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He is called to lead the faithful, 
comfort the suffering, and administer  
the sacraments as a diocesan priest.

B R I D G E  T O  M I R A C L E S

With the help of Catholic Daughters like you, Bill can 

    dedicate his life to serving the Lord.
Ready to serve.  
Bill Duffert holds a masters degree in philosophy and 
religion and a heartfelt desire to serve our Lord as a 
diocesan priest.

Sadly, thousands of vocations are in jeopardy.
Many devout, educated young people like Bill seek 
vocations to the priesthood and religious life each year.  
Many are highly accomplished professionals; all are 
ready to answer God’s call, but something stands in 
their way.

The problem?  
Religious institutions and seminaries rarely accept 
individuals burdened with outstanding educational 
loans.  This year nearly half of all candidates in the U.S. 
will abandon their vocations for this very reason.

The good news is Bill’s vocation and many others 
can be saved! 
Since 2003 Labouré has helped deliver over 260 worthy 
young people to priestly and religious formation.  Will 
you join us in building a bridge to miracles?

    YES!  I will support educated, qualified young people seeking  
the priesthood or religious life through prayer and donations of:

    $25        $50         $100        $______ (your choice)

Donate at LaboureSociety.org or mail a tax-deductible donation to:
Labouré Society, 1365 Corporate Center Curve, Suite 104, Eagan, MN 55121

Help us deliver 
new Catholic 
vocations by 
making a 
tax-deductible 
donation today!

Donate today at www.LaboureSociety.org!  
(Or use the mail-in form below).
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National Regent’s Message

D
EAR SISTERS IN CATHOLIC 

DAUGHTERS, 

It has been a busy and exciting 

three months since our last SHARE. In 

December, National Regent-Elect, Helene 

Shepard, my husband Dave, and I traveled 

to Nairobi, Kenya where we instituted our 

first “world court” (read about it in the 

article about Kenya later in this issue). After 

celebrating Christmas with family, we went to 

Washington, DC in January to the March for Life. Although 

we experienced one of the largest snowstorms to ever hit 

Washington, it was another amazing Vigil Mass for Life and 

March for Life. It is so encouraging to see all the young 

people taking a stand for life. 

Now we are busy with preparations for the National 

Convention in Pittsburgh. We hope that many of you are 

also preparing to attend the convention where you will be 

renewed in spirit and faith, and get a chance to learn more 

about CDA as well as renew friendships and make new ones 

in Catholic Daughters. All of our convention materials can 

be found on the CDA website www.catholicdaughters.org. 

Please take the time to review it if you are planning to come 

to the convention. 

To those of you who are completing your terms as 

local court officers, thank you so much for your service. 

To those who are going to be installed as officers in June, 

congratulations and thank you for saying yes. May your 

years as an officer in Catholic Daughters be both rewarding 

and fulfilling and may God bless you in your work. 

Thank you also to all of you who sent condolences, 

prayers, and Masses for my sister, Judy, who lost her 

battle with cancer on November 2nd. Our family greatly 

appreciates your many expressions of sympathy. 

The theme of this issue of Share is Mercy: Meeting 

God in Others. How do we as Catholic Daughters live 

out the admonition “Be Merciful, as our Heavenly Father 

is Merciful”? Luke 6:36. We do it by living our theme 

“Whatever you do for the least of my brethren, you do 

for me.” Matthew 25:40. One of the ways 

we can show mercy is to live the Corporal 

Works of Mercy: Feed the Hungry, Clothe 

the Naked, Give drink to the Thirsty, Shelter 

the Homeless, Visit the Sick, Visit the 

Imprisoned, and Bury the Dead. Many of our 

Catholic Daughters projects involve these 

works of mercy. We work in soup kitchens, 

build habitat houses, visit nursing homes 

and hospitals, say rosaries and have prayer 

services as well as serve as honor guard for our deceased 

sisters and brothers; all of these are examples of our works 

of Mercy. At our convention two years ago I challenged 

each of your courts to start a new project. In this year 

of mercy, start a new project that is one of the Corporal 

Works of Mercy. Many of you have heard me recite the 

Helen Steiner Rice poem “Brighten the Corner Where You 

Are.” I use that poem as an example that we do not have 

to be in some big place in order to do a work of mercy, 

but rather in our hometown, our neighborhood, or our 

parish, we can do many good works of mercy. Do you have 

a neighbor who is ill or who has lost a member of his/her 

family, or just someone who needs cheering up? We can 

become so busy in our own little world that we can easily 

forget about helping those in need. As we help others, we 

often are helping ourselves, for seldom do we come away 

from helping others, without receiving kindness in return. 

If we do just one work of mercy every day, think how much 

better this world we live in would be! 

You will be receiving this issue of Share immediately 

after Easter. My prayer for all of you is that the Risen Christ 

will show His loving Mercy on you as you carry out your 

works of mercy in Catholic Daughters. Thank you for all 

you do and may God always bless you. 

Peace and Love, 

Shirley Seyfried 

National Regent

MISSION STATEMENT
Catholic Daughters of the Americas strives to embrace the principle of faith working through love in the 

promotion of justice, equality, and the advancement of human rights and human dignity for all.

Shirley Seyfried,
National Regent
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National Chaplain’s Message

M
Y DEAR SISTERS IN CHRIST 

JESUS, 

As a priest, I feel a bit uncomfortable 

when I read the parable of the Good Samaritan 

in Luke 10:24-35. The unfortunate man who 

had been robbed and beaten sits by the side 

of the road in great need of assistance. The 

first two people on the scene are a priest and 

a Levite; both are servants of God, yet neither 

one reaches out to the man in need. I cringe 

when I read this. Why didn’t they help him? Were they too 

busy? Were they afraid of becoming unclean by touching 

his bloody wounds? Those most obviously expected to help 

do nothing, while the least likely of heroes, the Samaritan, 

shows compassion to the one in need. This was not a proud 

moment for professional clerics. 

We who represent Christ to the world are held to a higher 

standard. We are called and expected to be living witnesses 

of Jesus Christ and make present His love, especially to 

those most in need. As Catholic Daughters you are as visible 

to the world as were the priest and the Levite. When you 

put on your CDA sash or pin, you put on a sign that says: “I 

am here to love you as Jesus loves you.” What example do 

you give to those who are looking for Jesus? Will they see 

the face of Christ on your face? Will you see and love Christ 

in them as you lend them your aid? 

We are busy about the Lord’s business. Naturally, this 

demands that some amount of our attention be dedicated 

to accomplishing our current task or planning the next. 

But as representatives of Jesus Christ, part of our attention 

must always be given to the task of seeking out the lost 

sheep of God’s flock. As we travel between our scheduled 

appointments, we may be interrupted by a special 

appointment arranged by God. We do not want to be so 

caught up in our plans that we miss out on God’s invitation 

to love. 

The good Samaritan was open to the invitation of God 

in the present moment. Much like the priest and the Levite 

he was simply traveling along the road and attending 

to his business. But, unlike the priest and the Levite, the 

Samaritan was willing to postpone or abandon his own 

needs out of compassion for the needs of another. He was 

ready to love freely as God loves; this, my dear sisters, is the 

attitude of mercy. 

Mercy is our readiness to love another person simply 

because God loves them. It is a desire to give our best to 

the other person not for any merit of theirs, 

and often in spite of their actions toward us. 

The person in need may not respond with 

gratitude. They may be so wounded by past 

events that your charity may seem threatening 

or humiliating. Mercy does not hold grudges, 

nor does it recoil from an unpleasant recipient. 

Mercy recognizes the dignity of a person made 

in the image of God and loves the person for 

love of God. Mercy looks for the face of Jesus 

in every human face, and mercy seeks to serve Christ even in 

His most unpleasant of disguises. 

We will be better prepared to recognize Christ in others 

if we first get to know Him whom we seek. Meditation on 

the Word of God helps us to come to know Jesus in history. 

Regular celebration of Holy Mass and reception of Holy 

Communion allows us to know Him intimately in our daily 

life. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament allows us to draw 

out this Eucharistic encounter with Jesus and spend quality 

time with our beloved Savior. Receiving God’s mercy in the 

Body and Blood of Christ gives us the strength to share that 

mercy with others. Blessed Teresa of Calcutta expressed 

this well to her sisters: 

“Like Mary, let us be full of zeal to go in haste to give Jesus 

to others. She was full of grace when, at the annunciation, 

she received Jesus. Like her, we too become full of grace 

every time we receive Holy Communion. It is the same 

Jesus whom she received and whom we receive at Mass. As 

soon as she received Him she went with haste to give Him 

to John. For us also, as soon as we receive Jesus in Holy 

Communion, let us go in haste to give Him to our sisters, 

to our poor, to the sick, to the dying, to the lepers, to the 

unwanted, and the unloved. By this we make Jesus present 

in the world today.” 

So, my dear Catholic Daughters, remember the great 

honor we bear as representatives of Jesus Christ to show 

His mercy to all whom we meet. Let us be open to God’s 

invitation to love in every moment and take the unexpected 

opportunity to share God’s mercy with those in need. May 

we be ready at every moment to love freely as we have been 

so fully loved by God. 

Peace in Christ, 

Father Matthew Kuhn 

National Chaplain

Father Matthew Kuhn,
National Chaplain
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✦ OCEAN OF MERCY

Filmed on location in over 20 cities 
across Poland and the United 

States, this powerful fi lm examines 
the phenomenal lives and spiritual 
legacy of St. Maximilian Kolbe, St. 
Faustina Kowalksa, and St. John Paul 
II, modern day “Apostles of Mercy”. 
Using  never-before-seen fi lm foot-
age, rare photographs, and extensive 
interviews with friends, biographers, 
and family members, this fi lm docu-
ments their heroic struggle to herald 
the message of Divine Mercy to all 
mankind.  
 OM2-M . . . 75 min, $19.95

✦ FAUSTINA
The Apostle of Divine Mercy 
Based on St. Faustina’s own writ-
ings from her “Diary”, this acclaimed 
award-winning movie is a beautiful 
representation of her mystical life 
and visions of Jesus. Actress Dorota 
Segda received great critical praise by 
fi lm critics for her stunning portrayal 
of Faustina. In Polish with English 
and Spanish subtitles. Includes many 
special features. 
 FAU2-M . . . 75 min., $19.95

GREAT BOOKS & FILMS FOR THE

“Year of Mercy”

✦ 7 SECRETS OF DIVINE MERCY - Vinny Flynn

Best-selling author Flynn continues his acclaimed “7 Secrets”
series on a subject going back to his roots. In this compel-

ling book, he shows how Divine Mercy is not just another 
worthy “private devotion”; rather, it is the key devotion, the 
umbrella devotion over everything else. He draws from Scrip-
ture, Church teachings, and the Diary of St. Faustina to reveal 
the heart of Divine Mercy, off ering an invitation for mercy to 
transform your life!

“Flynn provides a spiritual road-map that leads to the very 
heart of God’s mercy. It will profoundly enrich your life!” 

—Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers, Author, 
Behold the Man: A Catholic Vision of Male Spirituality

“In a clear and concise manner, Flynn takes you step by 
step through the powerful Divine Mercy devotion.”

—Cardinal Donald Wuerl, Archbishop of Washington
SSDM-P . . .  Sewn Softcover, $14.95

✦ WE HAVE FOUND MERCY - Cardinal Christoph Schönborn 

The message of Divine Mercy from St. Faustina is a start-
ing point and a recurring theme for Cardinal Schönborn’s 

discussion of God’s merciful love. He explores the presence 
of God’s great mercy in the Scriptures, Tradition, the life of 
Christ, and the sacraments of the Church, while raising im-
portant questions, such as, “What is the relationship between 
mercy and justice?” WFM-P . . . Sewn Softcover, $14.95

✦ TRUST – In Saint Faustina’s Footsteps
Grzegorz Gorny

The amazing story of St.Faustina — the greatest Christian 
mystic of the 20th century — and her powerful devotion 

to Divine Mercy. This stunning, lavishly illustrated book, with 
rare photos from her life and the places where Jesus appeared, 
tells a love story about God’s immense love for his people, the 
response to this love by the humble Polish nun, the “Apostle of 
Divine Mercy”, and how we can imitate her fervent response 
to Christ. A glorious, large-size work of art and inspiration.

“This book is a Divine Mercy gem!” 
—Fr. Donald Calloway, MIC, Author, Mary of Nazareth

TSFF-H . . .  Illustrated, 8.5 x 11 Hardcover, 300 pages, $31.95

✦ WHAT TO DO WHEN JESUS IS HUNGRY
A Practical Guide to the Works of Mercy 
Fr. Andrew Apostoli, C.F.R. 

“I have asked the Church in this Jubilee Year of Mercy to 
rediscover the richness encompassed by the spiritual 

and corporal works of mercy,” said Pope Francis in his letter 
announcing the Jubilee Year. Drawing from his many years of 
serving the poor and suff ering, the beloved Franciscan priest 
provides the perfect guide to the Works of Mercy in this practi-
cal, down-to-earth yet inspiring book. 

WDJ-P . . . Sewn Softcover, $14.95

www.ignatius.com

GREAT BOOKS & FILMS FOR THE

“Year of Mercy”

OCEAN OF MERCY
ilmed on location in over 20 cities 

DVD FAUSTINA
The Apostle of Divine Mercy 

DVD
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The plans are completed. The agenda for the convention 
is set. Workshops on Leadership, Membership, Circle 
of Love and Local Courts, Family and Legislation are 

scheduled. Food has been ordered, and it sounds delicious. 
Convention Masses are planned that are inspiring and 
beautiful. What a joy and privilege to have Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament available each morning! 

Our hosts, the Pennsylvania State Officers with their 
outstanding State Regent Peggy Guckin, have a royal 
welcome waiting for all attending the convention with 
planned tours and a taste of Pennsylvania ready for Fun 
Night. The only item missing is YOU! 

A biennial National Convention is needed to gather 
together as Sisters in Christ to renew friendships, 
exchange ideas on improving our local courts, learn from 
the workshop presenters, meet new women who are filled 

with love for Jesus, and recharge our minds and hearts to 
support this wonderful organization of Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas! A bonus we receive at convention is hearing 
speakers who open our souls to be more alive in our faith 
and ready to return to our local courts with enthusiasm and 
new ideas. 

Come to the Wyndham Grand Pittsburgh Downtown in 
beautiful Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, July 18-24, 2016. Let the 
Pennsylvania State Officers welcome you with joy. Enjoy a 
location that is perfect. The view from every window of the 
convention center is a sight to behold-both during the day 
and at night. 

Come grow in your faith as you journey and learn even 
more about the Catholic Daughters. 

Come and let the National Board greet you with love  
and gladness!    

SAVE THE DATE • SAVE THE DATE • SAVE THE DATE • SAVE THE DATE • SAVE THE DATE • SAVE THE DA

National Regent Shirley Seyfried sits beside Mr. Rogers’ bronze statue in Pittsburgh.

Convention 2016 
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA



Tentative Convention Agenda
Subject to change
Chapel will be open 
Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 11:00 pm

Saturday, July 16, 2016
11:30 am                        Eucharistic Liturgy

Sunday, July 17, 2016
Optional Tours
11:30 am                        Eucharistic Liturgy
5:00 pm – 8:00 pm        Registration
                                       Optional Tours, See Tour Information

in Share, Winter 2015-2016 Issue

Monday, July 18, 2016 
Optional Tours
9:00 am – 11:30 am      Registration
10:00 am– 12 Noon      Sale of Articles and Raffle Room
11:35 am                        Eucharistic Liturgy
1:00 pm – 5:00 pm        Registration
1:30 pm – 5:00 pm        Sale of Articles and Raffle Room
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm        Registration 
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm        Sale of Articles and Raffle Room

Tuesday, July 19, 2016 
9:00 am – 11:30 am      Registration
9:00 am – 1PM               Sale of Articles and Raffle Room
11:00 am – 1:00 pm      Lunch, Cash Concessions 
11:35 am                        Eucharistic Liturgy
1:00 pm – 2:30 pm        Workshops 
                                       #1 Local Court and Circle of Love
                                       #2 Leadership
                                       #3 Membership
                                       #4 Family
                                       #5 Legislation
3:00 pm – 4:30 pm        Workshops repeated 

(Same locations as listed above)
2:30 pm – 6:00 pm        Sale of Articles and Raffle Room
5:00 pm – 6:30 pm        Committee Meetings
                                       Elections/Monitors/Ushers
                                       Timekeepers/Standing Rules
                                       Credentials/Approve the Minutes 
1:00 pm – 6:00 pm        Registration
7:30 pm                          Concert Michael O’Brien

Wednesday, July 20, 2016
7:30 am – 8:30 am        Holy Hour
                                       Breakfast, Cash Concessions
8:00 am – 8:30 am        Registration
9:00 am                         Eucharistic Liturgy: Opening Mass
10:15 am                        Seating of Delegates
10:30 am                        Official Opening of the 

56th Biennial National Convention
                                       Shirley Seyfried, 

National Regent, Presiding
12:30 pm– 2:00 pm       Lunch Break
11:30 pm – 4:00pm       Sale of Articles and Raffle Room
12:15 pm – 2:00 pm      Lunch, Cash Concessions

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm      Luncheon Workshops
1:00 pm – 5:00 pm        Registration
2:00 pm – 4:30 pm        Business Session II
4:30 pm – 6:30 pm        Meet the Candidates, Cash Bar
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm        Sale of Articles and Raffle Room
7:30 pm                          Past National Directors Dinner

Thursday, July 21, 2016
6:00 am – 7:00 am        CDA Walk/Run for Love
7:30 am – 8:30 am        Holy Hour
7:00 am -- 9:00 am        Breakfast, Cash Concessions
8:00 am – 8:30 am        Registration
9:00 am                         Voting  (Delegates only)
9:30 am                         Business Session III
8:30 am – 10:45 am      Sale of Articles and Raffle Room
11:00 am                        Eucharistic Liturgy: Memorial Mass
12:00 noon – 3:00 pm   Sale of Articles and Raffle Room
12:15 pm – 2:00 pm      Lunch, Cash Concessions  
12:15 pm – 1:45 pm      Chaplains’ Luncheon
12:30 pm – 1:30 pm      Parliamentary Chat and Luncheon

Workshops
1:00 pm – 5:00 pm        Registration
2:00 pm – 6:00 pm        Business Session IV
6:00 pm – 7:00 pm        Sale of Articles and Raffle Room 
7:30 pm                          Free Evening/State Night Dinners 

Friday, July 22, 2016
6:00 am– 9:00 am         Breakfast, Cash Concessions  
7:30 am – 8:30 am        Holy Hour
8:00 am   – 8:30 am      Registration
8:30 am– 10:45 am       Sale of Articles and Raffle Room
9:00 am                         Business Session V 
11:00 am                        Eucharistic Liturgy: 

For God and Country
12:00 noon –3:00 pm    Sale of Articles and Raffle Room
12:15 pm – 1:45 pm      Lunch, Cash Concessions
12:15 pm – 1:45 pm      State Regents’ Luncheon
12:30 pm – 1:30 pm      Parliamentary Chat  and Luncheon

Workshops
2:00 pm – 6:00 pm        Business Session VI
5:00 pm – 6:30 pm        Sale of Articles and Raffle Room 
7:00 pm                          Pennsylvania Night

Saturday, July 23, 2016
6:30 am – 8:00 am        Breakfast, Cash Concessions
7:30 am – 8:00 am        Registration
8:00 am – 10:30 am      Business Session VII
11:00 am – 12:30 pm    Lunch, Cash Concessions
11:30 am – 12:45 pm    Buses leave for Church (TBA)
1:30 pm                          Eucharistic Liturgy: Mass of Installation
5:00 pm                          No Host Social with Cash Bar
5:00 pm                          Invitation Cocktail Social
6:00 pm                          Seating of Guests
6:30 pm                          Appreciation Banquet 
After Banquet               Eucharistic Liturgy

Sunday, July 24, 2014
9:00 am                          Eucharistic Liturgy

TE • SAVE THE DATE • SAVE THE DATE • SAVE THE DATE • SAVE THE DATE • SAVE THE DATE • SAVE THE

56th BIENNIAL NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS
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The City Mission in Washington Pennsylvania, which 
provides hot meals, warm showers, a safe bed and a 
smile to the homeless, suffered severe fire damage 

to their main building on June 9, 2015. Up until that time, 
the Mission housed sixty-five men and provided three hot 
meals each day to approximately 100-120 homeless men, 
women and children. 

In addition to a monetary donation, we contacted the 
Mission to determine how we could help with the meals 
that were desperately needed since their kitchen facilities 
were destroyed in the fire. We offered to provide lunch the 
day after our July meeting and asked that the members 
bring one dozen sandwich buns and one dozen cookies 
to the meeting. They responded with approximately forty 
dozen buns and fifty dozen cookies! Several members also 
donated cash that covered most of the cost of the meats, 
cheeses, lettuce and tomatoes, mayonnaise and mustard. 
In addition, we enlisted the families of the children who 
attended Vacation Bible School the previous week to 
donate single serving items such as fruit cups, pudding 
cups, chips, sandwich crackers and cereal bars – and they 
responded with approximately 500 single serving items! 

Since prepared meals were the Mission’s top need 
(in addition to monetary donations) as they continue 
operations, our members voted at the August meeting to 
continue providing one meal a month until they are able 
to resume normal operations. (Work recently began to 
renovate the Mission with sleeping quarters being the 
first priority of three phases.) Each month, generally the 
first Wednesday of the month and the day after our Court 
meeting, six to eight members meet in the Church Hall to 
prepare either lunch or dinner, We then deliver the meals to 
the Masonic Lodge where the Mission is currently serving 

meals to the women, children and walk-ins. The Mission 
delivers the meals to the men in their temporary living 
quarters several blocks away. 

A healthy, nutritious menu is planned by one of our 
members and the Mission staff person in charge of meals. 
Past meals consisted of Pork and Sauerkraut, Turkey 
Casserole, Baked Pasta with Meat, Chili and Corn Muffins, 
Vegetable Soup and Pepperoni Rolls, and Sandwich 
Platters. Veggies (fresh or cooked), potato / noodles (if 
appropriate) and dessert are also included. 

Our members have been very generous in donating the 
various food items and occasionally preparing some of the 
food ahead of time at home. Those who are unable to help 
have responded with monetary donations so that we have 
funds available to purchase what is not donated. We’ve 
also received donations from the Christian Mothers of our 
parish and several individuals. One school mom recently 
asked how she could get her children involved ! 

We are one of two groups (the other is a local pizza 
shop) who have continued to provide monthly meals to the 
Mission and live our motto of “Unity and Charity” as well as 
your theme “Whatever you do for the least of my brethren, 
you do for me.”   

New Project: City Mission 
By Laraine McGinnis  |  Regent, Court Washington #1651, Washington, Pennsylvania 



Granddaughter, You’re a Blessing
Personalized Heirloom Music Box

 Plays the melody 

“Always in My Heart”

FREE 
Personalization!

www.bradfordexchange.com/blessingbox
©2015 BGE         Printed in U.S.A.         

01-21654-001-BDUP

Shown smaller than actual size

of about 6" x 4" 

Includes a poem card

Heirloom Quality ... Limited Availability!
���Each colorful bead in the 

elegant border represents 
a special blessing in your 
granddaughter’s life...for 
her to count, every day

���Fine heirloom-quality 
music box is hand-crafted 
and finished in rich 
mahogany for lifelong beauty

�� Decorative silver key and ball feet

�� Personalized with her name in the heartfelt sentiment

Personalized Gift ... Exceptional Value!
Act now to acquire your exclusive Heirloom Music Box, 
personalized with your granddaughter’s name for just 
$59.99*, payable in three installments of $19.99. Our 
365-day money-back guarantee assures your 100% 
satisfaction. Send no money now. Just return the attached 
coupon and indicate the name for personalization.

Music box an endearing 4¾" L x 3½" H.

*Plus a total of $9.99 shipping and service per box. Limited-edition presen-
tation restricted to 295 crafting days. Please allow 4-8 weeks for shipment.  
Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance. 

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                              Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                            State            Zip

Email (optional)

   01-21654-001-E50381

YES. Please accept my order for the “My Granddaughter, 
You’re a Blessing” Personalized Music Box(es).  I need send 
no money now. I will be billed with shipment. More than one 
granddaughter?  Please fi ll in the name for each box ordered 

(up to 10 letters).   

P.O. Box 806, Morton Grove, IL 60053-0806

 PLEASE RESPOND PROMPTLY                 SEND NO MONEY NOW

One Box: __________________________________________ 

Two Boxes  ________________________________________

Three Boxes: _______________________________________ 

Four Boxes: ________________________________________
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In this Jubilee Year of Mercy, St. Theresa Court #1955 
wanted to enhance our spiritual lives by completing a 
project that truly lived out a Corporal Work of Mercy, 

Bury the Dead and a Spiritual Work of Mercy, Pray for the 
Living and the Dead. This project, new to our Court, involved 
work in the first Catholic graveyard in Ascension Parish. 
The graveyard, known as Cornerview Cemetery, was once 
part of the Sacre’ Coeur Catholic Church, the predecessor 
of our St. Theresa Church Parish. The project involved our 
membership and their families, and is an ongoing and year-
round project. 

The Church’s Works of Mercy, as well as the tenets of 
our faith, teach us to care for the dead, and to pray for 
their souls. The Cornerview Cemetery is in various states 
of disrepair, with many of the graves more than 100 
years old. Our project began with a general cleaning and 
debris removal. CDA members, along with their families, 
participated in this task of love. Unattended graves were 
washed and bleached to brighten their appearance and 
to reveal the names of the deceased, many more than 100 
years old. Other graves were Potters Graves, graves for 
which the family had no funds to bury them at the time of 
death. Some of these graves were covered with mold and 
mildew, making the identity of the deceased unreadable on 
the tombstone. Even today, this is the only local cemetery, 
which will bury these souls. It touched our hearts to know 
that they died so lonely, and our prayers for the repose of 
their souls flowed freely. 

As we cleared away the debris, and bleached away the 
mold and the mildew on each grave, we prayed fervently 
for each soul in Purgatory, and offered our hard work, ant 
bites, and scrapes for the repose of the souls buried within. 

Obviously this work, so precious to our own souls, was 
very difficult physically. Although the work was hard, the 
challenges were met with a prayerful willingness and an 
awesome energy by the strong will of our CDA Court. 

To share our faith, love, and prayers with each deceased 
person was so beautiful, and we felt a true sense of spiritual 
connection between our loved ones gone before us and 
those of us still on Earth. We recognized the unbroken bond 
that all Catholics, both living and dead, have in Christ. As 
we washed each grave, our souls also saw a connection to 
Christ’s washing of His Apostle’s feet. How fitting that we 
were serving the deceased, the lowly and the forgotten, just 
as He, on Holy Thursday, washed His Apostle’s feet in service. 

As we worked in this endeavor, the Holy Spirit guided 
us to realize that just cleaning the graves and praying for 
each was not enough. We wanted more! Our Court decided 
to expand this project and place flowers on the graves to 
show our respect and care for the dead. We contacted a 
local lumber yard who donated PVC pipes, which we cut 
and installed as vases to hold the flowers. Court members 
donated a variety of flowers, which we placed at the 
cemetery on the Saturday before Christmas. During this 
Lenten Season, we will collect and add spring flowers in 
preparation of Easter. 

This project, an act of service and prayer for the 
deceased, will continue to touch our souls, reminding 
each of us of our ultimate death and resurrection with 
Christ. Our goal with this project is to continue to care for 
these graves and place new flowers throughout the year. 
As we do this we will continue to pray, “May the Souls of 
the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in 
peace. Amen”   

New Project: Cemetery Project 
By Pam Melancon  |  Regent, Court St Theresa of Avila, #1955, Gonzales, Louisiana



                                                                                                                   (            )                                                       
Name (please print clearly)                      Telephone

                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Address                                                  Apt. No.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
City                                                                                                                 State                              Zip

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
E-Mail Address

*Plus a total of $14.99 shipping and service charges. Please allow 2 to 4 weeks for shipment after 
initial payment is received.  All orders are subject to acceptance.   

PLEASE RESPOND PROMPTLY 

9200 North Maryland Ave. Niles, Illinois 60714-1397

❒YES! Please reserve my Little Peanut So Truly Real® baby doll 

as described in this announcement.

Such an amazing level of realism

in this So Truly Real® baby doll!

eanut

Soft RealTouch® vinyl

Weighted to feel incredibly real
in your arms!

Little Peanut is so 

full of lifelike detail...

including those chubby 

little arms and legs!

03-02004-001-D27501

So tiny and beautiful, she’s your perfect, little miracle. You can’t help 

touching those wrinkled fi ngers...nuzzling that little peanut nose...and 

squeezing those adorably pudgy arms and legs! No wonder you gave her 

that adorable nickname! 

 Introducing Little Peanut, our newest So Truly Real® baby by doll 

artist Tasha Edenholm. From her supple RealTouch® skin and shy 

blue eyes to her delicate eyelashes and darling pink ensemble, she’s 

irresistible. And when you feel her little weighted body in your arms, it’s 

easy to fall in love over and over again!

So much like a real baby—available for a limited time!
Tasha Edenholm’s artist-original dolls sell for thousands, but Little 

Peanut can be yours for only $129.99*, payable in fi ve installments of 

$25.99, backed by our 365-day, unconditional guarantee. But she’s only 

available for a limited time, so order now!

The moment you hold her, you’ll fall in love!

©2016 ADG, 9200 N. Maryland Ave., Niles, IL 60714-1397                                             03-02004-001-BIR3

www.ashtondrake.com/peanut

Adding to her realism, Little Peanut is 

approx. 17" long, weighted and poseable. 

This doll is not a toy, but a fi ne collectible.
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As you know, Pope Francis declared a Holy Year of 
Mercy beginning on the feast of the Solemnity of 
the Immaculate Conception, December 8, 2015, and 

ending on Sunday, November 20, 2016, which is the feast 
of the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Mercy is such an 
intriguing subject that I am sure we could study aspects of 
mercy every day for the entire year and still not exhaust the 
topic. So, where do we begin as women and as members of 
Catholic Daughters? An important idea comes to mind: we 
need to accept God’s mercy for ourselves so that we can 
offer that mercy to others. 

Women are so hard on themselves. We believe in God’s 
mercy for others, but we have a hard time believing in that 
mercy for ourselves. We focus on our imperfections and sins 
and on where we have fallen short. We run ourselves ragged 
trying to be everything to everyone, and we feel guilty about 
not doing enough. During our time with the Lord, whether we 
are praying at home or in church during Mass and Eucharistic 
Adoration, we need to relax and breathe in God’s healing 
mercy. It helps to be silent and focus our minds on God 
and just absorb and accept His love and peace. It also is 
important to study and maybe even memorize His messages 
to us such as, “I have loved you with an everlasting love.” (Jer. 
31:3) We need to hear the words of the psalmist, “The Lord 
is good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his works.” 
(Psalm 145:8) Focusing on God’s word, helps us to ignore the 
critical self-talk we often give ourselves. Additionally, it helps 
to remember that we are called to follow not to lead, so we 
should strive to do what we called to do rather than trying 
to do everything. Whatever He calls us to, He will equip us 
to do. 

In our quest to accept God’s mercy, we also need try to 
treat ourselves with mercy. We should make sure that we 
are getting enough sleep, eating healthful meals, receiving 

the Eucharist often to make sure our souls are nourished, 
and then, we need to practice “the attitude of gratitude.” It 
is much easier to share God’s mercy with others when we 
recognize and thank God for the mercy we have received. 
When we recognize that we are forgiven and when we 
accept God’s mercy for ourselves, we can extend that mercy 
to our family, to our court, and beyond! 

As Catholic Daughters, there are so many ways in 
which we can share God’s mercy. First and foremost, we 
must be merciful in the way we work with each other. Are 
we listening to others respectfully? Are we sharing our 
opinions gently? Knowing our talents and our abilities, 
are we enthusiastically offering to take part or even take 
the lead when we can? Are we supporting our sisters in 
Christ—especially during illness or sorrow? If we are, our 
next goal is to share God’s mercy beyond the court. 

When considering the court’s participation in the Year of 
Mercy, why not consider a special Mercy Project? The Corporal 
works of Mercy offer a rich variety of ways in which we can 
be merciful to others, but don’t forget the Spiritual Works. 
Share your faith and what God is doing in your life with others; 
help them pray through their doubts and fears. Comfort the 
sorrowful. Maybe your court can sponsor a bereavement 
ministry—not necessarily formal counseling unless someone 
in the court has those credentials, but more like following 
up with those who have lost a loved one. Bringing lunch to 
someone’s home or taking someone to lunch on a regular 
basis for a while can help a person remember that he/she 
is not alone. Finally, don’t forget the power of intercessory 
prayer. Put a petition box in the back of the church, or offer 
yourselves as prayer partners for the people of the parish. 
By leaning on the Lord for inspiration and guidance, we can 
be women who know mercy and who show mercy because 
Catholic Daughters Can Do Anything!!  

By Olga Samaniego  |  First Vice National Regent, Spiritual Enhancement Chairman

“Be merciful, 
EVEN AS YOUR FATHER IS MERCIFUL.” (LK 6:36)



Ways to Support our 
National Headquarters2

A Window ofOpportunity
A new way to support the 1903  Society

C
ofD A

® Perpetual
Membership

Memorialize a needed window at

the National Office for only $1,000
• Windows will be energy efficient thus saving money

• Window will keep with the décor of the historic
neighborhood

• Receive a Certificate and an inscription on a Plaque
of Honor at the National Office.

Send Window checks made payable to: 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas with 
Window of Opportunity in the memo to: 
CDA, 10 West 71st St., New York, NY 10023

Support the upkeep of the 

Grand Old Lady for only $1,903
• Become a Perpetual Member of the 1903Society
• Make a Pledge of $1903

• Receive a plaque and an inscription on the Wall of
Honor at the National Office. 

• Receive a 1903Society Pin and Membership Card

Send Pledge checks made payable to: 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas with 
1903 Pledge in the memo to: 
CDA, 10 West 71st St., New York, NY 10023

Name ___________________________________________________________________________ email _______________________________________

Address __________________________________________________ City ___________________________ State ___________ Zip ______________

Court __________________________________________________________________________________________ Number ___________________

Inscription (Max. 3 lines 25 characters each, includes spaces) __________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Complete this form and mail with your check, made payable to 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas to the appropriate address listed above.

• Commemorate your Court Anniversary •

• Donate in memory of a deceased member •

• The perfect Christmas gift •

q 1903 Pledge
q Window of Opportunity 
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In 1956 when Archbishop Fulton Sheen spoke at the 
National Catholic Daughters Convention, he said, 
“You are Catholic Daughters of America, I would like 

to see you become Catholic Daughters of the World.” 
Father Matthew, our current National Chaplain reminded 
us of those words when he became National Chaplain 
and challenged us to truly become Catholic Daughters 
of the World by instituting a court somewhere other than 
the Americas. When Father Peter Wambulwa of Nairobi, 
Kenya, saw me on EWTN discussing Catholic Daughters, 

he spoke to the women of his parish about the possibility 
of instituting a Catholic Daughters court in their parish. He 
then called me and asked me to come to Kenya to institute 
a court there. It took several months for us to find a time 
when we could go to Kenya, but we were finally set to go 
on December 2, 2015, with plans to institute the court on 
December 8th, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. 

We departed from Fargo, North Dakota on December 
2nd, met Helene Shepard in Minneapolis, MN, flew to 
Amsterdam and then on to Nairobi, Kenya where Father 

A Beautiful Country with Our First “World” Catholic Daughters Court 

By Shirley Seyfried  |  National Regent

Father’s beautifully hand cultivated shamba (garden).

Kenya—



Peter was excitedly waiting for us at the airport. Father 
and one of his seminarians drove us to the Sons of Divine 
Providence Seminary in Nairobi where we stayed the six 
days that we were in Kenya. Father Peter is the first native 
Kenyan who is a Sons of Divine Providence order priest. 
Eleven seminarians also live at the seminary. Father and 
the students at the seminary graciously provided us with 
mosquito netted rooms and meals. As we traveled, we 
skillfully negotiated our way through crowded, cobbled 
streets populated with cows, donkeys, and street vendors. 

During our stay, Father drove us around to see much of 
Kenya. We visited one of two wonderful schools for students 
with disabilities run by the Sons of Divine Providence. The 
school had only been open for six months. It is a day school 
to which the children are bused in the morning and then 
home in the evenings. Father stated that the idea is to have 
the parents continue to be responsible for the children yet, 
give them a chance to get some education. The day we 
visited, the children were learning to eat independently. 

We also saw the large “Shamba” (garden) next to the 
school, all cultivated by hand, in which vegetables are grown 
to support the school. Because the weather is so nice all 
year-round, the garden can be planted and raise a full crop 
of vegetables three or four times a year. Consequently, large 
amounts of vegetables are grown which provide food for 
the school plus funds to help run the school from the sale 
of vegetables. Vegetables are the staple in the diets of the 

Kenyan people because meat is expensive and not affordable 
for many people. Father also sees to it that people who cannot 
afford to purchase vegetables receive them at no cost. 

We saw much of the countryside, including the beautiful 
Rift Valley. Along the roadside there were many vegetable 
stands which are the only way of making money for many 
people. Father showed us how tea is grown by taking us 
to fields of tea. As we traveled, we saw many animals 
including giraffes, baby elephants, zebras, monkeys, 
ostriches, crocodiles, and tortoises. 

On Sunday, December 6th, we attended Mass celebrated 
by Father Peter in Holy Spirit Church in Kandisi where 
Father asked each of us to address the parishioners at the 
end of Mass. We talked about Catholic Daughters, and we 
invited the women to come to the Institution of the court on 
Tuesday, December 8th. On Sunday afternoon we attended 
a dance and acrobat performance by local Kenyans, which 
was very enjoyable. We also were serenaded by the choir 
from Father’s church. They sang beautifully, and it was a 
wonderful treat to have them sing for us. 

Then on Tuesday, December 8th, we went back to the 
parish church where we met with 60 women, talked about 
Catholic Daughters; all then attended Mass celebrated by 
Father Peter and we instituted Court St. Monica #2706. 
Following Mass, we shared a delicious dinner prepared by 
the members of the new court. We are extremely excited to 
welcome our new “world” court located in Kenya. 

  CATHOLICDAUGHTERS.ORG  15

National officers and four of the officers of Court St. Monica #2607.National Regent Shirley Seyfried and National Regent-elect Helene 
Shepard with members of Court St. Monica #2706 outside the 
church following the institution of the court.
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When we returned to the United States, I wrote to the 
local and state courts telling about our new court and 
asking for donations from local courts, individuals, and 
state courts for a bus and a tractor to help our sisters and 
brothers in Kenya. Our goal is $40,000 because the bus 
and tractor each cost $20,000. The bus will allow the court 
to fund their charitable projects, and the tractor will allow 
them to grow much larger amounts of food to sell and 
to give away to those in need. If you have already sent a 
donation, we thank you very much. If you have not, we are 

asking each local court for $50 and each state court for 
$100. If any individuals would be willing to contribute, we 
would greatly appreciate it. We are very happy to announce 
that Father Peter will attend the National convention in 
Pittsburgh this summer, and we will present the money 
to him for the bus and tractor. After seeing the extreme 
need while we were in Kenya, your generous response 
to this request truly is living our theme these two years, 
“Whatever you do for the least of my brethren, you do for 
me.” Matthew 25:40  

Right: Helene and Shirley by the chapel at the Seminary.
Below: The Seminarians of the Sons of Divine Providence 

with Shirley, Helene and Father Wambulwa.

“Whatever you do  
for the least of  

my brethren,  
you do for me.”  

Matthew 25:40
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By Dave Seyfried  | Husband of National Regent, Shirley Seyfried 

A MESSAGE FROM 

Mary
The no travel warning was issued just twenty days 

before our scheduled trip to Nairobi, Kenya. A military 
official stressed that in light of recent events we 

should not indicate in any way whatsoever our affiliation to 
Christianity during our travels. 

Despite this warning, it was felt that the promise to 
Father Peter Wambulwa to start a Catholic Daughters Court 
in Nairobi, Kenya, should be kept. This request was made 
after Father saw Shirley talking about Catholic Daughters 
on EWTN. After much prayer, Helene Shepard, Shirley, and I 
decided to embark on our trip to Kenya. 

During the preparation for the trip, steps were taken 
to not wear any clothing or jewelry that would advertise 
that we were Christians. I also made it a point not to take 
a small statue of the Blessed Mother that I typically carry 
in my luggage when I travel. My fear was that it might 
show up on an x-ray scan and possibly cause some 
issues. Upon leaving home, I reverently placed 
the statue of Mary on my Bible and prayed for 
her intercession for a safe trip. 

We flew from Fargo, to Minneapolis 
to Amsterdam, and then to Nairobi. 
While visiting a shop in the Amsterdam 
airport, one of the most visible magazines 
on display was a National Geographic 
magazine, which featured an article entitled, 
“Mary, the Most Powerful Woman in the World” 
and had a cover picture of Mary. I purchased the 
magazine and placed it in my carry-on luggage. We felt 
that this may be an indication that Mary was in our midst. 

We spent four days at the Sons of Providence Seminary 
with eleven seminarians and Father Peter Wambulwa. Soon 
the day of the installation of the new court arrived. The 
day of the installation was December 8th, the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception. The installation ceremony of Court 
Saint Monica was blessed with the Holy Mass and was filled 
with beautiful music and enthusiasm. Following the closing 
ceremonies and reception, we visited with the people in 

attendance. As we were leaving the church grounds, James, 
the principal of the local school, approached me and said 
he had something to give me. 

He placed in my hands a statue of Mary that was exactly 
identical to the one 8500 miles away in our Battle Lake 
home sitting on my Saint Joseph Bible. If there was ever 
any question about whether we made the right decision 
in deciding to go to Kenya, we got our answer. Thank you 
Mary for your intercession and protection.   

Above: James presents Dave with statue

     Left: Dave’s original statue on left and the 
identical new one on the right
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On January 22 of this year, the 43rd annual March for 
Life was held in Washington, DC. The March is held 
in protest against the Roe V. Wade Supreme Court 

decision in 1973 legalizing abortion. The first March was 
held on January 22, 1974, one year after the Roe V. Wade 
decision was handed down. 

As happens every year, a rally was held at the National Mall 
near Fourth Street, followed by a march down Constitution 
Avenue NW where the Catholic Daughters, having gathered 
into a group, join the march. The marchers then turn right 
at First Street, where the Catholic Daughters contingent 
stops, and the rest of the March continues to the steps of 
the Supreme Court where a second rally is held. 

Inclement weather often arrives or threatens, and this 
year was no exception, as impending monster snowstorm 
Jonas approached Washington with record snowfalls 
predicted. The storm deterred some potential marchers, but 
not the Catholic Daughters. Members of the National Board 

were present, including the Executive Committee (National 
Secretary-Treasurer Vickie Feist planned to attend, but her 
flight was cancelled because of the approaching storm.) 

Indeed, the board members were unable to leave 
according to their arranged schedule and remained in their 
hotel for three additional days. National Regent Shirley 
Seyfried, who flew to Washington from her home state of 
Minnesota, was undeterred. “Given the vital importance 
of this issue, especially in Pope Francis’ Jubilee Year of 
Mercy, plane cancellations and stuffy hotel rooms paled 
by comparison,” she said. “The Roe V. Wade decision was 
tragic, and the fact that it has stood for 43 years is just not 
right. We must do whatever we can.” 

National Regent-Elect Helene Shepard agreed. “It was 
boring and uncomfortable to be trapped in a hotel with 
no escape. However, we used our time wisely with the 
Legislative meeting with Father Boquet as the speaker and 
our Executive Committee work. But at times I thought of 

March for Life 2016: 
GOD’S MERCY ON THE MARCH 

By Tom Panas  |  National Public Relations Chairman

Above: Catholic Daughters on the move at the March for Life
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how trapped an embryo or fetus might be in the womb, 
facing possible extinction through abortion, with no hope 
of escape. When we meet God in other people, ‘other 
people’ includes those still in the womb. I knew we were 
where we had to be.” 

Helene added, “I was also impressed with the fact that 
Father Boquet celebrated the Saturday Vigil Mass for 
Sunday in a large room in the hotel. He put a sign in the 
lobby, and more than 100 people attended Mass with the 
twelve of us. In some ways, I felt we were like the twelve 
Apostles in the upper room!” 

It has become an annual tradition that the National 
Regent and National Regent-Elect are interviewed on the 
Washington Mall each year before the March. During the 
interview, Shirley Seyfried spoke of the fact that Catholic 
Daughters are and always have been strong Pro-Life 
advocates from conception to natural death. They have 
been showing their support of life by coming to the Vigil 
Mass and March for Life since the beginning of the March. 

Helene Shepard pointed to the fact that Catholic 
Daughters remain committed to Pro Life all year long, not 

only at the March. “I consider it a privilege for Catholic 
Daughters to march January 22nd in Washington in spite 
of the weather, but also at Marches for Life throughout 
the country, including Oklahoma, New York, Wisconsin, 
California and other states.” Helene spoke about other 
Catholic Daughter pro-life activities, including the New 
Jersey court that supports a center which helps homeless 
women and their children; a California court that works with 
Guadalupe Pregnancy Services providing education to help 
women avoid abortion; Catholic Daughters in Louisiana 
who rallied peacefully in front of an abortion clinic; and 
Catholic Daughters in New York who hold a baby shower for 
the Life Center of Long Island, an organization that helps 
babies born of mothers who chose Life over abortion.”

Past National Regent Libby Ramirez was watching the 
program on EWTN, and she was quite impressed. Libby 
called Headquarters immediately after the interview to say 
that the interview was wonderful! 

Many women who had had an abortion were at the 
March, often expressing deep regret. God’s Mercy would 
be presented to all suffering abortion trauma when on Ash 

Above: National Regent Shirley Seyfried and National Regent-Elect Helene Shepard were interviewed by EWTN on the Washington Mall before 
the March for Life began.
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Wednesday Pope Francis commissioned 1000 “Missionaries 
of Mercy” worldwide with the authority to forgive women 
who aborted their child, a forgiveness that normally can be 
dispensed only by the Holy See. 

Seeing God in others and the mercy born of that was 
important to First Vice National Regent Olga Samaniego. 
Olga, who is also National Spiritual Chairman, said, “We 
could feel God’s presence and mercy for both the unborn and 

those of us fortunate enough to be born. 
We who share our deeply held belief in Life 
truly see the Mercy of God in each other 
– whether in the pew for the Vigil Mass, 
marching together in the cold, seeing the 
hopeful faces of the young people gathered 
there, or even passing fellow Pro-Lifers of all 
religions in our hotel.” 

Most of the National Board are “veterans” 
of the March for Life, but this was the first 
March for Maryland State Regent Debbie 
Lattus. “I cannot even begin to describe 
the energy present at this event,” Debbie 
said. “The impending snow did nothing to 
dampen the enthusiasm of the participants. 
Religious groups, organizations and 
families were present to lend their support. 
For a while, Greg (Debbie’s husband) and 
I walked with a group of Franciscan Friars 
praying the rosary. We joined a youth 
group singing praise songs. Exchanging 
introductions, we met people from across 
the U.S. and beyond.” 

At the other end of the spectrum was Past 
Virginia State Regent Elizabeth Scheuren, 
who has been coming to the March for Life 
with her husband Fritz for 25 years. “God 
surprises us every year in the people we 
meet at the March,” Elizabeth said. “It was 
a moving moment to see Cardinal Dolan 
and Cardinal Wuerl stop and embrace every 
wheelchair-bound attendee as the cardinals 
processed into the Basilica for the Vigil 
Mass. Most special this year was witnessing 
a loving mother taking care of her son with 
cerebral palsy and his companion dog. 
It was amazing to see how well the dog 
behaved during the Vigil Mass!!!” 

For the 43rd time in as many years the Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas “walked the walk” for the prolife cause. 
“This will have been my last March for Life as National 
Regent,” Shirley Seyfried said. “But I have been Marching 
for Life for many years, and will continue as long as I can. We 
can never give up. There is always hope for the possibility 
of change, and the March for Life is a wonderful place to 
experience God’s mercy, and His compassion for all.”   

National Regent Shirley Seyfried, left, and National Regent-Elect Helene Shepard pause 
with His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop of New York.

In front of the altar of the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 
at the Vigil Mass are front row, left to right, Past National Director Arline Rich, Second 
Vice National Regent Sherry Nilles, First Vice National Regent Olga Samaniego, National 
Regent Shirley Seyfried and National Regent-Elect Helene Shepard. Back row, left to 
right, Past National Director Emily Guilherme, Executive Director Mary Impellizeri, 
National Director Susan Monè, National Director Letty Calvetti, National Legislative 
Chairman Margaret Sitte, and National Director Janet Martineau.



Who will 
take care   

of you?
Long Term Care Insurance 

tailored to the needs of 
members of the 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas
is a way to protect your assets

against the high cost 
of nursing home care.

The coverage includes 
in-the-home care to 

help you stay in your home. 

To receive complete information about the Catholic Daughters of the Americas recommended Insurance Plans for you or a loved one, return this
form to: Robinson-Kramer Incorporated, Catholic Daughters Insurance Plan Administrator, 14325 Willard Road, Suite 203, Chantilly, VA 20151-2199

Name __________________________________________________________Date of Birth (Mo/Day/Year)_________________

Spouse’s Name (if applicable) ___________________________________________Date of Birth (Mo/Day/Year)_________________
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City ________________________________________________________________________

State ______________________________________ Zip ______________________________

Phone Number ________________________________________________________________
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When Mother Teresa received the Nobel Prize, 
she was asked, “What can we do to promote 
world peace?” She answered, “Go home and 

love your family.” 
Family is defined as a father, mother, and their children 

or a group sharing certain customs, pleasures and 
experiences. A family can be blood relatives, friends, 
people with common goals or a combination of these. 

As family, gathering to celebrate the liturgical seasons 
helps give special emphasis to and enhances the celebration 
of the Church. The seasons of the Church prepare its members 
to be fully awake to see Jesus and aware of the blessings 
given to us. Celebrating the liturgical seasons provides 
understanding and insight for seeing the compassion of God 
and ultimately the face of God in one another. 

The Lenten season is a wondrous time to bring holiness, 
simplicity and awareness of justice in the world to family, 
however your family is defined. Families can work together 
to simplify their lives. Consider making homemade soup 
together. This allows families time to share the day as 
the vegetables are chopped. Using “leftovers” from the 
refrigerator in the soup saves money, allowing families to 
share their wealth with those less fortunate in this world. 
Shopping time is decreased allowing for more family 
conversation. This conversation could include whether 
your family may be happier with less rather than putting 
all the energy into accumulating things. How can the 
family use their blessings for the good of others? Younger 
family members realize that life is pretty comfortable. Help 
them realize that accumulation of things does not lead to 
happiness or contentment. Discuss the saying “More is 
less” as the family prepares the meal. 

Following Lent is Pentecost Sunday. Pentecost gave the 

disciples the power to proclaim the Good News of salvation 
with a new heart and tongue. We also are given a new heart 
making a new life possible for each family member. The 
disciples were given the power to speak in languages as 
they went out into the world to proclaim God. We also are 
given the power to share our faith. As family share how 
the Holy Spirit has given courage and boldness when we 
were afraid to speak up for those less fortunate. Discuss 
worries and challenges each family member is facing. Feel 
the presence of the Holy Spirit in each life. 

As Pentecost Sunday passes, First Holy Communion, 
Confirmation and graduations are being planned. Moving 
into a smaller home or an assisted living complex creates 
big changes. Events not quite as life changing also happen. 
Prom, getting that first driver’s license, ball games ( those 
events seem to happen anytime during the year!) and 
returning home after a winter in a warmer climate are all 
challenges to be faced. Some family members will be on-
their-own very soon. How do we prepare our family for these 
changes? One way is to celebrate each milestone, large 
or small. A celebration gives confidence to those facing 
changes. It builds a healthy self- perception and a sense of 
worth. A celebration gives hope and a sense of well-being to 
each member of God’s church, the ultimate family. 

Celebrate family always! The family is the foundation of 
our society. It is in family where we first learned to pray. We 
learned to share. We learned to love the unlovable. We learned 
to know, love and serve God in this world to earn our eternal 
reward of living in heaven with our loving Father and Mother. 

“It is easier to give a cup of rice to relieve hunger than to 
relieve the loneliness and pain of someone unloved in our 
own home. Bring love into your home for this is where our 
love for each other must start.”  Mother Teresa   

Family 
Sherry Nilles  |  Second Vice National Regent and National Family Chairman
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In past articles on Leadership we have covered topics 
that included skills, techniques and qualities. We 
have viewed Leadership from many different aspects. 

However, it has become more and more evident that 
compassion and mercy are the crowning ingredients of 
a successful leader. Even Shakespeare knew the value 
of Mercy and its integral connection with the qualities of 
leaders. Consider a paraphrase of the first section of his 
soliloquy on the Quality of Mercy, 

The quality of mercy is not strained: It drops on to the world 
as the gentle rain does - from heaven. It’s doubly blessed. It 
blesses both the giver and the receiver. It’s most powerful 
when granted by those who hold power over others…It is 
an attribute of God Himself. Earthly power most closely 
resembles God’s power when justice is guided by mercy. 

Mercy and compassion allow a leader to understand and 
feel for the people they lead. A leader so motivated does 
not say, “I lead, you follow;” but instead says, “Together 
we move forward.” 

When looking for a model of compassionate, merciful 
leadership, we can look to our Pope, Pope Francis I. During 
his visit to the United States, wherever the Pope spoke, 
he encouraged all to stay focused and his message was 
the same, “Show mercy to the poor and disadvantaged.” 
He expanded this message of mercy by endorsing the 
protection of the environment. “God’s mercy can make 
even the driest land become a garden, can restore life to 

dry bones (Ez 37:1-14). ...Let us be renewed by God’s mercy, 
let us be loved by Jesus, let us enable the power of his love 
to transform our lives too; and let us become agents of this 
mercy, channels through which God can water the earth, 
protect all creation and make justice and peace flourish. “ 
Easter Urbi et Orbi message on March 31, 2013 

In order to carry this message of mercy and compassion 
forward, Pope Francis models the behavior he hopes to see 
all the faithful adopt. He lives simply with other priests in 
the Casa Santa Marta, eats his meals in a cafeteria, travels 
in a little Fiat and visits those in prisons. His heart is open 
and compassionate. In our mercy we should accept all 
people as children of God. 

Mercy and compassion are qualities that can be reflected 
in our actions, only if we become responsible for our 
actions. What we believe must be reflected in what we do. 
To use an old saying, we must “Walk the walk and talk the 
talk.” The highest and most noble form of leadership is 
only realized when compassion and mercy are the major 
operating paradigms. 

By having compassion and mercy for others, a potential 
leader will qualify to become a leader. It is the deep caring 
for others that allows a leader to access the people she 
leads. It is this caring attitude coupled with action that 
makes a leader a leader. 

As William Shakespeare said, “The quality of mercy…
blesses both the giver and receiver.”   

By Helene Shepard, National Regent-Elect and National Leadership Chairman

“Be merciful just as your Father is merciful.” Luke 6:36

Merciful
Compassionate

LEADERS

AND
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Left to right, Anne Carruth, regent, Adele Boeske, vice regent, Karen 
Krueger, recording secretary and Christina Manter, administrative 
assistant at New Hampshire Children’s Trust.
 

NEW HAMPSHIRE COURT HELPS INCREASE 
PURPLE CRYING AWARENESS
Court Bishop Molloy #1441, Nashua, New Hampshire, collaborated 

with New Hampshire Children’s Trust (whose mission, according 

to its website, is “to lead New Hampshire’s drive to eliminate child 

abuse and neglect”) to knit and crochet newborn hats to build 

awareness of the “Period of Purple Crying” (the time in a baby’s life 

when they cry more than any other time, usually from two weeks 

to 3-4 months: www.PURPLEcrying.info). The hats are given to a 

local hospital that shares the “Click for Babies” program with new 

parents and caregivers (www.ClickforBabies.org.) This grassroots 

public education campaign program teaches new parents and 

caregivers about the stages of increased infant crying and helps 

prepare them for this frustrating period in a baby’s young life. 

Pictured in front of the Dell Rapids Cemetery are, left to right, Geraldine (Judy) Welbig, 
Kaye Reecy, JoEllen Klein, Bernadette Scherff, Connie Geraets, Evelyn Huntimer, Mary 
Fox, Kathleen Geraets and Regent Mildred Schmidt. 

In the photo, back row, left to right, Jeanne McCown, Mary Jane 
Powell, Judy Smith, Janel Kent, Marietta Gangwer, Lucy Jensen, Carol 
Reynolds, Polly Berry, Marie McConnell and Cecelia Keene. Front 
Row, left to right, Geri Wilkerson, Theresa Ward, Joyce Paloian, Gina 
Rossetti, Carmen Burns, Kathy Sardina and Rose Marie Gokey.

TENNESSEE COURT HOLDS  
“BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN”
Court Our Lady of the Rosary #2624, Bristol, Tennessee, supported 

the Abortion Alternatives & Crisis Pregnancy Center Baby Bottle 

Campaign. Small baby bottles were distributed and collected after 

donors had filled the bottles with money for the center. A large 

baby bottle was set at St. Anne Catholic Church giving parishioners 

who had not taken a small baby bottle home a chance to donate. 

The center assists women and families in crisis, due to a difficult 

or unplanned pregnancy, provides pregnancy tests, maternity 

clothing, clothes for infants and small children, and helps arrange 

for housing, medical care, legal assistance and other community 

support. Board members toured the center and Director Joe Kerns 

spoke to the court, explaining how the center supports mothers 

who decide to choose the gift of life.

MINNESOTA COURT “SOCKS” IT TO OCTOBER
Court St. Bernard #886, Lismore, Minnesota, sponsored a new October project called 

“Sock-tober.” All members of the local parish were encouraged to donate a pair or bag of 

socks that were given to the local food shelves in the area. Socks for people of all ages were 

placed in a “mesh sock” located at the entrance of the church. Most people take socks for 

granted, the court said, but for someone who does not have much, socks are very much 

appreciated. In the photo Roxanne Kemper and Mary Metz are shown placing their donation 

of socks in the mesh sock.

COURT IN SOUTH DAKOTA  
HONORS VETERANS
Court Sancta Maria #368, Dell Rapids, South Dakota, 

undertook a special project to commemorate our 

veterans. The court made wreaths of red, white and 

blue which they placed on graves of veterans buried 

in St. Mary Catholic Cemetery in Dell Rapids. Court 

Regent Mildred Schmidt spearheaded this worthy 

project to decorate 176 graves for Veterans Day.

http://www.PURPLEcrying.info
http://www.ClickforBabies.org
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Marie Moran, left, director of marketing at Birthright Livermore, 
accepts a check for $1,000 and baby gifts from Court Saint 
Raymond’s financial secretary Tess Chiampas.

CALIFORNIA COURT HOLDS BABY SHOWER 
FOR BIRTHRIGHT INTERNATIONAL
Members of Court Saint Raymond #2057, Dublin, California, held 

a baby shower for which parishioners donated cash and baby 

gifts benefiting Birthright International of Livermore, California. 

According to its website, Birthright helps women with unplanned 

pregnancies and believes that “it is the right of every pregnant 

woman to give birth, and the right of every child to be born.” 

Birthright focuses on loving the mother, reminding her that there 

is hope, and ensuring that she is not alone.

 Left to right Erin Nash, Ann Bates, spiritual enhancement chair, 
Evelyn Staszak, family chair, Dolores Haas-Folz, vice regent and 
Carolyn Nash.

WISCONSIN COURT FILLS BACKPACKS  
FOR KIDS
Blessings in a Backpack is a program that provides food for 

children in need via the Federal Free and Reduced Lunch program. 

Students receive a backpack each Friday that contains easy to 

prepare meals and snacks. They return the backpacks on Monday 

morning nourished and ready to learn. The program is important 

for young people’s education, since unmet nutritional needs make 

it very difficult for children to learn, pay attention in class, and 

behave properly to retain knowledge. Catholic Daughters from 

Court St. Rose #1062, Wausau, Wisconsin, collected food items, 

gas cards, and money for the Blessings in a Backpack program. At 

the court’s Christmas party, a presentation was made to Carolyn 

Nash (far right), a member of the Steering Committee for the 

Wausau/Everest Blessings in Backpack Program.

Court members stand behind a table with packages of the children’s 
“undies” they collected.

INDIANA COURT DONATES CLOTHING TO 
SCHOOLCHILDREN
Court Daughters of St. John the Evangelist #2633, Evansville, Indiana, 

held an underwear drive for the local school corporation’s clothing 

bank, Hangers. Hangers provides clothing to several thousand 

children each year through referrals from the local schools. The 

children are given a specific time to “shop” for new school clothes 

with the aid of a personal shopper. They receive three pair of pants, 

shirts, underwear and socks; coat, hat, gloves and a new pair of 

shoes. There is a large need for underwear, so this year the court 

reached out to its parishioners to collect new underwear for Hangers. 

Their goal was to double what was collected last year (322 pairs), but 

the court surpassed that by quadrupling the number with 1420 new 

pairs of underwear.

Left to right, Ann Delahunt, Regent Lorraine Faiella, Caroline 
Puchowicz, Doris Berke, Lynn Alicandro, Christine Biesadecki, 
Gretchen Rich and Kathleen Dolyak. 

CONNECTICUT PROVIDES BLANKETS FOR 
TUTWILER CLINIC
Members of Court St. Cecelia #735, Stratford, Connecticut, made 

fleece lap blankets for one of the Catholic Daughters National 

Charities, Tutwiler Clinic, as their Christmas Project. Eighteen colorful 

and warm blankets were sent in time for the Christmas holiday.
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Pausing after their time in the phone banks are, left to right, Cathy 
Cavanagh, Beverly Rusinek, Lorraine Bardolf, Amelia Montgomery, 
Connie D’Auria, Mary Lynn Borst and Rosemary Brunoforte. Front, 
kneeling, are Theresa Duran and Susan Moreo.

NEW YORK COURTS VOLUNTEER FOR 
CATHOLIC TELEVISION STATION
Six members of Court St. Pius X #1690, Levittown, New York, and 

three members of Court Stella Maris #822, Freeport, New York, 

answered phones for the Telecare Telethon. Founded in 1969, 

Telecare operates with the mission of spreading God’s word through 

its religious and educational Catholic programming to people of faith 

wherever they may be. During their 2.5 hours of answering phones 

and taking pledges, the ladies were surprised to be interviewed 

numerous times by call center hosts Bishop Robert Brennan and 

Rev. Gerard Gentleman. During these on-air interviews, they were 

able to share the message and mission of CDA with all those who 

were watching.

 

COURT ST. KATHARINE DREXEL 
Court St. Katharine Drexel #2697, Creole, Louisiana, was instituted 

with 50 members from the Creole, Cameron, and Grand Lake area 

whose courts disbanded after Hurricane Rita in 2005. In the photo, 

left to right, are court officers Regent Bobbie Landry, Vice Regent 

Jennifer Jones, Recording Secretary Penelope Richard, Financial 

Secretary Allyson Bourriaque and Treasurer Debbie Savoie. Rev. 

Archimandrite Herbert J. May, J.C.L., is court chaplain.

Charter Court Officers, Court St. Katharine Drexel #2697

Members of Court Saints Anne and Anthony #2698

COURT SAINTS ANNE AND ANTHONY
Court Saints Anne and Anthony #2698 was instituted with 56 charter members in Sorrento, Louisiana. Charter officers are Regent Debbie 

Stevens, Vice Regent Mary Bourgeois, Recording Secretary Carrie Simoneaux, Financial Secretary Marlene Curcio and Treasurer Kelly 

Milano. Court Chaplain is Rev. Keun Soo Lee.

Four New  
Courts Instituted
In October and November the state of Louisiana 

instituted four new courts. Congratulations to a state 

“On Fire With New Courts!”

LOUISIANA STATE 

ON FIRE!
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MEXICO COURT HELPS COMMUNITY 
IN SPECIAL WAYS
Court San Judas Tadeo #2459, Nuevo Laredo, 

Mexico, provides charity in different ways. The 

court prepares bags of candy for 400 children in 

its court town of San Judas Tadeo; for the Church 

of San Judas Tadeo, they deliver hot dogs, bags 

of sweets, juices and pastries for children; in 

the photo, Letty Cuellar, Dora Martinez and Elma 

Landa are seen in front of a van filled with juices 

and pastries for 500 children from the community 

of Our Lady of Light.

Court St. Catherine Laboure #2701

COURT ST. CATHERINE LABOURÉ 
Court St. Catherine Labouré #2701, French Settlement, was instituted with 36 charter members. Charter officers are Regent Stacy Brady, 

Vice Regent Amy Millet, Recording Secretary Jodi Guitreau, Financial Secretary Elisha Wascom and Treasurer Christy Dain. Rev. Jason 

Palermo is court chaplain.

Court St. Louise de Marillac # 2703 

COURT ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC
The fourth new court instituted in Louisiana in less than two months was Court St. Louise de Marillac #2703, Baton Rouge, with 29 charter 

members. Pictured with charter members are, left to right Louisiana State Treasurer Margaret Comeaux, State Secretary Donna Young 

and State Regent Barbara Michael; Charter officers Financial Secretary Darci Delatte, Vice Regent Lynette Bravato, Regent Dana Vicknair, 

Recording Secretary Kellye Babin, Treasurer Vickie Balfantz, member Tony Babin, and National Director Ruth Guidry.  Behind Ruth is Court 

Chaplain Deacon Jimmy Little and behind Deacon Jimmy is Second Vice State Regent Dawn Fontenberry.
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NEW JUNIOR 
COURT IN TEXAS
JCDA Court Daughters of 

the Holy Family #2665, 

Victoria, Texas, was 

instituted on December 

13, 2015, with 29 charter 

members. The institution 

took place at the Holy 

Family of Joseph, Mary, 

and Jesus Catholic Church 

in Victoria. Pam Malik and 

Engracie Schuck are co-

chairmen and Rev. Jacob 

Koether is the new court’s 

chaplain.

MONTANA JUNIOR COURT 
WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
Junior Court Mother Cabrini #1766, Sidney, Montana, 

sponsored by Court Mother Cabrini #1766, received 

new members during Mass celebrated by Rev. Jim 

O’Neil at St. Matthew’s Parish in Sidney. The new 

juniors are Clare Steinbeisser, Amiya Steinbeisser, 

Ave Norby, Mariyah Bauer, Ray Ella Radke, Riley 

O’Donnell, Marett Schieber, Maddie Schieber, 

Brooklyn Boyer and Hannah Quiroz. Officers for 

the junior court are Brianna Reid, president; Vice 

President, Madison Thiessen; Second Vice President, 

Kassadee Olson; Secretary, Lina Langwald; and 

Reporter, Josie Langwald.

NEW YORK  
COURT ANNOUNCES 
NATIONAL EDUCATION 
CONTEST WINNER
Court Immaculata #444, Mineola, New 

York, announced that Ryan C. Duffy 

was a second place winner of the 2015 

National Education Contest. Ryan’s 

entry, “Be a Good Neighbor,” was in 

the Computer Art Category. Seen in 

the picture congratulating Ryan is 

Joseph Billizzi, principal of Chaminade 

High School where Ryan is a student; 

Ryan’s Father, William; Ryan; Patricia 

A. Gavin, regent; Ryan’s Mother 

Heather; and Ryan’s grandmother 

court member Ann Jankay.
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Front row left to right, Vivian Munoz, Dora Mirelez, Aurora Canales, Juanita 
Hale, treasurer; Mary Alice Garcia, Sandra Cantu, Olga Martinez, Mandy 
Mora and Jeanette Flores. Back row, left to right, Eileen Free, Louisa 
Fuentes, Cyndi Duarte, vice-regent; Hilda Vela, recording secretary; Phyllis 
Rodriguez, Connie Clark, Clare Casas, Angelica Garza, Christina Mroz and 
Cindy Doxey, regent. Father Dunn is in the back of the photo.

TEXAS COURT CELEBRATES  
NATIONAL CDA DAY
Members of Court Most Precious Blood, #2380, Corpus Christi, Texas, 

honored National Catholic Daughters Day with Mass celebrated by Texas 

State Chaplain Rev. Robert Dunn followed by a dinner reception. Presented 

with 20-year anniversary pins were Juanita Hale, treasurer; Natalie Martin 

and Mandy Mora. Cindy Doxey, regent and Eileen Free received 15-year pins. 

A ten-year pin was given to Jeanette Flores, and Sandra Cantu received a 

five-year pin.

Court members ready to serve at the annual fall salad bar 
luncheon are Jane Anderson, Illinois state regent; Pat Sloan, 
past regent; Suzanne Silverman, Terry Berg, Arlene Faivre, Past 
Regent Dorothy Feldmann, Mary Franklin, Donna Lane, Maddie 
Zeissler, Maria Krpan, Peggy Abbot, Donna Deegan, Mary 
Crumbacher, Mary Lou Cahill, Carol Dugan, Connie Jamison, 
Financial Secretary Kathy Dixit, Terry Kelly, Katie Hiatt, Vice 
Regent Christine Prignano, Nadia Lachowski and Joy Walter.

SECRET MEATBALL RECIPE  
HELPS LUNCHEONS SUCCEED
Court Immaculate Conception #996, DeKalb, Illinois, hosts 

two annual salad bar luncheons each year in October and 

April. Known for its secret meatball recipe and wide variety 

of homemade salads and desserts, each luncheon draws 

over 200 visitors. A portion of the proceeds from the fall 

luncheon are used to support travel to state and national 

conventions. Revenue from this year’s spring luncheon was 

donated to Tanzania Development Support, a local non-

profit organization which, according to its website (tdsnfp.

org), is “committed to improving the quality of life of youth, 

especially girls, in the Mara region by supporting primary 

and secondary school improvements and other community-

identified priorities.”

NEW COURT IN NEW MEXICO
St. Therese Parish of Albuquerque, New Mexico, is one of 

the oldest parishes in the community. This fall, with the 

support of Rev. Paul Vincent Chavez, the institution of CDA 

Court St. Therese of the Infant Jesus #2700, Albuquerque, 

New Mexico, became a reality. In the photo are Regent Grace 

Callejas, Vice Regent Susan Lopez, Recording Secretary 

Marie Eleina Quintero, Financial Secretary Lucia Gallegos, 

and Treasurer Pearl Gonzales, pictured with Rev. Vincent 

Chavez and Deacon Tom Baca.

Left to right, Richelle Link, Nancy 
Krebs, Marilyn Vandersloot, 
Christy Morse, Bethany Fuchs, 
Pearl Vandersloot, Candy Wells, 
Patty Kepp and Deb Johnson. 
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CREATIVE 
EVANGELIZING BY  
NEW JERSEY COURT
Members of Court Mater Creatoris 

#1808, Williamstown, New Jersey, 

came up with a new way of 

evangelizing: participating in a 

community sponsored Halloween 

contest. Pope sightings were the 

talk of the town and the court won 

the first place trophy! Posing with 

“Pope Francis” are Regent Kathie 

Restuccio and court members 

Marian Dillin and Joy Kenney.

MONTANA COURT  
VISITS BLESSED 
MOTHER STATUE 
Members of Court Our Lady of Fatima 

#1979, Hardin, Montana, went on 

a road trip to visit Our Lady of the 

Rockies, a 90-foot statue dedicated 

to the Blessed Mother on top of the 

Continental Divide overlooking Butte, 

Montana. Court #1979 has purchased 

plaques for deceased members at 

the memorial site. On the return trip 

court members visited “Our Lady of 

Lourdes – Shrine of Emigrants” where 

they prayed the Rosary.
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In the kitchen, from left to right, Deb Hoelmer, Judy 
Thomas, Geralyn Kassel and Deb Wobschall.

MINNESOTA COURT HOLDS  
“KITCHEN SHOWER”
Members of Court Sacred Heart #1424, Waseca, 

Minnesota, held a Kitchen Shower for their parish center 

kitchen. Court member Geralyn Kassel spearheaded 

the project and organized volunteers to clean cabinets 

and do an inventory of dishes and food preparation 

items. The kitchen shower was held similarly to a bridal 

shower, but with a registry list at a local Target store. 

Parish members were invited to shop from the registry 

or donate cash or gift cards to replenish needed items. 

Geralyn presented this project to the local Knights of 

Columbus and an anonymous donation was made in the 

form of a new refrigerator, dishwasher, stove and range 

hood. She also organized volunteers to clean and paint 

the kitchen and adjoining dining room walls.
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Left to right, Sharon Richey, Jan Ortmeier, Marian Brown, 
Renee Brown, Shirley Brester and Rita Grosse.

ANNUAL BABY SHOWER A  
SUCCESS FOR NEBRASKA COURT
Court Queen of the Angels #2253, Fremont, Nebraska, 

held its annual baby shower at the court’s November 

meeting. Blankets, baby lotion, baby powder and other 

essential items, including more than 1,100 diapers 

and 1,900 baby wipes, were donated. All items were 

delivered to a local Pro-Life organization.

CONNECTICUT COURT HOLDS  
CRAFT AND BAKE SALE
Court All Saints #1435, Somersville, Connecticut, held a successful craft and 

bake sale to benefit their church and various charities including the food pantry 

and homeless veterans in the area. Court members worked throughout the year 

to assure that many handmade items were available for sale. Court members 

who helped in the kitchen to prepare the breakfast and lunch served during the 

sale are, left to right, Regent Angela Yard, Marj Dube, Lynn Pitney, Gail Krasinski 

and Ann Levesque.

IOWA COURT HOLDS ANNUAL  
SCHOLARSHIP BAKE SALE
Court St. Cecelia #283, Algona, Iowa, held its annual Wagons Full of Wishes 

education fundraiser and holiday bake sale. The event was very successful 

and the court was grateful for the many generous donations received. In the 

photo are Wagons Full of Wishes winners, left to right, Becky Grandgenett, 

Sonny Christensen, Rose Reding and Matt Even.

BUNCO NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT IN NEW YORK
Several New York courts were represented for a night of Bunco fun, food 

and fellowship. Members from Court Saint Ann, Mother of Mary #2419, 

Washingtonville; Court Margaret Mary #768, Monroe; and special guests 

from Court Stella Maris #822, Freeport, gathered for the monthly activity. In 

the photo, participants pause from the festivities for a photo.
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OKLAHOMA HOLDS 
LADIES ADVENT BRUNCH
Court Queen of Peace, #2204, Tulsa, 

Oklahoma, hosted the court’s second 

annual Ladies Advent Brunch. Court 

Chaplain Rev. Matt Gerlach spoke to 

the court about the Year of Mercy. In 

the photo, left to right, are Sheena 

Perez, recording secretary; Liz 

Williams, financial secretary; Father 

Gerlach; Rhonda Howell, regent; Pat 

Holcomb, past Oklahoma state regent; 

and Barbara Carpenter, second vice 

Oklahoma state regent.

In the photo are court members, front, Maryann 
Merlotto; back, left to right, Octavia Nicolucci, Donna 
Cammarota, Tina Pennacchia, Kathy Zemsky, Janet 
Markey, financial secretary; Linda Garabo, Patti Lawlor, 
treasurer; Loretta Pugliese, regent; Peggy Zambraski, 
recording secretary; Margi Murray, and Ellen Lewis.

In the photo, court officers present a check for $2220 
to Sister Sabina Mbenge and Rev. Joseph Kunnelaya. 
Back row, left to right, Recording Secretary Karen 
Mannix; Vice Regent Nicki Hasenoehrl; and Financial 
Secretary Irene Richardson. Front row, left to right, 
Treasurer Sherry Rice, Father Kunnelaya, Sister 
Sabina and Regent Jean Tauriello.

Pilgrims in front of the altar at one of the churches they visited. Front row, Mary Alice 
Petitjean, Frankie Arceneaux, Cheryl Luke, Lyn Guidry, Margaret Young, Deborah Billeaud, 
Marilyn Borne, Marilyn Long and Mary Calloway. Second row, Jeanette Leger, Penny 
Langlinais, Tini Whitmore, Mable Lantier and Norma Comeaux. Third row, Nellie Arceneaux, 
Dolores Deville, Mary Broussard, Michele Manuel and Marie Cole. Fourth row, Charlotte 
Arceneaux, Madeline Arceneaux, Elizabeth Deaville and Cindy Cairns. 
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ROSARY PILGRIMAGE BY  
LOUISIANA COURT 
Court Immaculata #503, Lafayette, Louisiana, 

makes a Rosary Pilgrimage every October 

and May. This year the group stopped at four 

churches, where they engaged in various 

activities. The court joined Court Rayne, #844, 

Rayne, Louisiana, to pray the rosary and enjoy 

a talk about the church given by Jeannette 

Leger, district deputy and a member of Court 

Rayne. The group also stopped in Richard, 

Louisiana, the burial place of Charlene Richard, 

“The Little Cajun Saint,” and was treated to a 

lecture about her life.

NEW YORK COURT HOLDS SPRING SHOPPING SPREE
Court Our Lady of the Lake Court #2585, Patterson, New York, held a spring 

shopping spree. The court collected special occasion gowns and dresses, little 

girl’s dresses, and First Holy Communion attire, and sold the donated items at a 

fraction of their original cost. Vendors also showcased their special products and 

services including jewelry, makeup, artwork, gift baskets, and a DJ who provided 

entertainment for the event. Gifts were donated for a special sweepstakes raffle 

and complimentary refreshments were provided by the court. A portion of the 

proceeds from this event were donated to Sacred Heart Church, parish of the 

court, and the court also supports the parishes’ many other community outreach 

efforts throughout the year. The remaining prom-style gowns and dresses were 

donated to the local high school’s leadership group who followed-up with a 

similar event in May, donating their proceeds to charities that help women.

STATE OFFICERS  
JOIN COURT  
CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
Wisconsin State Regent Ruth Busch and 

State Treasurer Patty Leahy were able to 

join the Christmas Luncheon of one of 

the Wisconsin courts. In the photo they 

can be seen with members of Court St. 

Ann #699, Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin.

OREGON COURT HOLDS 
PROFITABLE FOOD FEST
Court Our Lady of the Cascades #2041, 

Bend, Oregon, sponsored its second 

Annual International Food Fest at St. Francis 

of Assisi parish. Dishes from 14 countries 

were served during the fun-filled evening of 

community building and fundraising. The 

event raised $4,440 (almost double last 

year’s amount) which benefitted the Sisters 

of Mary of Kakamega and the Parochial 

Vicar’s diocese in India.
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Martin Perry, left, and Andre Williams, regent.

TEXAS COURT APPRECIATES COURT HELPER
During their November meeting members of Court Mary A. Drake 

#1288, Tyler, Texas, presented a gift card and Certificate of 

Appreciation to Martin Perry in recognition of his contributions to 

the court. Each year in March, the court hosts a spaghetti dinner 

for the community. It is the court’s main fundraiser for the charities 

it supports, and is always a tremendous success. There would be 

no spaghetti dinner without spaghetti, and for the past five years 

Martin and his wife, court member Joyce, spent the entire day 

cooking pots and pots of spaghetti. This year, the members voted 

to recognize Martin’s years of service and bestow upon him the 

title of Honorary Member of Court Mary A. Drake.
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NEBRASKA COURT RECEIVES  
FOUR NEW MEMBERS
Court Little Flower #988, Columbus, Nebraska, recently received 

four new members during Mass celebrated by Court Chaplain Rev. 

Mike Keating. In the photo, standing, left to right, Vice Regent 

Monica Veik; Father Keating; Regent Rose M. Braun; Financial 

Secretary Barb Cave; and Treasurer Mary Ann Schmidt. Sitting, left 

to right, new members Annette Byler, Ann Kudron, Joyce Hiemer 

and Jackie Olson. The statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary on the 

table was made and donated to Court Little Flower by CDA member 

Rose Geilinkirchen, now deceased.

Bottom row, left to right, Lois Schreck, Jo Ann Anderson, Darci 
Nemmers, Ginny Jones, Joan Hisler, Bonnie Cahill, Linda Bradshaw, 
Marie Zakeer, Eileen Imming and Beulah Imming; second row, left 
to right, Rose Mary Ruddy, ceremonial coordinator; Connie Bruner, 
Mary Brezovan, Karen Lawler, De Anne Yetmar, Sue Thoma, Michele 
Gochee, Sandy Wilke and Dawn Simpson; top row, left to right, 
Etta Mae Blair, district deputy; Peg Jacobson, district deputy; Julie 
Heidenreich, recording secretary; Mary Ellen Murphy, Peggy Murphy, 
Kathleen Rehmann, Debra Lacina, Marlene Hanson, Marie Sheeder, 
regent; Doreen Coppinger, vice regent; Deb Kelleher, treasurer; and 
Christina Rosch, financial secretary.

IOWA COURT WELCOMES 18 NEW MEMBERS
Court Our Lady of Good Counsel #216, Fort Dodge, Iowa, 

welcomed 18 new members during the court’s November meeting. 

Ceremonial Coordinator Rose Mary Ruddy directed the reception. 

Mass was celebrated by Rev. Frank Lona with music provided by 

Joan Peterson, accompanied by Arlene Lindquist. After Mass, a 

delicious turkey dinner was served by court member Julie Ault 

Smith. Regent Marie Sheeder welcomed the new members by 

saying, “The court officers and I are extremely proud of our court 

and all our accomplishments. We continue to reach out to other 

Catholic women and offer them the friendships and spiritual 

benefits that we value as Catholic Daughters.

At the installation, surrounding a statue of the Blessed Mother 
are, left to right, Margaret Reiche, court advisor; Patricia Adams, 
Massachusetts second vice state regent and court advisor; Rev. Pinto 
Paul, C.S.C., court chaplain; Rachel Vieira, financial secretary; Elaina 
McDowell, recording secretary; Emma Fobean, vice regent; Ashley 
Faghan, regent; Jacqueline Lavin, court member; Helene Shepard; 
Maureen Trainor, Massachusetts state regent; Patricia McShane, 
state secretary; and Sister Ellen Powers, C.S.J., state spiritual advisor.

MASSACHUSETTS CAMPUS COURT  
INSTALLS NEW OFFICERS
New officers for Campus Court Stonehill College #2623, 

Easton, Massachusetts, were installed at the gathering of the 

Massachusetts State Court. The meeting was held in the Father 

Patrick Peyton Center at Holy Cross Family Ministries in Easton, 

Massachusetts. Officers were presented by Helene Shepard, 

national regent-elect and Massachusetts state supervisor. 
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Court Assumption Receives New Members

NEW YORK COURT RECEIVES  
NEW MEMBERS ON JCDA DAY
Court Assumption #690, Maybrook, New York, received 11 new 

members on JCDA Day. A beautiful Mass was celebrated by Rev. 

Dan O’Hare, court chaplain, at the Church of the Assumption. 

Over many years Father Dan has been very supportive of Catholic 

Daughters. There were nine 4th Degree Knights of Columbus from 

New Windsor and Newburgh at this celebration. The following 

ladies were received: Sandra Alleyne, Carolyn Bedell, Kathleen 

Chrystal, Rose-Emma Klejbuk, Barbara Maher, Rosemarie Mc 

Grodarty, Rosemarie Nowinski, Amanda Raco, Christina Shand 

and Mae Nrosnan. In attendance were Helene Shepard, national 

regent-elect; Heather Rave, first vice state regent; and Joan Oram 

and Barbara Drew, district deputies. Karen Rave shared the day. 

Helene Shepard and Heather Rave were Lectors. Helene was also 

asked to be a Eucharistic Minister along with Patricia Walcott and 

Kathy Muir. A lovely reception followed the Mass. Fellowship was 

enjoyed by all. Court officers are: Kathy Muir, regent; Darlene 

Raessler, vice regent; Diane McElroy, recording secretary; Patricia 

Walcott, financial secretary; and Jane Schimpf, treasurer.

NEW YORK CATHOLIC DAUGHTER  
RECEIVES GOOD NEIGHBOR AWARD
Congratulations to Michelina (Mickey) Hawxhurst, past regent, Court Sacred Heart #370, 

Oyster Bay, New York, who received the Good Neighbor Award on behalf of St. Dominic 

Parish in Oyster Bay. She is the first Catholic Daughter to receive this honor. Michelina 

accepted it with other award recipients of all faiths within the community at the annual 

Interreligious and Human Needs Council dinner. In the photo are Michelina (holding her 

award) and the Rev. Scott Daniels, Associate Pastor of Sacred Heart Church.

Lola Schultz stands in church next to the sex trafficking poster board.

MINNESOTA LEGISLATIVE CHAIR  
CHALLENGES SEX TRAFFICKING
Lola Schultz, legislative chairperson of Court Joan of Arc #691, 

Blue Earth, Minnesota, has been educating the court, parish, and 

the public about sex trafficking and pornography.  In letters to the 

editors of newspapers she has given facts about sex trafficking 

and pornography and the connection between the two. She was 

active serving coffee and donuts after Masses during WRAP 

(“White Ribbons Against Pornography) weekend. According to 

its website, WRAP is “intended to educate the public about the 

extent of the pornography problem and what can legally be done 

to fight back against the flood tide of obscenity.” Lola and Cathy 

Stevermer made a very large poster board, which was on display 

for discussion, and white ribbons were passed out. After WRAP 

weekend the poster boards were on display at the public library 

for two weeks.

LOUISIANA COURT TAKES HOLY 
DOORS PILGRIMAGE
Over 100 members of Court St. Theresa of Avila 

#1955, Gonzales, Louisiana and their families 

attended a pilgrimage at St. Michael Archangel 

Catholic Church in Convent. The pilgrims gathered 

outside the Holy Doors and listened to a six minute 

reflection that explained the meaning of the Holy 

Doors and the indulgences offered. The journey 

through the doors was a beautiful procession as 

each personally reflected on God’s mercy. The 

court members will cherish this beautiful and 

spiritual experience that was shared by all.
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Left to right, Sister Mary Vianney Walsh, Shanna 
Thibodeaux and Court Chaplain Rev. Rommel Tolentino.

NINETY-FOURTH ANNIVERSARY FOR 
LOUISIANA COURT
Court Lady of the Lake #695, Lake Charles, Louisiana, 

celebrated its 94th Anniversary with Mass

followed by a banquet at which Sister Mary Vianney 

Walsh was guest speaker. During the festivities, 

Shanna Thibodeaux was announced as 2015 Daughter 

of the Year. Certificates for perfect attendance were 

presented to Karen Fills, Barbara Guillotte, Shanna 

Thibodeaux and Vida Trahan. Banquet Chairman 

Karen Fills was assisted by committee members Sue 

Burke, Barbara Guillotte and Mary Alice Lauw.A
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CALIFORNIA COURT CELEBRATES 60 YEARS
Court Our Lady of the Miracle #1707, Novato, California, celebrated its 60th anniversary with a special Mass at Our Lady of Loretto Church 

in Novato. Concelebrants were Rev. Brian Costello, pastor, and Court Chaplain Rev. Alejandro Madero. Court members participated in the 

Mass by reading the CDA Mission Statement, as lectors and Eucharistic gift bearers. Following Mass, court members and their families 

enjoyed brunch at a local restaurant. The court numbers 59 Catholic Daughters, three of whom are charter members.

National, state and court officers gather with Father Wilhelm at the foot of the altar 
during their 100th anniversary celebration.

NORTH DAKOTA COURT CELEBRATES  
CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY
Court St. Mary #268, Devils Lake, North Dakota, began its 100th anniversary 

with Mass celebrated by Rev. Chad Wilhelm assisted by deacon candidate 

Ken Severinson. A reception followed, beginning with a candlelight rosary 

led by past court regents Carol Kuntz, Brenda Regan, Char Kitsch, Shirley 

Uthke and Rosie Wentz. Guests included National Regent Shirley Seyfried; 

National Secretary-Treasurer Vickie Feist; North Dakota State Regent Kathy 

Kennedy; Regent Michelle DeFoe, and past national, state and court chaplain 

Rev. Michael Schommer. Past court regents and 50 year+ members recognized 

included Agnes Regan, MaryAnn Vansteenvort, Shirley Uthke, Mary Kitsch, 

Shirley Kitsch, Estella Garcia, Colleen Eresman, Jane Traynor, Genevieve 

Broden, Renilda Hanson and Delores Stromme. Elizabeth Schall was presented 

with her 50 year membership pin by National Regent Shirley Seyfried. 
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Court St. Rita Celebrates 95th Anniversary

NINETY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARIES FOR TWO PENNSYLVANIA COURTS
Two Pennsylvania courts celebrated their 95th anniversaries last fall. Court St. Teresa #562, Blairsville, and Court St. Rita #523, Tyrone, 

were instituted within 20 days of each other. In the photo, seen attending Court St. Rita’s anniversary celebration, are state and court 

representatives who honored the occasion with mass followed by a luncheon. Celebrating Court St. Teresa’s anniversary are, back 

row, left to right, Mary Ann Galonski, Theresa Shields, Georgeanna Beresnyak, Amelia Henigin, Rev. Stephen Bugay, Lisa McCann, 

Pennsylvania state treasurer, Barbara Kozar, Josephine Valenti and Peg Uncapher. Front row, left to right, Mary Jo Oppel, Dolores V Croyle, 

Anita Smith, Roberta Wasko, Lois Martin and Peg Rafferty, first vice state regent.

A
N

N
IV

E
R

S
A

R
IE

S

At a table during brunch after Mass at the Waterford Irish Pub are 
M. Joan McKenna, Father Raymond, Father Brian Clary, Father Hugh 
Clary and Past Massachusetts State Regent Judy Shooter. 

NINETY-FIVE YEARS FOR  
MASSACHUSETTS COURT
Thirty-five members and guests attended the 95th anniversary 

celebration of Court Brookline #488, Brookline, Massachusetts. 

The festivities included a Mass of thanksgiving celebrated by Rev. 

Brian Clary, court chaplain, concelebrated with two priests from a 

Catholic Daughter National Charity, Holy Cross Family Ministries, 

Rev. Wilfred “Willie” Raymond, C.S.C., president, and Rev. Hugh 

Clary. Over 150 letters and cards of congratulations were received 

by Court Regent and Past National Regent M. Joan McKenna. Father 

Willie thanked the court for helping to establish the “Catholic Guild 

of Actors” in Hollywood, where he was president for 20 years.

TWENTIETH 
ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATED BY 
CALIFORNIA COURT
Court Queen of the Americas 

#2418, Sylmar, California, 

honored its 20th anniversary 

with Mass celebrated by 

Monsignor Peter L. Amy, 

who has been chaplain since 

the court was instituted. A 

luncheon followed at the San 

Antonio Winery in Los Angeles. 

Among the many guests was 

California First Vice State 

Regent Mary Bernard.

Court St. Teresa Anniversary Celebration
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7 Secrets of Divine Mercy 
By Vinny Flynn
(Ignatius Press/Lighthouse Catholic Media, San Francisco, California, 2015) 
Reviewed by Peggy Eastman

Pope Francis declared that a Jubilee Year of Mercy 
would begin on Dec. 8, 2015, on the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception and the 50th anniversary 

of the closing of the Second Vatican Council. In this 
informative and inspiring book, author Vinny Flynn sets 
forth a guide to incorporating the concept of divine mercy 
into our daily lives. 

Flynn, who also wrote “7 Secrets of the Eucharist” and 
“7 Secrets of Confession,” explains that when we view the 
world through the lens of mercy, we see each person as 
precious in the sight of God and see our expressions of 
mercy as extending God’s love to His human children. Flynn, 
whose book has been endorsed by Baltimore Archbishop 
William E. Lori and many others, writes clearly in an 
accessible style that is free of jargon, while exploring some 
complex theological issues. The book is a journey through 
the steps needed to strive for holiness, and is under-girded 
by passages from the Scriptures and the “Catechism of the 
Catholic Church,” as well from the “Diary” of St. Faustina. 

Author Flynn helped edit the official English edition of 
the “Diary” of St. Faustina, and the cover of the book shows 
the original version of the Divine Mercy Image painted in 
1934 by Eugene Kazimierowski under the supervision of 
St. Faustina and her confessor, Blessed Michael Sopocko. 
The image shows Jesus clothed in white with his right hand 
raised in blessing and his left hand touching the area of his 
heart out from which rays of light and love flow. 

The Divine Mercy Image is a picture of the Lord as He 
appeared to St. Faustina in 1931. The Lord revealed to 
Faustina – who was canonized in 2000 by Pope John Paul 
II – that he wanted a painting made of Him according to the 
image she saw. The image is one of overflowing love and 
invitation: come to Me. 

The seven secrets of divine mercy are relatively simple, 
as outlined by Flynn’s chapters: 1. God has a plan for the 
world, a good-news plan of mercy; 2. Good enough isn’t 
good enough, but is nothing less than the holiness of 
God reflected in us; 3. The Divine Mercy Image is not just 
a picture of Jesus, but a summary of the whole Paschal 
mystery (the passion, death, resurrection and ascension 
of the Lord); 4. God loves backward, in that the greatest 
sinners have the greatest right to His mercy; 5. Prodigal, 

as in the parable of the prodigal 
son, doesn’t mean bad; 6. You 
should always pray now and 
then, which discusses the 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy (this 
devotion has been featured 
on EWTN); and 7. The goal is 
transfiguration – loving like 
God so we can participate in 
His divine plan and enter into the promise of the Trinity. 

We know from the Bible that God intends us to lead 
merciful lives; “Be merciful, as your Father is merciful,” 
states Luke 6:36. Just as God is our merciful Father, so we 
are called to emulate His mercy in our lives. We are to be like 
the father in the parable of the prodigal son, who forgave 
his errant younger son everything, rushed to welcome him 
and kiss him and planned a great feast of rejoicing at home 
to let this son know how much he was loved. Nothing the 
prodigal son did in the past mattered to this father. Just so, 
we are to show mercy and love to all the prodigal sons (and 
daughters) in our lives. 

I found this a comforting and hopeful book as well as 
an educational one. Vinny Flynn gives us something to 
strive for: a life of mercy, forgiveness and love that could 
be transformative if lived out by millions of faithful people. 
Imagine what living lives of mercy could accomplish on a 
large scale in a world that too often seems self-centered, 
violent, materialistic, technology-obsessed and cruel. What 
if millions committed to acts of mercy lived lives in which 
they comforted the afflicted, forgave offenses, instructed 
doubters in the Gospel message of love, fed the hungry, 
clothed the naked, welcomed the stranger, visited the ill 
and imprisoned, and prayed constantly? 

Pope Francis said, “It is absolutely essential for the 
Church and for the credibility of her message that she 
herself live and testify to mercy,” adding that mercy is “the 
beating heart of the Gospel.” Flynn’s message is that our 
lives can become more meaningful, useful and holy if we 
ourselves embrace the gift of divine mercy. Like the rays of 
light and love in the image of Jesus revealed to St. Faustina, 
Divine Mercy can flow from us as well to the needy in our 
world who so desperately need it.   
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Remember Christ’s love for you 
while praying this gorgeous rosary.  
Large pastel pearls of various colors on 
a gold-plated chain make up the length 
of the rosary.  The special crucifi x and 
centerpiece feature dogwood blooms 
that symbolize the Resurrection.  
The centerpiece shows a traditional 
shrouded, or Resurrection, cross 
symbolizing Jesus’ victory over death.

The Pastel Pearl Rosary will 
be sent to you in gratitude for your 
gift of $12 or more.  Your donation 
will support the ministries of the 
Missionary Oblates as we serve poor 
and needy people in our missions 
around the world.

Donate Now – Toll-Free At:
1-888-330-6264

Mon. – Fri. 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Central
Or Visit:  www.oblatesusa.org/ads

Follow us on Facebook
facebook.com/oblatesusaorg

Thank you for your 
generous support!

Find comfort knowing this 
beautiful rosary

is blessed by an Oblate.
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 Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate
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9480 N. De Mazenod Drive • Belleville, IL  62223-1160

  $12     $20     $25     $30       $45    $  
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Credit Card #                                                           
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Please send         Pastel Pearl Rosary(ies). 
#204635 ($12 suggested donation each)
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