
FALL 
2016

BRIDGING THE PAST to the Future



LaboureSociety.org

CD-9-2016

651.452.1160

She is called to serve the Church 
and humanity by ministering to  

the poorest of the poor.

B R I D G E  T O  M I R A C L E S

With the help of Catholic Daughters like you, Mallory can 

        dedicate her life to helping others.
Ready to serve.  
Mallory Deschamp holds a degree in Biology and a 
heartfelt desire to serve our Lord as a religious sister 
with the Missionaries of Charity.

Sadly, thousands of vocations are in jeopardy.
Many devout, educated people like Mallory seek 
vocations to religious life or the priesthood each year.  
Many are highly accomplished professionals; all are 
ready to answer God’s call, but something stands in 
their way.

The problem?  
Religious institutions and seminaries rarely accept 
individuals burdened with outstanding education loans.  
This year nearly half of all candidates in the U.S. will 
abandon their vocations for this very reason.

The good news is Mallory’s vocation and many 
others can be saved! 
Since 2003 Labouré has delivered over 240 worthy 
individuals into formation for the priesthood or religious 
life.  Will you join us in building a bridge to miracles?

    YES!  I will support educated, qualified people seeking  
the priesthood or religious life through prayer and donations of:

    $1,000        $500        $250         $100        Other $______

Donate at LaboureSociety.org or mail a tax-deductible donation to:
Labouré Society, 1365 Corporate Center Curve, Suite 104, Eagan, MN 55121

Help us deliver 
new Catholic 
vocations by 
making a 
tax-deductible 
donation today!

Donate today at www.LaboureSociety.org!  
(Or use the mail-in form below).
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New National Chaplain’s Message

Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan
Archbishop of New York

National Chaplain

D
EAR CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS, 

It is a joy to greet you as your National Chaplain. 

I am grateful for the opportunity to pray with 

and for you, in anticipation of the outstanding work 

that I know will be accomplished in the Church and our 

communities through your generosity and service. 

As Saint Teresa of Calcutta, canonized earlier this 

month by our Holy Father, said to the Catholic Daughters 

of the Americas in October of 1972: “Give to our brothers 

and sisters throughout the world as if once more Jesus 

had come into the world cold, hungry, and alone.” The 

Catholic Daughters have indeed embodied these words, 

providing shelter to the needy, and food for the hungry. 

At the same time, the Catholic Daughters have also 

addressed the concern so often expressed by Saint Teresa 

to care for the spiritual hunger of our age by donating 

generously to our seminaries, both here and in Rome, 

making sure that there are well-trained priests ready to 

tend to their flocks. 

Allow me to add a special word of congratulations 

to your new National Regent, Helene Shepard, of the 

Archdiocese of New York. I know that she will guide the 

70,000 Catholic Daughters throughout the United States, 

Mexico, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Virgin Islands, so 

that you may continue to make a unique contribution to 

the Church and to the world. 

As you move forward “to serve the Lord with 

gladness,” please know that you each have a special 

place in my prayers. 

Faithfully in Christ, 

Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan 

Archbishop of New York 
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Immediate Past National Regent’s Message

D
EAR SISTERS IN CATHOLIC 

DAUGHTERS, 

It is with many mixed emotions that 

I write my last letter to you. The 56th Biennial 

Convention in beautiful Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

is a fond memory. I do not know where to begin 

to thank the Pennsylvania State Board and all the 

CDA members in Pennsylvania for the absolutely phenomenal 

job all of them did in hosting the National Convention. Their 

impeccable attention to every detail was beyond amazing. I said 

it would be the best convention ever, and it really was the best 

of the best!! From the moment the convention started till it 

was all over, everything went perfectly. While we always strive 

for that, seldom does it happen, but it did in Pittsburgh and I 

thank everyone in Pennsylvania sincerely. I also want to thank 

Sherry Nilles, for the fabulous job she did as convention chair. 

Everything I ever asked of her, she had done in no time flat and 

always with such a cheerful attitude that she was an absolute joy 

with whom to work. 

As I said at the appreciation banquet at the convention, these 

past two years have been utterly amazing for me, and two of the 

best years of my life. The wonderful sisters I have met in Catholic 

Daughters, the experiences I’ve had, and the places I have 

visited are far beyond what I ever could have imagined when I 

was installed two years ago. When Father Matthew challenged 

us with Archbishop Fulton Sheen’s words “You are Catholic 

Daughters of America, I would like to see you be Catholic 

Daughters of the World,” I thought to myself, it has been sixty-

four years since the Archbishop said that, and it hasn’t happened 

yet, how can this be possible now? However, reflecting on Past 

National Regent Joanne Tomassi’s theme, “With God, all things 

are possible,” Matthew 19:26 I found my answer, and it came 

to fruition when we instituted our first “world” court in Kenya. 

We have also instituted many other new courts, including three 

in Peru and two more in Alaska. You have all worked very hard 

answering Olga’s call to BOGO and to develop courts and I 

believe you are now on a roll that will continue. The theme of 

this issue of Share is Bridges and we have tried hard as a board 

to begin work that will continue into the future. I hope when we 

come back to convention in Sioux Falls in two years, Olga will be 

able to report at least twice as many new courts. 

It has truly been a joy to work with all of the State Regents 

and State boards. Thank you so much for all you do in CDA. 

Although I haven’t worked as closely with the local and campus 

Regents and officers, I want to thank you also for 

all the work you have done. It takes every officer 

at every level to run an organization such as this 

one and I want you all to know how much you 

are appreciated. 

Thank you so much for all of the wonderful, 

wonderful cards and well wishes in the absolutely 

beautiful memory book, which I will treasure forever. Thank 

you also for the beautiful necklace, the lovely Regent’s plaque 

with the golden gavel, the generous check, and the many gifts 

given to me at the convention. I greatly appreciate everyone; 

your kindnesses to me will never be forgotten. 

Congratulations and best wishes to Helene Shepard, our 

new National Regent and her board as they begin their term. 

May God bless you as you serve the Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas. Thank you to our retiring directors, Letty Calvetti, 

Joyce Ann Fleming, Ruth Guidry, Jo Hammen, Janet Martineau, 

Margi Oller, and Sheila Storey, You have done a great job and 

may God continue to bless you in the future. 

As I said in the beginning of this letter, this has been an 

incredible two years. I have met the most wonderful sisters and 

brothers in Christ through Catholic Daughters. I greatly appreciate 

the trust you placed in me by electing me to be your National 

Regent. I thank God for all His blessings in helping me complete 

the work you entrusted to me. Thank you to Father Matthew, our 

National Chaplain for his wonderful spiritual guidance. Thank 

you to my terrific board, for all of their tireless work. Thank 

you to Mary Impellizeri and all the staff at the National office 

for their work behind the scenes to keep everything running 

smoothly in New York. Thank you to my wonderful husband who 

has been behind my work in Catholic Daughters every step of 

the way. Thank you to all of my family, especially my daughter 

Christina, who served as my secretary, and my son, Daniel, who 

has voluntarily done so much work with our web site and with our 

computer software program at the office to bring it all up to date. 

And last but certainly not least, thank you all for every project you 

have done in unity and charity to live out our theme, “Whatever 

you do for the least of my brethren, you do for me.” Matthew 

25:40 Always continue the great work you are doing in Catholic 

Daughters and may God richly bless you. 

Peace and Love, 

Shirley Seyfried

Shirley Seyfried,
Immediate Past National Regent
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M
Y DEAR CATHOLIC 

DAUGHTERS, 

Recently in my home state of 

New York, a major bridge was found to be 

unsafe and in need of repair. The supports had 

weakened, and traffic had to be re-routed until 

it was fixed. This caused major disruptions in people’s lives 

and commutation. 

It made me think about bridges and the supports as 

our society is currently in a transition period, bridging 

the past with the future. Questions arise, “Who are we?” 

“What has brought us this far?” “Where do we want to 

go?” 

Who we are now has been shaped by the past. Past 

leaders have given us dynamic, flexible and evolving 

legacies despite different leadership styles and 

philosophies. We have a lot to learn from the past, but we 

should not be imprisoned by it. As John Kennedy said, 

“Change is the law of life. And those who look only to the 

past or present are certain to miss the future.” 

In order to move into the future, our bridge must 

have strong supports. I saw those supports when I was 

at the National Convention in Pittsburgh this July. I saw 

the Passion, Energy, Prayerfulness and Dedication of 

our members. 

• The Passion that causes us to go on despite setbacks. 

• The Energy that excites us to make a difference. 

•  The Prayerfulness that ignites a spiritual 

fire in our lives. 

•  The Dedication that encourages many 

to commit their time and energy to our 

society as officers. 

Their physical presence gave me an 

astounding image of strength, support and confidence in 

the future of CDA. I also saw something else, optimism 

and joy. It was truly uplifting to be with so many happy 

and hopeful women! 

As we move forward, we must remember what our past 

officers have taught us, correct what needs improvement 

and continue what we are doing right. 

“Life is divided into three terms - that which was, which 

is, and which will be. Let us learn from the past to profit 

by the present, and from the present, to live better in the 

future.” William Wordsworth 

Our supports are strong, our directions are clear and, 

with God’s help, our movement forward will be safe and 

smooth as we live out this term with the theme of Joy. Let 

us continue to work together as we, “Serve the Lord with 
Gladness.” (Psalm 100:2) 

In Unity and Charity, 

Helene Shepard 

National Regent 

Helene Shepard,
National Regent

National Regent’s Message
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Immediate Past National Chaplain’s Message

M
Y DEAR DAUGHTERS IN 

CHRIST JESUS, 

Thanks be to God for His 

overwhelming love and mercy! I have been 

richly blessed to serve with you over these 

past two years. As I reflect upon the progress we have 

made together, I wish to share a few of these joys with you. 

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas are Catholic 

first and foremost. I am very proud of your choice to 

devote more time at your state and national conferences 

to Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, to the Celebration 

of the Sacrament of Reconciliation and the Holy Mass. As 

a priest nothing gives me greater joy than to celebrate the 

Mass with you and see your love for Jesus in the Eucharist 

as you receive Him! I am also proud of your devotion to 

our Blessed Mother Mary expressed in the communal 

meditation of the Rosary and the Angelus. How blessed 

we are to have such a patroness for our Order! 

My fellow Chaplains have commented repeatedly 

on how the increase of public prayer and practice of 

the Sacraments have improved the spirit of CDA. The 

hotel staff and other guests in Pittsburgh took notice 

of our celebrations, with some joining us for Mass and 

even seeking membership in CDA as a result. Never 

forget that we are the public presence of Jesus Christ 

for his people. They watch what we do, and the Holy 

Spirit plants and waters the seeds of faith in their hearts 

through our public witness to Christ. As we work to 

grow the Church in Unity and Charity, so too will CDA 

grow and flourish. 

Your missionary zeal has also impressed me. From 

our international projects and charities to the new CDA 

courts in Kenya and Peru, you have continued to share 

the resources and the joy of our Order with more of the 

faithful women of our Church. You have expanded our 

Unity to embrace a greater diversity of 

persons and extended our Charity to new 

frontiers. Well done, my dear Daughters; the 

Venerable Archbishop Sheen would be most 

proud. I ask that you will continue humbly 

and prayerfully to follow the Holy Spirit’s promptings 

in this regard and allow the joys of this new growth to 

redouble and recharge your efforts in court development 

at home as well. Our spread of the Gospel must begin in 

our homes and reach out to our neighbors; this is the true 

expression of Unity and Charity. 

I am grateful for the enthusiasm of our new National 

Chaplain, his Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan, and our 

new National Clergy Consultant, Father Jeffrey Maurer. I 

expect that you will extend the same spirit of cooperation 

and love to them that you have shown to me and your 

other State and Court Chaplains. Please continue to be 

honest and open with them, sharing your joys and sorrows 

as faithful Daughters of such blessed Fathers. They will 

bring new inspirations to our efforts and will challenge 

you in new ways. It is my sincere hope that they will 

continue to deepen your love for Christ in the Eucharist 

and strengthen your witness to Unity and Charity in your 

parishes and on the wider world stage. Let the Holy Spirit 

be the bridge of continuity for our Order. 

It has truly been my pleasure and my great joy to serve 

you in this Office. I thank you all for your prayers and 

the many gifts you have provided. May God bless you 

richly for your kindness. 

Peace in Christ Jesus, 

Father Matthew Kuhn 

Court Chaplain 

Court Saint Rita #409, Perham, Minnesota 

Father Matthew Kuhn,
Immediate Past National Chaplain

MISSION STATEMENT
Catholic Daughters of the Americas strives to embrace the principle of faith working through love in the 

promotion of justice, equality, and the advancement of human rights and human dignity for all.
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D
EAR DAUGHTERS: 

“Who are they….what do they do?” 

When I first heard the words 

“Catholic Daughters,” it was seven years 

ago as I began my pastorate at St. Mary’s in 

Washingtonville, NY. A Catholic Daughter membership 

Mass was one of the first I offered at my new parish. 

Over the years I was introduced and engaged in 

the work and mission of the Catholic Daughters of 

the Americas on a first hand basis. Their dedication, 

devotion, and deep involvement in the life of the 

Church, parish, and community in Unity and Charity 

have been an indispensable aspect and vital element in 

our parish’s success. 

As Helene Shepard prepares to begin her term as 

National Regent, I am privileged to join her as National 

Clergy Consultant. Over the next several issues of 

SHARE magazine I hope to offer opportunities for 

reflection and vision not simply of our activities as an 

organization, but our spirituality as sisters 

and brothers in Christ. 

No one stands alone, and so often we are 

receivers of what has been handed down. As 

Helene begins her tenure we take this time 

to thank Shirley Seyfried for her work and leadership. In 

fact as Helene begins, her theme is “Bridges,” reflecting 

her desire to bridge the two terms and continue on the 

path of Unity and Charity. 

Seven years ago, I had no idea who the “Daughters” 

were….now I could give anyone an earful! Let’s continue 

that grand tradition of devotion and service and may the 

Lord continue to bless you and keep all of His “Daughters” 

close to Him. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Rev. Jeffrey J. Maurer 

National Clergy Consultant 

Rev. Jeffrey J. Maurer,
National Clergy Consultant

National Clergy Consultant’s Message

A view of the 
Bear Mountain State Park Bridge 

spanning the Hudson River 
in New York State
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His Eminence 
Timothy Cardinal Dolan | Archbishop of New York 

Timothy Dolan was named Archbishop of New York by 
Pope Benedict XVI on February 23, 2009. 

Born February 6, 1950, Cardinal Dolan was the 
first of five children born to Shirley and Robert Dolan. His 
education began at Holy Infant Parish School in Ballwin, 
Missouri, and continued through the high school and 
college seminaries in Saint Louis. He then completed his 
priestly formation at the Pontifical North American College 
in Rome where he earned a License in Sacred Theology at 
the Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas. 

Ordained to the priesthood for the Archdiocese of Saint 
Louis on June 19, 1976, he served as associate pastor at 
Immaculata Parish in Richmond Heights, Mo., until 1979 
when he began studies for a doctorate in American Church 
History at The Catholic University of America. 

On his return to Saint Louis, Cardinal Dolan again served 
in parish ministry from 1983-87, and then was appointed 
to a five-year term as secretary to the Apostolic Nunciature 

in Washington, D.C. When he returned to St. Louis in 1992, 
he was appointed vice-rector and professor of Church 
History at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary, as well as an adjunct 
professor of theology at Saint Louis University. 

In 1994, he was appointed rector of the Pontifical North 
American College in Rome, where he remained until June 
2001. While in Rome, he also served as a visiting professor 
of Church History both at the Pontifical Gregorian University 
and the Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas. 

On June 19, 2001, the 25th anniversary of his ordination 
to the priesthood , then Monsignor Dolan was named the 
Auxiliary Bishop of St. Louis by Pope Saint John Paul II, 
choosing for his Episcopal motto the profession of faith 
of St. Peter: Ad Quem Ibimus, “To Whom Shall We Go?” 
(Jn 6:68). He had served as Archbishop of Milwaukee, 
appointed by Pope Saint John Paul II on June 25, 2002. 

Cardinal Dolan served as chairman of Catholic Relief 
Services, and is a member of the Board of Trustees of The 
Catholic University of America. He is also a member of the 
Pontifical Council for Promoting New Evangelization, the 
Pontifical Council for Social Communications; and, at the 
Vatican, the Congregation for Eastern Churches, and the 
Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples. 

Cardinal Dolan was elected to a three year term as 
president of the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, in November, 2010. He now serves as chair of the 
Bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life activities.

 On January 6, 2012, His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI 
announced that Timothy Dolan was to be appointed to the 
College of Cardinals. Following the resignation of Pope 
Benedict XVI, Cardinal Dolan participated in the Conclave 
that elected Pope Francis in March, 2013. He currently 
serves in many capacities in national and international 
Catholic causes. 

This August he became the National Chaplain for the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas at the request of National Regent 
Helene Shepard and will celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving for 
her at her home parish, Saint Mary’s in Washingtonville, New 
York on September 24th to mark this occasion.  
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56th
When National Regent Shirley Seyfried banged 

the gavel three times to herald the official start 
of the 56th Biennial National Convention, the 

sound was similar, yet different, from the thrice-banged 
gavel at previous Conventions. What the Conventions 
have in common is that they are consistently beneficial 
and rewarding to the Catholic Daughters who attend. 
Pennsylvania State Regent and National Director Peggy 
Guckin agrees. “Many a day I ate, slept and prayed that the 
CDA convention would go well. And I felt it did.” “We began 
preparing in earnest in January 2015,” Peggy added. “I was 
very excited that Pennsylvania was hosting the convention. 
It was a lot of hard work – but worth every minute of it.” The 
work and responsibility of the National Convention Chair 
can be daunting, but Sherry Nilles, National Convention 
Chair and First Vice National Regent said that she, “would 
be chairman of a national convention again gladly! It sure 
gave me a high.” 

As wonderful as all the activities were, the highlights of 
the convention were definitely the speakers. Father Peter 
Wambulwa expressed his appreciation for the Catholic 
Daughters’ support and inspired all with his compelling 
Keynote Address on Thursday. His recalling of how 
the Kenyan court came to be is a thrilling story: Father 
Wambulwa saw the Catholic Daughters on EWTN, wrote to 
them, Shirley Seyfried and Helene Shepard visited Kenya, 
and a new court in a far-off land was formed. It was exciting 
to hear Father say that there are 120 members in the new 
court and there will soon be more courts in Kenya! 

Father Wambulwa also spoke movingly and persuasively 
about gender attitudes in his home country where women 
are often treated as second-class citizens. He explained 
that women in Kenya do not have equal rights as men, and 
that the strength of being a Catholic Daughter may help 
empower them with faith and confidence. He ended his 
remarks in a dramatic and entertaining fashion by singing 
a beautiful song in Swahili. Members of the choir followed 
suit singing, “Yes, Jesus is my savior” in Swahili. 

Another compelling Keynote Speaker was Most Rev. 
Donald Kettler, Bishop, Diocese of St. Cloud, Minnesota, 

who spoke eloquently on the theme of mercy, and its 
special importance in light of Pope Francis’ declaration of 
this Jubilee Year of Mercy. “Jesus’ greatest gift of mercy was 
on the cross,” Bishop Kettler said. “Father forgive them; 
they know not what they do.’” 

The power of Mercy that Bishop Kettler talked about 
was alive and well in this year’s Catholic Daughter Woman 
of the Year. When National Regent-Elect Helene Shepard 
introduced Mary Loftus to discuss her project, Friends of 
the Children of Haiti, Mary said, “I found out about the 
great need of the children of Haiti and my heart has been in 
Haiti ever since. I have made 16 visits. I also saw the need 
for diabetes education and I’m teaching classes.” 

A nice surprise followed when Shirley announced that 
Mary was Catholic daughter Woman of the Year. Mary had 
only been asked to present her project but was not told of 
her award. Shirley presented Mary with a check for $5,000 
for Friends of the Children of Haiti, and said, “We thank you 
for all that you’ve done to help the poor and for living our 
theme these two years, “Whatever you do for the least of 
my brethren, you do for me.” 

Father Matthew appreciated the strong spiritual 
dimension of Convention, and as one of the keynote 
speakers spoke movingly about the importance of staying 
connected to Jesus through our faith. “You’ve heard the 
phenomenon of the spiritual but not religious,” Father 
said. “These individuals are yearning for something but 
they’re not sure what it is they’re yearning for and haven’t 
found something to cling to. Through our Catholic faith we 
are able to believe in Jesus Christ. I often hear gossip in 
confession, but if your primary relationship is with Jesus 
Christ, Jesus is who you will talk to and about.” 

The emphasis on spirituality and its importance to 
Catholic Daughters that informed Shirley’s tenure was 
reflected during Convention with the Holy hours, daily 
opportunity for Reconciliation, special Masses and the 
inclusion of prayers from the Magnificat. John Sacco, 
Manager of Communications for Magnificat, shared a 
beautiful prayer from Magnificat. “I read the Magnificat 
every day,” he said, “and will until the day I die. My 

F I F T Y- S I X T H  

Biennial National Convention 
Tom Panas | National Public Relations Director 

56th BIENNIAL NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS
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A view of the dais during a break in one of the business sessions.

Officers robed at the Installation Mass. Enthusiastic Catholic Daughters gathered at 6:00 AM on Thursday to Walk/Run for Love.

Members of the clergy, many of whom are court chaplains, travelled to 
Convention to celebrate Mass, provide the Sacrament of Reconciliation and 
give prayer and support to the Catholic Daughters.

grandmother lived a long life and read it until the day she 
died. We have the same opportunity as Mary: we carry 
within us the life of Christ. In an effort to help the members 
of Catholic Daughters experience the special relationship 
with God that is presented in the Magnificat, John Sacco 
made the magazine available to the membership at a much 
discounted price. 

Voting results were announced on Friday. Members of the 
newly-elected National Board are National Regent Helene 
Shepard; National Regent-Elect Olga Samaniego; First 
Vice National Regent, Sherry Nilles; Second Vice National 

Regent Vickie Feist; and National Secretary-Treasurer 
Emily Guilherme. Shirley introduced new National Clergy 
Consultant Father Jeffrey Maurer. Helene later announced 
that His Eminence Cardinal Timothy Dolan, Archbishop of 
New York, would be the next National Chaplain. Shirley 
then named the newly-elected National Directors: Essie 
Walker, Susan Mone, Carol Bogacz, Susan Hicks, Carolyn 
Bachman, Arline Rich, Marialice Sagan, Peggy Guckin and 
Rose Holschalg. 

Every Catholic Daughter should see at least one installation 
Mass. It is a most solemn and beautiful occasion. There is 

56th BIENNIAL NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS



Past National Regents, left to right, Libby Ramirez, Anne Nelson, 
Immediate Past National Regent Shirley Seyfried, Joanne Tomassi, Claudia 
Bosch and M. Joan McKenna. National Regent Crowning the Blessed Mother

The Winning Team from PA Fun night.

Puerto Rico Officers accept 1903 plaque. Left to right, Puerto Rico Second Vice 
State Regent, Wilma E Cedeño-Raspaldo; State Regent, Nymia J Rivas Vazquez; 
National Regent, Shirley Seyfried; and State Secretary, Ivone DaSilveira

Father Wambulwa of Kenya is presented a donation of over $40K from 
the Catholic Daughters by National Regent Shirley Seyfried and National 
Chaplain Father Matthew Kuhn.
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tremendous visual beauty: the procession into the church 
begins with state and local officers entering according to 
their rank and wearing corresponding colored robes followed 
by Knights of Columbus in their dramatic capes and white 
plumed hats. The liturgical procession follows with past 
national regents, the newly elected national board, clergy that 
are con-celebrating and Chief Celebrant (at this convention it 
was Rev. David Zubek, Bishop, Diocese of Pittsburgh). 

Gazing at the Catholic Daughters in their multi-colored 
robes spread throughout the church, Chief Celebrant 
Bishop Zubik said, “Thank you for being such women of 

the church, such motivators. It never ceases to amaze me 
how God’s love which is alive already, can come even more 
alive in your life and mine. We must look at all the weeds 
in our lives and hearts that need to be weeded out and let 
God’s love do the divine work of weeding.” 

“I don’t need to tell you how blessed we in Pittsburgh are 
that you are here,” he added. “You are women of the church 
and you encourage me as a shepherd of the church through 
the many ways you collectively and individually call us to 
recognize that truth is so alive -- and yet needs to be more 
alive in our hearts.” 
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At the Appreciation banquet, Shirley reflected on the 
importance of her family’s support in her two years as 
National Regent. “I want to especially thank my family, our 
oldest son David and his family and our oldest daughter, 
Julie and her family, all of whom have supported me in 
my work in Catholic Daughters. My daughter, Christina, 
has served as my secretary these past two years and was 
there whenever I needed her -- especially when I would get 
stuck on something I was doing on the computer. Many 
of you know my son, Daniel, volunteered as webmaster 
the last ten years and kept it up and running and saved 
us tremendous money by getting a grant from NetSuite to 
replace the obsolete Fundeasy we had been using, and he 
set up Paypal for the Online store.” 

“I want to thank my husband Dave, without whom I never 
could have done this. He has been my support, my right 
hand, my helper, the person I could talk to when I was 
concerned about something, the person who always prayed 
for me and in general the person who would do anything to 
help me with Catholic Daughters, including giving a pulpit 
talk for us in Alaska when Janet and I each had our own 

churches to go to and Olga’s plane didn’t get in. Like every 
other time, he was there for me and said he would do it.” 

“Last but certainly not least,” Shirley said, “To all the 
wonderful Catholic Daughters, thank you for being you. 
Thank you for being the hands and feet of Jesus on this 
earth thru your charitable work in Catholic Daughters. You 
are amazing! May God always bless you and your work in 
Catholic Daughters. Always remember ‘Whatever you do for 
the least of my brethren, you do for me.’ ” 

Sherry Nilles, National Convention Chair had a final word 
of advice for the South Dakota team preparing for Biennial 
Convention #57 in 2018: “Get the Catholic Daughters from 
the host state involved. They make the convention happen! 
Then enjoy the convention. The reason for a biennial 
convention is to meet members, learn something new, 
enjoy being together and go home renewed.” 

National Regent Shirley Seyfried passed the gavel to 
newly-installed National Regent Helene Shepard. It will be 
two more years before Helene bangs the gavel three times 
to start the 2018 Convention, and it is hoped that many, 
many good things will happen in between.   

Danna Mari Hoellering, financial secretary, Court 
St. Pius X #1866, Anchorage, Alaska, carries the 
Alaska flag.

Helene Shepard at her Installation, holding the 
symbolic gavel of her new position.

Theme of the Convention.
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www.ignatius.com

INspiring Works on 

Mother Teresa

♦ MOTHER TERESA

Olivia Hussey illuminates 
the life of Mother Teresa, 

who brought hope and love 
to the poorest of the poor. The 
acclaimed movie examines 
the key moments of Mother’s 
life from her childhood to her 
becoming a nun, founding the 
Missionaries of Charity, and 
her great work of service in 
Calcutta and around the world. 
Includes 16-page 
Collector’s booklet.     
 MT2-M . . . 177 min., $19.95

becoming a nun, founding the 

her great work of service in 

Includes 16-page 

 MT2-M . . . 177 min., $19.95

ERESA
livia Hussey illuminates 

DVD

♦ MOTHER TERESA
The Smile of Calcutta
Charlotte Grossetete and 
Catherine Chion

A lovely book for children 5 
years and up about the saint 

of Calcutta whose wonderful smile 
radiated her deep love for the poor-
est of the poor, showing how she 
and her sisters brought them comfort 
and kindness.
MSCA-H . . . . 8.5 x 10 Hardcover, $14.99

♦ MOTHER TERESA 
OF CALCUTTA
Francine Bay and 
Emmanuel Beaudesson

This lavishly illustrated book for 
children 9 years and up tells 

the inspiring story of Mother’s life, 
showing how one humble woman 
with deep faith and love made a 
huge impact on the world for good.
MTCA-H . . . 8.5 x 10 Hardcover, $14.99

BOOKS FOR CHILDREN

♦ WORKS OF 
LOVE ARE 
WORKS OF 
PEACE
Mother Teresa 
of Calcutta and 
the Missionaries 
of Charity
Michal Collopy

This glorious work is the perfect volume to celebrate the 
canonization of Mother Teresa. Produced with the sup-

port of Mother Teresa, this beautiful large-size book off ers the 
most comprehensive photographic work ever published on 
the missionary work and prayer life of Mother and her Mis-
sionaries of Charity. This “illustrated prayer book” vividly 
portrays the joy that comes when “small things” are done 
with great love. The 180 fi ne-art photographs of Mother, her 
nuns and the poor they serve, with spiritual counsel from 
Mother, provide rich material for prayer and meditation.
   “This is a book infused with grace.” — USA Today
WLA-P . . .  9 x 11 Sewn Softcover, Illustrated, $19.95

♦ MOTHER TERESA OF CALCUTTA
A Personal Portrait — Fr. Leo Maasburg

Fr. Maasburg was  Mother Teresa’s close companion for many 
years, traveling with her across the world and witnessing 

countless miracles and incredible occurrences. In this personal 
portrait, he presents fi fty amazing, unknown stories about her, of 
miracles that he was privileged to experience at Mother Teresa’s 
side. Illustrated with photos.
MOTHT-P . . . Sewn Softcover, $16.95

♦ LOVE: A FRUIT ALWAYS IN SEASON
Daily Meditations by Mother Teresa

Beautiful meditations by Mother Teresa arranged according to 
the seasons of the liturgical year, and simultaneously according 

to various themes of the spiritual life.
 “Love is a fruit in season at all times and within the reach 
of every hand. Anyone may gather it and no limit is set.” 

— Mother TeresaLFAS-P . . .  Sewn Softcover, $14.95

AN ACCLAIMED FILM 

INspiring Works on 

Mother Teresa
CANONIZED A SAINT -   SEPT. 4,  2016
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Mary Loftus 
Named 2016 Woman of the Year 
Helene Shepard | National Regent

Like all great ventures, it started with a dream. In the 
late 1970’s, following a visit to Haiti on a cruise and 
seeing the appalling living conditions there, they could 

not rest until they found a way to help the Haitian people 
who were living in poverty. The result was the founding of 
FOTCOH, Friends of the Children of Haiti which started on 
a shoestring in rented quarters. By 2000, a clinic was built, 
using native Haitians to clear the land and painstakingly 
build the block structure by manual labor. 

Mary Loftus is a member of Court St. Anne #866 in 
Piermont, New York, who has served as an officer and who 
is presently serving as regent of the court. She works as a 
Friend of Haiti. She goes to Haiti several times each year. She 
is a nurse and she goes on these medical mission trips with 
great joy in her heart. Because of her work in Haiti which was 
a wonderful example of the CDA theme during these past 
two years of “Whatever you do for the least of my brethren, 
you do for me,” (Matthew 25:40) Mary Loftus was chosen as 
the 2016 Woman of the Year. The award included a beautiful 
engraved acrylic flame and a check for $5000 to go to the 
Friends of the Children of Haiti. 

The clinic is open for two weeks every other month 
(6 times a year) and during each clinic session, a team of 
about twenty volunteers see over 2300 men, women, and 
children, treating and providing medications for a great 
variety of illnesses from asthma, diabetes, and hypertension 
to malaria, scabies, and many injuries. The patients come 
from miles around often walking barefoot for three or four 
hours to get to the clinic. 

Mary Loftus has traveled to Haiti to work in the clinic 
since 2000 and is now preparing to return shortly. Mary 
is a Registered Nurse and a Certified Diabetes Educator, 
and it took her only a few visits there to see the need for 
Diabetes Education. She has developed materials in Creole 
specifically for this population, and, with the help of her 
wonderful interpreter, holds classes for all the patients with 
diabetes (usually about 350 patients each time she goes!) 

This past trip she collected over 1000 pairs of flip flops 
and paid to transport them to Haiti. There is much that can 
be said about this woman and her missionary spirit. She 
collects clothing, medical supplies, vitamins, etc. 

There are ‘no official’ memberships for FoH. Anyone who 

gives of their time, 
talent and treasure 
to help continue the 
lifesaving and life 
giving work is a friend. 
Mary Loftus is a TRUE 
Friend of Haiti. 

Time: Mary has been going to Haiti several times each year 
for the past 15 years. She spends two to three weeks on each 
trip. Teams are formed with nurses, doctors, teachers, etc. 

Friends of Haiti is a non-profit serving the people of Haiti. 
By providing medical, dental, development, and educational 
services via teams of volunteer professionals, they seek to 
improve the lives of those living in impoverished areas of this 
beautiful country. 

Talent: Her activities can range from the patience to 
count and package pills, to finding resources, generating 
support, giving talks, to doing complicated dental, eye and 
general medical procedures in Haiti. On the development 
side, it ranges from teaching the process of composting to 
harvesting water to implementing clean water sources. An 
education team studies the state of schools and plans the 
best use of limited funds to improve them. 

Treasure: Mary and the team members pay their own trip 
expenses as well as give a per diem to help cover costs of 
the missions. Some members raise funds from family and 
friends to help defray expenses. An intrepid board member 
gave up the beard he sported for years in return for his family 
raising funds at Christmas. Families donate in lieu of giving 
gifts to each other. Memorials are a favorite way to remember 
people while raising funds for these projects. Others find 
amazingly creative ways to help. 

All funds raised go directly toward the work done in Haiti as 
well as needed supplies. Donors know that their funds will be 
used wisely. Finances are tight, but somehow expenses are met. 

With hope and trust in the future, we are all: Friends of Haiti 
FOTCOH functions on volunteer help to staff the clinic, but 

depends heavily on financial contributions from supporters 
all over the United States. Every donation, large or small, is 
greatly appreciated. 

Dr. Reus said, “It is amazing what can be accomplished 
when no one cares who gets the credit.”  

National Regent Shirley Seyfried 
presents Mary Loftus with the Woman 
of the Year award.
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13 Days Shrines and Abbeys 
of Ireland 

Dublin 3 Nights - Armagh 1 Night - Belfast 2 Nights - Letterkenny 2 Nights  
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Latin Patriarchate Pilgrimages – CDA 2017 SHRINES OF IRELAND ITINERARY 

Day 1.  Sunday 22nd October - Depart USA
Check-in to New York, JFK airport at least 3hours before our transatlantic  ight to Dublin.

Day 2.   Monday 23rd October - Welcome to Ireland
Your transatlantic  ight arrives into Dublin Airport. 
On arrival you will be greeted by our local partner representative of Marian Pilgrimages, your Irish tour driver and your English speaking 
tour guide before driving into Dublin City. Enjoy a panoramic tour of Dublin City. A panoramic tour is the ideal introduction to “Dublin’s 
Fair City”. �e tour will introduce you to the principal sites, which you may then revisit at your leisure. You will see the elegant Georgian 
squares, famous for their architecture and of course the famous doors. See Dail Eireann – seat of the Irish Government, Trinity College, 
with the 8th century Book of Kells and the long room with its 200,000 books, Dublin Castle, St Patrick’s Cathedral built in 1192 is one of 
Ireland’s largest Cathedrals made famous by its former dean Jonathan Swi�, author of “Gulliver’s Travels.” See Christchurch, built by the 
Anglo-Norman’s in 1172 to replace an earlier Church built by the Vikings in 1038. Pass by the Guinness Brewery and Kilmainham Jail on your way to the Phoenix Park with its 
many monuments including the Papal Cross. Return to the city centre via the Quays and Collins Barrack, now part of the national museum, before arriving back into O’Connell 
Street where we see the Millennium Spire. Drive past the Abbey �eatre and the Custom House to Trinity College.
Visit Trinity College Trinity was founded in 1592 by Queen Elizabeth 1st on grounds con£scated from an Augustinian priory and is the oldest University in Ireland. �e Campa-
nile, erected in 1852, was built on what is believed to be the centre of the monastery. Built to further the education of the ruling Anglo-Irish families, restrictions were imposed to 
prevent Catholics from attending courses. �ese restrictions were not fully li�ed until the 1970’s. Trinity however admitted women in 1902, earlier than most British universities. 
Most of the main buildings o¤ the main square were built during the Georgian period, some of which replaced older buildings. Within its walls, you will be able to admire Parlia-
ment Square and its 18th Century edi£ces. Trinity College has had many famous students such as Jonathan Swi� and Samuel Beckett who later became a lecturer in French at the 
university. �e Interdenominational Church is very well worth a visit.  A�er your visit of Trinity College, you will have time for lunch in the many cafes around Dublin city centre. 
We will then be transferred to your hotel, where you will check in and have time for a rest and leisure. 
Dinner and Overnight Hotel: 4* Clayton Hotel, Leopards town. Mass today TBD.

Day 3.  Tuesday 24th October - Dublin
�is morning visit Whitefriar Street Carmelite Church and view the shrine of St. Valentine. Whitefriar was founded in 1279, dispossessed during the Reformation and then re-es-
tablished in 1825. Since 1974, it has been under the care of the Order of Carmelites. �e house of worship is one of the most well-known and largest in Dublin. It has many notable 
details, including a shrine with the remains of St. Valentine, which Pope Gregory XVI gi�ed to the church in 1835. �ere are also shrines to Our Lady of Dublin and St Albert of 
Sicily, from which many people take water, thought to be curative. 
�en visit St Mary’s Pro Cathedral St. Mary’s Pro Cathedral was built between 1815 and 1825 on the site of a 12th-century Cistercian abbey of St. Mary. St. Mary’s is not an oªcial 
cathedral, even though it functions as one. St. Mary’s functions as the main Catholic parish church of the city centre in Dublin. �e cathedral is in the Neo-Classic Doric style, 
which provides a distinct contrast to the Gothic Revival look of most other churches of the period. �e exterior portico is modelled on the Temple of �eseus in Athens, with six 
Doric columns, while the Renaissance-style interior is patterned a�er the Church of St. Philip de Reule of Paris. Enjoy the balance of your day at leisure. Overnight, bed and break-
fast at the 4* Clayton Hotel, Leopardstown. Mass today in St Marys Pro Cathedral.

Day 4.  Wednesday 25th October -   Dublin to Armagh
�is morning depart Dublin and journey to Armagh. En-route visit St Peter’s Church in Drogheda. St Peter’s Roman Catholic Church was 
constructed in 1884 using local limestone. �e site previously housed a church built in 1791 and parts of that structure were incorporated 
into the present building, which boasts an impressive Gothic architectural style. Inside, visitors can view £ne sculptures, a spectacular mar-
ble high altar and more than 40 stained glass windows. �e church is also famous for housing the shrine of St Oliver Plunkett, who is cred-
ited with bringing Jesuits to Drogheda. He was hanged for treason in 1681. Pope Paul VI declared him a saint in 1973, and his preserved 
head forms the centrepiece of the shrine. �en visit Monasterboice Monasterboice, one of the most famous religious sites in the country, 
was built in the 5th century a few miles north of Drogheda in a lovely-secluded setting. It is said that the monastic site was founded by St 
Buithe a follower of St, Patrick. It is one of the most visited religious sites in Ireland with 2 churches, a round tower and 2 high crosses. �e 
treasure of this site is the high Cross-of Muiredach. Muiredach was the Abbott in Monasterboice until 922 and the prayer at the base of 
the cross is translated as “ a prayer for Muiredach for whom the cross was made”. Considered the £nest High Cross in the country, it is the 
pinnacle of achievement with many sculpted biblical scenes, which are still legible today. Continue to Armagh and visit Armagh RC Cathedral St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic Cathe-
dral is an imposing site, perched on the hilltop in Armagh and dominating its skyline. �e church was begun in 1840, but because of the intervening famine years, not completed 
until 1873. �e cathedral was designed and built in Neo Gothic style from pale limestone, with large twin spires dominating the approach up  ight a�er  ight of steps. Sculptured 
statuary forms a unique arch over the main entrance. �e sanctuary was modernised in 1981 and has a very distinctive Tabernacle Holder and Cruci£x, which appear out of place 
with the mosaics and statues in the rest of the church. �ere is a rich Austrian oak woodwork and an Irish granite altar. �e painted ceiling is ornate. �e walls are painted with rich 
colours that blend easily with the stained glass windows. Armagh is the ecclesiastical capital of Ireland.
Overnight, dinner, bed and breakfast at the 4* Armagh City Hotel. Mass today in Armagh Cathedral.

Day 5.  �ursday 26th October - Armagh to Belfast
�is morning depart Armagh and journey to Belfast. Morning drive via Newry and the Mountains of Mourne – an area of great folklore and legend. Hear about “�e Black Monk 
of Newry”, “�e Weird Weaver of Warrenpoint”, “�e Well of all Healing” in Rostrevor, and “Maggies Leap” in Newcastle. 
Visit the St Patrick’s Centre in Downpatrick. St Patrick is known worldwide as the patron saint of Ireland and his feast-day is celebrated on the 17th March every year. Now 
discover the story of St Patrick and his place in Ireland’s history at the St Patrick Centre, located beside Down Cathedral and St Patricks Grave in the Medieval heart of Downpat-
rick. As the main destination on the Saint Patrick Driving Trail which runs from Armagh to Bangor, the centre welcomes all travellers who want to explore more detail about St. 
Patrick’s background. �e visit begins with the impressive ‘In the Footsteps of Saint Patrick’ Imax presentation about the life of St Patrick and has aerial video footage of some of the 
landmark sites in Ireland associated with the Saint. Visitors can also visit the gardens developed behind the centre which lead to the grave of St Patrick beside Down Cathedral. “In 
Down one grave three Saints do £ll,  Patrick, Bridget and Colmcille”. En route to Belfast we stop in Killyleagh to see, and hear the legend, of “Mary’s Stile”. On arrival in Belfast en-
joy a panoramic tour of the city. �e tour will take in the leaning Albert Memorial Clock tower (Irelands answer to the Tower of Pisa) and 
the Opera House, which is one of Belfast’s great landmarks. Your tour will pass by the City Hall, the Opera house, �e Crown Bar (dates 
from 1885), Queens University and the Botanic Gardens. A visit to the Shankill and Falls road will be of interest as it will give the visitor an 
indication of how life was in Belfast during the troubles.
Overnight, dinner, bed and breakfast at the 4* Hilton Hotel, Belfast - Mass today in Downpatrick.

Day 6.  Friday 27th October  -  Belfast
�is morning visit Titanic Belfast. Located in the heart of Belfast, the Titanic Belfast recreates the story of the world’s most famous ship 
in a new iconic, six  oor building right beside the historic site of the original ship’s construction. �e self guided journey begins on entering the building’s giant atrium, where the 
visitor is surrounded by the four ‘ship’s hull’ shaped wings which house the Titanic Experience. As you journey through the nine large galleries of the interactive exhibition, you will 
uncover the true story of the Titanic, from her conception in Belfast in the early 1900’s, through her construction and launch, to her famous maiden voyage and subsequent place 
in history. Highlights include breathtaking views to the slip-ways where the Titanic was launched and the Voyage to the bottom of the sea in the unique Ocean Exploration Centre 
with live links to contemporary undersea exploration.  Return for overnight, dinner, bed and breakfast at the 4* Hilton Hotel, Belfast - Mass today in Belfast.



Day 7.  Saturday 28th October - Belfast to Letterkenny
Today depart Belfast and journey to Letterkenny. Drive north to Ballycastle (famous for it’s annual “Oul Lammas Fair”), and enjoy a chat over tea and co¤ee in the Corrymeela 
Centre. �is is a Christian community of reconciliation drawn from many traditions that, individually and together, are committed to reconciliation through the healing of social, 
religious and political divisions that exist in Northern Ireland and throughout the world. Corrymeela Ballycastle seeks to be an open village where encounter, truth telling and hos-
pitality are expressed while contemplating and living out what it means to embrace di¤erence, heal divisions and enable reconciliation. A�er leaving Corrymeela we make a stop at 
Carrick-a-Rede, to see the famous Rope Bridge. Visit to the Giants Causeway. Encounter Northern Irelands favourite giant Finn McCool at the new Giants Causeway visitor centre 
on the North Antrim Coast. According to Legend, Finn McCool created the Giants Causeway by building stepping stones to Scotland to challenge the Scottish giant Benandon-
ner. In 2015, Conde Nast Traveller Magazine included hopping the stones of the Giants Causeway as one of the “50 things to do in Europe before you die”. Continue via the city of 
Derry to Letterkenny.
Overnight, dinner, bed & breakfast at the 4* Radisson Blu Hotel, Letterkenny.  Mass today in the Corrymeela Centre.

Day 8.  Sunday 29th October - County Donegal
Today explore County Donegal.
Morning visit to St Eunans Cathedral in Letterkenny. However you approach Letterkenny – from Derry in the East, Gweedore & Glenties 
in the West, Fanad & Falcarragh in the North, or Ballybofey in South Donegal, - the tall spire of St Eunans Cathedral greets you. Built over 
11 years, and completed in 1901, the Cathedral designed by William Hague of Dublin, is built of white Mountcharles stone and because 
of geological features of the site, it was not possible to orient the church in the traditional manner. St Eunans o¤ers visitors the chance to 
appreciate a comparatively modern building and a warm welcome. Drive to the West Donegal area of �e Rosses, on through Dunloe, and 
commence a scenic drive along the Atlantic coast to Ardara. A�er crossing the Glengesh Pass, we arrive at the Slieve League Cli¤s. Europes 
highest Sea Cli¤s, although less famous than the Cli¤s of Moher in County Clare, Slieve League Cli¤s are almost three times higher. �e 
site is largely untouched by tourism and walks through a largely unspoilt landscape give visitors a spectacular view of the coast and the cli¤ face. �ere are terri£c views of the sea, 
Sligo Mountains and Donegal Bay as you near the top of Slieve League. �e ruins of a church with some early Christian hermitages lie nearby, and there is a magni£cent wilderness 
of rocks, streams and a deep rugged valley. Continue our tour via the £shing town of Killybegs to Donegal Town.
 Return for overnight, dinner, bed & breakfast at the 4* Radisson Blu Hotel, Letterkenny.     Today’s Mass in St Eunans Cathedral.

Day 9.  Monday 30th October -   Donegal to Mayo
A�er breakfast we leave for County Mayo.  Weather permitting, we make a stop at the beautiful beach resort of Bundoran.  Continue to Drumcli¤e at the foot of Ben Bulben Moun-
tain, where we visit the grave of the poet W.B.Yates in the cemetery of St Columbas church. His epitaph reads :  “Cast a cold eye on life, on death. Horseman pass by”.  Free time 
for lunch in the town of Sligo. A�ernoon drive to Attymass and visit the Fr Peyton Memorial Centre in County Mayo. �e Memorial Centre commemorates the life and apostolic 
work of Fr Patrick Peyton, one of Ireland’s most famous priests, who was internationally known as “�e Rosary Priest”. �e centre is a place of respite, prayer and peace. It is highly 
respected by pilgrims and is a popular tourist attraction.
Dinner and overnight in the 4* Harlequin Hotel in Castlebar.   Today’s Mass in the Fr Peyton Centre.  

Day 10.  Tuesday 31st October - County Mayo
�is morning we visit Knock Shrine and Museum.  �is little town is an important pilgrimage centre and site of Irelands National Marian Shrine.  �e story of Knock began on 
21st August 1879 when Our Blessed Lady, St Joseph and St John the Evangelist appeared at the south gable wall of Knock Parish Church. 15 people, young and old, witnessed the 
apparition. From this miraculous occurrence, Knock has grown to the status of an internationally recognised Marian Shrine. �e personal pilgrimage of Pope John-Paul II in 1979, 
commemorating the centenary of the apparition, inspired an even greater devotion to the shrine and endorsed the indelible seal of Vatican approval. Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
visited Knock in June 1993. Over one-and-a-half million pilgrims visit the shrine annually. A�ernoon visit to Ballintubber Abbey. Built in 1216 for the Canon Regulars of St Au-
gustine, Ballintubber Abbey is the only church in Ireland that was founded by an Irish King and which is still in use today. It was built next to the site of an earlier church founded 
by St Patrick in the 5th century. It is also known as “�e Abbey that refused to die” as through its many vicissitudes, including burning by Cromwell’s army in 1653, the Abbey has 
remained a place of worship despite years of continuous attacks and religious repression. Ballintubber retains an air of ancient beauty and spirituality, and has been restored with 
simple elegance. It is one of the most impressive church buildings in Ireland today. 
Return for overnight, dinner, bed & breakfast at 4* Harlequin Hotel, Castlebar.  Mass today in Knock.

Day 11.  Wednesday 1st November - Mayo to Galway.
Croagh Patrick Visitor Centre.  Croagh Patrick, 5 miles from the picturesque town of Westport, and overlooking Clew Bay, is considered 
the Holiest Mountain in Ireland. It is one of the highest peaks in the West of Ireland at 750 metres (2,500 feet). �e tradition of pilgrimage 
to this Holy Mountain goes back over 5,000 years from the stone age to the present day without interruption. Its religious signi£cance dates 
back to pagan times, when people are thought to have gathered here to celebrate the beginning of the harvest season. Croagh Patrick is 
renowned for its Patrician Pilgrimage in honour of St Patrick – Irelands patron saint. It was on the summit of this mountain that St Patrick 
fasted for 40 days in 441 AD and the custom has been faithfully handed down from generation to generation. �e Croagh Patrick Visitor 
Centre, Teach na Miasa, is situated in Murrisk, on the pilgrims path at the base of the mountain and opposite the National Famine Mon-
ument. �e Walsh family who run Teach na Miasa, provide for the needs of pilgrims, climbers, archaeologists and nature lovers who visit 
this beautiful part of Ireland. Journey through the Connemara Region. Connemara is a land of lakes and rivers, bogs and mountains. A 
land of small villages where Gaelic is still the spoken language, and where little has changed since the beginning of time. Without a doubt, 
it is the wildest and most romantic part of Ireland. Connemara is a vast peninsula bordered by the arid and rocky coastline of Galway Bay 
in the South – a land characteristic for its stone walls and thatched cottages. On the northern shore, the land is harsher and more secret with spectacular views of the ocean and the 
beautiful ±ord of Killary Harbour as well as the steep mountains overlooking numerous lakes and large bog areas. Kylemore Abbey  is stunningly located in the Kylemore Pass in 
Connemara. Mitchell Henry built the house in 1868, a�er spending his honeymoon in the area. �e architecture is best described as neo-gothic and the house still displays all the 
characteristics of that period. One of Kylemore Abbeys most famous features is the miniature cathedral, built in 1870, and known locally as the gothic church.   Today the Abbey 
is home to the Irish order of Benedictine nuns. �ey established a private school for young girls which was the renowned Kylemore Abbey International School.  It closed in 2010. 
Time permitting, we can visit the Victorian Walled Garden, laid out in 1867. Continue our tour via the small quaint village of Cong, where we visit the cottage of “�e Quiet Man” 
Dinner and overnight in the 4* Salthill Hotel, Galway.  Mass today is in Kylemore Abbey.

Day 12.  �ursday 2nd November - Galway to Dublin
Before leaving Galway we see the Spanish Arch, the Salmon Weir, and visit Galway Cathedral.
Mid-morning depart for Clonmacnoise,  a wonderful early Christian site founded by St Ciaran in the mid 6th century on the Eastern bank of the River Shannon. In this stunning 
setting, the site includes the ruins of a cathedral, 7 churches (10th – 13th century), 2 round towers, 3 high crosses, and the largest collection of early Christian grave slabs in West-
ern Europe.  �e original high crosses and a selection of grave slabs are on display in the visitor centre. In 1979 Pope John-Paul II celebrated Mass at the site. 
Arrive back in Dublin with a little free time before checking into hotel for our last night.             
Dinner, bed & breakfast in the 4* Clayton Hotel, Leopardstown.  Mass this morning in Galway Cathedral.

Day 13.  Saturday 3rd November - Depart for home                                                                                                                                                        
Coach transfer to Dublin airport for our return  ight home. Today, a�er breakfast we transfer to the Dublin airport for our transatlantic  ight to USA. �e end of our wonderful 
Ireland Marian pilgrimage. 
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SubtitleCROSSING THE BRIDGE WITH 

My Big Sister 
Vickie M Feist | Second Vice National Regent 

I didn’t grow up with a big sister, but I was a big sister 
to several of my siblings. I had two big brothers whom 
I love to pieces, but, as a little kid I used to think about 

how nice it would be to have a big sister. 
I wanted someone who could answer questions about 

things I might not understand or was maybe embarrassed 
to ask others—someone who would defend me from bullies 
or mean girls who were gossiping or telling half-stories 
about me to make me look bad. She would tell them that 
she believed in me and didn’t need to hear what they had 
to say. She’d tell them that if they had an issue with me, 
they best go talk to me about it because it is rude and 
unbecoming to gossip behind someone’s back. 

She would be someone who saw me as being different 
from her — not in a bad way but in an encouraging 
appreciation of the unique girl I was. She would know how 
hard it can be growing up — making mistakes at times, 
feeling overwhelmed at times, feeling afraid at times, 
feeling inadequate at times. She wouldn’t be angry or 
negative or tell others about my mistakes. She would offer 
help and encouragement instead. When I was hurting, she 
would sit with me with her arm around me and let me know 
that she would be there for me when I needed her. She 
would let me know that she struggled too, and she knew 
I could handle it. 

Now, I grew up with five brothers and two sisters, and we 
were all pretty close in age. So, I don’t have some Pollyanna 
view that siblings are always 100% loving and giving. But, 
wouldn’t you agree that the above is the kind of big sister 
we would aspire to be, and one we would have liked to have 
had- if we weren’t blessed to have such a sister? 

In Catholic Daughters, every two years we see elections 
for office - in the even years we have local and national 
elections and in the odd years we have state elections. 
Leaving an office can bring a combination of feelings- 
relief that the work is done, frustration at not having 
accomplished all we wanted to in our particular office, 
joy that other members are growing into leadership 
positions, worry that programs or projects or activities 
we implemented might not be continued, or that the new 
officer(s) may not do the job as we think they should. 

It can be easy to fall into being critical of others not 
doing things the way we did, of comparing and judging, of 
gossiping and sharing our negative opinions with others. 
But, as women of Christ- women who love Jesus and strive 
to share His love with those around us, we are called to 
avoid such an undignified and uncharitable attitude. We are 
called to be Big Sisters to those that fill those offices in our 
local, state, and national levels after us. And I believe each 
and every one of us can do just that! Let’s all work to be the 
very best big sisters we can as we cross the bridge with our 
sisters into a new term of office! 

In closing, to help us to be the best sisters we can, let us 
always remember (and recite it at every meeting) our CDA 
Positive Pledge: 

Today, I make this commitment in the Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas, National, State and Local, that I will not 
entertain, speak or listen to negative thoughts regarding 
the Catholic Daughters of the Americas’ leadership, 
membership or programs. I promise I will only be a 
positive member from this day forward.  
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Members of Court Santo Martires--Maria, Siervo del Señor from the Los 
Santos Mártires Catholic Church, (The Holy Martyrs) in Chimbote, Peru.

We are very excited to share the news—we are 
building new bridges in the Americas! In June 2016, 
we instituted three new courts in Peru which are 

all the result of a casual conversation! In April, our Immediate 
Past National Regent, Shirley Seyfried, met a priest who was 
visiting Shirley’s pastor, Father Alan Wielinski, in Minnesota. 
Shirley shared who the Catholic Daughters are and what we 
do and about instituting our first “world” court in Kenya. 
Father Lucho Palomino was extremely interested in the 
expansion to Kenya and knew almost immediately that he 
wanted Catholic Daughters to come to Peru. He took home 
several Spanish priests’ packets, he met with the Bishop of 
Chimbote, and then met with parish priests in the area. In 
less than a month, Father Lucho contacted Shirley to let her 
know that he had secured the permission of the Bishop and 
that he had three parish priests interested in welcoming CDA 
to their parishes. I spent the next few weeks making sure I 
had the organizational meeting, the institution ceremony for 
new courts, the installation of officers’ ceremony, and officers’ 

duties all translated and ready to go. The wonderful ladies of 
Puerto Rico graciously shared their material, so I didn’t have 
to start from scratch! On June 23, 2016, Shirley, accompanied 
by her husband Dave, and I, accompanied by my husband 
Ismael (Sam), undertook a whirlwind trip to Peru. 

After a long day of travel, we arrived at a hotel in Lima 
around midnight on Thursday. The next day we boarded a 
bus for the seven-hour ride to Chimbote, a picturesque little 
port city on the coast of Peru. We were met in Chimbote by 
Father José Sanchez Martinez and several of his students 
who drove us to their parish and who, along with Maritza, a 
wonderful lady who opened her home to us, hosted us for the 
weekend. They were all very welcoming hosts; they shared 
their meals with us and drove us around to see the sights of 
the city. It happened that we arrived on the weekend of the 
celebration of the Feast of San Pedrito, (Little St. Peter) who 
is the patron of the Chimbote. Celebrations ran late into each 
evening, and they were very interesting to watch. 

The next day we began our speed-round of visits to area 

CDA in Peru 
Olga Samaniego | National Regent-Elect



20  SHARE • FALL 2016

parishes. We had two days to visit three parishes, to 
speak to the ladies about CDA, and to institute three 
courts. Happily, the pastors had done a lot of the 
ground work, so the ladies were very receptive. It was 
an interesting challenge to fire up the data projector 
in places where the electricity outlets were iffy and 
then to find blank walls that could serve as screens. I 
am very grateful to Sam and to Dave who did much of 
the heavy moving of furniture and set-up. 

Saturday afternoon, we met with the ladies of Los 
Santos Mártires Catholic Church, (The Holy Martyrs) 
Father Jose’s parish. About fifty women gathered 
to hear about Catholic Daughters. It was quite a 
challenge for me as I had never given a presentation 
about CDA in Spanish. Happily, Father Lucho who 
speaks English and Spanish, and my husband Sam, 
who speaks better Spanish than I do, were there to 
help me out when I needed a word or idea translated. 
Father Lucho was also a wonderful help in getting 
the ladies to agree to run for office. This was a very 
new process for all of the ladies, and Father Lucho’s 
encouragement and enthusiasm were instrumental 
in establishing all three of the courts. Santo Mártires 
parish, and indeed all of the parishes we visited, is 
in an area of extreme poverty, by our standards, and 
the ladies are not used to stepping up and taking the 
lead in the community, but after a lot of explaining 
and talking about how CDA could be an avenue 
for the ladies to work together for the good of the 
community, the ladies were excited to get started. 
We instituted the first court in Peru on Friday night, 
June 25, 2016. Court Maria, Siervo del Señor (Mary, 
Servant of God) #2720, in Chimbote, Peru, chartered 
with forty-six members! 

On Sunday, Father Rio Frio Ojeda, was so happy 
for us to attend his 9:00 AM Mass and then to 
meet with the ladies of Cristo Salvador (Christ the 
Savior) parish. Father Ojeda had been meeting on a 
regular basis with the ladies of his parish, and they, 
too, were fired up and ready to get to work. Court 
La Virgen de Guadalupe #2721 was instituted with 
fifty-eight charter members. After the institution, 
the ladies prepared a lunch of chicken and rice, 
and we sat down to eat with all the members of the 
new court. It was so beautiful to be welcomed by 
this special group of ladies. Several of them stood 
up and made little welcoming speeches, and then 
a few of the ladies sang for us. Some sang patriotic 
Peruvian songs and one sang a lullaby that her 
mother had sung to her. These songs were gifts of 

A member of Court La Virgen de 
Guadalupe #2721 sings to the 
visiting Catholic Daughters as  
a gift of love.

Sam and Olga Samaniego, and Shirley and Dave Seyfried met with Bishop Angel 
Francisco Simon Piorno of the Chimbote Diocese to discuss Catholic Daughters in 
Peru. The bishop was very receptive and supportive.

Father Lucho Palamino was a tremendous 
help in talking to the ladies and in helping 
with the election of officers in each court.

Members of Court Maria, Reina de los Apóstoles (Mary, Queen of the Apostles) #2722 
in San Juan (St. John) parish in Chimbote, Peru. 
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love from women who wanted to give something to 
us, so they gave themselves. All of us had tears in 
our eyes! 

Our final parish visit was back in the town of 
Chimbote. Sunday evening, Father José Isidro Moreto 
Zarita welcomed us to San Juan (St. John) his parish. 
His was the smallest of the parishes we visited, but 
the women of his parish were just as excited and 
enthusiastic. Court Maria, Reina de los Apóstoles 
(Mary, Queen of the Apostles) #2722 was instituted 
with 17 charter members. Shortly after we left Peru, 
there was a huge fire in Father José’s parish, so the 
women of CDA had jobs to do almost immediately. 

On Monday, June 26, we began our day with a visit 
to the office of Bishop Ángel Francisco Simón Piorno, 
Bishop of Chimbote. He was very interested in what 
was happening in CDA across the United States and 
in the Americas. He asked many pertinent questions 
and was most interested in soliciting our commitment 
to giving continuing guidance and support to the 
courts we were opening. He gave us his blessing, 
and we then returned to the neighboring town of 
Coishco for lunch and a farewell meeting with some 
of the ladies of Court La Virgen de Guadalupe. After 
three wonderful days, we headed for the airport in 
Trujillo to start the journey home. 

All of the new CDA members in Peru are committed 
to serving the Lord and His people. They are looking 
for ways to bring in a small, steady income so that 
they can take care of the greatest of needs in their 
parishes. Their pastors are looking for ways to help 
them—one is suggesting that the ladies open a little 
bakery, and another is suggesting that the ladies 
make and sell clothes for children and that they use 
the money to buy food for the poor of the area. All of 
these are hopes and dreams that may take years to 
come to fruition, but all good ideas start with dreams, 
and these ladies are dreamers and hard workers. 

The addresses of the new court regents are in 
the September quarterly. I hope you will take time 
to send the new courts a little card, and let the 
members know that you are united with them in 
prayer and that they have your support. I hope as 
well, that you will begin casual conversations about 
Catholic Daughters whenever you can. Tell people 
who we are and what we do, and let them know what 
a difference a Catholic Daughter court can make in a 
community. You never know what the results of your 
casual conversations will be. Because of one casual 
conversation, we now have three courts in Peru!  

Officers of Court Maria, Reina de los Apóstoles (Mary, Queen of the Apostles) #2722 
in San Juan (St. John) parish in Chimbote, Peru. 

Shirley, Olga, Sam, and Dave wait at the bus station in Lima, Peru for the bus to take 
them on their 8 hour bus journey to Chimbote, Peru.

Officers of Santo Martires--Maria, Siervo del Señor from the Los Santos Mártires 
Catholic Church (The Holy Martyrs) in Chimbote, Peru.

Members of Court La Virgen de Guadalupe #2721, from Cristo Salvador (Christ the 
Savior) Parish, in Coishco, Peru.

Officers of Court La Virgen de Guadalupe #2721, from Cristo Salvador (Christ the Savior) 
Parish, in Coishco, Peru.
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The 56th Biennial National Convention of Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas is a happy memory. 
Thanks to each of you who attended and participated 

in the convention. 
A Family Workshop was presented Tuesday, July 19. After 

a PowerPoint presentation that showed families through 
the years and the changes that have happened in society 
with family, the participants were asked to share one 
activity or program with the group that supported families 
in a very special way. With the promise that these activities 
would be listed in the Fall Share magazine, participants 
were eager to share the program that worked best for them. 
Many wonderful activities were shared. The list includes the 
state of the court and a short explanation of that activity. 

Food was a common theme for gathering together. 
Because the Eucharist, the sharing of Jesus’ Body and Blood, 
is our saving meal and an essential part of our Catholic faith, 
following the theme of gathering to break bread is a very 
appropriate and a good way to celebrate family. 

Courts from Texas, Nebraska, Pennsylvania and Iowa host 
a picnic with grilled hot dogs, baseball games and even 

march in procession to celebrate families. The charitable 
works of the Catholic Daughters were recognized on the 
stadium address system during the game. 

Catholic Daughters ensure that families will not be hungry. 
A court in South Dakota invites children to cook in the parish 
kitchen and deliver the food to those who are hungry. New 
Mexico courts sponsor Thanksgiving food baskets. Another 
court in New Mexico packs backpacks for students. Courts in 
Pennsylvania prepare lunches for shut-ins. 

Courts in California, Massachusetts and Illinois sponsor 
movie nights with age appropriate movies that all family 
members can enjoy, with popcorn and pizza. A court in Iowa 
hosts a Family Movie Night preceded by a chicken dinner 
with all the trimmings. Local courts in North Carolina do 
a unique activity—the courts host a children’s play after 
sponsoring a Tailgate Party for the cast and play attendees. 
California courts also sponsor a party celebrating and 
honoring families. 

A great family outing is going fishing. Courts in 
Minnesota and South Dakota have a Fishing Derby and 
Picnic for families. Another court from South Dakota hosts 

Family
BUILDING BRIDGES THROUGH COURT PROGRAMS 

Sherry Nilles | 1st Vice National Regent



Living Stations for families to be a part of and celebrate the 
life of Christ together. 

West Virginia courts sponsor a laser tag event in 
September and a Catholic Daughter/son dance in the fall. 

New Hampshire courts sponsor a parish wide Advent 
Tree. Names of families who need a little help to make 
Christmas a little happier for them are placed on the tree 
branches. The families can then be adopted by other 
families or the court. A Texas court in Houston works with 
the Knights of Columbus on the Giving Tree which supports 
families in need at Christmas. 

Grandparents are important because they help pass the 
faith to their grandchildren. California sponsors a Grandma 
Day for the children with grandparents enjoying breakfast 
with their grandchildren. 

Courts in Maryland that have a military base nearby 
sponsor Birthday Bags for men and women in the service. 
North Carolina courts help families produce DVDs that are 
then sent to parents who are in the military and serving in 
foreign locations. The DVDs can be viewed many times to 
help the family feel closer to those who cannot be in their 
physical view. 

Christmas is a favorite time of the year to celebrate 
families. Activities included Christmas parties for families 
with entertainment and gifts with a Louisiana court. A court 
from Virginia makes Christmas Stockings filled with gifts 
and candy for children. Courts in Iowa deliver gifts from 
Christmas Tree Tags plus groceries for a family Christmas 
dinner. A court from Minnesota prepares bags for needy 
people. Texas courts sponsor Christmas Tags for Children. 
In Seattle, Washington, a Christmas picnic includes a craft-
making corner for children enabling them to hand-craft 
gifts for their family. A North Carolina court has a Christmas 

story with a Baby Jesus that includes all members of the 
family of “Baby Jesus.” 

The four Arizona adult courts located in one city work 
with JCDA courts training the girls to make rosaries which 
are placed in a container and given to children after Mass. 
They also have a style show for the young ladies with 
emphasis on dressing appropriately for Mass. 

We as Catholic Daughters pray. A court in Maryland 
sends electronic messages to members who pray for 
families every day during the week. A court in New York 
sponsors Teenagers’ Hour of Adoration. Teenagers provide 
the leadership for the Hour of Adoration and choose the 
music. Parents provide food. All attendees wear a t-shirt 
listing the Hour of Adoration hosted by the teenagers of 
the parish. South Dakota courts invite families to Divine 
Mercy Sunday. The day is celebrated by families with a 
prayer session follow by a luncheon or picnic. Mass, dinner 
and a Rosary are enjoyed by families praying together in 
Pennsylvania. A Texas court has a Memorial Mass and 
invites families of departed loved ones from the parish to a 
reception and Thanksgiving dinner. 

Courts in Pennsylvania, Oregon, North Carolina and 
Virginia crochet blankets for new born babies, purchase 
school supplies for the needy children, knit prayer shawls 
for any one struggling with the loss of a loved one or other 
family problems. 

Throughout the year, courts should strengthen family 
relations by interacting with one another in service and 
work of the family community. Families praying together, 
working together, and playing together fully encompass 
the Circle of Love program. 

Thank you to the courts for sharing their ideas for 
celebrating Family.  
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“Families praying together, working together,  
and playing together fully encompass  

the Circle of Love program.”



Janet Martineau 
Past National Director and Past Representative to Alaska

Alaska Court 
Development 

Two courts were recently instituted in The Diocese of Northern 
Alaska, Court St. Nicholas # 2725 in North Pole and Court 
Our Lady of Mercy #2726 in Fairbanks. My two-year effort to 

pursue new courts in Alaska, came to a successful conclusion due to 
persistence and the interest of Italia Carson a former CDA member 
from Oklahoma now living in North Pole. Italia was asked by her pastor 
Father Robert Fath to start a court in his parish. In 2015 a request to 
come to Alaska was put on hold as their Bishop Chad Zielinski was 
new and another group was on the schedule to visit parishes. Bishop 
Zielinski asked that the Catholic Daughters reapply in 2016. 

On January 1, 2016, another email was sent to the Bishop’s office, and 
this time Father Ross Tozzi, Chancellor of the Fairbanks diocese, asked 
the priests of the area if they would be open to having representatives 
of Catholic Daughters come to their parishes. One of those priests was 
Father Robert Fath who promptly said yes because there was interest 
in the parish of St. Nicholas. Another priest at that meeting said his 
grandmother was a Catholic Daughter in Texas. 

An invitation came to speak at four parishes June 6 and 7. Because 
there were 12 opportunities to speak, Janet Martineau, Immediate 
Past National Regent Shirley Seyfried, her husband Dave and Olga 
Samaniego came to do a weekend blitz at the churches. Olga‘s presence 
at the Spanish Mass brought in ladies from the Hispanic community. 
When Olga’s plane was delayed, Dave Seyfried did one of the pulpit talks 
while wearing his Knights of Columbus jacket, causing Father Ross Tozzi 
to comment that the Knights of Columbus are still starting CDA courts. 

Several informational meetings followed that week in the land 
where the sun never sets, and plans were made to return Aug. 6-7 at 
which time two courts were instituted. Our Lady of Mercy #2726 has 
members from three Fairbank area churches, while St. Nicholas #2725, 
located in North Pole, has members from one parish. Shirley and Dave 
Seyfried and Janet Martineau felt the presence of the Holy Spirit when 
the song “Whatsoever you do for the Least of my Brethren “was sung 
at both institution Masses since that has been Shirley’s theme the past 
two years. The choirs did not know that was Shirley’s theme and had 
not been asked to sing the song. Sunday afternoon, Shirley, Dave and 
Janet were back in North Pole for their annual picnic and were able to 
say a fond farewell to the new CDA sisters from St. Nicholas and the 
Bishop’s office who were so helpful by offering economical lodging at 
a rectory in June and the Chancery basement in August. 

We welcome our new CDA sisters in Alaska and encourage all members 
to pursue court development being persistent in doing God’s work.  

Members of Court St. Nicholas #2725, North Pole, Alaska, pose for 
a picture in front of the Statue of St. Nicholas at the parish church.

Officers of Court St. Nicholas #2725, North Pole, Alaska, are 
Maria Hoskins, charter member who was a proxy for Treasurer 
DeAnna Kiser on far left, daughter of Maria (barely visible); Vice 
Regent Carol Piser; Regent Heather Pariera Kimmerlin; Recording 
Secretary Barbara Smith; Financial Secretary Beth Sauer; and son 
of Maria Hoskins.

Members of Court Our Lady of Mercy #2726, Fairbanks, Alaska, 
pose for a picture in front of the Statue of the Blessed Mother at 
Sacred Heart Cathedral in Fairbanks.

Officers of Court Our Lady of Mercy #2726, Fairbanks, Alaska, from 
left to right Recording Secretary Beatrice (Bea) Garcia; Regent 
Roberta Carnahan; Pastor of Sacred Heart Cathedral Father Ross 
Tozzi; Treasurer Nancy Kelly; Vice Regent Judith (Judy) Weier; and 
Financial Secretary Lois Armentor.
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Outer band spins to 

reveal a custom mountain 

landscape design and 

genuine diamond

Inner band features 

the sentiment, 

“FAITH CAN MOVE 

MOUNTAINS” 

Men’s Spinning Diamond Ring 

Can Move Mountains

Center Band Spins 

When You Turn it!

A Fine Jewelry Exclusive from The 

Bradford Exchange

For the man whose Faith can 

Move Mountains 

Plated in sterling silver 

and 18K Gold

Features an intricate, 

textured Mountain 

Landscape

Surround yourself with inspiration in an endless expression of 

strength with our “Faith Can Move Mountains” Men’s Spinning 

Ring, available only from The Bradford Exchange.

Custom-crafted in an 

Exclusive Design

Hand-crafted and plated in sterling silver with accents of 18K 

gold plating, this “spinning” ring features a bold and original 

design. The outer band actually spins when you turn it to reveal 

an intricate mountain design. A genuine diamond set above 

the mountains shines like the sun. The inner band of the ring is 

fi nely engraved with the sentiment “Faith Can Move Mountains” 

inside of the band. It’s a distinctive look that lets you feel inspired 

wherever you go.

An Exceptional Value... 

Order Today!

A handsome design for yourself or a great gift for someone you 

know, the “Faith Can Move Mountains” Men’s Spinning Diamond 

Ring is available in men’s whole and half sizes from 8-15 for just 

$79*, payable in 4 easy installments of $19.75. It arrives in a 

custom presentation case and gift box along with a Certifi cate of 

Authenticity, and is backed by our 120-day guarantee. This ring is 

only available from The Bradford Exchange and only for a limited 

time. So don’t miss out—order yours today!

Reveal Your Strength In 

Bold Style 

  
©2016 The Bradford Exchange  01-22258-001-BIR

www.bradfordexchange.com/22258

YES.  Please reserve the “Faith Can Move Mountains” 

Men’s Spinning Diamond Ring for me as described in this 

announcement. 

 

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                        State               Zip

E-Mail (Optional)

01-22258-001-E50381

jewelry
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the

P.O. Box 806, Morton Grove, IL  60053-0806

PRIORITY RESERVATION              SEND NO MONEY NOW

Shown actual size

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
To assure a proper fi t, a ring 
sizer will be sent to you after 

your reservation has been 
accepted.

*Plus $9.98 shipping and service. 
Please allow 4-6 weeks after initial 
payment for shipment of your 
jewelry. Sales subject to product 
availability and order acceptance.

LIMITED-TIME OFFER
Reservations will be accepted on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. 

Respond as soon as possible to 
reserve your ring. 

Ring Size ______ (If known)
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SSM Health Cardinal Glennon Children’s Hospital is one 
of the few pro-life Catholic pediatric hospitals in the 
country. SSM Health Cardinal Glennon cares for all 

children, regardless of the financial circumstances of their 
families. Their mission is: “Through our exceptional health 
care services, we reveal the healing presence of God.” To learn 
more about the hospital or inquire about a charitable gift 
annuity, see the ad on the opposite page or visit glennon.org. 

Two weeks after Aly Marie Bauman’s seemingly healthy 
birth eleven years ago, she suffered a severe digestive tract 
complication. Her pediatrician referred her to SSM Health 
Cardinal Glennon Children’s Hospital, where she was treated 
by Dr. Thomas Foy, who remained Aly’s physician until he 
retired in March of this year.

Under Dr. Foy’s care she recovered, but a lifelong medical 
ordeal for young Aly had begun. After her recovery she was 
almost immediately re-admitted for a low white blood cell 
count and fluid in her lungs. She was diagnosed with a rare 
medical condition whereby her intestines and lymphatic 
system had not developed properly and could not absorb fat. 
A clotting disorder was discovered that needed monitoring 
and special medication. 

Aly was one of only five patients throughout the world 
suffering from both disorders at the same time. Twenty-four 
hour care was required. She later needed surgery to remove 
a malformed, bleeding bowel. Post-surgery, she suffered 
respiratory, liver, kidney and pancreatic failure. She spent 
three weeks on life support before she began to improve. 

Over the next years of her young life Aly was constantly in 
and out of the hospital, and for nine years she needed blood 
transfusions two to seven days a week. There were periods 
when she required 18 hours of Total Parenteral Nutrition (TPN) 
daily, which had to be administered in a line through Aly’s 
chest. Up until October 2015 Aly’s typical daily visit to the 
hospital lasted six hours – a full-time job for Aly's mom Connie.

Despite her suffering, and with the unwavering support of 
her family and sound medical care at SSM Health Cardinal 
Glennon, Aly has maintained a positive attitude and her health 
is improving. Connie explains. “Aly will soon be twelve. She 
is now able to attend Valle Catholic, a wonderful, private 
school. She smiles more, gets tired less, and has beautiful 
rosy cheeks and lips. She sleeps in her own bed more than a 
hospital bed! She enjoys being outside, loves her dog, riding 
her bike, playing with her brothers and is even now beginning 
to get a little ‘girly’ on us.”

Aly gives back, too. During a hospital stay last year, she 
created paintings for the Art from the Heart Event benefiting 
Friends of Kids with Cancer, which also supports the hospital. 
In addition, “Aly’s Arts and Crafts Drive” has collected dozens 
of arts and crafts items on behalf of SSM Health Cardinal 
Glennon. She also works with local blood drives to give back 
to the over 1,000 blood donors who have helped save her life.

Aly’s treatment currently involves monthly visits to the 
hospital for intravenous medication and checkups. “She’s 
grown up at Cardinal Glennon,” Connie says with a smile. 
“The atmosphere is such that you almost forget you are in a 
hospital. We like the child friendly atmosphere, play rooms 
and events, and love the individuals who make up the staff. 
We appreciate that everyone will tell you they are praying for 
you and that faith is a part of what makes them strong.”

“Cardinal Glennon isn’t a hospital to us, it’s a second 
home. It’s a place where we know we are safe and under the 
best possible care. From the security guards, receptionists, 
cafeteria workers, registration desk clerks to the nurses, 
physicians, and everyone, it’s as if Aly has 100 parents!”

Connie adds, “If you have faith, there is always hope. 
Without hope for a better tomorrow, there is nothing to help 
you carry on. I have watched Aly beat the odds more than 
once, overcome great obstacles, and faith has always carried 
us through those difficult times.”  

Aly’s Story:
A Young Girl’s Courage, Outstanding Health Care and the Healing Presence of God

By Tom Panas | National Public Relations Director

The Bauman Family, left to right,  
Alivia, Todd, Aly, Cole, Connie, Drew and Broc.
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Magnificat Testimonials

John Sacco, Manager of Communications, Magnificat, spoke eloquently at Convention about his work at Magnificat and the 
profound impact Magnificat has had on his personal life. Three others, two Catholic Daughters and our Immediate Past 
National Chaplain – share the impact Magnificat has had upon their personal life. Magnificat was kind to offer a free copy of 

Magnificat to those in attendance at Convention and there is another offer -- please refer to the ad on the opposite page.

Upon my ordination I was gifted a 

subscription to Magnificat. I have used the 

Mass readings and prayers for preparing my 

homilies and the daily reflections for Spiritual 

Direction and meditation in my personal prayer. 

Their suggested Prayers of the Faithful have 

even found their way into our parish liturgies 

from time to time.  Magnificat continues to be 

my first recommendation for people who seek 

a daily Mass resource and introduction into the 

practice of Morning and Evening Prayer.

At our recent National Convention, 

the Catholic Daughters of the Americas 

used Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer 

from Magnificat to open and close our business 

sessions. This set a prayerful tone for our 

discussions that set our Catholic organization 

apart from similar secular gatherings. I 

am grateful to Magnificat for providing the 

magazines for our attendees and enhancing 

our practice of prayer. It is my sincere hope 

that this will lead to a greater devotion to 

the Liturgy of the Hours among the Catholic 

lay faithful, as well as new subscriptions to 

continue and strengthen the evangelistic 

mission of Magnificat and the Catholic 

Daughters of the Americas.

May God continue to bless you and  

your apostolate.

~  Immediate Past National Chaplain  

Father Matthew Kuhn

I really have only used The Magnificat for about 

three weeks, not including the week at CDA 

Convention. But like I told John when I was thanking 

him for the complimentary copies, I already love 

the book. I love the prayers, I love that every day it 

features a Saint, or someone to read about.

I was comparing it to my Word Among Us, and The 

Magnificat has a lot more, per daily prayers. I like the 

mass and all that goes with it, it is all in there.  It is 

so good to start the day with it, and then finish off 

the day, later at night with the evening prayers. The 

size is also a plus, not too small and not too big. You 

will not believe this, but I love the feel of the paper, 

as I turn the pages, so smooth and thin.

I am so glad I found this prayer book. A lot of my 

friends have it though I never knew, they never 

mention it. I will read this daily. It makes me feel 

very good as I am praying. The Magnificat is a 

wonderful book. I am so glad I can share this with my 

CDA sisters.

~  Esther E. Waters, Regent, Court Queen of the 

Rosary, #2368, McAllen, Texas

I have had a subscription for about six years. I started using the Magnificat because I am a daily lector at St. Bernard’s Parish in Levittown, New York.The Magnificat allows me to prepare the readings of the day and has now become for me a part of my daily prayer. I use it for Morning and Evening prayer as well as for information on the lives of the saints. I also enjoy the Daily Meditations and beautiful artwork. The size allows me to carry it easily, thereby it is always handy. I highly recommend the Magnificat to anyone who wants to increase their prayer life and knowledge of their Faith. 

~ New York State Regent, Mary Zeisig
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Our “Bridge Over Troubled Water” 
Olga Samaniego | Spiritual Enhancement Chair, National Regent-Elect

When I heard that the theme for this issue of SHARE 
would be “Bridges,” all I could think of was the 
wonderful, old Simon & Garfunkel song, “Bridge 

Over Troubled Water.” It is about a person promising to be 
there whenever he is needed—no matter what. Often, as we 
try to live the life of service to which we are called, we hit 
patches of troubled water. 

Our individual courts are made up of members of such 
wonderful diversity. We are all of different ages and often 
at different stages in life. Some of us are young, working 
women, and others of us are retired. Some of us are 
raising teenagers and others of us are enjoying spoiling 
grandchildren. Some of us have disposable income, and 
some of us are living on fixed incomes. Our diversity makes 
each court unique, interesting, and strong! However, it 
can create an amazing challenge—dealing with differing 
viewpoints. We all see things from our own unique 
perspectives. What is horribly important to me may be 
not so important to someone else. Some of us may favor 
being methodical and doing our research about projects, 
and others want to jump in feet first and work everything 
out as we go along. Some of us can’t wait to try something 
new, and others of us favor the tried and true. All of our 
differences can lead to stormy seas and rough patches that 
leave us wondering if our little courts will be able to weather 
the storm. 

In the Simon and Garfunkel song, the singer offers to 
be present in times of trouble, “like a bridge over troubled 
water, I will lay me down.” While that is a beautiful, selfless, 
image, we all know that as much as we would like to be able 

to take care of things for others, there is much that is not 
within our power. The good news is making things better 
doesn’t rest on our shoulders. 

When the going gets hard, we have a God who promises, 
“I will lead them to brooks of water, on a level road, so that 
none shall stumble.” Jer. 31:9 There is no reason for a court 
to be in danger because of anger or stress. Differences of 
opinion do not need to be the cause of factions or clicks 
within a court. Nor do they need to be the cause of gossiping, 
plotting, or the pitting of one group against another. Seeking 
to be the ones in power within a court is not something for 
which any of us should be striving. 

We must remember that we are followers of the One who 
is able to still the waters that are raging around us today 
the same way he did for his disciples so long ago. We are 
servants of the One who not only laid himself down, as in 
the song, but who also gave his life for each of us. If there is 
strife and discontent within the court, and if there is no joy 
in service, those are absolute signs that we are not following 
the example of Mary the sister of Lazarus who knew she was 
called to sit at the feet of the Lord and listen. 

If things have become strained within your court, or more 
importantly, in order to make sure that they never do, build 
in time to pray together. Seek the Lord, together. As the 
psalmist says in Psalm 34: 4, say to each other “Magnify 
the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together,” In that 
way, each of you will be building a bridge and helping each 
member to see God in every other member of the court. Only 
then will you be able to show the face of God to a hurting 
world through your joyful service.  
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By Margi Oller | Past National Director and Past National Quality of Life Chairman

of Quality of Life

Sometime ago I wrote about the Seeds of Quality of 
Life (fall 2015). Having served as National Quality 
of Life Chairman, I want to share with you the 

sprouting, budding, and blossoming of those seeds. The 
following are projects submitted by 60 State and Local 
Courts as examples and ideas. Please keep planting the 
seeds to promote Unity and Charity for all those in need. 
Let your blossoms be known through the blessings of your 
members God given talents.

FOR THE CRAFTERS:
FRIENDSHIP CRAFTERS: Friendship Crafters is a group 

of crafters, closet crocheters, and knitters who come 
together to share their interest and socialize once a week 
for two hours. This group includes parishioners, community 
members, and members from Court Holy Family #1794, 
Security, CO. With materials donated or paid for by the 
court, the group created prayer shawls, lap robes, scarves, 
hats, and baby afghans. These items, a card from the court, 
and clothing, toiletries, candy, cookies, or toys, were used 
to create baskets for visits to the elderly, hospitalized, or 
homebound parishioners, the Blessing Basket Ministry, 
and the Wounded Warrior Project.   

PRAYER BLANKET MINISTRY: The Prayer Blanket 
Ministry is a ministry begun in 2007 by members of Court 
St. Veronica #1273, Adamant, VT, and consists of four or 
five ladies who create blankets from fleece donated by 
other members. The blankets are given along with a prayer 
card (St. Peregrine, Patron Saint of those affected by 
cancer, or one with intentions for the sick) to the elderly/
sick members of the parish, and community. Those who 
receive a blanket/card are remembered in the Prayers of 
the Faithful with the prayer: “We pray for those who have 
received the Catholic Daughters of the Americas Prayer 
Blanket.” Since its inception, they have provided 299 
blankets with 26 blankets awaiting a recipient.

CLICK FOR BABIES: In collaboration with the New 
Hampshire Children’s Trust, members of court Bishop 

Molloy #1441, Nashua, NH, knit and crochet new born baby 
hats (birth to 12 months) to build awareness about the 
period of PURPLE crying. Members who do not “click” the 
needles are asked to wash and bag the hats, donate yarn, 
and ask friends & family to create hats. By allowing this 
seed to blossom, they donated 175 hats to the Children’s 
Trust and they aim to double the amount next year. 

MIRACLE OF LIFE: Members of Court Bellaire #367, 
Bellaire, OH, provide clothing and supplies for newborns, 
first time mothers, and mothers in need. The items are 
donated to their local Miracle of Life agency. 

SOLE HOPE: Court Queen of the Holy Rosary (Hostyn) 
#2282 LaGrange, TX, undertook the task of cutting denim and 
plastic to make 60 shoe kits. The kits along with any remaining 
supplies were sent to Sole Hope. Sole Hope is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to preventing diseases entering 
through the feet caused by jiggers, which burrow into the skin 
causing irritation, pain and infection, and when left untreated, 
can be deadly. This organization provides not only shoes for 
children in Uganda, it creates jobs for adults and promotes 
spiritual guidance. Contact information: SoleHope.org. 

FULLFILLING WISHES:
WILL THE EASTER BUNNY FIND ME?: Members of Court 

St. Augustine #1104, New Canaan, CT, collected items 
including candy, stuffed animals, coloring books, crayons, 
and toys to create Easter Baskets. The baskets were given 
to children at a shelter for women and children, who were 
thrilled to see the Easter Bunny had found them. 

GIVING TREE: Court St. Denis #1497, Manasquan, NJ, 
placed a giving tree in the parish gathering space to collect 
items for the Tutwiler Clinic, which were requested in the 
clinic’s newsletter. The collected items were then driven to 
the Tutwiler Clinic. 

FOOD AND MEALS: 
MARY AND MARTHA BRUNCH: Court St. Landry #119, 

Vacherie, LA, in connection with the K of C Council, has 

Blossoms



prepared a nutritious, high protein brunch for an area 
Shelter for Homeless Women and Children once a month, 
for the past two years. The Knights finance the food and 
the Catholic Daughters prepare and serve 50 plus meals. 
This provides a time of socialization for the members of 
both groups who are from three parishes. “The Martha 
activity of meal preparation is the catalyst for the Marys of 
our court to reach out spiritually to our homeless sisters.”

WIDOW’S TEA: Court St. Veronica #1421, Mott, ND, 
sponsored an event to socialize with women who had lost 
their husbands. Invitations were sent, tables were set 
with china and stemware, and the court served tea and 
refreshments. A local high school provided entertainment, 
which was appreciated by all. Those present shared 
conversation with the youth, brought pictures, and shared 
stories with each other. The court was asked to do this 
again, and perhaps include a card party; the plans are in 
progress for this event. 

WOMEN’S BRUNCH: Court Ashland #1245, Ashland, OH, 
promotes a social event in the community to support and 
raise awareness of a Care Center. The event was attended by 
over 70 women with each bringing baby items to overflow 
the pack-n-play at the door. The court members served a 
lovely brunch. A basket raffle containing local items and 
gift certificates raised over $500, which was donated to the 
Pregnancy Center. A Pro-Life speaker provided information 
about education courses, baby bucks, and other resources 
available. This had a huge impact on the parish, court, and 
community by allowing Christian women to meet, promote, 
support, and discuss the value of life. 

MATTHEW 25 FOOD CUPBOARD: The Matthew 25 Food 
Cupboard is located in a neighborhood of high poverty with 
many homeless people and recovery houses. Members of Court 
St. Francis De Sales #261, Philadelphia, PA, hold fundraisers 
where they sell raffle tickets and people are encouraged to 
bring non-perishable food. Food for the Matthew 25 Food 
Cupboard comes from various donors, including churches of 
all denominations, court members, former food recipients 
who are now back on their feet, and food drives conducted 
by area schools, or is purchased with monetary donations, 
funds from the fundraisers, as well as matching gifts from a 
member’s company. Members of the court also help prepare 
and distribute bags to those in need. In 2015, 17,600 pounds 
of non-perishable food was distributed. 

SUPPORT OF OUR TROOPS AND FAMILIES: 
TREAT OUR TROOPS: Court St. Rose #4, Cuba City, WI, 

covered the costs of shipping goodie boxes to military 
personal. The goodie boxes, which were sent to local 
soldiers, were created at the Annual Turkey Supper Candy 

Drive, where area youth filled boxes with their donated 
Halloween candy, homemade cards, and toothbrushes. 

OPERATION TROOP SUPPORT: Court Henry A. Sullivan 
#584, Danvers, MA, created an educational display of small 
items needed by our troops and not provided: antacids, 
aspirin, Tylenol, Motrin and Advil. They also collected 
calendars, wrapped gifts, wrote over 1000 cards with the help 
of the community, and donated time to families who face 
Christmas without their loved ones. They helped to educate 
the community of the sacrifices made, the effect they make in 
the lives of those returning, and to not take for granted those 
who make the United States of America a great nation. 

MINISTERING TO THE NEEDS OF VETERANS: Court 
Ashville #412, Candler, NC, has a Veterans Hospital, a 
Hospice, and a Veterans Quarters for the homeless in 
their area and members of the court made a pledge to 
ministering to the residents. They visit the patients, bring 
Holy Communion, pray with Hospice patients (on call 24/7), 
and bake cookies weekly for the nursing home. Court 
members stand duty at funerals, take dogs for Pet Therapy, 
assist at the Veterans Quarters with shopping, prepare 
meals twice a month, and go to the Basilica on Wednesday 
to pick up 70 bag lunches to be handed out on the streets. 
On Veterans Day they hold a Laurentine Canteen, where 
youth provide entertainment by singing and dancing, and 
the court members provide homemade food, fun, and 
fellowship, followed by the Court Chaplain offering prayers 
and patriotic songs. 

5K FOR WOUNDED WARRIOR CAREGIVERS: Catholic 
Daughters Court Kavanaugh #54, Alexandria, VA, and the 
K of C Council joined forces to help the caregivers of the 
Wounded Warriors because they are the forgotten ones, 
who work tirelessly to care for ones they love. “Operation 
Home Front” was the charity they chose to support. A 5K 
race fundraiser was planned. After many organizational 
meetings, the Race Day dawned. The Military Quintet, and 
the Color Guard stood ready to start the 170 runners, 18 
of which were Wounded Warriors. The last runner to cross 
the finish line was a Wounded Warrior with his wife and 
son, making his first effort to participate in a sports event 
a successful one. There were many prizes and baskets 
presented, which were collected by the Catholic Daughters 
and Knights of Columbus working in pairs. A total of $17,000 
was raised. The shared stories of warriors and caregivers 
brought tears to the eyes of many. It was a day well spent. 

PAPER CHAIN LINKS: Court Ashland #1245, Ashland, 
OH, distributed chain links through the parish, community, 
and other courts, which were to be returned and sent to 
a base for those preparing to be deployed. The chain link 
contained this prayer:” Lord, hold our troops in your loving 
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hands. Protect them as they protect us. Bless them and their 
families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our need. 
I ask this in the name of Jesus, Our Lord and Savior. Amen.” 
On the inside people could write their own prayer, their name 
and contact information. The first year yielded 600 links; the 
second year goal was 1000 but actually became 2000. This 
yearly event continues to spread good thoughts and prayers. 

ACTS OF MERCY: CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY:
THE RESIDENCE FUND: The New Jersey State Court 

established The “Residence Fund” to build a home for 
Catholic Daughters, a dream that was not realized. However, 
the fund has become a fund to aid five (5) organizations 
each year, whose practices comply with Catholic teaching, 
with $5000 donations per charity per year. A committee 
of three members chooses the recipients. In addition, a 
donation was made to a Redemptorist’s Retreat Center 
whose property was damaged by Hurricane Sandy. 

C ANDLELIGHTERS SUPERHERO WALK/RUN: 
“Candlelighters” is a Nevada State Charity that assists 
families who are dealing with children battling cancer. They 
provide financial, emotional, and spiritual aid, including 
paying household expenses for parents who cannot work 
so they can be with their children during doctor visits or 
treatments. Volunteers babysit, provide rides, run errands 
and do household chores. When insurance runs out, funds 
are provided for treatment and medicines. A team to run the 
5k Walk/Run was organized from Nevada court members 
and other groups. It was called “Huggy Bear for Claire” 
and raised $700. The impact on our court was to bring 
us together and reach outside our usual ways of helping 
improve lives of families with difficult times.

SHARING AND CARING: In North Carolina, all the Catholic 
Daughters courts combined to aid “Victory Junction Gang 
Camp,” a camp that offers weekend and weekly medical 
camp for children with serious illnesses at no cost. 
They support the camp financially, and with volunteers, 
blankets, and teddy bears that the children take home with 
them. CDA volunteers are assigned to a family or camper 
to assist them for a weekend with schedules, activities, 
and anything they may need. These children experience 
activities they might not enjoy if it were not for the camp. 

MOMS & MUNCHKINS’ PROGRAM: Court Howard #1882, 
Ellicott City, MD established a program which allows “stay-
at-home” moms to meet with other moms. A team of Catholic 
Daughters provides liturgy sessions, prayer, song, and arts/
crafts activities for the children. The group meets monthly 
and the goal is to increase visibility of Catholic Daughters, 
and evangelization with women and other parishioners. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL BOOK PROJECT: While visiting a 

Thrift Shop some members of Court St. Elizabeth #2687, Dix 
Hills, NY, noticed a large amount of books in no particular 
order. The court adopted the project of sorting and shelving 
the books to make them apparent to customers and 
increase the revenue for the St. Vincent de Paul Society. 

FUND RAISERS:
LIFE SAVERS PROJECT: In April, all 65 Iowa Catholic 

Daughters courts purchased Life Savers and found places 
to set-up and offer packages of Life Savers for a donation. 
Some parishes held a second collection in support of the 
project. The proceeds derived were divided between a 
charity of the State’s choice (60%) and the Dioceses (40%). 

PRO-LIFE:
PRO-LIFE INFORMATION STATION & HEALTH FAIR: Court 

St. Monica #1994, Fkalaka, MT, held a pro-life informational 
health fair with the goal to promote the value of life from 
conception to natural death. Groups of six to eight members 
gathered in areas to interact with the public. The impact is a 
change in the attitude of adults in the areas of: respect for every 
person, right for life, and the beginning of life. The fetal models 
impact the teens in the wonder and respect for babies. The 
value of strong family life was an additional area discussed. 

RESPECT FOR ALL: Court Our Little Flower #2287, Little 
Rock, AK, enhanced its Pro-Life efforts of praying every 
Thursday with donations to Helping Hands and volunteering 
a day a week. They bought Christmas gifts for the needy, 
suits for the boys making First Communion, visited nursing 
homes/shut-ins, and supported Adopt-A-Child. 

RESPECT FOR ALL: Members of Court Our Lady of 
Hope #2389, Jensen Beach, FL, shows its respect for all 
by visiting area nursing homes once a week to pray with 
patients with impaired memories, sing familiar hymns with 
them, and bring cheerful and friendly social time. They also 
distribute ashes on Ash Wednesday. Seeing the look of joy 
in the patients’ eyes and smiles on their faces, brings joy to 
the Catholic Daughters. 

As I close this review of the wonderful reports you 
presented to me as National Quality of Life chairman, I 
can only say thank you for sharing the time, talents, and 
treasures granted by God through your members. Also I 
know that these Works of Mercy are repeated in many courts 
but not reported. Please know that effort made toward those 
in need is memorable to them. You show that God loves them 
and provides for them. In the future please take the time to 
report your projects, and give others ideas of efforts to share. 
God bless each member and every court for the work you do 
in UNITY AND CHARITY and for the least of our brethren.  
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Leadership 
Building Bridges in Each Court 

Sherry Nilles | First Vice National Regent and National Leadership Chairman 

Every two years, leadership in the Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas changes. This happens in the local 
courts, state courts and on the national level. To 

accomplish the work of the Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas, leaders must build bridges or connections within 
their court and with their members. Quality connections 
between people provide the understanding as to why some 
courts grow and others consider disbanding. 

But how are quality connections defined? They must 
be life giving and flexible enough to bend or take a new 
direction, yet strong enough to maintain the integrity of 
the organization. The interaction between individuals must 
be mutual sharing. You must close down the computer, put 
away the book and give full attention to the other. Each 
individual must feel that what she has to share is of utmost 
importance to the other. Leaders must demonstrate that 
full attention to all court members so that it can be felt and 
sensed. In turn, the member will follow the example of the 
leader with other members. 

An example of a mutual satisfying experience would be 
a feeling that varying emotions can be stated. “I can share 
my opinion about the changing of our fund-raiser this year 
with her. I am also able to release my frustrations with the 
process last year and find a better way to organize the fund-
raiser. We help each other to accept what must be done to 

make this a success.” 
The organization then grows and glows with the shared 

life from a mutual satisfying experience. 
Another measure of connectedness is the openness to 

new ideas, new members and diversity in the organization. 
Each member of the court comes with different life 
experiences. Connections are made when leaders and 
members share those experiences, accept the new ideas 
and are flexible and resilient. 

A lesser connection can leave damage in its wake. Ignoring 
a new member who suggests a change that “never has been 
done that way” takes an emotional toll on that new member. 
New members need to be given a tour of Catholic Daughters. 
This includes information about the court joined-who 
instituted the court, who were key members and why. What 
has this court done to make life better for all God’s people? 
What are the court plans for this year and the next, and the 
next? Where can I share my talents? Where do I fit? 

To be an effective leader, get in the midst of the work or 
problem and don’t pass the buck. If the leader is willing to 
work, attentive to other members and welcoming to the 
members of the court, they, in turn, will be willing to follow. 

There can be great plans within the Catholic Daughters 
court, but the strength of any organization is in relationships 
and connections.  
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NEW PROJECT IN 
MINNESOTA 
by Catherine Mino,  
Court Regent
Court Joan of Arc #691, Blue Earth, 

Minnesota, decided to offer help to the 

local Faribault-Martin county Habitat 

for Humanity. It so happened that a few 

problems hampered the Habitat for 

Humanity organization but finally our 

court got its opportunity. A donated 

house was moved on to a newly dug 

basement and men were working 

on this basement one Saturday. We 

prepared coffee and a hot noon lunch.  

We were met by men who were happy 

to see us and have hot coffee and a 

warm meal in the kitchen above the 

basement they were working on.  It 

was an enjoyable time for both the 

men and court members.

TEXAS COURT DONATES BOOKS FOR TEENS 
TO DALLAS CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL
Members of Court Our Lady of the Snow #2100, Plano/

Richardson, Texas, were delighted to again take part in Read 

Across America by donating 75 new books for young teens to 

the Abby’s Corner Pediatric Library at Medical City Children’s 

Hospital in Dallas. Last year, Court Our Lady of the Snow donated 

new books for young children, but while delivering those books 

they noticed there were very few for young teens. They made 

a note of that need and this year court members delivered a 

child’s wagon filled with many books for teen patients. With 

that wagon are, left to right, Recording Secretary Jacelyn 

Hoffman, Vice Regent Nenita Cuellar, Suzanne Delcambre and 

Regent Diane Filibeck.

NEVADA COURT HELPS MEDICAL  
CENTER RESIDENTS
Court Our Lady of the Valley #2118, Las Vegas, Nevada, visits the 

Southern Nevada Medical and Rehab Center three times annually. 

Court members bring communion, rosaries, prayer cards, treats, 

hand cream, chapsticks, wall calendars and stuffed animals to 

the residents. Pictured from left to right are June Perri, Loy Prado, 

financial secretary and past regent, Mary Ann Ponci, Leslie 

Valpiani, Nancy Scarbro, recording secretary, and Leonie Frisbee, 

vice regent. 
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DES MOINES COURT ENVISIONS MEDICAL 
HELP FOR WOMEN
Court Ava Maria #302, Des Moines, Iowa, donated money and 

clothing to Inner Visions Healthcare in West Des Moines, which, 

according to its website, is “an unplanned pregnancy and STD 

medical clinic.” In the photo, court members and the Inner Visions 

director gather around clothing donated.

NORTH DAKOTA COURT TEACHES CHILDREN 
WITH CUPCAKE ROSARY
Members of Court Father Tracy #2121, Bowman, North Dakota, 

made a cupcake rosary and taught children in grades one through 

six how to pray the rosary. Students received a rosary kit and made 

their own individual rosaries.  In the photo, Regent Terry Walter 

stands behind a cupcake rosary with purple and white frosting.
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CALIFORNIA COURT HELPS  
STRUGGLING BABIES
Members of Court St. John #2526, Fresno, California, delivered 

baby clothes from the court’s annual baby shower to the NICU 

(Neonatal Intensive Care Unit) at Fresno Community Hospital. In 

the photo, the court regent, vice regent and treasurer present the 

clothing to a nurse at the facility.

Photo caption: Left to right, Linda Gauthier, district deputy; Regent Elsie Campbell, Most Rev. Ronald P. Herzog, Bishop of the Diocese of 
Alexandria, Louisiana, Past Regent Joan Lanius, and Mattie Mitchell, president, junior court.

JUNIOR AND SENIOR COURT TEAM UP TO HELP LOUISIANA SEMINARY
Court Notre Dame #1452, Alexandria, Louisiana, and JCDA Court Notre Dame #1452, Holy Savior Menard High School, Alexandria, 

presented a check of $1,000 for the Seminary Education Fund to Bishop Herzog of the Diocese of Alexandria. The money was raised from 

a fundraising program by the Junior court, newly formed under the leadership of Jessica Sanders, teacher and sponsor. 
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TEXAS JUNIORS PACK GOD’S LOVE FOR STUDENTS
As part of their “Packing God’s Love” service project, members of JCDA Court Anna Poth #1178, Poth, Texas, held a bake sale and used the 

proceeds to purchase over 50 backpacks for needy students in the community. In the photo are participating Juniors in the store where 

they purchased backpacks: back row, Payton Pruski, Callie Walpole, Madison West, Brianna Guevara, Kelsey Soto, Kaylee Wiatrek, Hadley 

Harris, Shianne Thomas, Conley Harris and Halleigh Kopecki; front row, Brooklyn Albert, Sadie Skloss, Olivia West, Makenna Albert and 

Kenzie Wiatrek.

MINNESOTA COURT HELPS FIRST 
COMMUNICANTS TO A GOOD BEGINNING
As part of its “In The Beginnings” project, Court St. Rita #409, 

Perham, Minnesota, gifted 34 First Communicants with a wooden 

cross embossed with the words from John 6:35: “I am the bread of 

life; he who comes to me will never be hungry; he who believes in 

me shall never thirst.” The gift also included a First Communion 

Medal on a ribbon wrapped in a gift bag. Past National Chaplain 

Rev. Matthew Kuhn and Deacon Randy Altstadt celebrated Mass 

for the first communicants. In the photo, three first communicants 

are united in prayer.

OREGON COURT HONORS  
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER
Members of Court St. Pius X #2335, Klamath Falls, Oregon, held 

a special luncheon to honor the court’s scholarship recipients.  

Among the scholarships distributed was a $500.00 High School 

Senior Scholarship to Meghan Holliday, who will attend the 

University of Portland this fall majoring in film production. 

Another was a $250.00 scholarship to the Court St. Pius X Youth 

Group which will be used to assist parish young people attending 

Diocesan Youth Camps. These and other scholarships were made 

possible by the court’s fund raising efforts, including bake sales, 

a $100.00 raffle, and a bunco party with support of St. Pius X 

parishioners and community at large.

Left to right, Kathy Pence, Regent, Mary Holder, Fr. Shiju Thuruthiyil, 
chaplain and Meghan Holliday
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TEXAS JUNIORS HELP NATIONAL PROJECT 
WITH ROSARIES
During October’s “Month of the Rosary,” Junior Catholic Daughters 

Court St. Paul #1604, Shiner, Texas, held a parish-wide rosary 

collection. With the permission of the local pastor, a collection box 

was placed in the vestibule of the church for donations of rosaries 

and monetary contributions. Rosaries and monies collected were 

then sent to the Catholic Daughters National project, Holy Cross 

Family Ministries. Pictured above are the Juniors with some of the 

donations they received. 

OUTSTANDING GIRL HONORED BY IOWA COURT
The St. Edmond High School Outstanding Girl Award, sponsored 

by Court Our Lady of Good Counsel #216, Fort Dodge, Iowa, was 

presented by Regent Marie Sheeder (left, in the photo) to Allison 

F. Condon. The award winner is chosen by a panel of faculty 

members from the St. Edmond school. 

NEBRASKA COURT ANNOUNCES POETRY 
CONTEST WINNERS
Court Our Lady of Nebraska #2186, Omaha, Nebraska, held an 

awards ceremony to announce the winners of the poetry contest. 

Pictured from left to right, Pat Meyer, regent, Evan and Catherine 

Maydew, Mary Clare, Martha and Mike O’Connor, Keegan Towey 

and Rhonda Bruggeman. The theme for the poetry contest was 

either “We are Stewards of God’s Creation;” or “How Do we Care 

for the Environment?”

TENNESSEE COURT ANNOUNCES EDUCATION 
CONTEST WINNERS
Court Our Lady of the Rosary #2624, Bristol, Tennessee, proudly 

introduced the court’s 2016 education contest winners. In 

the photo, back row, Grace Despard, Poetry, Div. 2, 1st Place; 

Will Broadfoot, Poetry, Div. 1, 2nd Place; and William Burriss, 

Photography, 1st place. Front Row: Cash Pierce, Essay, 1st Place; 

Zachary Newman, Poetry, Division 1, 1st place; Neal Pochyla, Art, 

1st place; Ellen Counts, Poetry, Div. 1, 2nd place. Not pictured: 

Helena Strouth
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MAY CROWNING AT MINNESOTA COURT
Members of Court Queen of Peace #1558, Slayton, Minnesota, 

honored Mary with crowning at morning Mass. Catholic Daughters 

processed into church with flowers, which they placed in front of 

the statue of Mary. In the photo, Emma Risacher, granddaughter 

of Catholic Daughter Joyce Risacher, places the crown. Coffee and 

rolls were served to the congregation after Mass. 
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WEST VIRGINIA COURT ANNOUNCES  
NEW OFFICERS
New officers installed for Court Martinsburg #392, Martinsburg, 

West Virginia, are, left to right, Jacky Stocking, treasurer; Barb 

Howell, financial secretary; Mary Beth Cornell, vice regent; Donna 

Hollmann, regent; and Dottie Ware, recording secretary.
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NEW OFFICERS FOR IDAHO COURT
In the photo are newly-elected officers of Court St. Theresa of the 

Mountain #1053, Kellogg, Idaho, installed by Idaho State Chaplain 

Rev. Jerome Montez: front row, Father Montez and Idaho State 

Regent Jackie Ringo. Back row, Financial Secretary Kate Absec; 

Recording Secretary Lois Porter; Regent Beth Ferraro; Vice Regent 

Jennifer Seig; and Treasurer Patty Milholland.

National Regent Helene Shepard, left, and Past National Regent 
Rayola McLaughlin.

TWO NATIONAL REGENTS FROM NEW YORK
Newly-installed National Regent Helene Shepard and a small 

delegation, which included Executive Director Mary Impellizeri, 

Oregon State Regent Irene Duda and New York First Vice State 

Regent Heather Rave, made a stop on their return trip from the 

56th Biennial National Convention to see Past National Regent 

Rayola McLaughlin. Helene presented Rayola and member Mary 

Wohlscheid, who was also present, with souvenir mugs from the 

banquet. All had a lovely visit, as the new National Regent took the 

opportunity to thank her friend and mentor for the example she 

set for her through her many years of service to CDA.

NEW YORK COURT HONORS LONGEST  
ACTIVE MEMBER
At the court’s annual communion breakfast, Court St. Paul #71, 

Mechanicville, New York, honored Kathryn Higgins for being an 

active member for 79 years.  Kathryn, who celebrated her 100th 

birthday in May, is the matriarch of four generations of Catholic 

Daughters. In the photo, Kathryn, seated, is surrounded by 

family members, left to right, Kathryn Sheehy, financial secretary 

and granddaughter, and daughters Sue Hines and Mary Beth 

Brzozowski. Kathryn’s granddaughter Colleen Lucarelli and great 

granddaughter Teresa Lucarelli were absent when this picture 

was taken.
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NEW COURT INSTITUTED IN ARIZONA
Court St. Mary Magdalene #2708, Avondale, Arizona, was instituted on April 3 at St. Thomas Aquinas Church in Avondale. Pictured in 

the back row are Chaplain Deacon Al Scheller and Pastor Rev. John Muir. National Director Susan Mone, pictured on the left, officiated.  

Arizona State Officers present were Irene Gramza, first vice state regent; Maureen O’Reilly O’Shea, state regent; and Lorrie Holland, state 

secretary. The new officers are Cindy Perez, regent; Sharon Lokken, vice regent; Mary Ann O’Brien, financial secretary; Jeanine Maiella, 

recording secretary; and Deborah Marcotte, treasurer. 

NEW OFFICERS INTRODUCED BY IOWA COURT
Court St. Cecelia #283, Algona, Iowa, announced the installation 

of new officers, left to right Treasurer Sandi Dahlhauser; Financial 

Secretary Viv Streit; District Deputy Jane Bruch; Regent Julie 

Norland; Vice Regent Barb Taphorn; and Secretary Meg Klemm.

IOWA COURT ANNOUNCES NEW OFFICERS
Court St. Pius X #1714, Jessup, Iowa, announced new court officers, 

from left to right, Janice Demuth, recording secretary, Marlene 

Mangrich, vice regent, Nancy Kies, regent, Marsha McGlaughlin, 

treasurer, and Monica Bengston, financial secretary. 

COURT OFFICERS 
INSTALLED FOR 
IDAHO COURT
Recently installed officers 

for Court Our Lady of 

Victory #1348, Nampa, 

Idaho, are, left to right, 

Takako Cuttlers, Idaho 

State district deputy; 

Jennifer Senn, financial 

secretary; Marilyn Boehme, 

recording secretary; Kathy 

Paulin, regent; Judy Bartz, 

vice regent; and Elli 

Gerichs, treasurer. 
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HOLY DOORS PILGRIMAGE FOR TEXAS COURT
Forty-six members of Court St. Ann #369, Victoria, Texas, held a 

Holy Doors Pilgrimage in celebration of the Jubilee Year of Mercy. 

The pilgrims gathered in Our Lady of Victory Cathedral where Rev. 

Kristopher Fuchs gave an explanation of the Holy Doors and the 

indulgences offered. He read the Parable of the Prodigal Son and 

reflected on the mercy of God. Members and their guests traveled 

to Holy Cross Church in Yorktown and prayed the Chaplet of Divine 

Mercy. The third Holy Doors site, Rafael’s Refuge, A Memorial to 

the Innocents, in Flatonia, Texas, is a place of comfort, forgiveness, 

and healing for those who have lost babies to stillbirth, miscarriage 

or abortion. Glass bricks etched with the names of lost infants line 

the walls of the memorial building. Mass was celebrated in the 

chapel there, followed by a picnic lunch for the pilgrims. In the 

photo pilgrims pause on the steps of one of the Holy Door stops.

Members of Campus Court St. Therese of Lisieux with District Deputy 
Peg Jacobson, front left, and Court Organizer Rose Tondra, front right.

NEW CAMPUS COURT INSTITUTED IN IOWA
Court St. Therese of Lisieux #2711, Iowa State University, Ames, 

Iowa, was instituted with 27 charter members during a Mass 

celebrated at St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church. Charter Court 

officers are Regent Rose Robuccio, Vice Regent Morgan McEnany, 

Recording Secretary Becca Hilderbrand, Financial Secretary 

Abbie Budan and Treasurer Marissa Borgerding. Father Charles 

Ahenkorah is the Court’s Spiritual Advisor and Peg Jacobson is 

District Deputy.

VERMONT COURT FLOATS FOR THE 
COMMUNITY
Court St. Veronica #1273, Hardwick, Vermont, entered a float in 

the annual Hardwick Kiwanis Spring Festival Parade. Court St. 

Veronica’s theme was “CDA Serves Our Community.” As seen in 

the photo, the float highlighted local projects their court supports: 

food pantry, schools, giving tree and prayer blanket ministry. 

Members spent hours in a “labor of love” making tissue paper 

flowers, signs and putting the float together. The truck was driven 

by Regent Doris Voyer’s husband, Roland Voyer, Sr. 

TEXAS COURT GOES “OFF TO SEE THE WIZARD”
Every year Court Mother of Unity #2292, Houston, Texas, plans a 

special event for the residents of Independence Village, a place 

for adults with special needs challenges. In the past the court 

has planned bingo, birthday parties, craft making, a fall festival, 

Christmas party and an appearance by the Easter Bunny. This year, 

since several members still had their “Wizard of Oz” costumes 

from the National Convention in Buffalo and the State Convention 

in Austin, the court acted out an annotated version of the story 

about Oz. In the photo, left to right, Eleanor Burleigh, Pat Arp, 

Adele Roby, Rey Aguirre, Carolyn Friend, Kathleen Taylor, Irene 

Flynn, Mary Alice Garrett, Cadin Arp and Madison Shannon.
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SPIRITUAL ENHANCEMENT OPPORTUNITY 
FOR NEW YORK COURT 
As a spiritual enhancement opportunity, Court of the Assumption 

#690, Maybrook, New York, attended a presentation of The Saint 

John’s Bible Heritage Edition. Court members enjoyed learning 

that the heritage edition is a two volume fine art reproduction 

of the original Saint John’s Bible, the first handwritten and 

illuminated Bible produced in more than 500 years. The event 

took place at Mount Saint Mary College in Newburgh. In the 

photo are court members and guests, front row, left to right,  

L. Thew, Regent K. Muir, Recording Secretary D. McElroy, Treasurer 

J. Schimpf, C. Coburn, Vice Regent D. Raessler, L. Stevens,  

M. Marx and Financial Secretary P. Walcott. Back row, left to right, 

A. Vigilante, P. Drivanos, B. Neary, regent, Court Father John P. 

Mooney #1921, Mahopac, K. Chrystal, M. Haible, M. Falgiano,  

L. York and M. Salisbury.

ARIZONA COURT VISITS HOLY DOORS 
Court St. Germaine #2473, Prescott Valley, Arizona, made a 

pilgrimage to the Chapel of the Holy Cross in Sedona to pray 

within the Holy Doors. Court members who made the journey 

are, back row, left to right, Karen Izydorczyk, recording secretary; 

Alma Mellinger, Sonia Saunders, Bea Medina and Rose Martinez. 

Front row, left to right, Mary Graham, Lee Henson, Carolyn Larson, 

treasurer, and Jeri Tweet.

SERVICE AWARDS FOLLOW MAY CROWNING AT 
ILLINOIS COURT
Members of Court West Chicago #432, West Chicago, Illinois, 

received service awards following the court’s annual May 

Crowning. Pictured, left to right, Alice Tinnes, 20 years; Pat 

Scheckel, 20 years; Sylvia Mosier, 50 years; and Diane Gallagher, 

35 years. Dianne Bowie was unable to attend and will be presented 

with a 40-year pin at a later date. 

Retreatants pause from camp activities for a picture.

NORTH CAROLINA STATE HOLDS  
SPRING RETREAT 
Eighty Catholic Daughters attended the North Carolina State Spring 

Retreat hosted by Court Durham #1576, Durham, North Carolina. 

The retreat was held at the Victory Junction Gang Camp, which 

enables chronically ill children (ages 6-16) to experience the joy 

and happiness of a fun camping experience free of cost. Because 

this retreat is part of the North Carolina State Circle of Love Project, 

court members brought handmade teddy bears and over 100 

quilts/afghans/blankets for the young campers. Some courts made 

monetary donations to the camp. The North Carolina State Board 

presented the State Education Contest Winners and the Circle of 

Love Award to JCDA Court St. Bernadette #2629, Fuquay-Varina, 

North Carolina. Retreatants enjoyed prayer, song, speeches, lunch, 

an action skit and an informative tour of the camp. 
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LOUISIANA COURT HELPS WOMEN’S 
COUNSELING CENTER
Court Our Lady Queen of Heaven #1785, Lake Charles, Louisiana, 

held its annual May Diaper Drive to raise money for the Lake 

Charles New Life Counseling Center, which, according to its 

website, provides “accurate information regarding abortion, 

adoption, single parenting and marriage. New Life Counseling 

promotes sexual purity; and provides healing support for post 

abortive women.” In the photo, court members gather with diaper 

packages they collected for donation.

TEXAS COURT DOES “BANNER JOB” TO  
HELP PARISH
Court Queen of the Holy Rosary #2282, La Grange, Texas, used 

monies collected from a recent fundraiser to purchase long 

banners for the current church renovations at the Queen of the 

Holy Rosary Church in Hostyn. Five banners were chosen by Rev. 

Dan Kahlich, pastor, Queen of the Holy Rosary Church and court 

chaplain, to be used during different church seasons, including 

Easter, Pentecost and Ordinary Time. In the photo court members 

stand with Fr. Kahlich under one of the banners donated.

IOWA COURT EMBARKS ON  
CATHEDRAL PILGRIMAGE
Members of Court Dolores #458, Cherokee, Iowa, made a 

pilgrimage to the Cathedral of the Epiphany in Sioux City, Iowa. 

After participating in Reconciliation and Mass they enjoyed a 

tour of the Cathedral presented by Rev. William Vit. In the photo, 

pilgrims can be seen gathered in front of the Cathedral altar with 

Father Vit.

MASSACHUSETTS COURT HOLDS FIRST 
WOMEN’S DAY OF RECOLLECTION
Court Sacred Hearts #864, Bradford, Massachusetts, held its 

first Women’s Day of Recollection at the Parish Hall and Chapel. 

Massachusetts State Spiritual Enhancement Chairman Jean 

Rousseau spoke on the “Year of Mercy” and Sister Gervasi, a 

member of the Sisters of St. Joseph-Boston for over 70 years, 

discussed “The Calling.” Attendees watched the video, “The 

Eggplant Lady,” produced by Holy Cross Family Ministries, followed 

by Reconciliation and Saturday afternoon Mass. In the photo, left 

to right, Jean Rousseau, Sister Gervasi, Sarah Sullivan, chairman, 

and Kay Crowley, committee member.

MINNESOTA COURT SENDS DRESSES TO PERU
When Father Lucho Palamino returned to Peru from his recent 

trip to Minnesota, Court St. Cabrini #1466 Fergus Falls, 

Minnesota, sent a suitcase filled with handmade dresses for 

him to distribute to the young girls in Peru. Father gave them to 

the girls in Cristo Salvador (Christ the Savior) Parish in Coishco, 

Peru, on the day the new court, Court La Virgen de Guadalupe 

#2721, was instituted in the parish. Immediate Past National 

Regent Shirley Seyfried, who is a member of Court St. Cabini, is 

pictured with the girls when they tried on their dresses.
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ONE HUNDRED YEAR MILESTONE FOR SOUTH 
DAKOTA COURT
Members of Court St. Patricia #271, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 

celebrated their important anniversary with a parish Mass at the 

Cathedral of St. Joseph followed by a reception, lunch and program 

in the Cathedral Hall.  In the photo, front, National Director Janet 

Martineau and South Dakota State Regent Barb Weichmann. Back, 

left to right, District Deputy Camille Dunnick, State Treasurer 

Michele Sage, Second Vice State Regent Judy Konechne, Regent 

Paulette Fischer and court officers Mary Althoff, Deborah Burns 

and Chris Fossbinder.

TEXAS COURT CELEBRATES  
15TH ANNIVERSARY
Court Our Mother of Peace and Unity #2487, Livingston, Texas, 

commemorated its 15th anniversary with Mass and flowers for the 

altar. In the front row of the celebrating members is Pastor Rev. 

Tarsisiuis Puling, SVD; Associate Pastor Rev. Joseph Chau Nguyent, 

SVD; Mary Ann Wilson, regent; Rose Marie Perez, vice regent; Jane 

Groendyke, recording secretary; and Rebecca Krengle, treasurer 

(not pictured is Rosa Calvet, financial secretary). 

PUERTO RICO COURT CELEBRATES  
HALF CENTURY
Court San Fernando #1961, Carolina, Puerto Rico, celebrated 

its 50th Anniversary on June 12, 2016, with Mass at Parroquia 

Inmaculada Concepcion in Valle Arriba Heights. The court was 

proud to have one of its founding members among them, and all 

present “felt thankful for God’s blessings during all these years.” 

Front row, left to right, Carol Barta, Terri Beltran, Isabel Garcia, Terri Hefner, 
Kathleen Svatek, Denise Greive, Louise Barcak, Virginia Olsovsky, Carolyn Malik, 
Rebecca Brown and Andrea Alvarado. Middle row, left to right: Libby Ramirez, 
Agnes Sedelmeyer, Merlene Jurek, Rosa Velasquez, Lee Burleson, Arlene Florus, 
Gretchen Zapalac, Loretta Freytag, Laurie Branecky, Jan Lahodny, Gladys Holub, 
Mary Rose Barta and Kathy Bertsch. Back row, left to right: LaVerne Dornak, 
Beverly Ponder, Renee Pavlica, Sharon Vyvjala, Angeline Boehnke, Pam Svatek, 
Jeanette Zouzalik, Janet Stanley, Karen Novak, Ann Bratton and Rev. Eddie Winkler.

TEN CDA YEARS FOR TEXAS COURT
Court Sacred Heart of Mother Teresa #2570, Flatonia, 

Texas, honored its 10th anniversary with a special 

Mass celebrated by Father Eddie Winkler at Sacred 

Heart Catholic Church in Flatonia. New officers were 

installed, including Kathleen Svatek, regent, Terri 

Hefner, vice regent, Isabel Garcia, financial secretary, 

Denise Grieve, recording secretary and Louise Barcak, 

treasurer. The event was attended by visiting CDA 

dignitaries including Rebecca Brown, Texas state 

secretary, Terri Beltran, state treasurer, Libby Ramirez, 

past national and past state regent, Carolyn Malik, 

past state regent and state family chairman, and Mary 

Rose Barta, state respect life chairman. A celebratory 

lunch followed in the parish hall.

NEW YORK COURT CELEBRATES CENTENNIAL
Court Rita #264, Cornwall-on-Hudson, New York, which was 

instituted in 1915, held its 100th Anniversary celebration with 

a special Mass at the St. Thomas of Canterbury Church followed 

by reception at the Mountainville Manor. National Regent Helene 

Shepard was a special guest for the important event, which was 

also attended by court members and officers, state officers and 

Catholic Daughters from neighboring courts. Helene stands at the 

center of the photo, flanked by court officers: Evangeline Hager, 

financial secretary, Kathy Sarubbe, vice regent, Brigid Flynn, regent, 

Carol Hager, treasurer and Karen Monti, recording secretary. 
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Back row, left to right, Diane McGrane, secretary, Sandra Lane, vice 
regent, Maureen Trainor, Massachusetts state regent and district 
deputy, and Pauline Butler, regent. Front row, Margaret Lagenfeld, 
Richard Moody, Operation Troop Support, J. Marie O’Brien and Mrs. 
Moody, Operation Troop Support. Not pictured, Msgr. Frederick 
Murphy, St. Mary’s of the Annunciation, Danvers. 

MASSACHUSETTS COURT CELEBRATES  
95 YEARS
At the 95th Anniversary Celebration of Court Henry A. Sullivan 

#584, Danvers, Massachusetts, awards were presented to 

members of the community for their charitable work and two 

awards were given to Catholic Daughters. Margaret Lagenfeld, 

from JCDA Court St. Theresa of Lisieux, was honored as JCDA 

Member of the Year, and J. Marie O’Brien was chosen Catholic 

Daughter of the Year for Court Henry A. Sullivan.

FIFTY YEAR MARK FOR LOUISIANA COURT
Court St. George #1960, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, celebrated its 

50th Anniversary with members attending Mass followed by 

food and fellowship at a local restaurant. Back row, left to right: 

Laurie Metoyer, Karen Sellers, regent, Laura Blanchard and Sheila 

Lyon; middle row, left to right, Rev. Brad Doyle, Julie Racca, Louise 

Bryson, Cheryl Vermaelen, Marie Carrier, Beverly Schroeder, 

Carolyn Dyer, Celeste Daigle and Carol Edel, treasurer; front row, 

left to right, Margaret Chiasson, Cathy West, recording secretary, 

Elizabeth Griggs, Brenda Fontenot, vice regent and Andrea Leger.

Participants line up for procession into St. Michael’s Church.

NEW YORK COURT CELEBRATES 25 YEARS
Court Our Lady of Charity #2355, Flushing, New York, celebrated 

its 25th anniversary with a Thanksgiving Mass followed by a 

reception at St. Michael’s Church in Flushing. Initially founded to 

provide a way for non-English speaking immigrants from Spanish-

speaking countries to participate in CDA activities, today the court 

continues to provide this opportunity to newer immigrants from 

a variety of countries by conducting meetings and activities in 

“dual language” (Spanish and English). Among those present at 

the celebration were National Regent-Elect Helene Shepherd, New 

York State Regent Mary Zeisig, First Vice State Regent Heather 

Rave, Court Chaplin Rev. John Vesey, Past Court Chaplain Msgr. 

Edward Wetterer, Regent Alicia Mejia, Financial Secretary Maria 

Hernandez, Recording Secretary Maria Nino Rodriguez, and 

Treasurer Altagracia Estevez.

PENNSYLVANIA COURT HONORS 95 YEARS
Court Charleroi #669, Charleroi, Pennsylvania, commemorated 

its 95th anniversary with Mass celebrated by Rev. James Young at 

Mary Mother of the Church in Charleroi. Members then gathered 

for a luncheon where newly-elected officers were installed by 

Father Young and District Deputy Rose Bishup. Pictured from left to 

right are Father Young; Treasurer Theresa Altemara; Rose Bishup; 

Regent Julie Yakich; Financial Secretary Lorraine Harlock; Recording 

Secretary Carol Valkanas; and Vice Regent Esther McManus.

SENIOR AND JUNIOR ARIZONA COURTS 
CELEBRATE SECOND ANNIVERSARY 
Court St. Clare of Assisi #2677 and JCDA Court Santa Chiara #2677, 

Surprise, Arizona, celebrated their second anniversaries with a 

light luncheon and cake. Pictured, front, is Isabelle Hoke. First 

row: Delia Hoke, Donna Tommasone, Teddi Murray, Shelley Barber, 

Bev Keena, Megan Barker, Ursuline Barker, Pat Bryl, Jane Rokoczy, 

Bernadette Avalesco, Alicia Morris and Theresa Korkosz. Back row: 

Ernilda Moses, Madeline Marcoux, Betty Jacobson, Bea Koppinger, 

Judy Vermuelon, April Avalesco, Simonne Barthel, Lorrie Holland, 

Johanna Wituchek, Ersie Randolph, Alice Horneman, Deborah 

Weltz, Cynthia Peters and Kiera Wesley.
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NINETIETH ANNIVERSARY FOR 
MASSACHUSETTS COURT
On Sunday April 3, despite an unexpected snow storm, members 

of Court St. John Eudes #987, Hudson, Massachusetts, celebrated 

their 90th anniversary with Mass followed by lunch in the church 

hall. Chairperson for the celebration was Janet Wisti. It was a 

superb commemoration of the court’s 90 years and inspiring that 

the morning snow ended in the early afternoon replaced by the 

bright rays of the sun. In the photo, left to right, Jean Rousseau, 

district deputy, Catherine Russell, vice regent, Irene Cunha, 

regent, Rev. Ronald Calhoun, pastor, Audrey Davidson, treasurer, 

Patricia Abruzese Johnston, Massachusetts first vice state regent 

and Patricia McShane, state secretary.

TEXAS COURT SAVORS GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY
The fiftieth anniversary celebration of Court Annunciation #1962, 

La Grange, Texas, was held at the Knights of Columbus Community 

Center in La Grange with over 450 persons attending. The Court’s 

JCDA members helped deliver dinner plates to the home bound, 

serve the special anniversary cake, and held their annual raffle 

fundraiser while everyone dined on a delicious meal of roast 

beef with all the trimmings. Among the special guests were 

Past National Regent and Past State Regent Libby Ramirez; Past 

National Director and Past State Regent Duchess Collins; and 

State Ceremonials Chairman Dee Scheetz. The seven living charter 

members were recognized and given gifts of appreciation for their 

many years of leadership, after which fifty and twenty-five year 

membership pins were presented.

NINETY YEARS FOR NEBRASKA COURT
A special anniversary Mass for Court Little Flower #988, Columbus, Nebraska, was held at 

St. Anthony’s Church in Columbus. Rev. Anthony Espinosa was celebrant and court chaplain 

Rev. Mike Keating con-celebrated. Lectors were Past Court Regent Rose M. Braun and Court 

Regent Monica Veik. Eucharistic Ministers were court members Ann Kudron and Alice Staroscik 

Chleboun. In the photo, Nebraska state and court officers, sitting left to right, Nebraska State 

Secretary Betty Fredericks, Second Vice State Regent Barbara Jensen, State Regent Rosemary 

Shald and First Vice State Regent Nancy Brown. Standing, left to right, Past Court and State 

Chaplain Rev. Anthony Espinosa, Financial Secretary Susan Mark, Vice Regent Barb Cave, 

Regent Monica Veik, Recording Secretary Joan Van Dyke and Court Treasurer Mary Ann Schmidt.

95 YEARS OF UNITY AND CHARITY FOR  
NEW JERSEY COURT
New Jersey Second Vice State Regent Theresa Dietrich, State 

Regent Maria Rau and Regent Arlene Hanson joined members of 

Court Fidelis #636, Cateret, New Jersey, to celebrate the court’s 

95th anniversary at Dominick’s Restaurant in Avenel.

PENNSYLVANIA COURT CELEBRATES 95 YEARS
Court Patricia #998, Kittanning, Pennsylvania, honored 95 

years as a Catholic Daughters Court. On the dais at the banquet 

celebration, left to right, Recording Secretary Linda Turco, Vice 

Regent Lina Milligan, Acting District Deputy Mary Jo Oppel, Past 

National Director Lettie Calvetti, Rev. Douglas E. Dorula, Master 

of Ceremonies Mary Kunkle, Regent Mary Ann Galonski, Father 

Raphael, Pennsylvania First Vice State Regent Peggy Rafferty, 

Financial Secretary Silvia Saska and Treasurer Dolores Croyle. 

NINETY YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION FOR NEBRASKA COURT
Court William McDonald #1009, Hastings, Nebraska, hailed its 90th anniversary with Mass celebrated 

by Court Chaplain Rev. Michael Houlihan. Marie Borino gave a presentation about the history of the 

court and Marie Butler shared a newspaper picture and article about the 35 new members who were 

received in 1972. Catholic Daughters honored, left to right, Jean Rynearson (Catholic Daughter of 

the Year), Antoinette Billesbach (55 years), Wanda Kumke (30 years), Delores Michalek (35 years), 

Kay Hoffman (50 years) and Theresa Kulek (30 years). Also honored but not pictured were Cookie 

Hervert, Carol Kiolbasa, Mary Marshall (35 years) and Rose Mary Langdon (45 years).



48  SHARE • FALL 2016

B
O

O
K

C
O

R
N

E
R

Praying with Mother Teresa 
a collection by Susan Conroy 
(A revised printing of Praying in the Presence of Our Lord with Mother Teresa,  
copyright © by Susan Conroy, 2016) 
Reviewed by Peggy Eastman

The recent canonization of Mother Teresa of Calcutta on 

September 4th has focused renewed attention on this 

humble woman’s work among the poorest of the poor 

with nuns of the order she founded, the Missionaries of Charity. 

This book is a collection of prayers and insights drawn from 

the author’s long friendship with Mother Teresa, who died in 

1997; it is a veritable treasure chest that reveals the qualities 

that set Mother Teresa on the path to sainthood. The book, 

originally published in a different form by Our Sunday Visitor, 

Inc., is enriched by photos of Mother Teresa in service to the 

poor, some never before published. 

Susan Conroy’s friendship with Mother Teresa dates back to 

1986, when the author was a student at Dartmouth College. 

Conroy, the seventh of 10 children and a native of Portland, 

Maine, had delved into books about Mother Teresa given to her 

by her mother. Inspired by what she read, Conroy decided to 

travel to India to serve the needy in Mother Teresa’s orphanage 

and her Home for the Dying. 

There she remembers poverty so extreme she had to walk in 

the gutters because there were so many people sleeping and 

living in the streets. After working with children in the order’s 

orphanage – feeding them, giving them medicine and playing 

with them – and bringing dying men to the order’s Home for 

the Dying, Conroy returned to Dartmouth to receive her degree 

in economics. She also spent time in the order’s convent in 

the South Bronx, N.Y. Before her death, Mother Teresa gave 

Susan Conroy permission to write about her experiences with 

the Missionaries of Charity; her first book was Mother Teresa’s 

Lessons of Love & Secrets of Sanctity. 

Since I once met Mother Teresa at the Basilica of the National 

Shrine of the Immaculate Conception when I was editor of 

“Share” magazine, I was especially interested to see what was 

included in this collection. I have never met anyone whose 

humility, rooted in deep faith, was so evident. A small person 

with a soft voice that made you listen carefully, Mother Teresa 

seemed almost frail; one had to believe that her strength to 

serve in the Calcutta slums amidst pollution, filth, starvation, 

crawling cockroaches and disease came from God Himself. 

The book is divided into three parts: Lessons & Prayers from 

Mother Teresa; More Prayers Prayed by Mother Teresa; and 

Dark Night of the Soul. In addition to including prayers from 

spiritual giants such as St. Therese of Lisieux, St. Catherine 

of Siena and St. John of the Cross, Conroy wisely shares with 

readers much in Mother Teresa’s own words, and what the 

saint of Calcutta says about love is especially moving. These 

include: “Each individual person has been created to love 

and to be loved.” “Love proves itself a thousand times a day.” 

“Love cannot remain by itself – it has no meaning. Love has to 

put into action and that action is service…Our work is only the 

expression of the love we have for God.” 

I found the chapter on suffering especially compelling. Susan 

Conroy writes, “Mother Teresa truly believed that ‘suffering is 

a gift of God,’ and the cross is ‘a place of grace.’” She tells how 

a dying man confided in Mother Teresa about how he bore his 

sufferings: “Mother, when I get a headache, I share it with Jesus 

crowned with thorns; when I have pains in my back, I share them 

with Jesus scourged at the pillar; when my hands and feet hurt, I 

share it with Jesus nailed to the cross.” Here are Mother Teresa’s 

own words on suffering from this chapter: “My God, give me 

courage now, this moment, to persevere in dong Your will.” 

“Be like Our Lady who stood near the Cross of Her suffering 

Son, all the while believing that the resurrection would come. 

Jesus has promised to answer the persevering prayer of faith.” 

“Obedience makes us most like Jesus and one with Him. If we 

really obey, it is a constant crucifixion.” 

I was also particularly interested to read the chapter “Trusting 

in God’s Presence,” for it reveals more about the dark night of 

the soul that Mother Teresa endured in her mission to serve the 

poor. Only relatively recently has her psychological anguish 

been brought to light. Conroy describes how this saintly woman 

felt interior darkness, loneliness and abandonment as she 

went about her work. “It was the anguish of feeling alone, the 

anguish of feeling that God had abandoned her,” writes Conroy. 

In her own words Mother Teresa wrote, “In my soul I feel just 

that terrible pain of loss, of God not wanting me, of God not 

being God, of God not really existing…The darkness is so dark 

and the pain is so painful, but I accept whatever He gives and I 

give whatever He takes.” 

Mother Teresa, like many saints, endured this dark night of 

the soul when she failed to feel God’s comforting presence – and 

yet she continued to strive mightily to serve God and to minister 

with love and joy to the most vulnerable of His people. That 

enduring strength, that willingness to serve despite deep inner 

struggles, is undoubtedly what helps to make a saint a saint.  
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