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She is called to support individuals, 
families, and communities around the world 

as a missionary sister.

B R I D G E  T O  M I R A C L E S

With the help of Catholic Daughters like you, Laryn can 

    dedicate her life to spreading God’s word.
Ready to serve.  
Laryn Kocalik holds a degree in Biology and a heartfelt 
desire to serve our Lord as a member of Verbum Dei 
Missionary Fraternity.

Sadly, thousands of vocations are in jeopardy.
Many devout, educated young people like Laryn seek 
vocations to religious life and the priesthood each year.  
Many are highly accomplished professionals — all are 
ready to answer God’s call; but something stands in 
their way.

The problem?  
Religious institutions and seminaries rarely accept 
individuals burdened with outstanding educational 
loans.  This year, nearly half of all candidates in the U.S. 
will abandon their vocations for this very reason.

The good news is, Laryn’s vocation and many 
others can be saved! 
Since 2003, Labouré has helped deliver over 260 worthy 
young people to priestly and religious formation.  Will 
you join us in building a bridge to miracles?

    YES!  I will support educated, qualified young people seeking  
religious life through prayer and donations of:

    $25        $50         $100        $______ (your choice)

Donate at LaboureSociety.org or mail a tax-deductible donation to:
Labouré Society, 1365 Corporate Center Curve, Suite 104, Eagan, MN 55121

Help us deliver 
new Catholic 
vocations by 
making a 
tax-deductible 
donation today!

Donate today at www.LaboureSociety.org!  
(Or use the mail-in form below).
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National Regent’s Message

D
EAR SISTERS IN CHRIST, 

Happy New Year to everyone. I 

hope you had a very blessed and 

joyful Christmas. 

Dave and I have just returned from the 

wonderful pilgrimage to Rome, Medjugorje, 

and several places in between; read about 

the pilgrimage in an article in this issue. 

The highlights of our trip were the Masses 

everyday with all the pilgrims where we 

prayed for all our CDA sisters and their families, our visit 

to the Pontifical North American College, and the audience 

with Pope Francis. Before the audience, he rode right by 

us in his Pope-mobile. Another memorable experience for 

me was the Mass in the church in Ravna Gora, Croatia, in 

which my grandmother was baptized 119 years ago. The 

priest in the parish even found her Baptismal record in the 

church records. The last day of our pilgrimage we climbed 

Apparition Hill in Medjugorje. It was a very difficult, rocky, 

treacherous climb but one that I really wanted to make. 

However, it was more than I could possibly do alone but 

one of our pilgrim angels, Tim Meyer of North Dakota, 

helped me make the entire climb and down again. That 

was one of the beauties of this pilgrimage, pilgrims helping 

pilgrims, which we witnessed over and over again. Thank 

you to all the pilgrims for sharing in our rewarding journey. 

While we were in Rome, as most of you know, my 

sister, Judy, lost her hard-fought battle with cancer. 

Dave and I were able to fly back for the funeral and then 

rejoined the pilgrimage again in Venice. Thank you to 

all the pilgrims for your kind expressions of sympathy. 

Thank you also to everyone who sent cards, Masses 

and prayer offerings for my sister and our family. Your 

tremendous kindness is the wonderful sisterhood of 

Catholic Daughters about which we often speak. I cannot 

begin to adequately express our appreciation. 

Our theme this issue is Spirituality and Service. When we 

attended the Canonization Mass in Washington celebrated 

by Pope Francis, the Pope’s message was one telling us we 

should live joyful, meaningful, fulfilling lives. What does it 

mean to live such a life? Personally, I think it starts with a 

strong prayer life that brings us closer to God. 

Then, we listen as he tells us to follow Jesus 

command, “Whatever you do for the least of 

my brethren, you do for me.” How do we do 

that? Each of us does that in our own way, but 

if we are to follow Christ, we live our lives in 

service to others, knowing that every person 

for whom we extend our helping hand or 

show a kindness is our brother or sister in 

Christ. In canonizing St. Junipero Serra, the 

Pope talked about Father Serra’s motto by which he lived 

his life, “Keep moving forward.” He said we all must take 

that motto to heart and keep moving forward because the 

Lord is waiting, our brothers and sisters who need us are 

waiting, so he said “forward, let’s keep moving forward.” 

Thank you to all of the courts that are moving forward 

by starting new service projects and to all the courts that 

continue to move forward by the many outstanding service 

projects you do every year. 

We are gearing up for our National Convention, which 

will be held in the Wyndham Grand Hotel Downtown, in 

beautiful Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. More information can 

be found in this issue and in the convention mailing which 

you received in November with the National Quarterly. I 

hope many of you are planning to attend. It is a great way 

to pray with all of your CDA sisters as well as to learn more 

about and celebrate who we are. It is our CDA “family 

reunion” in which we get to renew all our friendships made 

in the past and meet many new forever friends. So make 

your plans; let’s make the 56th annual CDA convention, the 

biggest “reunion” ever!! 

Congratulations to all on the new courts, which you have 

instituted. It is not too late. Let’s all please try to make our 

goal of five new courts in every state. And our BOGO! goal 

is a critical one. We must increase our court numbers if we 

are to thrive as Catholic Daughters of the Americas. Thank 

you for all your efforts—keep up the good work. 

 

Peace and God bless, 

Shirley Seyfried 

National Regent

MISSION STATEMENT
Catholic Daughters of the Americas strives to embrace the principle of faith working through love in the 

promotion of justice, equality, and the advancement of human rights and human dignity for all.

Shirley Seyfried,
National Regent
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National Chaplain’s Message

M
Y DEAR SISTERS IN CHRIST 

JESUS OUR LORD, 

We all need heroes. We need 

people in our lives to show us virtue in an 

extraordinary way so that we may live the 

virtues in our ordinary way. I believe that 

this is why Christ Jesus calls some people to 

Consecrated Life. 

Our brothers and sisters who live as 

Religious Brothers and Sisters are called 

to radical holiness for the sake of the Church. They may 

serve as teachers and health care providers, laborers or 

contemplatives, but they do so in a different manner 

from the rest of us. They conform their lives to Jesus’ 

example and live for Him in all things. Their vocation is 

more intensely and more visibly Christ-centered than the 

average. They are fewer in number than those in married 

life or single life. Consecrated religious are often less visible 

than those of us in Holy Orders, in some cases living in total 

separation from the rest of the world. And yet they serve a 

vital role in the life of the Church. They show us that heroic 

virtue is possible for us. 

The example of Consecrated Life reminds all of us 

to consecrate our lives to Christ ever more deeply. If a 

Benedictine monk can rise in the middle of the night for 

meditation on the Psalms, then surely I can rise a few 

minutes earlier each day to read and meditate upon Sacred 

Scripture. The cloistered life of the Poor Clares, totally 

dedicated to continuous prayer, can inspire me to offer each 

of my daily tasks as a holy labor of love. The poverty of the 

Little Sisters of the Poor can remind me to live in solidarity 

with those less fortunate than myself and to give of my 

gifts to serve Christ in the least of my brothers. Even the 

simplicity of a Capuchin robe can remind me to abandon 

the vanity of trendy fashion. Each manner of Consecrated 

Life, in its own way, gives us a vision of life more radically 

united to Jesus Christ the true model for us all. Each one 

shows us a glimpse of the heavenly Kingdom here on earth. 

Consecrated Life is Eucharistic. It is a sacrifice of the 

good things of this world for the sake of the greater things 

of heaven. In choosing celibate Chastity, religious men and 

women remind us that the true partner of our souls is the 

God who made us for Himself. In living a spirit of Poverty 

they show us the self-emptying of the God who gives us 

His Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity under the humble 

appearance of bread and wine. In the vow of Obedience 

we see the imitation of Christ who said “not my will, but 

Thine be done,” and took upon Himself the punishment for 

our sins. These three Evangelical Counsels 

are the daily offering of hearts united to the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

Consecrated Life is life for others. Whether 

lived in seclusion as a hermit, in community 

with other vowed Religious, or simply as one 

among those whom they serve, Religious 

Brothers and Sisters bring the love of God to 

us. They support us with their prayers and 

penances and, in many cases, with the sweat 

of their brows. They bake the hosts we use at Mass, tend the 

sick in our hospitals, and educate our youth in our schools. 

Indeed, the parochial school system of the United States 

would not exist without the initiative of saintly Religious 

Sisters. They have built and maintained much of the 

structures that allow us to bring people to God and to care 

for God’s people. I would bet almost every Catholic of my 

generation could point to at least one Brother or Sister who 

has been instrumental in bringing them to faith or keeping 

their faith alive. Consecrated Life consecrates ordinary life 

and consecrates our lives. 

We must continue to foster vocations to Consecrated 

Life in our parishes. Our children need to know that this 

vocational path is open to them and that we as communities 

of faith value our Consecrated Sisters and Brothers. The 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas have been very 

supportive of SOAR! to care for those who have given 

so much for the Church. We have begun to increase our 

support for the Labouré society to allow young men and 

women to pursue Religious Life free from financial burdens. 

These projects are praiseworthy efforts, but there is still 

more to do. I encourage each of you to personally thank 

the Consecrated Brothers and Sisters in your lives for their 

vocations. I ask you to offer Masses at your parishes for the 

intention of vocations to Consecrated Life. I urge you to ask 

your children and grandchildren if they have prayerfully 

considered Religious Life as their path to holiness and 

provide them with the chance to encounter Brothers and 

Sisters on a regular basis. 

We need the heroic example of Consecrated Life. The 

Church needs their vocations to support our vocations 

and they need our support too. May God doubly bless the 

Religious Sisters who support CDA. 

 

Peace in Christ, 

Father Matthew Kuhn 

National Chaplain

Father Matthew Kuhn,
National Chaplain
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Two years ago the Catholic Daughters made a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land. It was this experience 
that helped to bring the scriptures alive in our lives. 

This November 1st, sixty-two Pilgrims from all parts of our 
nation met at John F. Kennedy Airport in New York to visit 
the sites in Europe where Christianity took root. We had 
experienced the early history, and now we would follow the 
saints and the continuing growth in Church history. 

We arrived in Rome Fiumicino airport where we met our 
tour guides, Francesco and Davide. They remained with us 

for the two weeks. We soon boarded our private coaches 
and were headed toward the center of Rome. We were given 
“Whispers” or headsets, to hear the guides more clearly. 

On the first day, we toured the Colosseum which was 
known as the Flavian Amphitheater where ceremonies 
and games went on for 100 days. Father Alan Weilinski 
celebrated Mass on this first day at St. Paul Outside the 
Walls Basilica. We walked through the Roman Forum 
and had the opportunity to visit the Palatine Hill which 
overlooks the Roman Forum on one side and the Circus 

Helene Shepard | National Regent-Elect

PILGRIMAGE TO 

Rome AND Medjugorje



Maximus on the other. After Mass we made our way to the 
Hotel, The Church Palace for a lovely dinner and a well-
deserved night of rest. 

Day two began with a guided tour of the Catacombs of St. 
Calixtus. They originated about the middle of the second 
century and occupy an area of ninety acres. Within it is a 
network of galleries about twelve miles long, in four levels, 
more than twenty meters deep. In it are buried martyrs, 
sixteen popes and many Christians. It is just one of the 
catacombs on the Apian Way. 

We had a guided tour of the Basilica of St. John Lateran 
where we had the privilege of attending Mass. It is the 
pope’s cathedral church where you can find the relics of 
Peter and Paul under the main altar. It is the oldest and 
ranks first among the five Papal Basilicas of the world. The 
Basilica is in the city of Rome outside the boundaries of 
Vatican City. 

We went across the street to view the Holy Staircase 
which was believed to be in Pilate’s house. That day we also 
toured The Church of St. Mary Major which contains a relic 
from the manger and is dedicated to Our Lady. A lovely walk 
brought us to the Trevi Fountain and later to Piazza Navona, 
the Pantheon, and the Spanish Steps. 

The next day, after a very early rising, we prepared for 
the Audience with Pope Francis in St. Peter’s Square. It 
was worth waiting for hours to be in the presence of such 
a holy man. After lunch we toured the Vatican Museum, the 

Sistine Chapel, and St. Peter’s Basilica. These proved to be 
breathtaking experiences. 

We then attended Mass at the Pontifical North American 
College. This was very special because this is one of our 
CDA Projects. The main celebrant was Bishop Donald 
Kettler, Bishop of St. Cloud, Diocese in Minnesota. The 
concelebrants were Father Alan and Father Scott. All 
are from Minnesota. A lovely reception was provided 
for us, and National Regent, Shirley Seyfried made the 
presentation of $10,000 to the Vice Rector and the Rector 
Rev. Msgr. Checchio, in the name of Catholic Daughters. 
The evening ended with a tour given by the Seminarians 
and participation in Night Prayer. On a personal note, I was 
happy to see Ryan Muldoon from my diocese. A good day 
was had by all. 

The fourth day we headed for Orvieto. We rode on 
the Funicular up the 1,000 foot rock formation. A gothic 
cathedral was at the top of this formation. We had a guided 
tour of the famous Dome. The Corporal of Bolsena dates 
from a Eucharistic miracle in Bolsena, Italy, in 1263 when a 
consecrated host allegedly began to bleed onto a corporal, 
the small cloth upon which the host and chalice rest during 
the Canon of the Mass. The appearance of blood was 
seen as a miracle to affirm the Roman Catholic doctrine 
of transubstantiation which states that the bread and 
wine become the Body and Blood of Christ at the moment 
of consecration during the Mass. Today the Corporal of 
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Many of the pilgrims were able to enjoy a Gondola ride in Venice.  Pictured in this Gondola are Cathy Doll, Minnesota; Christine DeCarlo, 
Jacqueline DeCarlo and Patricia DeCarlo, New York; Lois Nelson, Minnesota, and Dee McBride, Texas.
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Bolsena is preserved in a rich reliquary at Orvieto in the 
cathedral. Orvieto for centuries served as a refuge for the 
popes in troubled times. 

Then it was off to Assisi where we spent the night and 
were ready for touring the next morning. Assisi is a town in 
Italy in the province of Perugia in the Umbria region. It was 
the birthplace of St. Francis, who founded the Franciscan 
religious order in the town in 1208, and St. Clare, the founder 
of the Poor Sisters, which later became the Order of Poor 
Clares after her death. We visited the Basilica of St. Mary 
of the Angels. The Basilica contains the Porziuncola chapel, 
constructed in part by St. Francis. Nearby marks the site 
where Francis surrendered to “Sister Death.” We attended 
Mass at St. Mary of the Angels Basilica and then proceeded 
to a lovely lunch at Ristorante Buca di San Francesco. 

Next, we headed for Pisa with its Leaning Tower, the most 
instantly identifiable landmark in the Western World. It is 
also on the list of endangered monuments. The tower is 
now leaning eleven feet off the vertical. We also saw Pisa’s 
sumptuous Duomo, known for its horizontal marble stripes, 
and the ornate Baptistery. 

Then on to Siena where we visited the home of St. 
Catherine. The church of San Domenico, which contains 

the only authentic portrait of Catherine in the chapel, is 
where she received the Dominican habit and where several 
of her miracles occurred. Here we celebrated Mass and also 
visited the Eucharistic Miracle at the Church of St. Francis. 

Florence is the capital city of the Italian region of Tuscany 
and of the province of Florence. We had early morning 
Mass at Holy Trinity Basilica.The walking tour began with 
a walk to the Accademia Gallery to see the Statue of David 
by Michelangelo, probably the most famous sculpture in 
the world. A walk through narrow ancient streets led us 
the Church of San Lorenzo. A Few steps away is Florence’s 
cathedral, the basilica of Saint Mary of the Flower, also 
known as the Duomo. Inside this impressive church 
are many works of art. Just outside is the San Giovanni 
Baptistery, one of the oldest of Florence. Right in front of 
it stands the campanile (bell tower) by Giotto, a slender 
structure that is a great example of Florentine Gothic 
architecture. We visited the Basilica of Santa Croce, the 
famous church where Dante, Michelangelo, Leonardo Da 
Vinci and many others are buried. 

We spent the night in the Hotel Mediterraneo. In the 
morning we were ready for the drive to Padua. We had Mass 
and then went on the guided walking tour which included 

National Regent-Elect Helene Shepard was very pleased to be able to 
visit with Seminarian Ryan Muldoon, who is from her home diocese 
in New York, at the Pontifical North American College. 

The members of the National Board who were on the pilgrimage are pictured with 
Monsignor James Checchio, Rector of the Pontifical North American College.  Left to right 
are Second Vice National Regent Sherry Nilles, National Regent Shirley Seyfried, Monsignor 
James Checchio, National Regent-Elect Helene Shepard, First Vice National Regent Olga 
Samaniego, and National Director Joyce Ann Fleming.
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the Basilica of St. Anthony and a visit to his tomb. The 
evening was spent at the Hotel Antony. 

We enjoyed the excursion to Venice, known as ‘The Queen 
of the Adriatic.’ A unique position, the grace of her buildings, 
the changing colors, and not least the total absence of 
wheeled transport, make Venice the most charming and 
poetic city in the world. We had the wonderful opportunity to 
go on a gondola ride in the canal. It was most enjoyable. We 
took a private ferry to St. Mark’s Square. 

Our visit began at the Basilica of St. Mark. Golden mosaics 
from the Second Golden Age of Icons adorn this magnificent 
Byzantine basilica built to honor the body of St. Mark brought 
from Alexandria in Egypt. Popes John XXIII and John Paul I 
were Patriarchs of Venice. We visited the Piazza di San Marco 
and the Palazzo Ducale which is the palace of the Doge, the 
political leader of the Republic of Venice. 

Day ten we left for Rijeka – Ravna Gora – Zadar. We 
arrived in Rijeka and went on a tour of the Shrine of the 
Mother of God of Trsat. Rijeka is the principal seaport and 
the third-largest city in Croatia It is located on Kvarner Bay, 
an inlet of the Adriatic Sea According to legend, the angels 
carrying the house of Jesus’ mother from Nazareth rested 
here in the late 13th century before moving it to Loreto in 

Italy. Pilgrims started trickling into the chapel erected on 
the site, and then pouring in when the Pope donated an 
icon of St. Mary in 1367. 

Our Lady of Sinj is the title given to the painting of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mercy in Sinj, venerated as 
miraculous in the Cetina district. Mary is described as the 
queen of heaven and earth and set on the throne of “her 
goodness, love and charity.” The Sinj sanctuary is famous 
all around the world wherever there are Croats. 

We had Mass at St. Theresa of Avila in Ravna Gora which 
was a highlight for Shirley Seyfried and her sister Alice 
because this was the church where their grandmother was 
baptized in 1896. We were warmly welcomed by the pastor 
of the parish. Shirley was the lector and Alice distributed 
the Precious Blood. 

Mass at St James Church – Medjugorje was said by the 
Cathedral’s Chaplain and concelebrated by five other priests 
including our own Father Alan. Medjugorje is a town located 
in the Herzegovina region of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
southwest of Mostar and close to the border of Croatia. Since 
1981, it has become a popular site of Catholic pilgrimage 
due to reports of alleged apparitions of the Virgin Mary to 
six local Catholics. The name Medjugorje literally means 

Left to right Alice Halpin, sister of National Regent Shirley Seyfried, Father 
Alan Wielinski and National Regent Shirley Seyfried in the beautiful St. Terezija 
Avilska Catholic Church in Ravna Gora, Croatia, where Shirley and Alice’s 
grandmother was baptized in 1896.

The Pilgrimage ended with a wonderful dinner followed by the presentation 
of monetary gifts to the guides, bus drivers, and Father Wielinski for their 
wonderful guidance through the entire pilgrimage. A beautifully decorated cake 
was provided by the Pilgrim Office, and the evening ended with a thanksgiving 
prayer for a very successful pilgrimage.
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“between mountains.” Walking up the side of the mountain 
was an experience that will not be forgotten. 

We walked more than ten thousand steps each day, 
and we ate our way through Italy. Hopefully, the walking 
balanced out the food intake. We prayed the Rosary on our 
bus remembering all the people that we promised to pray 
for while we were on this pilgrimage. 

All of the homilies delivered by Father Alan were 
outstanding and had special meaning for us. In one homily 
his message was, Behold the Kingdom of God. This Mass 
was an opportunity to celebrate and be thankful for all the 
ways we experienced God’s Kingdom on this pilgrimage. 
To be sure, in all our special moments of prayer at daily 
Mass which included praying in historic churches each day 
and reciting the Rosary on the bus, we were very aware of 
our Catholic heritage. The Kingdom of God is among us as 
we witnessed in the sharing of interesting conversation, 
the making of new friends as we shared fellowship over 
pasta and vino. Indeed God has given us more than our 
daily bread! 

Shirley Seyfried our National Regent and her husband 
Dave shared with us how they felt God’s presence as they 
flew home for the funeral for Shirley’s sister. They were 
lifted up by our prayers and love. They safely returned to 

complete the pilgrimage. They met us on Monday in Padua. 
We were very moved by the magnificent churches we 

visited, the glorious art work and paintings we saw, and 
our close contact with the lives of the saints, all reminding 
us of our rich Catholic heritage. 

We have known God’s presence in the hard work, 
the attentiveness and kindness of our tour guides. The 
Kingdom of God was experienced in a special way in St. 
Peter’s Square through our encounter with Christ’s Vicar on 
Earth, Pope Francis, and in the great and joyful gathering of 
believers in the Square. Then again it was experienced as 
we visited the Pontifical North American College and saw 
the fruits of our prayerful and financial support of these 
young seminarians. 

We’ve traveled thousands of miles and the Kingdom of 
God has been among us and within us all along the way. We 
experienced the presence of the Kingdom at Medjugorje. 
It is a place of prayer and encounter with the Virgin Mary. 
Mary always leads us to her Son. The Son always points us 
to the goodness and mercy of the Father and His merciful 
Kingdom. So with gratitude for all that has been and also 
with the anticipation of more blessed, Kingdom moments 
let us continue to pray through the intercession of Mary for 
each other. 

Pilgrims climbed the difficult, rocky Apparition Hill where the Blessed Mother is said to have appeared to six children.  After about every 50 
yards, the group stopped to pray a mystery of the rosary.  By the time they reached the top, they had prayed the entire rosary.



“A compelling personal narrative with pierc-
ing observations from her work in women’s 
media. A book you can’t put down.” 

—Jennifer Fulwiler, Author, 
Something Other Than God

“Subverted is a game changer for our cul-
ture, and in particular, for women.”

—Abby Johnson, Author, Unplanned

“What a romp - through the offi ces, the 
backrooms, and even the personal lives that 
brought you the sexual revolution!”

 —Helen Alvare, Professor of Family Law, 
George Mason University

“Here are two books, two stories in one. 
The fi rst opens your heart, the second opens 
your eyes.”  —Peter Kreeft, Ph.D., 

Professor of Philosophy, Boston College

“This is a courageous book!”
—Vicki Thorn, Founder, Project Rachel

P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522 1 (800) 651-1531

www.ignatius.com

ADAM AND EVE 
AFTER THE PILL

Mary Eberstadt
AEAP-P. . . Sewn 
Softcover, $15.95

UNPLANNED 
Abby Johnson

UNP-P . . .  Sewn 
Softcover, $14.99

REDEEMED 
BY GRACE

Ramona Trevino 
RBG-H . . .  Sewn 
Hardcover, $17.95  

RELATED TITLES FROM IGNATIUS PRESS

HIJACKED
How the Women’s Movement

Got HIJACKED

SUE ELLEN BROWDER is a freelance writer 
who has appeared on Oprah, the Today Show, 
and hundreds of radio talk shows. Her work for 
Cosmopolitan, New Woman, Woman’s Day, 
and other magazines has given her a lifetime 
of experience with the women’s movement as 
it unfolded in the media.

 SUBVERTED - How I Helped the Sexual Revolution 
Hijack the Women’s Movement  Sue Ellen Browder 

Contraception and abortion were not originally part of the 1960s 
women’s movement. How did the women’s movement, which 

fought for equal opportunity for women in education and the work-
place, and the sexual revolution, which reduced women to ambitious 
sex objects, become so united? 
 In Subverted, Sue Browder documents for the fi rst time how it all 
happened, in her own life and in the life of an entire country. Trained to 
be an investigative journalist, Browder unwittingly betrayed her true 
calling and became a propagandist for sexual liberation. As a staff  writer 
for Cosmopolitan magazine, she wrote pieces meant to soft-sell unmarried 
sex, contraception, and abortion as the single woman’s path to personal 
fulfi llment. 
 The thirst for truth, integrity, and justice for women that led Browder 
into journalism eventually led her to fi nd forgiveness and freedom in the 
place she least expected. Her in-depth research, probing analysis, and 
honest self-refl ection set the record straight and illumine a way forward 
for others who have suff ered from the unholy alliance between the 
women’s movement and the sexual revolution.
ISBN 978-1-58617-796-6 · 235 pages · Sewn Hardcover · $22.95

“A window into our uniquely disturbed historical 
era. Generations of readers will turn to Subverted 
when they want to know what turned the tide.”

—Jennifer Roback Morse, Ph.D. President, the Ruth Institute
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Joyful
When I was a child growing up in grade school, I 

remember going through a phase of being so 
afraid of not being holy enough or of not seeming 

serious enough to be considered holy. I shouldn’t laugh too 
loudly, or scream too enthusiastically at games, or dance 
too wildly—none of which would be considered spiritual 
behavior, and all such behavior would be decidedly unholy. 
Then one remarkable afternoon at P.E., Sr. Petronella, my 
very tall, (or maybe I was very short) very dignified, seventh 
grade teacher, did something unfathomable. She hiked up 
the long, black skirt of her habit a bit, (and revealed that 
she had ankles) rolled up her long, wide, black sleeves, 
hefted a baseball bat over her right shoulder, and hit a 
home run in a game against the seventh grade boys. I can 
still remember my sense of disbelief and almost horror as I 
watched her run those bases. What was she thinking? Was 
God watching? Yikes!! Nuns can’t do that!!! It was on that 
day that I began to understand that being spiritual didn’t 
mean having to be sad or somber or terminally dignified. 
One didn’t have to walk around with hands folded and eyes 
downcast. Most importantly, being spiritual didn’t mean 
never experiencing joy. In fact, when Jesus explains in the 
Gospel of John that he loves us as the Father loves him, he 
goes on to say, “I have told you this so that my joy might be 
in you and your joy might be complete.” (15:11) The Gospel 
message is a message of joy. How wonderful that we are so 
loved by God!! God’s love and the life He gives us are gifts 
that we are meant to enjoy and share with others. The spirit 
that Jesus shares with each of us is a joyful spirit. 

So now the question is, should this joyful spirituality 
affect how we serve? It should affect our service most 
profoundly. Our decision to live a life of service is a 
response to the gift of God’s love. The people we serve 
need to see a sense of joy within us. They need to see 
God’s love reflected in each of us. We will not be good 
witnesses of our faith in Christ if we are fearful or anxious 
or at odds with each other. Additionally, if we are inviting 
new members to join us, we need to be the kind of women 
they want to be around, or they will choose to stay far, far 
away from CDA. If the hallmark of your court currently is 
disharmony, if you are having a hard time getting members 
to participate in your projects because of hurt feelings 
or anger, or if cliques are dividing your court, it might be 
time to put outside service aside for a bit and work on your 
members’ relationships with God and with each other. 
Bring in a speaker for a retreat, or schedule a reconciliation 
service for members that ends or begins with the actual 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Participate as a court in the 
celebration of the Eucharist and in Eucharistic Adoration. 
Pray together and invite Jesus to heal each member and to 
help each member forgive. Allow Jesus to be the center and 
the heart of the court once more. St. Paul advises us to, “…
pursue what leads to peace and to build up one another.” 
(Romans 14: 19) Find your joy—it is vital that you make 
finding your joy your priority in the new year. St. Mother 
Theresa understood the importance of joy when she said, 
“Joy is prayer—Joy is strength– Joy is Love—Joy is the net of 
love by which you can catch Souls.”  

Olga Samaniego | Spiritual Enhancement Chairman

HAVING A

SPIRIT



Hawthorne brings you a classic presentation of the 

Christmas Tree and Nativity scene ... a tradition that 

dates back to the 16th century now made even more 

beautiful by the inspiration of Thomas Kinkade. From 

the figurines, Angel ornaments and Holy Crèche—all 

masterfully handcrafted and hand-painted in Thomas 

Kinkade’s signature color palette—to the 50 mini-lights 

glittering amongst its life-like frosted pine boughs, 

Hawthorne’s “Blessed Nativity” Christmas Tree 
Collection Inspired by Thomas Kinkade is destined 

to become part of all your Christmases to come! 

A Superb Value Available ONLY 
from Hawthorne Village

Your collection begins with “The Holy Family” 

that can be yours for only $59.97 payable in 

three easy installments of $19.99, the first billed 

before shipment. Subsequent shipments, each 

billed separately at the same low price, will 

arrive about every other month. This includes 

your 3 foot pre-lit frosted Christmas tree, 

Holy Crèche, Angel ornaments, additional 

Nativity figurines and the FREE snowy 

white tree skirt with silver trim included 

with Shipment Three. You may cancel 

at any time and your satisfaction is 

assured with our best-in-the-business 

365-day guarantee. 

Not available in any store. Act now! 

Strong demand is expected. You need 

send no money now. Simply complete 

and mai l  the  Reservat ion 

Application today!

Stands 
3 Feet Tall!

*Plus $9.99 shipping and service. Please allow 4-6 weeks after initial payment for shipment. 
Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance. 

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City

State                               Zip

E-Mail

 917944-E41501

9210 Maryland Street ·  Ni les,  IL 60714-1322

RESERVATION APPLICATION                                PLEASE RESPOND PROMPTLY

YES! Please reserve the “Blessed Nativity” Christmas Tree Collection 

Inspired by Thomas Kinkade  for me as described in this announcement.                               

SEND NO MONEY NOW

A Exclusive First Ever 
with Lights, Movable Nativity 

Figurines & Angel Ornaments!

Sculpted angels fl oat 
among the branches.

(shown smaller than 
actual size of 3.5"!)

Shipment Two
3 foot Pre-lit 

Frosted 
Christmas Tree

�

Shipment 
Three

Crèche, 3 
Lambs & FREE 

Tree Skirt
�

Shipment One The Holy Family �

©Hawthorne Village  14-01786-001-BI

Shown smaller than actual size. 

Tree measures approx. 3 ft. tall.

www.bradfordexchange.com/BlessedNativity
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Court Ludington #745, Luddington, Michigan, 
has completed the new charitable project challenge 
requested by our National Regent Shirley Seyfried, 
“What you do for the least of my brothers you do 
for me.” Our project was at the Pere Marquette 
Catholic Cemetery. Burying and caring for the dead 
is a Corporal Work of Mercy. 

This spring a group of Catholic Daughters planted 
flowers around the statue of Mary along with 
watering and caring for the petunias throughout the 
summer. 

In the fall, another group met and prepped and 
painted the retaining wall at the entrance. We had 
a beautiful sunny warm day for our project. As we 
did our work, we shared stories about relatives 
buried in the cemetery. This also led to a heartfelt 
discussion about our own plans for our death and 
burial. It is good to make plans and let our families 
know our final wishes. We are grateful for our faith 
and the many graces we can obtain on our death 
and funeral rituals through our Holy Mother Church. 

Rosemarie DeLoof, Regent   

Left to right, Rosemarie DeLoof, Sue Eriksen, Betsy VonSprecken 
and Kay Hemmer.

P.J. Albro and Kay Hemmer.



Who will 
take care   

of you?
There are several 

Group Insurance Programs 
available to members of the 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas®

to help insure your future.

• Group Cancer Expense

• Personal Travel Accident Insurance

• Long Term Care Insurance

• Group Life Insurance

• Medicare Supplement Insurance

and more!

To receive complete information about the Catholic Daughters of the Americas recommended Insurance Plans for you or a loved one, return this
form to: Robinson-Kramer Incorporated, Catholic Daughters Insurance Plan Administrator, 14325 Willard Road, Suite 203, Chantilly, VA 20151-2199

Name __________________________________________________________Date of Birth (Mo/Day/Year)_________________

Spouse’s Name (if applicable) ___________________________________________Date of Birth (Mo/Day/Year)_________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________________________________________

State ______________________________________ Zip ______________________________

Phone Number ________________________________________________________________
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Helene Shepard | National Regent-Elect, National Leadership Chairman

• Values diverse opinions.
A servant leader values everyone’s contributions and seeks 

out opinions of the members. It is for this very reason that we 
have State and National Conventions so all the members can 
participate in the dialogue. CDA is guided by input from its 
members. Will you be in Pittsburgh in July 2016? 

• Cultivates a culture of trust.
A leader does not participate in nor allow gossip in her 

presence. In this way members develop a sense of trust in 
the leader.

• Develops other leaders.
A leader teaches others to lead, providing opportunities 

for growth and demonstrating by example. That means that 
a leader is not always leading but allows others in the court 
to lead. Catholic Daughters mentor other members so that 
they may become officers.

• Helps members with life issues.
The leader’s role goes beyond merely conducting 

business meetings. She also must provide opportunities 
for personal growth and development. Catholic Daughters 
enjoy the benefits and support of “Sisterhood.”

• Encourages.
The hallmark of a servant leader is encouragement. This 

type of leader says, “Let’s go do it,” not, “You go do it.” 

Catholic Daughters lead by example. She is the first to 
offer praise for a job well done or sometimes merely for the 
effort shown.

• Sells instead of tells.
It is a style all about persuading, not commanding. 

Catholic Daughters motivate members to participate in the 
spiritual and social activities.

 
• Thinks “you” not “me.”

There is a selfless quality about a servant leader. Catholic 
Daughter leaders reach out not only to those in need in the 
community but also within her court. She knows her members 
and the struggles some of them face and is there with support. 
She fulfills the words of Matthew 25:40, “Whatever you do to 
the least of my brethren, you do for me.”

• Thinks Long Term. 
While doing the best job she can during her term in 

office, the leader is also planning with her officers, for the 
future and her successor. She sets up policies and practices 
that will facilitate the new board as they take office.

• Acts with humility.
The leader does not use her title to show who is in 

charge. Setting an example of service, the servant leader 
understands that it is not about the leader, but about others. 
Catholic Daughters show compassion for their members.

To Lead
is to Serve

Good strong leaders in the Catholic Daughters of the Americas can exert more influence than they realize on other 
members not only within their courts but also in society. True leaders not only serve, but they also give to others.

We can ask ourselves, “What does it means to be a servant leader in the Catholic Daughters of the Americas” Our 
response will sound something like the following.

A servant leader is one who:
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As a CDA leader, you need to choose opportunities where 
you will make a difference and an impact. Knowing you 
have made a difference energizes you no matter how hard 
you might be working. When you volunteer for something 
you are passionate about, you give yourself a gift. 

The bottom line is you need to demonstrate your 
leadership by serving and making a difference in the 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas in your local court or in 
the state court. You get to choose where and how, but you 
need to choose now.

There are so many ways to serve, but we must 
remember that we all have different vocations, or calls. 
Our organization is strong and growing because so many 
wonderful women have answered the call to leadership. 
Those who do respond are given support and training and 
are provided with tools to help them ease into their roles.

We have Pope Francis as the ultimate example of a servant 
leader. The first move of his Papacy, taking the name Francis, 
is indicative of the leadership style we should expect out 
of Pope Francis in the future. By choosing the name Francis 
after St. Francis of Assisi, the Pope revealed his intention 
to promote simplicity, the protection of the poor, humility, 
and most importantly, the rebuilding of the Church. Pope 
Francis has already actively demonstrated this intention 
by celebrating Mass in a prison, choosing not to live in the 
opulent papal palace, and making clear his intention to act 
in a decisive manner with regards to the corruption and 
sexual abuse that has recently plagued Catholic priests and 
the Vatican. Pope Francis will exhibit leadership through his 

humility and simplicity. As a servant leader, Pope Francis is 
an exemplar to emulate for all Catholics and especially the 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas.  

“Setting an example of service,  
the servant leader understands  
that it is not about the leader,  

but about others.”

Request a FREE Wills Kit  
from Catholic Relief Services.  
Learn what you need to know  
before you see an attorney.

CALL: 800-235-2772

will?
THINKING  
ABOUT A

A CATHOLIC DAUGHTER NATIONAL CHARITY

Wills Kit Ad FR1608 A.indd   1 11/19/15   2:36 PM
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By Regent Priscilla “Pat” Muna | Our Lady of Camarin Court, Hagatna, Guam

National Regent Visits Guam

Several members of the Guam 
Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas were at the A.B. 

WonPat Guam International Airport 
during the wee hours of the morning 
of October 18 to welcome our 
National Regent Shirley Seyfried, 
accompanied by her husband David, 
who traveled from their home in 

Minnesota to visit with the members 
of the Catholic Daughters from the 
three (3) Courts in Guam, and to 
join them in celebrating the 112 year 
anniversary of National Catholic 
Daughters Day on October 18th. 

As in years past, Guam CDA Courts 
namely, Our Lady of Camarin #2047, 
Tamuning, Maria Rainan Y Familia 

#2450, Tamuning and Santa Barbara 
#2655, Dedado, gathered together for 
a joint celebration of this very ‘special 
day’ which actually took place on 
Sunday, October 18, 2015, beginning 
with the Eucharistic Celebration in 
the Dulce Nombre de Maria Cathedral 
Basilica in Hagatna, Guam. In 
commemoration of this day, not only 

National Regent Shirley Seyfried and her husband Dave were met at the airport by welcoming CDA members, left to right, Dora Salazar, Elizabeth 
Untalan, Annie Unpingco, National Regent Shirley Seyfried, Rosanna Lastimoza, Dave Seyfried, Rose Charfauros and Louise Rivera.
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did we focus on agendas planned, 
but more importantly recognizing 
the presence of our National Regent 
Shirley Seyfried, who, despite her 
busy schedule, was able to reserve 
prime time to travel thousands of 
miles across the Pacific Ocean to visit 
with our Courts for the first time. The 
main item on the agenda on October 

l8th was the Mass, which took place 
in the Basilica and was celebrated by 
our Archbishop Anthony S. Apuron, 
assisted by our Courts’ Spiritual 
Director Monsignor Brigido Arroyo. 
Joining us as we processed to the 
reserved front pew led by the Knights 
of Columbus was our National Regent 
dressed in her official robe. It was a 

spectacular and joyous moment for 
our members. 

Group photos with the National 
Regent, Archbishop and Spiritual 
Director were taken, and followed 
by a Brunch/Lunch reception in the 
Marianas Ballroom at the Hilton 
Resort and Spa, the same hotel where 
the National Regent and husband 

Members of Courts Our Lady of Camarin #2047, Tamuning, Maria Rainan Y Familia #2450, Tamuning, and Santa Barbara #2655, Deldado, pose 
for a picture following Mass in the beautiful Dulce Nombre de Maria Cathedral Basilica in Hagatna, Guam, celebrated by Archbishop Anthony S. 
Apuron, Archbishop of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Agaña, to celebrate CDA Sunday, on October 18, 2015.
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roomed throughout their stay. Before 
the meal was served, our Spiritual 
Director led the invocation. Serving 
as our main speaker was our National 
Regent. who shared inspiring words 
of wisdom and valuable information. 
There was so much merriment, 
interaction and socializing with the 
National Regent. Included was a 
special entertainment performed by 
a young man named “Matua” whose 
mother is a member of Court Our Lady 
of Camarin, and the grandmother, 

Connie Cruz, immediate Past Regent 
of the same Court. The group singing 
and door prize drawings drew much 
excitement from all those present. 

The weather condition wasn’t at its 
best, but despite the situation, it did 
not dampen or deter the sightseeing 
and touring to witness the beauty of our 
island and feel the hospitality which is 
testimony to our CDA members. The 
National Regent took time following 
lunch to meet with the leaders of the 
three Courts and opened a dialogue to 

share ideas and to hear any concerns 
that we have. The session proved very 
informative, and it will assist in any 
encounters as we forge ahead in the 
accomplishment of our Courts’ goals 
and objectives. Their stay ended on 
Monday morning following breakfast 
with several members bidding them 
farewell as they journeyed back home 
to Minnesota. We love you Worthy 
National Regent Shirley Seyfried, 
and thanks a million times for this 
wonderful visit.  

Members of Court Santa Barbara #2655 at the banquet with National 
Regent Shirley Seyfried and her husband, Dave.  To Shirley’s left is 
Court Regent, Evangeline Cepeda.

Members of Court Our Lady of Camarin #2047 following Mass.  Regent 
Priscilla Muna is on the left of National Regent, Shirley Seyfried.  To 
Shirley’s right is Vice Regent Annie Unpingco.  Madeleine Bordallo, 
Member of the U. S. House of Representatives from Guam’s At-Large 
district is a member of Court Our Lady of Camarin and can be seen 
second from the left of Regent Priscilla Muna.

Members of Court Maria, Rainan Y Familia #2450, Tamuning, Louise 
Rivera, regent. Back row, officers left to right, Rose Charfauros, treasurer, 
Louise Rivera, regent, Shirley Seyfried, national regent, Rosanna 
Lastismoza, vice regent, and Karen Sablan, recording secretary.

Pictured are five of the Charter members of Court Our Lady of 
Camarin #2047, the first Catholic Daughters court in Guam. They are: 
front seated is Lillian Dizon. Standing (L/R):  Imelda Gines, National 
Regent, Shirley Seyfried, Lourdes Camacho (former First Lady of 
Guam), Patricia Guerrero and Virginia L-T. Unpingco.



¡Se habla español!
At National Headquarters, our goal is to create Spanish versions of as
many items as is feasible. We are off to a good start! 

The following items are now available in a Spanish language version:

  You Are Invited to Join                         Pack of 25 is $4.50 Item #174SP

  Local Court Chaplain Guide                                     $1 each Item #165SP

                                                                                Pack of 50 is $15 Item #165PackSP

  Spiritual Enhancement Brochure   Pack of 25 is $4.50 Item #183SP

  JCDA Brochure                       Pack of 25 is $4.50 Item #JCDA-01SP

  Resolution of Condolence                                        $12 each Item #150SP

  Member of Distinction Proclamation           $12 each Item #149SP

Next up will be the Unity & Charity brochure and the new CDA Info Flyer.

Check the CDA Store at catholicdaughters.org often to see what we
have translated. ¡Gracias!



56th BIENNIAL  
NATIONAL CONVENTION 

Sherry Nilles  |  National Convention Chairman 

PITTSBURGH PENNSYLVANIA 

JULY 18-24, 2016

OF THE CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS 
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Dear CDA Members, 
The 56th Biennial National Convention will 

be held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the city of 
ninety neighborhoods, great food, outdoor adventure, a 
thriving cultural district and a sports lover’s dream. Three 
rivers, the Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohio, circle the 
city. The dates for the Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
Convention will be July 20-24, 2016. 

Plan on arriving early to enjoy the informational 
tours all day Sunday, July 17, and Monday July 18 with 
half day tours on Tuesday, July 19. Tuesday afternoon, 
educational workshops will be presented at the convention 
headquarters, the Wyndham Grand Hotel Downtown. 
Renewing friendships, special Masses, inspirational prayer 
services and learning more about CDA are all part of the 
convention. Take this time to enjoy your connection to God 
and your Sisters In Christ. 

The Pennsylvania Convention Committee, under the 
direction of Peggy Guckin, State Regent of Pennsylvania, is 
working diligently to ensure your stay in The City of Bridges 
will be the experience of a lifetime. Come and experience 
this City of Champions. Visit the Duquesne Incline, the 
Andy Warhol Museum, one of many museums of American 
history and enjoy the beautiful countryside covered with 

stately trees. Did you know that this is the home of Mr. 
Rogers’ Neighborhood? 

Enjoy the many firsts of Pittsburgh; the first cable 
suspension bridge, the first oil well, the first commercial 
plate glass manufacturer, the first Ferris Wheel, the first 
polio vaccine, and the city that created the first Big Mac! 

Arrive early or stay after the convention and bring the 
whole family. Enjoy a “taste” of the history in the area. 
Taste Little Italy with samplings of pizza, pasta or biscotti in 
the Bloomfield neighborhood. Visit the North Side for rich 
German foods such as German pretzels, potato pancakes, 
and the local farmer’s market. Don’t forget the Strip District 
Market with samples of Italian pastries, Mediterranean 
and Polish specialties, European meats, and French 
bread. Finish your stay with a visit to the Lawrenceville 
neighborhood; tour and enjoy funky art, friendly locals, 
Greek specialties, cupcakes, Italian pastries, coffee, and 
one of the ‘Burgs best dogs. 

Convention packets were mailed in November. Be sure to 
return your delegate forms and look for more convention 
details in this issue and the spring edition of SHARE 
magazine. I am looking forward to greeting each of you as 
you arrive at the Wyndham Grand Downtown Hotel. 

See you in Pittsburgh!  

SAVE THE DATE • SAVE THE DATE • SAVE THE DATE • SAVE THE DATE • SAVE THE DATE • SAVE THE DA
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Sunday, July 17
Registration and Tours

Monday, July 18
Registration and Tours

Tuesday, July 19
Registration, Tours in the AM
1:00-2:30 PM     CDA workshops
3:00-4:30 PM     CDA workshops
Choir Practice late afternoon
Committee Meetings late afternoon
7:00 PM             Concert featuring 

Michael O’Brien

Wednesday, July 20
7:30-8:30 AM     Adoration and Holy Hour
9:00 AM             Opening Mass 

of the Convention
10:30 AM          Opening Session of the 

2016 Convention 
12:30  PM          Past National O�icers 

and Directors’ Luncheon
2:30 -5:00 PM    Business Session
7:00 PM              Candidates Night

Thursday , July 21
6:30 AM            Walk/Run for Love
7:30-8:30 AM    Adoration and Holy Hour
9:00 AM            Business Session
11:00 AM          Memorial Mass
12:30 PM           State and Territorial 

Regents’ Luncheon
2:30-5:00 PM     Business Session
6:00 PM             State Dinners

Friday, July 22
7:30-8:30 AM    Adoration and Holy Hour
9:00 AM            Business Session
11:00 AM          God and Country Mass
12:30 PM           Chaplains and 

Spiritual Directors’ Luncheon
2:30-5:00 PM     Business Session
6:30 PM             Pennsylvania Fun Night

Saturday, July 23
9:00 AM            Closing Business Session
10:45 AM          Retiring of the Colors
1:30 PM             Installation Mass
Appreciation Banquet in the evening
After Banquet Mass for those traveling

Sunday, July 24
9:00 AM Closing Mass

Basic Happenings at the Convention
(This is a tentative outline schedule, subject to change)

C
ofD A
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Sunday Tours
SUNDAY, JULY 17, 2016 

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania
Start at the Visitor’s Center to view 
the film “A New Birth of Freedom” 
about the Battle of Gettysburg and 
the American Civil War, followed by 
a box lunch, a tour of the battlefield 
with a licensed guide and a visit to the 
Eisenhower National Historic Site (the 
only home owned by President Dwight 
Eisenhower). 
Depart at 7:00 AM Return at 11:00 PM
6:30 PM return to Pittsburgh with a 
dinner stop (on your own) along the way
Cost: $105.00
Minimum number: 30

Sunday Matinee at the CLO Cabaret - 
Pittsburgh
39 STEPS – Hitchcock meets hilarious 
in this tony award-winning hit comedy!
This madcap comic thriller features a 
juicy spy story mixed with a dash of 
Monty Python mayhem. A young man 
bored with life falls in with a mysterious 
woman claiming to be a secret agent 
and soon he’s the target of a cross-
country manhunt with a shadowy 
organization called “The 39 Steps” 
on his trail. Four ridiculously talented 
actors take on over 150 roles in a plot 
packed with intrigue, international 
danger, an on-stage plane crash, 
old-fashioned romance, high-spirited 
comedy and a death-defying finale!
Board Bus 12:15 Lunch on your own from 
a wide menu at the theatre. 
Show run time 2 – 3:45 PM
Cost: $50.00
No Minimum number 

Sunday Dinner Cruise - Pittsburgh
Gateway Clipper Fleet
Looking for what to do in Pittsburgh to 
start a fantastic week? Come aboard 
a relaxing Pittsburgh dining cruise 
on a Sunday night! Enjoy a wonderful 
Pittsburgh riverboat tour and some 
quality time with your CDA sisters.
Board Bus 5 PM Board Boat 5:30 PM, 

Sail at 6:30-8:30 PM
Cost: $65.00   
No Minimum number 

Sunday Evening at the Benedum 
Center - Pittsburgh
SHREK THE MUSICAL –  
A fairy tale adventure that proves 
beauty is truly in the eye of the ogre!
Based on the Oscar-winning 
DreamWorks Animation film, SHREK 
THE MUSICAL is the Tony Award®-
winner which brings all the beloved 
characters you know to life on stage 
and shows there’s more to the story 
than meets the eye.
Board Bus 5:45 PM;  Show Time 7 PM      
Cost: $78.00
No Minimum 

Full Day Tours
MONDAY, JULY 18, 2016 

Gettysburg Pennsylvania
Start at the Visitor’s Center to view 
the film “A New Birth of Freedom” 
about the Battle of Gettysburg and 
the American Civil War, followed by 
a box lunch, a tour of the battlefield 
with a licensed guide and a visit to the 
Eisenhower National Historic Site (the 
only home owned by President Dwight 
Eisenhower). 
Depart at 7:00 AM Dinner stop at  
6:30 PM (on your own) Return to 
Pittsburgh at 11:00 PM
Cost: $105.00
Minimum number: 30

Amish County, Ohio
Visit Yoder’s 116 acre Amish Home and 
Farm where they strive for authenticity 
and want to share their knowledge and 
heritage with you.Then visit Berlin, 
Ohio, where you can shop, browse or 
just stroll around Amish country. Lunch 
on your own.The bus will drive past the 
“World’s Largest Cuckoo Clock and then 
on to the village of Sugarcreek and the 
Carlisle Inn for a 1:00 PM live theater 
matinee of “Josiah for President.”

Depart 8:00 AM Return 8:00 PM  
Dinner will be at 4:00 PM. Bus will 
leave at 6:00 PM for the return trip.
Cost: $105.00
Minimum number: 50

Somerset, Pennsylvania
Visit the Flight 93 Memorial Chapel 
which is dedicated to 9/11 in honor of 
God and the 40 heroes of Flight 93. A 
guide will explain the chapel history. 
A Mass is tentatively set at the chapel. 
Box lunch following.Pay respects at the 
Flight 93 National Memorial Plaza.
Travel to Quecreek Mine Rescue Site 
where nine miners were rescued from 
a flooded mine 240 feet beneath a 
farmer’s field. Light refreshment served.

Travel to Rockwood Mill Shoppes 
and Opera House. Rockwood Mill 
Shoppes offers wine tasting and unique 
handmade American gifts. Buffet dinner 
and “Tribute to America“ show.
Depart 8:00 AM Return 9:00 PM
Cost:  $105.00
Minimum number: 30

Day Tours
MONDAY, JULY 18

Pittsburgh Church Tours
Pittsburgh is rightly proud of their 
beautiful churches in each of the 
historical districts of the city. Visit 
five famous Pittsburgh churches. 
The morning begins at St. Stanislaus 
Kostka, visited by St. Pope John Paul 
II; St. Patrick, replica stairs of Christ’s 
audience before Pontius Pilate; St. 
Anthony’s Chapel, the most relics in 
one place outside of the Vatican and 
life size Stations of the Cross; on to 
St. Paul Cathedral for 12:05 Mass, 
Cathedral tour after buffet lunch in 
the church hall; and our last stop will 
be Epiphany Church. Each church will 
provide a docent to describe the history 
of the church. 
Depart 8:00 AM Return 3:00 PM
Cost : $50.00
Minimum number: 30
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Molly’s Trolleys
Trolley departs 9:00 AM from the 
Wyndham Grand for two-hour experience 
of Pittsburgh with a fully-narrated 
historical tour of the city highlighting the 
magnificent array of architecture, rivers 
and historic landmarks. Included on the 
tour; downtown, cultural district, north 
side, Oakland and Mt. Washington with 
a one-way ride on the historic Duquesne 
Incline.
Cost: $38.00
Minimum number: 30

Just Ducky Boat Tours
It’s a boat…It’s a truck…It’s a Duck!  
Just Ducky continues the tradition 
of taking riders on Pittsburgh’s only 
fully-narrated tour through the city. 
The Duck leaves from hotel entrance 
for an excursion around the city 
before waddling through town for the 
ride of your life in an authentic WWII 
amphibious vehicle. 
Departs 10:30 AM from the Wyndham 
Grand for approximately 1 hour
Cost: $30.00
Minimum number: 30

‘Burg Bits and Bites Food Tours
Taste samples from around the 
world including Italian pastries, 
Mediterranean and Polish specialties, 
European meats and French bread.
Bus to Location – Moderate walking
Strip District Market 
Bus to location leaves 12:15 PM  
Walking tour depart 1:00 PM Return 
3:30 PM
Cost: $65.00
Minimum number: 6 

Bloomfield
Pittsburgh’s Little Italy A bountiful 
sampling of pizza, pasta, biscotti and 
other Italian delights.
Bus to location leaves 12:15 PM   
Walking tour depart 1:00 PM Return 
3:30 PM
Cost: $65.00
Minimum number: 6

Day Tours
TUESDAY, JULY 19, 2016

Pittsburgh Church Tours
An abbreviation of Monday’s Tour
Pittsburgh is rightly proud of their 
beautiful churches in each of the 
historical districts of the city. Visit 
four famous Pittsburgh churches. 
The morning begins at St. Stanislaus 
Kostka, visited by St. Pope John Paul 
II; St. Patrick, replica stairs of Christ’s 
audience before Pontius Pilate; St. Paul 
Cathedral; and final stop at Anthony’s 
Chapel, the most relics in one place 
outside of the Vatican and life size 
Stations of the Cross. Each church will 
provide a docent to describe the history 
of the church. Boxed lunch upon arrival 
back at the hotel.
Depart 8:00 AM Return 12:30 PM
Cost: $45.00
Minimum number: 30

Molly’s Trolleys
Trolley departs 9:00 AM from the 
Wyndham Grand for a two-hour 
experience of Pittsburgh with a fully-
narrated historical tour of the city 
highlighting the magnificent array of 
architecture, rivers and historic landmarks. 
Included on the tour; downtown, cultural 
district, north side, Oakland and Mt. 
Washington with a one-way ride on the 
historic Duquesne Incline.
Cost: $38.00
Minimum number: 30

Just Ducky Boat Tours
It’s a boat…It’s a truck…It’s a Duck!  
Just Ducky continues the tradition 
of taking riders on Pittsburgh’s only 
fully-narrated tour through the city. 
The Duck leaves from hotel entrance 
for an excursion around the city 
before waddling through town for the 
ride of your life in an authentic WWII 
amphibious vehicle. 
Departs 10:30 AM from the Wyndham 
Grand for approximately 1 hour
Cost: $30.00
Minimum number: 30

Tours for Men 
While Women are 
in Session

Segway Pittsburgh
Segway Personal Transporters
There are two different 90 minute 
experiences and two different two-hour 
experiences.
Cost starts at $33 – Take the “T” 
yourself across the river to Station 
Square

Walking Tours
Information and maps will be provided. 
Six Free Self-Guided Walking Tours, 
or, if you choose, a guided tour could 
easily be set up.

Pittsburgh Pirates Baseball Games
The Pittsburgh Pirates Stadium was 
voted one of the best in the league.
Take the “T” yourself across the river to 
PNC Park

Game price and times not published 
yet. Usually – Wednesday games are in 
the evening, Thursday are an afternoon 
“Businessman’s Special, and Sunday’s 
are afternoons.

Wed., July 20  Milwaukee Brewers
Thurs., July 21 Milwaukee Brewers
Sun., July 24 Philadelphia Phillies

Cost: $45 -$65; $15 for group rates
Minimum number:
Reservations must be made by May 1, 
2016.
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Sherry Nilles | Second Vice National Regent | Family Chairman

Sharon, wife and mother 
Both of my parents had been 

raised in Southern Baptist homes. My 
grandfather was a Baptist minister. They 
questioned the faith and sought to draw 
closer to the Lord. We began to attend a 
Charismatic church because it did not 
set limits on God. Both had spirit-filled 
lives, and raised me with stories of the 
moments they had witnessed God in 
their life and in the hospitals were they 
worked. Discord and division entered 
the church, and my parents started their 
search to seek God. We were no longer 
active in church life, and only attended 
the local Baptist Church sporadically. It 
was then that Mother Angelica entered 
our lives. My mother and I would watch 
Mother Angelica, and we found that her 
wisdom confirmed our desire for a more 
spiritual answered walk with God. 

I began to date my husband who 
was the son of a Baptist minister. His 
parents were very faithful, and still 
serve the same church as they have for 
forty years. Scripture was all over their 
house, and they lived out their faith; 

however, there did not seem to be a time 
or place when deep spiritual discussion 
occurred within the home. This was a 
big difference from my home. Although 
my parents were not attending regularly, 
(due to their jobs in the medical field 
and their desire to seek answers to 
their questions) my mother and I would 
often stay up late and discuss God 
and scripture. I began to gently speak 
of Mother Angelica’s wisdom in my 
conversations with my future husband 
and believe seeds were planted that 
would lead us to the church. 

In 1995, my mother attended RCIA 
classes for two years and joined the 
church in 1997, followed by my father, 
my grandmother, my uncle, his wife 
and two sons. I taught my children 
about the Catholic faith, but was 
following the Baptist tradition. I taught 
them the differences in the two faiths 
and to respect and understand what 
my family was beginning to believe. 

My husband first became a Deacon 
in the Baptist church of his youth. We 
both taught vacation bible school, 

established a small church food bank, 
and never missed a meeting. We felt 
God drawing us near, and we sought 
to answer the call. In the Baptist faith, 
a man may feel led by God to accept 
the call to preach. He then must be 
licensed by a church, and finally 
ordained by a church. We then began 
our ministry. 

David served as a Youth minister. 
We were fresh-eyed and so eager to 
serve God. The idea of God using us 
to bring others to know him was a 
most exciting and joyous feeling. I had 
an immature faith at the start of our 
ministry. I expected that if we worked 
for God, all these blessings would start 
to follow. Blessings did follow, but not 
as I had envisioned. 

Serving as a youth minister and as 
a foster parent, David accepted the 
call to preach at a different church. We 
would travel 45 minutes to and from 
church Sunday morning, Sunday night, 
and Wednesday night with additional 
trips as needed. How do you go from 
this service to the Catholic Church? 

FaithA JOURNEY OF

“My story is not complete without Sharon’s, and my life is not complete without the Church.” David Prestridge 
The Prestridge family attended the institution of Court Tuscaloosa #2686 in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, on 

December 6, 2014. Sharon is a charter member of the court. They have a remarkable story of faith, love and 
family that was shared with me. 

This is the story, in their own words, of a family who was searching for the whole truth and found it in the Catholic Church. 
Meet Sharon and David Prestridge.
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God intervened. Our encounter 
with the ministry was difficult. 
While serving as an Assistant/Youth 
minister, someone whispered into my 
husband’s ear, “We have your back.” 
We fielded constant complaints 
about where my husband sat on 
Sunday or the way a Sunday school 
teacher spoke to a child. We were 
not prepared for the terrible discord 
within the church. People would have 
power simply because their great 
grandfather built the church. Arguing 
and gossiping was the norm. We were 
young and ill prepared. 

We faced this while discovering our 
daughter had a form of autism that 
caused delayed speech and screaming 
tantrums daily. We didn’t know it at 
the time, but she was experiencing 
frustration from her inability to 
communicate and sensitivity to sound. 
Again we cried out to the Lord, what 
would You have us do? 

Leaving my dream home that was 
built within walking distance of my 
mother’s house, we moved in order for 
David to work as a State Missionary 
with the Alabama Southern Baptist 
Convention. Those were some of the 
darkest days of my life. My daughter’s 
health was deteriorating, my son was 
being bullied, and our finances were in 
ruins. I had sacrificed my dream home 
in pursuit of God, and I felt abandoned. 
David continued to preach and pastor 
one more church. We kept seeking God 
but experienced a great hurt. 

I asked my husband what he 
truly believed. Going over the list of 
convictions, I looked up to him and 
said “You’re Catholic.” David and my 
son attended the local Catholic Church 
just to experience it and see if this is 
what God wanted. During this time, he 
was asked to be a guest speaker at a 
small church an hour away from our 
house. This speaking engagement and 
subsequent invitation to pastor, David 
viewed as a sign that God did not want 

him to leave his ministry. 
The following year was by far the 

toughest I have ever experienced. My 
daughter’s health declined. I could 
not work, and had to quit serving 
as a director of a daycare to take 
my daughter to and from Children’s 
Hospital of Alabama for a variety of 
doctor appointments. The cost of 
travel, insurance copays and expensive 
medication led us to the point of 
bankruptcy. My marriage began to 
crumble as we each faced this new 
challenge in our lives. In desperation, 
I told my husband I couldn’t continue 
to go on the way we were. I needed 
a break, which in my mind meant 
separation, but my husband didn’t 
exactly see it that way. 

It was this break in our relationship 
that brought my husband to say 
he couldn’t go on without help. We 
had our faith, our interpretation, 
and our prayers; however, we didn’t 
understand calling out for saints to 
intercede on our behalf when we 
couldn’t pray for ourselves. We didn’t 
have the Rosary, confession, and the 
sacraments. We were doing God’s 
work and fighting the devil without 
those priceless tools the Catholic faith 
teaches us to use. David, seeking this 
help, resigned his ministry position 
and the following Sunday we began to 
attend RCIA classes. 

It was during a visit with our parents 
that God began to stir my heart toward 
the Catholic faith. We visited the church 

The Sharon and David Prestridge family
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where my father-in-law pastored for a 
communion “Lord’s Supper” service. 
My heart was heavy, and I looked in the 
tiny church to each member. Each one 
had heartache. They were generous, 
loving, and faithful but experienced so 
much pain. I heard a small voice as I 
wept for my fellow member’s saying, 
“He would not leave them orphaned. 
He would not leave them alone.” 
Then I understood that God left us 
the Blessed Eucharist for our journey. 
We are not orphaned or abandoned. 
He provided the nourishment that my 
precious church family was seeking to 
find in that candle lit communion. He 
turned my heart. 

God’s blessings finally came and 
healing for my family began. We were 
blessed with wonderful teachers in 
the Catholic Church who showed 
us the mystery and wonder of the 
Eucharist. We attended daily masses 
and God began to show us wonders 
that would leave no doubt in our mind 
that the Catholic Church was our home. 
Yet we were still stubborn. It was 
heartbreaking to give up our ministry. 
We loved helping people, teaching 
people, and encouraging others in their 
faith. God saw this in us, and provided 
us with miracles to help erase all doubt. 

My daughter had begun to regress 
and one day could not identify our 
house. She was being treated for 
anxiety, asthma, and seizures. She 
had regular appointments with 
a cardiologist, endocrinologist, 
psychotherapist, pulmonologist, 
neurosurgeons, and neurologist to 
name a few. The pastor at the Catholic 
Church allowed us to baptize our 
children before we came into the 
church, so on the feast day of The 
Baptism of the Lord, my two youngest 
were baptized into the Catholic faith. 
They became Catholic before we did! It 
was close to Easter when I approached 
Father and asked about the Anointing 
of the Sick. Could my daughter take 

part? Of course, he said! She is now 
medicine free for the first time since 
she was 4 1/2. We only see one doctor 
regularly. Now, that was a miracle! 

Another miracle occurred during 
RCIA class. We met in Father’s house, 
and we gathered in the living room 
with our children. One night, my 
daughter whispered that the moon 
was the shape of the cross. I looked 
out the glass door and saw the moon 
shaped like a glowing cross. I opened 
the door thinking it was the glass, but 
it remained the same. The girls looked 

at the cross with me. Hesitant to speak 
with the group, I waited to tell my 
husband as we left. 

At my first confession, Father said, 
“Becoming a Catholic is a personal 
choice, not a family obligation.” I 
simply responded, “Now that I know 
the Eucharist is real, where else 
would I go?” This reminded me of this 
scripture passage “Lord, to whom shall 
we go? You have the words of eternal 
life.” John 6:68. 

Our journey hasn’t ended. David 
recently began the process to be a 
deacon in the Catholic Church. We say 

to God, “Here am I Lord, send me.” The 
decision was made by the Church that 
David should wait. We are so grateful 
for the wisdom of Mother Church. God 
seeks to make us holy, and if on that 
journey we serve others, then we are 
truly blessed. 

David, husband and father 
My father was a Baptist minister 

before I was born. I grew up in the 
Baptist church, Harmony Grove 
Baptist Church, which my father is still 
pastoring. The Baptist faith was not 
something to be discussed or debated: 
it was simply who we were growing up. 
There never was a debate on what we 
would do on Sundays or Wednesday 
nights. We were at church if the doors 
are open and out in the community 
many times when they were closed. 
I remember going with my father on 
numerous occasions to people’s homes 
in order to visit with them or invite 
them to church. I followed my father 
into the ministry, first being ordained 
as a Deacon and then licensed and 
ordained to preach. I proceeded to 
serve in my father’s church and to 
serve as a Youth / Children’s minister 
and as Pastor at several churches in the 
subsequent years. 

After Sharon and I married, her 
parents started going through the RCIA 
process. I attended a few classes, but did 
not start classes myself at that time. We 
continued our Baptist ministry during 
this time as several more members of 
Sharon’s family came into the Church. I 
was becoming more interested but was 
still not ready to submit to God’s will for 
me in the Church. 

Fast forward a few years and we had 
moved away from home, to Clanton, 
AL, and decided that we would visit 
the local Catholic Church. My son, 
James, and I visited Resurrection 
Catholic Church a Sunday or two and 
then did not return for almost a year. 
Time passed and James and I decided 

“He would not 
leave them 

orphaned. He 
would not leave 

them alone.” Then 
I understood that 

God left us the 
Blessed Eucharist 
for our journey.
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to visit once again, to check it out 
before we all went as a family. It was 
at this time that I experienced the 
first of two miraculous signs that God 
allowed me to see. As we were walking 
up the sidewalk, the parish priest, Fr. 
Bruce Bumbarger, greeted James and 
me by name, asked about our family 
and said he was waiting for us to come 
back. I do not even remember telling 
him my name or anything about my 
family. This immediately struck me as 
different. We started attending Mass 
regularly and enrolled in RCIA classes. 

The classes were wonderful. We met 
in the rectory along with several other 
people. Father seemed to genuinely 
love our young children being present 
and we were welcomed with open 
arms. There was never a question 
that he could not answer and I quickly 
became Catholic with my mind, but 
my heart was still struggling. As we 
discussed the many aspects of the 
Faith and the Church, the only issue 
that I kept being hung up on was 
the Eucharist. I could not reconcile 
my mind and my heart on the True 
Presence of God in the Eucharist. I was 
truly struggling and hit an impasse in 
my faith and belief. Before I explore 
how God revealed Himself to me, I 
need to tell you a little about why I was 
looking outside of my Baptist heritage. 

The Baptist church taught me so 
many truths about the Bible and 
living out one’s faith that I hold dear 
to this day. I truly believe that the 
Baptist faith is the truth, just not the 
WHOLE truth. I had always had a few 
questions but what brought these 
questions to the forefront of my mind 
and prompted me to act on them were 
a few distinct encounters. 

The first was an experience that I 
had working as a State Missionary at 
the Alabama State Board of Missions, 
Southern Baptist Convention. The 
office was located in an impoverished 
part of Montgomery with some of the 

homeless sleeping next to the State 
Board of Missions office building. 
The solution to the problem was to 
build a fence- not feed the people 
present or help them in anyway but 
build a fence so they could not get 
next to the building. This struck me as 
contradictory to my Baptist faith and 
added to my interest in exploring the 
Catholic Church. 

I also experienced firsthand the 
politics that invade so many churches. 
The most personal event was at my 
old family “home” church. This church 
was literally on the edge of splitting 
in two due to a petty fight over some 
insignificant detail. The whole church 
took sides: The figurative Hatfield’s on 
the left and the McCoy’s on the right. I 
remember having the opportunity to 
preach what would be my last sermon 
at this church one Sunday night. I 
preached what I read in the scripture 
and what the Lord laid on my heart. The 
need and call for the church to be united. 
I could see the lack of unity. I knew that 
there should be one true church. I was 
not yet Catholic in name, but my heart 
was definitely coming home. 

In talking with my wife, we both have 
the very clear memory of discussing 
what we truly believed. Those 
discussions are about what is truly in 
your heart, what it truly the makeup of 
your constitution. I remember listening 
to her tell me “You’re Catholic.” I 
was a Baptist minister and a Baptist 
Missionary, and I was Catholic. 

It still took a second miraculous 
appearance of God in order for me to 
come into the Faith and to complete 
my journey home to the Church. My 
family was attending Mass together 
at Resurrection. We had come to the 
time of consecration and God was 
determined that I would believe in 
Him and His True Presence in the Holy 
Eucharist. As the priest was holding 
high the host during consecration, it 
began to glow red. The glow continued 

down until Fr. Bruce was glowing in 
his entirety. This continued for the 
duration of the Mass that morning. 
At that moment, I believed and was 
Catholic. I remember, thinking that I 
might have some issues to work out, 
but I would be Catholic for the rest of 
my life. Nothing else mattered but the 
Eucharist was truly the Body, Blood, 
Soul and Divinity of Christ. I was home! 

Of course, our journey was not 
complete; we still had to complete RCIA 
classes, and we came into the Church 
Easter of 2011. I would love to say the 
journey up to our acceptance into the 
Church and our path afterwards was 
smooth, but it was not. Throughout 
this journey, we had many struggles. 
This was not an easy journey, but I do 
not believe it was intended to be. 

Throughout my earlier ministry, I 
felt my experiences allowed me to 
draw close to those people whom I 
was appointed to minister unto and I 
always took this calling very seriously. 
I loved the people that God allowed 
me to pastor. I learned so much about 
faith from watching my parents live 
theirs out and through the people that 
God allowed me to witness. Even the 
marital issues and the struggles in 
our life have served to make me more 
dependent on God and thankful for His 
daily blessings. I do not believe that 
if my journey had been easier I could 
have come home. I would not have 
had a reason to journey home. Looking 
back, I see how God has been weaving 
a wonderful tapestry with my life and 
interwoven with Sharon’s since we 
met. She told me some time after our 
first kiss that she heard God whisper, 
“If you kiss him, it will be forever.” My 
story is not complete without Sharon’s, 
and my life is not complete without the 
Church. God is still writing it today. 
He is creating new memories even as 
we sit beside each other and type our 
respective stories together. Praise be 
to God!  
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Mark Etling | Donor Development Manager, 
Missionary Association of Mary Immaculate 

Missionary Oblates  
of Mary Immaculate: 

200 Years  
in Mission

Saint Eugene De Mazenod, founder of the Missionary 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate, was born in 1782 into 
an aristocratic family at Aix-en-Provence in southern 

France.  The French Revolution forced his family into exile 
when Eugene was eight years old, and he spent his youth 
shuttling among various cities in Italy.

Upon his return to Aix in 1802 Eugene witnessed 
social and moral disintegration resulting from the French 
Revolution.  He was alarmed by the distressing condition 
of the clergy and the tremendous religious ignorance of 
the people.  Eugene resolved to play a part in meeting the 
urgent needs of the Church.  

In 1807 his conversion process came to fulfillment on 
Good Friday when he had a profound understanding of God’s 
love for him.  This experience led him to commit himself to 
Christ and the Church.  Soon after he entered the diocesan 
seminary, and in 1811 he was ordained to the priesthood. 

As a young priest Eugene continued to be appalled by the 
condition of the Church in southern France.  In particular, the 
poor and those who lived in rural areas were being neglected.

Feeling called to do something about this situation, 
Eugene gathered around him a small group of idealistic 
young priests and began to preach directly to the poor.  
In January 1816 this small band became the Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate.  Saint Eugene invited his followers 
“to live together as brothers.”  He urged them to commit 
themselves wholeheartedly to the work of the missions, 
binding themselves by religious vows.

Because of their small numbers, the Oblates initially 
limited their ministry to the countryside of France, while 
dreaming “to embrace the vast expanse of the whole 
earth,” as the founder wrote in 1818.

Even after he became the Bishop of Marseilles, France 
in 1832 Eugene continued to watch over the growth of his 
beloved Oblates.  By the time of his death on May 21, 1861 
the congregation he founded had grown to 415 priests and 
brothers in seven countries.

On December 3, 1995 Pope John Paul II formally declared 

Eugene De Mazenod a saint.
The Oblates’ work in the United States began well over 150 

years ago.  As early as 1842 Oblates from Canada settled in 
northern New York State to evangelize the many Canadian 
immigrants who were spilling over the border.  In 1851 three 
Oblates established Holy Angels Parish in Buffalo, New York 
– and the parish continues to thrive today.  

The Oblates soon expanded their ministry to other parts 
of the country.  In the 1840s the Oblates in Texas were 
commonly referred to as the “Cavalry of Christ” as they 
rode on horseback through the vast Rio Grande region 
proclaiming the Gospel.

As Texas became more settled the Oblates accepted 
new ministries, including parishes and schools.  When the 
automobile replaced the horse, the Oblates brought the 
celebration of the Mass to the scattered ranches by using 
an oversized van that expanded to become a chapel.

At their peak some 1,000 Oblates served the People of 
God in the United States.

Today – 200 years after their founding – the U.S. Oblates 
are involved in parishes, schools, retreat centers, shrines and 
various other ministries.  Worldwide there are nearly 4,000 
Missionary Oblate priests and brothers serving the poorest of 
the poor in more than 60 countries around the world.  

Saint Eugene De Mazenod
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Front row, Eileen Quinn, Fran Whittemore, Nevada State Regent Jina 
Couvrette, Lynette Castillo, Christian Hermosillo, Leonie Frisbee, 
Nancy Scarboro, Jessica Castillo. Back row, Kim DePatie, Johanna 
Favela, Guadalupe Narrate and Wendy Perez. Not pictured:  Barbara 
Marino.

NEVADA COURT TAKES  
“TEAM HUBBY BEAR WALK” 
Courts Our Lady of the Rosary, #2226, and Our Lady of the 
Valley, #2118, both of Las Vegas, Nevada, joined the Holy 
Family Parish’s Youth Group for the Candlelighters Super 
5K Walk. The walk, which raised funds for children who are 
battling cancer, was held in memory of Catholic Daughter 
Claire Vodrazka who loved children. The combined efforts 
raised $ 700.00.

Sitting with hats and blankets are, left to right, Christine (from the 
Child Life Program); Shirley Wybranski; Dorothy Andrilla, vice regent; 
Dorothy Mankowski, district deputy; Peggy Guckin, Pennsylvania 
state regent; and Doris Kitt, regent.

PHILADELPHIA COURT  
HELPS KEEP BABIES WARM
Members of Court Rose Cecilia #1641, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, visited St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children 
in Philadelphia to donate 15 blankets and 55 hats for babies 
and young children there.  Since many babies stay in Neonatal 
Intensive Care for months, the hats and soft blankets help 
them stay warm.  The court extends special thanks to Shirley 
and Dorothy Mankowski for their sewing talents. 

Left to right, Regent Kathy Monteil, rummage sale coordinator, 
Snookie Judge and Maryland State Regent Debbie Lattus.

MARYLAND COURT HOLDS RUMMAGE SALE
This year Court St. Joseph #2300, Eldersburg, Maryland, held 
its biennial rummage sale fund raiser during the last week of 
September. Rummage sale items included blankets, sheets, 
books, toys, shoes and many other necessities. From this 
year’s proceeds the court donated a set of bunk beds to a 
family with two children who were sleeping on the floor. Any 
items left over from the three day sale are donated to several 
local charities for further distribution. 

Noreen and Katie (rear, center) enjoy a meal in Kenya with fellow travelers.

NEW YORK COURT REGENT VISITS KENYA
Noreen O’Donnell Crayne, regent, Court Queen of Angels, 
#869, Hicksville, New York, and her daughter Katie visited 
Kenya this summer. They joined Rev. Saúl Londoño —a 
Yarumal Missionary —and eight others on a humanitarian 
mission. Before leaving the group was blessed by Rev. 
Nelson J. Perez, Bishop of Rockville Centre, during a special 
Mass at St. Ignatius Loyola Church in Hicksville. Noreen and 
her daughter spent 35 days spreading the word of God and 
helping the people of Kenya, including donating several 
laptop computers and 68 pillowcase dresses made by court 
members under the direction of Vice-Regent Maria Petsche.
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CALIFORNIA CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS  
“GET ON THE BUS!”
Members of Court Holy Innocents #2446, Victorville, 
California, made blankets for the “Get on the Bus” program 
that helps children and their caregivers throughout California 
to visit their mothers and fathers in state prisons. Court 
members also donated teddy bears and handmade rosaries. 
The court plans to continue supporting the “Get on the Bus” 
program. In the photo, showing some of the beautiful blankets 
they made, are Mary Butler, Sandy Guzy (financial secretary), 
Carmen Villalobos, Sylvia Gonzales, Beverly Colglazier, Shirley 
Kaufer (regent), Kathy Reimund, Patty Rodarte and Lisa Thiem. 
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NEW YORK COURT GIVES UNIQUE 
WELCOME TO POPE FRANCIS
Court Pere Le Moyne #833, Fulton, New York, joined a “Flat 
Francis” program based on the children’s book character 
“Flat Stanley” to welcome Pope Francis to America. In the 
photo, each holding their “Flat Francis,” from left to right, 
Treasurer Judy Sterling, Heidi Buda, Ann Marie Sterling, 
Regent Patty Mancino, Past Regent Marge Corsoniti, Rev. 
James Schultz, Pat Marra and Vice Regent Kelly LeVea. 

ARKANSAS COURT  
FEEDS HABITAT VOLUNTEERS
Court Our Little Flower, #2287, Little Rock, Arkansas, prepared 
and served lunch for workers on a Habitat for Humanity house 
that is being built in honor of Pope Francis. Left to right, Karen 
Kelley; Elisa Rivera; Dottie Sanders, regent; Virginia Beck, district 
deputy; Carolyn Cahill, recording secretary; kneeling, Jo Marie 
Smith, financial secretary. Not pictured, Anesia Reyes, treasurer. 

MEMBERSHIP FIRE CONTINUES 
SPREADING IN CALIFORNIA!
California’s new State Chairman of Membership Tess 
Chiampas created a database of pastors in Northern 
California to send letters introducing the Catholic Daughters 
and request permission to establish a court in their parish. 
Three pastors responded, and one scheduled a membership 
drive in his church. In August the court launched a statewide 
membership campaign entitled “Grow Rosemarie’s Garden,” 
whose theme is a play on the name of California State 
Regent Rosemarie Thomson and compares membership 
challenges to the drought in California. The campaign began 
on September 1 and will run through February 15, 2016. 

SUCCESSFUL IOWA MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
Court Our Lady of Good Counsel #216, Fort Dodge, Iowa, 
held its Fifth Annual Membership Drive during the court’s 
regular business meeting. The festivities included Mass, 
a welcoming ceremony, an informational presentation, 
a meal and a style show with court members as models. 
Ninety-four attended and ten new members joined the 
court. In the photo are court members Becky Nelson Riley, 
Christina Rosch, Doreen Coppinger, Carol Barber and 
Marcia Anderson.
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TEXAS ANNOUNCES NEW JCDA PIN
The Texas State JCDA board introduced “Be Useful,” a new 
State JCDA pin for juniors who excel in service to church and 
community and in spreading the JCDA slogan of “Message, 
Service and Community.”  In the photo, left to right, holding 
her “Be Useful” pin, award winner Sydney Hermann, JCDA 
Court St. Paul #1604, Shiner, Texas; JCDA Texas state officers, 
President Clella Evans; First Vice-President Olivia Perez; and 
Secretary Emily Malinovsky.  

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS ANNOUNCED 
BY NEW JERSEY COURT
Court St. Elizabeth #1486, Avon-by-the-Sea, New Jersey, 
presented one high school and two college scholarship 
awards. Pictured from left to right are Nicholas Westhoven, 
who received a $1,000 scholarship to the University of 
Notre Dame; Rev. Dean Gaudio, pastor; Claire Forlenza, 
mother of Joseph Forlenza, who was awarded a $1,000 
scholarship to College of the Holy Cross; Janet Dunshee-
Baldwin, chairperson; Lois Guggliuzza, regent; and 
Joseph Urspruch, from St. Rose High School, who received 
a $500 scholarship,

NEW YORK COURT AWARDS ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP
Court St. Anne #866, Piermont, New York, awarded its annual scholarships to relatives of court members.  The Veronica 
Hickey Award of $1,000 was presented to Benjamin Sanders, grandson of Johanna Krumm; the Marie Maher award of $1,000 
was given to Thomas Gugliamello, nephew of Kathy Scolaro. Ten other achievement awards of $100 were also awarded.

Top row, Benjamin’s father Charles Sanders and grandmother 
Johanna Krumm.  Bottom row: Benjamin Sanders and his mother, 
Marlene Sanders. Thomas Gugliamello wins the Marie Maher award.
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TEXAS COURT PRESENTS SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
Court Our Lady of The Bluebonnets #2268, Ennis, Texas, announced its scholarship award winners. Front row, left to right, 
Amanda Jurik, Sydney Pechal, Randa Liska and Caitlyn Novy; back row, left to right, Brandon Martinek, Mackenzie Rychlik 
and Nathan Novy.

In Mary’s Chapel following the certificate presentation 
are, left to right,  District Deputy Martha Dilley, Rickey 
Diedo, Regent Rose Tomassi, Jaidyn Gerstner, Education 
Contest Chairman Bea Maseda, Grace Zachary, Florida 
State Regent Michele Bowman and Past National Regent 
Joanne Tomassi.  Photo credit: Heidi Lepley.

FLORIDA COURT PRESENTS 
NATIONAL EDUCATION AWARD
During Mass at St. John Vianney Catholic Church 
in St. Pete Beach, Florida, School Principal Jill 
Hudson presented a National Certificate of Merit 
to Jaidyn R. Gerstner, the first place winner of the 
2015 National Education Contest, Computer Art 
Division 1.  Jaidyn was sponsored by Court St. John 
Vianney #1944, St. Pete Beach, Florida.  

FIRST-YEAR COLLEGE STUDENTS RECEIVE 
AWARDS FROM TEXAS COURT
Court Mother of Love #2092, Houston, Texas, held its Third Annual 
Maxine Spates and Isadora Wills Scholarship and Honors Luncheon 
to benefit first-year college students. The keynote speaker was Rev. 
Brendan Cahill, Bishop of Victoria, Texas. The scholarship winners were 
Leslie DelasBour, Oscar Duarte, Elworth Lusk, Roberto Montes, Ann 
Regalado, Alexandria Ross, Thomas Suarez and Avery Toliver.  Court 
Mother of Love awarded over $6,000 in scholarships. In the photo 
attendees pause from the festivities to have their picture taken.
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Surrounding boxes of blankets collected by the court are Father Paul; Court 
Advisor and Massachusetts Second Vice State Regent Patricia Adams; and 
members of Campus Court Stonehill College, including officers Kate Crete, 
regent; Molly McGowan, vice regent; Allyson Guglielmino, recording secretary; 
Jen McBrine, financial secretary; and Anne Leddy, treasurer.

BACK TO SCHOOL ROSARY BY LOUISIANA COURT
Members of Court Our Lady Queen of Heaven #1785, Lake Charles, Louisiana, prayed a “back to school rosary” for students 
at Lady Queen of Heaven Church in Lake Charles.  In the photo are Grizelle Brunet, Belle Thomas, Beverly Castillo, Betty 
Thompson, Jessica Dally Bertrand, Sue Long, Blanche Landry, Cassie Price, Dawn Courville, Becky Boyett, Audrey Vinson, 
Geri Savoy, Mary Ann Johnson, Melina Dally (holding Luke Bertrand), Mary Louise Leger, Barbara Moreau and Elaine Trahan. 

NEW JUNIOR COURT IN CONNECTICUT
Norwalk is the home of new JCDA Court St. Kateri, sponsored by Court 
St. Matthew #2640, Norwalk, Connecticut, which is named after St. 
Kateri Tekakwitha, the fourth Native American to be venerated and 
the first to be canonized in the church. The court was formed under 
the leadership of Heather Ribellino and Spiritual Director Father 
Sudhir D’Souza.  In the Chapel of St. Kateri at St. Philip Church, the 
four new officers are, left to right, Sheila Green, Ali Gall, Mia Ribellino 
and Tara O’Connor.

MASSACHUSETTS CAMPUS COURT 
COLLECTS BLANKETS FOR INDIA
Court Stonehill College #2623, Easton, 
Massachusetts, held its first annual coat drive. 
Members made posters to invite students, 
faculty and staff to donate warm winter coats 
of all sizes and placed collection boxes in key 
locations around the campus. Thirteen bags of 
coats were collected and donated to the mission 
of the Congregation of the Holy Cross in the 
Province of Northeast India, who serve the needs 
of the very poor in this area. The court chose this 
project to support the efforts of their chaplain, 
Rev. Pinto Paul, C.S.C., who had shared a video 
about the mission at a court meeting. Father 
Paul delivered the coats, along with those he 
collected at an area parish, when he returned to 
his native India for a visit.
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TEXAS COURT JOINS NATIONAL  
ROSARY CELEBRATION
Court Queen of the Holy Rosary #2282, LaGrange, Texas, 
joined over 14,000 rosary groups throughout the country to 
pray the rosary outdoors at noon on Saturday, October 10. Their 
participation was part of the America Needs Fatima campaign 
which, according to its website, is a “special campaign to 
spread the Fatima message in the United States.” In the photo, 
court members stand with other participants behind a Praying 
the Rosary banner.

CREATIVE THEME FOR WEST VIRGINIA 
STATE CONVENTION
The theme of this year’s West Virginia State Convention 
was M&M, in which participants brainstormed for words 
beginning with the letter “M” that defined CDA principles. 
For example, Rev. Eric Hall, Pennsylvania state chaplain, 
drew a silhouette of the Catholic Daughters’ patroness 
Mary and then all those present added one paint stroke to 
create a wonderful portrait of the Blessed Mother. Seated 
with their painting, left to right, Helen Shallis and Regent 
Lisa Ceravalo. Standing, left to right, Recording Secretary 
Dottie Ware, Germaine Talbot, Father Hall, Glenda Bonfili, 
Carol Bogacz, Diana Ceravalo and Karen Butts.

SUMMER BUNCO BASH FOR TEXAS COURT 
Members of  Our Lady Queen of the Lake #2364, Lake 
Jackson, Texas, joined parishioners and friends for the 
annual “Summer Bunco Bash” to benefit the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society. Participants were encouraged to bring 
non-perishable foods for the pantry and guests brought 
favorite snacks to share.  An evening of fun and fellowship 
was enjoyed by all.  Over 840 food items were collected and 
$830 in cash donated. In the photo court members Binnie 
Bauml, Molly Andorfer and Antonia Hernandez are loading 
baskets of food that will be taken to the food pantry.

Kneeling, left to right, Dee Stevenson, Renata Hartman and Brenda 
Spizzo. Standing, left to right, Sue Harris, JoAnn Baudais, Lori Hester, 
Diane Rieke, Lori Smith, Mary Jane Wiethe, Connie Jonell and Mickey Bast.

ROAD TRIP ADVENTURE FOR NORTH 
CAROLINA COURTS 
Courts Durham #1576, Durham, and Court St. Bernadette 
#2629, Fuquay-Varina, both of North Carolina, took a road 
trip to visit Victory Junction Gang Camp, the North Carolina 
State Court Project. VJGC provides chronically ill children, 
ages six to 16, a week of camp at no cost. Children are able to 
enjoy normal childhood experiences in a safe and medically 
sound environment. During their visit court members donated 
backpacks, art supplies, and blankets. 
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MONTANA COURTS JOIN FORCES TO  
INCREASE MEMBERSHIP
Courts from across the state of Montana attended a workshop on 
membership development and officer training in Billings, the home of 
the 2014 Catholic Daughters Biennial Convention. Catholic Daughters 
from courts across the state came to learn more about growing their 
court membership.  Montana State Chaplain Rev. Greg Staudinger 
emphasized the importance of persistence and encouraged courts 
to remain focused on getting new members in the spirit of Unity and 
Charity. In the photo are Father Greg; First Vice National Regent Olga 
Samaniego; Montana State Regent Carol Schaaf; Second Vice State 
Regent Patricia Kepp; State Treasurer Jo Ann Harper; and First Vice 
State Regent Kelly Ihde.

MICHIGAN COURT REPRESENTED 
AT STATE OFFICERS CONFERENCE
Two officers of Court Ludington #745, Ludington, 
Michigan, attended the State and Territorial 
Officers’ Conference at Our Lady of the Snows in 
Belleville, Illinois. Standing with National Regent 
Shirley Seyfried, left, are Treasurer Debra Hanna 
and Regent Rosemarie DeLoof.

DAY OF SOLIDARITY FOR NEBRASKA COURT
Members of Court Our Lady of Loretto #709, Plattsmouth, Nebraska, 
enjoyed a day of solidarity at Mount Michael Benedictine Abbey in 
Elkhorn. After morning Mass court members enjoyed coffee, cinnamon 
buns and banana bread. They then strolled around the abbey, admiring 
the beautiful gardens and browsing through a flea market. Brother 
Jerome Kmiecik, sub-prior, prepared lunch at the St. Benedict Guest 
House. The day ended with a “safe trip home” prayer at the Abbey 
chapel after many photo ops, one of which accompanies this story.

 “SPIRITUAL MOTHERS” IN TEXAS 
HELP REFUGEES
Twenty-six members of Court Our Lady of the Holy 
Trinity #2661, San Antonio, Texas, became Spiritual 
Mothers to help the Jesuit Refugee Service in 
Kampala, Uganda. Saint John Paul II advocated 
for the role of spiritual mothers in his apostolic 
letter Mulieris Dignatatem (“On the Dignity and 
Vocation of Women.”) The spiritual mothers of 
Court #2661 will pray for Director Father Kevin 
White, S.J., and to educate 10,000 refugee children. 
In the photo is Edith McAlanis, one of the first court 
members to become a spiritual mother.
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NEW YORK COURT SPONSORS DAY RETREAT
Court Sts. Kateri & Andre #2663, Morrisonville, New York, sponsored a Day Retreat 
to Saint Anne’s Shrine in Vermont in which members of five other New York courts 
participated. Mass was celebrated by Rev. Terry LaValley, Bishop of Ogdensburg, 
New York. After Mass retreatants enjoyed a picnic lunch, shopping at the shrine 
shop and walking the grounds along Lake Champlain followed by Holy Hour and 
Adoration. In the photo Bishop LaValley pauses with Catholic Daughters and clergy.

SUCCESS AWARD GIVEN 
TO MINNESOTA COURT 
Court St. Rita #409, Perham, 
Minnesota, received a donation as 
winner of the Arvig Communication 
Company’s “Share the Success” 
program. This program donates 
annually to an organization that 
has shown leadership in church and 
community. Lori Curtis, a member 
Court St. Rita and an employee of 
Arvig Communication, nominated the 
court for the prestigious award. Lori 
is in the photo with Regent Dianne 
Rohde-Szarke.

LOUISIANA COURT VISITS EWTN AND SHRINE
Members and guests of Court St. Helena #2536, Amite, Louisiana, made their second 
annual trip to EWTN Global Catholic Network in Irondale, Alabama, and The Shrine 
of the Most Blessed Sacrament in Hanceville. The pilgrimage began with a tour of 
EWTN including an EWTN live show audience with host Rev. Mitch Pacwa. Pilgrims 
then visited The Shrine of the Most Blessed Sacrament, where, in the photo, they 
gather at a replica of the Lourdes Grotto following prayer and meditation. 

CALIFORNIA COURT JOINS  
MARION PROCESSION
Court Our Lady of the Angels # 2599, Burbank, California, 
joined the Fourth Annual Grand Marian Procession in Los 
Angeles. Mass, which was celebrated by His Eminence Rev. 
José Horacio Gómez, Archbishop of Los Angeles, was followed 
by a procession of several hundred people through Los 
Angeles to La Placieta Church to honor the Blessed Mother. In 
the photo, court members celebrate at the church.
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NEBRASKA COURT VISITS  
SOUTH DAKOTA
Members of Court Hartington #457, Hartington, Nebraska, 
enjoyed an outing to Yankton, South Dakota.  After touring 
the Sacred Heart Monastery and Cemetery in the morning, 
the ladies visited the Majestic Bluffs Assisted Living/St. 
James Nursing Center and spent time sharing stories with 
a few honorary members of Court Hartington. In the photo 
the group pauses after enjoying a pleasant snack together.
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MASSACHUSETTS COURT  
FINDS A BRIGHTER WAY
Court Brookline #488, Brookline, Massachusetts, received a 

surprise visit from Cristina and her mother Leanne.  Cristina was 

adopted from Lima, Peru, when she was four days old and was 

diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy when she was fifteen months old. 

Cristina was not expected to walk or talk, but thankfully she does 

both.  At twenty-seven she is now a certified Care Giver for her 

mom, the founder and owner of “A Brighter Way,” whose mission, 

according to Court Brookline is “to bring a smile, a kind word and 

love through beautiful artwork—especially to those facing difficult 

challenges, serious illness and pain.”  Past National Regent and 

Court Brookline Regent M. Joan McKenna invited Cristina and her 

mother to attend the CDA/Parish Baked Bean Supper in October. 

In the photo, officers of Court Brookline and District Deputy B.J. 

Cloutman surround Cristina and her mother.

MINNESOTA COURT WELCOMES  
EIGHT NEW MEMBERS
Court St. Joan of Arc #1291, Marshall, Minnesota, was proud and 

joyful to welcome eight Catholic women to their court. In the photo, 

left to right, are new members Joan Haugen, Paula Curry, Linda 

Doescher, Josie Besse, Ardys Hughes, Jan Ross, Sue Sullivan and 

Evelyn Henderson.

TEXAS COURT WELCOMES NEW BISHOP
Court Sacred Heart #797, Hallettsville, Texas, organized a reception 

welcoming the new bishop for their diocese, Rev. Brendan Cahill, 

Bishop of Victoria, Texas. Ten Texas courts came together to make 

the event successful.  In the photo are some of the many court 

members who prepared and served the delicious reception meal.

NEW HAMPSHIRE INSTALLS STATE OFFICERS
Newly-elected New Hampshire state officers were installed by 

Rev. Peter Anthony Libaci, Bishop of Manchester, during Mass at 

St. Joseph Cathedral in Manchester. Con-celebrants were Rev. Msg. 

Anthony Frontier and Rev. Shawn M. Therrien.  In the photo, left to 

right, are Ann Skahan, second vice state regent; Jane Powers, state 

regent; Letty Calvetti, national director; Margaret LaPointe, first vice 

state regent; and Donna Cunningham, state treasurer. Not present 

for photo: Judith Smith, state secretary.

NEW JERSEY COURT HONORS BELOVED TEACHER
Court St. Rose of Lima #737, Freehold, New Jersey, co-hosted 

a luncheon with the St. Rose Rosary Altar Society to bid a fond 

farewell to Sister Daniel Marie McCarthy, OSF.  Sister Daniel Marie 

taught the second grade at St Rose of Lima School for thirty years 

and was moving on to another assignment. In the photo are Lillian 

Eagan, president, Rosary Altar Society; Sister Daniel; and Joann 

Morrison, regent.
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Pictured are, back row, left to right, Bookkeeper Alyssa D’Angelo, 
Head of Shipping Joe Delgado, Secretary Martha Hamboussi, 
Administrative Assistant Theresa Duran and National Public Relations 
Chairman Tom Panas.  Front row, Secretary Gloria Linley, Secretary 
Gigi Barreca and Executive Director Mary Impellizeri.

CDA HEADQUARTERS HONORS BLESSED 
MOTHER AND SPRUCES UP BACK YARD
Last summer Executive Director Mary Impellizeri asked Joe Delgado, 

our Shipping expert and all around handyman, to tidy up the back 

yard of the Headquarters building. It is a pleasant outside area, 

offering cool breezes in summer and fresh air during spring and 

fall. After a few weeks of garden work by both Mary and Joe, the 

area became an even more lovely place to be. On September 4th, 

Mary, Joe and Administrative Assistant Theresa Duran cleaned 

the statues, and, with the help of Secretary Martha Hamboussi, 

raised The Blessed Mother statue to new heights! The entire 

headquarters staff then came together for a Blessing of the Statue 

prayer service, all before 9:00AM so work would not be delayed. 

With the goal of continuous improvement, the retaining wall was 

recently refurbished. The gift of a patio set would be appreciated, 

adding to the enjoyment of staff and Catholic Daughters who visit 

headquarters, enhancing the value the “Grand Lady of West 71st 

Street” in the heart of New York City.

FIFTY-YEAR MEMBERS 
HONORED BY IOWA COURT
At its first meeting in the fall, members of 

Court St. Rose of Lima #14, Emmetsburg, 

Iowa, enjoyed a potluck dinner after which 

celebratory pins were presented to the court’s 

50-year members.  Front row, left to right, Joan 

Martin, Lois Neary, Helen Freidel and Flat 

Francis. Back row, left to right, Leola Kliegl, 

Evelyn Kliegl, Helen Myers, Dorothy Gilman, 

Florence Soenen, and Mary Gappa.  Unable 

to be present for the ceremony were Agnes 

Ankeny, Ric Dunigan, Marvyl Guess, Patricia 

Frederick, Arlene Conway and Jo Girard.

The Executive Board waits at the Basilica of the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception for Pope Francis to celebrate Mass.  Left 
to right, National Regent Shirley Seyfried; National Regent-Elect 
Helene Shepard; First Vice National Regent Olga Samaniego; Second 
Vice National Regent Sherry Nilles; and National Secretary-Treasurer 
Vickie Feist.

NATIONAL OFFICERS ATTEND POPE FRANCIS 
EVENTS By National Regent-Elect Helene Shepard

The visit of Pope Francis is but a beautiful memory for so many 

Catholics and especially for me. However, his message of Love, 

Peace and Mercy will remain with us for a long time to come.  I am so 

grateful for the honor, the privilege and the opportunity to represent 

the Catholic Daughters of the Americas in Washington, D.C. and also 

in Madison Square Garden in New York City.   

At both venues, we walked, sat, prayed and waited for long 

periods of time but it was well worth the time spent to be in the 

presence of our Holy Father and a very Holy Man.  It was also very 

interesting and thought provoking to see so many, so anxious to 

be in the presence of this holy man. Our society is hungering for 

guidance and leadership.  We, the Catholic Daughters, as women of 

faith, can help provide that guidance and leadership.

PS.  I had the same row number and seat in both venues:  Row 

7, Seat 8.
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PUERTO RICO COURT CELEBRATES 25TH ANNIVERSARY
Court Jesus Nazareno # 2345, Isabela, Puerto Rico, celebrated its 25th Anniversary with Mass at St. Anthony de Padua Church 
followed by a luncheon celebration. Regent Elsie A. Cordero welcomed members and guests, including state officers and 
representatives from other courts in Puerto Rico.  Judith Ramos was honored for her year of dedication to the Catholic Daughters.   
Anniversary celebrants gather on the altar for a photo.

TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY  
CELEBRATED BY TEXAS COURT
Court St. Mary Walter #2401, Rosenberg, Texas, celebrated its 
20th Anniversary with Mass at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church 
followed by a reception at the parish hall. Court members Shirley 
Lopez, Adela Segura, Frances Villarreal and Maria Gonzalez 
were awarded 20-year membership pins. Grace Garcia and 
Mercy Guerrero received 10 year pins. In the photo, celebrating 
the special occasion, are, front row, left to right: Grace Garcia, 
financial secretary; Mercy Guerrero, recording secretary; Jo 
Svatek, district deputy; Terri Beltran, Texas state treasurer; 
Shirley Lopez, regent; and Adela Segura, vice-regent.  Second 
row, left to right: Cindy Cardenas, Irene Arreola, Maria Gonzalez, 
Frances Villarreal, Gloria Duran and Lupe New. Third row, left to 
right: Delores Sanchez, Rev. Lee A. Flores and Irene Mills.

PENNSYLVANIA COURT  
CELEBRATES 95TH ANNIVERSARY
Members of Court Erie #515, Erie, Pennsylvania, joyously 
celebrated their 95th anniversary with a luncheon that 
included presentations by guest speakers National Director 
Letty Calvetti and Past Pennsylvania State Regent Laraine 
McGinnis. Celebrating the special occasion are, front row, 
left to right, Mary E. May, regent; Letty Calvetti; and Laraine 
McGinnis.   Back row, left to right, Lisa McCann; State 
Treasurer Peg Rafferty; First Vice State Regent and District 
Deputy Jeanette Kitch.  Present, but not in the picture, are 
Rev. Msgr. L. Thomas Snyderwine, past national president 
and former chaplain of Port Erie Apostleship of the Sea 
(a Catholic Daughter National Charity);  and Rev. William 
O’Brien, pastor, St. Andrew’s Church.
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TEXAS COURT CELEBRATES 30TH ANNIVERSARY
Court Juan Diego #2277, Corpus Christi, Texas, celebrated its 30th anniversary with a Corporate Communion.  The court was 
joined by Court Chaplain Rev. Patrick K. Donohoe and Knights of Columbus Council #10931.  In the photo, on the church altar, 
Father Donohoe is surrounded by Knights and court members in white.
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NEW YORK COURT  
COMMEMORATES CENTENNIAL
Court St. Bridget #265, Ilion, New York, observed 
its 100th anniversary with Mass at the Church of 
the Annunciation celebrated by Rev. Paul Catena 
followed by a luncheon at which National Regent-
Elect Helene Shepard was guest speaker. In a 
special presentation, New York State Regent Mary 
Ziesig awarded a 50-year pin to Ethel Lupinski. 
The court name of St. Bridget had been chosen to 
honor a former member who became a nun and 
took the name Sister Bridget.

IOWA COURT CELEBRATES 95 YEARS
Court St. Anthony #330, Council Bluffs, Iowa, celebrated its 95th Anniversary with an afternoon reception at St. Peter’s Parish 
Social Hall in Council Bluffs. The theme was the “Roaring 20s” and the public was invited. In the photo, members wear CDA purple 
satin scarves and officers wear the robe of their respective leadership positions. 

Left to right, Rev. Paul Catena, pastor, Church of the Annunciation; Mary Ziesig; Helene Shepard; District Deputy Mary Morse; Treasurer Pat 
Heston; Vice Regent Jean Maneen; and Sister Mary Jo Tallman, court spiritual leader. Back row, New York State Treasurer Emma Lou Smith; 
Regent Frances Retzloff; Recording Secretary Barbara Mlekoday; Financial Secretary Barbara Cormia and Deacon Michael Carbone.



44  SHARE • WINTER 2016

B
O

O
K

C
O

R
N

E
R

The Hope of the Family
A Dialogue with Gerhard Cardinal Muller
(Ignatius Press, San Francisco, California, 2014) 
Reviewed by Peggy Eastman

Strong families have always been a key part of the 
Church’s foundation. After all, Jesus Himself grew up 
in a loving family.  But today the family seems to be 

under stress as never before.
In this slim book (86 pages), Gerhard Cardinal Muller 

examines the strengths, pressures, problems and issues 
that face families in an increasingly secular modern age.  
The book is an inspiring, uplifting examination of why 
families matter, and its strong point is placing marriage 
in a sacramental faith context. Cardinal Muller, a prolific 
author and top advisor to Pope Francis in the Vatican, is 
prefect for the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith; 
he was formerly the bishop of Regensburg, Germany, and a 
professor of theology.

As the cardinal sees it, “It is not difficult to see the close 
connection between secularization and the crisis of the 
family.” In contrast to secular messages of individualistic 
pleasure, a loving family is rooted in a committed “forever” 
marriage that reflects the “once and for all” sacrifice of 
Jesus on the cross. Thus, as the cardinal sees it, marriage is 
no “vague sentiment,” but a willing act of self-surrender in 
love. Christian marriage is a far cry from “egotism for two, 
mutual selfishness.” The cardinal writes, “Every married 
couple who places God at the center of their conjugal 
life discovers with joy and amazement that their love is 
nourished every day and grows.” In that way, the couple 
reflects God’s steadfast love for us. 

The book unfolds as a conversational dialogue in which 
Cardinal Muller answers probing questions posed to 
him by Carlos Granados, editor-in-chief of “Biblioteca de 
Autores Christianos.”  This book originally appeared in the 
Biblioteca in Spanish.

In a lucid, intelligent and accessible style, Cardinal 
Muller defends the concept of Christian marriage as 
an act of faith.  He writes, “Marriage is not simply living 
together with another person: it is a definitive decision 
within the framework of the relationship of Jesus Christ, the 
Bridegroom, with his Bride the Church.” The cardinal refers 
to Pope Francis’ support of traditional marriage, noting 
that “God willed that marriage should be this intimate, 
exclusive union between one man and one woman: this 
union is the source from which the family emerges and the 

criterion by which to appreciate 
it.” Within this blessed union, 
children are welcomed with joy, 
and experience their parents 
as the first representations of 
God’s unconditional love.

There is no condemnation 
of non-traditional unions in 
this book, only sadness at 
the cultural secularization that has led to confusion 
and unhappiness for many.  Cardinal Muller writes that 
a number of young people today turn their backs on 
traditional marriage. They “refuse to live out and to enjoy 
their love in total fidelity, in an indissoluble marriage: in 
fact, we could say that the idea of commitment frightens 
them.  Consequently, they understand sexuality as a mere 
pleasure, not as a great opportunity to receive and to 
communicate life within a community of love.” 

While always reaffirming Church doctrine in a 
compassionate way, the cardinal tackles divorce and 
remarriage and the Sacrament of the Eucharist for divorced 
and remarried Catholics. He particularly urges support 
for children who are “orphans of divorce,” and who need 
love and acceptance to mature into a healthy adulthood. 
He warns against using false mercy to justify breaches 
of Church doctrine, stating that mercy “should never 
be used as a justification to suspend or invalidate the 
commandments and the sacraments.” To do so, he says, 
would be a “crude manipulation of genuine mercy.”  

Cardinal Muller believes strongly that the Church needs 
to sponsor family Masses for all ages (grandparents, 
parents and children) and dynamic programs to strengthen 
family life, thus undertaking what he refers to as a vigorous 
new evangelization of the family.  He also advocates better 
premarital preparation for couples so they will come to 
understand and appreciate the realities and commitment 
of a Christian marriage, and better preparation of priests 
“to minister to families as such and not just to individuals.”

By linking committed Christian marriage to Jesus’ 
sacrifice for us and by advocating a new evangelization of 
the family, Cardinal Muller has presented a strong defense 
of traditional marriage.  

criterion by which to appreciate 
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Single-Life Gift Annuity Rates*
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10%

* Annuity rate and charitable deduction depend on your age at time of the gift.
  Rates subject to change.

To learn how to supplement
your income with a  
Cardinal Glennon Gift Annuity 
contact Rose Brower  
at 1-800-269-0552 or  
rose_brower@ssmhc.com.

A Cardinal Glennon Gift Annuity 
can o�er big financial benefits for you 
and provide support to sick and injured 
children. A gift for their future and yours!

Single-Life Gift Annuity RatesSingle-Life Gift Annuity Rates* 10%10%

for America’s leading Catholic children’s hospital

The best gifts under the sun

PLEASE RETURN TO: SSM Health Cardinal Glennon Children’s Foundation, 3800 Park Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63110

Please send a gift annuity sample for a gift of:   ❑ $20,000   ❑ $10,000   ❑ $5,000   ❑ $ ______________________________________

Name ____________________________________________________ Date of Birth month/day/year _____________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City______________________________________________________ State/Zip ______________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________ Email __________________________________________________________________  
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Thank you for your 
generous support!

Keep the healing power of Lourdes close to 
you with this wonderful piece of jewelry.  The 
bracelet features a medal with an image of  
Our Lady of Lourdes on the front.  On the back 
is a bubble containing water from the Sacred 
Grotto in Lourdes, France.  Lourdes water is 
known for its healing qualities.  The bracelet 
features two strands of white and pink beads 
strung on a stretch cord for easy wearing.

The Healing Waters Bracelet will be sent 
to you in gratitude for your gift of $12 or more.  
Your donation will support the ministries of the 
Missionary Oblates as we serve poor and needy 
people in our missions around the world.   

Available from the 
Missionary Oblates

Lourdes water on 
back of medal

Follow us on Facebook
facebook.com/oblatesusaorg

Keep the healing power of Lourdes close to 

Healing Waters Bracelet

Find comfort 
knowing this 

bracelet is blessed 
by an Oblate.

Name _________________________________________

Address ________________________________________

City ______________________ State _____ ZIP_______

E-mail _________________________________________

 $12    $20    $25    $30    $45    $_______

 Check/Money Order             
Credit Card # _______  _______  _______  _______
Exp. Date ___ /___
Signature (required)_______________________________

Please send ___  Healing Waters Bracelet(s). 
#210022 ($12 suggested donation each)
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Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate
National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows
9480 N. De Mazenod Drive • Belleville, IL  62223-1160

1-888-330-6264
Donate Now Toll-Free At:

Mon. - Fri. 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Central
Or Visit: oblatesusa.org/ads

10 West 71st St.
New York, NY 10023


