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With the help of Catholic Daughters  
like you, Brenden can 

       dedicate his life to preaching 
the Gospel and administering  
the sacraments.

Ready to serve.  
Brenden Bell holds a degree in Theology and a heartfelt desire  
to serve our Lord as a priest of the Oblates of the Virgin Mary.

Sadly, thousands of vocations are in jeopardy.
Many devout, educated young people like Brenden seek 

vocations to religious life and the priesthood each year.  
Many are highly accomplished professionals 

— all are ready to answer God’s call; but 
something stands in their way.

The problem?  
Religious institutions and 
seminaries rarely accept 
individuals burdened with 
outstanding educational loans.  
This year, nearly half of all 
candidates in the U.S. will 
abandon their vocations for  
this very reason.

The good news is, 
Brenden’s vocation  
and many others can 
be saved! 
Since 2003, Labouré has 
helped deliver over 255 
worthy young people to 
priestly and religious 
formation.  Will you join  
us in building a bridge  
to miracles?

Donate today at 
www.LaboureSociety.org!  
(Or use the mail-in form below.)

His dream is to spread 
the truth of the Gospel 

as a religious priest.

LaboureSociety.org

CD-6-2015

651.452.1160B R I D G E  T O  M I R A C L E S

    YES!  I will support educated, qualified young people seeking  
religious life through prayer and donations of:

    $25        $50         $100        $______ (your choice)

Donate at LaboureSociety.org or mail a tax-deductible donation to:
Labouré Society, 1365 Corporate Center Curve, Suite 104, Eagan, MN 55121

Help us deliver 
new Catholic 
vocations by 
making a 
tax-deductible 
donation today!
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National Regent’s Message

Dear Sisters in Catholic Daughters,
Our State Conventions are now history. Congratulations to the new State officers. 

You are now at the helm leading your state in everything Catholic Daughters will do 
for the next two years. Thank you for saying “yes” to this awesome responsibility. 
Remember to ask the Holy Spirit to guide you and pray to our Patroness, the Blessed 
Mother, to intercede for you in your Catholic Daughters work, and you will be 
successful in everything you do. Thank you to the outgoing officers for a tremendous 
job. Please stay very active helping your local courts and states in all Catholic 
Daughters activities. 

Our theme for this issue of Share is “Membership and Court Development: 
CDA on Fire.” Why is it important for CDA to be “on Fire?” Fire connotes a sense of urgency. What is urgent in 
Catholic Daughters? Spreading the word of the value of Catholic Daughters is very urgent. We aren’t just Catholic 
Daughters because it is another social club to which we belong. We are Catholic Daughters because we believe in 
the word and message of Jesus Christ, and through Catholic Daughters we want to spread His love by our service 
to others. ACTS 1:15-17 and 20-26 tells the story of replacing Judas in the twelve apostles. Why was it important 
to find another apostle or more disciples? As the reading says, the Apostle was replaced to fulfill what is written 
in the book of Psalms: “May another take his office.” The apostles continued to find more disciples because the 
more followers there are the more preaching and spreading of the word of God will be done. Catholic Daughters 
are today’s disciples. We are here to spread God’s word and live it through our actions so the more Catholic 
Daughters there are, the more we will spread His word. This is our real reason to increase our numbers. This is a 
reason to be on Fire- to find as many new Catholic Daughters and Catholic Daughters courts as we can, to spread 
the love of Jesus through our service to others. 

I found this poem last weekend and it reminds me not only of our theme these two years, “Whatever you do 
for the least of My brethren, you do for Me,” but also of our theme for this issue, “CDA on Fire.”

At Day’s End (By John Hall) 

Is anybody happier because you passed their way?
Does anyone remember that you spoke to them today?
The day is almost over, and its toiling time is through,
Is there anyone that will utter a kind word about you?
Can you say tonight in parting, with the day that’s slipping fast,
that you helped a single person of the many that you passed?
Is a single heart rejoicing over what you did or said?
Does the one whose hopes were fading now with courage look ahead?
Did you win the day or lose it? Was it well or sorely spent?
Did you leave a trail of kindness, or a scar of discontent?
As you close your eyes in slumber, do you think that God will say,
“you have earned one more tomorrow by the good you did today.”

Summer is just around the corner and most of our courts will take a couple months off to rest, relax, and 
refresh. Enjoy time off with your families and come back re-energized for our work in Catholic Daughters. Don’t 
forget to plan your new court project for next year, take pictures, write it up, and send it in to be featured in Share 
or the Quarterly. May God always bless you, your families, and your work in CDA.

 Peace and Love,
 Shirley Seyfried
 National Regent

National Regent  
Shirley Seyfried
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principle of faith working through love in the promotion of 

justice, equality, and the advancement of human rights and 
human dignity for all.
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issue, Membership and Court 
Development:  CDA On Fire!
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address: cdashare@aol.com. They should be submitted in a Word document attached to your email or within the body of your email. Photos must be sent in 
JPEG format as attachments to your email. Beginning with the Fall 2015 Issue NO HARD COPY PHOTOS WILL BE ACCEPTED. Be sure to identify individuals 
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15; Winter Issue—October 15. Due to limited space all material appearing in Share is evaluated for interest to readers, theme in keeping with the purpose of 
Share, educational, informational, and religious value to readers and date received. The publishers are not responsible for factual errors from information 
submitted by authors and readers.

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas has 70,000 members in 1250 courts in the United States, Mexico, Guam, the Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico.
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National Chaplain’s Message

Dear Sisters in Christ,
Fire is one of the richest symbols in Sacred Scripture. From the burning bush that 

captivated Moses to the fires of the temple sacrifices offered to God in Jerusalem 
to the flames of God’s wrath in the book of Revelation, fire has always had a primal 
symbolic power. There is something in fire that captures our attention and our 
imagination. Burning, consuming, and growing in its own wild way, fire is alive.

“I have come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were already blazing!” 
(Luke 12:49) These words from our Lord Jesus Christ set the tone for the radical 
transforming power of his coming passion, death, and resurrection. Saint Peter also 
speaks of how our faith must be purified like gold “tested in fire.” Fire changes 
whatever it touches. It burns up its fuel; fire has its cost. Yet fire also brings light 
and warmth. A pillar of fire guided the Israelites to follow the way of God, and 
“tongues as of fire” came to rest on the Apostles at Pentecost, showing the presence of the Holy Spirit who set 
their hearts on fire for the spreading of the gospel. 

“Stir into flame the gift of God that you have received,” says Saint Paul, “For God did not give us a spirit of 
cowardice but rather of power and love and self-control.” (2 Timothy 1:6,7) Paul, on fire with the Spirit of God, 
wants his spiritual son, Timothy, to have the same fiery passion in his faith. This is one of the compelling qualities 
of faith. Faith inspires; it sets alight the flame of faith in others. Faith, when lived with passion, spreads like 
wildfire. One heart alone cannot contain it! A heart on fire with love can spread that fire with abandon. It burns 
up self-doubt and hesitation, worry and worldly concerns. Blazing, passionate faith heats up the lukewarm hearts 
around it and causes them to burn as well.

Are you afraid of this kind of fire? Does the idea of boldly proclaiming your love for Christ cause your heart to 
flicker? Do you feel like too small a candle, too weak a flame to shine against the darkness around us? 

Be at peace. You have many fellow lights to shine with you. You are already part of the Church of God, Christ’s light 
to the world. You are a member of a group of women who have dedicated themselves to shining the light of charity 
on those places where it is needed most. Your flame is part of the blazing inferno of God’s love at work in the Church. 

Draw on the many resources that the Catholic Daughters can provide for you. Equip yourself with the tools 
of the trade that your court makes available to you. Draw strength from the witness of the legendary women who 
have served before you and have made an impact on your life. Look to the junior courts and see the passion of 
youth that they bring. Look to the support that your sisters provide when your fire is dimmest. Above all, draw 
strength from the eternal and undying flame of Jesus Christ present in the Eucharist. Kneel in prayer before Our 
Lord like Moses before the burning bush and see our Savior whose Body and Blood are offered each day and 
never exhausted. Feed the fire of your faith with the fuel He gives us as often as we dare to approach His holy 
altar. Invite the Holy Spirit to fan into flame in you God’s gifts of Wisdom, Understanding, Knowledge, Counsel, 
Fortitude, Piety, and Fear of the Lord.

You have at your disposal everything you need to accomplish the work of God prepared for you by the Holy 
Spirit. Let the Catholic Daughters of the Americas help you to find the work that inspires you or the need that sets 
your heart on fire with compassion. Or simply bask in the warmth of God’s love symbolized and made present 
when we gather in His Name. And, when you have found your inspiration and the fire of your faith is blazing, 
pass that same Spirit on to others by inviting them to join CDA in our projects, our fellowship, and our worship. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ has asked us to spread the fire of God’s love to every corner of this earth, to set the world 
on fire with His love. Let the fire of God’s love consume your heart and spread to others. Let us share the fire of 
faith joyfully in unity and charity. 

 Peace in Christ,

 Father Matthew Kuhn
 National Chaplain

Father Matthew Kuhn
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♦ THE NOONDAY DEVIL — Jean-Charles Nault, O.S.B.

The “noonday devil” is the demon of acedia, a gloomy combi-
nation of weariness, sadness, and a lack of purposefulness. 

It robs a person of his joy, and is experienced by countless people 
as depression, melancholy, burn-out, or a mid-life crisis. Fr. Nault 
describes acedia as a serious, common spiritual problem, and he 
details the symptoms and eff ects of it, as well as the powerful 
remedies for it, to help us be renewed in Christ. 

NDEV-P . . . . Sewn Softcover, $16.95

“A revelation, 
a modern-day 
treatise on an 

ancient and yet 
familiar foe. 

This book can 
transform your 
spiritual life!” 
—Vinny Flynn, Author, 

7 Secrets of the Eucharist 

“A gripping, unspeak-
ably beautiful account of 
a human soul intensely 
seeking God, and a God 

who is intensely in 
love with us.”

— Roy Schoeman, Author, 
Salvation is from the Jews

♦ FROM THE 
KIPPAH TO THE CROSS

Jean-Marie Elie Setbon

The remarkable journey of 
a man who had a secular 

Jewish upbringing in France to 
becoming an ultra-Orthodox 
Jewish Rabbi in Israel, married 
with seven children, yet having 
an irresistible lifelong attraction 
to the God of the Cross that 
eventually led him into the 
Catholic Church. His story is a witness to the persistent, trans-
formative love of Christ, and gives valuable insights into the 
unique diffi  culties and questions of Jewish converts. And how 
the Catholic Church is the ultimate fulfi llment of Judaism’s 
love for, and longing for, the Messiah – Jesus.

KC-P . . . Sewn Softcover, $15.95

♦ COMMUNION WITH CHRIST ACCORDING TO 
ST. TERESA BENEDICTA OF THE CROSS
Sr. M. Regina van den Berg, F.S.G.M.

Saint John Paul II declared the great challenge for 
Christians today is to become “the home and school of 

communion.” St. Teresa Benedicta (Edith Stein) is a sure 
guide to attaining the communion for which every human 
heart longs. This beautiful work examines St. Teresa’s life 
and writings in the context of the “spirituality of commu-
nion”, providing wonderful insights to help us grow in 
communion with Christ.
COWC-P  . . .  Sewn Softcover, $15.95

“A clear, careful study that reveals the 
depth and breadth of the thought of 

philosopher and martyr Edith Stein.”
— Colleen Carroll Campbell, Author, My Sisters the Saints

BERENEWED IN CHRIST!

P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522 1 (800) 651-1531

BERENEWED IN CHRIST!RRRRR

 “A must-read book! It off ers most 
helpful and encouraging insights 

on a long-overdue topic.”           
 —Johnnette Benkovic, Founder, Women of Grace
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CDA is on the Move!
Olga Samaniego

First Vice National Regent
Chair, Membership and Court Development

Those of us who love CDA have a major goal for this term: to see CDA grow! 

We have two important reasons for wanting to see this happen. First, we’d 

like to offer other women the opportunity that we’ve had to be a part of this special 

organization—an organization in which women use their talents to serve God and 

His people. 

Second, we would like to ensure that in the future 
there will continue to be an organization through 
which our daughters and granddaughters and other 
Catholic women can witness their faith in Christ to 
the world. 

Across the United States and in our territories, CDA 
courts are responding to our goal. They are holding 
membership drives, and they are seeking out leads 
where new courts can be developed. We are hearing 
success stories from all over, and even though our 
space is limited, and we can’t mention everyone, we’d 
like to highlight a few successes for you. 

We were very excited to welcome CDA back into 
Alabama after many years absence. Court Tuscaloosa 
#2686 was instituted in December of 2014. The 
fledgling court is excited and active and being 

mentored by the State Court of Louisiana. Court Regent 
Capria Woodson-Tabor and some of the other court 
officers attended the Louisiana State Convention this 
spring and returned excited about undertaking more 
service. They have already served at the Confirmation 
Reception on May 12th and at the March and April 
meetings collected diapers and baby wipes for T-Town 
Diaper Drive, a local charity. They were asked to be 
hostesses during Holy Spirit Parish's 50th Anniversary 
weekend for Saturday and Sunday, May 23 and 24th. 
They are really becoming a part of their parish’s life. 

The first CDA court instituted in 2015 was in New 
York. Court St. Elizabeth #2687 was instituted in 
Melville. Regent Kim Sparaco had been drawn to CDA 
several years before, but never felt it was the right 
time to join. After listening to National Regent-Elect 

Helene Shepard speak 
after a Memorial Mass, 
Kim felt God was calling 
her. “Within two days, I 
had contacted our Pastor 
to ask about opening a 
Court at our Parish….he 
said ‘Kim, if you can get a 
group of ladies interested, 
we can take it further.’ We 
put notices in our Church 
Bulletin, and started to 
spread the word. It was the 

New Members of Court Tuscaloosa in Tuscaloosa, Alabama pictured with National Officers and State 
Officers of Louisiana. 
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willingness of the 36 woman who all came 
forward, who trusted, and who were willing 
to be open to something new.” Now the court 
is active and vital and participating in many 
activities. Some of the members and officers 
are pictured with their flip-flop collections 
gathered in order to participate in a New 
York State Convention project. Their first 
fundraiser "Birdhouses and Flowers" took place in June 
and was held to support Veterans.

Texas is the first of our states to reach its goal of 
instituting five new courts this term! They received 
over 300 new members with the new courts. They 
instituted Court Mary, Mother of the Redeemer #2680 
in Houston in August; Court St. Dominic of the Rosary 
#2682 in San Antonio also in August; Court Daughters 
of St. Thomas Moore #2683 in San Antonio in October; 
and Our Lady of the Light #2684 in Coppell also in 
October. The newest court in Texas, Court St. Peter 
the Apostle #2690, was instituted in March in Boerne. 
Members of the new court included three sets of 
Mothers and Daughters, one member, Gloria Fritz, 
who used to be a member of the Daughters of Isabella, 
and one member, Angela Hudson, who wore her JCDA 
pin that she received thirty years ago. It was a day 
filled with memories of the past and excitement for 
the future. 

Several other courts have been instituted in other 
states including Court St. 
George in South Dakota. 
National Regent Shirley 
Seyfried was a guest at that 
institution, and both she 
and State Regent Barbara 
Wiechmann reported that it 
was a beautiful institution. 
Members reported that they 

Court St. Elizabeth # 2687, South Huntington, 
New York. Mary Zeisig, New York state 
regent; Natalie Blumberg, treasurer; Jen-
Marie Kovalevich, standing in for Edith Ojibe, 
secretary; Kim Sparaco, regent; Ann Massaria, 
vice-regent; Angela Tamberino, financial 
secretary; Helene Shepard, National Regent-
Elect; Mary Impellizeri, national executive 
director.

Some of the Haiti Flip Flops Officers: Angela Tamberino, financial 
secretary, Edith Ojibe, secretary, Natalie Blumberg, treasurer, Kim 
Sparaco, regent, from Court St. Elizabeth # 2687, South Huntington, 
New York. 

Court St Peter the Apostle #2690, Boerne, Texas.

Angela Husdon, new member of 
Court St. Peter the Apostle, pictured 
wearing her JCDA membership pin 
from thirty years ago! 
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were drawn by the opportunity to grow spiritually, and 
the thirty-five new members are excited and eager to 
begin working together. 

As happy as we are about the new courts that are being 
instituted, we would also like to commend those who 
are doing a great job of recruiting and revitalizing their 
courts. At this year’s Pennsylvania State Convention, we 
heard a remarkable story. Court Our Lady of Victory 
#588 was on the brink of being disbanded. When then 
State Regent Larraine McGinnis and First Vice State 
Regent Margaret Novak went to talk to the court, 
only seven ladies showed up to meet with them. At 
the request of Larraine 
and Margaret, the ladies 
agreed to undertake a 
membership drive and 
the state agreed to help. 
They spoke at Masses in 
different parishes and 
hosted a breakfast in the 
senior center. Several 
members renewed their 
memberships and many 
new members joined. 
They began to participate 
in many community 
activities not so much 
to raise funds as to get 

their name out in the community. Pictures 
and bios of new members were submitted 
to the local newspapers announcing new 
members as they joined. They marched 
in local parades, carried their banner, and 
handed out court literature. In that one year 
of intensive recruiting, they took in sixty-six 
new members. Now, that's Bogo! Bring one; 
Gain one! Since then, their recruitment has 
become an on-going process. They host a 
breakfast every Catholic Daughter Sunday 
and invite women to attend and join their 
court. They have become very active in their 
parish and community, and the members are 
finding their membership to be fulfilling and 
joyful. What a wonderful example of what a 
court working together can accomplish! 

We are excited to hear that many states 
are planning new court institutions this 

summer and fall. Please watch for their names in the 
quarterly so that you can send the new courts a welcome 
to CDA message, and please send your recruitment 
ideas to olgasamaniego@hotmail.com. We will make 
sure that they are passed on to other 
courts. Together we can help CDA not 
just to grow but also to be a shining 
example of the fact that women on fire 
with God’s love Can Do Anything!

Olga Samaniego

Court Our Lady of Victory #588, Mount Carmel, Pennsylvania, placed the CDA banner in the library window 
to introduce their court to the community.

Members of Court St. George # 2688, Hartford, South Dakota. Back row, Judy 
Konechne, second vice state regent; Barb Wiechmann, state regent; Shirley Seyfried, 
national regent, Rev.Paul King, court chaplain; Brenda Anderson, first vice state 
regent; Bernice Cizadlo, state secretary; Michele Sage, state treasurer. Front row, 
Donna Perrion, treasurer, Joyce Luke, financial secretary, Tracy Ketcham, regent, 
Carolee Kapperman, vice regent and Laura Bjergaard, recording secretary.
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New Catholic Daughters Projects

Making Rosaries
Court Mother of Divine Mercy, #2656  

Hot Springs, Arkansas
Court Mother of Divine Mercy, #2656, Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, made purple and white bead rosaries for Right of 
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) classes at St. John the 
Baptist and St. Mary of the Spring Catholic Churches in Hot 
Springs. To publicize their court and the Catholic Daughters, 
members made the rosaries with the Catholic Daughters 
colors of purple and white and applied a purple and white 
sticker stating “A gift from Mother Of Divine Mercy Court 
#2656” on the plastic sacks containing the rosaries. A 
pamphlet was included that explained the mysteries of the 
rosary and how to pray the rosary. The court also made 
rosary packets for the two parishes 1st Communion and 
Confirmation classes and some that were displayed in the 
rear of the church for visitors and guests. Pictured are L to 
R Becky Antoine and Kortney La Combe.

Linda Kay Vandenberg White, Immediate Past Court Regent 
and Arkansas State Secretary

New JCDA Court
Court Mother Cabrini #1468  

Jennings, Louisiana
The new CDA project for Court Mother Cabrini #1468, Jennings, 
Louisiana, is to sponsor a new JCDA court with a terrific young 
mom, Kelley Caraway, as their leader. She has done so much to 
bring this group of fifty plus girls together in service to their 
church, family and community. Our court has been blessed with 
their help in several of our favorite service projects: they helped 
prepare and deliver Thanksgiving baskets to our parish shut-ins, 
made cards for nursing homes and helped prepare the banquet 
hall for a joint CDA-KC awards banquet. In February, members 
of our junior court were honored for their active membership 
and help in several CDA projects. During the 11:00AM Mass and 
at the parish luncheon that followed our parish priest honored 
the juniors by having them stand during Mass as he read a 
proclamation designating the following week as JCDA Week. A 
large picture board of the group’s activities was then displayed 
at the parish luncheon for all parishioners to see. Everyone in 
the parish was able to greet and speak with our juniors. The 
photo board was then displayed in the Church for several days. 
JCDA members in the following picture from left to right:
Back row—Rachel Wild, Jill Wild, Kate Wild, Madeline Hoag; 
Middle row—Mary Caraway, Mia Richard; Front row—Colleen 
Fontenot, Emily Caraway, Gabrielle Caraway, and Ava Broussard.

Lillian Benoit, Regent #1468

Spirituality Project
Court Our Lady of Sorrows #2273, Victoria, Texas

Court Our Lady of Sorrows #2273 Victoria, Texas, started two new projects in September, 2014. The first is to meet as a group 
for 8:30 AM Mass on the second Sunday of each month with other ministries of our parish. The second is, on the first Thursday 
of each month, our court meets at our church chapel from noon till 1:00PM for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.

Dolores Soliz, Regent
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New Catholic Daughters Projects

Socks and Slippers
Court St. Mary Magdalen #801,  

Vermilion Parish, Louisiana
Court St. Mary Magdalen #801, Vermilion Parish, Louisiana, 
held its first Socks and Slippers Drive for Christmas. 
Parishioners and people from all over Vermilion Parish 
donated these much-needed items to the residents of 
Vermilion Health Care Center in Nunez. In the photo are 
court members with the Center residents who received the 
donated items.

Melissa Vincent, Vice Regent 

Hosting State CDA Convention
Court St. Bernard #886, Linsmore, Minnesota

Since no one from Court St. Bernard #886 had ever hosted 
the Minnesota State Convention, we decided that the State 
Convention, which was held on April 16-18 in Worthington, 
Minnesota, would be our new court project for 2014-2015. This 
project brought Unity to our three courts (Court St. Bernard 
#886, Lismore, Court Santa Maria #247, Adrian and Court 
Madonna #839, Wilmont), as we all worked together to make 
it a success. As those who have hosted a convention know, a 
great deal of time, talent and commitment is required. It was 
so rewarding when the convention finally arrived to see the 
fruits of our labor come together in a wonderful convention 
with meetings, Masses and sharing fellowship with our CDA 
sisters.

Among convention highlights were the attendance of 
National Regent Shirley Seyfried and National Chaplain Rev. 
Matthew Kuhn; a Memorial Mass for deceased members, 
Installation Mass for the new state officers, recognition of our 
50 years+ members, an anonymous contribution of $1903 
to the 1903 Society and having two members present who 
chaired the Minnesota State Convention in 1978.

In the photo by the beautiful convention shrine of the 
Blessed Mother are this year’s convention chairs and the 
convention chairs from 1978. Left to right Deb Lutmer, Court 
St Bernard #886, Lismore, the 1978 convention co-chairs from 
Court Madonna #839, Agnes Joens and Evelyn Feit (now 98 
years old), and Cindy Bullerman, Court Santa Maria #247, 
Adrian.

Lisa Diekmann, Regent

Noodle Fundraiser
Court Queen of the Holy Rosary #2282  

Hostyn, Texas
On Sunday, March 15, 2015, members of Court Queen of the 
Holy Rosary #2282, Hostyn, Texas, joined others from the 
parish in a homemade noodle fundraiser as a charitable 
project. All proceeds will be used toward medical expenses 
and therapy for one of our court members. Court members 

that were not able 
to participate in 
making the noodles 
supported this project 
by purchasing and 
selling noodles. In the 
photo are members 
of the CDA Noodle 
Making Group, left 
to right, Mary Jane 
Muras, Pat Richter, 

Gloria Heinrich, Verlene Kuntschik and Brenda Fietsam. Not 
pictured is Margaret Hoffmann.

Brenda Fietsam, Regent



A granddaughter is a pretty
princess in everyone’s eyes, 
especially those of her grandmother, 
whose greatest wish is for her 
granddaughter’s dreams to come 
true! Now celebrate the sparkle in 
your granddaughter’s eyes with 
“My Granddaughter, My Precious 
Snowfl ake,” a new fi gurine from 
The Hamilton Collection! 

Dressed as Elsa, from Disney’s 
Frozen, this darling girl will win your 
heart with her radiant blue eyes and 
shimmery cape. And in her hands 
she holds a glittery snowfl ake — 
a precious reminder that your grand-
daughter is one in a million!   

A hand-numbered

limited edition
Offi cially licensed by Disney, 

each fi gurine is limited to 95 casting 
days, hand-numbered and includes 
a matching numbered Certifi cate of 
Authenticity.   

Reply now for your 

FREE Preview!
Our 365-Day Guarantee assures 

your satisfaction or your money back. 
Send no money now. Just mail the 
coupon today to reserve your FREE 
30-Day Preview!

HURRY, Quantities are limited! Order NOW at:
HamiltonCollection.com/Snowfl ake

Your Granddaughter, 
Th e Sparkle in 
Your Kingdom!

Inspired by Elsa 
from Disney’s Frozen!

Shown larger than 
approximate size of 

4½” high to showcase 
the handcrafted detail!

©2015 HC.  All Rights Reserved. ©Disney. 
A fi ne adult collectible. Not intended for children.
Facebook is a registered trademark of Facebook, Inc.
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09-01972-015-BD1

�YES! Please accept my order for “My 
Granddaughter, My Precious Snowfl ake” 
for the low issue price of $29.99*. I need send no 
money now. I will be billed with shipment.

 *Add $8.99 for shipping and service.  Deliveries to FL and IL will be billed appropriate sales tax.  
All orders are subject to product availability and credit approval.  Allow 6 to 8 weeks for shipment. 

(Please print clearly.)

SEND NO MONEY NOW!

9204 Center For The Arts Drive, Niles, Illinois  60714-1300

MAIL TO:

Name_________________________________________

Address_______________________________________

City________________________State_____Zip______

Signature______________________________________

09-01972-015-E50381

Like Disney’s Enchanted Elsa, 
She’s a Dream Come True!
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Members on Fire!
Sherry Nilles

Second Vice National Regent

Fire is the all-consuming flame that burns with passion! Members are the flames 

of the court. The flame starts from a spark of light that grows as fuel is added to 

create more heat. That heat continues to gain strength as new members, new ideas, 

and new plans are encouraged to add to the flame and become a wild fire. 

Courts on fire take on new projects and programs. 
Those new programs create excitement and more fire 
and create a burning desire in the group to make a 
difference. 

As a tribute to a Catholic Daughter who has willingly 
shared her God-given talents, each State Regent was 
asked to profile one member who was a Member On 
Fire! There is no one quality to identify a Member on 
Fire! Each is unique and a blessing to the organization.

 
Member on Fire! Eileen Quinn from Nevada
Leadership, creativity and enthusiasm are reflected in 
the growing membership throughout the state of Nevada 
because of Eileen Quinn, Regent of Court Our Lady of the 
Rosary #2226. Deep faith and joy are infectious, serving as 

a beacon and drawing members together 
to pool talents and work toward fulfilling 
the Catholic Daughters’ mission “to 
embrace the principle of faith working 
through love in the promotion of justice, 
equality and advancement of human 

rights and human dignity. Eileen exhibits genuine, 
sincere care and concern and is a generous example of 
everything a Catholic Daughter should be.

Member on Fire! Kathy Grange from Vermont 
State Legislative Chairman Kathy 
Grange, Court St. Monica #1181, for 
the past four years has kept everyone 
apprised of legislative issues in the 
state of Vermont regarding freedom of 
religion. From participation in rallies to 

peaceful protests to being a spiritual leader of her court, 
Kathy publicly professes her faith. The principles of the 
Catholic Daughters are embodied in her daily life as she 
travels to the Statehouse in Vermont.

Member on Fire! Lillian Shew from Colorado
A member of Catholic Daughters since 2007, Lillian 
Shew, Court Madonna of the Mountains #2035, 
has been most active in the Shelter 
Breakfast Program from the Circle 
of Love Quality of Life Program. 
Twice a month, for the last 30 years, 
Lillian has volunteered by preparing 
food for homeless Jefferson County 
residents. With health issues causing problems, she 
now provides candy bags at Halloween, Christmas, 
and Easter, sometimes the only remembrance of the 
holiday received by the homeless in her area. Lillian 
works quietly behind the scenes to make life better for 
those less fortunate.

Member on Fire! Louise Bluhm from Idaho
Under the leadership of Regent Louise Bluhm, three 
new ministries have been added to Court Our Lady 
of the Lake #1447. The Prayer Shawl 
for patients undergoing surgery or an 
illness; The Linus Project providing 
over 600 blankets for children who are 
injured or ill; and Adopt a Sister that 
reaches out to homebound members 
who need help getting to church, appointments or 
meetings. Recently, she made Jelly Bean cards for the 
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First Communion class. Lillian is a Catholic Daughter 
full of faith and charity, and she is lighting fires in 
Idaho.

Member on Fire! Deb Johnson from North Dakota
Always positive no matter the challenge, Deb Johnson, 

Court St. Ann #261, spreads her love 
for our organization and what it stands 
for through her Christ-like actions. 
Deb supports state and local projects, 
brings in new members and encourages 
current members to be alive and on fire 

for Catholic Daughters. Challenges she has accepted 
include State Treasurer from 2013-2015, immediate 
past local court regent, and state convention chair.

Member on Fire! Audrey Spenard from New Jersey
A smile and a warm welcome are gifts from Audrey 

Spenard, Court Regina Coeli #940, as 
she meets a new friend or greets an old 
friend. A recent task undertaken was 
reinstating the New Jersey State Raffle 
License, not an easy undertaking. 
Audrey is willing to do whatever needs 

to be done to keep her local and state court successful. 
She is committed wholeheartedly to Catholic 
Daughters.

Member on Fire! Lucretia Coates from Maryland
Lucretia Coates, Court St. Francis Xavier #2257, saw 
the need to redirect the focus of Maryland’s Circle of 

Love program. By featuring a monthly 
“Spotlight” on each component of the 
Circle of Love, for the first time in 
many years, Maryland received first 
place in several areas of the Circle of 
Love. Working along with members 

of her court membership team, fifty women from a 
neighboring church asked to receive more information 
about the Catholic Daughters. All signs are favorable 
for another Catholic Daughter touchdown because of 
one member, Lucretia Coates!

Member on Fire! Virginia M. Polio from Massachusetts
An inspiration to her court members and all of 
Massachusetts, Virginia (Ginny) Polio, Regent of 
Court St. Francis of Assisi #1859, brought in eight 

new members and had two successful 
fund raisers- the Remember When 
Dance Hop and Irish Galore Luncheon. 
Because of her fire, court members 
volunteered to host a Cheese and 
Chowder Service during Fridays 
in Lent. She encourages her court to host fun and 
interesting meetings with guest speakers who 
entertain and inspire.

Member on Fire! Shirley Ales in Iowa
With a depth of knowledge of the Catholic Daughters, 
a willingness to support and help wherever needed, 
Shirley Ales, Court Joan of Arc #524, 
is the spark that starts the fire in 
Iowa. She works diligently to promote 
membership. The state project 
Alzheimer Safe Return program was 
organized by Shirley to support victims’ 
families in registering a patient without paying a fee,. 
Her final thought at every Catholic Daughter meeting 
is “If you can’t sell Catholic Daughters, you don’t know 
Catholic Daughters.” 

Request a FREE Wills Kit  
from Catholic Relief Services.  
Learn what you need to know  
before you see an attorney.

call: 800-235-2772

will?
THINKING  
ABOUT A

A CATHOLIC DAUGHTER NATIONAL CHARITY
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Member on Fire! Pauline Reidl from Wisconsin
Organizing a local warming shelter in the cold winters 
of Wisconsin, Pauline Reidl of Court St Rose #1062, 
is generous with her time and talents. Never tiring 

of helping all of God’s people, she also 
supervises the yearly salad luncheon 
and bake sale, a summer brat sale and 
raffle. All the proceeds from these 
projects help provide scholarships for 
local Catholic grade, middle and high 

school students. Pauline is a respected mentor who 
has truly bloomed where she is planted.

Member on Fire! Tess Chiampas from California
A brand new member who had joined only 30 
days before the state convention in 2013, Tess was 
so enthusiastic about the great work done by the 

Catholic Daughters that she asked to be a delegate 
for the state convention. Tess Chiampas, Court St 
Raymond #2057, has maintained that 
enthusiasm for the past two years. 
As a member of the Madonna Manor 
Board, she has given 200% of her 
time, talent and treasure to support 
the Manor and every other project 
undertaken. Check out her article about the Manor 
in the Spring edition of Share magazine. If only her 
joy for Catholic Daughters could be bottled! What a 
difference one person can make.

“It only takes a spark, to get a fire going.” The 
opening words of the popular hymn “Pass It On!” 
are certainly appropriate for the Members on Fire! 
from courts in the Catholic Daughters, the greatest 
organization of Catholic women in the world.

Support Your Chaplains and Spiritual Advisors
Give your Chaplains or Spiritual Advisors 
a little guidance to help them feel comfortable 
in their job and let them know they are an
important part of your court.

The Chaplain Pin has been redesigned 
as our Cross & Crown emblem and a 
NEW Spiritual Advisor Pin is now available!

The Local Court Chaplain Guide and 
the NEW Spiritual Advisor guide have 
been updated in look and content. 

Chaplain Pin                          
              Item #25C               $10

Chaplain Guide                     
              Item #165               75¢ each

Spiritual Advisor Pin             
              Item #25SA            $10

Spiritual Advisor Guide        
              Item #164               75¢ each

Order at the store at 
catholicdaughter.org 
or call 212-877-3041

The CDA Store 
now accepts 
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©Hawthorne Village  14-01283-001_BI2014

Stands

3 Feet Tall!

Faithfully capturing the vibrance and glory of Jesus’ 
birth, this special tree beautifully refl ects the story of the 
Nativity amongst its glittering boughs.  Now you can begin 
a cherished tradition in your own home with Hawthorne’s 
“Heavenly Blessings” Christmas Tree Nativity.

A superb value that’s Not Available in 

Any Store. Act now!

Shipment One is the “Holy Family and Arch” set at 
the attractive $59.97 issue price. If you wish, you 
can even pay in three convenient installments 
of just $19.99, the fi rst billed before shipment. 
Subsequent shipments—each billed at the 
same attractive price—will arrive about every 
other month. This includes your 3’ pre-lit 
Nativity tree, additional Nativity figurines, 
Angels, and the FREE snowy white tree skirt 
with silver trim with Shipment Three. You 
may cancel at any time and with our best-
in-the-business, 365-day guarantee, your 
satisfaction is assured. Strong demand is 

expected. To get yours at its remarkable 
low issue price, send no money now. 

Complete and mail the Reservation   
Application today!

www.bradfordexchange.com/WhiteTreeNativity

Crystalline angels 
fl oat among the 

branches 

*Plus $9.99 shipping and service. Please allow 4-6 
weeks after initial payment for shipment.  Sales subject to product availability and 
order acceptance. 

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City

State                               Zip

E-Mail

 917784-E41501

9210 Maryland Street ·  Ni les,  IL 60714-1391

RESERVATION APPLICATION                                PLEASE RESPOND PROMPTLY

YES.  Please reserve the “Heavenly Blessings” Christmas Tree Nativity 

Collection for me as described in this announcement.

                                                                               SEND NO MONEY NOW

Exclusively from 

Hawthorne Village with over 

50 movable fi gures!

Shown smaller than actual size. 
Tree measures approx. 36.5” tall.

(shown smaller than 
actual size of 4"!)

                                                                                  

Shipment Two
3 ft. Pre-lit 

Nativity Tree

Shipment One
The Holy 

Family & Arch
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“A Good Leader Fires Up  
a Good State Court.”

Helene Shepard
National Regent-Elect

National Leadership Chairman

The Theme for the Workshop in 

Bellville is “CDA on Fire.”
The title “Leader” is bestowed upon an individual, 

and it is something that must be earned. While some 
leaders seem to have a charismatic talent, most people 
become good leaders by trial and error. However, 
leadership skills can be learned and will be taught at 
the Belleville workshop in July.

Leaders do not become leaders because of an 
election at their State convention or a meeting in the 
local court or because it is written in a job description. 
Catholic Daughters become leaders only when others 
accept them as leaders because of their skills and focus. 

Leaders must trust their members, remain calm 
in crisis, encourage 
innovation, know what 
is essential and teach 
and mentor others.

Leadership is about 
inspiration of oneself 
and of others. Great 

leadership is about human experiences, not processes. 
Leadership is a human activity that comes from the 
heart and considers the hearts of others. 

Leaders who are searching for ways to develop the 
healthy work environment that releases the energy 
of their members and releases the human spirit, will 
find inspiring support in Belleville at the workshop for 
state officers and territorial officers. 

It’s time to hop on board the “Leader-Ship” at 
Belleville, Illinois in July and see where it takes you. 
Although it may seem to be a cliché, everyone and 
anyone can and should be a leader! Everyone has the 
potential to be a leader; it’s just a matter of learning the 

skills and putting them into practice.
Anyone can learn to empower more leaders in their 

state and in their courts. I’ve experienced countless 
leadership training sessions, and it’s clear that they 
really do work. Through team building exercises, 
members have an enjoyable time and effortlessly learn 
leadership skills in the process.

One of the most important things you can do for 
yourself is to set goals. If there is anyone to look to for 
motivation, it should be you. Motivate yourself, inspire 
others, and remember, your life is a work in progress. 
Always self-communicate your worth. Opportunities 
happen quickly. Do not miss the boat. It is never too 
late to change yourself and the world in a positive way, 
but you have to get on board before you can set sail. As 
you proceed on your journey of life, be a dream maker 
not a dream killer. No matter what your vocation, 
embrace the people around you and love your life. You 
only get one. 

Who inspires the inspire-ers? If you cannot 
motivate yourself, do not expect to inspire anyone. 
With preparation, hard work, commitment, in a fun 
environment you can unleash that leadership potential 
that you have been storing up.

In Belleville, you will hear what fires up officers 
and helps them and their states thrive. You will see 
that it is not only motivational speeches and incentives 
that produce bursts of enthusiasm. What really makes 
people perform to the best of their abilities for long 
periods of time will be witnessed. Most 
of all you will see what causes officers 
and members to put their hearts into 
their work.

Helene Shepard

“If not us, who?  
If not now, when?”

—John F. Kennedy
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CDAInAction
Catholic Daughters Making a Difference

Texas Court Donates Roasters  
for Charity 
Court Our Lady Queen of Hope #2289, Brazoria, Texas, 
presented Knights of Columbus Brazoria Council #8548 
with ten roasters for the Knight’s Annual Bazaar. The 
Daughters and Knights work together on fund raisers 
to provide youth scholarships, food donations and many 
other community charities.

Front row, left to right, Nelda Walkewicz, treasurer, Mamie 
Sanchez, regent, Theresa Liserio, Sylvia Garcia, Eva King, Lina 
Gamino, vice regent, Susie Hernandez, financial secretary, and 
Bertha Hruby. Back row, left to right, Tony Liserio, Raymond 
Punch, Richard Walkewicz, Wink Bowling, David Lewis and 
Raymond Garcia.

Oklahoma Courts Attend March for 
Life in Tulsa
Members of Court Saint Kateri #2247, Sapulpa, Court Queenship 
of Mary #1735 and Court Queen of Peace, #2204, of Tulsa, 
attended the Sixth Annual March for Life on January 22. The 
evening began with Mass at Holy Family Cathedral followed by 
a March through Tulsa which ended at a park where former state 
representative, author and pro-life advocate, Rebecca Hamilton 
was the keynote speaker. Over 1,000 attended.

Before Mass at Holy Family Cathedral, left to right, Kay Taldo, Cindy 
Cavenah, Cindy Tanner, Liz Williams, Idella Miller and Pat Miles. 

New Hampshire Court Makes 
and Donates Totes
Members of Court Pope John Paul II, # 2602, Penacook, 
New Hampshire, turned upholstery samples from a local 
furniture store into sturdy, practical totes which the court 
sold at its annual Cookie Walk/Christmas Craft Fair. In 
observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service 
in January the court donated 50 totes to the Friends 
Program (according to its website, the Friends Program 
“strengthens communities by building relationships that 
empower people, encourage community service, and 
restore faith in the human spirit…”).

In the photo, behind some of the totes, are, left to right, Betty 
Vezina, Kathy St. Louis, Beverly Barrett, Mary Hughes, Claudette 
Flora, Sally Novak and Katie Lynch, coordinator of the Friends 
RSVP (Retired and Senior Volunteer Program.)

Arizona Court Holds  
Rummage Sale 
Court Our Lady of 
Lourdes #2278, Sun City 
West, Arizona, held the 
court’s annual rummage 
sale, which the court 
said this year “proved 
to be the biggest and 
best sale ever with 
profits over $28,000 
to distribute to over 30 
of our charities.” In the 
photo are co-chairs Joan 
Cosson, regent, left, with 
Lucy Horner, membership chair. The court is also 
celebrating its 30th Anniversary this year.
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CDAInAction
www.catholicdaughters.org

New York Court Speaks Out Against 
Human Trafficking
Members of Court Dr. Tom Dooley #2183, Lake Placid, New York, 
gave a PowerPoint presentation entitled, “Become a Shepherd. 
Stop Human Trafficking and Exploitation.” It was developed by 
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops/Migration and 
Refugee Services. Coincidentally, it took place on the Feast Day 
of St. Josephine Bakhita, which was declared by Pope Francis 
as the first International Day of Prayer and Awareness against 
Human Trafficking. The presentation was divided into three parts: 
Catholic teaching on human trafficking; Identification of victims 
and specific situations in which individuals can be trapped; 
Signs of a trafficked person and what someone should do if they 
suspect a case of human trafficking.

Court display at Trafficking Presentation

Massachusetts State Court Contributes to Pro Life Cause
The Massachusetts State Court, joined by State 
Chaplain Rev. William Salmon and State Spiritual 
Advisor Sister Ellen Powers, CSJ, presented a 
check from the court’s Pennies for the Unborn fund 
to Cardinal Archbishop Sean P. O’Malley for the 
Archdiocese’s Pro Life office. The court was honored 
to learn that the Massachusetts Catholic Daughters 
are the largest donors to the Pro Life office, having 
contributed more than $100,000 over the years, a 
result of the generosity of Massachusetts local courts. 

Left to right, Nancy Meehan, Massachusetts state treasurer; Maureen Trainor, first vice state regent; Judi Shooter, state regent; Cardinal 
Archbishop Sean P. O’Malley; Rev. William Salmon, state chaplain; Sister Ellen Powers, CSJ, state spiritual advisor; Patricia Abruzese 
Johnston, second vice state regent; and Patricia McShane, state secretary.

California Court Brightens 
Holiday for Incarcerated 
Youth
Members of Court Our Lady of the Angels, #2599, 
Burbank, California, together with Deacon Ryan 
Adams of Saint Charles Borromeo Church in North 
Hollywood where the court meets, visited Central 
Juvenile Hall in downtown Los Angeles to prepare 
Christmas bags for incarcerated young men. The 
bags were distributed on Christmas morning 
followed by a dinner and the group was able to 
spend time in fellowship and ‘breaking bread’ with 
the young men.

Wearing festive Santa hats in the parking lot of the 
Juvenile Hall, are, left to right, JoAnne Lazar, Debbie 
Caruso, Debra Burley, vice regent; Wynsdey Adams, past 
regent; Deacon Adams and Kris Van Cleve, regent. 
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CDAInAction
Catholic Daughters Making a Difference

Minnesota Court Renews Catholic 
Daughters Message for Parish
Court St. Rita #409, Perham, Minnesota, hosted a booth 
at a Parish Renewal that was held to “Renew, Refresh and 
Redo” parish committees and church organizations. The 
booth exhibited posters, pamphlets, state and national data, 
court charter and the Catholic Daughters banner, all invitingly 
displayed to demonstrate what the CDA has to offer to the 
parish’s Catholic women. In the photo, holding “quiet bags” 
in front of the booth, are, right to left, Regent Dianne Rohde-
Szarke and Florence “Fuzz” Hammers.

Massachusetts Court  
Provides Safety for Victims
Court James F. Stanton #943, Hyde Park, 
Massachusetts, held a kitchen and bath shower to 
raise funds for the Human Trafficking Safe House, 
which helps victims of sex trafficking. Over 
100 items were collected. The court’s spiritual 
advisor, Sister Barbara Lavin, is associated with 
the Safe House. In the photo, holding bags of 
collected items, are, left to right, Catherine Hart, 
Mary Groden and Bridget Hession.

New Jersey Court Helps Homeless 
Pregnant Women
Members of Court Regina 
Coeli #940, Dunellen, New 
Jersey, donated $5,000 
to The Center for Great 
Expectations in Somerset. 
According to its website, 
the Center is “A safe place, 
a safe presence and a safe 
path for homeless, pregnant 
or parenting, adult women 
and adolescents, and their 
children to overcome, and 
break the destructive generational cycle of trauma, abuse, 
homelessness and addiction.” In the photo, Regent Elizabeth 
Willoughby, left, holds the check she will present to Peg Wright, 
president and CEO of The Center for Great Expectations.

Arkansas Court Prepares Food  
for the Hungry
Members of Court Our Lady of Victory #564, Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas, pitched in to help out at St. Peter’s 
Saturday Soup Kitchen in Pine Bluff. They cooked 
and served a meal for those less fortunate, and had a 
feeling of satisfaction for their kindness. Court member 
Shannon Morgan said, “people were given much-
needed nourishment and we received the blessings of 
being able to share a meal with our neighbors.”

Front row, seated, left to right, Janie Culpepper, Stephanie 
Frase, Tena Gulutzo and Rosemary Smith. Second row, left 
to right, Mollie Boeving, Helen Duhart, Pat Elmore, Lita King 
and Judy Erstine. Back row, left to right, Connie Boutwell, 
Wendy Ruggeri, Theresa Kraeszig and Kathryn Brickey.
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Catch Fire!
Olga Samaniego

First Vice National Regent
Spiritual Enhancement Chairman

I have often been intrigued by the wonderful words in 1 Thessalonians 5:19, “Do not 

put out the Spirit’s fire.” Some translations say, “Do not stifle the Spirit.” God has 

placed His Spirit in each one of us, and as Christian women and Catholic Daughters, 

we count on that Spirit to give us wisdom and strength.

We count on the Spirit of God to enable us to live 
the life to which we are called. Knowing that, I am 
sure that none of us wants to quench the fire of the 
Holy Spirit in our lives—so, I think it is important to 
recognize at least one huge enemy of the Spirit of God: 
FEAR! 

Fear will shut us down! Fear can be a powerful 
thing—even a palpable thing—but it is never from God. 
The Spirit is always calling us to step out in faith and to 
go where the Spirit is leading, but we are never forced. 
We have the gift of free will to answer God’s call or 
not. Most of us would like to answer the call joyfully 
and experience a life lived completely in the will of 
God, but fear keeps us from doing so. We get caught 
up in the “what if ’s” and the “how can I’s” instead 
of saying, “Yes, Lord.” Often, if we are caught up in a 
serious situation and we are praying for guidance and 
consolation, fear stops us from experiencing God’s 
presence. We can’t feel Him, so we think He has 
abandoned us. These are the times when it is vital to 
stay connected to God through His Word. We need 
to take God’s promises in Scripture, commit them 
to memory, and hold on to them tightly. We need to 
concentrate on Paul’s words, “For God did not give 
us a spirit of cowardice but rather of power and love 
and self-control,” (2 Timothy 1:7) and “Fear is useless, 

what is needed is trust.” (Luke 8:50) 
A court that is vital and on fire with zeal for God’s 

work does not happen accidentally. It also does not 
happen without determination and perseverance. A 
court that is on fire is the result of women who trust 
God and who are obedient to His direction DESPITE 
their reluctance or fear. A court on fire is a court whose 
members are steeped in prayer and who know, deep 
down in their hearts, that their Shepherd is leading 
them, so they are safe no matter what. 

My dear sisters, merely existing as a court today is 
not enough. As Scripture tells us, God is not pleased 
with our being lukewarm. (Rev 3:16) In order to witness 
God’s love we need to be IN love. I encourage you to 
spend time with God-individually and collectively. 
Receive the Eucharist and worship at Holy Hour 
together. Ask the Spirit of God to stir up His gifts in 
you. Pray for a burning zeal to do God’s will. He will 
not let those prayers go unanswered. Finally, enjoy 
the journey. I cannot promise you that 
following the Spirit of God without 
fear will lead to an easy life, but I can 
promise that it will be a magnificent 
one!! 

Olga Samaniego
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Ways to Support our 
National Headquarters2

A Window ofOpportunity
A new way to support the 1903  Society

C
ofD A

® Perpetual
Membership

Memorialize a needed window at

the National Office for only $1,000
• Windows will be energy efficient thus saving money

• Window will keep with the décor of the historic
neighborhood

• Receive a Certificate and an inscription on a Plaque
of Honor at the National Office.

Send Window checks made payable to: 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas with 
Window of Opportunity in the memo to: 
Sherry Nilles, 711 25th Ave., Sheldon, IA 51201

Support the upkeep of the 

Grand Old Lady for only $1,903
• Become a Perpetual Member of the 1903Society
• Make a Pledge of $1903

• Receive a plaque and an inscription on the Wall of
Honor at the National Office. 

• Receive a 1903Society Pin and Membership Card

Send Pledge checks made payable to: 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas with 
1903 Pledge in the memo to: Helene Shepard,
PO Box 455, Washingtonville, NY 10992

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________ City ___________________________ State ___________ Zip _______________

Court __________________________________________________________________________________________ Number ___________________

Inscription (Max. 3 lines 25 characters each, includes spaces) __________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Complete this form and mail with your check, made payable to 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas to the appropriate address listed above.

• Honor outgoing Officers, District Deputies, Chairmen •

• Donate in memory of a deceased member •

• The perfect Mother’s Day gift •

q 1903 Pledge
q Window of Opportunity 
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FocusOnYouth
SHARE Will Only Accept Digital Photos From Now On
Beginning with the Fall issue of SHARE, we will only accept digital photos in “JPEG” form. The definition of 
JPEG is inexplicably technical, but it is very commonly used for pictures taken with digital cameras. Photos 
and stories should still be sent by email to Tom Panas at (cdashare@aol.com).

The reasons for the change are twofold: first, digital photos are usually much clearer and brighter than 
hard copy photos; second, handling both digital and hard copy photos has become cumbersome and time 
consuming, slowing down the production process for SHARE.

The fall issue will be mailed on September 30; the deadline for submitting stories and photos is July 15. 
Winter SHARE mails on December 29 – deadline, October 15.

Texas Juniors and Seniors 
Help Underprivileged Kids
Members of Court of St. Genevieve #917, Falls City, 
Texas, joined forces with their junior court to make 
Easter baskets for local underprivileged children. 
Their combined efforts resulted in over 285 baskets 
decorated on Palm Sunday that were delivered to 
the children’s homes on Holy Saturday morning.

Standing in the midst of the many beautiful Easter 
baskets they prepared are, front row, Zoie Lyssy, Audrey 
Pawelek, Annica Lyssy and Rachel Lyssy; middle row, 
Rebekah Pawelek, Madison Dziuk and Jordan Dziuk; back 
row, Karissa Jarzombek, Dianne Dziuk, Melissa Dziuk, 
Janice Lyssy, Bernadette Horton, Cheryl Stone, Karen 
Dziuk and Debbie Pawelek (not pictured, Amy Horton).

New York Court Announces  
Education Contest Winners
Students from nearby schools gathered at Sacred Heart School 
in North Merrick to receive recognition for awards in the Court 
Bishop Kellenberg #1756, North Merrick, New York, Education 
Contest. The contest themes were “Love Your Neighbor As 
Yourself” and “Be A Good Neighbor.” The categories included 
essay, poetry, art, computer art, music and photography. In 
the photo, award-winning students pause behind a Unity and 
Charity banner on the Sacred Heart School stage.

FocusOnYouth
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Education Contest Winners Announced by Pennsylvania Court
For the National Education Contest, Court Our Lady 
of the Alleghenies #1755, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania, 
received 148 entries. The court held an award celebration 
for the young winners at St. Catherine’s Church hall in 
Duncansville. Refreshments were served, cash awards and 
certificates were distributed, and the court encouraged 
the winners to take religious articles that court members 
had accumulated since last year. 

The winners, front row, left to right, Ian Durbin, Abby Conrad, 
Allison Becker, Danielle Mueller and Amelia Partner. Back row, 
left to right, Edna Neely, education chairman, Zak Dodson, 
Anthony Edwards, Andrew Foster, Evan Wandersee, Erin Himes 
and Catie Livingstone. Others who received awards are not in the 
photo because they were in a basketball tournament that night.

Iowa Court Announces Education Contest Winners 
Court Ave Maria #302, Des Moines, Iowa, 
announced education contest winners for essay, 
poem and artwork. The topics were “Love Your 
Neighbor As Yourself” or “Be a Good Neighbor.” 
The winners are from the fourth grade at the 
Holy Family School. In the photo, front row, Carol 
Pearson, court member, Lillian Davilla, Selna 
Estrada and Peggy Jacobson, regent. Second row, 
Doris Landwehr, contest chair, Lisa Thurston and 
Holy Family School Principal Martin Flaherty. Not 
pictured, Joseph Ferguson.

Louisiana Court Nourishes College and High School Students
Members of Court Padre Pio #2141, Cottonport, Louisiana, 
prepared and served a meal to students from Louisiana 
State University (LSU) and the High School Academy. 
Lynn Ray, director of the Catholic Youth Center, expressed 
her gratitude to CDA members on behalf of students and 
faculty who attended. Standing in front of the oak tree 
at the luncheon are court meambers, left to right, Kathy 
Lemoine, Regent Sue White, Judy Galland, Charlene Riche, 
Carol Tassin, Melanie Gauthier and Carolyn Gauthier.
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Colorado Junior Court Installs Officers and Receives New Members
JCDA Court Sacred Heart installed new officers and held a reception 
for two new members during Mass celebrated by Chaplain Rev. Patrick 
Valdez, C.R. Sponsored by Court Sacred Heart #1606, Cortez, Colorado, 
Court Sacred Heart is the only JCDA court in Colorado. Colorado State 
Regent Mary Helen Ganir welcomed officers President Rachel Zetts, Vice 
President Zepphra Gallegos, Secretary Norah West, Co-Treasurers Elinore 
Muhonen and Julia West, and new members Andria Battle and Alyssa 
Jaramillo. Junior court advisors are Margaret Martinez, Rachel Muhonen, 
Jill West and Chaplain Rev. Patrick Valdez, C.R.

Gathering on the altar after the ceremony are, back row, Rachel Muhonen, Shari 
Garchar, Kayla Garchar, Father Valdez, Lucita Zetts, Zepphra Gallegos and Jill 
West. Middle row, Colorado State Regent Mary Helen Ganir, Norah West, Rachel 
Zetts and Elinore Muhonen. Front row, Andria Battle, Julia West and Alyssa 
Jaramillo. Photo credit Lynda Brenner. 

California Institutes First JCDA Court in 20 Years 
Sponsored by Court Santa Sophia #2520, Spring 
Valley, California, JCDA Court Our Lady Seat of 
Wisdom was instituted with 18 charter members. 
The junior court has since grown at a steady pace, 
receiving a $1000 grant to help orphans in Tecate, 
Mexico, providing baby items for Catholic Charities, 
assembling “blessing baskets” for the homeless 
and creating spiritual programs for their court. 

Members of the newly-instituted JCDA Court pause 
beneath a statue of Our Lady Seat of Wisdom with 
California State Regent, Melody Ciaravino, far left; JCDA 
advisor, Melinda Bauers, top left; Chaplain Rev. Jacob 
Bertrand, top right; and Youth Chairman Melissa Hiatt, 
right.

Massachusetts Court Awards Scholarship
Court St. John Eudes, #987, Hudson, Massachusetts, awarded $500 to 
the court’s 2014 scholarship recipient, John Paul Colaianni. John attends 
Fitchburg State College where he majors in communication. In the photo, 
John accepts the check from Financial Secretary Mary Rubino, who is also 
his grandmother. Scholarship Chair Janet Wisti was not present when the 
photo was taken.
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New South Dakota Court Instituted
Court St. George #2688, Hartford, South Dakota, was 
instituted on Sunday February 22, 2015, with 38 charter 
members. New members were received during Mass 
celebrated by Court Chaplain Rev. Paul King. A meeting 
followed in which officers were elected. Tracy Ketcham 
was elected regent, Carolee Kapperman, vice regent, 
Laura Bjergaard, recording secretary, Joyce Luke, financial 
secretary and Donna Perrion, treasurer. Special guests 
and ceremonial participants included Rev. Paul King, 
Shirley Seyfried, national regent and the South Dakota 
state officers. Officers of Court Mother Teresa #2510 of 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, assisted. 

Irish Eyes Smile On  
Washington Court
For the second year members of Court Washington #196, 
Spokane, Washington, decorated two cars for Spokane’s 
annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade and displayed a court 
logo in the back of one of the cars. Theirs was among 100 
entries in what is a favorite event in Spokane. In the photo, 
left to right, are Kathy Imhold, Kathryn Aguilar, Ginny 
Terpending, Honorary Leprechaun Pat Connell, Regent 
Frances Bopp and Vice Regent Eileen Howie.

Texas Court Honors Patron Saint 
Anniversary
Members of Court St. Teresa of Avila #2500, New Caney, Texas, 
were invited to attend the 500th anniversary of the birth of 
St. Teresa by the Secular Order of Discalced Carmelites. They 
received this invitation because theirs is the only court in Texas 
for whom St. Teresa of Avila is the patron saint. In the photo, 
gathered around the banner of St. Teresa, are, from left to right, 
Kathie Enloe, Linda Campos, recording secretary; Ezola O’Rear, 
Jeanne Fuchser, Delores Green, regent; Elizabeth Reagin, Mary 
Ann Marchette, Toni Metoyer, Jane Mulhern and Amelia Krolczyk.

Alaska Court Helps Seminarians
Court St. Pius X, #1866, Anchorage, Alaska, presents 
a check for $1,848 to Most Rev. Roger Schwietz, 
Archbishop of Anchorage, Alaska, and seminarian 
Kevin Klump after a morning Mass at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Church in Anchorage. The money will 
go towards supplying seminarians with matching 
surplices. Court St. Pius said the gift was given in 
gratitude for the outstanding job Archbishop Schwietz 
has done to promote vocations over the years. 
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Maryland Court Enjoys Girls 
Night Out 
Court St. Louis #2579, Clarksville, Maryland, held a Girls 
Night Out Dinner and Fashion Show fundraiser. Eleven 
vendors displayed merchandise and five raffle items 
were beautifully displayed, including a basket called 
Remembering Tonight with six vendor products. After 
a delicious Italian buffet, attendees watched court 
members (and one granddaughter) twirl and glide as 
they modeled casual women’s clothing. Members of the 
fundraising committee were Tammy Sczepanski and Patty 
Tarka (co-chairs), Daria McGehee, Debbie Mangus, Janice 
Vanisko, Martha Galante, Sally Regnier, Peg Whyte, Edna 
Ballard and Mary Lea Bain. 

“Fashion models,” left to right, Janice Vanisko, Caryl Gazmen, Judy 
Breiner, Mary Lea Bain, Peg Whyte, Joan Abernathy, Loretta Shields, 
Nancy Carey, Sally Fleshman and her granddaughter, Sarah Hallis.

Louisiana Court Donates to  
Southeast War Veterans Home
Members of Court St. Theresa of Avila, #1955, Gonzales, 
Louisiana, made the court’s third annual visit to the Southeast 
War Veterans Home in Reserve, Louisiana. They delivered 
t-shirts, socks, tissue paper, art supplies and books, all of which 
were collected throughout the year. Court members enjoy 
visiting with the residents and having the opportunity to express 
gratitude and support to the men and women who bravely 
served in the armed forces. 

Standing behind the gifts for the veterans home residents, are, front 
row, left to right, Chairperson Mary Delaune, Barbara Masson, Shirley 
Bourque and Carole Rachal. Back row, left to right, Barbara Maples, 
Sherry Brisco, Susan Dupuis and Ethelyn Rome.

New York Court Holds Annual 
Baby Shower
Court Victory #595, Bay Shore, New York, held its 
annual baby shower at a court meeting. A volunteer 

from the Life Center of 
Long Island received the 
baby gifts. According to 
its website, the Center’s 
mission is, “ to promote, 
encourage and foster 
public sentiment for the 

dignity and respect of human life from conception 
to natural death.” In the photo, from left to right, 
Elizabeth Allen, Barbara Price, recording secretary 
and co-chair, Susan Hartmann, co-chair, Carolina 
McCarthy and Rose Eckrich.

Oklahoma Courts Visit Shrine
Members of various Oklahoma Courts made a  pilgrimage to 
the “National Shrine of the Infant Jesus of Prague” in Prague, 
Oklahoma.  The pilgrimage included Mass, a traditional Czech 
meal, and benediction. The beautiful day of prayer, repose and 
sisterhood has been a tradition for many years. 

Pilgrims, front row, left to right, Leonora Stramski, Pat Miles, Elizabeth 
Williams, Elizabeth Cooper and an unidentified person. Back row, left to 
right, Angela Carroll, Pat Holcomb, Rhonda Howell, Brenda Lovett, Idella 
Miller and Cindy Tanner. Not present for the photo was Cindy Cavenah.
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California Court Receives  
Donation and Helps Church
Court Whittier #519, Whittier, California, received a 
pleasant surprise at the court’s annual fundraiser when 
they learned that a 60-year member who passed away 
had left a donation to the court in her will. As a memorial 
to her, and gift to St. Mary’s Church, the funds were used 
to renovate a shrine at the church, for which the Catholic 
Daughters purchased a new Blessed Virgin marble statue 
and had a new stone grotto built to surround the statue. 
Court members provided new landscaping and placed a 
memorial plaque to honor the donor.

Past Regents Virginia Lucero, Doris Henley and Lydia Tijerina; 
current Regent, Kathy Galvan. 

Texas Court Holds Super Bowl 
Sunday Sale
Court Mother of Unity #2292, Houston, Texas, hosted 
a festive Super Bowl luncheon that raised over $2,100 
for the court’s charities and scholarship program. Lunch 
consisted of loaded baked potatoes, with or without 
barbecue, salad and drink. Those attending had the 
option to dine in or take the food home. There were also 
homemade cakes, pies, cookies and other desserts. In 
the photo, holding a copy of the flyer and dressed as “Mr. 
& Mrs. Potato Head,” are Kathleen Taylor and Irene Flynn.

Pennsylvania Court Members 
Collect Lots of Socks
The members of Court Easton #358, Easton, 
Pennsylvania, have collected over 2000 pairs of socks 
from local parishes. The parishioners were so generous 
and the project so successful, the court will continue the 
project this year. In the photo, standing with many of 
the pairs of socks they collected, are Sally Ann Lerch, 
Patricia Bleam, Mary Marzen, district deputy, Mary 
Strucko, Deborah Starace and Marianne Williams. 

Louisiana Court Donates CDA 
History Book to Library
Court St. Bridget of Sweden #2461, Schriever, Louisiana, 
donated a copy of the Catholic Daughter history book, “The 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas: A Century in Review” 
to the North Branch Library in Gray, Louisiana. In the photo, 
at the book presentation, are, left to right, Amy Richterberg, 
recording secretary, Faie Duplantis, regent, Diana Bailly, court 
member and parish librarian, Sandra Picou, treasurer and 
Jeannie Aucoin, financial secretary.
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Texas Court Makes Shrine  
Pilgrimage
Court Most Precious Blood #2380, Corpus Christi, Texas, 
sponsored a Spiritual Enhancement Pilgrimage to the 
Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle National Shrine 
in San Juan, Texas. The Basilica was designated as a Minor 
Basilica by Pope John Paul II on June 12, 1999. Sister Rose 
Garay, pilgrim outreach director, gave a presentation about 
Lent after which pilgrims went to confession at the Basilica, 
followed by a Saturday evening Mariachi Mass and a healing 
service. On Sunday morning, pilgrims visited the Grotto of 
St. Jude Thaddeus for prayer and reflection.

Pausing for a picture after Sister Garay’s presentation are, front 
row, left to right, Rebecca Aguilar, Cyndi Duarte, vice regent, Cindy 
Doxey, regent, Ana Cassiano, Mary Alice Garcia, Cookie Adame, 
Aurora Canales. Back row, left to right, Jeanette Flores, Louisa 
Fuentes, Rosie Rodriguez, financial secretary, and Oliva Rodriguez.

Massachusetts Court Joins Knights 
for Simple Supper
Court Sacred Hearts #864, Bradford, Massachusetts, joined 
Knights of Columbus Council 5004, Bradford Groveland, for 
the Simple Supper held prior to the weekly Stations of the 
Cross during Lent. The stations, In the Eyes of Mary, were 
read by court members Maureen Trainor, Massachusetts first 
vice state regent, and Priscilla DeLong, Court Sacred Hearts 
spiritual enhancement chair. Tim Cosgrove of Knights Council 
5004 was the cross bearer. After soup was served, the Stations 
of the Cross followed. In the photo Daughters and Knights 
stand behind the table on which rests the simple supper.

North Carolina Court Loves  
to Dance
Court St. Bernadette #2629 Fuquay-Varina, North Carolina, 
held a night of “laughter, music, good food, dancing, 
photo taking and door prizes.” Special thanks were given 
to the Junior Catholic Daughters who served food and the 
Confirmation Teens who helped decorate. Court friends 
and family, and parishioners attended. Leftovers were 
given to the St. Bernadette Church Pantry for distribution 
the next morning.

Among those who paused from dancing and the festivities were 
court members Sylvia DeLeon, Diane Rieke, Vivian Kelly, Colleen 
Gray, Colleen Bradley, JoAnn Baudais and Chaplain Rev. Gregory 
Anatuanya.

Noon Lunch By Minnesota 
Court Raises Funds
Court Queen of Peace #1558, Slayton, Minnesota, 
prepares and serves a noon lunch for church and 
community members each year at Lent. The lunch 
provides funds for scholarships for graduating seniors 
and the charitable needs of CDA members and the 
community. In the photo, taking a brief pause from their 
hard work in the kitchen are, left to right, Cleota Platt, 
Alice Knutson, John DeGreeff, Roger Halbut, Glenna 
Miller and Joann Halbur. The court feels very fortunate 
that several men volunteered to help with dishwashing.
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Arizona Court Cares for Children
Court Our Lady of the Lake, #2213, Lake Havasu City, Arizona, 
provides child care for children up to five years old on the first 
Sunday and first Tuesday of the month, September through 
May. The children enjoy toys in the pre-school room while court 
members Maurine Rivera and Gloria Chieruzzi supervise their 
activities. Parents with children in kindergarten through fifth grade 
can attend a Religious Education class with Deacon Jeff Arner in 
order to help their children with three lessons each month.

The child care providers enjoy the children and make them 
happy by reading stories, singing, drawing, coloring, building 
blocks, Legos and acting out ring around the rosy.

Children play happily under the watchful eyes of Maurine Rivera and Gloria 
Chieruzzi.

New Mexico Court Wins 
First Place Award for Float
Rewarded for five hours of assembling their 
float, members of Court San Clemente de Los 
Lunas #2594, Los Lunas, New Mexico, won first 
prize in the July 4th parade. Standing in front of 
their prize-winning float, are, left to right, Lynn 
Sandoval, Lora Chavez and Shelia Wessels. On the 
float, standing, left to right, Nicole Lucero, Barbara 
Rumschlag, Regent Linda Burkhard and Aliandra 
Maes; sitting, left to right, Joyce Rumshlag, Inez 
Gonzales, Evelyn Ward (Inez’s granddaughter), 
Mary Worley and Sally Gonzales. 

Maryland Court Gives Valentine Gifts to 
Hospitalized Children
Members of Court St. Joseph #2300, Eldersburg, Maryland, visited the 
Ronald McDonald House Charities in Baltimore. In addition to “super 
hero” capes that the court sewed for the hospitalized children and their 
siblings, members prepared over 100 Valentine gift boxes filled with 
chocolate treats. In the photo, holding the gift boxes, are, left to right 
Anne Burgan, Sheila Carlina, Rosemary Tyler and Midge Weber.

Lincoln Court Displays 
Nine Foot Rosary
Members of Court Charles #472, Lincoln, 
Nebraska, held a special Lenten devotion 
with a nine foot rosary that regent Alice 
Rotter purchased in Rome. Pictured with the 
Rosary are Rev. Leo Seiker, Eileen Childerston, 
Kathy Morris, Marvalee Richardson, Darlene 
Blankenau and Margaret Gross. The devotion 
was held at the Knights of Columbus Hall.
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California Court Helps Pregnancy Services
Court Guardian Angel #1520, Montebello, California, held a baby 
shower and luncheon to benefit Guadalupe Pregnancy Services, 
which, according to its website, provides “education on alternatives 
to abortion, abstinence, fetal development, parenting and post-
abortion help to the community at large.” The gifts from the baby 
shower were presented to Guardian Angel Director Louisa Day.

At the shower surrounding their baby gifts are, left to right, Lillian Gaitan, 
Espie Chavez, Irma Day, Isabel Perkins, Rosemarie Melendrez, Josie Gomez, 
JoAnne Sandoval, Aurelia Garcia, Nancie Rose, Maryann Aarset, Irene 
Gomez, regent, Eileen Viera, Olivia Flores, Eva Tellez, Anna Hernandez, 
Betty Keys and Teresa Arnold.

Guam Court Helps Mothers in Need
Court Our Lady of Camarin #2047, Tamuning, Guam, collected 
baby items from court members and donated them to Kamalen 
Karidad, a Catholic organization that helps mothers in need. In 
the photo, front, left to right, Emma Aflague, Deacon Rev. Frank 
Tenorio and Regent Priscilla Muna. Back, left to right, Patricia 
Guerrero, LouJean Borja, Cecilia Perez and Evelyn Rodriguez.

New York Court Hosts National Officers 
A recent trip to the National Headquarters 
by National Regent Shirley Seyfried and 
National Regent-Elect Helene Shepard 
happened to coincide with the Spring Fling 
Dinner and Basket Auction hosted by Court 
Stella Maris #822, Freeport, New York, home 
court of Executive Director Mary Impellizeri 
and Administrative Assistant Theresa Duran. 
Shirley and Helene traveled home with Mary 
and Theresa on the subways of New York City 
and the Long Island Railroad to attend the 
event. The court was honored to have such 
prestigious guests! The event, also attended by 
New York State Regent Mary Ziesig, First Vice 
State Regent Heather Rave (who graciously 
gave the National Officers a ride back to 10 West 71st St.), District Deputy Connie D’Auria and Karen Rave, financial secretary 
of Court St. Ann, Mother of Mary #2419, Washingtonville, New York, is the court’s largest and most financially successful 
annual fundraiser. 

Executive Director Mary Impellizeri, National Regent Shirley Seyfried, National 
Regent-Elect Helene Shepard, and Administrative Assistant Theresa Duran pose 
with just 2 of the baskets won by the National Officers. 
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“All In the Family” for Minnesota 
Court 
Nine members of one family comprising three generations are 
members of Court St. Cabrini #1466, Fergus Falls, Minnesota. They 
include Frances Thorson, mother, who is celebrating her 90th birthday, 
her six daughters and two granddaughters. In the photo, front row: 
Della Hulter, Frances Thorson and Margaret Fredrickson. Back row: 
Judy Zenner, Marcia Schauff, Delphine Steiner, Jean Rustand and 
granddaughters Angie Polejewski and Julianna Lindsey.

Texas Court Honors People Who Make a Difference
Court Queen of the Holy Rosary, #2282, La 
Grange, Texas, held a special Valentine’s dinner 
to honor the court’s chaplain and district 
deputy, and the church deacon. Court officers, 
members, husbands and special guests joined 
the celebration. A social began with a “happy 
half-hour” followed by a potluck dinner. In the 
photo, surrounded by well-wishers, are Deacon 
John McCourt, Rev. Dan Kahlich and District 
Deputy Terry Wagner.

North Dakota Court Receives New Members
Court St. Catherine #323, Dickinson, North Dakota, received ten new 
members at the Queen of Peace Church. In the photo, front row, left 
to right, Linda Meyer, first vice-regent, Renae Sticka, regent, Marlene 
Biondo, Trasa Diem, Donna Wolf, Daphne Hecker, Barbara Nelson, 
recording secretary and Marie Fichter, financial secretary. Back 
row, left to right, Deacon Robert Stockert, court chaplain, Mary Ann 
Krush, Kathleen Tooz, June Haller, Linda Koller, Peggy Stieg and Linda 
Filkowski, treasurer. Not present for the photo was Jeanne Hecker.

Texas Court Honors Chaplain’s 1903 Society Membership
Court St. Bernadette #1108, East Bernard, Texas, presented Court Chaplain 
Rev. Donald Ruppert with a plaque designating him a Perpetual Member 
of the 1903 Society. The court made the donation of $1,903 in Fr. Ruppert’s 
name to help preserve and maintain the National Headquarters building in 
New York City. Father Ruppert is also the Texas State Chaplain and, during 
Past National Regent Libby Ramirez’ tenure, was the first National Clergy 
Consultant from Texas. He is an historian of the Catholic Daughters with 
extensive knowledge of the Daughters’ history and traditions. In the photo, 
Father Ruppert holds the plaque he received from Court St. Bernadette.
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Oregon Court Makes Hats for Cancer Patients
Diagnosed with Stage III breast cancer last year, Kathy Wegner 
of Court St. Anne #1089, Oregon City, Oregon, underwent 
surgery followed by chemotherapy and radiation treatments. 
As happens often, the treatments resulted in hair loss. Kathy 
felt terrible about her appearance. Wearing scarves helped for 
awhile, but when Kathy asked court members to make beautiful 
hats, a new court ministry, Hats for Cancer Patients, was born. 
As of January, 196 fleece hats, 12 baseball caps, 4 ladies dress 
hats and ten scarves were made and distributed to Portland 
Providence, Good Samaritan Hospital Cancer Center and the 
Legacy Meridian Park Infusion Center. A box of assorted hats 
and scarves was also donated to a parish youth undergoing 
treatment. The primary Hats for Cancer Patients hat makers/
support group are Mary Van Agtmael, Pat Para, Diane Bernert, Pat Bredemann, Linda Carlson, Laura Jaimes, Jeanne Miller and 
her mother, Carol Trumble, Mary Adams and Rita Wisher. “I want to help cancer patients feel beautiful and confident,” Kathy said. 

Kathy Wegner, surrounded by support givers and hat makers.

Connecticut State Welcomes  
New Bishop
Connecticut courts invited Most Rev. Frank Caggiano, newly-
assigned bishop of Bridgeport, Connecticut, to Mass and 
breakfast in order to meet Connecticut Catholic Daughters. 
Connecticut State Regent Amy Stavola provided a brief history 
of the CDA, including National Projects, National Charities and 
programs, as well as a history of the Connecticut Catholic 
Daughters and their good works. Court Regents spoke of the 
many charities and programs the courts support throughout 
Connecticut and the Diocese of Bridgeport. All of Connecticut’s 
courts were represented. Bishop Caggiano was presented with 
a copy of “The Catholic Daughters of the Americas: A Century 
in Review.”

Committee member Mary Louise Flowers, Committee Chair Karen 
Iaco, State Chaplain Rev. Matthew Mauriello, Bishop Caggiano, Amy 
Stavola and committee member Beverly Buonaiuto. Absent from the 
photo was committee member Margaret Sandstrum.

New York Court Honors  
Court Members
Members of Court Bishop McDonnell #1403, Babylon, 
New York, gathered for Mass and the Court’s 69th Annual 
Communion Breakfast to honor members for their years 
of dedication to the Catholic Daughters. National Regent-
Elect Helene Shepard was keynote speaker and New York 
First Vice State Regent Heather Rave was special guest. 
In the photo, attending breakfast, are Court Chaplain 
Deacon Mike Leyden, Financial Secretary Flo Berhalter, 
Treasurer Pat Colletti, Helene Shepard, Heather Rave, 
Regent Stephanie Conley, Recording Secretary Corinne 
Samon and Vice Regent Mary Lou Bartsch.
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Washington Court Honors Centennial
Clergy, officers and 
members gathered 
to  ce lebrate  the 
100th anniversary of 
Court  Wenatchee 
#255,  Wenatchee, 
Washington. In the 
photo, left to right, are 
Rev. Seamus Kerr, past 
court chaplain, Father 
Tom Kuykendall, court 
chaplain, Most Rev. 
Joseph Tyson, bishop 
of Yakima Diocese, 
Washington, Alice Goodwin, regent, Christy Hall, state regent, Shirley Foster, state treasurer, Carole Hunsaker, vice 
regent, Charlene Dronen, financial secretary and Jan Wallick, treasurer.

New Jersey Court Celebrates 95th Anniversary
Court Giese #439, Gloucester City, New Jersey, 
celebrated its 95th anniversary with Mass at 
St. Mary Church in Gloucester City followed by 
a luncheon celebration at the Kove Restaurant 
in Audubon. New Jersey State Treasurer 
Theresa Dieterick was guest speaker. In the 
photo, left to right, are Past New Jersey State 
Regent Miriam Cicalo, Financial Secretary 
Maryann Crosson, Recording Secretary 
Dorothy Chamberlain, Vice Regent Elaine 
McNutt, Rev. Brian O’Neill, Regent Alice Mendell, Treasurer Patricia Ludwig, District Deputy Connie Rossi and Theresa Dieterick.

Hundredth Anniversary for Minnesota Court
Court Santa Maria #247, Adrian, Minnesota, celebrated its 100th 
anniversary with Mass at St. Adrian Church followed by dinner in 
the church parlor. National, state and local officers were present, 
including National Regent Shirley Seyfreid, Minnesota State Regent 
Ellen Huenke and Second Vice State Regent Evonne Seivert, each of 
whom spoke at the occasion. 

Sharing in the court’s anniversary celebration are, front row, left to right, 
Financial Secretary Mary Mulder, Vice Regent Sue Buffington, Regent Pam 
Konz, Treasurer Renee Wolf and Recording Secretary Sandra Suedkamp. 
Back row, Rev. Andrew Beerman, District Deputy Joan Joens, Minnesota 
State Regent Ellen Huneke, National Regent Shirley Seyfried and Second 
Vice State Regent Evonne Seivert.
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Montana Court 
Celebrates  
Centennial  
Anniversary
Court St. Katherine #239, 
Glendive, Montana, celebrated its 
hundredth anniversary on May 4, 
2014. The court’s 69 members, 
including 11 lifetime members with 
over 50 years of service, shared 
prayer, fellowship, food and 
wonderful memories. First Vice 
National Regent Olga Samaniego, 
who can be seen in the upper 
left hand corner of the photo of 
participants, and National Director 
Janet Martineau, lower right in the 
photo, were present to honor the 
occasion.

Illinois Court  
Celebrates 95 Years
Court West Chicago #432, West Chicago, Illinois, 
celebrated its 95th anniversary with Mass followed 
by a luncheon reception. Regent Linda Alanis 
and Vice Regent Mary Radkiewicz welcomed 
members and guests, among whom were state 
officers and representatives from other Illinois 
courts. The entertainment at the reception was 
“Come On Along – A Journey Through the Eras,” 
which celebrated the history of the court’s 95 
years. The program included a fashion show from 
the 1920s through the present, accompanied by 
music from each decade.
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Unleashed: How to Receive Everything the Holy Spirit 
Wants to Give You
By Sonja Corbitt

(Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, Indiana, 2015)

Reviewed by Peggy Eastman

R eading Sonja Corbitt’s Unleashed is a little like sitting down for an extended coffee break with a good friend who is 
genuinely interested in your hopes and problems.

The author’s chatty, breezy, conversational style carries us along as she explores the Scriptures in the context of God’s 
purpose for our lives.

Corbitt was raised as a Southern Baptist and converted to Catholicism; she served as director of religious education at St. John 
Vianney Catholic Church in Gallatin, Tennessee, is a home-schooling mother, is in formation as a Third Order Carmelite and is a 
columnist for “Catholic Online.” In this book she looks at the whole rich tapestry of human existence: joy, pain, forgiveness, anger, 
restlessness, hurt feelings, love, disappointment, frustration – and more. She understands the 
struggle of what it means to be human in a fallen world. 

The author’s zeal for the Church is evident in the way she discusses how living unleashed 
from fear and open to faith is a genuine gift of the Holy Spirit. As she writes, “When we open 
ourselves wide to the unleashed power of the Holy Spirit in our lives, we discover that we 
ourselves are unleashed from the patterns in our lives that create the most problems for us, 
the toxic habits, patterns, and relationships of our lives.”

Each chapter title is drawn from a question Jesus asked in the Bible. Examples: What Do 
You Wish? Who Touched Me? Do You Love Me? The author suggests reading the book with 
a Bible close at hand and perhaps with the Catechism of the Catholic Church if you are going 
to be reading the book with a study group. Unleashed has a group reading study guide and a 
group facilitator’s guide at the end. 

Just as good friends share their problems, frustrations and joys over a cup of coffee, so 
the author shares hers as she moves from chapter to chapter. She tells us a story about her 
“obsessive perfectionism,” evident when she was preparing for vacation Bible school and 
felt the need to paint a church wall—painstakingly touching up paint bubbles. She shares her 
anger which erupts when her husband opens a card from her father addressed to her – an 
authoritarian father she had not spoken to in a long time. Not realizing that her husband is trying to protect her, she temporarily 
allows her anger to overwhelm her. 

I particularly enjoyed reading about the author’s Aunt Betty, a twice-widowed, fiercely independent, cigarette-smoking, 
childless woman described as “crusty.” When her aunt’s health declined, Corbitt made day trips to her home every month or so with 
her four-year-old in tow to clean Aunt Betty’s house, shop for her and take her to the doctor. The author writes that she dreaded 
those trips, in part because of her aunt’s coarse manners. While scrubbing her aunt’s soiled carpet in air “cloying with cigarette 
smoke almost thick enough to lean against,” Corbitt realizes that she loves her aunt sacrificially and wants to serve her – and needs 
no acknowledgment for doing so. “She rarely had a nice thing to say, yet I had fallen in love with her because in her weakness she 
needed me,” writes the author. This anecdote drew me into thinking about the people in our lives who are hard to love, and to the 
realization that they deserve our love just as much—if not more—than the people we know who are easy to love. 

One of the great gifts of reading books is that we can make “paper friends” with authors we may never meet. Sonja Corbitt is one 
such author, and I agree with Lisa Brenninkmeyer, who wrote in her foreword to the book, “She has been there. She is real. In these 
pages, we find a kindred spirit who offers a hand to help us up.” 
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Pink pearls combine with fi ligree-

capped white pearls and rose-adorned 

crystal beads to create this soothing, 

feminine rosary.  The centerpiece features Our 

Lady of Lourdes and Bernadette.  The crucifi x is 

accented with hearts.

The Roses of Lourdes Rosary will be sent to you in 

gratitude for your gift of $12 or more.  Your donation will 

support the ministries of the Missionary Oblates as we serve 

poor and needy people in our missions around the world.

Thank you for your generous support!

Donate Now Toll-Free At:
1-888-330-6264
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Or Visit: oblatesusa.org/ads
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knowing that this 
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National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows
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crystal beads
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Rosary
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