providing 
love and support for over 45 years to 

women facing unplanned pregnancies.” Court members purchased new baby-related items such as diapers, wipes, 
clothing and blankets and donated $250.

Left to right are Regent Donna Ferrara, Chairwomen Carol Wilkinson and Fran Zarcone.

 

In the peace of the Risen Christ,
Rev. Stephen D. Gosnell, K.H.S.
National Chaplain
Baltimore, Maryland

and resurrection of Jesus.” Mark portrays 
his community as “gender inclusive.” The 
women did not abandon Jesus as His 
male disciples did. The women frame the 
narrative; they were “looking on” to Jesus’ 
death, helped to bury His body, experienced 
the empty tomb, and were sent to proclaim 
the resurrection.

Let us always recognize the presence of 
the Risen Lord when two or three gather to 
pray over the Word of God. As I write this, I 
am looking forward to seeing you in Billings. 

National Chaplain’s Message 
Continued from page 4

New York Court Encourages Praying 
the Rosary
Court Ave Maria #832, Kings Park, New York, sponsored a banner 
on the grounds of St. Joseph Parish inviting all to learn how to pray 
the rosary. Approximately 200 adults and children responded to 
an evening where lights were lowered and candles lit while those 
present prayed the rosary. In the photo, holding the banner, left to 
right, are Maryann Helldorfer, regent, Marguerite Ford, vice regent, 
Lois Demonte, secretary, Janet McCabe, treasurer, Barbara Walker, 
financial secretary, Carolyn Flynn, liaison to Scout Troops and 
Rosemary Nuccio, chairwoman of the evening.
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Inside the 
EWTN 
Chapel.

EWTN grew from small seeds of faith 

How Mother Angelica Started an 
International Television Network 

in a Monastery Garage
By Michelle Laque Johnson

Director of Communications, EWTN Global Catholic Network
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S 

he’s a cloistered nun who started a television network with $200 and 12 nuns 

with no experience in her monastery’s garage. She’s a cable pioneer who’s been 

profiled on “60 Minutes,” and was a guest on “The Tonight Show with Johnny Carson” 

and many other popular programs. She’s Mother Mary Angelica and she is the well-

known foundress of the Eternal Word Television Network, which will celebrate its 

33rd birthday this August.

  Of course, Mother didn’t start out to build a television 
network. In January, 1957, as a young nun living in a monastery 
in Canton, Ohio, that would never have entered then Sister 
Angelica’s mind. What she did want to do was build a 

cloistered community in the south. With permission from her 
superior, she wrote a letter to Archbishop Toolen in the then 
Diocese of Mobile-Birmingham asking permission to come to 
his diocese. Archbishop Toolen said yes, and the seeds for an 

Ground-breaking ceremony for the monastery.
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apostolate — the likes of which the world had never seen – 
were planted.

When Archbishop Toolen broke ground for the monastery 
on July 24, 1961, neither he nor the nuns suspected what 
would eventually be built on this idyllic wooded property in 
Irondale, Alabama.

The new monastery was dedicated on May 20, 1962, and 
Mother immediately began giving talks in its parlor. The sisters 
sold fishing lures and roasted peanuts to support themselves, 
but they implored God to send them work that would help 
them be part of the mission of the Church.

In 1969, the Vatican gave Mother permission to continue her 
parlor talks as a missionary activity. The talks were taped and 
sold. By 1971, Bishop Joseph Vath, the first bishop of the new 
Diocese of Birmingham, began encouraging Mother to accept 
invitations to speak to Catholic groups outside the cloister. 

  In the ensuing decade, Mother would record a radio 
program, and publish mini-books on the faith. But it wasn’t 
until Mother visited a Baptist-run television station atop a 
Chicago skyscraper in March 1978 that she turned her attention 
to a new medium: television. It was then that she famously 
declared: “Lord, I gotta have one of these.”

Never one to do things by halves, Mother’s first foray into 
television was a 60-part series for the Christian Broadcast 
Network, filmed from May to August 1978.

However, in November 1978, Mother discovered that the 
station where she was filming her second series planned to air 
a blasphemous movie. She threatened to pull out. The station 

manager said that her television 
work would end without his 
facilities. Mother told him she’d 
build her own studio. The station 
manager said she couldn’t do it. 
Mother said: “You just watch me!”

  Armed with $200 and 12 
cloistered nuns with no television 
experience, Mother proceeded to 
turn the monastery garage into a 
television studio. EWTN received 
its FCC license on Jan. 27, 1981, 

making it the first Catholic satellite television station in the 
United States. A few months later, on Aug. 15, 1981, EWTN 
began broadcasting four hours a day to 60,000 homes.

Mother would go millions of dollars into debt over the 
course of building the Network, which has always been funded 
by viewer contributions, and without advertising.

  Few would have been willing to risk so much. But 
Mother said this: “You want to do something for the Lord…
do it. Whatever you feel needs to be done, even though you’re 
shaking in your boots — you’re scared to death, take the first 
step forward. The grace comes with that one step and you get 
the grace as you step. Being afraid is not a problem; it’s doing 
nothing when you’re afraid.”  Mother was no stranger to fear. 
However, she kept moving and, through the grace of God, the 
Network grew and God provided.

 From the original four hours per day of broadcasting to 24 
hours per day; from pre-taped programs to live programs, movies, 
documentaries, news and talk shows, children’s programs 
and more; from one English-speaking network to 11 networks 
in English, Spanish, German and French; from television to 
radio, shortwave, publishing, the Internet, a newspaper and 
wire services (not to mention EWTN Religious Catalogue), 
EWTN has grown from 60,000 homes to more than 230 million 
television households in 140 countries and territories.

With the support of its audience, the Network looks 
forward to celebrating another 33 years of growth, all made 
possible because of one incredible nun, who said yes to the God 
she serves so faithfully.  

Mother Angelica in the 
Radio Control Room.
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Tips for successful resolutions

Conflict Management: Part III
By Sheila Storey
National Director 

I 

n Part I, we learned the sources of conflict and how to recognize its symptoms. In 

Part II, we discussed general strategies for avoiding and minimizing the impact of 

conflicts. In this part, we will explore tactics for managing a real, unresolved conflict.

First, read and familiarize yourself with these sections 
from two National Office publications. The first is from the 
Bylaws – Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Amended July 
2012: Article XVII Improper Conduct, Section 1. Violation of 
the Bylaws (page 62).

“A. Members or Courts violating the bylaws and rules 
of THE ORDER may, after a hearing, be suspended or 
expelled after or expelled. 
B. Violations on the part of the Courts or the membership 
are primarily a local responsibility, i.e., they are dealt 
with at the jurisdictional level at which they occur. 
Appeals are to be made to the next highest jurisdictional 

body. The National Board is the final arbiter of all 
disputes and interpretations.”

The second useful section is in the Tools of the Trade, Section 
11, Attachment 1 (page 11-6), Steps Toward Resolution of Conflict.

In the interest of space, I will not quote the entire attachment 
so I urge you to read it in its entirety before proceeding. Instead I 
will offer my thoughts and suggestions based on my experience 
and other generally accepted methods.

The role of Mediator 
• When a conflict arises, the mediator must be a neutral party. 

Normally this role would fall to the Court Regent, but if 
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the Regent is involved, that responsibility would devolve to 
the District Deputy, the State Representative or the State 
Regent. Moderator neutrality is absolutely critical to success.

• The mediator’s role is to seek understanding and 
compromise among the parties and to achieve a fair and 
mutually agreed upon reconciliation of their differences. 
It is not to referee or to enforce an arbitrary settlement.

• The mediator’s initial task is fact finding. She should learn 
as much as possible about the conflict without directly 
interviewing the parties. She should avoid hearing only one 
side of an issue. She should prepare a portfolio of specified 
points of the conflict – include dates, times, and places 
where conflicts arose and possible points of resolution.

Principles of Mediation 
• Resolution of the conflict is best done quickly and at 

the lowest possible level. Delay or escalation should be 
avoided as they inevitably lead to a deeper conflict and 
a more severe impact on the court. Set a realistic time 
frame for resolving the issues.

• Confidentially of all proceedings is essential. Privacy 
encourages open and honest expression. Gossip, on the 
other hand, sabotages any chance for a successful resolution. 
At the beginning of each meeting, everyone (including the 
mediator) should affirmatively agree that the rules of the 
ORDER regarding confidentiality will be followed.

Meeting Guidelines/Suggestions 
• It’s always a good idea to start and end all meetings with a 

prayer. This sets a positive tone.
• Ideally, meetings should include all parties to avoid “she 

said/she said” situations.
• Meetings should take place at a neutral, private site (such 

as a local church or school). Both the site and timing of 
meetings should be agreeable to all parties. No one should 
feel trapped by the circumstances of a meeting.

• Everyone should have an opportunity to speak without 
interruption. An open, civil and respectful dialog should be 
encouraged. Ideally, the parties should speak to each other 
rather than to the mediator.

• Careful listening allows us to hear all points of view before 
beginning a discussion on how to solve a problem(s). It is 
often helpful for the mediator to summarize what has been 
said to assure understanding and allow an opportunity to 
correct misunderstandings.

• Meetings should focus on the central issues involved and 
avoid wasting time on tangential points.

• At the end of a meeting, the mediator should recap what 
has been said and what has been agreed to.

• An inviolable rule of mediation is that anytime a meeting 
descends into an exchange of heated words, finger pointing 
or acrimony, it must be immediately suspended. It should 
not resume until cooler heads prevail.

Reaching Consensus 
• Consensus is defined as an agreement, idea or opinion that 

is shared by all in a group.
• Before a conflict can be truly resolved, the parties must 

honestly participate in reaching consensus on the issues 
and must individually commit to following through on 
their agreement. 

• It would be helpful if each party can state what they are 
looking for in a successful resolution. It is much easier to 
achieve an objective once we know what that objective is.

• Sometimes a mutually respected and trusted third party 
can be enlisted to help carry out any agreement. This 
person can function as a go-between, helping to work 
through any rough spots.

• Successful mediation produces a solution where everyone 
wins and in which there are no losers.

Two final thoughts 
“I am sorry.” This is one of the hardest things for anyone to 

say, especially after a prolonged conflict. An apology is a sign 
of regret for one’s role in a conflict and of a desire to seek a 
reconciliation that will benefit all. The absence of an apology 
suggests that one still believes her actions were justified.

“I forgive you.” Forgiveness is crucial in a successful 
resolution. Forgiveness means abandoning the need to “get 
even” for perceived injustices. It is not about giving in or letting 
the other party “win.”

Apology and forgiveness are about 
acknowledging past mistakes and expressing 
a willingness to move forward, without bias, 
in Unity and Charity as Children of God and 
Sisters in Christ.

Sheila Storey, National Director

‘ Successful mediation 
produces a solution where 
everyone wins and in which 
there are no losers.’
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Intensive training in fund-raising

Labouré Boot Camp
By Shirley Seyfried
National Regent-Elect

D 

uring the weekend of January 10-12, 2014, National Regent Anne Nelson and I 

had a unique experience.

We had been asked by The Labouré Society, one of the 
Catholic Daughters’ charities, if the National Regent would be 
willing to serve on its board of directors. 

In order to serve on the board, one of the 
requirements was that anyone serving must 
have attended Labouré Boot Camp, so we 
were both invited to attend. One of the things 
that Anne and I learned that weekend was 
that there is not as much a lack of vocations 
in this country as there is a lack of ability for 
aspirants to enter religious life because of 
student loans. That is where The Labouré 
Society enters the picture as students partner 
with the society to raise funds to resolve their student loans.

So what is Labouré Boot Camp? As its name implies, Boot 
Camp is intensive training. In the military, we are all aware 
that boot camp is intensive training to serve in the military. 
In Labouré, Boot Camp is intensive training on fund-raising. 
Those who attend Boot Camp are the aspirants who have 
been accepted into an order or diocesan seminary and all that 
stands in the way of their vocation is their college debt. These 
aspirants apply to Labouré to help them pay off their debt so 
they can enter the convent or seminary. 

In order to get the debts paid off as quickly as possible, 
the aspirants attend Boot Camp, where they have an intensive 
weekend led by people who have had great success in fund-
raising. They are taught about writing letters to possible donors, 
making phone calls, and finally meeting with possible donors. 
They are required to spend 10 hours a week fund-raising for 
Labouré. As donors make donations or pledges, they are made 
to Labouré, but Labouré records which aspirant received the 

donation. The aspirants work as a class so that the 18 aspirants 
who were at Boot Camp in January with us all work as a 

class. Although the money brought 
in is recorded by who received it, it 
all goes into one account. At the end 
of the six months during which they 
are fund-raising, grants are given to 
the aspirants according to the amount 
of contacts they made, the amount of 
money they raised, etc., using a formula 
designed by the Labouré committee to 
disburse funds. 

The aspirants are each given a goal 
of raising $45,000 in the six-month period. Some aspirants have 
to attend more than one Boot Camp and fund-raise for more 
than six months, depending on the amount of their loans. One 
of the most moving parts of the weekend was the presentation 
by the aspirants of their vocation story. 

Aspirants are told before they come to begin preparing their 
vocation story, and while they are at Boot Camp they complete 
their story and present it to all in attendance at the Saturday 
night meal. Then they record their stories; they can be seen 
on the Labouré web site at www.LabouréSociety.org when 
you click on Aspirants and then click on class videos. Take the 
time to watch some of their videos; they are 
amazingly inspirational stories and they will 
help everyone to understand why Labouré 
was chosen as one of the charities of the 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas.

Shirley Seyfried, National Regent-Elect

http://www.LaboureSociety.org


The Catholic Daughters of the Americas 17



18 Share Magazine  •  Summer 2014

Ministry gathering focused on those in need

‘Becoming a Church that is 
Poor and for the Poor’

By Olga Samaniego
Second Vice National Regent and Spiritual Enhancement Chairman 
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D 

espite ice storms, plane delays and rerouting, Anne Nelson, national regent; 

Helene Shepherd, first vice national regent; Olga Samaniego, second vice national 

regent; and Sherry Nilles, national secretary treasurer; met in Washington, D.C., to 

attend the Catholic Social Ministry Gathering 2014. 

 More than 400 parish, diocese, and church agencies 
joined together to learn of the work of the many agencies that 
are working to help the poor in this country and abroad. The 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas was one of the sponsoring 
agencies and was recognized 
at the session as well as on all 
publications for the event.

The theme for this year’s 
gathering was “Becoming a 
Church that is Poor and for the 
Poor.” This phrase was taken from 
a speech by Pope Francis and is a 
major theme of his papacy—the 
care of the poor. The opening Mass 
was celebrated by Most Reverend 
James Soto, Bishop of Sacramento 
and Chairman of the Committee on the Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development. His homily called us to look at our lives 
and our service and to rethink how we use our resources. He 
asked us all to commit to active, hands-on service to meet the 
needs of people, saying, “Put the Gospel into action by your 
example.” We as Catholic Daughters of the Americas are doing 
this on so many levels, but we have to learn to do it more wisely 
and with more advocacy. Keynote speakers all echoed the call 
of Pope Francis to be for the poor and asked us to look again at 
how we help the needy. 

Catholic Relief Services updated us on Operation Rice 
Bowl and how it is so necessary for the work they do. All 
were encouraged to think outside the box and to implement 
Operation Rice Bowl in their parish and family. 

Many representatives of departments of the US Conference 
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) were present and gave 
informative workshops such as Beyond Crime and Punishment:  
Promoting Human Life and Dignity in the Criminal Justice 
System, Honoring the Dignity of Workers by Fighting for 
Just Wages, and The Impact of Free Trade Agreements. One 
impressive workshop was about human trafficking in the USA 
and the fact that it is happening in all parts of our country, in 
big cities and small. Another thought-provoking workshop 
focused on the plight of the women and children of Syria who 

are refugees in other neighboring countries. Catholic Relief 
Services is working on strengthening families while providing 
for the needs of displaced children. One of the most impressive 
activities is the establishment of child safe zones in refugee 

camps. In those safe zones, refugee 
children can come and be children 
and enjoy the things children do 
despite the war raging around them. 

All attendees were then offered 
some training in advocacy and 
encouraged to set up appointments 
to visit with their legislators to 
discuss their voting records and to 
encourage them to remember the 
poor and to fairly address quality 
of life issues. Sherry Nilles met 

with Representative Steve King from Kiron, Iowa, and Senator 
Charles Grassley from New Hartford, Iowa. She also met with 
Senate aides for Senator Tom Harkin, Representative David  
Loebsack, Representative Tom Latham, and Representative 
Bruce Braley. 

 Sherry stated, “Because I am a farm wife, I was interested 
in the Farm Bill. Each senator and representative explained 
his/her concerns and reasons for voting for or against the 
bill. It was a long afternoon with lots of walking between the 
offices visited. I was cordially received at each location. If at all 
possible, I would encourage everyone to contact their senators 
and representatives either in person, by email, or by sending a 
letter stating your concerns.”

 The celebrant for the closing liturgy was Most Reverend 
Richard Pates, Archbishop of Des Moines and a member of the 
Committee on International Justice and Peace. He encouraged 
us once again to pray for the needs of the poor and to put our 
faith into action daily. The entire weekend 
was an eye-opening experience and one 
we shall not soon forget. It will inform our 
actions as Catholic Daughters in the future 
and as individuals for a lifetime. 

Olga Samaniego
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National Project update

New President Assumes Helm at 
Holy Cross Family Ministries

By Tom Panas 

A 

fter 18 years as president of Holy Cross Family Ministries, one of the Catholic 

Daughter National Projects, Father John Phalen, CSC, has stepped down. Formerly 

national director of Family Theater Productions, Rev. Wilfred J. “Willy” Raymond, 

CSC, became the new president on June 30.

Father Phelan felt the time was right for change. “Eighteen 
years,” he said, “is the equivalent of three pastorates. So I’m 
looking forward to my new mission.” Father Phelan’s new 
mission is the director of novices in Lima, Peru, where he will 
supervise the formation of future Brothers and Sisters. He 
will continue to celebrate Mass at a massive church that has 
19 chapels and 200,000 parishioners. “That parish,” Father 
Phalen quips, “is really a diocese.”

When asked if being in Peru will be a major adjustment, 
Father Phalen, a member of the Hispanic Ministry 
Committee of the Congregation of Holy Cross, replied, “I’m 
used to working with the poor, particularly Latinos. There’s 
a joy about Latino culture that really attracts me. The culture 
is sensitive to suffering and understands the sorrowful 
mysteries. Hispanics, I have observed, really know what it 
means to carry the cross.”

Catholic Daughters sponsored the film “Our Lady of Fatima” in 1953.
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1-800-299-PRAY · www.HCFMstore.org 
For online prayer resources: www.FamilyRosary.org

The Family That Prays Together Stays Together

DVD $7.95

From the vaults of Family 
Theater Productions comes 
the incredible story of “Our 
Lady of Fatima.” The Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas 
working in collaboration with 
Father Peyton sponsored this feature 
film in the l950s. This powerful story 
is told in thousands of homes each 
year through television broadcast and 
retail sales. Order your copy and see what 
audiences continue to enjoy. This 59-minute 
DVD features a dramatic reenactment of the 
apparition of Our Lady to three shepherd 
children in Portugal in 1917. A great program 
for the entire family!

From the vaults of Family Theater Productions

Our Lady of Fatima
Feature film sponsored by the
Catholic Daughters of the Americas

Father Phalen is happy that while 
he was president Holy Cross was able 
to connect its headquarters with local 
missions around the world in a way that 
encouraged worshippers to pray the 
rosary in their own way according to 
local preference and tradition. He is also 
pleased about the family institute Holy 
Cross established in India to help people 
suffering from addictions, abuse and 
poverty. “Many families are in distressing 
situations that create significant 
obstacles to praying the rosary together,” 
Father Phalen said. “We are trying to 
help them, to clear the way for them to 
pray the Rosary and help their lives. We 
have a similar institute in Peru.”

New President Father Willy had 
been director of External Relations 
in Hollywood for Holy Cross Family 
Ministries for 14 years. We often think of 
Hollywood as overly secular, sometimes 
even to the point of decadence, but 
Father Willy explains that it used to 
be different. “In the 1940s and 50s,” he 
explains, “Father Peyton (founder of 
Holy Cross Family Ministries and the 
phrase ‘The Family that Prays Together 
Stays Together’) was like a pastor in 
Hollywood. He was in touch with stars 
like Frank Sinatra and Loretta Young. 
The Catholic presence then was strong. 
Films directed by Catholic directors such 
as Frank Capra (‘It’s a Wonderful Life’ 
and ‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington’), Leo 
McCarey (‘The Bells of St. Mary’s’) and 
Alfred Hitchcock portrayed Catholics in 
a positive light. In those days there was 
the Legion of Decency, and Hollywood 
was very attentive to the opinion of the 
Catholic bishops.”

“During and after the 1960s, there 
was a lot of deregulation, and standards 
for what is proper and improper for mass 
audiences changed. Today’s society is a 
lot more secular than back then.” 

Bucking the secularist trend, Family 
Theater Productions holds a weekly Holy 
Hour for Hollywood, and Father Willy is 



22 Share Magazine  •  Summer 2014

supervising re-mastering all the movies in the Holy Cross film 
archives. Among them is “Our Lady of Fatima,” to which the 
Catholic Daughters contributed $30,000 when it was produced 
in 1953.

Father Willy also plans to use film and the social media with 
which he has become so familiar and proficient to spread the 
good news about the gospel, Catholicism and the mission of 
the church. “I’ve been close to very committed young Catholics 
who really want to make a difference with the talent and energy 
they bring to bear through social media. I believe it can be a 
powerful tool for evangelization,” he says.

He fully intends to maintain the strong relationship and 
long-standing tradition between Holy Cross Family Ministries 
and the Catholic Daughters. Susan Wallace, director of External 
Relations, who joined Holy Cross Family Ministries the same 
year as Father Willy, adds, “This is a fresh start for all of us. I 
think the Catholic Daughters are going to get to know and love 
Father Willy. He has a wonderful spirit that will fit right in with 
the Catholic Daughters.”

Father Phalen adds, “Well, I’d like to add a word of thanks 
to the Catholic Daughters. They’ve been with us right from the 

beginning in 1946, and in 1953 helped us tremendously with 
our film on the Lady of Fatima, which, by the way, is available 
today in retail and broadcast. They have been a steadfast and 
supportive ally through the years.”

“The relationship Holy Cross has with the Catholic 
Daughters is critical and takes many forms,” Susan says. 
“You have been very generous to us, not only with your 
significant financial contributions, but with your prayers and 
promotional support, which have been incredibly helpful and 
are much appreciated.”

Susan concludes, “People who love Mary, love mothers; 
and the Catholic Daughters are mothers, aunts, sisters and 
daughters -- all warm Mother Mary images. Father Peyton 
had such a great and profound love of Mary, Mother of God, 
which was the foundation of Holy Cross’s 
relationship with the Catholic Daughters. 
The fact that it continues apace today is a 
sign of the strength, holiness and longevity 
of our friendship.”

Tom Panas

CDA Scholarships Make a 
Real Difference
By Arline Rich
National Director and Youth/JCDA Chairman
 

More than 200 young students applied for the Catholic Daughters 

Youth Scholarships in 2013.

Liesel D. Raabe of Floresville, Texas, was the recipient of the JCDA 

$1,000 Scholarship for a Junior Catholic Daughter entering college. James 

(Jimmy) Mazzone of Weirton, West Virginia, received the $500 Scholarship 

for an 8th grader entering 9th grade in a Catholic High School. 

Liesel and Jimmy sent the following thank you notes. 

Dear Ms. Rich:

Thank you for awarding me the National Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas JCDA Scholarship. It is greatly appreciated and will be used 

towards furthering my education at Texas A&M University. I will be 

pursuing a degree in Education, to become a math teacher, so that I may 

be able to help the youth of our nation be able to succeed in the world.

Thank you!

Liesel D. Raabe

Ms. Rich:

Just a short note to say thank you and 

express my deepest gratitude for being 

awarded the Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas National Youth Scholarship. I 

am both humbled and honored to receive 

this scholarship. The money will go a long 

way toward my tuition and expenses 

at Weirton Madonna High School. More 

importantly, the support that I have 

received from the Catholic Daughters will 

further my development as a Christian 

and a Catholic.

Again. Thank You So Very Much!!

Sincerely, 

Jimmy Mazzone, Class of 2017

 

We wish Liesel and Jimmy and all the 

wonderful students who applied for 

the scholarships happiness and success 

during their school years. 
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A time to bond, a time to serve

National Directors Share 
Their Memories

By Vickie Feist
National Director

Y 

our nine National Directors are a very diverse group of women representing 

an assortment of ages, lifestyles, years of CDA membership, family status, and 

life experiences. 

There are women who have served two years on the 
National Board, women who have served four years, and even 
one who has served six years as national director. Despite 
their differences, they share a deep love of our Lord God, our 
Blessed Mother, our Holy Catholic Church, and of the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas.

As their term of office comes to an end and a change in 
the members of the National Board is just around the corner, 

your directors find themselves reminiscing about the journey 
of the last two years. When we sit and visit, sometimes with 
teasing laughter or tears but always with a deep sense of 
warm companionship, the conversation is never lacking. The 
following are just a few of the thoughts shared regarding the 
duties, experiences, and rewards we experienced. 

The duties of a director always evoke a variety of memories. 
In regards to her journeys to board meetings and conventions, 

Ruth Guidry commented, “My 
travels to the different states have 
been enlightening for me.” Arline 
Rich speaks of what the various 
directors must do to prepare for 
each board meeting: “I was always 
asking myself: ‘did I bring all the 
papers, 16 copies of each, stapled and 
hole punched?’” Mary Ann Kizer 
said, “State board meetings, state 
conventions, and state workshops 
were opportunities to meet many 
dedicated Catholic Daughters.  I 
was fortunate to serve as national 
membership chairman and shared 
my CDA membership power point 
with many CDA members to use for 
recruiting purposes.”

I myself remember the first 
board meeting, listening to the Remembering as CDA members gather for Walk/Run for Love in Omaha, Nebraska.
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assignments, articles, reports due, the outlines and scripts for 
each presentation done as national director, and thinking, “This 
is not a job of shaking hands and kissing babies.” 

Directors also speak often about their shared experiences. 
Several directors talk about how wonderful it is to work with 
and be part of a great group of women. The fondest memory 
for many was being installed at the cathedral in Omaha. 
There are smiles and some laughter while the directors talk 
about 15 women in one hotel, sharing rooms, eating, working, 
playing together for one purpose: Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas. Such a shared togetherness. 

It can be a little scary in the beginning, but gradually we 
become a sisterhood.  Our skills of sharing time, listening 
and working together have been expanded.  Many directors 
speak of how the board becomes like a family of friends, and 
they find themselves asking, “When is the next meeting?” 
Several directors refer to how wonderful it is to know when 
an assignment is given that there are helping hands, fellow 
board members to listen to their ideas and thoughts, and how 
special prayers storm heaven when you need them. Arline 
Rich so beautifully summed up the feelings of many when 
she said “It is a wonderful feeling, an extra hug, a smile, a 
special ‘Daughtership’ that is ours.    The memories of this 
‘Daughtership’ are a special gift.” 

There are many chuckles as the ladies talk about the 
experiences of wondering who will be their roommate for 
this board meeting, struggling with luggage through the 
airport, and those oh-so-fun van rides. Memories of hearing 
“is everyone here, lets count 1,2,3..., the car is waiting, who 
has her cell phone number, and who will ride in the trunk 
area of the van” elicit more laughter. They also speak of an 
endless flow of e-mails, board meetings that last from early 
morning to sometimes late at night, of being told “I’d best 

not sit next to a couple of people during meetings because 
we get too chatty,” and wondering whose turn it is to bring 
the snacks for the upcoming board meeting. It is awesome 
listening to a group of such bright and articulate women 
work to solve problems, make plans, and then consider the 
future of this incredible organization. 

And last but certainly not least, the directors speak with 
an almost palpable deep appreciation about the rewards of 
the last two years of service. They agree that these past two 
years have been a wonderful educational experience and that 
the friendships with the many more dear friends acquired 
will never be forgotten. This ‘Daughtership’ is seen as a special 
gift from God as is the gift of the Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas. Many will always cherish the fond memories and be 
truly grateful for the love and support they have experienced 
with fellow board members. 

I know that in my experience, I have worked harder than I 
ever thought I would, developed deeper friendships than I ever 
dreamed of, learned more about how our dear CDA functions 
internally and externally than I ever expected, and I have 
treasured the chance to serve my states and the many women 
who called for help with questions about the contests I chaired 
more than I ever anticipated. 

Your national directors thank you for 
entrusting us with the awesome privilege of 
serving you during these past two years and 
rejoice in the part each of you has played in 
their CDA journey.

Vickie Feist

1.888.254.4CDU ext. 700
admissions@cdu.edu          www.cdu.edu
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‘ It can be a little scary in the 
beginning, but gradually we 
become a sisterhood.’
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In Memoriam

Remembering Legal Counsel 
Joseph ‘Joe’ Leary

By Tom Panas

M 

any of you know that the Catholic Daughters legal counsel, Joe Leary, died 

recently. He was 88 years old. Joe was a loyal supporter of the Catholic Daughters, a 

trusted advisor to whom our leadership turned for all matters legal.

One of Joe’s sons, Rev. Dan Leary of St. Andrew the Apostle 
Church in Silver Spring, Maryland, knew that the Catholic 
Daughters meant the world to Joe. “My dad felt that the 
Catholic Daughters were a very important part of the mission 
of the Church,” Father Dan says. “He felt it was necessary for 
these wonderful women to have a voice in the Church and in 
the culture. The Catholic Daughters were much, much more to 
dad than a ‘client.’”

Past National Regent Libby Ramirez agrees. “Joe always had 
our Catholic Daughters of the Americas foremost in his mind. He 
cared. He wanted us to be not only legally correct but also to be 
kind and compassionate. I enjoyed working with him. Sometimes 
I would present him with a question or problem, and he would 
say, ‘Lib, give me a few days to think about it.’ His writing wasn’t 
the clearest in the world, but I got pretty good at deciphering it.” 

She adds, “I recall the day the Executive Committee went 
to visit him at a retirement village. He had told anyone who 
would listen that the Catholic Daughters of the Americas were 
visiting. When we arrived, everyone at the retirement village 
was waiting to see us. When I think of Joe Leary, I think of the 
great kind man that he was.”

Joe was born December 10, 1925, in Annapolis, Maryland. 
He was four years old when the Great Depression hit. Life 
became hard for young Joe and the Leary family. For example, 
his dad washed paper plates and hung them on the clothesline 
to dry and be used again.

In 1933 Joe was given the job of bell-ringer at St. Mary’s, 
the family church. He was paid $2 a week. St. Mary’s became 

his second home, where he cut grass, polished pews and 
worked as a young sacristan. The church fed him, both 
physically and spiritually.

During World War II Joe served aboard the SS Sylvester 
Escalante, a merchant marine ship in the Pacific. He later 
married a girl he was exchanging letters with while on 
ship, Barbara Ryan, and together they raised six children 
in Bethesda, Maryland: Sean (deceased), Moira, Megan 
(deceased), Michael, Timothy and Dan. The family joined the 
Church of the Little Flower, became active in the parish and 
CYO, and enrolled all six children in the church school.

Joe and Barbara helped open the home for Mother Teresa’s 
Sisters and Joe was a huge supporter of Rev. Horace McKenna, 
a local priest who was committed to helping the poor.

Timothy remembers Joe’s love for the poor. “Sometimes 
my dad would walk down an alley and spy someone down 
on their luck and give them his coat. We kids sometimes 
wondered why dad didn’t give the coat to us.” Timothy 
laughs, “ But of course we understood his generosity in the 
spirit of Christ.”

When Joe encountered a rough patch in his life he began 
attending 6:30 AM Mass every day. He didn’t miss one of those 
morning Masses for 11 years.

Past National Regent Rayola McLaughlin remembers the 
first meeting with Joe on June 12, 1990, after he accepted 
membership on the CDA National Legislative Council. In 
a memo regarding the meeting, Rayola wrote “We will be 
meeting with our Counsel, Mr. Joseph P. Leary, Esq., who is 
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our mentor in this significant endeavor. This is, indeed, going 
to be a monumental task of putting our faith into action.” 
Rayola recalls how inspiring Joe’s legal knowledge and 
commitment to the Catholic Daughters were.

Joe’s devotion to the Catholic Daughters stayed with him 
until the end. In his final days, he told family members who 
had gathered by his side that he wanted to be sure the Catholic 
Daughters were legally taken care of and all matters were up to 
date. Timothy remembers, “when my dad entered the hospital 
in January, he was very ill and knew the end would be coming. 
Nevertheless, he said to me, ‘Get my legal pad and pen. I’ve got 
a meeting with the Daughters coming up and I’ve got to get my 
thoughts down.’”

First Vice National Regent Helene Shepard had a similar 
experience. “I had the permission of our National Regent, 
Anne Nelson, to call Joe directly regarding a legal financial 
matter for one of the states that I supervise.  At the time Joe 
was very sick and filled with pain, but nevertheless he called 
me back to discuss the matter and advise me with words of 
wisdom and complete knowledge of the situation. That made 
a huge impression on me,” she remembers. 

Timothy recalls that on the Wednesday before he died, 
there was a Healing Mass celebrated by Father Leary, Joe’s son, 
at St. Andrew parish. “Dad was very weak, but with help from 
his assistant Maggie and good friend Sharon, he was able to 
view the Mass on a computer connected to the Internet,” says 
Timothy Leary. “Dad later told me that tears were rolling down 
his face as he burst with sadness and pride watching his son 
celebrate what was to be dad’s final Mass. He kept repeating, 
“To think…that a son of mine; to think…that a son of mine…”

National Regent Anne Nelson recalls a touching moment 
during Joe’s final days: “As often happens to us when the end 
approaches, Joe’s mind wandered a bit. At one point he said 
to Timothy, ‘I think the Catholic Daughters have replaced me 
with a young guy and I’m going to reapply for the job.’ If I had 
been there, I would have reassured him, ‘Don’t you worry, Joe; 
you’re irreplaceable.’”

Helene Shepard concludes, “I think that he was a gentle 
man who served the Catholic Daughters with tremendous 
understanding and compassion. Just as Joe prepared us for 
our work with CDA, so too, I am sure that the Lord said to Joe, 
‘Come, I have prepared a place for you.’”

Past National Regent Claudia Bosch chats 
with Joe at his birthday party. “I loved that 
man,” Claudia said. “ When Joe called me 
at home and Jim (Claudia’s husband, now 
deceased) would answer, he and Joe would 
talk for awhile, and then Jim would say, 
“Honey, it’s your boyfriend!” Ha!  Then I 
knew it was Joe!!”

Offering birthday cake and a prayer celebrating Joe’s 
birthday at the retirement village where he stayed, 
are, left to right, National Regent Anne Nelson, Past 
National Regent Libby Ramirez and Past National 
Regent Claudia Bosch.
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New educational standards are controversial

Catholic Colleges Do Not Support 
Common Core Standards

By Margaret Sitte
National Legislative Chairman

C 

ommon Core, a new set of national standards for what children must learn, is 

becoming a real political hot potato.

Although 45 states adopted the new standards, Indiana 
recently rejected them. Many Catholic and Christian schools 
have adopted them also, but increasingly bishops are speaking 
out against them. Last October more than 130 Catholic college 
professors including Scott Hahn, Anthony Esolen and Gerard 
Bradley wrote to all the country’s bishops, saying Common 
Core is doing “a grave disservice to Catholic education.” 
Across the country, parents, teachers and administrators are 
realizing the standards are a grave disservice to public school 
children also.  

The development of the Common Core was funded by the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation through the non-profit 
progressive group, Achieve. This group took the standards to the 
National Governor’s Association and the Council of Chief State 
School Officers to gain implementation. No members of state 
legislatures were ever consulted.

The Obama Administration told governors they could 
apply for Race to the Top grant funds and avoid No Child Left 
Behind sanctions if they would accept the standards, so most 
governors complied. The standards weren’t even written at 
the time. The governors had to accept the standards to find 
out what was in them. 

At the current time only mathematics, English and science 
standards have been released, but they are already creating quite 
the controversy. Professors James Milgram and Sandra Stotsky, 
who served on the validation committee, refused to sign the final 
math and English standards because of their concerns. 

The major complaint with the math standards is the 
cumbersome methods used to teach basic skills and the lowering 
of expectations in high school. The English standards comprise 

a major shift from reading fiction to studying government 
documents, including President Obama’s Executive Orders. 
In high school, reviewers have labeled some of the suggested 
materials soft porn. The science standards are heavily laden with 
population control, anti-fossil fuels, and climate change. 

The Catholic college professors wrote, “this ‘reform’ is really 
a radical shift in emphasis, goals, and expectations for K-12 
education, with the result that Common Core-educated children 
will not be prepared to do authentic college work.” They urged 
the bishops to abandon the standards. The letter said, “Common 
Core shortchanges the central goals of all sound education 
and surely those of Catholic education: to grow in the virtues 
necessary to know, love, and serve the Lord, to mature into a 
responsible, flourishing adult, and to contribute as a citizen to 
the process of responsible democratic self-government.”

The Obama Administration awarded $300 million in grants 
to two separate organizations to develop tests aligned to the 
Common Core. The tests are completely computerized and 
geared to each individual. Even the ACT and the SAT, the two 
most used college entrance exams, are being rewritten to align 
with the Common Core. 

Perhaps the biggest concern of all is the data collection and 
federal data mining. In all 50 states, federal stimulus dollars were 
used to fund Statewide Longitudinal Data Systems. More than 
400 data points are collected on each child, including religious 
and political affiliation. The data are used to create a cradle-to-
grave dossier on each individual, combining everything from 
driving records; vital statistics; elementary, high school and 
college records; work history and earnings reports into one 
central system.
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Taking time for reflection

The Gift of You
By Olga Samaniego

Second Vice National Regent and Spiritual Enhancement Chairman 

B 

y this time of year, most of the members of our courts are badly in need of some 

rest and relaxation. 

We have worked hard. We 
have cooked, cleaned, built, 
sold, baked, met, listened, 
and prayed together. We have 
mourned together, and we have 
rejoiced. I know God’s people 
were blessed by our efforts, and 
so we take this well-deserved, 
short break before we start 
again. As we prepare to take 
an all too short summer hiatus, 
however, it is wise to reflect on 
our service during the last year. 

While it is important to 
evaluate our activities, we 
should not just focus on what 
we did. It is certain that every 
cause we undertook and every 
project we worked on was 
worthwhile or we would not have done it. It is vital, however, 
that we focus on HOW we completed our tasks. What was 
our attitude as we worked? What did people observe in us 
as we were working? When we come right down to it, the 
underlying purpose of everything we do is to witness to our 
faith in Jesus. Everything we do is to spread the good news 
that Jesus is Lord! Whether we are building a home or raising 
money for a food bank, we are witnessing God’s love for His 
people. We are striving, through our actions, to help others to 
come to know God. 

Were all of our actions, all of our good works negated by 
our attitudes? If people saw strife, stress, strained relationships, 
discontent, or anger, we failed in our primary mission. If they 
see us as unhappy or moaning that it is yet again “our turn” 

while someone else never 
takes her turn, then we don’t 
need to work on someone 
else’s attitude, we need to work 
on our own. If we truly believe 
that we are serving God, then 
what people should see is JOY! 
Showing joy does not mean 
that we must be perky all the 
time or laughing like loons. It 
does mean that they should 
see the joy in us that comes 
from knowing and loving God 
and from knowing that we 
are perfectly loved by God in 
return. They should see us at 
peace with one another and 
happy to help out in whatever 
capacity we can. 

While we are resting our bodies this summer, let us pray 
that God also renew and refresh our minds and our hearts. 
Let us pray that He grant us the gift of JOY in our service. Let 
us each ask God to help us to put away the “Me” and embrace 
the “US” that is inherent in the fact that we belong to a blessed 
sisterhood. Mother Teresa once said, “Joy is prayer—Joy is 
strength– Joy is Love—Joy is the net of love by which you can 
catch Souls.” Let us pray for that gift of joy 
so that when we return next year, we will be 
prepared not just to give money or things to 
others but to give ourselves. May the joy and 
peace of the Risen Lord be with you! 

Olga Samaniego 

‘We are striving, through 
our actions, to help others 

to come to know God.’
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Nebraska Court Supports High 
School Students
 
Court St. Charles #472, Lincoln, Nebraska, awarded scholarships 
to Melanie and Natalie Cordry, students at Pius X High School in 
Lincoln, Nebraska. Melanie, a senior, and Natalie, a sophomore, 
are sisters in a family of nine children. They perform in the 
marching and concert bands and SOADA (Students Organized 
Against Drugs and Alcohol). The sisters hope to attend college, 

where they plan to major in math education and history, respectively. This is the second year that Court St. Charles has 
awarded two $500 scholarships to Pius X High School students.

left to right, are Mary Anne Classen, financial secretary, Marvalee Richardson, regent, Melanie Cordry, Natalie Cordry, Alice Rotter, vice regent, Rose 
Nannen, treasurer and Judi Elder, recording secretary. 

Ohio Court 
Shares Luncheon 
with Juniors
Court Delphos #707, Delphos, Ohio, 
shared a luncheon with Junior Catholic 
Daughters and their mothers on 
JCDA Sunday. Chaplain Rev. Dave 
Reinhart celebrated Mass, which was 
followed by luncheon at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall in Delphos. Regent Jennifer Craig welcomed the juniors and presented them with a one-decade rosary 
and prayer card. A decade of the rosary was prayed by all and the JCDA Act of Consecration was recited. JCDA leader 
Lindsey Teman spoke of the juniors’ goals and accomplishments, Vice Regent Doris Lindeman addressed the importance of 
membership to the Catholic Daughters and Father Reinhart concluded with beneficial words of wisdom.

Juniors are joined by their mothers, court officers and members, and Father Reinhart.

Virginia Court Welcomes 
New Juniors
Junior Court Kavanaugh #54, Alexandria, 
Virginia, received 26 new members on JCDA 
Sunday in February. The ceremony took place 
during the 5:00 PM Mass at Saint Mary’s Catholic 
Church in Alexandria. Each new member was 
presented with a JCDA pin by Helen Lynch, 
senior court regent (left in photo). Assisting 
with the ceremony were Virginia State Regent 

Elizabeth Scheuren (back row, left) and State Treasurer Betty McAndrews (back row, right).  Junior Court Kavanaugh #54 was 
instituted in June, 2010.
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Arkansas Court Wins Trivia Fund-raiser
Court Mother of Divine Mercy #2656, Hot Springs, Arkansas, sponsored 
the first-place table at St. John’s Catholic School Annual Trivia Fund-raiser. 
Last year, the table they sponsored won second place. Catholic Daughters 
alternates with St. John’s School to sponsor the projects and Court Mother 
of Divine Mercy will host the next Trivia Fun Night in July, with proceeds 
going toward Catholic Daughter National Projects and National Charities. 

The table of the winning team, with people from Hot Springs and Hot 
Springs Village.

 

California Court Holds Baby Shower to 
Benefit Pregnancy Services
Court Guardian Angel #1520, Montebello, California, held a 
baby shower and luncheon to benefit Guadalupe Pregnancy 
Services. Guadalupe Pregnancy Services, according to its website, 
provides “education on alternatives to abortion, abstinence, fetal 
development, parenting and post-abortion help to the community 
at large.” Court Guardian Angel says that the services include spiritual counseling and assistance with baby layettes, toiletries, 
cribs and more. The gifts from the baby shower were presented to Director Louisa Day.

At the shower surrounding their baby gifts are, left to right, Rosemarie Melendez, Dolores and Carmel Elizarraraz, Joann Sandoval, Irma Day, 
Isabel Perkins, Irene Gomez, regent, Theresa La Madrid, Eileen Viera, Virginia Solano, Olivia Flores, Nancie Rose, Eva Tellez and Lillian Gaitan.

Guam Courts 
Join Governor for 
Proclamation Signing
In the Governor’s Conference Room 
during Guam Governor Eddie B. Calvo’s 
signing of the proclamation for National 

Catholic Daughters Day are members from three Guam courts: Court Maria Rainan Y Familia #2450, Tamuning; Court 
Santa Barbara #2655, Dedado; and Court Our Lady of Camarin #2047, Hagatna. 

Maryland Institutes 
New Court
Court St. Ambrose, Patron of the Beekeeper #2676, 
Baltimore, Maryland, was instituted at St. Ambrose 
Parish in Baltimore with 29 charter members. Mass 
was celebrated by Pastor and Court Chaplain, Rev. Paul 
Zaborowski. Members of Court St. Bernardine’s #2387, Baltimore, Maryland, provided a luncheon following Mass. 

Surrounded by charter members, the new court officers are, left to right, Debbie Chase, treasurer, Trina Jones-Brown, financial secretary, 
Portia Blue, regent, Shelley Tyler, vice regent and S. Ann Johnson, recording secretary.
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New Jersey Court Holds Day of Recollection
Court St. Elizabeth Ann Seton #2124, Riverton, New Jersey, held a Day 
of Recollection with Rev. Bruce Lewandowski as moderator. Father 
Lewandowski, a Redemptorist priest, made all attendees fully aware of 
the presence of God’s love. The Day of Recollection was a very spiritual 
experience for all 88 who attended.

Father Lewandowski addresses the 88 attendees during the Day of Recollection.

North Carolina Quilting 
Ministry Celebrates 10 Years
Court Sacred Heart #1759, Salisbury, North Carolina, has 
a Quilting Ministry in which court members sew quilts 
for organizations that help those in need. Among those 
who benefit from the quilters’ skill and compassion are 
Room at the Inn, which assists parishioners who are 
ill and homebound; the Pregnancy Support Center; a 
shelter for physically abused women; and the hospice unit of the Veterans Affairs Medical Center.

Court Sacred Heart members and their helpers, from left to right, are Ruth Bowles, Ellen Waterworth, Monica Alfonsi, Irene Grigoletti, Janet 
Buige, Vickie Kotlarz, regent, Phyllis Renn, Shelley Lenhausen and Diane Bruendl, quilting ministry coordinator.

Texas Court Hosts Biennial Multi-District Meeting

Court Daughters of St. Elizabeth of Hungary #2584, Alice, Texas, hosted a biennial multi-district meeting that included 
members of courts from many Texas cities. The gathering began with Mass and Reception of New Members (25 were received) 
con-celebrated by Monsignor Leonard Pivonka, pastor, St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish in Alice and chaplain of Court #2584; 
Rev. Julian Cabrera, pastor, Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, and chaplain for Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe Court #2426, Alice; 
and Rev. Pete Elizardo, pastor, St. Joseph Parish in Alice, and chaplain for Court St. Jude Thaddeus #1770, Alice. Texas State 
Regent Peggy Rosales, First Vice State Regent Eve Trevino and Second Vice State Regent Rosie Stockwell joined the more 
than 230 Catholic Daughters present.

Front row, left to right, are Father Elizardo, Seminarian Marc Joseph Zamora, Altar Servers from St. Joseph and St. Elizabeth of Hungary 
Parish, Eve Trevino, Peggy Rosales, Monsignor Pivonka, Rosie Stockwell, State Chairman Iris Hinojosa, banner bearers Mary Garcia, Juana 
Garcia and Belinda G. Perez, Deacon Daniel Franco and Father Cabrera. Standing behind are district deputies, officers, members, new 
members and Knights of Columbus from St. Joseph and Our Lady of Guadalupe councils. 

News&Notes
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Iowa Courts Honor District Deputy
Terri Dynek enjoys her role as district deputy for Court St. Anthony #330, Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, and Court Our Lady of the Holy Rosary #2476, Glenwood, Iowa. Terri’s journey with 
the Catholic Daughters began in 1984 when she was a member of Court Our Lady of 
Perpetual Adoration #2036, Bellevue, Nebraska. She left the court when she moved to 
Iowa in 1988, returning to the Catholic Daughters when she became a member of Court Our 
Lady of the Holy Rosary in 2000. It was a new court and Terri was the first regent. She has 
also been Iowa State Secretary.

Maryland Court Recognizes 
Contributions of African 
American Women
In 2010, the Education Committee of Court St. Francis 
Xavier #2257, Baltimore, Maryland, established the Unsung 
Black Catholic Woman Award. The committee realized 
that there was little information about Catholic African 
American women who had made significant contributions 
to the Catholic Church and the community. The award 

is presented annually during Black History Month as one way of educating the parish, youth and the community on the 
accomplishments and service of women who have been pillars of their family, church and community. 

Nominations are submitted by friends, family members and others. Each recipient receives a framed certificate, a gift card 
for dinner and recognition at a special Mass in her honor. Since its inception, 26 women have received the award. This year two 
members of Court St. Francis Xavier received the award, Vanda Chambers and Past National Director Lucretia Coates. Other 
deserving honorees were Dorothy Mello, Jackie Hart, Gwen Williams and Natalie Mello Hare, members of “historic” St. Francis 
Xavier Church in Baltimore, the first African American Catholic Faith Community in the country, founded in 1793.

Left to right, are Vanda Chambers, Lucretia Coates, Jackie Hart, Dorothy Mello, Natalie Mello Hare and Gwen Williams. At the podium on the 
upper left of the picture, left to right, are Valarie Grays, education chairman, and Jessica Hurtt, regent, Court St. Francis Xavier.

Massachusetts: Have Dog Will Travel
Past Massachusetts State JCDA Chairman Christine Goodreau, of Court St. Bernadette 
#2410, Framingham, Massachusetts, which she helped organize, and her hearing dog, 
Addie, are often seen at state and local Catholic Daughter events. Christine, a working 
mother of two daughters, one a pre-teen and the other a teenager, finds time to volunteer 
for Catholic Daughters, the Church and the community-at-large despite hearing loss and 
poor eyesight. Addie is a tremendous help to Christine. A yellow lab, Addie accompanies 
Christine on the days that she works at a local private pre-school center. The children 
love Addie and have made her their school mascot. Addie has been especially trained for 
Christine’s needs, for example, letting her know when the alarm clock goes off, when the 
smoke alarm is triggered and when the doorbell rings. 

Terri Dynek 

Christine Goodreau 
with Addie.
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Nebraska Court 
Growing Rapidly
Since late last year Court Little Flower #988, 
Columbus, Nebraska, has received 24 new 
members. In the photo are nine who became 
Catholic Daughters on November 11, 2013. 
They are, sitting from left to right, Kelli Faltys 
(holding her daughter Chloe), Marilyn Schaefer, 
Jane Kobza, Joan Van Dyke, Bonice Soulliere, 
Bernie Hergott, Linda Masek and Janet Bouc. 
Standing in support of the new court members 

are, left to right, Flag Bearers Loretta Ciecior, Jan Paprocki and Janet Dobesh, Vice Regent Gloria Rinkol, Rev. Tim Forget, 
Regent Cathy Garbers, Treasurer Carolyn Wulff, Banner Bearers Barbara Savage and Laverne Malmstrom, and the ninth new 
member, Lorie Naughtin.

New York Court Member Heads Pajama Program for 
Needy Children
Lucia DeFeo, of Court Father John P. Mooney #1921, Mahopac, New York, was named president 
of the newly-established Putnam County Chapter of the Pajama Program. Through Lucia’s 
leadership this year pajamas and books have been donated to hundreds of children. Pajamas 
have been donated to Birthright, The Women’s Resource Center in Mahopac and the Putnam 
Social Services Center for children waiting to be adopted. She has worked on fund-raisers 
with the Girl Scouts of America, Catholic Daughter programs and the Putnam Valley High 
School children as part of their Make a Difference program, raising $5000 for the Pajama 
Program. At the Italian American Club of Mahopac, Lucia helped organize a pajama party 
which resulted in 250 pairs of pajamas and 150 books. Lucia said, “You don’t realize how lucky 
you are until you participate in organizations that involve children.”

Texas Welcomes Newest Court 
Texas State Regent Peggy Rosales welcomed the 232nd Texas court, Court 
St. Theresa Benedicta of the Cross #2668, Denton. The celebration began 
at Blessed John Paul II University Chapel radiating God’s love and peace. 
During Mass celebrated by Rev. Kyle Walterscheid, 17 new members were 
received. Following Mass the members held their first court meeting, officer 
installation and a reception with fellowship and good wishes from other 
courts in the area. 

Front row, left to right, are Tiffany Gutierrez, secretary, Julie Garrison, regent and Natalie Paules, vice regent. Back row, left to right, are Eve 
Trevino, first vice state regent, Peggy Rosales, state regent, Stephanie Sayler, financial secretary, Rev. Kyle Walterscheid, court chaplain, Rosie 
Stockwell, second vice state regent, Rebecca Brown, state treasurer and Valerie McBride, treasurer.

Lucia DeFeo
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Centennial 
Anniversary for 
Louisiana Court
Court Eunice #208, Eunice, Louisiana, celebrated its 100th 
anniversary with Mass celebrated by Most Rev. Michael Jarrell, 

Bishop of Lafayette, Louisiana. Founded in 1913 with 26 members, Court Eunice has 120 members from the Eunice parishes of 
St. Anthony of Padua, St. Thomas Moore and St. Lawrence of Mowata.

Following Mass, court members gathered together with celebrants, altar servers, and state and local officers.

New Mexico Court 
Celebrates 70th Anniversary
Members and officers of Court Our Lady of Belen 
#1359, Belen, New Mexico, shared the celebration of 
their court’s 70th anniversary with many, including 
Rev. Stephen Schultz, pastor, Our Lady of Belen 
Church, New Mexico state officers, officers from neighboring courts, 4th Degree Knights of Columbus and invited guests. 
In the photo, all gather outside the church.

 

Oklahoma Court Celebrates 90 Years
Court Salve Regina #847, El Reno, Oklahoma, celebrated its 90th anniversary 
with Mass during which court members served as Eucharistic Ministers, 
ushers and readers. Court members and guests then enjoyed a catered dinner 
followed by a cake served by the youth of El Reno’s Sacred Heart Parish. Rev. 
Mark Mason, Deacon Lloyd Menz and Oklahoma state officers shared in the 

celebration. In the photo, the original charter from 1924, restored after damage from fire and flood, hangs on the wall behind 
the group to the right of the crucifix.

 

Virginia Court Celebrates 80 Years 
Court St. Francis #1206, Staunton, Virginia, celebrated its 
80th anniversary with Mass at St. Francis of Assisi Church followed 
by a catered luncheon in the parish hall. Court St. Francis is the 
second oldest court in the Commonwealth of Virginia and still has 
its original charter from 1933.

Front row, left to right, are Regent Judy Marie Ruble, Vice-Regent Nancy Davis 
and Recording Secretary Frances Salanovich; second row left to right, are  
ean Veronesi, Susan Walsh, National Director Sheila Storey, Virginia State Court 
Treasurer and District Deputy Eileen Dumansky, Mary Ann Steele, Financial Secretary Mary Painter, Treasurer Joan Walsh, Jane Cacciapaglia 
and Rev. Joe Wamala. Third row, left to right, are Donna Vass, Mary Ryan, Susan Scharf, Grace Ullrich, Deann Reed, Camille Mahone, 
Martha Barnas, Lucia Retrosi and Carmela Petrosino; top row, left to right, are Kelsie Harman, Jan Harman, Linda Tracy, Joan Murphy, 
Diane Ostermann, Past Regent Patrice Tisdelle and Joan Gregory.

For more 
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Illinois Court Holds Spaghetti Lunch 
Fund-Raiser 
Court West Chicago #432, West Chicago, Illinois, held its Fifth 
Annual Spaghetti Luncheon, at which typically 150 guests 
attend. Members supply home-baked desserts and there are 
two raffles: a “50/50” raffle and another with prizes donated by 
the members. In the photo, taking a moment before continuing 
their fund-raising activities are, seated, left to right, Trini Cantu, 

Illinois state regent, Olympia Fokta, Eleanor Parsons and Anna Co. Middle row, standing, left to right, are Rita Thomas, Marilyn 
Earley, Pat Scheckel, Mary Ann Radkiewicz, Alice Tinnes, Sylvia Mosier, regent, Linda Alaniz and Kathy Nagy. Back row, left to 
right, are Carol Vignes, Jan Lootens, Karen Candusso, Karen Carlson, Pat Grothe, Therese Munday and Georgene O’Dwyer.

New York Court Helps Women Facing 
Unplanned Pregnancy
Court St. Bridget #265, Ilion, New York, made a donation to Care Net in Herkimer, New 
York. Care Net provides free confidential services for women facing unplanned pregnancy. 
In the photo, left to right, are Regent Jean Maneen, Vice Regent Fran Retzloff and Court 
Chaplain Sr. Mary Jo Tallmen. 

Pennsylvania Court Holds 
Baby Shower
Members of Court St. Victoria #646, Houtzdale, 
Pennsylvania, held a baby shower during their January 
meeting. The gifts collected were for the Lifeline 
Pregnancy and Infant Care Organization, which cares 
for pregnant women and infants up to the age of 
two. The baby shower yielded infant care products, 
furniture and educational material.

Gathering around the gifts from their baby shower are court members, front row, sitting, left to right, Teresa Hubler, Ann Murawski, financial 
secretary, Elizabeth Reese, secretary, Annette Freeberg, regent, Ada Tiesi, vice regent and Barbara Archer, treasurer. Second row, standing, left to 
right, are Genya Bannon, Genevieve Gallagher, Barbara Snyder, Johanna Dietrick, Mary Louise Hughes, Jane Moskel, Marjorie Hamady, Florence 
Kasubick, Kathy Kasubick and Claudia Hopkins.

Texas Court Spreads Cheer
Last December Court Immaculate Heart of Mary #2540, McAllen, Texas, partnered 
with the Society of St. Vincent de Paul of Holy Spirit Parish in McAllen to spread 
Christmas cheer throughout the community. Court members “adopted” several 
families and provided them with Christmas gifts and treats on Christmas Eve. 
The court had a wonderful time demonstrating unity, love and charity during a 
very special time of year. 

Third from left, standing with one of the assisted families, is Project Chairman Lisa Rodriguez.
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Wisconsin Court Prays Rosary on 
World Fatima Day
Members of Court Superior #1190, Superior, Wisconsin, 
prayed the rosary in public on World Fatima Day. With a 
large banner, chairs and the support of local parishes, court 
members sat in the Superior public square on the corner of 
two main streets and prayed the rosary. It was a cold and 
windy day, but that did not stop the Catholic Daughters.

Members of Court Superior sit in the public square praying 
the rosary.

Idaho Court Welcomes New and 
Returning Members
Court Our Lady of the Lake #1447, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, has received 10 new mem-
bers since 2012. In the photo are the five most recent members with court officers. 
Front row, left to right, are Marge Chadderdon, secretary, with new members Susan 
Nichols and Cathyanne Nonini. Back row, left to right, are Sandra Gardner, treasurer, 
Melanie Savage, new member, Louise Bluhm, regent, Rev. Dan Wetzler, Michele Gill, 
financial secretary and new member, Marlene Herby, vice regent and new member 
Sharon Hoffman. New members not in the photo are Carolyn Anderson, Suzanne Elfsten, Joyce Frink, Mary Sizemore and Jeanette 
Steiner. The court also welcomed back Sr. Mary Rassley, IHM, Zoell McKenzie, Jeanne Tompkins and Nancy Harlocker. 

Iowa Court Receives New Members
Court St. Cecilia #283, Algona, Iowa, recently received 10 new members 
and one renewing member at a Mass celebrating the court’s annual Recep-
tion of New Members. Rev. Ed Girres, court chaplain, stands in the back of 
the group of officers and new members. 

Maryland Court Observes Heart Health Month
Members of Court St. Bernardine’s #2387, Baltimore, Maryland, observed February as 
Heart Health Month for the eighth year. Members were encouraged to wear red garments 
to all Masses as a show of solidarity for the challenging struggles caused by heart-related 
illnesses. Written information was distributed, including healthy recipe books, suggested 
lifestyle changes and exercise plans. In the photo are Nancy Warren, Dolores Kirk, Gwen 
Grace, Alicia Bynum, Betty Williams, Jacquelyn Turner, Adrian Keel, Carla Jackson, Ivalyn Actie and Debbie Thrower. 

People
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Massachusetts Court Member Meets With 
Outgoing Mayor
Boston Mayor Tom Menino met with Rosemary McAullife, a member of Court Ausonia #781, Boston, 
Massachusetts, and well-known Boston attorney at the North End Mayor’s Luncheon. The luncheon 
was held at the United States Coast Guard Base on Commercial Street in Boston’s North End. The 
mayor has enjoyed a warm relationship with women attorneys over his 20-year reign and Rosemary 
has represented the court well. Several other Catholic Daughters also attended.

Outgoing Mayor Tom Menino with Rosemary McAullife. 

New York Court Receives 
Three New Members
Court of the Assumption #690, Maybrook, New 
York, received Mary Falgiano, Marie Raiti and Loretta 
Stevens as new court members. First Vice National 
Regent Helene Shepard, New York First Vice State 
Regent Heather Rave and District Deputy Joan Oram 
facilitated the ceremony during a special liturgy 
that was celebrated by Rev. Dan O’Hare assisted by 

Deacon Ed Grosso. The music ministry of Jim and Kate Gallaher provided support throughout the Mass.

Seated, front row, left to right, are Regent Kathy Muir, Heather Rave, Helene Shepard, Joan Oram and Second Vice Regent Darlene Raessler.  
Standing, left to right, are Financial Secretary Pat Walcott, Laurie Thew, Loretta Sevens, Agnes Vigilante, Ann Hoeffner, Patti Drivanos, Cecile 
Coburn, Treasurer Jane Schimpf, Ann Snyder, Marie Raiti, Mary Falgiano, Dennise Johnson, and Recording Secretary Diana McElroy.

Pennsylvania Court Enjoys 
Membership Surge
Court Lambing #314, Scottdale, Pennsylvania, has received six new members 
since September 2014. In the photo, new members received at the March 2014 
meeting stand with court officers. Left to right are, Dorothy Sterrett, Geraldine 
Kendi, Regent Judy Farrah, Sharon Barclay and Vice Regent Dolores Glowacki. 
New members not in the picture received last year are Dori Waters, Jean 
Regan and Genevieve Niezgoda.

South Dakota Court Celebrates 
Reception Mass
Court St. Rita #916, Rapid City, South Dakota, celebrated a Reception 
of New Members Mass in March at St. Theresa Church. In the photo are 
Financial Secretary Roxanne Stephens, Vice Regent Bonnie Spratte, 
Court Chaplain Rev. Bill Zandri, Regent Florence Skinner, Treasurer Linda 
Birgenheir, Recording Secretary Kristine Englehardt and District Deputy 

Julie Hill. New members are Kathryn Stewart, Carolyn Forister-Chemel, Janine Kern and Holly Davidson.
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Anniversaries

Louisiana Court Celebrates  
15th Anniversary
Members of Court St. Bridget of Sweden #2461, Schriever, 
Louisiana, celebrated their 15th anniversary with Mass 
celebrated by Court Chaplain Rev. Domingo Cruz. The 
anniversary celebration took place on the 19th of January. 
In remembrance of the 1973 Roe V. Wade decision legalizing 
abortion, the court baked and distributed to all parishioners 

pink and blue Cupcakes for Life (these are cupcakes recommended by the organization Cupcakes for Life, which states on its 
website, “we want to help others realize not every child has the chance to have a birthday because of abortion, and that we care 
about them…By using cupcakes we are able to reach out to the general public in a warm, non-confrontational way.”)

Court members gather outside their parish following the court’s 15th anniversary celebration.

New Mexico Court 
Marks 25th Anniversary
Court St. Thomas Aquinas #2306, Rio 
Rancho, New Mexico, held a luncheon at 
the Rio Ranch Inn to celebrate its 25th 
anniversary following the court’s monthly 
meeting. Court members, spouses and guests attended, as well as dignitaries including New Mexico State Chaplain Msgr. 
Anthony Bolman, pastor, St. Thomas Aquinas church, Msgr. Doug Raun, State Regent Delfinia Schmitt, First Vice State Regent 
Angelina Romero and Second Vice State Regent Linda Vieira. Several members were awarded 25-year membership pins and 
tenure cards.

Court members, supporters and dignitaries gather to celebrate 25 years.
 

Texas Court Celebrates 
Anniversary and Receives 
New Members
Court St. Helen #2330, Pearland, Texas, celebrated 
its 24th anniversary and received 20 new members 
who took their CDA pledge at Mass celebrated by 
Court Chaplain Rev. Jim Courville. The Mass, which 

was held at St. Helen Catholic Church, was followed by a reception in Helena Hall. Regent Ann Strouhal welcomed new members 
and their families, and explained the significance of the colors of Catholic Daughter robes.

Court and new members gather behind a statue of the Blessed Mother during their 24th anniversary celebration.
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Francis: A New World Pope
By Michel Cool
Translated by Regan Kramer
(William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2013)

Reviewed by Peggy Eastman

When Argentinean Jorge Mario Bergoglio, archbishop of Buenos 
Aires, was elected pope on March 13, 2013, many people were 
thrilled; this was a historic election, as he was the first pope 

from the Americas.  But people also had a number of questions about him: 
who was this man who would take the name Pope Francis for himself?  

This book, by French journalist Michel Cool, answers a number of 
questions about Pope Francis and gives readers important insights into 
what he was like before he became pope. Cool shares earlier speeches and 
writings from Pope Francis, a Jesuit, and these are a window on the themes 
closest to his heart. Black and white photos, including family photos, enrich 
the book. His choice of a name was telling; by all accounts, Pope Francis – 
like the saint of Assisi whose name he took – has always been humble, has 
always shunned the trappings of office, and has always expressed deep concern and love for the poor.  Although highly 
educated, he has a practical, no-frills style, as the book makes clear.

Pope Francis’ bishop’s motto can be loosely translated as “Making mercy and choosing to practice it,” a saying taken 
from Saint Bede (also called the Venerable Bede) of eighth century England. The Pope has said, “Only someone who has 
encountered mercy, who has been caressed by the tenderness of mercy, is happy and comfortable with the Lord.”  As a 
member of the Argentinean Catholic hierarchy, he was criticized for showing indifference to the horrors committed by the 
military dictatorship of 1976-1983, which Argentineans call the “dirty war.”  But Cool defends him in this book.  

When he was elected archbishop in 1998, Cool notes, the pope declined the luxurious residence that came with his 
new position, choosing instead to live in a small apartment. He also declined a chauffeur-driven car, preferring to take the 
bus and subway. His ministry in Argentina did not go unnoticed by Pope John Paul II (now a saint), who elevated him to 
a cardinal in 2001. Although not a household name globally, Pope Francis had been considered Pope Benedict’s strongest 
competitor at the papal conclave in 2005, Cool notes. 

Pope Francis is the son of Italian immigrants to Argentina, and he seems to have a special empathy for those who 
perceive themselves as outsiders. Having lost a lung to tuberculosis, he also has a special feeling for the sick, the vulnerable 
and the weak – although he himself seems so vigorous and energetic it is hard to believe he has just one lung. Solidly 
grounded in Church doctrine, he applies God’s mercy to all of God’s people, as Cool’s book makes clear. 

I found especially moving his decision as archbishop to baptize the babies of unwed single mothers, harshly refuting 
the decision not to do so of some priests in his ecclesiastical region. He called these priests “hypocrites” who wanted to 
“clericalize the church.”  At that time, Pope Francis said of an unwed mother who sought baptism for her child, “Think of that 
poor girl who beat the temptation instilled by some in her to abort, who had the courage to bring her child into the world, 
then found herself on a pilgrimage, going from parish to parish, trying to find someone who would baptize her child.”

By all accounts, as this book makes clear, this is a pope of compassion, benevolence and mercy.  While his legacy has yet 
to be determined, he is already bringing hope to millions of people around the world. 


