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Y
OU ARE THE JOY IN CDA!

“There are some folks who light up a room 

when they walk in…and others who light it 

up after they’ve gone!” Olga Samaniego, our National 

Regent-Elect, spoke this funny yet true line about the 

difference in disposition of the joyful disciple or the 

“Debbie Downer.”

In the priesthood, in parishes, in jobs, in courts and 

in life we know that the difference between these two 

people is not the conditions of the court, the climate 

of the culture or the challenges we face but the person 

who takes them on. Joyful folks don’t close their eyes to 

challenges, they simply don’t let them control their lives. 

Negative folks will always cry at a carnival whereas joyful 

folks can whistle while they work. 

As Catholic Daughters, be you a Regent, Treasurer, 

Secretary or Member....be the Joy in CDA! Help one 

another! Your love, your faith, your unity in your courts 

should exude from your own happiness with the one 

another. This is essential especially for members who’ve 

been around for years, and will be imperative to drawing 

new members to your courts. 

“You are the Joy in CDA!” This was the opening line of 

the State Officers’ Conference in Belleville, Illinois. It is 

also the theme to bring forward throughout the year. As 

we get back to school, back to work, back to our courts 

and parishes, I hope we can bring that Joy to the people 

in our lives.

God bless you.

 

Fr. Jeffrey J. Maurer 
National Clergy Consultant 

Fr. Jeffrey J. Maurer,
National Clergy Consultant

National Clergy  
Consultant’s Message
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146 State and 
Territorial Officers 
attended the Training 
Conference at Our Lady 
of the Snows Shrine in 
Belleville, Illinois.  
They are truly the  
JOY in CDA!

Texas JCDA present 1903 
Perpetual Enrollment, Make a 
Child’s Wish Come True, Feed 

the Hungry, Honor Veterans and 
Connect the Essential Puzzle 

Pieces of the JCDA Sisterhood at 
State Biennial Convention.

You are the

 Joyin CDA!

19
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D
EAR CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS,

Have you ever heard someone use the 

expression, “This is my pride and joy”? Usually 

he/she is referring to another person or something 

very valuable in his/her life. Maybe it is someone 

or something that enhances the quality of his/her 

life, provides a state of contentment and a source of 

happiness. Sometimes it is even something that he/she 

feels he/she could not live without. 

Joy isn’t just a smile or laugh. Joy is something 

that is deep within and doesn’t leave quickly. Joy 

is an important part of our Christian heritage. It is 

mentioned eighty-eight times in the Old Testament and 

fifty-seven times in the New Testament. St. Paul spoke 

to the Church in Thessalonica, saying “…you are our 

glory and joy” (1 Thess 2:20). To the church at Philippi 

he wrote “…you complete my joy by being of the same 

mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of 

one mind” (Phil 2:2).

In our organization, our members are our source of joy. 

The word organization comes from “organism” meaning 

a system made up of parts that are dependent on each 

other. We depend on the members of CDA to be the “Face 

of CDA” to the communities in which they live. A strong, 

active membership keeps us close to the community we 

support. Sometimes the members of a local court are the 

only contact others will have with CDA.

It is the members who provide us with the necessary 

feedback we need to make improvements and adjustments 

in our goals and in our mission. The members in the courts 

throughout the world, interact on a daily basis with their 

communities. They take theories and policies and put 

them into action. They experience, first hand, what works 

and what still needs tweaking. Without the input of our 

members, we face the possibility of becoming obsolete or 

out of touch with the people we serve. Members coming 

together at meetings, State and National Conventions, 

share ideas successes and failures which can then be 

discussed, implemented or remedied as the situation 

demands. This type of interaction from the individuals 

helps keep CDA on the right track. A strong membership 

tells the world that we are alive, healthy and growing. 

As an organization composed solely of women, we 

are specially attuned to the needs of our society. Pope 

Francis in his recent encyclical Evangelii Gaudium makes 

this point.

The Church acknowledges the indispensable contribution 

which women make to society through the sensitivity, 

intuition and other distinctive skill sets which they, more 

than men, tend to possess. (Chap.II,103). 

In addition to the sensitivity, expertise, and hard work 

of our members, it is also the great generosity of the 

members who provide the financial backing that allows us 

to continue our activities in the Circle of Love. Families, 

seminarians, victims of natural disasters, the aged, the sick 

and children are all enriched through our various charities.

And finally, the Joy is evident in the spiritual journey 

and growth of each of the members. Through their 

faithful participation in the liturgy and various spiritual 

activities, such as communal rosaries and days of prayer, 

members become “disciples filled with joy and with the 

Holy Spirit.” (Acts 13:52)

It is the success of the members that created the success 

of The Catholic Daughters of the Americas. Therefore, 

it is true to say, our Members are the Pride and Joy of 

Catholic Daughters.

God bless you as you begin another CDA year.

In Unity and Charity,

Helene Shepard

National Regent

Helene Shepard,
National Regent

National Regent’s Message

    Serve the 
     Lord with 
gladness! 
                      

—Psalm 
100:2
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Inspiring Books & Films

100th Anniversary
 of Fatima

✦ FATIMA MYSTERIES
Mary’s Message to the Modern Age
Grzegorz Gorny and Janusz Rosikon

A lavishly illustrated over-sized volume 
with glorious photographs and 

insights on the whole story of the appari-

✦ THE 13TH DAY - Stylistically beautiful 
and technically innovative, this acclaimed movie on 
Fatima uses state-of-the-art digital eff ects to create 
stunning images of the visions and the fi nal miracle 
of the sun that have never before been fully realized 
on screen. 13D-M . . .  85 mins, $19.95

✦ FINDING FATIMA - Produced by the 
fi lmmakers of the acclaimed The 13th Day, this 
powerful documentary combines archival footage, 
dramatic reenactments, and original interviews with 
Fatima experts to tell the whole story of Our Lady 
of Fatima. FFA-M . . .  90 mins, $19.95

✦ OUR LADY CAME 
TO FATIMA — Ruth Hume

Readers of this volume of the 
acclaimed Vision Books series 

for youth will be enthralled by the 
inspiring story of three children who 
insisted that Our Lady had indeed 
come to Fatima, and from whose faith 
grew one of the greatest spiritual 
movements of our time. Illustrated
OLCF-P . . . Sewn Softcover, $11.95

✦ FATIMA FOR TODAY
The Urgent Marian Message of Hope
Fr. Andrew Apostoli, CFR

In this authoritative, up to date book, 
Fr. Apostoli, foremost Fatima expert, 

carefully analyzes the Marian apparitions 
and requests, and amazing miracles that 
took place in Fatima, and clears up lin-
gering questions about their meaning. He 
challenges the reader to hear anew the 
call of Our Lady to prayer and sacrifi ce 
in reparation for sin and for the conver-
sion of the world.  16 pages of photos.
FATO-P . . . Sewn Softcover, $17.95

“A masterpiece! Fatima Mysteries is the  most 
comprehensive, thoroughly researched book 
I have ever read on the Fatima apparitions.” 

— Fr. Donald Calloway
Author, Champions of the Rosary

For Children
9-15 years old

tions of Our Lady of Fatima in 1917, perhaps the most important private revelations 
in Church history. A unique work on Fatima that presents the bigger story in pictures 
and detailed text of the historical events before, during and after Mary’s appearances. 
It underscores the serious nature of Our Lady’s requests for prayer and sacrifi ce for the 
conversion of the world and salvation of souls. 
FATM-H . . . 8x10 Hardcover, 400 pp, $34.95

✦ A PATHWAY UNDER 
THE GAZE OF MARY
Sister Lucia of Fatima

An intimate biography of Sister Lucia 
seen through the eyes of the Carmel-

ite Sisters who shared in her daily life for 
57 years in Portugal. It draws upon Sr. 
Lucia’s personal memoirs, letters, writ-
ings and private notes never before pub-
lished, allowing readers to experience 
her personal path of joys and suff erings 
as she spread the message of Fatima.
APU-P . . . Illustrated, Softcover, $19.95

Stylistically beautiful 
DVD

Produced by the 
DVD
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If you have been a member of CDA for any length of time, 
I am sure you have experienced the joy of membership 
in our great Order. Coming closer to God while having 

the opportunity to serve with other great women of faith are 
gifts to be cherished and for which to be thankful. They are 
also gifts that are enhanced when shared. When we offer 
others what we love, rather than our gifts being diminished, 
they are enriched. Just as when a couple welcomes a new 
baby into the family their love for their other children is 
not lessened, when we open our courts to new members 
there is not a loss of the sense of family; instead, the joy of 
service is enriched and the love of God blossoms and grows 
in new directions.

We were reminded at the Convocation sponsored by the 
USCCB in July, that as members of our Church, we are in a 
constant state of mission. Our mission is to witness our faith 
in Christ and to draw others to Him. The way we fulfill our 
mission as Catholic Daughters is to publicly serve others 
with joy and kindness and to invite others to participate in 
that service. Through the act of serving, we help those we 
serve, those who serve with us, and even ourselves to draw 
closer to God.

Our Church in the United States is growing and changing. 
People from all races and ethnicities are becoming part 
of our communities. They are joining our parishes and 
bringing differing customs and perspectives. Sometimes, 

accepting the changes taking place in our parishes and in 
our organization is difficult, but the rewards of embracing 
change are unexpectedly fulfilling. Along with their 
differences, newcomers bring a richness of talent and 
energy. They also bring differing viewpoints and a variety of 
life experiences that can open us to new ideas about ways 
to be of service to God’s people. They will challenge us to 
update our programs and undertake projects that appeal to 
both new and experienced members. 

Because of our differences, we will face challenges. We 
may need to overcome differences in languages, differences 
in cultural celebrations, and maybe even socio-economic 
differences. However, with love, compassion, and patience, 
these differences can be not only overcome, they can also 
help us to understand and accept each other fully as sisters 
in Christ. As our name reminds us, we have a Father who loves 
and cherishes each of His daughters regardless of her place 
or origin. We all have a place in His family, and regardless 
of age, or ethnicity, or race, or any other difference we are 
all called to serve. You may be familiar with the following 
quotation, “Life is God’s gift to mankind; what we do with 
it is our gift to Him,” It is attributed to many people, and its 
meaning is profound. As we live, love, work, and pray, our 
lives are woven together, and we create a beautiful tapestry 
that we can then present to our Father as a gift from the 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas.  

Olga Samaniego
National Regent-Elect
Spiritual Enhancement Chairman

Joy of Change
Embracing the
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E-Mail (Optional)

01-21468-002-E50381

P.O. Box 806, Morton Grove, IL  60053-0806

PRIORITY RESERVATION                   SEND NO MONEY NOW

Shown Actual Size
*Plus a total of $11.98 shipping and service (see bradfordexchange.com). Please allow 4-6 
weeks after initial payment for shipment of your jewelry. Sales subject to product availability 
and order acceptance.

LIMITED-TIME OFFER
Reservations will be accepted on a 
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soon as possible to reserve your ring. 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
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Heavenly Grace Blue Diamond Ring

Over a Dozen Blue and White Diamonds Hand-crafted in Solid Sterling Silver

Finely Engraved with the Meaningful Reminder: 
"With God All Things Are Possible"

An exquisite celebration of the light and love God brings to your life, our “Heavenly Grace” Blue Diamond Ring is a stunning expression of your 
faith, available only from The Bradford Exchange. Hand-crafted in solid sterling silver, this gorgeous ring adds a beautiful yet spiritual touch to the 
sacred Christian symbol of the cross. Featuring a delicate fi ligree band, a cross shines with genuine blue diamonds and has a genuine white diamond 
at the center. For added inspiration, the inside of the band is fi nely engraved with the meaningful sentiment, “With God All Things Are Possible.”

Not Available in Stores—Order Now!

An outstanding value at $129*, the ring is payable in 4 easy installments of $32.25 and backed by our 120-day unconditional guarantee. Available in 
women’s whole and half sizes 5-12, it arrives in a custom case and gift box with a Certifi cate of Authenticity. To reserve yours, send no money now; 
just mail the Priority Reservation.  Don’t miss out on this exclusive offer—order yours today! 

With God
All Things Are Possible

*For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, go to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax.
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The Catholic Daughters of the Americas were invited 
to attend the Convocation 2017 for Catholic Leaders 
in Orlando, Florida on the Fourth of July weekend. It 

was sponsored by the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB). Clergy and lay leaders came together 
to assess the pastoral challenges and opportunities of 
our time, particularly in the context of the Church in the 
United States.

It was an honor for the Executive Officers, Helene, 
Olga, Sherry, Vickie, and Emily to represent each of you 
at this awesome 2017 Convocation. We have attempted 
to summarize the important sections of the sessions that 
we attended.

Needless to say, we were so honored to have our own 
Timothy Cardinal Dolan as the main celebrant and homilist 
at the opening Mass. His message was simple and very clear.

He spoke of four magnificent virtues of Discipleship, 
Unity, Joy and Mission at this opening Mass which took 
place the first Saturday in July. First Saturdays usually honor 
our Blessed Mother Mary. The Cardinal urged us to reflect 
for a moment on the episode of the Visitation of Mary to 
her cousin Elizabeth which can be found in the gospel of St. 
Luke. Mary has just been told by the Archangel Gabriel that 
she was going to be the mother of our Savior. Thus, she is 
the first disciple, attentive to God’s Word and open to Jesus 
Christ. She longs for unity and closeness to her kin Saint 
Elizabeth and she goes on Mission to tell another the glad 
tidings of the Lord’s immanent arrival. She and Elizabeth, as 
well as the two babies in their wombs, Jesus and John the 
Baptist leaped for joy. It is obvious that Mary is a model of 
Discipleship, Unity, Joy and Mission. The Joy of the Gospel is 

the title of the Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Francis which is 
the theme of this historic Convocation. It is in this teaching 
that the Holy Father proposes that discipleship united for 
mission will be characterized and effective only if it is done 
with joy. 

Fr. Frank Donio, S.A.C.,Director of the Pallottine Catholic 
Apostolate Center, spoke at the convocation at the invitation 
of the bishops' organizing committee. Furthermore, Fr. Frank 
was a member of the program planning committee. He wears 
many hats. He is presently the Chaplain of the Campus Court 
in Washington, DC, Court Catholic University # 2646. 

 
Attending this type of event really helps us to understand 

that we are part of a larger picture in the Church. We were 
able to network with people from other organizations. 
The interesting fact is that we all have common goals. 
Guided by the Pope Francis’s apostolic exhortation on the 
proclamation of the Gospel in today’s world we reflected on 
the following topics:

•  What does social analysis tell us about the “landscape” 
of the United States today?

•  How does the call to Missionary discipleship affect the 
way we structure our organizational program?

•  How do we witness to, live out, and celebrate our faith in 
our courts and in our parish communities?

•  What is the spirituality of a missionary disciple in light of 
the goals of our Order?

•  What does it mean for our organization as Catholic 
Daughters to go to the peripheries?

Convocation 2017

The JOYof the Gospel in America

Emily Guilherme
National Secretary-Treasurer

Helene Shepard
National Regent
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As members of the Catholic Daughters we need to reflect 
on the above questions. As leaders in our Church we need to 
share our findings with all of our members.

Sharing our faith should be exhilarating. It should make 
us lean on the Holy Spirit for wisdom and humility. It should 
bubble forth from us like our favorite song. 

Upon reflection of the weekend, the resounding message 
we heard comes from Evangelii Gaudium is GO. Be sent. We 
need to become perpetual missionaries, bringing the light of 
Christ to a dark world. 

Join us in facing our fear and preaching the gospel at all 
times, with words. May you not always be comfortable; as 
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI said, “The world offers you 
comfort, but you were not made for comfort; you were made 
for greatness.” Let us aspire to greatness in our Apostolic 
call. May we always feel the presence of God and may we 
always show God’s presence to others.  

Pausing during the Convocation for a photo, left to right, National 
Secretary-Treasurer Emily Guilherme, National Regent Helene 
Shepard, National Regent-Elect Olga Samaniego, First Vice National 
Regent Sherry Nilles and Texas State Secretary Terry Beltran.

CDA National Chaplain, His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan, 
Archbishop of New York, gave a wonderful homily at the Convocation.

A beautiful view of the altar.
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Good court officers are beyond value in any Catholic 
Daughters court.

Why do good court officers decide not to take 
another office? They did a great job in the present office. They 
have put in massive hours working to keep the court vibrant 
and help it grow. They were team players in every sense of the 
word. Why did they slowly lose their fire? Some of the reasons 
good officers do not stay active include the following: 

Following rules
The good court officer wants to follow the bylaws and 

correct protocol. National and state officers must assure 
the court officer that it is important and necessary to follow 
the bylaws and correct procedure. Allowing courts to “make 
their own rules” or make changes that are not allowed is 
disheartening to the court officer who has worked to follow 
the rules.

Poor performers
Fellow officers who are poor performers impact the whole 

court. It is said in a jazz band, the band is only as good as 
the worst player. No matter how well the band performs, 
everyone hears the worst player. When the weakest link is 
allowed to be an officer, everyone is dragged down to their 
level and work cannot be completed.

A pat on the back
Everyone enjoys a well-deserved pat on the back. 

Rewarding an officer who works hard and gives her best 
makes her feel good and that she is an important part of 
the Catholic Daughters. Find out what makes the officer 
feel most appreciated. Then do it often.

Caring about people
Court officers and the members must show care and 

concern for each other. Pray for one another. Showing real 
care for each member and officer creates an organization 
that will welcome new members while supporting 
established members. This is carried out in the Circle of 
Love which is the heart and soul of Catholic Daughters. 

Looking at the big picture
Looking only at the local court can create a very small 

window for seeing the whole world. The work of the officers 
is to give the big picture. That in turn will give the officers 
and indeed even the court purpose. Be willing to listen and 
learn about all the needs of those who do not have the 
many amenities we enjoy in America.

Pursuing their passions
Talented officers are passionate. Allowing officers 

the opportunity to pursue their passion improves their 
productivity and job satisfaction. Officers who are allowed 
to pursue their passions are five times more productive 
than the norm.

Having fun
If work is fun, officers will not only perform better but 

will also will be much more willing to take another officer 
position to share their joy with others. Officers need to 
experience the great joy in being of service to the Lord 
through the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. 

Support the officers in your court. Enjoy the many talents of 
each member of Catholic Daughters. Share the joy in serving 
the Lord with each member of the Catholic Daughters.

Following the points listed will ensure that the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas will be alive and active for our 
daughters, granddaughters and even great-granddaughters. 
This is our legacy to pass on to those generations.  

Leadership
Sherry Nilles
First Vice National Regent
Leadership Chairman

Catholic Daughters of the Americas
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YES! Please reserve the “True Meaning of Christmas” Nativity 

Tree Collection for me as described in this announcement. 

SEND NO MONEY NOW.

9210 Maryland Street 
Ni les,  IL 60714-1322

Stands 
3 Feet Tall!

 Angel ornaments 
bearing words 
of inspiration 
fl oat among 

the branches.

(shown small-
er than actual 
size of 3.5” H)

Shipment One
“Santa and his 

Bag of Toys”

³

Shipment 
Two

3 foot Pre-lit 

Christmas Tree 

³

Even Santa knows that the true meaning of Christmas 
is celebrating the birth of Christ...the Greatest Gift ever 
given. And to show his deep reverence, Santa is carving 
his own gifts of a wondrous nativity scene just for 
you! That’s the inspirational spirit for this exclusive 
collection. This masterpiece of handcrafting and hand-
painting shimmers with light, from the illuminated star 
tree topper to the 50 softly glowing lights across the 
frosted branches. You’ll also enjoy Santa and his bag 
of toys plus the fi gurines, Angel ornaments and Holy 
Crèche all crafted with the look of carved wood!  

 A superb value that’s Not Available in Any Store. 
Act now!

Your collection begins with “Santa and his Bag 
of Toys” that can be yours for only $49.98 
payable in three easy installments of $16.66  
each*, the first billed before shipment. 
Subsequent shipments, each billed separately 
at the same low price, will arrive about every 
other month. These include your 3 foot pre-lit 
frosted Christmas tree, additional figurines, 
ornaments and Angel ornaments. As an 
added value, the snowy white tree skirt 
with red trim is included FREE with 
Shipment Three. You may cancel 
at any time and your satisfaction is 
assured with our best-in-the-business 
365-day guarantee.  To get yours, you 
need send no money now. Simpy 
log on or complete and mail the 
Reservation Application today! 

A First Ever with Santa and 
Movable Nativity Figurines 

and Ornaments featuring the 
Look of Carved Wood!  

“True Meaning of 

Christmas” Nativity 

Tree Collection

Shipment Three
“Holy Family, Crèche & 

FREE Tree Skirt”

³

©Hawthorne Village  14-01881-001-BI

www.bradfordexchange.com/Meaning

Shown smaller 
than its impressive 

actual size of 36” tall.

*For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, go to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax



Guess Who is Expecting?
Vickie M. Feist
Second Vice National Regent
2018 National Convention Chair

When I was a new bride, I was so excited about the possibility of motherhood. Both my hubby and I grew up with 7 
siblings and prayed we would be blessed with children. Suddenly I was very attentive to pregnant women. Then 
when I was gifted with pregnancy, it seemed to me that so many women around were pregnant, too. 

With pregnancy came being asked regularly, “When are you due?” People I didn’t even know would want to know. I, 
too, would ask other pregnant women. The continual focus for months was on that day when our blessing was expected 
to be born.

I want to share with you all the due dates shared by several women awaiting their blessings. So, who is expecting? 
Helene Shepard, her board, and the Catholic Daughters of South Dakota are all preparing as they are awaiting the beautiful 
blessing of the 57th Biennial National Catholic Daughters of the Americas Convention in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

The due date is July 18, 2018. And the gift of this birth is for YOU! Be saving up your gift money to pay for your trip to this 
convention. I can assure you, this baby is really going to be something else!

When? 

July 16-22, 2018
Where? 

Sheraton Sioux Falls & Convention Center, 

Sioux Falls, SD
More details to come.  
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Joy means a state of the mind and orientation of the 
heart. Joy is something or someone that provides a 
state of happiness for others. The joy could be in the 

home, community, church, as well as in our CDA family. In 
our CDA family, we display joy in a variety of ways. We pray 
and fellowship together, volunteer, and we make financial 
donations to support those in need.

 Praying together is one of the deepest joys we share as 
Catholic Daughters. What an indescribable gift to have 
so many family members praying for one another. When 
members pray together, it helps 
to strengthen their faith which 
brings joy into many lives. The 
joys and benefits of praying are 
not just limited to one. A shared 
joy is an abundance of joy. God 
means for us to not only pray in 
our homes but also to pray with 
our friends and neighbors. It 
brings joy, when members pray 
for each other in the various 
ministries and manifestations of 
our great commissions. Praying 
together is the single most 
significant thing we can do to 
cultivate unity within our family. 
When we pray, we are sharing in 
Christ which results in a deeper 
and richer unity. There is power 
in prayer. 

Members understand the 
importance of promoting good 
works by reaching out and making a difference in the lives of 
others, especially those who are suffering. God has given us 
talents which we use by volunteering our service or lending 
a helping hand through financial assistance. It’s a blessing 
to have active members in our local CDA courts, churches 
and in our communities. Members are known to assist with 
the spiritual development of our youth, collecting food for 
the hungry, prepping and serving food in the soup kitchens, 

cooking meals for college students, praying rosaries for 
unborn children, participating in the March for Life, hosting 
movies nights at the church, making and donating Tote Quiet 
Bags for children during Mass, making blankets and bears for 
chronically ill children, donating to various charities (locally 
and globally) and by working endless hours in their parishes 
and communities. 

We truly represent the CDA motto, Unity and Charity. We 
are unified and show love as it is represented through Jesus 
Christ, who is love. We continue to turn to God for guidance 

and support. As Catholic 
Daughters, we allow our faith 
to work on our behalf. It is our 
faith that allows us to offer our 
time and talents with joy. Just 
as Jesus had compassion for 
all people, so do the Catholic 
Daughters. Our compassion is 
shown by how we minister to 
the needs of all people, through 
love with dignity and respect. 
We reach out to those who 
are hungry, hurting, suffering 
financially, and those who suffer 
with sorrow and pain, showing 
compassion as Christ did.

When we fellowship with one 
another, we share our ideals, 
play games, get to test out a new 
dish that a member is so proud 
of, share information about our 
families, or listen to a member 

who might be going through a hard time at home or on the job. 
We sing and dance together and most importantly, are there 
to celebrate each other spreading the joy in our hearts. We lift 
our sisters’ spirits, not knowing their situation. We never know 
what is going on in our members’ lives. 

Let us continue to pray and fellowship together, support our 
churches and communities, and we will continue to be the joy 
of Catholic Daughters.  

A Shared Joy Essie Walker
National Director
Family Chairman

Prayer of Joy
Heavenly Father,  

We come to you with humble hearts,
Thanking You for our marvelous joys and many 

blessings which You bestow upon our  
CDA family members each day.

Loving Father, teach us the art of continual prayer, 
thanksgiving and fellowship.

Help us to continue to share our time and talents.
Guide our hearts and minds, as we continue to serve 

our churches and communities.
Give us strength to continue caring for our sisters and 

brothers in unity and charity
- - especially those most in need.

We ask of these blessings in the Name of Jesus,
Who is Savior and Lord, forever and ever. Amen!
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The Texas Junior Catholic Daughters held their 
27th Biennial State Convention June 23-25, 
2017 at the Embassy Suites Hotel in McAllen, 

Texas. The Convention theme was “I Am the Bread 
of Life.” During the three day convention, JCDA 
members from throughout the state came together 
to experience fellowship, share the good works 
being done, elect new officers and interact with 
national and state CDA members.

Court members came in on Friday and were 
treated to fun in the park with games, dancing and 
a performance by Matachines Dancers to honor Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. 

Saturday included feeding the poor by filling bags of 
food to donate to St. Vincent De Paul’s food program. 

National Regent Elect Olga Samaniego greeted 
the assembly while congratulating and commending 
the courts for the great works being done all over 
the state.

A CDA pep rally led by State CDA Officers provided plenty 
of pep and CDA spirit for all in attendance.

The convention was convened Saturday morning and 
business conducted. The courts and state officers presented 
reports of their activities over the two-year term including 
PowerPoint presentations showing the activities. Members 
took time to create cards for veterans to be delivered to 
veterans in hospitals. Members also took time to honor our 
fallen heroes by visiting the Veteran’s Memorial. New state 
officers were elected and adult recognition and outstanding 
junior awards given.

National Youth Chairman Arline Rich presented a 
Certificate of Recognition. Mrs. Rich shared that she, 
herself, was a JCDA member and this was her first State 
JCDA convention.

A 1903 Society Perpetual Enrollment was given to Msgr. 
John Peters for his 34 years as JCDA State Chaplain

A check was presented to the Make A Wish Foundation 
to make a child’s Wish come true. Funds came from 
Donations by JCDA and CDA courts through the State 

Christmas in June project.
Another highlight of the convention was puzzle pieces 

containing pictures of JCDA courts, state officers, chairmen, 
chaplain, CDA officers and national representatives handed 
out to be fit together to complete a puzzle to symbolize 
how we all fit together as essential pieces of JCDA. Later 
the puzzle was turned over to reveal a silhouette of the 
Lord’s Supper as a reflection of the convention theme and 
symbolizing that we are all part of God’s plan and that we 
fit together in performing His spiritual works.

Mass was followed by the installation of the new State JCDA 
officers. In the photo, front left to right, 2017-2019 officers 
Victoria Eastland, Jocilyn Rodriguez, Alyssa Ramirez, Claire 
Supak and Emily Cook. Back row, Co-chair Sheila Martinka, 
2015-2017 officers Elyssa Wagner, Rebecca Rodriguez, Alison 
Muldrow, Emma Greene, Kristian Castro, Co-Chair Peggy 
Supak and Texas State Chaplain Msgr. John Peters. 

A full convention report can be found on Texas State CDA 
website: www.texascda.org/jcdaconvention.php  

Texas JCDA present 1903 Perpetual 
Enrollment, Make a Child’s Wish Come True, Feed the 
Hungry, Honor Veterans and Connect the Essential Puzzle 
Pieces of the JCDA Sisterhood at State Biennial Convention.
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CDA in 

St. Thomas, Virgin Islands

It was with joy that I accepted the lovely invitation from 
Carole Evelyn Nelthrope, Regent of Court Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help # 2049 in St. Thomas, Virgin Islands. As 

the National Regent and Supervisor of the Virgin Islands, I 
accepted the invitation to visit the Catholic Daughters on 
the Island. This visit was coupled with the special occasion 
of their 45th Anniversary in St Thomas and my attendance 
at their court meeting.

It was interesting to find out that the Catholic Daughters 
began there as a result of the vision of Genevieve 
Christensen who was instrumental in bringing her friends 
to a meeting which was held in her home. They were 
parishioners of the Cathedral and as a result of this 
meeting, with Blanca, Josephine and Agnes the court soon 
became a reality on May 21, 1972.

It was an honor for me to work with the ladies of the 
court to set up for the “First Class” dinner which was 
held on Sunday after a beautiful Mass. I was grateful for 
the opportunity to speak at Mass. The joy of the Gospel 
was most evident during this liturgy. There was beautiful 
music with tremendous participation. You could not miss 
the Catholic Daughters as they were either in their robes or 
in white. The officers proudly wore their robes. 

I attended one of their local court meetings which 
was well attended and efficiently run by Regent Carole 
Nelthrope. Their outreach was very impressive. It was after 
the meeting that we had to get ready for the big event.

At the dinner on Sunday, I had the pleasure of meeting Rev. 
Neil Scantlebury, Pastor of Holy Family Church where the Mass 
was celebrated. The dinner followed in Columbian Hall.

There were six Past Regents in attendance, and they 
received CDA pins for their accomplishments and dedication 
to the Catholic Daughters. A Congressional Citation was 
presented for all their good works on the Island. It was this 
court that helped with the completion of the Cathedral of 
Saints Peter and Paul in downtown Charlotte Amalie. I had 
the opportunity to speak and then to present them with 
a certificate in gratitude for all their hard work. We all 
enjoyed the cultural Dancers from the Philippines. It was a 

memorable day for all who attended this celebration of the 
Catholic Daughters.

Aubré Nelthrope, husband of the court regent was an 
outstanding tour guide. I think I saw every inch of the Island 
in one day. It is a magnificent Island filled with the beauty 
of God’s handiwork. It is one visit that I will not forget. 

The charitable works of the Catholic Daughters were most 
evident during this visit. They even support orphaned children 
in South America. They have been supporting seminarians, 
and distributing Christmas care packages to shut- ins.

The weekend came to an end when I landed back in 
Newark, but the memory of our sisters in the Virgin Islands 
will long be remembered.  

National Regent Helene Shepard, back row, right, with members of 
Court Our Lady of Perpetual Help at the banquet table.

Helene Shepard
National Regent
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Mustard-Seed 
FA I T H

Lord, St. Luke tells us that Your apostles
begged You to increase their faith. At that

moment, they must have felt somehow deficient,
like Peter when he walked on water toward You,
looked down, lost his nerve and began to sink.

Don’t we often feel the same?
Even though they traveled with You daily, 

heard Your teaching, saw You heal the sick,
turn water into wine and feed five thousand,

the chosen twelve must have had some doubts.
Don’t we often feel the same?

You, ever the consummate storyteller, turned
the apostles’ plea for stronger faith upside down.
Even faith the size of a mustard seed is powerful,

so You said, powerful enough to uproot 
a mulberry tree and cause it to grow in the sea.

Now a mustard seed is tiny: just a speck in
the palm of a hand. That we know.

But when it is planted and deeply rooted
and nurtured it grows to a giant size quite
capable of sheltering birds. That we know.

So too, Your story tells us that our
mustard-seed faith grows and grows when

it is rooted in God’s receptively rich soil. 
Lord, we bring our own little seed of faith

to You, and, like Your apostles, humbly
ask you to increase it with each passing day. 
We have no desire to uproot mulberry trees,
nor do we wish to see them grow in the sea.

What we do wish, Lord, is to bring Your message
of saving grace to others. Won’t You please

increase our faith so we can be deeply rooted
followers who serve you in constancy and love?

Copyright © by Peggy Eastman, 2016

“Serious fun  
mixed with  

the joy of faith!”
—Pat Gohn

Author of Blessed, Beautiful,  
and Bodacious

What do Wonder Woman  
and St. Katherine Drexel  

have in common?
How about St. Clare  

of Assisi and Rey,  
the ingénue from  

Star Wars:  
The Force Awakens?
Award-winning author  

MARIA MORERA JOHNSON  
follows up her bestselling book, 

My Badass Book of Saints,  
with a unique and daring 

exploration of the cardinal 
virtues through the saints and 

heroines of science fiction, 
fantasy, and comic books.

192 pages, $15.95

Look for this title wherever  
books and eBooks are sold.

For more information  
visit avemariapress.com.

NEW
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Teen’s 

Fighting Spirit

SSM Health Cardinal Glennon Children’s Hospital Update

Sixteen-year old Dru Hemmann’s story is harrowing. 
While recreational riding on an ATV with family and 
friends last year, the Perryville, Missouri native 

hit loose gravel and flipped. “I stuck my leg out to catch 
myself,” Dru explains, “and my leg was crushed.” 

Dru was airlifted to SSM Health Cardinal Glennon 
Children’s Hospital in St. Louis, Missouri where she was 
diagnosed with a severe leg fracture and extensive soft 
tissue loss. Dr. Elizabeth Engel, a pediatric orthopedic 
specialist at SSM Health Cardinal Glennon, describes 
the treatment. “We had four orthopedic surgeons and 
specialists from plastic surgery, vascular surgery and 
general surgery all working together to try to save her leg.” 

Despite the intensive effort of the medical team the doctors 
had to tell Dru and her family that amputation was the best 
option. Dru’s father Mike was devastated but grateful for 
the compassion and skill of the treating physicians. “The 
doctors at Cardinal Glennon really cared about Dru. They 
tried time after time to do whatever they could to save Dru’s 
leg, but in the end it wasn’t possible. Dru’s plastic surgeon, 
Dr. Alexander Lin, had tears in his eyes when he said there 
was too much damage to save the leg.”

What made the situation even more difficult was that Dru 
loved sports and was a standout athlete. Just weeks before 
the accident she was named her school’s Female Athlete of 
the Year.

Through sheer determination, Dru powered through two 
amputations. Physical and mental toughness sustained 
her during painful rehabilitation. Amidst the darkness of 
her horrible ordeal the care she received at SSM Health 

Cardinal Glennon was a source of light. “We were so happy 
with our experience at Cardinal Glennon,” Dru’s mom Tracy 
said. “I felt like the nurses and doctors gave Dru excellent 
care and were very good at explaining clearly what was 
going on. We were there so long and so often that Dru 
became friends with a lot of the nurses.”

A month after she got her first prosthetic (an artificial 
limb that replaces a leg) Dru started high school, walking 
first with crutches and then without crutches around the 
entire school track. She also started playing volleyball with 
a regional select team. 

Dru’s rapid comeback still amazes the doctors. “You 
sometimes second guess yourself because we are trained 
to save legs, not remove them,” Dr. Engel said. “To see her 
getting right back into things within a very short time frame 
makes you feel like you made the right decision. Dru has 
shown us all that amputation is not the end of her world.”

Tracy adds, “We want other active kids to know that an 
amputation is not the end of the world. And I hope that 
young people who find themselves in Dru’s situation will 
be as fortunate as we were to find doctors as competent 
and caring as those at Cardinal Glennon. Their compassion 
and expertise, combined with Dru’s strength and fighting 
spirit, allowed her to pull through this ordeal and become 
a true winner.”

Dru concludes, “I can run, walk and play volleyball. I just 
made the high school soccer team and I’m practicing with 
them, too.” 

She adds with a smile, “Yep, it’s game on!”

To watch Dru’s video visit glennon.org/dru-hemmann • Please refer to advertisement on the front, inside cover.

and Excellent Medical Care Overcome Tragedy

Dru Hemmann at the 
Volleyball court.

Tom Panas
National Public  
Relations Director
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You are the

 JoyAll state and territorial officers were invited to 
attend the training conference at Our Lady of 
the Snows Shrine in Belleville, Illinois. It was 

well attended by 146 Catholic Daughters and the 
entire National Board along with Tom Panas, our Public 
Relations Chairman. 

It was at this conference that Tom took the pictures of 
all the state regents. They were also asked the question, 
“How would you spread JOY in your term of office?” 

We hope you enjoy getting to know the new state 
regents and their goals for spreading CDA joy.

Irene Mary Gramza 

Arizona 

I hope to spread joy by being more uplifting in 
my mood and posture, to listen to their “Joy,” 
too, to find “Joy” messages for our meetings. 
I will look for people of “Joy” to serve as 
Chairman of the Circle of Love and other 
committees. 

Trudy Pascale 

Arkansas 

I believe Joy is in your mind, heart and soul. 
When you truly have joy in your soul, it radiates 
through everything you do and transfers over 
to others. I’m blessed to have a truly gifted and 
spiritual board. We are filled with joy and know 
we can accomplish so much during the next 
two years. I want our members to see we are 
happy and joyful to be serving them and that 
being a part of such a great organization is a 
joyful step in our goal to follow God’s will. 

Karen Bootz 

California 

I will spread joy by enhancing the 
communication resources to enable the 
membership more accessibility to obtain the 
information necessary to conduct the business 
of their courts with joy and unity. 

Bonnie Valcik 

Colorado 

Joy will be spread by having more fun activities 
mixed in with more spiritual retreats or offer 
more specialized trainings (according to the 
needs of each court: Circle of Love, Membership, 
e.g.) for each court as they need them. 

Gail Krasinski 

Connecticut 

I hope and pray that I will spread joy by always 
wearing a smile. 

Michele Bowman 

Florida 

I plan to visit local courts as much as possible 
and encourage interaction between courts 
to create a true sense of unity. There is joy in 
making new friends in CDA. In the process, I 
hope to attract new members and establish 
new courts in Florida. 

Louise Bluhm 

Idaho 

I will spread joy by showing gratitude! Our 
courts are miles apart – North and South. I 
have asked that all courts share events and 
activities they are doing with other courts as a 
means of getting to know each other. Also, to 
encourage all to do what they can to “make a 
difference” in church and community. 

Pat Sloan 

Illinois 

Joy can be spread by staying close to Jesus, 
leading us to love of neighbor and the values, 
worth, and dignity of each member. 

in CDA!
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Jan Grundmeyer 

Iowa 

Joy can be spread by a personal visit by a 
State Officer to each of the 67 courts in the 
State of Iowa. 

Connie Dronette 

Louisiana 

I spread the JOY in my state by bringing 
members closer to Jesus. I do this by example 
in working through our motto of “Unity and 
Charity” with lots of hugs and smiles!! 

Marguerite Collins 

Maryland 

Joy can be spread by approaching each State 
Board meeting or meetings with local courts 
with energy and enthusiasm so they know you 
are happy and want to be with them. 

Tricia McShane 

Massachusetts 

Joy can come from “Less whining and more wine-
ing.” We need to celebrate who we are. I will let 
all members know how important they are to me 
and to CDA through visits to courts and individual 
mailings. My Board and I will go out two-by-two to 
visit courts – Senior, Campus and Junior Courts – 
to remind them of the value and uniqueness that 
each of them bring to the membership. My Board 
brings me joy, and I hope with their help to spread 
the “Good News” of CDA through that joy. 

Evonne Seivert 

Minnesota 

Scripture tells us to “Rejoice and be glad!” I 
would love to see our court members do more 
to ignite the spirit of God’s joy in one another. 
With that in mind, let it begin with me. I believe 
we are each a spark of God and need to share 
the joyful spirit of God with each other. I want 
to promote programs with more smiles and 
more sharing of fun times and relate them to 
God’s goodness. I will smile at each member I 
encounter and remind my members to promote 
more laughter and joyful thoughts. Prayer is 
essential, joy is healing! In our conversations, 
may we share our joy in Christ more than ever. 

Kelly M. Ihde 

Montana 

I will spread JOY by sharing my spirituality 
with the other state officers and sharing 
that special connection with the rest of 
Montana’s membership. 

Nancy J. Brown 

Nebraska 

I will spread joy by always being available and 
approachable to my sisters in Christ, letting 
them know they are important by visiting 
their courts. 

Jina Couvrette 

Nevada 

I have emphasized the spirituality and service and 
will continue to do so in my second term. Praying 
and serving together creates a bond that results 
in an increase in the love shared by our members. 
I will also pray that the Holy Spirit will help me to 
model humility and gratitude for the women in my 
state, who inspire me to be better as a Catholic 
woman and as a leader in this Order. It is knowing 
that all we have and all we do is not of our own 
power but the power of God working in us. 

Elaine S. Bean 

New Hampshire 

Spreading joy is all well and good. We know 
that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love Him. Romans 8:28 

Maria Rau 

New Jersey 

You can only spread what you hold in your 
hands. I will take the joy in my heart and place 
it in my hands and share it with others.

Angelina Romero 

New Mexico 

I will spread joy by serving the Lord with a 
smile and sharing his Love with my CDA sisters. 

Heather A. Rave 

New York 

There are many ways through which one can 
spread the Joy in CDA – by listening and helping 
with the needs and desires of our membership 
and by taking action where necessary. But the 
one way that I think always works is by being 
available, happy, and joyous yourself! 

Belinda Swager 

North Carolina 

I will spread joy with better communication 
and delegation! Make time to visit each court, 
make sure everyone knows she is appreciated.
 

State R
egen

ts
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Laurel Ann Dukart 

North Dakota 

Continue to ask North Dakota Catholic women to 
JOIN (JOY in) Catholic Daughters and encourage 
members to do the same. Remember OTHERS 
(all North Dakota members) are what made and 
keep North Dakota CDA Strong! Focus on YOU 
(when coming to me with your concerns, ideas, 
etc.) – Listen, Hear, Respond! With the Holy Spirit 
I will JOYfully serve the members of NDCDA! 

Gwendolyn Hammons 

Oklahoma 

Be more present as a state board to the local 
courts by visiting each court and their meetings 
and anniversaries, increase communication 
through joyful messages through various 
social media, sponsor a team workshop for 
District Deputies and Circle of Love Chairman 
to develop more knowledge of each spoke of 
Circle of Love and educate DDs to know their 
duties and responsibilities. 

Irene Duda 

Oregon 

A positive attitude in all things CDA and help 
those on our path. 

Peg (Rafferty) Witas 

Pennsylvania 

Communicating by publicizing in newsletters, 
websites, newspapers, radio, television and 
other forms such as one-on-one with others 
expressing the charitable works and activities 
done by CDA members is how Joy can spread 
in my term as State Regent. Following Jesus, 
serving Others, and saying Yes when asked to 
assist or serve is another way of spreading Joy. 
As my theme is “Taste and See the Goodness 
of the Lord,” by using the senses we have been 
given to be of service and to see where others 
need encouragement or a listening ear. To take 
time to “smell the roses,” we can taste Joy.
 
Ivone da Silveira 

Puerto Rico 

With a smile, walking by the hand of Jesus and 
Mary changing lives and serving others. 

Brenda Anderson 

South Dakota 

Hosting a National Convention, starting at least 
two new Courts, stop the drip of losing members. 

Rosie Stockwell 

Texas 

“Be Not Afraid!” (St. John Paul the Great) to be 
Courageous Women of Faith. In so doing we 
will spread joy. 

Pamela J. Poland 

Vermont 

The major goal of my term as a State Regent is to 
bring the Unity back into Unity and Charity. Each 
Catholic Daughter should experience the JOY of 
belonging to this large, National organization, 
the JOY of spending quality time with Catholic 
Daughters from other towns, states, and 
countries. It is good for us to go outside our 
usual bubble and encounter other joyful women 
who are also dedicated to serving God. 

Eileen Dumansky 

Virginia 

As I visit each of the courts, I will bring to them 
the works undertaken by our other courts 
– especially those works that have brought 
joy. This will allow other courts to learn and 
perhaps take these ideas and use them to also 
find the Joy of our Lord. 

Nanci Cornell 

Washington 

Joy will be spread by our continued spirituality, 
along with open and positive communication. 
Being visible and attending as many functions 
as possible. 

Kathryn Sims 

West Virginia 

I plan on spreading Joy by walking with Mary 
by my side. 

Ruth Busch 

Wisconsin 

Joy will be spread by praying with my CDA 
sisters at meetings, trusting in the Lord to 
guide us in our thoughts and action. Thank and 
be grateful to Catholic Daughters for kindness 
in charity shown to fellow human beings in 
need. Staying positive! 
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Martha Hamboussi 

National Office Manager

Martha administers the day-to-day 
office functioning and oversees 
weekly meetings with the staff. If you 
have comments or questions about 
the office, robe and banner orders, 
or PayPal transfers, contact Martha 
at cdofanatl1@aol.com. (Or call her 
at 212-877-3041. Remember that 
Martha speaks Spanish and Arabic 
fluently, and some Greek, so if one of 
these is your preferred language don’t 
hesitate to call upon her wonderful 
language skills to help you with your 
communications). 

Alyssa D’Angelo 

Accounts Receivable

Alyssa will soon be Alyssa Brady 
when she marries in October. 
Congratulations! Alyssa receives 
donations, dues, and sales orders 
with checks attached. She also makes 
bank deposits. If you have a question 
about invoices, checks you’ve sent, 
statements, donations or other money 
matters, contact Alyssa at cdadues@
aol.com. 

Gloria Linley 

Secretary

Gloria has been at Headquarters for 
many years. If you wish to purchase 
a grave-marker or gold jewelry, have 
questions or changes regarding 
rosters, financial reviews, court 
officers’ lists, or member email, 
address, phone number and start 
dates, contact Gloria at cdaroster@aol. 

Kelly Miller 

Secretary 

Kelly is the newest addition to the 
Headquarters staff, having just started 
in June. Welcome, Kelly! If you have 
State Officer Lists or State Financial 
Reviews, send them to Kelly. If you 
have questions about establishing 
a new court, or wish to order court 
charters (including JCDA), 100 year 
Anniversary Plaques or have questions 
about reprieves and disbandment, 
contact Kelly at Cdofanatl@aol.com. 

Gigi Barreca 

Membership Secretary

In November, Gigi will have been 
working at Headquarters for three 
years. If you have questions about 
membership applications, renewal 
applications, transfer cards, deletion 
reports or 1903 donations, contact Gigi 
at cdafiles@aol.com.

Joe Delgado 

Shipping Coordinator

Joe puts your orders to the CDA 
Store into action. He finds the right 
container, packs your items carefully, 
and – this is an important part of his 
job that affects how much you pay 
– is diligent about finding the least 
expensive way to send your order. 
Joe doesn’t communicate via email, 
so if you have questions about orders 
contact the other staff members as 
explained above. 

Tom Panas 

National Public Relations Director

Tom has been with the Catholic 
Daughters for many years. He greeted 
some of you when he handled 
registration at the State Officers 
Conference in July, and you may see 
him in the same capacity at Convention 
in South Dakota next year. If you have 
questions about SHARE, placing an ad 
in SHARE or reaching out to the media, 
contact Tom at cdashare@aol.com  

National 
Office Update
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God Bless You!
Special Thanks to Mary Impellizeri and 
Theresa Duran for their many years of 
dedication and service to the Catholic 

Daughters of the Americas.
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TEXAS COURT CELEBRATES  
40TH ANNIVERSARY 
Court Our Lady of Humility #2147, Houston, Texas, celebrated its 

40th Anniversary with Mass, reception, and a pinning ceremony 

at St. Gregory the Great Catholic Church. Knights of Columbus 

Assembly #1141 Fourth Degree provided an honor guard at Mass 

to help make this a very special occasion. Rev. Damian O. Odunze 

celebrated Mass, with a wonderful homily championing the 

charitable works of the Catholic Daughters around the world as 

a way for all Catholic women to live out their Christian ideals. In 

the photo, court members in white pause during the celebration. 

NEBRASKA COURT HOLDS 70TH 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
Mass for the 70th anniversary of Court Guardian Angels #1384, 

West Point, Nebraska, was celebrated by Court Chaplain 

Monsignor Mel Wiese. In his homily, Monsignor Wiese encouraged 

those present to represent Christ to the world in a special way. 

“When the darkness surrounds us, we should see everything in 

the Light. You can celebrate the sacredness and joy of marriage. 

You can help; you can share it and spread it.” Regent Marietta 

Otte introduced former regents who spoke about their leadership 

experiences. Historian Loretta Muhs presented the court history. 

Nebraska State Regent Nancy Brown was present with her 

husband Gary Brown. In the photo, left to right, Gary Brown, Nancy 

Brown, Marietta Otte, Monsignor Wiese and Loretta Muhs.

KANSAS COURT CELEBRATES  
GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY 
Court Salina #1972, Salina, Kansas, celebrated its golden jubilee 

year with Mass at Sacred Heart Cathedral followed by a dinner 

reception. Most Rev. Edward Joseph Weisenburger, Bishop of 

Selina, con-celebrated Mass with Rev. Larry Letourneau and Rev. 

LeRoy Metro. Members of Court Evarista #1138, Clyde, Kansas, 

also joined in the festivities. In the photo, attendees are joined 

by Bishop Weisenburger and Court Spiritual Advisor Sister 

Carolyn Juenemann. 

NINETY-FIVE YEARS FOR  
PENNSYLVANIA COURT 
The 95th Anniversary celebration of Court Westinghouse #759, 

Turtle Creek, Pennsylvania, was very well attended.  In the photo, 

center, front, seated, Joyce Hunter.  First row, Eileen Ketler; Colette 

McCaffrey, Pennsylvania state treasurer; Margaret Giordano, 

second vice state regent; Peg Witas, state regent; Peggy Guckin, 

ntional director and immediate past state regent; Shirley Hall, first 

vice state regent; Lisa McCann, state secretary; Betty Dombrosky, 

banner bearer; and Ann Malarkey, color guard. Second row, Rosa 

Luciano; Susan Knoedl, color guard; Margeurite Crokus, recording 

secretary; Donna Egan, treasurer; Rev. James E. Kunkel, pastor 

and chaplain; Christina Seese, regent; Margaret MarieGowaty, 

vice Rregent; Mary Catherine Edgar; Laraine McGinnis, past Sstate 

Rregent; and Letty Calvetti, past second vice national regent. Third 

Row, Jane Brosius, Carol Davis, Terry Gojkovich, Patti Connelly, 

Denise Simpson and Nikki Bruni. Fourth Row, Knights of Columbus 

Honor Guard. 
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NINETY YEARS FOR WISCONSIN COURT 
Members of Court St. Rose #1062, Wausau, Wisconsin, celebrated 

their 90th Anniversary with Mass, a luncheon, and a “step back in 

time” fashion show. Standing around the court’s anniversary cake, 

left to right, Arlene Buchberger, financial secretary; Pauline Riedl, 

regent; Ruth Busch, Wisconsin state regent; Bernice Lansing, first 

vice state regent; Sandra Borreson, second vice state regent; 

Jeanne Austad, state treasurer; and Sister Carol Hlava, court 

spiritual advisor. 
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CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY FOR 
PENNSYLVANIA COURT 
Court Lambing #314, Scottdale, Pennsylvania, celebrated its 

hundredth anniversary this year. In the photo, first row, Margaret 

Giordano, second vice state regent; Shirley Hall, first vice state 

regent; Sherry Nilles, first vice national regent; Dolores Glowacki, 

regent; Alice Gismondi, vice regent; and Peggy Guckin, national 

director and immediate past state regent. Second row, Letty 

Calvetti, past second vice national regent; Shirley Jubec, financial 

secretary; Susan Farrah, treasurer; Ruth Farrah, recording 

secretary; and Lisa McCann, state secretary.

NEVADA COURT CELEBRATES  
70TH ANNIVERSARY 
Court Ave Maria #1420, Las Vegas, Nevada, commemorated 70 

years of service with Mass con-celebrated by Chief Celebrant 

Monsignor Greg Gordon, Rev. Gregorio, and Rev. Mugaga. Court 

members participated as lectors, Eucharistic ministers and gift 

bearers. The celebration continued with a champagne brunch, 

musical interludes and proclamations from Most Reverend Joseph 

A. Pepe, Bishop of Las Vegas, and members of the Nevada State 

Court. Nevada State Regent Jina Couvrette, officers and members 

of other Las Vegas courts, family members and parishioners also 

joined the festivities. Long term court members were honored 

with membership pins.

TEXAS COURT CELEBRATES 55 YEARS 
Court St. Francis of Assisi #1887, San Antonio, Texas, which was 

instituted in 1962 with 44 members from 16 parishes, celebrated 

its 55th anniversary. Among those attending was special guest 

Texas State Regent Rosie Stockwell, who presented the court 

with a certificate and Mass card. Attendees received CDA pins 

ranging from five to 55 years, two charter member pins, and 

commemorative T-shirts. In the photo, front row, Rosie Stockwell; 

Michael Benavides; Zulema Mota, secretary; Leticia Flores, vice 

regent; Eva Gomez, charter member; Amelia Torres, regent; Maria 

Clark, financial secretary; and Janie Belletz, treasurer. Second row, 

Dolores Correa, Socorro Flores, Dolores Gomez, Carrie Maldonado, 

Lydia Hernandez, Angie Salas, Hope Cano and Sylvia Salas. Back 

row, Lucy Benavidez, Esther Rodriguez and Martha Pastran. 

Attending, but not pictured: Janie Villarreal, district deputy; 

Cynthia Flores and Marie Patino. Unable to attend, Josie Barrera; 

Helen Gutierrez, Della Rivera, Frances Ortega, Bertha Bento, 

Herlinda Bustos and Sylvia Cadena. 
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GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY TEA FOR  
OREGON COURT 
Court Our Lady of the Valley #1974, Corvallis, Oregon, held a 

Golden Anniversary Tea to celebrate 50 years. Historian Gloria 

Amort shared court history and members served as greeters, 

lectors, cantor and extraordinary ministers for Mass. The court 

received a special blessing from Court Chaplain and Pastor 

Rev. Ignacio Llorente. Court members and invited guests then 

traveled to a catered tea celebration where Oregon State 

Regent Irene Duda presented Regent Kathie Huerta-Enochian 

with a certificate and read letters of congratulations from 

National Regent Helene Shepard and other Oregon courts. In 

the photo are charter member 50th anniversary pin recipients 

Harriet Paradis, Lorayne Zimmerman, Joan Hamm, Patty Clegg 

and Casey Brockamp (seated). Not pictured is charter member 

Mary Ann Nardello. The charter members shared memories 

and helped newer members realize the foundations of charity 

ingrained in the court’s CDA work today, from seminarian 

support to Oregon State University Newman Center dinners, 

funeral luncheons, Habitat for Humanity, and service at the 

state and national level. 

TEXAS COURT CELEBRATES ANNIVERSARY WITH 
CORPORATE COMMUNION 
Court Our Lady of the Hills #2464, Huntsville, Texas, celebrated its 18th 

Anniversary with a Corporate Communion during which members served 

as lectors, Eucharistic ministers and gift bearers, and five members 

of the 4th Degree Knights of Columbus, Assembly 2285, Huntsville, 

provided an honor guard. In the photo, front row, left to right, Trinnell 

Barrum, Norma Almendarez, Susan Hightower, Vickie Brewer, Jeanette 

Slaughter, Veronica Antwi, Carole Barrett, Dorothy Jordan and Elizabeth 

Moskal. Second row, Fred Guillory, Rev. Fred Valone, Sable Losack, Kim 

Kallies, Christi Townley, Mary Anne Cook, Shelby Losack, Lois Brown 

and Charlotte Sanders. Third row, Pete Hayes, Phil Miller, Sharon 

Vytopil, Doug Sanders, Stella Milam, Charlie Friel and Angela Perry.

OLDEST NEW YORK COURT 
CELEBRATES 110TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
Court St. Paul #71, Mechanicville, New 

York, was instituted in Mechanicville on 

Sunday, May 26, 1907. The ceremonies 

of institution and installation were 

conducted by the officers of the former 

Court Mary #31, Hoosick Falls, New York, in 

the presence of local Knights of Columbus 

Council # 208. At the court’s anniversary 

celebration dinner in June, National 

Regent Helene Shepard was guest 

speaker, new members Amy Daley and 

Elizabeth Wendel were pledged by New 

York State Regent Heather Rave and court 

members renewed the Catholic Daughter 

pledge. In the photo, Helene Shepard, 

Heather Rave and Teresa Laurenzo present 

Kathryn Higgins, seated, with her 80-year 

service pin and service award.
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ARIZONA COURT QUILTERS  
ARE ACTIVE YEAR ROUND
The sewing circle of Court Our Lady of Lourdes #2278, Sun City 

West, Arizona, makes baby quilts throughout the year. Some of 

the dedicated seamstresses seen smiling in the photo with the 

211 quilts for the Choices Pregnancy Center in Glendale, Arizona, 

are, standing, left to right, Elsa Varallo, Blanca Romero, Rosemary 

Woodward and Joan Cosson, Committee Chairman. Seated are Shari 

Trunnell, left, and Rose Dzibela. The quilts represent just some of 

the many hours of community service offered by court members.

GUAM COURT GIVES ON THANKSGIVING DAY
Court Our Lady of Camerin #2047, Tamuning, Guam, delivered 

donations on Thanksgiving Day to three of the court’s local 

charities: Saint Fidelis Friary; Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan 

Missionary Seminary; and St. John Paul the Great Archdiocesan 

Seminary (in the photo at the Seminary, court members gather 

around Rev. Romeo D. Convocar and Seminarian Juan Angelo 

Ramirez Pabunan.)
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ROSARY RALLY HELD FOR FATIMA BY  
SOUTH DAKOTA COURT 
Court St. Patrick #1699, Kimball, South Dakota, held a Rosary 

Rally on the church lawn to honor the 100th anniversary of the 

first apparition of Our Lady of Fatima. The rally was held in front 

of the Mary Shrine and was attended by court members, Knights 

of Columbus, parishioners, and children. Following the Rosary, 

Father Andrew celebrated a special Mass. Rosary rings with a 

picture of Our Lady of Fatima on the cross were distributed to all 

parishioners at the weekend Masses.

CALIFORNIA COURT ASSISTS FLOOD VICTIMS
Court San Jose #281, San Jose, California, was determined to 

provide aid to victims of the catastrophic flood that occurred 

earlier this year in San Jose. Members held several fundraising 

activities to raise $500 for families forced out of their homes. 

In the photo, Darren Seaton, left, Deputy Director of Sacred 

Heart Community Services, receives a check from Vice Regent 

Angie Carrillo, while Treasurer Jessie McDonnell, Secretary Jo 

Ann Bjornstad and Regent Theresa Cetani look on. “As Catholic 

Daughters we wanted to do what we could to demonstrate action 

of the words of Matthew 25:40, ‘Amen I say to you, whatever you 

did for one of these least of my brothers, you did for me,’ “Theresa 

Cetani said. “We wanted to help members of our own community 

through a time of great need.”
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PENNSYLVANIA COURT AIDS OUR TROOPS
Linda Rollinson of Court St. James the Greater #2180, Apollo, 

Pennsylvania, initiated an “Honor Our Troops” fundraiser. Linda’s 

nephew, stationed at an overseas military outpost, shared a need 

for certain items, and members donated snacks, toiletries, socks 

and underwear. St. James Church joined the project and the youth 

group volunteered to sort the donations and write letters to the 

soldiers. Sam Lombardo, of Sam’s Pop and Beer Shop, offered to 

mail the cases at no cost to the court. Thanks to the generosity of 

many, 18 cases were sent, and a cash donation was given to Mr. 

Lombardo to support his military-aid mission. The court’s other 

service projects included sending Shoebox Santas to West Virginia 

flood victims, a project headed by Lili Faber, and collecting baby 

items for an Appalachia mission, chaired by Mary Gibson. Shown 

in the picture with the military donations are court members 

Brenda Palmo, Linda Frey, Regent Judy Kavulic, Linda Rollinson 

and Lorraine Arbuckle.

NEBRASKA STATE FIGHTS  
HUMAN TRAFFICKING
The Nebraska State Court was recently recognized for its 

contribution to Tiny Hands International, an organization that 

combats human trafficking. The anti-trafficking effort was chosen 

as the 2015-2017 Nebraska State project. With nearly 100% 

participation from all 36 Nebraska courts and a matching fund 

drive, the Nebraska State Court was able to donate over $7,600 

to Tiny Hands. In the photo, Rose Mary Shald, left, Immediate 

Past Nebraska State Regent, and Barb Jensen, Second Vice State 

Regent and State Project Chair, hold a lovely thank-you card from 

Tiny Hands.

SUCCESSFUL GARAGE SALE HELD  
BY TEXAS COURT
Court Our Lady of Light #2684, Coppell, Texas, held a successful 

Mothers for Young Children Garage Sale in the spring. This was 

one of many charitable activities sponsored by the relatively young 

court, which was instituted in October, 2014, by Regent Judy Flory 

and her husband Jeff, Knights of Columbus Grand Knight. Other 

court activities have included Bunco Night, a fashion show and 

family concert.  Funds raised were donated to recently ordained 

seminarians, the Catholic Conference and Formation Center, 

and others. In the photo, left to right: Mary Leonard, Martha 

Shafferman, Betty Peterson, Maureen Vanacore, Lynne Ryan, Ruth 

Curley and Judy Flory,

OREGON COURT GIVES HOPE TO  
ABUSED CHILDREN
Four members of Court Klamath #1295, Klamath Falls, Oregon, 

handed out refreshments to hundreds who participated in Day of 

Hope, a public awareness event held in downtown Klamath Falls 

during Child Abuse Prevention Month in April. Left to right, Lynne 

Butterworth, Jo Ogborn, Bev Nevins and Mary Ann Crawford. 
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KENYA COURT BUILDS GAZEBO FOR PARISH
Court St Monica #2706, Kenya, funded construction of a new 

gazebo for the local church. It is being used as a gathering place 

for children, youth and Catholic Daughter meetings. Father Peter 

extended hearty and enthusiastic appreciation, saying, “One more 

project by CDA in the Kandisi Parish. Big thank you!”

SOUTH DAKOTA STATE HELPS CATHOLIC 
FAMILY SERVICES
The South Dakota State Board donated $12,033.40 to Catholic 

Family Services in the Diocese of Rapid City on behalf of Catholic 

Daughter members at the 2017 State Convention. A similar amount 

was also given to Catholic Family Services in the Sioux Falls 

Diocese.  Since the State Board began their State Abuse Project in 

2000, the endeavor has grown and helped many abuse shelters, 

homeless shelters, needy families, and food pantries. The Board 

gives lifesaver candies as thanks for a monetary donation and as a 

reminder that the Catholic Daughters try to be lifesavers to those 

in need. In the photo are Michele Sage, state treasurer; Bernice 

Cizadlo, state secretary; Barb Wiechmann, state regent; Director 

of the West River Catholic Family Services, Jim Kinyon ; Brenda 

Anderson, first vice state regent; and Judy Konechne, second vice 

state regent.

BREAKFAST TO HELP HOMELESS FAMILIES 
SERVED BY MINNESOTA COURT
Knights of Columbus and Court St. Margaret Mary #605, 

International Falls, Minnesota, served a free will donation 

breakfast to raise funds for Servants of Shelter, a local 

organization that furnishes short term housing for homeless 

families. The court served close to 100 people for about an hour. 

In the photo, court members with Knights of Columbus pause 

from serving at the breakfast.

TEXAS COURT MAKES PILLOWCASES  
FOR HOMELESS
A four-year old cancer patient going for chemotherapy observed 

homeless individuals sleeping outdoors without pillows and 

wanted to share his pillow with them. Hearing this, his mother 

initiated a pillow collection project. After learning of this, members 

of Court St. Paul #1604, Shiner, Texas, began a project to collect 

pillowcases to match the pillows. Others in the community joined, 

and after only one month, over 125 pillowcases had been collected. 

On St. Nicholas Day, 2016, Regent Joan Simper and members Mary 

Rose Barta and Sylvia Yackel delivered the pillowcases. Attached 

to each pillowcase was a gift bow and a note that read, “There 

are people who care. Sent with love and prayers that you may 

receive the help and assistance you need. May God bless you!” In 

the photo, Laverne Madala, Mary Rose Barta and Mary Schneider 

display some of the colorful pillowcases that were brought to the 

court meeting.
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NEW YORK COURT AIDS HOSPICE
Georgia Pendleton, right, regent, Court Blessed Trinity #2488, 

Wolcott/Red Creek, New York, presents a check on behalf of the 

court to Anne Cook of Laurel House. Laurel House is a new comfort 

care (hospice) home supporting those wishing to spend their final 

days in a home-like setting while being close to families and friends.

LOUISIANA COURT HELPS SEMINARIANS
Regent Elsie Campbell and Vice Regent Marlene Sawrie of Court 

Notre Dame #1452, Alexandria, Louisiana, present the court’s 

annual check for the Diocesan Seminarian Fund to Most Rev. David 

P. Talley, Bishop of the Diocese of Alexandria. Court Notre Dame 

members hold fundraisers such as bake sales and the Pennies for 

Seminarians Fund Drive to donate to the seminarians as part of 

their church and community projects.

TEXAS DISTRICT HELPS TORNADO VICTIMS
Texas courts represented by District 28 made a donation to St. 

John the Evangelist Catholic Church in Emory, Texas, which was 

completely destroyed by a tornado in April. Regent Dorothy 

Bodle, Court Queen of Angels #1538, Wallis, Texas, presented 

a check for $1,000.00 to Pastor Rev. Victor Hernandez to help 

rebuild church facilities. In the photo, left to right, Ladies Guild 

President, Sherry Badalick; Father Hernandez; Dorothy Bodle; 

and Maggie Conder, secretary. 

NEW JERSEY COURT SUPPORTS  
COVENANT HOUSE 
Court Our Lady of Mercy #1655, Sea Isle City, New Jersey, hosted 

an ice cream social and pizza night to raise funds for the young 

people residing at Covenant House in Atlantic City, New Jersey, 

(Covenant House helps young people, according to its website, by 

“Knowing the challenges homeless teens face, supporting them 

every step of the way and uniting in a movement to help them off 

the streets.”) The ice cream and pizza events yielded over $3000 

in cash and gift cards and nine bags of new clothing that were 

delivered to Covenant House. In the photo are the court members 

who participated. Special thanks to Rita Collins (second from 

right) who coordinates all Covenant House events.
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PRAYING FOR UNBORN BABIES AT  
TEXAS COURT
At the May meeting of Court John Fitzgerald Kennedy #1907, 

Fredericksburg, Texas, 50 members participated in One Million 

Rosaries for Unborn Babies sponsored by the Saint Michael the 

Archangel Organization. Members meditated on the Luminous 

Mysteries “for an end to the surgical and non-surgical killing 

of unborn human persons.” Seen in the photo are some of the 

participating court members.

VETERANS HONORED BY TEXAS COURT
Members of Court Our Lady of Schoenstatt, Court #2672, Weslaco, 

Texas, honored our veterans on Independence Day by visiting 

the Veteran’s War Memorial of Texas. A Rosary was prayed for 

all veterans who sacrificed their lives for our country. It was a 

very emotional moment when two members unexpectedly found 

names of their loved ones on the Memorial Wall. Pictured, front 

row, left to right, Financial Secretary Elizabeth Tapia; Treasurer 

Anna Madrigal; Marcy Ortiz; and Regent Lydia Rodriguez. Back 

row, left to right, Marlene Vo; Vice-Regent Leticia Ballesa; Sandra 

D. Garza and Adriana Venegas.

MOMS, BABIES AND FAMILIES HELPED BY NEW JERSEY COURT
Although it’s true that “April showers bring May flowers,” for Court Dover #881, Dover, New Jersey, April also brings the court’s annual 

baby shower. For the past 45 years Court Dover has helped moms, babies and families in need by providing thousands of new baby items, 

blankets, clothing and diapers. The items are delivered to Hope House in Dover, which partners with local charitable organizations to 

distribute the items to those in need. Court Dover received the 2017 “Circle of Love Award – Family” from the New Jersey State Court in 

recognition of their support to families in the community. In the photo, members of Court Dover gather around the beautiful baby items 

donated by members. 
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BINGO! FOR ARIZONA COURT
After completing training and certification to run BINGO games, 

Court St. Gianna Beretta Molla #2634, Miami, Arizona, has held 

games once a week at its home church Our Lady of the Blessed 

Sacrament. The proceeds from the games assist the parish, 

and earnings from the snack bar help the court with its charity 

and ministries. In addition, during Blue Ribbon (child abuse 

awareness) month, the court donated $960 and a “baby shower” 

of supplies to the local domestic violence safe house. In the photo, 

two court members stand with a happy Bingo winner.

In the Reza Jazi photo, courtesy of the Eastern Arizona Courier, 
front, left to right, Amelia Sainz, Celia Knowlton, Councilman Chris 
Taylor, Regent Helen Romero, Patsy Urrea and Carolyn Vessels; back 
row, Olivia Saenz, Donna Wright, Petra Roybal, Emily Ann Valtierra, 
Deacon Carl Vessels, Lucy Jurado, Megan Candelaria, Judy Warren and 
Margarita Wulftange.

ARIZONA COURT RECEIVES CITY AWARD
Court St. Rose of Lima #2398, Safford, Arizona, received the 

prestigious Pride of Safford award which recognizes unsung 

local heroes for the difference they make in the community. 

Court members raise funds through the church’s annual Festival 

of Trees, bake sales and other efforts. The money provides 

scholarships for deserving students, sponsors a child in 

Colombia, helps the Lions Club purchase gas cards so cancer 

patients can travel to their doctors in Tucson and Phoenix, lends 

financial support to the Mount Graham Safe House, St. Vincent 

de Paul Hospice, and miscellaneous emergencies. Regent Helen 

Romero said, “This award was only possible because of the 

dedication of our members.”

ARIZONA WELCOMES NEW COURT
Court St. Helen of the Cross #2729, Eloy, Arizona, was instituted 

in January. Among those celebrating were Pastor Alonzo Garcia; 

Deacon Pat Abiles, Court Spiritual Director; and National Director 

Susan Monè. State officers in attendance were Past Arizona State 

Regent Maureen O’Reilly O’Shea, State Regent Irene Gramza, 

Second Vice State Regent Lorrie Holland and State Treasurer Marilyn 

Witte. Members from other courts also joined the celebration.

CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD HELPS HOLY  
LAND CHILDREN 
On behalf of the California State Board, First California Vice State 

Regent Mary Bernard hands a $1,000 check to Deacon Ryan Adams 

for the Holy Child Program in Bethlehem in Israel. Deacon Ryan 

spoke of the Holy Child Program at the California State convention, 

where a collection was taken up. He explained that the program 

provides therapeutic day treatment and alternative education 

for children suffering from untreated mental health issues and 

exposure to intergenerational trauma.



  CATHOLICDAUGHTERS.ORG  33

N
E

W
S

&
N

O
T

E
S

BASSINET SHOWER HELD BY TEXAS COURT
Every year Court St. Bernadette #1108, East Bernard, Texas, holds 

a Bassinet Shower to benefit two maternity homes in Dallas and 

Georgetown. Money, baby clothing, and other necessities are 

collected to benefit single mothers and babies in need. In the 

photo Chairmen Joey Pittman, left, and Monica Kubena, stand at 

the table collecting gifts.

NORTH CAROLINA COURT CELEBRATES 
EUCHARISTIC MIRACLES
Court Ave Maria #2650, Chapel Hill, North Carolina, hosted 

the Vatican International Eucharistic Miracles of the World 

Exhibit presented by the Real Presence Eucharistic Education 

and Adoration Association.  The display is composed of more 

than 180 vinyl full color posters faithfully recounting many well 

documented Eucharistic Miracles that have taken place over the 

centuries. It was open to parishioners from around the Diocese 

of Raleigh and there were over 200 in attendance. “It is a 

beautiful way of evangelizing both Catholics and non-Catholics, 

as the knowledge of these miracles strengthens our faith in Christ 

and His Church,” said Deborah Del Corro, who was instrumental in 

making the arrangements.

WISCONSIN COURT GIVES “SWEET DREAMS” 
TO CHILDREN
A project of Court St. Rose #1062, Wausau, Wisconsin, is Sweet 

Dreams, an organization that helps children who are left homeless 

when their parents are arrested for drug crimes. When children are 

taken into protective services from a home that has drug users, 

they have to be completely scrubbed from drug residue, which 

can end up on their skin, hair and clothes. Sweet Dreams provides 

these children with clean clothes, a comforting stuffed animal, 

blankets and other items wrapped in pillowcases. Sweet Dreams 

now provides up to 3,000 such packages a year to agencies across 

Wisconsin that rescue children. In the photo, Regent Pauline 

Riedl and Family Chair Carol Radtke stand with Sweet Dreams 

pillowcases that will be distributed to children in need.

LOUISIANA COURT HONORS ITS NAME ON 
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 
Twenty members of Court Divine Mercy, #2318, Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana, celebrated Divine Mercy Sunday with Mass at Most 

Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church. The Catholic Daughters were 

recognized during Mass which was said in honor of all deceased 

court members. Immediately following Mass, the Divine Mercy 

Chaplet was prayed. In the photo court members gather on the 

steps of the altar.
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DECEASED MEMBERS HONORED BY 
NEBRASKA COURT
As this year’s Memorial Day weekend approached, members of 

Court Queen of the Angels #2253, Fremont, Nebraska, placed flags 

at the grave sites of deceased Catholic Daughter members in the 

Calvary and Memorial Cemeteries in Fremont. Seen placing a flag 

at the grave of a deceased Catholic Daughter are Joanne Rice, Sue 

VanMeeteren, Lee Meister, Ruth Sturgeon, Cathy Chapman and 

Shirley Flanagan.
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PUBLIC ROSARY HELD BY VERMONT COURT
Court St. Veronica #1273, Hardwick, Vermont, co-sponsored a May 

13th Public Rosary to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 

Apparitions in Fatima. Following an outdoor rosary in front of the 

statute of Mary, Mass and May crowning were celebrated inside 

the church. Court members and other parishioners participated, 

and Mary was crowned by the twin grandchildren of a court 

member. In the photo, Vermont State Treasurer and Immediate 

Past Regent Doris Voyer and Helen Willey place flowers in vases 

as part of the May Crowning. In the background are Parishioner 

Maureen Demers holding a white rose and Parish Administrator 

Angelito Sumod-ong. Photo Jeannine A. Young.

WISCONSIN COURT SAYS IT’S 
“GLAD FOR DADS”
Court St. Mary, #914, Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, 

held a Gladiola Fundraiser to honor living and 

deceased dads in recognition of Father’s Day. 

Family bouquets honored up to ten dads and 

the names of fathers and donors were published 

in a brochure. Proceeds from this annual event 

benefitted the charities endorsed by the court. 

In the photo, seated, front row, left to right, long 

standing court member Loretta Maas, Wisconsin 

State Regent Ruth Busch, Regent Lois Maywald, 

and Betty Bartelson, honored court member, 

who recently turned 100-years-old. Behind them, 

court members mingle with others who are “glad 

for dads.”
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NEW MEXICO STATE HELPS THE HOMELESS 
AND UNWED MOTHERS
New Mexico State Regent Angelina Romero, center, and Immediate 

Past State Regent Delfinia Schmitt, right, present a check for $500 

to a representative of St. Elizabeth Shelter for the homeless in 

Santa Fe.  A check for $1,000 was also given on behalf of New 

Mexico Catholic Daughters to Our Lady of Guadalupe Gift for Life 

Center, also in Santa Fe, to help unwed mothers with baby needs.

SOUTH DAKOTA COURT CONDUCTS  
LENTEN BRANCH PROJECT
Court St. Katharine Drexel #2516, Roscoe, South Dakota, conducted 

a Lenten Branch Project to help the Bowdle Nursing Home and 

residents of Ziebach County, one of America’s poorest counties. 

Items donated included paper towels, cleansers, candies, lotion, 

cards, bedding and toothpaste, among many others. Encircling a 

table with gift items are, left to right, Janice Malsam, Rosemarie 

Hoerner, Mary Mohr, Financial Secretary Diane Allbee, Rosella 

Heyne, Regent Diane Schurr, Vice Regent Janet Fuhrmann, Lorraine 

Uhrich, Treasurer Marian Scherr, and Kathy Goetz. Not pictured, 

Court Chaplain, Rev. Russell Homic.

NUNS RECEIVE VISIT FROM LOUISIANA COURT
Members of Ct. St. Catherine Labouré #2701, French Settlement, 

Louisiana, took a bus trip to St. Mary’s of the Pines in Chatawa, 

Mississippi, the home of the School Sisters of Notre Dame Central 

Pacific Province. Court members toured the campus, chapel, and 

gift shop, which showcased handmade items by the nuns. The 

court visitors then treated the nuns to lunch at a local restaurant. 

After returning to the convent, members visited with nuns in the 

infirmary who were unable to travel. In the photo, seated, left to 

right, Sister Nancy Flamm, Sister Clared Coyne, Sister Lorraine 

Landry, Sister Rose Ann Bacak, Sister Gloria Foret and Sister 

Dana Heffner. Standing, left to right: Sister Helene Robin, Vice 

Regent Amy Millet, Elisha Wascom, Sister Gemma Dittle, Sister 

Nancy McNemar, Malinda Thornton, Debra Jo Thornton, Evelyn 

Gaudet, Kim Plauche, Sonya Plauche, Pat Schexnaider and Sister 

Johnette Waguespack.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES AIDED BY 
PENNSYLVANIA COURT
At a baby shower held by Court Prince Gallitzin #2625, Altoona, 

Pennsylvania, members collected baby supplies from churches 

and donated them to Catholic Charities, specifically for the 

homeless and Kids First (according to its website, “The Kids First 

Center’s mission is to minimize the emotional and sometimes 

physical trauma children experience during the separation and 

divorce of their parents.”) In the photo, with the colorful gift bags 

prepared by the court, are Jean Johnstone, Executive Director 

of Catholic Charities; court member Karen Watt; Amber Brick, 

Director of Intensive Family Services for Kids First; and court 

members Jenn Crum-Waite and Darlene Crum.
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NEW YORK’S “SISTERHOOD OF THE 
TRAVELING COURTS” 
Court Our Lady of the Lake #258, Patterson, New York, hosted its 

annual end-of-year barbecue in June. Guests included National 

Regent Helene Shepard and members of two other New York 

courts, Court Bernadine #185, Brewster, and Court Nilan #985, 

Highland – thus prompting the title “Sisterhood of the Traveling 

Courts.” The event also included a surprise bridal shower for Court 

Our Lady of the Lake member Tara Mead (in the photo, front row, 

third from left).

NORTH DAKOTA COURT HELPS LOCAL CLINIC
Members of Court St. Catherine #323, Dickinson, North Dakota, 

held a baby shower at their court meeting for the Badlands Choice 

Clinic in Dickinson. Katie Vidmar, Director of Badlands Choice 

Clinic, was guest speaker.  In the photo, Regent Linda Meyer 

presents Katie with a variety of baby items donated by members 

for the clinic. 

BABY SHOWER HELD BY TEXAS COURT
Court Our Lady of The Bluebonnets #2268, Ennis, Texas, held its 

annual baby shower for First Look Boutiques in Ennis at the court’s 

May meeting. A table of gift items included receiving blankets, new 

baby clothes, bath towels and wash cloths, pacifiers and baby bottles, 

as well as monetary gifts. In the photo, left to right, Gree Montoya, 

First Look Boutique’s Kate Vega, court member Marian Zhanel, 

Vice Regent Diane Sulak, Treasurer Mary Ann Trojacek, Recording 

Secretary Carol Rejcek and Financial Secretary Virginia Lopez. 

CLERGY HONORED BY TEXAS COURT
Court Our Lady of Guadalupe #206, Yoakum, Texas, held a Clergy 

Appreciation Dinner to recognize Very Rev. Matthew Huehlefeld, 

Rev. Jacob Koether and Deacon Dennis Kutach for their dedicated 

service to area parishes. In the photo, left to right, Deacon 

Kutach, Father Koether, Vice Regent and District Deputy Dorothy 

Zabransky, Regent Mary Margaret McQuillen, Recording Secretary 

Wanda Zabransky, Treasurer Lynn Brewer and Father Huehlefeld. 

Not pictured: Financial Secretary Jerri Kacir.
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WEST VIRGINIA COURT HOLDS “RAMP FEED”
Court Victory #379, Weston, West Virginia, held a ramp feed with 

local Knights of Columbus in May. Ramps are a spring delicacy, 

much like an onion, and several hundred people came to enjoy 

the “all you can eat” feast. In the photo, court members who 

worked on the ramp feed, left to right, West Virginia State Regent 

Kathy Sims, Marilyn Bean, Diane Collins, Kay Droppleman, Tanya 

Riley, Rose Neal and Janice McCarty. Other members not pictured 

donated desserts and set up the gymnasium for the event. 

TEXAS CELEBRATES CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY AT STATE CONVENTION
Texas celebrated its 100th Anniversary at its 50th Biennial State Convention in April. The convention theme was, “Everything is possible 

to the one who has Faith,” Mark 9:23. The convention celebrated the state’s CDA growth, noting that since the institution of its first court 

in 1909, Texas became the eighth state court in the nation in 1917 with twelve local courts, and today has 245 local courts, five Campus 

Courts and 68 JCDA Courts. The focus of the convention was “celebrating those who have gone before us,” which included honoring past 

state regents, in the photo, left to right, Past National Regent Libby Ramirez, Past National Director Duchess Collins, Dee Scheetz, National 

Regent-Elect Olga Samaniego, National Director Carolyn Bachmann, Sheila Martinka, Carolyn Malik, Peggy Rosales and Eve Trevino 

(absent for the photo were Eunice Perusic and Amy Rueda). 

ROSARIES AND BLANKETS HAND-CRAFTED 
BY NEW YORK COURT
Members of Court Santa Maria #295, Medina, New York, donate 

their material, time and talents to make beautiful cord rosaries, 

chain rosaries and fleece blankets for various missions.  Over 450 

blankets and 5,000 rosaries have been sent around the world.  In 

the photo, top row, left to right, Rosemary Pegelow, Recording 

Secretary Terri Vick and Lorraine Catruna.  Bottom row, left to 

right, Gloria Gruber, Regent Linda Freas, and Toni Pickett.

TENNESSEE COURT HELPS TEEN 
PREGNANCY PROGRAM
Court Our Lady of the Rosary #2624, Bristol, Tennessee, hosted 

a baby shower for a couple referred by the Moms R Us, a 

program which, the court explains, strives to improve the health 

and wellness of teens and their babies by influencing their 

decisions regarding pregnancy. In the photo, court members 

join the couple, surrounded by carefully wrapped gift bags.
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ILLINOIS STATE OFFICERS AT  
SUMMER CONFERENCE
Like many Catholic Daughter states, Illinois was well-represented 

at the State Officers Conference during July in Belleville, Illinois. 

In the photo, Illinois state officers stand with national officers 

present at the conference. Left to right, National Clergy Consultant 

Rev. Jeffrey Maurer, Illinois State Regent Pat Sloan,  First Vice 

National Regent Sherry Nilles, National Regent Helene Shepard, 

Illinois State Chaplain Rev. Bonaventure Okoro, State Treasurer 

Debby Themig, State Secretary Cathy Kuczynski and Second Vice 

State Regent Angie Poulsen.

CALIFORNIA COURT INSTALLS NEW OFFICERS 
The California State Court held its Forty-Sixth Biennial State 

Convention in May with the theme “Mary Full of Grace Guide 

Us and Lead Us.” In the photo are newly-elected state officers 

installed at Mass, left to right, California State Secretary Eileen 

Bagwell, First Vice State Regent Mary Bernard, State Regent Karen 

Bootz, Second Vice State Regent Tess Chiampas, State Treasurer 

Mary Beasley, National Regent-Elect Olga Samaniego, and State 

Chaplain Rev. Steve Porter. The California State theme for 2017-

2019 is “Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to 

you by the Lord would be fulfilled.”

FIFTY YEARS+ MEMBERS HONORED BY 
MINNESOTA COURT
Court St. Anne #1840, Medford, Minnesota, held a celebration 

to honor members who have been with the court for 50 years 

or more. Long-standing members from two other courts were 

acknowledged as well. Each honoree was given a certificate for 

years of service and presented with a gift photo of them receiving 

their award from Minnesota State Regent Evonne Sievert and 

their court regent. Approximately 60 recipients enjoyed singing, 

cupcakes, and shared memories of the early days. In the photo, 

left to right, seated (asterisk* designates charter members), 

*First Court Regent Merle Gostomczik, *First Vice Regent Joyce 

Pribyl and *Georgette Maas. Standing, *Dorothy Morgan, Jackie 

Dulas,*Mary Sorenson, Regent Mary Zabel, Jean Gillis and Shirley 

Jeno. Unable to attend were *Betty Hager,*Virginia Jones,*Darlene 

Liverseed, Joan Pirkl and *Dorothy Steinbauer.

NEVADA COURT RECOGNIZES MEMBERS’ 
YEARS OF SERVICE 
Court Our Lady of the Rosary #2226, Las Vegas, Nevada, honored 

Aurora Gomez and other members for their years of service at the 

court’s Annual Membership Dinner and Pin Ceremony. Aurora has 

been a court member for 34 years, working diligently to build the 

court’s membership while caring for parishioners and priests, 

and delivering newsletters to members. Aurora will be moving to 

Mexico to live with her family and friends and will be missed very 

much. In addition to recognizing Aurora, Years of Service Pins were 

presented to Nancy Oldham – 20 years; Nevada State Regent Jina 

Couvrette – 15 years; District Deputy Jeri Flynn – 15 years; Rose 

Lopez – 10 years; Edna McMillion – 10 years; and Mickie Bond – 5 

years. In the photo, Aurora, left, listens, while Regent Eileen Quinn 

speaks about Aurora’s accomplishments.
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“ALL IN THE FAMILY” FOR MINNESOTA COURT
Monsignor Richard Colletti presided over a new member reception 

for Court Madonna #839, Wilmont, Minnesota, which included a 

warm welcome for the fifth of five sisters in the court. In the photo 

are the sisters, Tarri Joens, Lori Nelson, Cindy Bertrand, Lynn Nelson, 

and new member Tammi Altman. (Not pictured is the sisters’ mom, 

Janet Fuerstenberg, also a member of Court Madonna.)

PRIESTS HONORED BY OKLAHOMA COURT
Court St. Jude #2166, Lawton, Oklahoma, honored Rev. Uce Iheke, 

Rev. Rayanna Narisetti, Rev. Timothy Ruckel, Rev. Phil Seeton 

and Seminarian Zak Boazman at their annual Priest Appreciation 

Dinner. The court’s intention was to give their beloved local clergy 

“a night off and serve them in thanksgiving for all they do for 

us.” In the photo, court members sit dressed in white while the 

honored priests and seminarian stand beside them.

NATIONAL REGENT JOINS NORTH CAROLINA 
STATE CONVENTION
Members of Court St. Bernadette #2629, Fuquay-Varina, North 

Carolina, were chatting at the 31st Biennial North Carolina State 

Convention before the formal banquet was about to start. To their 

honor and surprise, along came National Regent Helene Shepard 

to join the fun with them. Pictured, front, left to right, Past Court 

Regent Mickey Bast and Court Treasurer Diane Rieke. Back row, 

Financial Secretary Connie Jonell, Helene Shepard and Recording 

Secretary JoAnn Baudais.

ARIZONA STATE OFFICERS INSTALLED
State officers were installed at the 29th Biennial Arizona State 

Convention in May. In the photo, left to right, Arizona State 

Chaplain Rev. Ariel Lustan; State Treasurer Marilyn Witte; Second 

Vice State Regent Joyce Stalians; State Regent Irene Gramza; First 

Vice State Regent Lorrie Holland; State Secretary Lynn Wilson; and 

National Director Susan Moné.
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PENNSYLVANIA COURT AWARDS 
CATHOLIC DAUGHTER OF  
THE YEAR
Court Columbia #2, Meadville, Pennsylvania, 

awarded the Catholic Daughter of the Year 

award to Patricia Say. In the photo, Regent 

Phyllis Vrobel, left, awards a Plaque to Patricia, 

center, while Vice Regent Mary Ann Cochran 

looks on.

OREGON RENEWS FRIENDSHIPS AT CONVENTION
Before the gavel fell opening the 2017 Oregon State Convention there was time to renew old friendships. Irene Duda, Oregon State Regent, 

(third from left) shares a hug with Regent Catherine “Kitty” Munro Court, Columbia #151, Astoria, Oregon, and court members Marilyn 

Erven and Emelita Johnston.

STATE OFFICERS INSTALLED IN NEVADA
Nevada State Chaplain Rev. John McShane celebrated Installation Mass for the newly-

elected Nevada State Court officers. In the photo, left to right, National Secretary-

Treasurer Emily Guilherme, Nevada State Treasurer Loy Jo Prado, Second Vice State 

Regent Mary Lopez, Regent Jina Couvrette, First Vice State Regent Leonie Frisbee, and 

State Secretary Kathleen Balchunas.
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CONNECTICUT COURT NAMES EDUCATION 
CONTEST WINNERS
Court St. Matthew #2640, Norwalk, Connecticut, announced 

the Connecticut State winners from the 2017 National Education 

Contest. The themes were “Whatever You Do for the Least of My 

Brethren, You Do For Me,” Matthew, 25:40; and “Helping the Needy 

Where I Live.” Entries were accepted in the categories of Essay, 

Poetry, Art and Computer Art. First place winners from All Saints 

School were Poetry - Division 2, Charlotte Silva; Essay - Division 1, 

Mattias Rivera; Essay – Division 2, Matthew Debes. Other students 

who placed in the state from All Saints School were Alex DeLallo 

and Jamie Brown. First place winners from Our Lady of Fatima 

School were: Art – Division 2, Patriska Richard and Computer Art 

– Division 1, Lauren Davis. Other students who placed were Keira 

Primps, Ryan Carroll, Allison Eduard, and Rian Byars. Participants 

can be seen in the photo holding their certificates.

ARIZONA WELCOMES NEW JCDA COURT
Junior Court Saint Lucia was instituted in Tucson, Arizona. Seen 

at the celebration are, first row, left to right, National Director 

Susan Moné, Court Chaplain Rev. Abran Tadeo and Immediate Past 

Arizona State Regent Maureen O’Reilly O’Shea. Second row, left to 

right, State Treasurer Marilyn Witte, Sofia Grivjalva, Co-Recording 

Secretary Keanna Lopez, Destinia Fuentes, Anna Reynolds and 

State Secretary Lynn Wilson. Third row, left to right, First Vice State 

Regent Lorrie Holland, Natalia Miranda, Co-Treasurer Angelina 

Grijalva, President Araceli Miranda, Vice President Trinity Diaz, 

Co-Recording Secretary Layla Pena and Theresa Boswell. Not 

pictured, Co-Treasurer Magdalena Doe, Lola Doe, Melina Valadez 

and Alisha Hernandez.

EDUCATION CONTEST WINNERS ANNOUNCED 
BY TEXAS COURT
Court Our Lady Queen of the Lake #2364, Lake Jackson, Texas, 

announced winners for the 2017 National Education Contest 

for the topic “Helping the Needy Where I Live.” First place, Art, 

Division 1, Grade 5, was Ava Gaston from Our Lady Queen of Peace 

Catholic School. The first-place winner for Essay, Division 1, Grade 

4, was Ella Atkins of the Bess Brannen Elementary School. Both 

were given cash prize awards and certificates of achievement. In 

the photo, left to right, Ella Atkins, Regent Rhonda Palasota, Ava 

Gaston and Chairman Constance McEntee.

TEXAS COURT AWARDS  
MIDDLE-SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP 
Court Our Lady of the Skyways #2006, Irving, Texas, awarded a 

scholarship to sixth-grader Doris Onyedionu at the Holy Family 

Catholic Academy in Irving. The scholarship is designated for a 

female sixth or seventh-grader who has been enrolled in Holy 

Family and/or St. Luke School for at least two years. The recipient 

should have demonstrated dedication to the Catholic faith, as well 

as service to church, school and others. Doris, who has attended 

Catholic school since pre-K, has shown an interest in developing 

a strong faith in God and is a positive, contributing classroom 

student. She also serves as an altar server or usher at Holy Family 

of Nazareth Parish’s weekend Masses. In the photo Doris holds 

her scholarship certificate while Regent Jo-Ann Bresowar looks on.
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JUNIOR OFFICERS INSTALLED IN  
MINNESOTA COURT
This story was submitted by Madeline Abbott, President of JCDA 

Court St. Teresa of Calcutta in Perham, Minnesota. Usually stories 

about Juniors are submitted by a senior court member, so it is 

encouraging and refreshing to receive this submission from a 

Junior. Madeline’s mom, Jill, is a member of sponsoring Court St. 

Teresa of Calcutta #409 and is Junior Court Advisor. Madeline did 

an excellent job writing and preparing this story. We encourage 

other Juniors to do the same.

At the Installation Mass for JCDA Court St. Teresa of Calcutta, 

Perham, Minnesota, are front row, left to right, Regent of Court 

St. Rita Dianne Rhode-Szarke, Camila Guajardo, Alexis Poser, Juliz 

Franco and Courtney Poser. Second row, left to right, Minnesota 

State Secretary Bonnie Hein, Hailey Niehaus, Joanna Dardis, 

Ella Niehaus, Valerie Guajardo, Miranda Poser and State Regent 

Evonne Sievert. Third row, left to right, District Deputy Mary 

Buschette, Secretary Therese LaFond, Treasurer Kaitlyn Sautter, 

Vice President Lily Wegscheid, President Madeline Abbott, 

Mercedes LaFond, Amelia Bell and Second Vice State Regent 

Marlys Knuth. Top row, left to right, Deacon Randy Alstadt and Past 

National Chaplain Rev. Matthew Kuhn. Not pictured are members 

Kya Olstad, Abigail Olstad and Hailey Wegscheid.

LOUISIANA COURT 
ANNOUNCES  
YOUTH WINNERS
Court Padre Pio # 2141, Cottonport, 

Louisiana, was proud to announce 

two awards for local young 

people. Caroline Spencer placed 

first in the Education Contest and 

Madison Fruge’ received a $200 

award for a scholarship sponsored 

by the court.Caroline Spencer, center, holds her education 
award certificate with Rev. Walter Ajaero, left, 
and Regent Sue White.

Madison Fruge’ holds her scholarship award while 
her mother, Melenea Fruge’, Educational Chairman 
Irma Andress and Regent Sue White look on.

NEW JUNIOR OFFICERS INSTALLED IN NORTH 
CAROLINA
Court St. Bernadette #2629, Fuquay-Varina, North Carolina, 

installed new JCDA officers at their May meeting. Court Regent 

Teresa Cornett, Vice Regent Lori Smith, Secretary JoAnn 

Baudais, Treasurer Diane Rieke, and Financial Secretary Connie 

Jonell processed into the hall with the Juniors. Parents of the 

Juniors and many other CDA members dressed in white were 

present. North Carolina JCDA State Chair Paula O’Shea and co-

leader Ana Tschampion led the installation of the new JCDA 

officers: President Hailey Montano, Vice President Danielle 

Tschampion and Secretary Marie Perry. After the officers were 

installed everyone enjoyed a lovely and special celebration. 

Other Junior court members present were Clara Biasi, Sarah 

Montano, Natalia Montano, Julie Selig, Maria Chavez, Sophia 

Rivera, Galilea Villagomez and Nicolette Rivera.

MINNESOTA 
GRANDDAUGHTER 
JOINS MAY 
CROWNING
Each year Court Queen of Peace 

#1558, Slayton, Minnesota, 

sponsors a May Crowning. 

Following the traditional 

ceremony, members process 

into church carrying flowers 

and place them before the 

Blessed Mother. In the photo, 

Tessa Halbur, granddaughter 

of Vice Regent Joann Halbur, is 

seen performing the ceremony 

in lovely fashion.
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NEW YORK JUNIORS HELP MOTHERS IN NEED
JCDA Court Eileen Patricia, Glen Cove, New York, was created two 

years ago. For this Mother’s Day, the Juniors decided to make 

flowers and buy gifts for mothers in the community who might 

not be receiving Mother’s Day gifts. In the photo with gift bags 

they assembled are Juniors Erin Stanton, Sabrina Romano and 

Meredith Bartless. Looking on is Michele N. Manfred, junior court 

advisor and financial secretary for the senior court, Court Patricia 

#346, Glen Cove, New York.

OREGON COURT HOSTS JUNIOR BRUNCH 
Court Our Lady of Perpetual Adoration #2481, Gervais, Oregon, hosted a brunch for JCDA members and their mothers to celebrate Junior 

Catholic Daughters Day. Many of the moms are senior court members as well. The senior court officers cooked and served the meal while 

mothers and juniors visited and socialized. A wonderful time was had by all.

NEW YORK COURT ANNOUNCES  
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
Thomas Creighton and Marina Divaris received scholarship 

awards from Court Queen of the Universe #1702, Smithtown, New 

York. In the photo, Thomas and Marina stand with Marjoriann 

Fox, scholarship chairperson, left, and Kristine Chayes, 

regent.  Congratulations to both!
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Father Brown  
and the Ten Commandments
Selected Mystery Stories by G.K. Chesterton
(Edited and with an Introduction by John Peterson)
(Ignatius Press, San Francisco, 2017)

I
f you are a fan of the public television mystery series 
starring priest/detective Father Brown – as I am – then 
you will find this book a real treat. 

Father Brown is the black-garbed, bicycle-riding British 
Catholic priest who solves mysteries and crimes when 
others cannot. The TV mystery series is based on the books 
of British author G.K. (for Gilbert Keith) Chesterton. When 
Chesterton created Father Brown, he enlarged the scope and 
brought a whole new dimension to the genre of detective 
fiction – introducing God and the concept of sin. Chesterton, 
who lived from 1874-1936 and was a convert to Catholicism, 
defined his character as a man who is always a priest first 
and a detective second. 

Thus Father Brown is first and foremost committed to 
saving souls. He is a parish priest with a deep understanding 
of human nature; he will sometimes try to get the villain of the 
story to confess what he has done and ask for forgiveness. 
As the book’s introduction by John Peterson says, “The priest 
is most interested in God’s Commandments, not in the legal 
code of the State.” Peterson, who edited this collection of 
stories, is a longtime scholar of author Chesterton, who also 
wrote essays, biographies, criticism and popular books.

Each story starts under the heading of one of the 10 
commandments. There is nothing pedantic about these 11 
stories (a numerical discrepancy explained by Peterson as 
due to scholars’ disagreement on how the 10 commandments 
should be counted). These are sophisticated mysteries with 
many twists and turns, most quite unexpected. With his 
broad-brimmed black hat and black furled umbrella, Father 
Brown stands at the scene of a crime, his eyes noticing 
telltale details and his fine mind ticking off their significance. 
Policemen who are acquainted with the priest know how 
helpful he can be in solving crimes others cannot. Chesterton 
writes, “All his life he had been led by an intellectual hunger 
for the truth, even of trifles.” 

Father Brown is a master at seeing through what appears 
to be obvious and coming to an entirely different conclusion. 
For example, he understands that an arrow can be shot from 
a bow, as it usually is, but it can also be used as a dagger. 

The people with whom Father Brown comes in contact in 
the course of investigating a mystery recognize that he is an 
unusual and unusually gifted detective. One man remarks, 
“Father Brown, you’re very smart, but there’s more to you 
than smartness.” That something more, of course, is the 
priest’s devotion to God. His faith gives him a particular 
sensitivity to evil and the bravery to face it: “He had a strong 
sense of the smell of evil; he felt queer physical oppression; 
but he did not think of stopping.” The first story in this 
collection, The Eye of Apollo, is one of my favorites, and 
comes under the heading of the first commandment: “You 
shall have no other gods before me.” 

The titles of some of the other stories give a sense of the 
breadth of Chesterton’s imagination: The Arrow of Heaven; 
The Sign of the Broken Sword; The Head of Caesar; The 
Actor and the Alibi; and The Green Man, to name a few. The 
writing is a cut above that in most detective stories. For 
example, in describing a mist-shrouded morning Chesterton 
writes: “Father Brown was walking home from Mass on a 
white weird morning when the mists were slowly lifting…” 
In another story he writes of frost, “The thousand arms of 
the forest were grey, and its million fingers silver.” And in the 
same story he writes, “A large frozen moon like a lustrous 
snowball began to show through the tangle of twigs in front 
of them…” 

In reading these stories, I found that Father Brown was 
always steps ahead of me – the mark of a good mystery 
writer. I also found that Father Brown’s faith and his 
essential goodness always come through, a tribute to 
the author who so carefully crafted the character of his 
memorable priest/detective.  

Reviewed by  
Peggy Eastman
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Lourdes water 
on back of medal

Donate Now Toll-Free At:
1-888-330-6264

Mon. - Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Central

Or Visit: oblatesusa.org/ads

Follow us on Facebook
facebook.com/oblatesusaorg

Find comfort knowing 
this beautiful bracelet 
is blessed by an Oblate.

Clever and beautiful!  Made with 
light blue glass beads and silver beads, the 
stretch bracelet’s focal point is an intricate 
pewter Lourdes medal that holds a 
“drop” of Lourdes water on its back side, 
where it will rest against the skin of the 
wearer – keeping her always close to 
the healing power of Lourdes.

The Drop of Faith Lourdes 
Bracelet will be sent to you in 
gratitude for your gift of $12 
or more.  Your donation will 
support the ministries of the 
Missionary Oblates as we serve 
poor and needy people in our 
missions around the world.

Fr. John Madigan, O.M.I.

Enlarged to 
show detail

Thank you for your generous support!

Bracelet
Drop of Faith Lourdes

Available from the Missionary Oblates

M18ADA9D1
 Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate
National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows
9480 N. De Mazenod Drive • Belleville, IL  62223-1160

  $12     $20     $25     $30       $45    $  

  Check/Money Order            

Credit Card #                                                           

Exp. Date         /           

Please send         Drop of Faith Lourdes Bracelet(s). 
#204607 ($12 suggested donation each)

Name  

Address  

City    State    ZIP  

E-mail  

10 West 71st St.
New York, NY 10023


